
By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

A professor once told me success-
ful authors are fueled by a constant 
intake of cigarette smoke.  Which 
must explain why none of my stuff 
has ever wandered anywhere close 
to a bestsellers list.

But if there is 
anything to the 
theory about sec-
ondhand smoke 
being hazardous 
to health, it’s 
amazing I’m still 
here at all. And 
if you grew up in 
the fifties or six-

ties the same probably goes for you.
Back in my butcher shop days, 

when I worked in one in a country 
store as a teenager, a tobacco 
salesman came in once a week to 
refill the racks behind the checkout 
counter.

He was a friendly fellow, prob-
ably in his sixties, who was either 
smoking or chewing some of his 
merchandise whenever he arrived.  
One week he’d be enjoying a pre-
rolled cigarette (one brand seemed 
to serve as well as another) and 
the next week he’d be smoking one 
he’d rolled himself in a lightning-
quick process that required only one 
hand.  Other weeks he’d puff away 
at a slender briar pipe, or a drooping 
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About this time last year I spent a 
Sunday hanging out in the parking 
lot of NRG Stadium. It was one of 
the most rewarding days of my life.

It was commencement day for the 
University of Houston, and two of 
my children were graduating on the 
same day.

They took different paths. My 
son, Bobby, spent six years in the 
Air Force, including two missions to 

Afghanistan. He 
then became a 
full-time college 
student and 
worked part-time.

My daughter, 
Stephanie, spent 
seven years at 
a national retail 
chain and man-

aged stores for five of those years 
while going to college. She then 
decided to become a full-time col-
lege student and finish up her major.

And, as it turned out, these two 
very different paths crossed on that 
Sunday, with back-to-back ceremo-
nies that lasted into early evening.

I was a proud parent twice in one 
day, taking photos, sitting through 
some pretty long, but mostly inter-
esting speeches, and then waiting 
as each of them walked on the 
stage to accept his and her degree.

We were among the thousands 
of relatives who cheered, waved, 
celebrated.

We ate sandwiches, chips, fruit 
and snack bars in the NRG park-
ing lot between ceremonies. It was 
sweltering hot outside, cool inside. 
By the end of the day, I was sticky 
and tired, but filled with pride that 
these two siblings, who followed 
such different paths to earn a col-
lege degree, achieved their goals.

A year has passed by, but the 

RAMBLINGSClarion’s popular Summer Matinee Series begins June 20
The Clarion at Brazosport Col-

lege is pleased to announce a 
new roster of shows for its popular 
Summer Matinee Series. The 
Summer Matinee Series is a series 
of performances aimed at children, 
which will run at 1:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday from June 20 through 
August 8, except July 4.

Tickets for the performances 
range from $5 to $6 per person and 
are currently on sale.

This year’s matinee series will 
feature seven shows, highlighting 
musical artists, educational acts, 
theater, comedy and magic. All 
shows are appropriate for children 

ages 4 to 12, and all events are 
general seating.

The Clarion is Brazosport 
College’s beautiful, state-of-the-art 
concert hall located at 500 College 
Drive in Lake Jackson. For more 
information about the events and 
tickets for the Clarion’s Summer 
Matinees, visit the Clarion’s website 
at clarion.brazosport.edu or by call-
ing (979) 230.3156.

This season’s lineup of summer 
matinees includes:

        JASON FARNHAM
Wednesday, June 20
1:30 p.m. — $6 Mad Science – Fire & Ice is set for 

July 11 at The Clarion.
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NEE-HAW! YOU BOYS WILL NEVER CATCH ME! … UH-OH! 
A man fled a traffic stop in which two of his buddies – all of whom were 
riding four-wheelers – were pulled over in Defuniak Springs, Ga. But he 
returned to taunt the deputies, driving in circles in the middle of the road 
with a beer in his hand, shouting, “Come and get me!” They did.

YOU SEEMED MUCH NICER IN THE BIBLE: A man broke into 
the Pizza Hut in High Point, N.C., then dialed 911, told the dispatcher 
what he had done, and claimed to be Jesus Christ. He said he committed 
the crime, “because I’m Jesus. I can do whatever I want.”

I THOUGHT WE HAD SOMETHING SPECIAL: A man who was 
awarded a court settlement of $96,000 carried the money with him in a 
suitcase when he engaged the services of three “ladies” of the evening at 
a motel in the Bronx. After they had gotten to know each other well, the 
ladies suggested that they have a “friend” stop by with beer and ciga-
rettes. Then two guys with guns came and took all the money.

IS THIS A GOOD TIME TO TALK? A woman, who had filed a 
restraining order against her ex-boyfriend, found him hiding in the trunk 
of her car after she pulled into an East Texas Walmart.

FUNNY STORY, BOB, YOU’RE NOT GOING TO BELIEVE 
THIS: After taking delivery of his brother-in-law’s $461,000 Ferrari 488 
GTB in Hertfordshire, England, a man took it for a test drive and crashed 
it into a tree. Repairs are expected to cost about $172,000.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKIN’ AT!? A couple used a barn owl to 
deliver the rings at their wedding in Cheshire, England. It flew into the 
church and landed – as expected - on the arm of the best man. Unfortu-
nately, the bird then turned and attacked one of the ushers.

YES MA’AM, THEY ARE, RUN FOR YOUR LIFE! After officials 
in Elon, Ariz., celebrated a “Day of the Dinosaurs” by placing 7-foot-tall 
statues of the prehistoric beasts in a local park, a woman called police 
and asked if they were real.

IT SEEMS THE DOPE YOU HAVE IS GOOD ENOUGH: A man, 
in search of “better dope,” smashed a stolen semi truck through the fence 
at a joint military base in Pierce County, Wash. He told arresting officers 
that he thought he was being chased by paratroopers falling from the sky.

THE LORD WORKS IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS: A man got his 
arm stuck in the donation drop box at Trinity Episcopal Church in Vero 
Beach, Fla., as he was trying to steal the money “for drugs.”

SO THE WORDS HAVE STOOD THE TEST OF TIME: A year 
ago, two men tattooed the words “I am a thief” on the forehead of a teen-
ager who had stolen a bicycle in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Last week, he was 
arrested for stealing deodorant from a supermarket.

I THINK HE WENT THIS WAY: A burglar, intent on stealing 
cigarettes and lottery tickets, entered a store in Kawkawlin, Township, 
Mich., by driving a snowmobile through the glass door. Police followed 
the vehicle’s tracks in the snow and found him and the snowmobile in a 
ditch about a half mile away.

memories are as fresh as the day 
they were made. It was a very 
special day. 

What are the chances that a 
brother and sister five years apart 
would go their own way and then 
wind up graduating from college on 

the same day? More importantly, 
walking on that stage represented 
the final few steps of two very 
long journeys. The fact that they 
completed their education says a lot 
about the people taking those steps. 
There are millions of them each 
year, and each one of those gradu-

ates has the right to be proud. The 
first of many successes has been 
achieved.

I went to my high school gradu-
ation, but not to the college one. I 
already had moved to Bay City and 
started my career in journalism at 
the Tribune in 1979. 

Journalism jobs back in those 
days were hard to find, and I had 
one. I was going to work exactly in 
the field for which I prepared. That 
was bragging rights. I would have 
gone to the end of the world to work 
as a reporter. As it turned out, I only 
had to drive 1,714 miles.

My mother made it to my high 
school graduation ceremony. Her 
education was cut short in Europe 
by WWII, which lasted four years 
– from the time she would have 
started high school until she would 
have finished it. The war cut short 
her formal schooling. Then there 
was a revolution and her escape 
from behind the Iron Curtain with 
her 10-year-old son. She stayed 
busy.

She convinced one of our neigh-

bors to go with her to my gradu-
ation. and she was beaming with 
pride the entire time. I didn’t see 
her as my name was called, but I 
would imagine that she soaked it all 
in. That part of her work was done. 
Mine had just begun.

Congratulations to all you gradu-
ates out there, and to the parents 
who helped to make it possible. It’s 
a wonderful experience. Cherish it 
forever and take lots of pictures and 
videos. You’ll be glad you did.

(Continued from Page 1)

Graduation season’s many memories

• Nearly 40 percent of working-aged Americans now hold a college 
degree, according to a new report from the Lumina Foundation. In 2012, 
39.4 percent of Americans between 25 and 64 had at least a two-year col-
lege degree.

•  Just 5 percent of community college students graduate with two-year 
degrees in two years and about 36 percent of four-year private and flagship 
public university and college students with bachelor’s degrees in four.

 • Thirty-five percent of the job openings will require at least a bachelor’s 
degree; 30 percent of the job openings will require some college or an 
associate’s degree; 36 percent of the job openings will not require education 
beyond high school.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
MOTHER OF TECHNOLOGIES 

Q. Training doctors.  Treat-
ing anxiety.  Traveling to the 
roof of the world.  Dissecting a 
frog.  Going on a spacewalk….  
What remarkable technology 
advances all these disparate 
experiences?

A. The head-mounted virtual 
reality (VR) device, answers Clive 
Thompson in “Smithsonian” maga-
zine.  “Today’s VR emerged largely 
because the technology it requires 
— LCD screens and tilt sensors 
— was made suddenly cheap by 
the boom in mobile phones.”  Now 
VR is edging into mainstream, with 
more and more people peering into 
new realms.  

Surgeons use it to simulate 
operations. For fear of heights or 
fear of public speaking, VR is a 
new tool in “exposure therapy,” 
where patients board a virtual ele-
vator or address a virtual audience 
to diffuse their anxiety. “‘Ever-
est VR’ draws on a database of 
300,000 images to take you from 
the base camp to the summit.”

Using “VIVED Science,” stu-
dents can dissect a virtual frog.  
And with “Mission ISS,” you can 
board the International Space 
Station and experience what it’s 

like to dock cargo and go on a 
spacewalk. Dubbed “an empathy 
machine” by one filmmaker, VR 
can also transport the viewer to 
the warming waters of Greenland 
(“Melting Ice”), to the mind’s eye of 
a factory-farmed pig (“iAnimal”), or 
to a prison’s solitary confinement 
(“6x9”). 

As VR proponents say, “By 
hijacking our entire field of vision, 
it has more persuasive power than 
TV, radio or any other previous 
medium.”

  FLOATING SOLUTION
Q. Millions of people world-

wide live on floodplains, where 
rising waters could jeopardize 
their homes and even their lives.  
What Top Tech innovation of 
2018 is trying to address the 
problem?

A. Called LifeArk, it’s a home 
that floats, says “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine.  Architectural firm GDS 
is working on “a prefabricated 
modular dwelling that is cheap to 
make, easily transported in ship-
ping containers, and then quickly 
assembled on-site using standard 
tools.”  

Bolt together the 6-square-
meter-units to construct larger 
structures and connect them to 
the main power grid and sewer 
system. Units for off-grid sites 

come equipped with solar panels, 
rainwater harvesting and filtration, 
and waste management systems.

Later this year the first proto-
types of LifeArk will be installed 
on a lake in Lindale, Texas, some 
90 miles east of Dallas. More to 
come.

     RATS AND AGING
Q.  As a person gets older, 

his or her likelihood of dying in 
the next year increases, dou-
bling about every 8 years.  For 
example, if at age 60 you have a 
1 percent risk of dying per year, 
then at age 68 it’s 2 percent per 
year, 4 percent at 76, 8 per-
cent at 84, and so on. The risk 
mounts quickly, and few of us 
make it to 100.  All mammals 
studied age this way, that is, all 
except one. What’s the excep-
tion?

A. Naked mole rats are a 
stunning exception to the rule, 
claims Rochelle Buffenstein and 
her colleagues in a recent online 
paper in “eLife.”  She started 
working with naked mole rats in 
1980, says Kai Kupferschmidt in 
“Science” magazine, and over the 
years has maintained thousands of 
them in scores of colonies, keep-
ing meticulous records, including 
births and deaths.  

In captivity they maintain a 
mortality rate of about 3 percent 
per year, independent of age, so 
no well-defined life expectancy 
exists. Instead, like radioactive 
atoms, they have a “half-life”: a 50 
percent chance of dying every 19 
years. Many live beyond 30 years, 
unheard of for a mammal the size 
of a mouse.

Buffenstein now studies the 
biology of aging at Google spinoff 
Calico, a company dedicated to 
increasing human lifespan. Naked 
mole rats’ unusually low body 
temperature may inhibit cellular 
and molecular damage, and they 
have exceptional DNA repair and 
misfolded-protein disposal mecha-
nisms.  

She says she hopes to identify 
a master switch controlling all 
these antiaging measures. “I would 
argue that most of our biggest 
discoveries in biology have been 
made using freak animals.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin
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Sherlock Holmes model, or a simple 
rig fashioned from a corncob.  Occa-
sionally he’d be smoking cigars, 
large or small, and he often would 
show up with a jaw full of chewing 
tobacco or a protruding lower lip 
filled with Garrett sweet snuff.

I asked him once why he kept 
changing.

He smiled – he was always 
smiling, possibly the effect of such 
constant and varied nicotine stimu-
lation – and told me he enjoyed 
tobacco in all its manifestations.

I was probably a high school 
freshman at the time, not yet a 
wordsmith, and in all likelihood I 
had never heard the word mani-
festations. But I got the gist of his 
philosophy.

I don’t know what became of 
him; he was a traveling salesman 

and didn’t live in Oakwood.  But 
he’d be well over a hundred now 
if he’s still alive. Which is doubt-
ful, given the many and sundry 
carcinogens he consumed.

Though that fellow did use more 
types of tobacco than anyone I 
ever knew, it wasn’t at all uncom-
mon in the mid 1960’s for most of 
the customers in that store to be 
smoking as they did their market-
ing.  Folks smoked in the post 
office, at the eateries – the Bus 
Stop Café and Laurene’s – in Miss 
Flossie’s dress shop, and in the 
bank.  Ladies smoked under big 
hair dryers in beauty shops and 
men smoked while they got hair-
cuts.  Some of the teachers at the 
school came into class from their 
breaks with smoke billowing out of 
their mouth and nose, and, though 
nobody smoked during services, 

the front porches of churches were 
stagnant and cloudy from the last 
frantic intakes before heading in.

My mother smoked unfiltered 
cigarettes until my sisters and I 
convinced her to switch. Then 
she used Pall Malls, and I can 
still smell the unique stench of a 
burning filter from her transition 
period, when she as often as not lit 
the wrong end. Still, we considered 
it a victory, hoping that the tiny 
filter would protect her from all that 
smoke.

It didn’t.  She died when she was 
younger than I am now after a long 
bout with cancer.

My father gave up cigarettes 
early on, replacing them with 
occasional cigars. He chose – no 
surprise here – the least expensive 
available: King Edwards.  By the 
time my mother died he had moved 
on to pipes, of which he had a 
handsome collection. He was an 
easy man to buy a present for; a 
new pipe was always appreciated. 
Until he remarried, that is, late in 
his life. His new wife was intoler-
ant of smoking – and a good many 
other things come to think of it – so 
the pipes got tossed.

I managed to get through all of 
that constant smoke – at home, in 
town, in the car – without taking 
it up myself.  Until I went into the 
army, at least.

When my battalion in Germany 
took part in month-long war games 

we had to eat C-rations, boxed 
meals consisting of horrible potted 
meats and canned cakes so hard 
and dry that they made good 
paperweights.  Each C-ration box 
also had a small pack of cigarettes.  
Being thrifty – I was my father’s 
son – and not disposed to look 
gifts horses in the mouth, I started 
smoking them.

But I gave it up after several 
years, hopefully before any per-
manent damage was done to my 
lungs.

There’s a lot I miss about times 
gone by, but all that constant smok-
ing going on in public places isn’t 
one of them. I’m appreciative of 

no-smoking restaurants and hotels.  
And I particularly hate to see kids 
lighting up, trying to look debonair, 
waving a cigarette around as if it 
were Harry Potter’s magic wand.

Because even though that 
tobacco salesman seemed to find 
some magic in his wares, I only 
have to remember my mother’s last 
years to know that it’s a very dark 
magic indeed.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith
.wordpress.com. He is the author 
of “Writer’s Digest’s Write Great 
Fiction: Description & Setting,” 
and nine other books of fiction and 
nonfiction.

Growing up with secondhand smoke
(Continued from Page 1)
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
opens doors to new office at Port Freeport

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) recently cel-
ebrated the completion of its 
newly constructed offices at Port 
Freeport with an official ribbon-cut-
ting. In attendance at the event, 
along with CBP leadership and 
officers, were Port Commissioners, 
members of Port management, 
and several Port tenants

“We are pleased to see Cus-
toms and Border Protection 
open the doors to their new and 
improved facility. The necessary 
upgrades and increased office 
space will help facilitate their 

efficient screening of international 
cargo traveling through Port Free-
port, ensuring the safety of our 
nation,” stated Phyllis Saathoff, 
Executive Director/CEO.

Construction began on the new 
facilities in March 2017. The new 
3,000-square-foot facility includes 
office space for 11 officers, a 
screening laboratory, and a con-
ference room. 

 “U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection enjoys a great partner-
ship with the Port of Freeport, and 
we are thankful that they have 
provided a state-of-the-art facility 

for our agriculture specialists and 
officers to perform the important 
work of facilitating legitimate 
trade,” CBP Port Director Rod-
erick Hudson said.  “The facility 
is indicative of the port’s com-
mitment to being a true stake-
holder and partner in our shared 
responsibility to provide a secure 
stream for importing and exporting 
commodities.”

“Having U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection in a larger, 
functional work space in close 
proximity to the Port’s gates and 
Emergency Operations Center 
is beneficial to all Port users 
because of the key role the 
agency plays in operations at Port 
Freeport,” said Paul Kresta, Chair-
man of the Port Commission.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Feelings of guilt first step to seeking God’s forgiveness
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: How can I expect God to 
forgive me when I can’t even 
forgive myself? I’ve hurt a lot of 
people and done a lot of shame-
ful things in my life, but I can’t 
go back and change the past. 
I hate what I’ve done, but I’ll 
never get over my guilt. - C.R.J.

A: My first comment may sur-
prise you, but I’m thankful you feel 
this way about your past. If you 
just laughed about it, or dismissed 
it as unimportant, or didn’t feel 
any guilt over what you’ve done 
and the people you’ve hurt, then 
you’d be in great spiritual danger, 
because you wouldn’t feel any 
need for God. 

But you do feel guilty, and 
because you do, you’ve taken 
your first step toward seeking 
God’s forgiveness.

But you’re wrong when you say 
God can’t forgive you because 

you can’t forgive yourself! Is God 
less powerful than you? Is God 
less loving than you? To put it 
another way, are God’s hands 
tied until you get your own life in 
order? No, of course not. Jesus 
Christ didn’t wait until we were 
perfect to give His life for us. The 
Bible says, “God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Romans 5:8).

God’s forgiveness is a gift - a 
gift He freely offers us when we 
repent of our sins and turn in faith 
to Christ. Why refuse His gift any 
longer? The Bible says, “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

Then, ask God to help you put 
your past behind you. He may 
want you to apologize to those 
you’ve hurt and ask for their 
forgiveness. But don’t be bound by 
the past; God has already forgiven 
it.

Tribune Media Services 

Port Freeport hosts annual Take-A-Child Fishing Tournament

Port Freeport Commissioner Rudy Santos and Executive Director/
CEO Phyllis Saathoff presents 1st-place through 3rd-place awards to 
tournament winners in blue fins and yellow fins divisions.

On Saturday, May 5, Port Free-
port hosted the 18th Annual Take-A-
Child Fishing Tournament (TACFT) 
at the Freeport Municipal Park.  

The tournament provides an 
opportunity for the Port and spon-
sors to give back to the community.  

Over 240 local young anglers 

with their families brought the 
total attendance to more than 600 
people. With over 370 cans col-
lected, the entry fee of a canned 
good helps fill the pantry at the 
Brazoria County Dream Center. 

“Port Freeport is honored to host 
this annual event. With the help 

of our sponsors and volunteers, it 
provides an opportunity for youth in 
our community to not only go home 
with great prizes, but also spend 
quality time outdoors with family 
and friends,” said Port Freeport 
Executive Director/CEO, Phyllis 
Saathoff.

Registrants are divided into two 
age groups, and first- through third- 
place prizes are awarded to both 
groups.  

First-place winners were 
awarded a laptop computer, printer 
and accessories. Second and third 
place received Visa gift cards.  

Each registrant received a T-shirt, 
patriotic folding chair and a goodie 
bag.  They also had an opportunity 
to win one of over 100 door prizes. 

“With the generosity and support 
of the many sponsors and dedi-
cated volunteers, this event con-
tinues to be successful year after 

year.  The commissioners and I are 
proud to be part of this community 
tradition.” stated Port Commission 
Chairman Paul Kresta.        

The young anglers caught a vari-
ety of fish and presented a total of 
539 at the weigh-in. Port Freeport 
would like to thank everyone who 
attended and congratulate this 

year’s winners:
Blue Fins Category (Ages 3-8) 
First Place – McKenzie Mouton, 

Second Place – Isabella Hlavinka, 
Third Place – Parker Urban
 Yellow Fins Category (Ages 9-14) 

First Place – Abby Pillar, Second 
Place – Ryan Dirzanowski, Third 
Place – Reid Dusek



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   May 22, 2018    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

How you can help preserve undertold stories of Texas
The Texas Historical Commission 

(THC) is currently accepting appli-
cations for undertold Texas historical 
markers that address historical gaps 
and promote diversity of topics and 
cultures. The deadline for submis-
sion is June 15.

The THC utilizes general marker 
application funds to sponsor these 
markers that represent an untold or 
undertold aspect of Texas history. 
Previous undertold markers honor 
significant individuals and places 
like Mina Ward school in Bastrop, 

the site of the first Mexican-Ameri-
can integration into white public 
schools and the murals of Hannah 
Hall at Texas Southern University 
in Houston that were painted by 
students of the renowned artist Dr. 
John Biggers.

The THC can assist local spon-
sors and County Historical Commis-
sions with selected topics by paying 
for the foundry cost of a historical 
marker, or by assisting with the 
research necessary to submit and 
complete a qualified application.

For more information about 
the Undertold Markers Program, 
contact the THC’s History Programs 
Division at (512) 463-5853 or visit 
thc.texas.gov.
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The Bulletin requires no 
password, no router, no 

computer or cellphone, no 
Facebook access, and it is 
free to read every week. 

Please let our advertisers 
know that you have seen 
their ads in the Bulletin.
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Jason Farnham has delighted 
audiences around the U.S. over 
and over again. Fans have affec-
tionately dubbed him “Schroeder” 
from Peanuts because of his toy 

piano, his witty Victor Borge-style 
piano comedy antics and the clever 
way he interacts with the audience. 
The variety includes contemporary 
Romantic piano, jazz, bossa nova, 
blues, stride piano and classical 

with a modern twist.
ENSEMBLE THEATRE 

— “MUFARO’S BEAUTIFUL 
DAUGHTERS”

Wednesday, June 27
1:30 p.m. — $5

A happy African father, Mufaro, 
has two beautiful daughters. 
Nyasha is kind and considerate, 
while Manyara is selfish, bad-tem-
pered and spoiled. However, Mufaro 
doesn’t see this about Manyara. 
Then, when the king takes on a wife 
and must choose between the two, 
Manyara sets out to make certain 
she is chosen. The two beautiful 
girls react in different ways to the 
king’s search, and a surprise ending 
occurs.

MAD SCIENCE — FIRE & ICE
Wednesday, July 11
1:30 p.m. — $5
Children will be dazzled as 

physical and chemical changes 
are explored throughout this show. 
Follow Eggbert on his egg-citing 
journey and witness the wonders of 
air pressure and an indoor firework 
show.  For the finale, marvel at a 
huge bubbling potion using the 
Special Mad Science Ice. Kids will 
have a great time and be excited 
about science!
  THE MAGIC OF LANNY KIBBEY

Wednesday, July 18
1:30 p.m. — $5
Magician Lanny Kibbey brings the 

very best in magical entertainment 
with his children’s-oriented comedy 
magic show. Magician Lanny tours 
across the United States. Robin 
Leech, host of the television show 
“Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous” 
said “I have seen the very best 
in magical entertainment, all over 
the world ... and the Magic Lanny 

Kibbey is world class!
        TOM’S FUN BAND
Wednesday, July 25
1:30 p.m. — $5
A Summer Series favorite, Tom’s 

Fun Band is a group of musicians 
who have come from very differ-
ent musical backgrounds to bring 
fun music to children and families. 
Tom’s Fun Band was born when 
Tom Wilbeck decided to start writing 
children’s music for his twins. Today, 
Tom’s Fun Band can be seen at fes-
tivals, schools, libraries, fundraisers, 
parties, museums and anywhere 
positive, family music is needed.

CARRANZA PUPPETS — 
“ALADDIN”

Wednesday, August 1
1:30 p.m. — $6
Carranza Puppets presents 

“Aladdin,” based on the tale from 
the “Arabian Nights” story. This 
elaborate marionette play has origi-
nal and fully-orchestrated music, 
beautiful sets and costumes, and an 
array of lighting and special effects. 
“Aladdin” is a wonderful theatrical 
experience that children will not 
soon forget.

        VINCENT NUNES
Wednesday, August 8
1:30 p.m. — $6
Award-winning children’s record-

ing artist Vincent Nunes presents 
his humorous, lively songs, which 
includes “Jump Rope Rap,” “Double 
Bubble Bubblebath” and others, all 
with educational messages about 
ABC’S, anatomy and counting.

Clarion’s popular Summer Matinee Series begins June 20
(Continued from Page 1)

Carranza Puppets – “Aladdin” will be presented Aug. 1 at The Clarion.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Send your announcement to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We’ll help you spread 
the word on the many  important events taking 

place in your community.

Former Green Beret and amputee 
John Wayne Walding recently 
appeared at the Brazosport College 
Foundation’s final Women’s Lecture 
Luncheon Series event of the year.

Walding closed the 2017-18 Lec-
ture Luncheon series, which also 
featured author and breast cancer 

survivor Kelly Corrigan and art histo-
rian Tina Rivers Ryan earlier in the 
season. This was the ninth season 
the Brazosport College Foundation 
has hosted the popular series.

As a Green Beret who fought 
an epic battle for which he and his 
comrades earned the prestigious 

Silver Star, Walding distinguished 
himself beyond measure on the 
battlefield. It was during the harrow-
ing battle of Shok Valley on April 6, 
2008, that Walding lost his leg to a 
sniper, and yet returned fire for four 
more hours with his severed lower 
limb tied to his thigh. The incredible 
story of that six-hour fight is detailed 
in the book, “No Way Out: A Story of 
Valor in the Mountains of Afghani-
stan” by Mitch Weiss and Kevin 
Maurer.

Post-injury, Walding attended 
Special Forces Sniper School, and 
upon graduation, became the first 
amputee ever to become a Green 
Beret Sniper. Using a hand crank, 
he went on to compete in the 2009 
Boston Marathon, in which he 
finished fourth, finished in the Top 
10 in the 2009 New York Marathon, 
and ran the Army 10 Miler.

Now he is an entrepreneur at 5 
Toes Custom, giving veterans a 
place for transitioning and wounded 
vets to come learn a craft and 
regain their independence in the 
company of fellow vets who under-
stand that the battle never ends.

During his appearance at Brazo-
sport College, Walding inspired the 
audience with his personal stories 
of overcoming obstacles and facing 
adversity.

The Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series is a series of events intended 
to help promote cultural enrichment 
for all women hosted by the Brazos-
port College Foundation.

Next season’s Women’s Lecture 
Luncheon Series will feature three 
more dynamic speakers, includ-
ing playwright and film lecturer 
Marc Lapadula on Oct. 11; social 
researcher and author Shaunti Feld-
hahm on Feb. 7, 2019 and popular 
newspaper advice columnist Amy 
Dickinson on April 5, 2019.

Walding delivers inspirational message at Lecture Luncheon 

• A recent study found that eye 
contact effectively hijacks your 
brain, making it harder to focus on 
even simple things like speaking.

• Plastic surgeons can estimate a 
person’s age, accurate to within ten 
months, by just looking at a photo.

• When truck driver Darren Walp 
was fired via text during a deliv-
ery, he dumped 1,000 bushels of 
corn on the highway to exact his 
revenge.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice Chairman: Rex Lloyd
Secretary: Rebecca Golden
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Alvie Merril, Paul Wofford Jr., 
Brian Wilmer

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

A new Texas history museum opened up in San Felipe last month, and 
Brazoria County Parks Department staff were there to support their fellow 
historic site neighbors. The 10,000-square-foot museum will be home to a 
desk that once belonged to Stephen F. Austin, and our interpreters from the 
Stephen F. Austin statue park participated in the grand opening ceremonies.

Statue staff helps open San Felipe historic site

The American Heritage Girls 
Troop TX0355 visited Quintana 
Beach County Park to volunteer 
their time and help clean up the 
beach. 

We’re thankful to all of our 
volunteers throughout the year. 
Your service helps us keep up with 
litter and debris, which in turn keeps 
other guests and local wildlife safe.American Heritage Girls clean up Quintana

Staff from the Artist Boat conservancy in Galveston led a kayak tour of 
students from Brazosport ISD on the Christmas Bay paddling trail earlier this 
month.

Artist Boat hosts excursion adventures, as well as in-class workshops, 
exposing students to nature and giving them opportunities for “hands-on 
and feet-in instruction.” Students learn the primary functions of wetlands, the 
major threats facing coastal habitats, and how they can help protect these 
ecosystems and the wildlife they support.

Pictured are students from Michelle Stallard’s class from Lake Jackson 
Intermediate School.

Artist Boat visits Christmas Bay
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Schedule of events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Sunday, May 27, 2 to 5 p.m.: This Was: Iron 
and Flame. Join in this hands-on program about 
campfire cooking. If you haven’t used iron over 
an open flame, you’re missing out - it’s the way 
our ancestors did it before their kitchens moved 
indoors. For more information, call the Stephen F. 
Austin park at 979-849-5965. 

Saturday, June 9, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer 
Paddling Event #1. Come join the Small Water-
craft Club as it holds a paddling event on one 
of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your 
own boat or borrow one of ours. Great for fami-
lies and first-time paddlers. Location TBD. For 
information or reservations, call 979-864-1152 or 
email mikem@brazoria-county.com

Sunday, June 10, 2 to 5 p.m.: History Talks: 
The Battle of Velasco. We will discuss events 
and conditions leading to the 1832 encounter, 
as well as details of the battle, aftermath, and 
implications. History Talks is an interactive history 
presentation based on primary sources and focus-
ing on people, events, and conditions of Brazoria 
County, 1811-1846.  For more information, call the 
Stephen F. Austin park at 979-849-5965. 

June 18-21: Nature Camp at Camp Mohawk 
County Park. Outdoor nature-related programming 
with the Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 
7-12.  $30 per camper; limited space available. Pre-
registration required. For information or reservations 
call 979-864-1152, or email mikem@brazoria-
county.com.

Saturday, June 23, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer 
Paddling Event #2. Come join the Small Water-
craft Club as it holds a paddling event on one 
of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your 

own boat or borrow one of ours. Great for families 
and first-time paddlers. Location TBD.  For infor-
mation or reservations call 979-864-1152 or 
email mikem@brazoria-county.com

Sunday, June 24, 2 to 5 p.m.: This Was: Tactile 
Textiles. Cloth production from boll to yard-good - a 
hands-on exploration of a home industry. For more 
information, call the Stephen F. Austin park at 979-
849-5965.  

Saturday, July 14, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer 
Paddling Event #3. Come join the Small Water-
craft Club as it holds a paddling event on one 
of the waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your 
own boat or borrow one of ours. Great for fami-
lies and first-time paddlers. Location TBD. For 
information or reservations call 979-864-1152 or 
email mikem@brazoria-county.com

Sunday, July 8, 2 to 5 p.m.: History Talk: 
King Cotton. In Austin’s Colony, cotton was king. 
Colonist’s lives were centered on the cycle of plant-
ing, growing, and selling this fluffy fiber. But what 
is cotton? Why was growing it so important to the 
colonists in Austin’s Colony? Join us as we explore 
the economy created by cotton, from the fields 
of Brazoria County to the fabric mills of Liverpool 
England. For more information, call the Stephen F. 
Austin park at 979-849-5965.  

Saturday, July 14, 9 a.m. to noon: Summer 
Paddling Event #3. Come join the Brazoria Paddler’s 
Club (formerly known as the Small Watercraft 
Club) as it holds a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. Bring your own 
boat or borrow one of ours. Location TBD. For 
information or reservations, call 979-864-1152 or 
email mikem@brazoria-county.com.

It’s about time for some fun in the sun, and Follett’s Island is waiting for 
you to come out for some quality beach time. Follett’s Island is the 14-mile 
stretch of public access beach along the Gulf of Mexico that protects Christ-
mas Bay and the Intracoastal Waterway from severe weather, and provides 
the community with free entertainment and relaxation.

Visitors to Follett’s Island enjoy fishing, swimming, and camping along the 
beach year-round. The beach is free to enjoy via public access entrances 
along Bluewater Highway, or CR 257. You’ll know you’ve found Follett’s 
Island when you see the blue public access signs.

We want to see your summertime shots from our beach, so be sure to tag 
your images with “#FolletsIsland” on social media. We’ll share our favorites 
on the Brazoria County Parks Department pages.

Fun in the sun: Beach season is here
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June 2, 
June 16, 30
9am - 3pm

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

City of Brotherly Love? Not if 
you’re a Manning brother.
“Philly, you just gotta get used 

to,” Giants QB Eli Manning, 37, told 
Steiner Sports. “... because you’re 
not used to seeing a 9-year-old 
cursing at you and talking about my 
mom and stuff.

“Once you get used to it, it’s fine. 
It just takes a year or two. Now (15 
years later) he’s 24 and training his 
4-year-old to curse at me.”

        Casket catch
Baseball Hall of Famer Andre 

Dawson owns Paradise Memorial 
Funeral Home in Richmond Heights, 
Fla.

Which certainly puts a whole new 
spin on “burying one in the dirt.”

      Game of thrones
Red Sox star Mookie Betts and 

actress Meghan Markle – set to wed 
Prince Harry on May 19 at Windsor 
Castle – could be distant relatives, 
The Boston Globe reported.

Coincidence? Betts’ agent just 
demanded a trade to the Royals.

      Jayhawks down
In just the past eight months, 

the Kansas cheer team has been 
suspended and three KU fraternities 
shut down amid hazing allegations.

Turns out the least-threatening 
thing on campus is the football 
team.

        Take it outside
Golfer Dustin Johnson angered 

Paulina Gretzky by hitting golf balls 
in the house.

He quickly got the hint when she 
returned fire with a bevy of slap 
shots.

     Putting on the dog
Floyd Mayweather, who’s been 

known to do some eccentric things, 
bought his dog some designer 
shoes.

Even more shocking than that? 
Floyd’s lucky pooch isn’t even a 
boxer.

    Down-and-out route
Dez Bryant turned down a three-

year, $21 million pitch from the 
Ravens - preferring to roll the dice 
with a one-year, make-good deal 
- and now his offers have totally 
dried up. Upon further review, Dez 
dropped the ball.

   Don’t press your luck
A woman at a Texas racetrack 

turned an $18 “Pick 5” bet on a 
series of Kentucky Derby Day races 
into $1.2 million. Here’s hoping 
she’ll resist the urge to let it ride on 
the Browns winning the Super Bowl.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones
• Using AI image recognition 

methods, researchers have found a 
way to recondition the human brain 
to overcome specific fears.

• A naked mole rat’s exterior buck 
teeth can move independent of each 
other, like chopsticks.

• That hiss you hear when you 
turn your headphones way up is the 
sound of electrons traveling along 
copper wires.

• Women aren’t allowed to be 
priests because, according to Catho-
lic doctrine, priests actually embody 
the persona of Jesus and God.

• After a heart attack, some of the 
heart tissue can effectively turn to 
bone, a byproduct of the heart trying 
to heal itself.

• You’d have to boil a typical can 
of beer for 30 minutes to make it 
nonalcoholic.

DID YOU KNOW?

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Chicken piece
6 “Amazing!”
9 Vineyard picking
14 Reddish-orange salon dye
15 Cleanup hitter’s stat
16 More sick-looking
17 Fancy burger meat
19 Athlete on a Houston diamond
20 When repeated, an African fly
21 Gretel’s brother

23 Jumps on one foot
24 Opposite of NNW
25 Begin serving customers
27 Ristorante shrimp dish
32 Spoils, as food
35 Powerful northern cold front
38 “Messenger” molecule
39 Musical inadequacy
40 Underinflated tire’s need
41 Sch. east of Hartford
43 Bit of gel

44 “30 Rock” co-star
47 One throwing the first pitch
49 Art of “The Honeymooners”
50 Must have
51 Juvenile newt
53 Melville sailor Billy
55 Flowering
58 Happy hour place
61 Remove from the whiteboard
63 Color of a clear sky
65 Raring to go
66 “__ Abner”
67 Blackens, as tuna
68 Earnest requests
69 “__ Miz”
70 Hitter’s statistic, and, when 
abbreviated, a hint to the six longest 
puzzle answers

DOWN
1 “How about __!”
2 Farm layers
3 “Picnic” playwright
4 Bearded antelope
5 Dish of chopped-up leftovers
6 Small songbirds
7 More than pudgy
8 Michelle, to Barack
9 Valedictorian’s 4.0, e.g.: Abbr.
10 Itchy skin conditions
11 “Good Eats” series creator
12 One sought by cops
13 Love deity
18 Army private’s training, familiarly
22 Johns, to Elton
26 “Downtown” singer Clark
27 Smooths in wood shop
28 Certain Balkan
29 Injury treatment brand
30 NYC subway org.
31 Stereotypical “Arrr!” shouter
32 Attire
33 Broadway title orphan
34 Boy in a classic Irish ballad
36 Boxer Max
37 State-issued driver ID
42 USN officer
45 Mother of Castor and Pollux
46 Stage performer
48 Watery obstacle for Moses
51 Popeye creator Segar
52 Tips caught by a catcher, e.g.
53 Honk cousin
54 Eurasian border river
56 Strike’s opposite
57 Flat-topped hill
58 Spill secrets
59 Vague emanation
60 Part of R and R
62 Ambulance destinations, for short
64 Gambling action
(c)2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
PIE  CAKE  BREAD  MUFFIN  COOKIE  BROWNIE  COBBLER
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to be discreet about a financial 
matter or career objective. Office 
politics can be tricky to handle as 
this week unfolds, so remain incon-
spicuous. Use good business sense 
to handle unexpected changes in 
plan.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Remember that good fences make 
good neighbors. In the week to 
come, you may be challenged to 
defend your territory so it is wise to 
offer well-defined limits. Being too 
inquisitive or intrusive could stir up 
animosity.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In 
the week to come, you may find it 
difficult to predict how others may 
react to your ideas. Wait a few 
days before you exert persuasive 
tactics. Your energies could easily 
get scattered if you are subjected to 
repeated interruptions. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
The week ahead can offer you 
opportunities to explore your 
creative side. Use your vision and 
foresight to plan a better financial 
future. You might even recognize 
money-making potential in a hobby 
or sideline.

   Bulletin  Horoscope
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
The first half of the week is a poor 
time to launch crucial projects as 
there could be unexpected changes 
to your plans. It might be best to 
consider your future financial needs 
and lay the groundwork for stability.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Develop an archive of accurate 
assumptions. You and a special 
someone share the same tastes 
and passions. You can take this to 
a logical conclusion in the week 
ahead when there is time for pri-
vate, intimate moments.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 
deserve to only have the best and 
highest. Maybe you will need to be 
patient or to economize to gratify 
your desires as the week unfolds, 
but you will find it worth every 
penny and the wait in the long run.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You may be in a negative frame of 
mind about job or career prospects. 
Rather than making impulsive 
changes in the week ahead, in the 
hopes that they will change your 
luck, focus on being reliable and 
steady.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): It is wise 
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ADAGE  LEAVE  FONDUE  SYRUPY
Answer: With all the taxes and surcharges, gasoline is -- “FEE-YOU-L”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Temper friendliness with 
common sense. Not everyone who 
gives you advice will be reliable in 
the week ahead. You must remain 
respectful of the rights of others 
especially if personal possessions 
are involved.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): “Push and shove” tactics can 
cause you to lose traction in the 
week ahead. Be considerate and 
gentle with people who are unpre-
dictable. You may be too greedy 
for your own good or succumb to 
wishful thinking.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You can’t ignore any doubts and 
concerns that haunt you. Although 
you might not have the funds to 
buy your heart’s desire, or may 
find there are strings attached, you 
could receive a boost in pay later in 
the week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You could be torn two ways. As 
this week begins, you may be 
suspicious and distrustful about a 
financial matter on one hand. Your 
generous nature is willing to give 
others the benefit of the doubt.

  History of the World On This Day
              MAY 22
In 1761 the first life insurance 

policy in the United States was 
issued in Philadelphia.

In 1849 Abraham Lincoln received 
patent number 6469 for his floating 
dry dock.

In 1947 Harry S. Truman’s 
Doctrine brought aid to Greece and 
Turkey to combat the spread of 
Communism.

              MAY 23
In 1830 the Baltimore and Ohio 

Railroad began the first passenger 
service in the United States.

In 1911 the New York Public 
Library, at the time the largest 
marble structure ever built in the 
United States, was dedicated by 
President Taft in New York City after 
16 years of construction.

In 1934 Bonnie (Parker) and 
Clyde (Barrow) were killed in a 
police shootout.

               MAY 24
In 1844 Samuel Morse transmit-

ted the first telegraph message, in 
which he asked, “What hath God 
wrought?”

In 1883, the Brooklyn Bridge, link-
ing Manhattan and Brooklyn in New 
York City, opened to traffic.

In 1958 the United Press and the 
International News Service merged 
to form United Press International 
(UPI).

               MAY 25
In 1787 the Constitutional Con-

vention convened in Philadelphia 
under the leadership of George 
Washington, in order to establish a 
new U.S. government.

In 1925 John Scopes was 
indicted for teaching Darwin’s theory 
of evolution.

In 1968 the Gateway Arch was 
dedicated in St. Louis.

               MAY 26
In 1868 President Andrew John-

son avoided conviction for impeach-
ment charges of “high crimes and 
misdemeanors” by one vote.

In 1959 Pittsburgh Pirates’ 
Harvey Haddix pitched 12 perfect 
innings against the Milwaukee 
Braves before losing, 1–0, in the 
13th.

               MAY 27
In 1647 the first recorded execu-

tion of a witch reportedly took place 
in Massachusetts when Achsah 
Young was hanged.

In 1937 the Golden Gate Bridge 
in San Francisco opened.

In 1941 British ships sank the 
German battleship Bismarck off the 
coast of France, resulting in the loss 
of 2,300 lives.

              MAY 28
In 1929 the first all-color, full-

length talking picture, On With the 
Show!, debuted.

In 1957 baseball owners voted 
to allow the Brooklyn Dodgers 
and New York Giants to move to 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
respectively. Many New Yorkers still 
haven’t recovered.
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