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The old-fashioned tube TV sets 
were heavy and bulky. It took two 
of us to put them out to the curb, 
hoping that someone would pick 
them up, or the city would haul 
them away.

Neither happened.
For generations, they were 

the center 
of attention 
in our living 
rooms. Now, 
they are lost 
in a sea of 
signals made 
up of zeros 
and ones, 
which they 

cannot understand.
They can only receive ana-

logue signals, which no longer 
exist unless someone uses a 
converter box. Their picture qual-
ity, which was good enough for 
many decades, now is considered 
inferior. High definition rules the 
land now, soon to be pushed 
aside by 4k.

After that, who knows? Perhaps 
3Ds without the special glasses, 
holograms, or something that we 
have not even thought of yet. 

It started to rain heavily, and 
the old TVs were getting soaked. 
This is the thanks they get for 
bringing us the latest news, 
entertainment shows and sports. 
This is the treatment they get 
for slaving away year after year, 
trouble-free.

There was nothing wrong with 
them before the rain, except 
that the signal they were built 
to receive had changed. I was 
hoping that some enthusiast 

RAMBLINGS

By Bill Durst
Special to The Bulletin

As it appears, we’re smack 
dab in the middle of the 2016 
presidential campaign announce-
ment season. This might be the 
perfect time to ask the question on 
every American’s lips: What kind 
of twisted psychopath chooses 
to do this? Who are these people 
that are so all fired up to enter 
this soul-sucking fray just to sit 
in an office that is oval? Masoch-
ists? Sadists? Sadomasochists? 
Masosadochists? Folks who didn’t 
pay attention during any previous 
election?

As we ravenous hounds of 
the media descend like quadren-

 (LiPo Ching/Bay Area News Group/TNS)



HELP WANTED: Due to expansion, Columbia 
Lakes Country Club is looking for LINE COOKS 
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I’VE GOT THE DRUGS … OH, HELLO, OFFICER: A drug dealer 
accidentally got into an unmarked police car parked on the street in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. He immediately realized his error when he saw two 
officers sitting inside, and hurredly exited the vehicle. But the cops got 
suspicious at his behavior, and searched him, uncovering eight bags of 
marijuana on his person as well as 13 more bags in his home.

WE WORSHIP THEE, O MIGHTY FABRIC: Vandals defaced a his-
toric covered bridge in Putnam County, Ind., painting swastikas and pen-
tagrams in an apparent tribute to Satan, which they misspelled “satin.”

HE MAY BE ABLE, BUT IS HE WILLING? A woman filed for divorce 
in Dubai because her husband does not satisfy her. She told the court 
that she wants to have intimate relations three times a day, but he 
delivers only three or four times a week. The court ordered the man to 
undergo a medical exam to see if he is “healthy and fit and capable of 
pleasing her.”

NOW THAT’S AUTOMOTIVE CRAFTSMANSHIP: A man tried to 
break into a Mercedes in a parking garage in Drogheda, Ireland, by 
throwing a large brick through the side window. But the brick ricocheted 
back at him, hitting him right in the face so hard that it knocked him to 
the ground.

JOB DONE; TIME FOR MY COFFEE BREAK: A man who robbed 
a bank in Lodi, N.J., was caught because he stopped for coffee at a 
Dunkin’ Donuts right down the street.

WHERE DO YOU THINK YOU’RE GOING!? A man drove to court in 
Manly, Australia, where a judge suspended his license after convicting 
him of drunk driving. But even though his license was now invalidated, 
he went out to the parking lot and drove off. Others have done this, so 
the police anticipated it and arrested him a short distance away.

WHEN I SAY, ‘DON’T MOVE,’ I MEAN ‘DON’T MOVE!’ A man broke 
out of the Shoshone County Jail in Wallace, Idaho, and fled south, 
unfortunately winding up on the property of a U.S. Marine and former 
law enforcement officer, who came out with his gun when he heard his 
dog barking. He recognized the fugitive from his mugshot, and shot him 
in the leg when he made a threatening move toward him.

BUTTHEAD AND BUTTHEAD: Two young men robbed a conve-
nience store in Florence, Ore., while wearing camouflage underpants to 
mask their faces.

IN THE TRUNK, YOU SAY? Sheriff’s deputies arrested an 18-year-
old man who was spotted in a car in a parking lot in Sarasota, Fla., 
counting a large amount of cash with a bag of marijuana on the front 
seat beside him. When the officers confronted him, the distraught teen 
said, “I’m in so much trouble … There’s a lot more in the trunk.” So they 
got search warrant. You know the rest. 



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com   (979) 849-5407    May 26, 2015   THE BULLETIN  Page 3

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

What steering wheel?
Q.  When riding “spellbound” in 

the back seat of a Lexus one July 
day in 2014, MIT roboticist John 
Leonard said, “I felt like I was at the 
launch at Kitty Hawk, as the Wright 
brothers ushered in the age of air 
travel 111 years ago.”  What was 
going on here?

A.  No one was in the driver’s 
seat of this “self-driving car,” reports 
Douglas Fox in “Discover” maga-
zine. This was the same year that 
Google added 100 more prototypes 
to the mix, all lacking steering 
wheels.  “A Google car senses 
its surroundings through radar, 
cameras and range-finding lasers 
spinning atop the vehicle to create 
a 360-degree view of pedestrians, 
vehicles and intersections.”  Mean-
while, Audi and BMW unveiled their 
own versions.

The critical factor here is the car’s 
computer with its carefully detailed 
maps that are generated by manu-
ally driving the sensor-loaded car 
“to scan roads in advance, reveal-
ing potholes, stop signs and other 
features that are then processed 
into a detailed map and downloaded 
to the autonomous car.”  The real 
challenge is to create exact maps 
for the thousands of roads world-
wide and to constantly update for 

safety purposes.  And, Fox adds, 
“autonomous cars will also need 
to read gestures and other cues 
from cyclists, pedestrians and traffic 
cops.”

As Leonard concludes, the 
mapping in particular could take 30 
years to do right and, he admits, 
“Sometimes you need younger 
people, who don’t know how hard 
something is.”

What’s that smell?
Q.  When researchers started 

piling up the numbers beyond the 
hundreds, the thousands, millions, 
billions, even right up to a trillion 
(1,000,000,000,000), what body part 
were they sniffing out?

A.  A team led by scientist Leslie 
Vosshall of Rockefeller University 
in New York City set out to compute 
the total number of different odors 
some people might be able to 
discriminate, reports Bruce Bower 
in “Science News” magazine.  With 
about 128 distinct odor molecules 
which can be blended into various 
“cocktails,” they estimated that an 
average study participant could 
detect at least 1 trillion different 
smells, and superior sniffers could 
do far more.

Think of it this way:  If you live 
to be 100, you could detect a new 

odor every second with no dupli-
cates:  3600 (seconds/hour) x 24 
(hours/day) x 365 (days/year) x 100 
(years), for a total of roughly 3 billion 
different smells over your lifetime.  
And to approach a trillion would take 
more than 300 times longer than 
this, or some 30,000 years.  Now 
that’s some nose!

Doomed
Q.  With apologies to T.S. Eliot:  

“This is the way the world ends, with 
a bang and not a whimper.”  What 
are a few scientific scenarios that 
might spell the end?

A.  Even if we don’t do ourselves 
in via wars or global warming, 
Earth’s natural climatological cycles 
may undo us, says Charles Adler in 
his book “Wizards, Aliens and Star-
ships.”  Because of slow periodic 
changes in our planetary orbit, Earth 
goes through cycles of glaciation 
and thawing every 100,000 years or 
so, with about 80,000 years of gla-
ciation followed by 20,000 for inter-
glacial periods.  All of current human 
civilization has been in the last 
interglacial period, with the invention 
of agriculture making human society 
possible.  “This was only possible 
after the glaciers retreated 15,000 
years ago.”

Over the next few hundred mil-
lion years, humanity’s threats are 
expected to come from comet or 
asteroid impacts like those that did 
in the dinosaurs 65 million years 
ago. Yet even smaller impacts, 
which come more often, could pose 
threats, such as in 1993 when 
Shoemaker-Levy 9 hit Jupiter.  “This 
comet, which calved into several 
separate sections before impact, 
was smaller than our dinosaur-killer, 
but its impact was still larger than 
the world’s total nuclear arsenal.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Did you know?
• A woman in Oklahoma called 

the cops to complain about the 
purity of her meth.

• There is enough gold in the 
Earth’s core to coat its surface up to 
1.5 feet.

• Cat owners tend to be less 
manipulative, more modest, and 
more trustworthy than dog owners.
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HELP WANTED
RED TOP

101 Circle Way, Lake Jackson. 
Now hiring, all positions. Apply 
in person

Five signs that you are ready to take the plunge and become an entrepreneur
By Josh Felber
GOBankingRates.com (TNS)

Have your own side gig or entre-
preneurial dream? For some, the 
transition from employee to owner 
does not come easy, whereas 
others nail it just right. If you think 
you’re ready to let go of your job 
and start up your own business, 
here are five signs that will help you 
know for sure.

YOU HAVE A PLAN
To move on, you need a proper 

plan. You don’t want to be stranded 

in the middle of nowhere once 
you’ve quit your job. When you’re 
shutting down one source of 
income, you have to make sure you 
have another to keep the flow going. 
Without any financial support, it will 
become difficult for you to pay the 
bills.

STAY AFLOAT FOR 6 MONTHS
You must have invested a lot of 

money in starting your own business 
by now, but before you leave your 
day job, ask yourself this question: 
Will you be able to pay your debts 

and cover your living expenses 
with a fresh business? Calculate 
expected finances, see where 
you’ll be able to trim down to save 
resources and money wherever 
possible.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
When it comes down to applying 

for a business license, waiting for 
its approval and waiting for it to be 
received, the whole process can 
take months. This step is mandated 
by law.
YOU HAVE ENOUGH RESOURCES

To start a self-owned business, 
you need enough resources to 
launch yourself and the business 
independently. There are orga-
nizations that help new business 
owners set up shop as well as guide 
them on how to deal with the many 
aspects of starting up a business.

YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES
Your business is like your baby: 

You have to feed it, take care of it, 
babysit it and nurture it so it can 
grow.  Once you understand your 
responsibilities and know you’ll be 
able to take care of all expenses, 
you’ll have enough to invest, launch 
and expand.
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Did you know?

nial locusts on the plucky pioneers 
making their early intentions known, 
the public is entitled to know what 
kind of flippo-unit willingly volunteers 
to sell their soul and ditch their 
family for the chance to become 
a human sound byte and eat crap 
food for 18 months. Who in their 
right mind would desire to be Presi-

dent? Aye, there’s the rub. The right 
mind part. Reinforcing a belief that 
anybody who wants to be president 
shouldn’t be.

It can’t be the power. Buffeted 
by the winds of domestic, foreign 
and intergalactic fate, a president 
is as effective as a weatherman 
in an outhouse hit by a tornado. 
Running for POTUS is an exercise 

in doomed futility. Like applying for 
the job of lion tamer knowing they’re 
going to take away your clothes, 
whip and chair, paint dashes around 
your neck, and hang a sign that 
says, “bite here.”

It’s got to be the perks. In order 
to compensate for all this dismal 
malarkey, the fringe benefits must 
be pretty darn sweet. After intensive 
investigation, we here at Durstco 
have discovered the top 11 reasons 
why being president is so darn cool. 
Why 11? Because it’s 10 percent 
funnier than 10, that’s why.

11. Not only are your driving days 
over, but you’ll never sweat a red 
light again. Don’t want to wear a 
seat belt? Don’t.

10. A cool $400,000 a year salary. 
About the same as a mid- level 
porn producer. Although, if Carly 
Fiorina or Hillary Clinton wins, we 
only have to pay them 77 percent, 

or $308,000.  
9. From out of nowhere, mothers 

will hand you their babies. To do 
with what you will.

8. Your own 747. With in-flight 
refueling connections, ballistic mis-
siles, evasive action capabilities and 
19 televisions. 

7. Everywhere you go, someone 
close will be carrying a football.

6. People pay attention to what 
you say. Your every syllable will 
be raked over like a beach near 
the crash site of a jet carrying the 
world’s largest shipment of blue 
diamonds.

5. Got a minor phobia about 
being late? Nothing will ever start 
without you again.

4. You want lobster thermidor at 3 
a.m.? You can have lobster thermi-
dor at 3 a.m.

3. Guaranteed to age into a 
stylish head of distinguished grey 

hair. Every president gets it. Obama 
looks like a snow-capped mountain 
pass. Thank God John McCain 
didn’t win in 2008. The guy started 
out a sarcophagus. By the end of his 
first term, he would have looked like 
a rubber Yoda hand puppet shriv-
eled in the Arizona summer sun.

2. Extremely attentive health care. 
You don’t just have a doctor on call. 
He’s in the bullet- proof car behind 
you.

1. Your post-presidential speaking 
fee just crossed into seven figures.

Copyright © 2015, Will Durst

Eleven reasons, not ten, why someone would want to go through the hassle of becoming president
(Continued from Page 1)

• In North Korea, the punishment 
for watching a Hollywood movie is 
public execution.

• One origin of the reason for not 
pointing at someone is the ancient 
belief that one could transfer evil 
spirits by staring and pointing.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1787, the U.S. Constitutional Con-
vention convened in Philadelphia 
after enough delegates arrived 
to achieve a quorum. In 1927, 
Ford Motor Co. stopped building 
the Model T car as it prepared to 
switch production to the Model A.

May 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1896, the Dow Jones company 
established an index of 12 indus-
trial stocks. In 1977, the block-
buster movie “Star Wars” debuted. 

May 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1941, Britain’s Royal Navy sank 
the German battleship Bismarck. 
In 1977, two Boeing 747 airliners 
(from Pan Am and KLM Airlines) 
collided on a runway in the Canary 
Islands, killing 582 people.

May 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1934, the Dionne quintuplets were 
born in Ontario, Canada. In 1937, 
the Golden Gate Bridge in San 
Francisco opened to vehicular 
traffic.

May 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1919, Albert Einstein’s prediction 

that gravity bends light was con-
firmed during the observation of a 
solar eclipse. In 1953, Mount Ever-
est was first climbed by Edmund 
Hillary of New Zealand and Sherpa 
guide Tenzing Norgay of Nepal.

May 30: ON THIS DATE in 1431, 
Joan of Arc, the teenage French 
war heroine condemned as a 
heretic, was burned at the stake in 
Rouen, France. In 1889, the bras-
siere was invented.

May 31: ON THIS DATE in 1962, 
former Gestapo official Adolf Eich-
mann was hanged in Israel for his 
role in the Holocaust. In 1994, the 
United States announced it was no 
longer aiming nuclear missiles at 
targets in the former Soviet Union.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1994, singer 
Michael Jackson, often called the 
“King of Pop,” married Lisa Marie 
Presley, daughter of the late “King 
of Rock-n-Roll,” Elvis Presley.

This week’s question: Name 
three of the five Normandy 
beaches on which Allied forces 
landed on D-Day - June 6, 1944 
- in World War II.

General Office Cleaner needed in 
Lake Jackson, Freeport, Brazoria, 

Angleton and Texas City

IMMEDIATE HIRE - PART-TIME 

Work hours are up to 4 hrs., Mon-Sat, 7-11 PM.
Apply online at marsdensouth.com

Generation X may not be ready to retire at age 65, either because they can’t, or won’t want to
By Tim Grant
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

For the group of adults ages 35 
to 48, known as Generation X, the 
golden years of retirement will look 
a lot different than it did for past 
generations of retirees who often 
worked one or two jobs their entire 
careers, left the workforce at age 
65 with a pension and spent the 
rest of their lives pursuing pas-
sions and leisure activities.

Weighted down with student 
loans, credit card debt and measly 

saving accounts, the vast majority 
of people from Generation X have 
come to believe the traditional 
definition of retirement is a roman-
tic fantasy of the past, with more 
than 8 in 10 who participated in 
an Allianz Life study saying that a 
retirement starting at age 65 spent 
doing what you want is unrealistic.

“We surmise they will either 
work during retirement because 
they don’t have enough money, 
or they want to work because it 
keeps them engaged,” said Katie 

Libbe, president of consumer 
insights at Allianz Life, based in 
Minneapolis.

Both groups feel they will have 
a lower quality of retirement than 
previous generations, but Gen 
Xers were much more hopeless 
about their ability to achieve retire-
ment goals and about their overall 
financial situation than were their 
boomer counterparts. 

More than two thirds (67 per-
cent) of Gen Xers agreed with the 
idea that supposed targets for how 

much you need to retire are way 
out of reach versus less than half 
of boomers (49 percent).

“They’re the next genera-
tion that’s quickly approaching 
retirement, and their hands-off 
approach to planning and prepara-
tion is alarming,” Libbe said.

Libbe said the Generation Xers 

who participated in the study were 
carrying an average $30,000 in 
credit card debt, and viewed their 
credit cards as a survival tool.

Each generation in the study 
believed they are burdened by 
more expenses, more uncertainty 
and more risk than their counter-
part.
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GOOGLE’S AUTONOMOUS CAR CRASH RECORD
Google admitted this week that its self-driving cars have been involved in 

11 minor accidents on public streets in recent years, all of them the fault of 
humans. Chris Urmson, head of the company’s self-driving car project, said 
Wednesday he was “incredibly proud” of that record, given the number of 
miles driven. While refusing to release the full accident reports, he revealed 
some details about the crashes:

7 were rear-ended by a human-driven car.
2 were side-swiped on the highway.
1 was hit in an intersection by a car rolling through a stop sign.
1 got into a fender-bender when a Google engineer was driving the car to 

Best Buy.

Google’s driverless cars will soon be tested on the streets of Silicon Valley
By Matt O’Brien
San Jose Mercury News (TNS)

MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. — After 
a year of testing its bubble-shaped 
driverless cars on the empty roads 
of a shuttered military base, Google 
is about to deploy its fleet on the 
busy streets of Silicon Valley.

For now, the cars must have 
safety drivers ready to grab the 
wheel or hit the brakes if some-
thing goes wrong. But self-driving 
software could soon move from 
test cars to consumer vehicles as 
the California Department of Motor 
Vehicles puts finishing touches this 
month on new operational rules for 
autonomous cars, making it the first 
government in the world to create 
a detailed handbook for robots on 
the road.

“Our goal is to create something 
safer than human drivers,” said 

Google co-founder Sergey Brin, 
speaking  as his company’s two-
seater prototype zoomed around 
a rooftop parking lot in Mountain 
View. 

Citing his engineering team’s 
major advancements in the past 
six months in understanding a 
bicyclist’s hand signals and other 
real-world scenarios, Brin stood by 
his prediction that the technology 
is “still roughly on track” for con-
sumers boarding fully autonomous 
cars by 2017. 

“There’s not going to be some 
sudden burst of new things that 
pop onto the market as soon 
as the new regulations are out 
there,” said Steve Shladover of the 
University of California, Berkeley’s 
Institute of Transportation Studies.

Unlike Google, most of the 
companies with permits to test self-

driving cars in California — includ-
ing Mercedes-Benz, Delphi Labs, 
Tesla and Audi — are aiming to 
advance and sell products that 
assist human drivers rather than 
fully take over.

“This is our very first time we’ve 
had to do something like this, and 
not many states are in our situa-
tion,” said Bernard Soriano, the 
DMV deputy director in charge of 
drafting the new rules. 

Seven companies have had 
permission since September to 
test-drive autonomous vehicles in 
the state. 

Even before those rules were 
in place, Google had spent years 
test-driving Lexus SUVs outfitted 
with self-driving software.

But “in the next month or so,” 
Google will be launching its own 
25 prototype cars onto Mountain 
View public roads for test drives. 
They will be restricted to neighbor-

hood roads, with speeds capped at 
25 miles per hour.

The public experiment is 
designed to see how the cars 
interact with people, said Chris 
Urmson, who reports to Brin as the 
head of Google’s self-driving car 
project.

Those cars have already spent a 
year navigating over potholes and 
through obstacle courses, but this 
will be the first time they will have 
to respond to pedestrians who 
aren’t Google employees. 

Their movements through 
Mountain View will be based not 
only on the car’s radars, lasers 
and cameras, but also on a kind 
of memory — the car’s software 
already contains a meticulously 
detailed map of the city’s suburban 
streets.

To make its vehicles safe, 
Google has made them conserva-
tive. That means, for instance, that 

they are programmed to wait for a 
second and a half before moving 
through a green light.

The caution can also make them 
jittery, causing the cars to brake for 
perceived dangers that a human 
driver would know to be harmless. 

A mingling crowd of onlookers 
on the roof of Google’s garage was 
calculated to be a threat, though to 
a human eye none showed signs 
of darting out.

That also raises another 
concern: What if the cute car’s 
cautious demeanor grates on 
impatient commuters in a hurry to 
get to their Silicon Valley jobs?

“We’ve been honked at a few 
times,” Urmson said, speaking of 
the Lexus SUVs that have been 
riding through the area for years. 
“We’ve had people gesticulate, but 
overall it’s been incredibly positive. 
We’d had more thumbs up than 
fingers up.”
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Did you know?

Brazosport College’s Psi Psi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa International 
Honor Society recently inducted 60 new members at a ceremony at The 
Clarion at Brazosport College.

New Phi Theta Kappa members are Ashley Agbe, Marissa Aguilar, Doris 
Alvara, Sarah Barney, Brandy Borel, Tabitha Bowers, Brittany Brooks, Ruifen 
Cai, Miguel Cantu, Christy Conley, Wesley Cowan, Colby Crisp, Heidi Crist, 
Christian Damian, Kevin Daniel, Jonathon Davies, Cristian De la Fuente, 
Samantha Dodson, Eric Dube, Gavan Gates, Angela Gaytan, Aunesty 
Gomez, Angel Gonzalez, Rachel Gresham, Juan Gutierrez, Joe Hague, 
Alexandria Hardy, Nicole Javor, Amy Johnson, Anthony Keeler, Valentina 
Leanos, Bailee Lopez, Minette Macrae, Kyle Makovy, Clarivel Martinez, Karla 
Martinez, Michael Martinez, Quentin Matejek, Henry May, Jordan McIntyre, 
Jonathan Miller, Marilyn Miller, Juliana Moore, Mark Morales, Gabriela 
Muniz, Yanneliz Nava, Dalton Peterson, Ashley Pippin, Gina Pointer, Eunice 
Poppinga, Lindsey Reid, Valerie Segovia, Nathalie Seifert, Amanda Ship-
man, Andy Soto, Hermilo Trujillo, Kathryn Utt, Jessica Walker, Jauree West 
and Conner Wilburn.

To learn more about Phi Theta Kappa at Brazosport College, call (979) 
230-3259.

BC Phi Theta Kappa chapter honors 
60 new members at ceremony

MSR Houston received the Distinguished Leadership Award at the recent 
Greater Angleton Chamber of Commerce’s May network luncheon. Eleven 
businesses or individuals were nominated by members of the Leadership 
Angleton 2015 class, which were being honored at the event, and then an 
awards committee selected the winner. Shown are MSR Houston staff mem-
bers, from back row, left: Scott Johnson, Jim Berg, and MSR Houston Direc-
tor James Rogerson, and front, left to right: Amanda Berg, Antonio Alvarez, 
Sandra Steubing and Sydney Davis. Mr. Rogerson gave a heart-felt speech 
about how just being nominated for the award made him feel like a winner 
and how he always tries to find a way to say “yes” when it comes to business 
or community matters. Finalists were UTMB / Angleton and Freeport LNG.

MSR wins Distinguished Leadership Award

• You are more inclined to clean yourself after you lie.
• The older you get, the happier you tend to be.
• Grizzly bears can sniff out humans 18 miles away.
• Seventy-seven percent of Americans are unaware that “the Internet” and 

“the World Wide Web” are not the same thing.
• Russell Brand told Katy Perry he was divorcing her via text message, 

then never talked to her again.
• Having to work hard for food makes it taste better.
• TV dinners were invented thanks to Thanksgiving turkey leftovers.
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would swoop down and pick them 
up for parts, or store them away 
until they would become true 
antiques and then put them on eBay 
and make a nice profit.

It was wishful thinking. 
With the slim digital TV sets 

becoming dirt cheap, and their 
screens expanding to sizes that a 
few years ago would not have been 
affordable by the average family, 
these 25-inch televisions sets now 
rank as junk.

When I was a poor kid, growing 
up in a big, dirty city, I was watch-
ing the baseball playoffs on one of 
those 25-inch color TV sets. It was 
on display in a store window, and I 
was on my way home from school. 
There were about a dozen people 
alongside me.

At home, we had a 19-inch black 
and white set with rabbit ears. The 
color TV in the store was so much 
brighter and bigger.

A few months later, one of those 
25-inch color sets was sitting in my 
living room, bought from that same 
store on credit. It was $500, and we 
made payments every payday.

It was one of those consoles 
with a wooden case. We polished 
it weekly. It was the nicest piece of 
furniture in the room. When it got so 
old that it could no longer be fixed, 
my mother bought another color TV 
and set it on top of the old console. 
She didn’t have the heart to throw 
it away. It was probably one of the 
last models still made with vacuum 
tubes inside.

I spent countless hours in front 
of that set as it brought the world 
into our living room in “living color.” 
Everything looked good on it, even 
the shows broadcast in black and 

white, or monochrome.
We didn’t care that we could see 

the tiny color dots on the screen as 
they formed the picture. That’s just 
the way it was. TV pictures were 
supposed to have those dots. I’d 
rather looked at the color dots than 
the monochrome dots.

All the shows then changed over 
to color, but monochrome sets could 
continue to pick up the new signal. 
There was no need to throw out all 
those perfectly good televisions.

Then digital broadcasts began.
I left the old sets out by the curb 

for over a week. It was sad to see 
them get drenched and basically 
die on electronic death as the water 
destroyed theirs components. 

“Why don’t you take them down 
to a resale shop and get a few 
dollars for them,” asked a neighbor 
before the rain started.

“Nobody is going to buy them,” I 
replied. “The problem is how to get 
rid of them.”

That’s what it has come down to. 
I’ll wait for the next hazardous 

materials and electronics disposal 
event at the Brazoria County Fair-
grounds, and take both out there, 
along with a couple of others I have 
in storage. That will give them a 
proper send-off, at least as proper 
as it gets.

Meanwhile, they’ll just take up 
space. 

It’s time to watch the Houston 
Astros on my 55-inch HD set. Now I 
can’t believe that we used to watch 
those tiny screens and all those 
dots for all those years.  This is the 
way to watch sports.

Wait, look at this ad – 70-inch 
screen, measured diagonally. Now 
that I think of it, that 55-incher looks 
a little small.

(Continued from Page 1)

Old television sets get no respect

Back in storage, these TVs have seen better days.

Jail was finish line for man wanting to race state trooper
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

MINNEAPOLIS — A Wisconsin 
man who said he just wanted to 
race a Minnesota state trooper he 
encountered on a northern Minne-
sota interstate highway on a recent  
morning has raced straight to jail.

The driver was heading north 
on I-35 near Askov, Minn., when 
a trooper heading to training in 

Duluth tried to pull him over around 
6:45 a.m. The driver failed to stop, 
and a pursuit began. 

It went on for 10 miles at speeds 
between 90 and 100 miles per hour, 
said Lt. Tiffani Nielson of the State 
Patrol.

Officers from Moose Lake joined 
the pursuit and deployed stop sticks 
on the freeway. The driver hit the 

sticks, which punctured the left 
front tire of the speeding Ford 
Ranger. When it came to rest, the 
driver, 42, was arrested and he 
told police “he was trying to race” 
the trooper, Nielson said.

The driver was taken to the 
Carlton County jail and faces 
felony charges of fleeing police, 
Nielson said.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Put your life and your future in 
Christ’s hands

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: Can some people really 
foretell the future? I admit I’d like 
to know what’s going to happen to 
me, but I’m not sure if I really ought 
to get involved with a lady near 
us who claims she can predict the 
future through cards and things like 
that. - Mrs. L.G.

A: I strongly urge you not to 
become involved in anything or 
anyone that claims to be able to 
foretell the future. The Bible com-
mands us to avoid anyone “who 
practices divination or sorcery, 
interprets omens... or who is a 
medium or spiritist” (Deuteronomy 
18:10-11).

Why is this? One reason is 
because such things are often 
frauds, using trickery or mystical 
mumbo-jumbo to convince people 
they have special powers - and 
taking their money in the process. 
Occasionally, I’ve read the “predic-
tions” some supposed fortunetell-

ers made at the beginning of a new 
year - and then compared them with 
what actually happened by year’s 
end. Very few of their predictions 
ever came true.

But I also urge you to avoid 
occult practices because they could 
involve you with spiritual forces and 
powers that may be real but are 
absolutely opposed to God.

 Don’t even go near them, for 
they will deceive you every time 
and lead you away from God. The 
Bible strongly warns us against 
“the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil” 
(Ephesians 6:12).

Instead, I urge you to turn to 
Jesus Christ and put your life - and 
your future - into His hands. God 
loves you; He loves you so much 
that His only Son was willing to give 
His life for you. By a simple prayer 
of faith, you can invite Jesus Christ 
into your life today - and I pray you 
will. 

He alone is “the way and the truth 
and the life” (John 14:6).

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
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p.m.Tuesday.
Our 21st year of publishing!

40 years after the war’s end, Vietnam turns to U.S. for weapons purchases to defend against Chinese
By John Boudreau
Bloomberg News (TNS)

HANOI, Vietnam — Vietnam’s 
military is going shopping.

Anxious about a more assertive 
China on its doorstep and frictions 
over territory in the South China 
Sea, officials in Hanoi recently 

hosted a group of foreign defense 
contractors looking to sell the Com-
munist nation everything from radar 
systems to night vision technology 
and aircraft.

The military’s top officers were 
not present because of the sensitiv-
ity of hobnobbing with U.S. defense 

companies eight days before 
celebrations for the 40th anniver-
sary of the defeat of America and its 
allies. But the meeting shows how 
Vietnam’s leaders are looking past 
ideology to practical realities.

“There are no permanent friends 
or enemies, only permanent inter-
ests,” Alexander Vuving, a security 
analyst at the Asia-Pacific Center for 
Security Studies in Hawaii, said by 
phone.

Squeezed by slower U.S. military 
spending, defense firms are look-
ing to Southeast Asian nations for 
new markets, capitalizing on their 
concerns about China’s outlays 
on long-range planes, ships and 
submarines. The April roadshow, 
organized by the U.S. Embassy, 
follows Washington’s easing of 
curbs on sales of nonlethal defense 
systems to Vietnam last October.

“In the coming months there will 
be more conversations, meetings 
and trips back-and-forth between 
American companies and their 
potential Vietnamese clients,” 
said Vu Tu Thanh, chief Vietnam 
representative of the U.S.-Asian 
Business Council, who attended the 
day-long symposium. “There is a 
surge of interest among American 
defense contractors.”

More than a dozen defense com-
panies, including Boeing Co., BAE 
Systems Plc, Lockheed Martin Corp. 
and Honeywell International Inc. 
were invited to the April 22 event, 
according to the agenda for the 
meeting. “The symposium sought to 

promote U.S. firms in Vietnam,” U.S. 
Embassy spokeswoman Lisa Wish-
man said in an email. Companies 
made pitches using PowerPoint pre-
sentations and slides of helicopters, 

boats and communications systems, 
Thanh said. Vietnam’s foreign affairs 
ministry did not respond to emailed 
questions about the country’s inter-
est in U.S. defense systems.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

This year’s Adopt-A-Beach 
Spring Clean-Up wasn’t quite what 
we had expected.  Severe storms 
and hail the night before the event 
kept many of our volunteers at 
home.  Even so, participation along 
Brazoria County beaches was pretty 
impressive.  

Volunteers registered at Surfside 
totaled 359; Quintana registered 
130 participants; and Schlumberger, 
with their own three-mile section 
of Follett’s Beach, registered 400 
employees and family members.  In 
all, the 889 volunteers in Brazoria 
County picked up 32,925 pounds 
of trash along a 17-mile stretch of 
public beaches.  

Now for the bragging rights:  
Coastwide, Brazoria County volun-
teers came in second.  Galveston 
County had the highest turn-out in 
the state-wide coastal clean-up.  
They registered 1,445 participants 
at three clean-up sites, cleaning 59 
miles of bay shores and beaches.  
In all, Galveston volunteers recov-
ered 33,500 pounds of trash - just 
575 pounds more than the amount 
recovered in Brazoria County by a 
little more than half the number of 
volunteers.  

Statewide, 4,927 volunteers in 22 
coastal counties picked up 120,879 
pounds of litter from public beaches 
and bays.  More than half of that 
total was recovered in Brazoria and 

Galveston Counties.  
Of course, that can go two ways 

- either our volunteers were super-
fantastic at picking up everything 
they came across, or we had some 
extraordinarily dirty beaches.  Either 
way you take it, the 2015 Spring 
Beach Clean-Up was a success in 
Brazoria County.  

Adopt-A-Beach efforts didn’t stop 
with cleaning up public beaches.  
Strong winds and hail passing 
along the coast on April 17 left 
behind quite a few dead and injured 
seagulls, pelicans, and other shore 
birds.  Many of the birds suffered 
head trauma from the hail or broken 
wings from the high wind gusts.  

Volunteers collected about 60 of 
the surviving birds and transported 
them to local wildlife rehabilitators 
for help.  

Dana Simon, with Gulf Coast 
Wildlife Rescue, took in the bulk of 
the injured wildlife.  

“Due to the major storms that 
weekend, we received and res-

cued around 60 animals injured 
or orphaned by the rain, wind, 
and hail,” Simon said. “We have 
pelicans, gulls, and herons from 
local beaches as well as baby birds, 
squirrels, raccoons, and bunnies 
from all over Brazoria County.  
Many of these animals came in 
with significant injuries, includ-

ing head trauma, impaired vision, 
and fractured legs and wings, and 
some others were babies who were 
orphaned or lost. We expect them 
to make full recoveries and be 
released back into the wild!”

According to Simon, most of the 
animals required from four to six 
weeks of care - some even longer.  
As Gulf Coast Wildlife Rescue is a 
non-profit organization and receives 
no government funding, the cost is 
borne by their own volunteers and 
the kindness of strangers. 

“They are expensive to feed 
- especially the shore birds that 
require fish,” Simon said.  “We rely 
on donations and volunteers and 
we could really use help funding 
food and other necessities for this 
unexpected influx of animals.”

The latest report on animals res-
cued during the Spring Clean-up is 
that all are doing well and expected 
to be released soon. 

In fact, one group of pelicans 
GCWR took in during that weekend 
will be released just before this 
article is published.  For those want-
ing to lend a hand, the group can be 
reached through their web page at 
www.gcwr.org.

For those who braved the 
weather to attend the Adopt-A-
Beach Spring Clean-Up and to 
those who “went the extra mile” in 
caring for area wildlife - Thank you!

Neither rain nor hail can keep Brazoria County volunteers from cleaning beaches
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Schedule of events
Monday-Thursday, June 29-July 2, 9 a.m. - noon: Nature Camp at 

Camp Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming with 
the Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; 
limited space available.  Pre-registration required.  For information, or to 
register, call (979) 864-1541, or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, July 4: Happy Independence Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese 
dogs, washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Saturday, Aug. 1: KidsFest at Bates Park, Angleton. Rack up on school 
supplies and fun at this FREE back-to-school program for children ages 
3-11.  Hours are 9 a.m. - noon.  For more information, call the Brazoria 
County Parks Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

Sunday, Sept. 6 - Happy Labor Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese dogs, 
washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 233-
6026.

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1-3 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Resoft County 
Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Olan Steve.  Equip-
ment provided. To pre-register, call  (281) 581-2319.

Saturday, Sept. 19: Texas Navy Day Celebration.  Celebrate the 
Republic of Texas Navy at Surfside.  Interact with costumed interpreters 
and watch period artillery at work.  Flag-raising at 8 a.m.; infantry drill at 
various times; 10 a.m. cannon school; ceremony at 4 p.m.  For informa-
tion, call (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, September 26: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Fall Clean-Up.  Volun-
teers gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-
up.  Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Saturday, October 17, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Camp 
Mohawk County Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor 
Marvin Hall.  All equipment provided.  Space is limited.  To pre-register, 
contact Camp Mohawk County Park at (281) 581-2319.

An intern class of up and coming Master Naturalists took full advantage 
of pleasant conditions at Quintana Beach County Park to investigate 
sea life in the breakers.  The group, instructed by a senior member, 
used a seine to collect crabs, small fish, and other near-shore critters 
while wading in the surf.  The Cradle of Texas, Brazoria County Master 
Naturalists is a volunteer organization dedicated to nature education 
and awareness and operates under the Texas AgriLife Extension.  

Sea life
in the

breakers

Brazoria County parks projects update
~ Hanson Park ~

Recent torrential rains brought 
river flooding to Hanson Riverside 
County Park.  Rising water in the 
San Bernard River inundated 
picnic sites along the riverbank, the 
playground and adjacent field, and 
a large portion of the main parking 
area in the section currently open 
to the public.  This flooding required 

temporary park closure due to 
concerns for public safety.  But as of 
press time, playground, picnic and 
fishing pier facilities were open at 
Hanson Riverside County Park.

Flooding also caused silting of 
the recently-completed ramp area of 
the new boat ramp and also washed 
parts of the surrounding bulkhead 
areas into the courtesy dock and 

staging area.  Precinct 4 crews 
worked between rain events to clear 
excessive mud and debris from 
construction areas - even working 
weekends to keep the project on 
track.  

In spite of weather-related 
setbacks, the project is largely on 
track and the completion timeline 
unaltered.

~ Quintana Ed. Ctr. ~
Weather also has impacted 

construction of the new education 
center at Quintana Beach County 
Park.  However, crews made signifi-
cant progress during brief dry peri-
ods between rains.  All major pilings 
have been set, concrete walkways 
have been completed, and bridg-
ing is now in place for ramps to the 
structure site. The target completion 
date remains mid-July.  

~ Quintana Rental ~
Work on the recently-acquired 

rental property within Quintana 
Beach County Park is progressing.  
With basic renovation work com-
pleted, the two-bedroom structure 
will accommodate 10 people.  

Rental of the property is antici-
pated within a few weeks when a 
rate schedule is approved by Com-
missioners Court.  Parks Director 
Frazier anticipates all extra-budget-
ary expenditures to be recovered 
during the summer rental season.



Page 14  THE BULLETIN   May 26, 2015  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Gem weight unit
6 Three-line Japanese poem
11 Container for Peter Pan
14 “You __ busted!”
15 Past prisoner, for short
16 Prefix for a lifesaving “Pen”
17 “Why bother?”
19 Bit of Morse code
20 Trivial gripe
21 Stow cargo

22 “57 Varieties” brand
24 Purr former
25 Plane for a small airstrip, briefly
27 “Why me?”
33 Entire
34 Neeson of “Schindler’s List”
35 Carps at
37 Blubber
38 90-degree pipe piece
39 Clinton’s vice president
40 Johnson of “Laugh-In”

41 Island dance
42 Beast with one hump or two
43 “Why worry?”
46 Pet food brand with a ProActive 
Health variety
47 Chimpanzee, e.g.
48 Equally strange
51 Northwestern pear
53 Revolutionary Guevara
56 Logician’s proof ending
57 “Why not?”
61 Spoon-bending Geller
62 Musical Merman
63 Eucalyptus-eating marsupial
64 Civil War prez
65 Students’ hurdles
66 Kick out

Down
1 Abel’s older brother
2 Class for potential painters
3 Remainder
4 Residue in a smoker’s tray
5 “You missed the deadline”
6 Pay attention to
7 Wheel-supporting shaft
8 Cold bagful for a party
9 Bout enders, briefly
10 Without footwear
11 “Star Wars” warrior
12 Neat as __
13 Big name in hotels and crackers
18 Hiker’s route
23 Stretch out
24 Phone screening service
25 Underwater experiment site
26 Tiny Dickens boy
27 Pier
28 Do-it-yourselfer’s book genre
29 Indigenous Alaskans
30 Grand Roman home
31 Judd of country music
32 “Snowy” heron
33 Fighter’s org.
36 Salt, on the Seine
41 Partner of haw
42 Baked treat often wrapped in 
fluted paper
44 Gizmo
45 Brewer’s kiln
48 Greenish-blue
49 Balkan native
50 Drooling toon dog
51 Red root vegetable
52 Lubricates
53 Bloke
54 Ice fishing access
55 List-shortening abbr.
58 Suffix with Wyoming
59 Old videotape type
60 Fenway team, for short
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
TAX  COIN  CASH  BANK  DEBT  LOAN  PRICE  INCOME
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: DRYLY  CURVE  MALLET  CORNEA
Answer: What the stage actress needed after the hot scene -- “COLD” CREAM

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

Having the nerve to assert your 
rights is not the problem. However, 
choosing to be assertive in appro-
priate situations and for the right 
reasons might challenge you in 
the week ahead. Avoid taking on 

additional debt.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 

have a passion for success, but 
must work harder than others to 
reap the rewards. Remain polite 
even if you’re tired. There’s a New 
Moon in your sign tonight that might 
help you switch direction in the 

coming week.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Olive 

branches or other symbolic gestures 
restore peace and tranquility. You 
can diffuse a potentially volatile 
situation by stepping up to bury 
the hatchet this week. Avoid risky 
investment or relationship commit-

ments.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Spring is a time of growth, but 
money doesn’t grow on trees. It will 
pay to prune unneeded expenses. 
Because you feel ambitious and 
want to show up rivals, you may be 
tempted to overspend in the week 
ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The 
more you give, the more you get. 
An insurmountable obstacle in the 
workplace or with regard to your 
health can be conquered if you’re 
willing to ask for help. Fix problems 
early in the week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
may need to take a few steps back-
ward to continue to forge forward 
in the week ahead. The opinions of 
those close to you could become a 
focal point. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In the 
week ahead, you may be tempted 
to give in to temptations. Perhaps a 
clove of garlic hung by the door will 
keep the green-eyed monster away. 
Fostering trust could change your 
luck for the better in romantic affairs.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Keep a watchful eye on the bottom 
line. When money is concerned, 

it’s difficult to remain solvent 
when there are more “takers” than 
“givers.” Remain aware of a shift of 
interest by your closest partners in 
the week ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Sit on your hands and mind 
your own business. Don’t meddle or 
make changes this week, especially 
regarding work-related issues, as 
you might unleash difficulties that 
will take a long time to clear up.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Talk is cheap, but a passing com-
ment may save you from making an 
expensive mistake. Making the right 
connections in the early part of the 
week could catapult you into a more 
powerful position.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Dependable ways are the best 
ones. People have come to rely on 
you to take care of daily responsi-
bilities like clockwork. There’s no 
reason to change a routine that 
works well.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Mum’s the word. You may easily 
recognize someone else’s faults, 
but you’re not required to point them 
out. Keep friendly advice to yourself 
in the week ahead.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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