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The check is 
somewhere 
in the mail

BC student gov’t 
earns awards at 
state convention
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By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The Bulletin post office box was 
in big trouble recently. It got shut 
down for lack of payment.

That was unusual, since I 
remember paying the bill. But 

I could be 
wrong, so I 
looked it up. 
I paid the 
annual box 
fee on April 4 
by putting a 
check in the 
no postage 
needed, self-

addressed envelope, and mailing 
it at the post office where the box 
is.

You’re probably asking by now 
why I just didn’t give the check to 
the teller. Because I didn’t want to 
wait in line, which was to the door.

It’s very seldom that I can go in 
when there is no line, or the line 
is short. Most often the line goes 
pretty deep. And when I do decide 
to just wait, the people ahead 
of me often have a problem that 
takes a long time to solve.

That’s why I just slipped it into 
the slot, along with the other mail. 
It didn’t cost anything.

It is my understanding that the 
pre-paid envelope that contained 
my payment then went to a pro-
cessing center in Houston, and 
then returned to the same post 
office from where I mailed it.

Somewhere along the line it got 
lost --  in the mail. The check is 
in the mail, alright. We just don’t 
know where.

That’s ironic, but I didn’t give 
it much thought at first. Every 

RAMBLINGS

BACH’s 34th Barn Bash scheduled for June 6 at fairgrounds
BACH (Brazoria County Associa-

tion for Citizens with Handicaps) 
will be celebrating the 34th annual 
BACH Barn Bash on June 6 from 
5-9 p.m. at the Brazoria County 
Fairgrounds in Angleton.

The event features free activities 
and games (Pony rides, clowns, 
face painting, moonwalk, hay rides, 

etc.) for children, regardless of their 
ability or disability; musical enter-
tainment by Tom’s Fun Band; and 
live and silent auctions.

Catfish dinners with all the trim-
mings will be available for $15 a 
plate for adults – children 12 and 
under eat free.  

Meal tickets are available from 

steering team members or may be 
purchased at the door.

Sponsorship opportunities are 
also available at $100, $300, $500 
and $1,000 + levels.

All of the money raised will be 
used to provide services to children 
served by BACH’s Early Childhood 

Brazosport College’s Student 
Government Association recently 
brought home two major awards 
from the Texas Junior College 
Student Government Associa-
tion state convention in Addison, 
Texas.

Competing against more 
than 40 community colleges 
across the state, BC earned the 
Community Service Project of 
the Year, while student Jessica 
Milligan was named Student of 
the Year.

Jessica Milligan (Continued on Page 9)

Read any newspaper in the country at your local library
The Brazoria County Library 

System is making available to 
visitors a new digital newspaper 
collection. 

Titled NewsBank, this collection 
is free to library patrons and is 
updated daily. NewsBank provides 
web-based access to current and 

archived issues of 2,470 full-text 
newspapers and news sources from 
across the United States, including 
128 newspapers in Texas. Among 
the newspaper titles available 
through this service are: Austin 
American-Statesman, Dallas Morn-
ing News, and Houston Chronicle.

NewsBank enables library 
patrons to easily search and browse 
current and archived news articles, 
editorials, reviews, birth and mar-
riage announcements, obituaries 
and a variety of special sections.

Patrons can use this resource 
(Continued on Page 11)

Intercoastal Pirates next free LJ concert

The fun starts at 7 p.m., Friday, May 15. See ad on Page 7. 

Area fourth graders get close-up look at agriculture
The Brazoria County Agrilife 

Extension Service provided an edu-
cational Ag Awareness Field Trip at 
the Brazoria County Fairgrounds 
for fourth grade students recently.

This event, called Captain 
ShiskaBob, drew more than 900 
students from Angleton, Danbury, 
Columbia-Brazoria, and Sweeny 
school districts. Angleton Christian 
School students also attended.

 The program is set-up for stu-
dents to move between educational 

stations, where they learn about 
beef, diary, fish, rice, nutrition, food 
safety, insects, bees, cotton, water 
and gardening. The program was 

established to provide students a 
better understanding of where their 
food comes from and the important 
role that agriculture plays in their 
daily lives.

 Volunteers from the Brazoria 
County Extension Education Asso-
ciation, Brazoria County Master 
Gardeners, Brazoria County Master 
Naturalist, Brazoria County Bee 
Association, Brazoria County Urban 
Ranchers and Southwest Dairy 

(Continued on Page 5)
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WELL, HOW DO YOU KNOW I’M LYING, OFFICER? A man who 
was under arrest punched himself in the face in a holding room of 
the Eugene, Ore., police station, resulting in two black eyes, because 
he wanted to file a police brutality complaint that he hoped would get 
him released from custody. Unfortunately for him, the holding room is 
equipped with a video camera which recorded the whole episode.

WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO TELL ME, POLLY? A woman in 
China found out that her husband was cheating on her from his parrot. 
She said the bird revealed this by saying things like “divorce,” “be 
patient,” and “I love you.” She took the parrot to an attorney and filed 
for divorce.

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE: The police department in Bismarck, N.D., 
conducted a prostitution sting operation in which they placed an online 
ad purporting to sell a woman’ services. They got so many responses 
that they couldn’t arrest everybody, so they charged only 17 guys.

HI, REMEMBER ME? A man was headed to work at a venture capi-
tal firm in London on a crowded commuter train when another passen-
ger pushed past him to exit the train and fired a few expletives at him 
as he left. Later that day, the man had his secretary send in a prospec-
tive employee for an interview, and in walks the fellow commuter who 
had insulted him. He did not get the job.

BUT I’M PRETTY SURE IT WAS AN EXCITING NIGHT: A few 
hours after she was seen at a nightclub in Irving, Texas, an extremely 
intoxicated woman was found undressed in a box at a landfill nine 
miles away. She says she does not remember how she got there.

WHO ARE YOU AGAIN? A Pakistani man arranged a sham 
marriage in Britain in an effort to remain in the country after his visa 
expired. But just as the ceremony was about to begin, he forgot his 
bride’s name. This sparked the magistrate’s suspicions, and he halted 
the proceedings and had the man deported.

I CAN SEE! IT’S A MIRACLE! Facing several motor vehicle charges 
in Rochelle Park, N.J., a 58-year-old man showed up in court claiming 
to be his fictitious blind twin brother in a bid to get the case adjourned. 
But the cop who issued the tickets didn’t believe this for a minute, and 
arrested him when he caught him driving later in the day.

I’LL KILL YOU! ONLY KIDDING; IT’S ME, SAM! SAM WHO? As 
a practical joke, a man sent a threatening text to a friend of his who 
was serving on a jury in England. Since the man had gotten a new cell 
phone number, the friend didn’t realize that the text was from someone 
he knew. The guy was sent to jail for 28 days.

Bob Dole advises senators running for president that missing too many floor votes could backfire
By Matthew Fleming
CQ-Roll Call (TNS)

WASHINGTON—Bob Dole 
knows a thing or two about running 
for president while serving in the 
Senate.

The 91-year-old Kansas Repub-
lican ran several times and got 

the party nomination once, and all 
as a sitting senator, mostly as the 
Republican leader, with an out-
standing vote participation record.

“Well, you’re trying to ride two 
horses at once,” Dole said in a 
recent phone interview, noting 
that as leader he had a tougher 

time than other senators. “I was 
supposed to provide leadership in 
the Senate, so I had to cut back on 
campaigning. But I could do it on 
weekends and certainly when the 
Senate wasn’t in session on some 
Fridays.”

Sen. Charles E. Grassley, R-Iowa 
— whose vote participation record 
is legend in the Capitol’s marbled 
halls, and who Dole regards as “the 
hardest-working senator” — held 
up Dole as the gold standard of 
juggling senatorial duties with a 
presidential campaign in a recent 
interview with CQ Roll Call.

Two of the three officially running 
Republican senators received 

modest criticism for lackluster 
voting participation records, but 
Dole, a former attendance hawk, 
conceded some votes would likely 
be missed and candidates have to 
judge when to show up and when to 
let one go.

“I wouldn’t recommend they miss 
all the votes,” Dole said. “Particu-
larly those who want to run again 
— that would be on their record.” 
He added that Sen. Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., who announced that he 
wouldn’t be running for re-election 
to his Senate seat, “probably has 
more leeway than Rand Paul or Ted 
Cruz.”

Cruz, notably, skipped the con-

firmation vote for Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch after repeatedly 
vowing to oppose her nomination, 
in order to attend a fundraiser for 
his presidential campaign.

Dole chuckled when asked about 
a time in 1995 that he and then-
Majority Whip Trent Lott, R-Miss., 
scolded the Senate for missing 
Monday votes.

“We’re paid to be there,” Dole 
said. “I know many of these 
senators live quite a ways away 
from D.C. … But yeah, we did 
— I wouldn’t say threatened — but 
we’re supposed to be there making 
things happen, and I think we did 
the right thing.”
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Cat-dog encounters
Q.  How does Boone Smith 

use the age-old dog-hates-cat 
relationship to catch some of the 
world’s biggest felines -- for their 
protection and ours?

A.  Smith, a professional cat-
handler, remembers how as a kid 
in Idaho, he and his father and 
grandfather would “let the hounds 
go,” watching them send any 
intruding mountain lions jump-
ing up a tree, says Jen Doll in 
“Mental Floss” magazine. 

He uses dogs in his current 
work, where they pick up the 
scent and make a lot of scary 
noises that by instinct send the 
cats zipping up a nearby tree.  
Smith then climbs the tree and 
secures the cat so it doesn’t fall, 
afterward tranquilizing and collar-
ing it and taking a blood sample.

Though there have been some 
close calls, surprisingly all of 
Smith’s scars are from mountain 
lion kittens.  

Yet who else on earth might 
describe them as “about the 
cutest things on the planet -- just 
little fuzz balls.”  But, he adds, 
“they hiss and snarl and their 
needle-like claws leave marks if 
you let your guard down.”

Internationally, Smith and 

colleagues have documented at 
least 15 different cougar vocal-
izations of chirps and yips and 
yells.  “Cougars, snow leopards, 
and jaguars are all solitary, but 
on camera we see them interact.  
They’re more social than we real-
ize...  The cool thing about cats 
is their personalities.  You can’t 
chalk it up to anything except that 
it’s THIS cat.  Some are bullies; 
some are playful.”

As Smith describes his life 
work:  “Lions and tigers define so 
many different things for people, 
and they’re disappearing.  Fifty 
years ago, lions numbered in the 
hundreds of thousands; today 
we have something like 32,000.  
We want to create awareness so 
we’re not trying to save the last 
50 of any animal.”

Captcha
Q.  The English language, like 

all “living” languages, is con-
stantly evolving, discarding obso-
lete words and adding new words 
as new ideas and new technolo-
gies come along.  Are you in the 
know about “captcha,” first used 
in 2001?  Clue:  Think of a kind of 
Turing test in reverse.

A.  It was 1950 when math-
ematician and computer scientist 

Alan Turing proposed that “a 
computer could be considered 
intelligent if, while interacting 
with a human and a computer, 
someone could not tell which is 
which,” says Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.a.Day” web site.  “Capt-
cha,” an acronym for “Completely 
Automated Public Turing test 
to tell Computers and Humans 
Apart,” makes sure that a human 
and not a computer program is 
using a system.  Without know-
ing it, you may have taken such 
a test, usually involving reading 
distorted text when accessing 
online resources.

Fake blood
Q.  Smear some bananas 

on wood and no interest will be 
shown.  But rub on some trans-
4.5-epoxy-(E)-2-decenal and the 
whiffing and sniffing will begin in 
earnest.  Who are the protago-
nists here and what’s going on?

A.  They’re the world’s gang of 
hungry carnivores, ever mad for 
the distinct odor of blood, reports 
“New Scientist” magazine.  The 
above chemical compound was 
isolated by Matthias Laska and 
his colleagues at Linkoping Uni-
versity in Sweden.  “They were 
helped by odor experts, who 
sniffed the compounds in blood... 
one by one, in a search for the 
substance that most typifies 
blood (PLoS One).”

It is the aldehyde in blood that 
gives meat its faintly metallic 
odor, formed when animal fat 
breaks down, and likely present 
in all mammalian blood, Laska 
believes.  

When the stuff was smeared 
on wood, Siberian tigers and 
three species of wild dogs found 
it as attractive as the meat they 
are usually fed.  Yet they showed 
almost no interest in the banana-
smeared wood.

And, Laska adds, the com-
pound was “as interesting to all 
four species as the odor of real 
blood.”  In fact, African wild dogs 
were even more interested in 
the substance than they were in 
real horse blood, the magazine 
concludes.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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HELP WANTED
RED TOP

101 Circle Way, Lake Jackson. 
Now hiring, all positions. Apply 
in person

The Alzheimer’s Association-
Houston and Southeast Texas 
Chapter in partnership with Brazo-
sport College and The Gathering 
Place will host a two-part education 
series in June.

Rev. Craig King (First Presby-

terian Church, Alvin) will speak at 
the first program, held June 16, on 
Dementia Conversations, where the 
community will learn how to have 
open and honest conversations 
related to dementia, such as going 
to the doctor, when to stop driving, 
and making future plans.

The second program, taught 
by Elder Law Attorney Laura Cole 
(West Columbia), will be on June 23 
on Legal and Financial Issues.

This program will help caregivers 
learn about the specific legal issues 
related to dementia, the importance 
of advanced planning, and learn 

about the legal and financial docu-
ments involved in future planning. 

The events will take place at Bra-
zosport College, Sadler Complex, 
Room 128 from 2-3 p.m.

 Space is limited and registration 
is required. 

 Please RSVP to The Gathering 
Place at (979) 864-1925. 

 This program is funded in part by 
the Texas Department of Aging and 
Disability Services and the Houston-
Galveston Area Council. 

Each presentation is FREE, open 
to the community, and offers 1.0 
CEU for nurses and social workers. 

BC, Gathering Place host Alzheimer’s seminars in June
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Rotary After 5 donates $6K to help fund sports physical EKGs
Rotary After 5 donated $6,000 

to fund EKGs sports physicals at 
BISD.

 Brazosport Regional Health 
System will once again hosted the 
sports physicals on Wednesday, 
May 13, at the Lake Jackson 
Intermediate School 

Sports physicals are essential 
for athletes to determine whether it 
is safe for them to participate in a 
particular sport.

Now possible by the help 
of Rotary After 5, Brazosport 
Regional provided on-site elec-
trocardiograms (EKGs) as part of 
the physical. Rotary After 5 has 
donated $6,000 to help fund the 
EKGs.

In addition to the monetary 
donation, The After 5 Rotarians 
volunteered their time to help 

make the event a success.
Screening athletes for heart 

conditions may help prevent sudden 
cardiac deaths. EKGs can detect 
problems with the electrical activity 
of the heart. 

According to WebMD, EKGs are 
quick, safe, and painless tests that 
assess the heart rhythm, diagnose 
poor blood flow to the heart muscle, 
diagnose a heart attack, and 
evaluate certain abnormalities of the 
heart.

The state of Texas requires all 
kids and teens to have a sports 
physical before they can start a new 
sport or begin a new competitive 
season.  

The two main parts of the 
physical is the medical history and 
physical exam. The goals of the 
sports physicals are to evaluate an 

athlete’s general health, current 
fitness level, risk of injury, and 
physical well-being.

The physical exam was 
completed by medical profes-
sionals from Brazosport Regional 
including board-certified medi-
cal doctors and certified family 
nurse practitioners, alongside Dr. 
Charles Vega, an orthopaedic 
surgeon specializing in sports 
medicine. 

The EKGs were read by Dr. 
Scott Harris from Brazosport 
Cardiology.

Sports physicals were just 
$10, and no appointments were 
needed. For additional information 
about sports physicals, please call 
Gary Holler at (979) 230-7000, 
ext. 28218, or Elizabeth Wilson at 
979-230-7000, ext. 12359.

Farmers Mobile Classroom provided expertise during the individual sections 
on each topic. Brazoria County 4-H members served as group guides that 
took the groups of students from station to station.

Through this educational experience, students are made aware of where 
and how the food they eat is actually grown and raised and distributed to 
grocery stores and restaurants.

Area fourth-graders learn about ag life
(Continued from Page 1)

Students observing bees – Students enjoy learning about bees while 
peering into a glassed-in bee hive provided by the Bee Association.
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Did you know?

“The SGA at Brazosport Col-
lege has shown its commitment to 
enriching the educational experi-
ence that all students receive at 
BC,” said BC Student Life Coordina-
tor Kelli Forde Spiers. “I am very 
proud of their accomplishments 
and look forward to their continued 
success.”

BC was awarded the Community 
Service Project of the Year, thanks 
to the SGA’s “Unite to Fight Hunger” 
event, in which the students created 
Thanksgiving baskets for BC fami-
lies and coordinated a food drive to 
benefit the BC Food Pantry. 

As for the Student of the Year 
accolade, it came as a complete 
surprise for Milligan, a dual-credit 
student from Angleton.

“I was shocked,” Milligan said. “It 
was a huge accomplishment for me. 
I was thankful to be rewarded for 
my hard work, with all the clubs, my 
grades, the work with SGA. It’s just 
really nice to be recognized.”

Brazosport College’s dual-credit 
program has been a huge assis-
tance for Milligan. By taking dual-
credit classes, she is scheduled to 
receive her Associate of Science 
degree from BC on Saturday, almost 
a month before she graduates from 
Angleton High School.

She is planning to attend Univer-
sity of Texas-San Antonio next year 

and will major in neurobiology.
“Brazosport College has put me 

so far ahead of the game in terms 
of college credits,” Milligan said.  
“The personal connection with my 
professors at BC made a world of 
difference. A class at a big university 
might have 400 students, while a 
class at BC might have 25 students. 
The professors here are able to 
take the time and provide individual 
attention.

“I also tell people all the time to 
take advantage of dual credit,” she 
added. “You save so much time and 
money by doing this.”

To learn more about Brazosport 
College’s Student Government 
Association, call (979) 230-3233. 
For information about dual-credit 
classes, call (979) 230-3000.

BC student gov’t earns awards at convention
(Continued from Page 1)

Study: People consume more alcohol in richer countries
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

In most of the world’s richest 
nations, 20 percent of the people 
are doing 50 percent to 75 percent 
of the drinking, according to a new 
report on alcohol consumption in 
34 countries.

Overall, residents of these 
countries are drinking slightly less 
now than they were 20 years ago, 
the report says. But despite a 2.5 
percent drop in alcohol consump-
tion, risky drinking is on the rise 
among certain groups — espe-
cially young people and women.

The new report assesses 
drinking behaviors in countries 
that belong to the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment. Many European nations 
are members of the OECD, as are 
the United States, Canada, Aus-

tralia, New Zealand, Japan, South 
Korea, Chile and Israel.

On average, each adult resident 
of an OECD country drinks the 
equivalent of 2.4 gallons of pure 
alcohol per year, sales data show. 
But the new report estimates that 
“unrecorded” alcohol consumption 
raises that figure to a little more than 
2.7 gallons per year. (Americans are 
slightly below the OECD average, 
with per capita consumption of 
nearly 2.3 gallons per year.)

For comparison, average con-
sumption for the entire globe is only 
about 1.6 gallons of alcohol per 
year.

About one-third of the alcohol 
consumed in OECD countries is in 
the form of beer, and another 25 
percent is contained in wine. The 
rest is served up in spirits and other 
alcoholic drinks, the report says. In 

the U.S., people have been drink-
ing less beer and more spirits over 
the last 20 years.

In general, people with more 
years of education and more 
money in the bank are more likely 
to drink, according to the study. 

Among women, these attributes 
also increase the odds of risky 
drinking. But for men, having less 
education and lower socioeco-
nomic status means that risky 
drinking is more likely.

It’s not clear why income and 
education are linked with hazard-
ous drinking in women but not 
men. 

The report speculated that these 
women “may have better-paid 
jobs involving higher degrees of 
responsibility and thus may drink 
more heavily because they have 
more stress.” 

• Your brain creates enough elec-
tricity to power a lightbulb.

• Cat food and fish are not 
interchangeable, fish is actually the 
third biggest allergen for cats, stick 
to cat food.

• Blowing into old game cartridges 
doesn’t help the game work, it actu-
ally corrodes and contaminates it.

• Cutting down on too many calo-
ries can cause memory loss.

• “Greek yogurt” is actually Turk-
ish.
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now and then, things get lost in the 
mail. With all the volume the USPS 
handles, it’s understandable.

So, I went in person to pay 
again after checking with the bank 
to make sure the check had not 
cleared.

“I paid this on April 4,” I men-
tioned it to the clerk. She never 
looked up from her computer 
screen. “I guess the check got lost 
in the mail.”

I said it jokingly. The clerk did not 
respond or even look away from the 
screen.

I know that these clerks handle a 
lot of customers, but a little human 
touch would have been nice. But 
everyone is different, and this clerk 
was to the point, matter of fact, busi-
ness mode.

I used to know almost all the 
clerks at the post office. Now I only 
know one, who was there when all 
the others were also there before 
retiring. We used to know them by 
their first names. We learned their 
names because we exchanged 
pleasantries.

Anyway, the check is still in the 
mail, so to speak. Maybe in due 
time it will be returned to me in a 
plastic envelope on which a long 
apology is printed, like the one I 
wrote about a few weeks ago.

I mentioned in my column at the 
time that the apology was so long 
and wordy that it was enough for 
three more letters. So, I guess this 
lost check used up one of those. 

When I posted a comment about 

the lost check on my Facebook 
page, the replies started.

“John: last year they locked my 
PO box for non-payment. I ran off 
a copy of the cancelled check to 
show that it had been paid. This 
year I presented the invoice and 
check in person,” responded one 
friend.

“They lost a check for bulk mail 
permit TWO years in a row here in 
Galveston! Well, not lost....sitting on 
desk of vacationers!!” said another 
friend.

Enough already. I should never 
have brought it up.

“Maybe you should have paid 
online?” added a third Facebook 
responder

“Next time send it FedEx,” wrote 
another. LOL

From the Internet machine: 
“The only time USPS messed up a 
delivery was when I ordered some 
computer parts. The package was 
shipped from California, but some-
how ended up at a hub near New 
York. This was strange since it was 
shipping to Denver.”

But let’s put it in perspective. 
When I flew to Europe one year, 
I wound up in Germany and my 
luggage in Italy. It took a while to 
reunite us.

The P.O. box is back to normal, 
again receiving Bulletin mail, which 
is good timing because we’ll be 
starting our Schlitterbahn ticket 
giveaway contest shortly, which will 
require mailing in your entry forms.

Or, maybe we’ll try an online 
contest this year.

(Continued from Page 1)

Check is still in the mail
The 12th annual River’s End 

Volunteer Fire Department BBQ 
Cook-off fund raiser, held May 1 -2  
at 12070 F.M. 2918, brought the 
community two days of good food, 
family fun and funding for fire 
department needs and community 
outreach projects.

Fourteen cook-off teams 
entered this year. The weather 
cooperated so that a great number 
of the community turned out to eat 
the food, enter the cook-off and 
raffle and check out the silent and 
live auctions. The winning teams 
are as follows: Back Yard Cookers

Fajitas: 1st place, Channel 
Drive Bunch; 2nd place, DML 
Cookers; 3rd place, The Lone 

Longhorn Cookers.
Beans: 1st place, Luckenbach & 

Co.; 2nd place Colton’s Crew; 3rd 
place, Backyard Cookers. 

Ribs: 1st place, Colton’s Crew; 
2nd place, Channel Drive Bunch; 
3rd place, Back Yard Cookers.

Chicken: 1st place, Channel Dr. 
Bunch; 2nd place, DML Cookers; 
3rd place, Colton’s Crew.

Brisket: 1st place, Jimmy O 
Cookers; 2nd place, Colton’s Crew; 
3rd place, May Day.

R.E.V.F.D. wishes to congratulate 
all the winners for their hard work, 
great tasting free samples, and their 
contributions to the department.

R.E.V.F.D. would also like to 
thank the businesses and people 

that contributed both monetary 
donations and items for the day 
long silent auction. 

Thanks also go out to the 
judges who came out Saturday 
and to all R.E.V.F.D. members 
who worked behind the scenes 
to make it an enjoyable event for 
all. And an extra big thanks to the 
community for coming out to sup-
port the department. R.E.V.F.D. 
could not exist without community 
support.

In a year when there were a lot 
of competing events, the com-
munity stepped up and is respon-
sible for the great outcome of this 
event. 

See you again next year!

River’s End Volunteer Fire Department BBQ cook-off winners
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Nude art class wrapped in controversy
By Tony Perry
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

SAN DIEGO — Over the last 11 
years, professor Ricardo Domin-
guez has taught a course at the 
University of California at San 
Diego titled Visual Arts 104A: Per-
forming the Self.

As part of an assignment, 
students are asked to make a nude 
“gesture” in front of the class in a 
darkened room.

Such a gesture can be to 
disrobe, or to remain fully clothed 
and say something revealing about 
yourself that makes you feel vulner-
able. Dominguez says he will be 
nude as well.

The class, which is not required, 
is popular with students, as is 
Dominguez, a tenured associate 
professor.

But a controversy has erupted 

after the mother of a UCSD student 
complained to a local television 
station that her daughter was 
required to be naked or risk failing 
the course.

“It bothers me; I’m not sending 
her to school for this,” the anony-
mous woman told KGTV. “It makes 
me sick to my stomach.”

As media requests began to 
swamp the university, the chair-
man of the visual arts department 
issued a statement supporting the 
class and the professor and noting 
that there has been misinformation 
about what 104A entails.

“The ambiguity around the ques-
tion of ‘nudity’ and ‘nakedness’ 
is intentional,” Jordan Crandall, 
professor and department chair-
man, said in an email Tuesday. “It is 
intended to be provocative, to raise 
issues.”

Self-driving cars crashed by humans
By Jerry Hirsch 
and Joseph Serna
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES _ The riskiest 
thing about self-driving vehicles may 
turn out to be human drivers.

Four of the nearly 50 self-driving 
cars undergoing tests on California 
roads since September, when the 
state began issuing permits to auto 
companies, have crashed.

But the cars, three owned by 
Google and one by Delphi, were in 
collisions caused by human error.

Driver inattention was behind the 
collisions involving the Google cars, 
said Katelin Jabbari, a spokes-
woman for the tech giant, which is 
developing a fleet of autonomous 
vehicles.

The crash of the Delphi car was 
in October while the vehicle waited 
to turn left at a light. Another car 
crossed a median and struck it, 
company officials said.

Despite the mishaps, self-piloted 
vehicles hold the promise of 
improved safety, said Xavier Mos-
quet, who head’s Boston Consult-
ing Group’s automotive practice in 
North America.

“These cars are prototypes and 
experiments. You can’t yet derive 
long-term conclusions,” Mosquet 
said.

But so-called active safety sys-
tems, which serve as the building 
blocks for automated driving, are 
already being built into cars and are 
making roads safer, he said.
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Did you know?

Intervention and Support Services 
Programs.

BACH, a 501c3 organization, has 
been providing valuable services 
to children with special needs in 
Brazoria County for 42 years.

These services include family 
counseling and education, physi-
cal therapy, occupational therapy, 
nutrition services, speech-language 
pathology, and others.

BACH’s primary program is the 
Early Childhood Intervention (ECI) 
Program, which serves children 
birth to three-years-old who have 
developmental delays or disabilities.

Children ages birth to 12-years-
old participate in free recreational, 
support and ancillary programs 
provided by BACH.

Some of the unique auction items 
offered at this year’s event are: 
Sugarland Skeeters tickets; Framed 
Photo of #99 JJ Watt; Handmade 
Steak Grill; Guided Dove Hunt for 
2 at Tigner Reservoir; Two Wooden 
Rocking Chairs; Houston Astros 
Tickets Packages; Haak Winery 
Private Tour & Tasting Party for 10 
people; Handmade Wooden Glider 
Swing (as shown in steering team 
photo), Hand Crafted BBQ Pit, and 
much more.

BACH Barn Bash scheduled for June 6

(Continued from Page 1)

• Only seven emotions are 
universal – Joy, sadness, anger, 
contempt, surprise, disgust, and 
fear.

• People who interact with a pet 
while working have lower stress 
levels throughout the day than 
those who don’t have pets at work.

• 55% of young adult drivers 
claim it’s easy to text while they 

sleep in an old coffin.
• Dogs might be more intelligent 

than cats because they know how 
to make friends.

• Being in a committed relation-
ship can help relieve stress.

• People are least happy when 
they are commuting to work.

• 22 percent of Disney villains 
are over the age of 55.

drive.
• Men with a lower salary are 

more likely to be cheaters.
• Mascara is the most commonly 

worn cosmetic, and women will 
spend an average of $4,000 on it in 
their lifetimes.

• The average reading level in the 
U.S. is grade 8.

• John Lennon sometimes liked to 
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How to solve the drought problem, California style
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Last 

month, after Gov. Jerry Brown 
ordered Californians to cut back 
their water use, a retired engineer-
ing professor in Carmel revived a 
decades-old proposal for easing the 
drought: icebergs.

He wrote to officials urging them 
to consider towing giant hunks of 
ice across the ocean to California, 
a fantastical concept that has never 
quite gained steam.

With the drought threatening 
every aspect of Californians’ lives, 
it’s not surprising that so many 
have opinions on how to handle the 
problem. 

The pitches run the gamut. Would 
the state like to invest in biodegrad-
able towels that don’t need to be 
washed with water? What about 
covering reservoirs to prevent 
evaporation? Why aren’t more 
desalination plants being built?

One person suggested a water 
pipeline from Alaska, an idea also 

offered by William Shatner. The 
“Star Trek” actor’s proposal was 
more modest, reaching only to 
Seattle.

“There could be good ideas here,” 
said Nancy Vogel, a spokeswoman 
for the California Natural Resources 
Agency. “We don’t want to miss 
out.”

The state isn’t in the business 
of investing in towels, and experts 
say a Shatner-esque pipeline isn’t 
feasible. One of the more popular 
suggestions, desalination of ocean 
water, is already being pursued in 
San Diego.

The “cheapest, smartest, fastest” 
way to address the drought is for 
Californians to use less water, Feli-
cia Marcus, chairwoman of the state 
water board, has said.

Still, Dave Todd, who works on 
drought issues at the Department 
of Water Resources, said the state 
is keeping an open-door policy 
for new ideas. For example, when 

someone reached out to discuss 
irrigation technology, Todd put him 
in touch with a laboratory at Cal 
State Fresno.

“They’re being good citizens in 
trying times,” Todd said. “We don’t 
want to discourage people from 
thinking outside the box.”

Todd said one man sketched out 
a plan for changing the weather by 
aiming abandoned airplane engines 
at the sky.

It wasn’t clear exactly how that 
would work, Todd said. “His physics 
were obviously way beyond mine.”

Other ideas are modest.
Ethan Rotman, who runs an 

education program for the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
suggested bumper stickers, to be 
placed on unwashed cars, “trans-
forming them from being a visual 
blight to hero status.”

His email last June received a 
form letter in response, as most of 
the senders do.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Our consciences can be dulled 
by repeated sin

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: How can we explain the 
senseless acts of violence that 
seem to happen almost every day? 
I was brought up to believe we all 
have a conscience, and therefore 
we all should know the difference 
between right and wrong. But this 
doesn’t seem to be the case with 
some people today. - H.R.W.

A: You’re right, up to a point; 
God has placed within each of us 
a sense of right and wrong (what 
we usually call our conscience), 
and it certainly should lead us to 
do what’s right. This is why the 
Apostle Paul could say to those 
who falsely accused him of wrong-
doing, “I have fulfilled my duty to 
God in all good conscience to this 
day” (Acts 23:1).

The problem, however, is that 
our consciences have been dulled 
by sin - and the more we sin, the 
duller they become. In fact, our 

consciences can become so dulled 
by sin that we no longer want to 
do what’s right, and may even lose 
sight of what’s right and wrong. 
Our moral sense becomes twisted, 
and we end up calling evil what is 
good, and calling good what is evil. 
The Bible condemns “the godless-
ness and wickedness of people, 
who suppress the truth by their 
wickedness” (Romans 1:18).

Don’t be surprised at what 
is happening around us today; 
our world is largely in rebellion 
against God. In addition, behind 
the scenes Satan is also at work, 
doing all he can to deceive us and 
turn us against God.

But don’t be discouraged either. 
God is also at work, and someday 
the victory will be His, when Christ 
returns to establish His Kingdom. 
In the meantime, make Christ the 
center and foundation of your life, 
and make it your goal to live each 
day for His glory.

for general reference or to research 
local and national issues, events, 
people, government, education, 
arts, business, sports, real estate 
and much more. 

In addition to using workstations 
at the library, patrons can access 
the collection from home by logging 
in at the library website bcls.lib.tx.us 
and searching under the eBranch 
for NewsBank. You can also find it 
under the Homework/Research tab 
on the webpage.

For more information on this col-
lection, stop by your local branch of 
the Brazoria County Library System.

(Continued from Page 1)

Read any newspaper 
in the country at your 

local library

Study: Guys wearing red shirts are perceived to be more angry than those in gray or blue
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Heads up, men: Pulling on a 
bright red shirt in the morning may 
change the way people perceive 
you throughout the day.

According to a new study, most 
of us think men dressed in red look 
more aggressive, dominant and 
angry than if they were clad in gray 
or blue. The research was published 
Tuesday in Biology Letters.

Red has long been associated 
with aggression and competi-

tive success in animals including 
humans. The research team, led by 
anthropologist Diana Wiedemann 
of Durham University in England, 
points out that male zebra finches 
with red leg bands get more access 
to resources than their un-banded 
counterparts and some monkeys 
have been known to avoid people 
wearing red.

Previous studies have shown that 
wearing red increases a person’s 
chances of winning sports games 
and is linked to a higher heart rate 

and higher testosterone levels. 
Still other studies suggest that 
competitive athletes wearing red 
appear more brave, aggressive and 
dominant to an observer.

To see if the color red affects our 
perception of a man’s personality 
traits in a neutral, noncompetitive 
setting, the researchers digitally 
altered the T-shirt color on 20 pic-
tures of men. Each man’s shirt was 
rendered in red, blue and gray.

Next, the researchers showed 
the pictures to 50 male and 50 
female volunteers and asked them 
to rate the pictures on a 7-point 
scale for how aggressive the person 
in the picture appeared, as well 
as how dominant he looked. They 
also asked the participants to note 

whether the men looked angry, 
happy, frightened or neutral.

Both men and women were more 
likely to say that a man in a red shirt 
appeared to be angrier than when 
he was wearing a blue or gray shirt. 
They also agreed that men dressed 

in red looked more aggressive. 
The perception of dominance was 
different. Women were not inclined 
to see a man dressed in red as any 
more dominant than when he was 
dressed in blue or gray, but men 
saw men in red as more dominant.
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By Stephen Battaglio 
and Evan Halper
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS)

NEW YORK — Brian Williams 
has some company in the news 
anchor hot seat.

George Stephanopoulos, co-
anchor of ABC’s “Good Morning 
America,” has come under fire 
for failing to disclose $75,000 in 
contributions he made to the Clinton 
Foundation, the charitable organiza-
tion administered by former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and his family.

Stephanopoulos, a former senior 
official in the Clinton White House, 
quickly issued a public apology and 
is expected to do so directly to view-
ers on Friday’s edition of “GMA.”

Despite his mea culpa, the epi-
sode has clouded Stephanopoulos’ 
ability to maintain his position as 
one of television’s most prominent 
political journalists just as the 2016 
presidential primary season ramps 
up.

“I fear he’s in for a rough patch 
here,” said former ABC News 
President David Westin, who gave 
Stephanopoulos the job as modera-

tor of “This Week” in 2002.
After the contributions came to 

light, Stephanopoulos withdrew from 
his role moderating the Republican 
presidential primary debate that 
ABC is hosting in New Hampshire in 
February.

Stephanopoulos has been a 
highly visible skeptic about accusa-
tions that big donors to the Clinton 
Foundation received favorable 
treatment from the government 
while Hillary Rodham Clinton, the 
front-runner in the Democratic 
presidential primary, was secretary 
of state.

During the April 26 broadcast of 
his Sunday program “This Week,” 
he aggressively questioned Peter 
Schweizer, whose book “Clinton 
Cash” lays out allegations about 
potential conflicts involving Clinton 
Foundation donors.

But Stephanopoulos never 
mentioned that he was a supporter 
of the foundation — giving a total of 
$75,000 to the foundation in 2012, 
2013 and 2014 — contributions he 
now admits he should have openly 
disclosed.

Stephanopolis contributed to Clinton 
Foundation, then kept it a secret

Drunk secret service agents drive right past bomb threat 
By Timothy M. Phelps
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Two senior 
Secret Service supervisors were 
probably drunk when they drove 
through emergency barriers onto 
the White House grounds on the 
night of March 4, shoving a protec-
tive barrel aside and passing inches 
from a package that officers feared 
might contain a bomb.

That’s the conclusion of a scath-
ing 55-page report issued by John 
Roth, the inspector general of the 

Department of Homeland Security.
The misconduct by two veteran 

agents is the latest embarrassing 
episode for the troubled presidential 
protective service, and it led to a 
further shakeup of top ranks.

One of the supervisors involved, 
Marc Connolly, who was respon-
sible for White House security, has 
indicated he will retire, according to 
a law enforcement official who was 
not authorized to discuss the matter 
in public.

 Disciplinary action is reportedly 

being considered against the other 
supervisor, George Ogilvie, who 
is an assistant to the head of the 
Washington field office.

Roth’s report says Connolly and 
Ogilvie spent five hours at a retire-
ment party in an Irish bar six blocks 
from the White House. Just before 
11 p.m., they drove through a police 
roadblock and onto White House 
grounds at the E Street entrance, 
unaware that a woman had fled 
moments earlier after throwing a 
package that she said was a bomb.

Blue Bell’s production resumption terms
By Sean Lester
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

DALLAS — Texas health officials 
finalized terms outlining what Blue 
Bell must do to resume production 
of its ice cream.

In a press release from the 
Texas Department of State Health 
Services, health officials said Blue 
Bell agreed to the terms. Listeria 
was found in Blue Bell products 
in April after consumers were 
sickened from the outbreak that 
resulted in three deaths.

“Blue Bell must notify the 
Texas Department of State Health 
Services at least two weeks before 
its intent to start producing ice 
cream for sale so health officials 
can conduct a full assessment of 
the company’s progress and test 
results,” the release states. “The 
company must conduct trial pro-
duction runs of ice cream that will 
be tested separately by DSHS and 
the company for Listeria monocy-
togenes.

“The products must consistently 
test negative before they can be 
distributed to the public. A trial run 
with negative test results must 
occur for each production line 
before the line can begin making 
ice cream for sale.”

In addition to consistent positive 
tests of the ice cream, health offi-
cials will be on hand at Blue Bell’s 
production facilities to evaluate 
results and conduct trial runs.

For “at least two years” after 
resuming normal production, 
Blue Bell will have to report any 
assumed positive test of Listeria 
to the Texas health officials within 
24 hours.

“For at least one year after 
resuming production, Blue 
Bell must implement ‘test and 
hold’ procedures for all finished 
product, meaning products made 
at the plant must have negative 
test results before they can be 
distributed for sale to the public,” 
according to the release.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1804, Napoleon Bonaparte was 
proclaimed emperor of France. 
In 1980, the Mount St. Helens 
volcano in Washington state 
exploded, leaving 57 people dead 
or missing.

May 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1568, English Queen Elizabeth I 
had Scottish Queen Mary arrested. 
In 1992, Vice President Dan 
Quayle cited TV character Murphy 
Brown as a poor example of family 
values.

May 20: ON THIS DATE in 
325, the first Christian ecumeni-
cal council opened at Nicaea, 
in what is now Turkey. In 1927, 
aviator Charles Lindbergh took off 
from Long Island, N.Y., on the first 
solo flight across the Atlantic. He 
landed in Paris the next day.

May 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1804, Lewis and Clark’s expedi-
tion to explore the American West 
began. In 1929, President Calvin 
Coolidge presented Lindberg with 
the Medal of Honor to recognize 
his bravery in accomplishing the 
first solo non-stop airplane flight 
across the Atlantic Ocean two 

years earlier.
May 22: ON THIS DATE in 1868, 

the Great Train Robbery took 
place near Marshfield, Ind., as the 
Reno gang made off with $96,000. 
In 1992, after a reign of nearly 
30 years, Johnny Carson hosted 
NBC’s “Tonight Show” for the last 
time.

May 23: ON THIS DATE in 1903, 
the first automobile trip across the 
United States, from San Francisco 
to New York, was completed. In 
1934, bank robbers Bonnie Parker 
and Clyde Barrow were shot to 
death during a police ambush in 
Louisiana.

May 24: ON THIS DATE in 1883, 
the Brooklyn Bridge, linking Brook-
lyn and Manhattan, was opened to 
traffic. In 1976, Britain and France 
began supersonic jetliner service 
with the Concorde to Washington, 
D.C.

Answer to last week’s question: 
This week in 1868, Civil War hero 
Ulysses S. Grant was nominated to 
run for president at the Republican 
National Convention in Chicago. 
He won and served two terms.

This week’s question: In 1994, 
singer Michael Jackson married the 
daughter of what musical legend?

The Brazosport College Law 
Enforcement Academy is recruit-
ing for enrollment in its fall 2015 
Basic Peace Officer Certification 
courses.

The Basic Peace Officer Certifi-
cation course begins on August 17 
at Brazosport College. Application 
packets for the Law Enforcement 
Academy will be available at the 
Brazosport College Library begin-
ning June 1.

Prospective students must go 
through the application process 
before registering for the academy.

Two certification courses will be 
offered, including a day academy 
and a night academy. The day 
course begins August 17 and runs 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, while the night class, which 
starts August 24, is 6 to 10 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Successful applicants will 
participate in more than 600 hours 
of training in various subjects such 
as criminal law, firearms and arrest 
tactics, as well as emergency 
driving, traffic enforcement and 
criminal investigation.  

Applicants must undergo a 
recruiting process.

Upon successful completion of 
the training course, candidates will 
become eligible to sit for the state 
licensing exam. 

A passing score of 70 or above 
on the state licensing exam will 
make the candidate eligible for 
employment in the state of Texas 
as a police officer, deputy sheriff, 
constable and other law enforce-
ment capacities.  

For more information, contact 
Teresa LeBlanc-Collins at (979) 
230-3442.

BC Law Enforcement Academy enrolling 
for fall 2015 certification courses

The Who at 50: Farewell tour that might finally be just that
By Glenn Gamboa
Newsday (TNS)

“The Who Hits 50!” could be the legendary band’s 
final tour — the chance to commemorate one mile-
stone with another.

Singer Roger Daltrey and guitarist Pete Townshend 
will spend the bulk of their golden anniversary year 
on the road, with an extensive tour. In some ways, 
it would be the perfect way to close this chapter of 
The Who’s career. However, The Who prides itself on 
being imperfect, being far more rock ‘n’ roll than that. 
And, at this point, Daltrey and Townshend don’t seem 
to be on the same page concerning what may happen 
after this tour ends in November.

“This time it really is our last,” Daltrey recently told 
The Daily Express in England. “This is a circus. We’re 
70 years old. We don’t know how long it will go on for, 
it could be another 18 months but that will be it. I’ve 
got to the point where I’m having physical problems 
with my body now, joints going and all that. . . . Every-
thing from the past catches up.”

The Who had to cancel three shows earlier this 
month after doctors ordered Daltrey to rest his voice 

for a week due to swollen vocal cords, though the rest of 
the tour isn’t expected to be affected.

Townshend isn’t sure that the band is ready to stop 
just yet. In addition to the current tour, The Who recently 
signed on to headline the final night of the Glastonbury 
Festival in June.

“We’ve been in this place before,” he recently told Roll-
ing Stone, noting that the band has already played three 
“farewell” tours. “I don’t know what’s going to happen 
next.”

Daltrey and Townshend are sure, though, that they want 
the shows on the current tour to be as strong as they can 
be.

The Who’s legacy has continued to grow even after 
previous farewells. Its 1985 appearance at Live Aid was 
one of the benefit concert’s highlights, following the band’s 
1982 “farewell” tour.

After the death of bassist John Entwistle in 2002, Dal-
trey and Townshend considered breaking up for good, but 
decided to continue.

“What Roger and I have realized is that there was a gift 
in it, which was that it made us look again at we two,: he 
said.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Overseas county
6 Zurich highlight
9 Golden Gate element
14 Saved for later, in a way
15 Architectural prefix
16 Providers of added light
17 Emergency strategies
20 Mattered
21 NBA great

22 Bush led it for about a yr. in the 
‘70s
23 Post-election governmental 
meeting, perhaps
32 March middle
33 They may lead to risky moves
34 Many a reference book
35 Like some tempers
36 “Reversal of Fortune” Oscar 
winner

37 Brimless hat
38 Home of Phillips University
40 Secretary of State after Colin, 
familiarly
41 Candy __
42 Number?
45 Seinfeld specialty
46 Electrical particle
47 Takes an opposite position
56 Alters some game parameters
57 Great enthusiasm
58 Classified abbr.
59 Part of a meet
60 Disengages, as from a habit
61 High degree
62 Comes up short

Down
1 Arise (from)
2 “__ Nagila”
3 Jobs news of 2010
4 Moves back
5 Former Georgian president She-
vardnadze
6 Freeze beginning
7 Hero in Treece’s “Vinland the 
Good”
8 Magic word
9 Mid-calf pants
10 That much or more
11 Grain layer
12 Omar’s role in “The Mod Squad”
13 No effort
18 Settles
19 Bare things
23 Suit material
24 Hersey’s bell town
25 Front VIP
26 Leslie of “Fanny”
27 Danish capital
28 Enthralls
29 Whits
30 Arabian peninsula native
31 Mythical lion’s home
39 Suddenly occurs to
41 1/100 of a Brazilian real
43 Hybrid cats
44 Low-cost stopover
47 Sticking place
48 Memorable napper
49 Radames’ love
50 Flight feature
51 “We’re in trouble!”
52 Call for
53 They usually have four strings
54 Birds seen by players of 53-
Down
55 Body shop figs.
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
DONKEY  MONKEY  JAGUAR  TURTLE  GERBIL  COUGAR
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: HAREM  TYING  AMOEBA  SMOKER
Answer: Agreeing on a budget helped them save this -- THEIR MARRIAGE

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
may feel a need to act on your 
beliefs, but guard against offending 
others in the week ahead. Physi-
cal exertion through sports or work 
around the house burns off steam in 
a constructive manner.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): All 
that glitters is not gold - or even 
authentic bling. Don’t make a siz-
able investment in the week ahead 
unless you’re willing to do your 
homework. Your business sense will 
keep the wolves from the door.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Ask 

before acting. Family members 
offer sound advice. You’re prone 
to being flim-flammed in the week 
ahead. You may be easily led astray 
by your enthusiasms, or could turn 
a blind eye to potential pitfalls and 
problems.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Remain clear headed in the upcom-
ing week. Someone could perform 
a sleight of hand with paperwork or 
possessions. Negotiations could be 
subject to misunderstandings. Read 
the fine print before signing.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): It’s better 
to get ahead of schedule than get 
left behind. Pay attention to the nag-
ging voice of responsibility that tells 
you a job needs to be completed. 
Use your organizational skills in the 
week ahead to clear up a messy 
situation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Hey, 
you, get off of that cloud! You may 
spend more time daydreaming than 
getting things accomplished in the 
week ahead. If you don’t pay close 
attention, you could cause a dustup 
with someone near and dear.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your 
phone may ring off the hook as this 
week unfolds. If you listen carefully, 
you may hear sound advice that will 
help you negotiate profitable trans-
actions. Incorporate beneficial ideas 
without losing sight of goals.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): To 
thine own self be true. Don’t rely too 
heavily on the opinions of others. 
Misguided sympathy could create 

some discomfort in the week to 
come. Delay decision making or 
signing paperwork.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Things are as they should be. You 
may prefer to hide away in a peace-
ful nook and meditate during the 
upcoming week. Your penny-pinch-
ing ways will prove worthwhile, as 
extra cash is on hand when needed.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Make wise choices with finances 
during the week ahead. Put your 
quarters in the bank instead of the 
gumball machine. If you remain 
friendly and outgoing, someone may 
drop a valuable idea in your lap.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You shouldn’t be resting on those 
comfortable laurels when work is 
required. Get pumped up and fulfill 
your obligations this week. Have 
faith that the plans you put into 
motion will blossom.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Make a new friend. Community 
service may lead to advantageous 
publicity or a new network of busi-
ness contacts. Attend a local art 
auction, make a donation, or join a 
book club in the week ahead and 
show off your skills.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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