
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

It was decided that we need 
a camera, a real one with a nice 
lens that looks like a camera 
when we attend meetings and 
events, to shoot some photos for 
the paper.

“What’s 
wrong with 
using your 
smartphone 
camera,” I 
asked the 
complainer. 
“ It has good 
resolution, and 
you just point 

and shoot. That’s all we need.”
Then you can email me the 

photos, and we’re done.
“But it’s not a real camera. The 

other media have real cameras,” 
the complaint continued.

So, I found a real camera and 
bought it. What a great deal. Nice 
lens, all type of gadgets included, 
a memory card and a case. It set 
me back a little, but The Bulletin 
now had a real camera at its 
disposal.

It can be used as point-and- 
shoot, or set manually. Problem 
solved.

And, it’s sitting on a shelf, 
begging to be used, while we 
continue to take photos with our 
smartphones.

I really like the camera, though. 
I take it out occasionally to play 
with it, or on trips, and then back it 
goes on the shelf. After a brief trial 
period, the real Bulletin camera 
may have been handed a death 
sentence by the cell phone.

Sure, photographers still like 
to mess with the bulky stuff. They 
can’t just show up at a wedding 
shoot with a cell phone. But over-
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Why do we 
still need a 
camera? 

Lake Jackson Library holds ‘May the 4th Be With You’ 

By Michael Shannon
Special to The Bulletin

It must have been the result 
of what Boston Herald columnist 
Howie Carr derisively terms a 
“nationwide search.” 

AMC Theatres was looking for a 
new CEO, and it hired Adam Aron. 
He’s not on the job three months 
before Aron unveils a new market-
ing strategy: Attracting 22-year-
olds by driving off everyone aged 
35 and over.

In an interview with Variety, Aron 
said “When you tell a 22-year-old 
to turn off the phone, don’t ruin the 
movie, they hear ‘please cut off 
your left arm above the elbow.’”

By the same token, when 
theatre management says it will 
allow texting in “selected theaters” 
people over 35 hear, “You don’t 
want my money anymore.”

Thirty percent of ticket sales are 
made to customers between the 
ages of 12 and 24, while 28 per-
cent of movie patrons are between 
the ages of 45 and 64. Driving 
away 28 percent of your custom-
ers so you can add to an existing 
30 percent doesn’t make sense 

RAMBLINGS
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          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Wine and 
Beer Retailer’s Permit (BG) and 
a food and beverage certificate 
(FB) By Noe’s Tex-Mex and 
Seafood Corporation Operating 
as  Noe’s Tex-Mex and Seafood   
to be located at 406 E 2ed Street, 
Sweeny, Brazoria County, Texas. 
Noe Onate Fernandez, President.  

HI HONEY, SURPRISED TO SEE ME? A pregnant woman 
became enraged when she found out that her boyfriend was spending 
Valentine’s Day on a date with another woman – who is also pregnant 
with his child -- at a restaurant in Greenfield, Wisc. She came there with 
her niece and confronted the couple in the parking lot with a metal club, 
and chased them back into the restaurant and then back outside, where 
the cops put a stop to it.

THE DEFENSE, LIKE, RESTS, DUDE: A man lit up a marijuana 
cigarette in front of police officers in Pennsylvania to test the constitution-
ality of the state’s drug laws. But the judge ordered him to pay a $100 
fine after finding that his legal challenge focused mainly on “the pleasure 
he obtains from smoking marijuana.”

WHOSE LAUGHING NOW, PUNK!? A wanted man went onto 
Facebook to taunt the Orem, Utah, police department, posing in front of 
a patrol car, using a derogatory term for police, and questioning why they 
were in his “hood.” They soon arrested him, and taunted him right back 
using the hashtag #thepokeyisyournewhood.

I DON’T KNOW HOW THAT GOT IN THERE: A man asked 
a police officer at a gas station in Limestone County, Ala., for a ride to 
Wal-Mart. The officer agreed but said he would have to search the man 
and his duffel bag before he could let him into his cruiser. The search 
uncovered .5 grams of methamphetamine, 6.4 grams of marijuana, 5.2 
grams of black tar heroin, a ball of black tar heroin weighing 13.2 grams, 
18 needles and a cooking spoon.

I JUST DIDN’T THINK THIS THROUGH: A masked man 
attempted to rob a convenience store in Dayton, Ohio, where he had 
apparently been a customer. The clerk recognized him by his voice and 
his eyeglasses, and asked the masked man several times if he was kid-
ding, and ultimately told him to leave. The man finally gave up, saying, 
“I’m just messing with you,” and walked out.

HOW DID ALL THESE PEOPLE GET INTO MY ROOM? A 
married attorney was arrested after he got very drunk and had a tryst 
with a middle-aged woman outside Waterloo Station in London during 
rush hour.

PERHAPS A LIGHTER TOUCH WOULD HAVE BEEN 
BETTER: A man robbed a jewelry store in Pingxiang, China, by ram-
ming the building with a bulldozer at three o’clock in the morning. He 
then tried to flee the scene as police descended upon him, but he didn’t 
get far.

CORPUS CHRISTI CAPER: A man got naked and took a dip in 
Corpus Christi Bay, and swam across the channel when police tried to 
get him to come out of the water. He made it to Joe’s Crab Shack, where 
he climbed to the third floor and stood on the ledge until officers came 
and took him away. He was charged with indecent exposure and public 
intoxication.

HER NAME IS LOLA: A farmer in Chengdu, China, is keeping birds 
from ravaging his crops by putting up an inflatable sex doll as a scare-
crow. 

Tribune News Service (TNS)
1. What misstep did Carly 

Fiorina make this week? A. She 
voted for Donald Trump in Califor-
nia with an absentee ballot; B. She 
recited poetry to the Cruz children 
at a campaign rally; C. She fell off 
a stage at a campaign rally; D. She 
secretly told Ted Cruz to drop out 
of the race

2. Who is rumored to be consid-
ered as a running mate for Donald 
Trump? 

A. Ben Carson; B. Carl Icahn; C. 
Warren Buffett; D. Bill Clinton

3. Who did Indiana Gov. Mike 

Tribune - Bulletin Political Quizz
Pence endorse in the days before 
his state’s primary? A. Donald 
Trump; B. Ted Cruz; C. John 
Kasich; D. Jeb Bush.

4. What conspiracy theory about 
Ted Cruz’s dad did Donald Trump 
repeat, infuriating Cruz? A. He 
helped fake the moon landing; B. 
He was partially responsible for 
the 9/11 attacks; C. He helped fake 
Barack Obama’s birth certificate; 
D. He was with Lee Harvey Oswald 

shortly before the Kennedy assas-
sination.

5. Republican operative Mark 
Salter says he’ll be voting for Hill-
ary Clinton over Donald Trump. 
Salter was a longtime aide to 
which former GOP candidate for 
president? A. John McCain; B. Mitt 
Romney; C. Sarah Palin; D. Jeb 
Bush

ANSWERS: 1. C; 2. A; 3. B; 4. 
D; 5. A

The key to reducing the pharmaceutical financial burden is to expand generic drug use
By Bradley J. Fikes
The San Diego Union-Tribune (TNS)

SAN DIEGO — Health insur-
ers and patients could safely save 
many billions of dollars annually 
by swapping out a more expensive 
drug for a less expensive generic in 

the same class of drugs, according 
to a study published recently.

The suggestion goes beyond the 
common practice of substituting a 
generic drug for a brand-name drug 
with the identical active ingredient. 
The researchers say that in many 

instances, a generic with a different 
chemical makeup, prescribed for 
the same disease, could work just 
as well. This is called therapeutic 
substitution.

For example, a brand-name 
proton pump inhibitor, used to 
reduce acid reflux, could be 
replaced with a generic proton 

pump inhibitor with a different active 
ingredient. In many cases, the 
benefits would be the same. To pay 
more for the same benefit is just 
excess spending, the researchers 
say.

Excess spending of $73 billion 
took place between 2010 and 2012, 
the study concluded. Research-

ers examined prescription data on 
107,123 patients, using the Medical 
Expenditure Panel Survey from the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services.

Of the total excess spending 
during that period, patients paid 
33 percent, or $24.6 billion, out of 
pocket.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Winning probabilities     
Q. Suppose your favorite NBA 

team plays above average, with a 
win rate of 0.750, or about three 
games out of every four.  What’s 
the probability that they will beat 
another 0.750 team? How about just 
an average team, a really bad one, 
or a really good one, like the Golden 
State Warriors?  As fans of the 
Cleveland Cavaliers (whose aver-
age is around 0.750), we wanted to 
know.

A. If two teams of the same 
strength play, each has an equal 
chance of winning. So the Cavs 
facing another 0.750 team have 
a 50% probability of winning (or 
losing). Facing a lesser opponent 
pushes the probability of winning 
above 50%, while against an aver-
age team you’d expect to prevail at 
about your overall win rate, 0.750.  
With a stronger team, obviously, the 
probability drops down.

Estimating the win probability for 
other match-ups is more difficult. 
But based on a simple mathematical 
model developed by the authors and 
win-rate data from the 2015-2016 
NBA season, a 0.750 team like the 
Cavs will win only about 27% of the 
time against a 0.900 team like the 

Warriors.

What posts reveal
Q. When “money talks,” where is 

it apt to be heard these days?
A. University of Pennsylvania 

researcher Daniel Preotiuc-Pietro 
and colleagues used a machine-
learning model to analyze some 10 
million tweets posted by more than 
5,000 network users, reports Rachel 
Nuwer in “Scientific American” 
magazine. They found that in about 
90% of cases, the tweeters inad-
vertently tipped off their socioeco-
nomic status, largely by referencing 
their work. Earlier studies had also 
uncovered users’ gender, age, 
political leaning, even postpartum 
depression and post-traumatic 
stress.

Postings from those with higher 
incomes tended to involve business, 
politics and nonprofit work and were 
primarily used to disseminate infor-
mation.  However, lower-income 
people focused mainly on personal 
subjects and social communica-
tion.  Interestingly, “the analysis also 
revealed that tweets from those 
who make more money are likelier 
to express fear or anger” (from the 
“PLOS ONE” journal).

As Preotiuc-Pietro concludes, 
“People should be aware of how 
much they inadvertently disclose 

about themselves.”

Social vs. smart 
Q. Humans have an impressive 

technological tool kit compared to 
other species. Is this because we’re 
very smart or because we’re very 
social?

A. In his book, “The Secret of Our 
Success:  How Culture Is Driving 
Human Evolution, Domesticat-
ing Our Species and Making Us 
Smarter,” Harvard professor Joseph 
Henrich uses a simple mathematical 
model to investigate how inven-
tions spread through a population. 
Consider some invention (such as a 
stone tool) and imagine two different 
proto-human species, the Geniuses 
-- who are very smart (inventive) but 
not too social -- and the Butterflies 
-- who are very social but not too 
smart. 

Suppose each Genius has a 10% 
chance of independently inventing 
the tool, while each Butterfly has 
only a 0.1% chance.  But also sup-
pose each Butterfly has (on aver-
age) 10 friends from which he/she 

might learn how to make the tool, 
while each Genius has only one 
friend.  If there’s a 50% chance that 
a person who knows how to make 
the tool passes this knowledge on 
to a friend, then a simple calculation 
reveals that, in the long run, only 
18% of Geniuses will have the tool 
while 99.9% of Butterflies will.

“Keep in mind that the Geniuses 
were 100 times smarter than the 
Butterflies, whereas the Butterflies 
were only 10 times more social. 
Bottom line: if you want to have cool 
technology, it’s better to be social 
than smart.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Trump: No tax returns release before Nov. 
Bloomberg News (TNS)

NEW YORK — Donald Trump’s declaration that he doesn’t expect to 
release any of his tax returns before the November election would create 
“an unprecedented level of secrecy surrounding his personal finances,” a 
tax historian said.

“Every major nominee since Jimmy Carter has released at least a single 
return, and often quite a few more,” said Joseph Thorndike, the director of 
the Tax History Project at Tax Analysts, a trade publication. Former Presi-
dent Gerald Ford released only a summary, not a full return, “but every 
candidate has done so since.”

Trump, a billionaire businessman and the presumptive Republican 
nominee for president, said in an Associated Press interview published 
Tuesday that he doesn’t anticipate releasing his returns before Novem-
ber. “There’s nothing to learn from them,” Trump said, according to the 
published report. A campaign spokeswoman didn’t immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

Trump said in February that he was being audited by the Internal 
Revenue Service, and wouldn’t release any returns until the audit’s over. 
“For many years, I’ve been audited every year, “ he said during a Feb. 25 
Republican debate in Houston. “Twelve years or something like that.”

But IRS officials have said there’s no reason an individual can’t release 
his or her returns — even during an audit. Thorndike said there’s a prec-
edent for doing so: President Richard Nixon disclosed his return while he 
was being audited in 1973.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: Do I need a Social Security card? I want to get a summer job, 
and my dad can’t find my card.

A: If you know your number, you probably don’t need to get another 
card. If you find out that you do need a replacement card, the best place 
to go to find out how to get a replacement is www.socialsecurity.gov/
ssnumber. In some states and the District of Columbia, you might even be 
able to request a replacement Social Security card online. In other areas, 
you can download the application to print out, complete, and submit by 
mail or in person. If you do get a replacement card, or find the original, you 
shouldn’t carry it with you. Keep it in a safe place with your other important 
papers. Learn more at www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber.

Q: Can I get a new Social Security number if someone has stolen 
my identity?

A: We don’t routinely assign a new number to someone whose identity 
has been stolen. Only as a last resort should you consider requesting a 
new Social Security number. Changing your number may adversely affect 
your ability to interact with Federal and State agencies, employers, and 
others. This is because your financial, medical, employment and other 
records will be under your former Social Security number. We cannot 
guarantee that a new number will solve your problem. To learn more about 
your Social Security card and number, read our online publication Your 
Social Security Number and Card www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/. 

By Liz Smith
Tribune Content Agency

“Elizabeth Taylor’s die-hard sup-
port for Michael Jackson should 
be expected of this maternal 
and nurturing woman. She loves 
Michael as she loves her own 
children. No further explanation is 
needed. She is the original hand-
in-the-fire-for-a-friend gal.”

That remark appeared in a 
column bylined by some woman 
named ... Liz Smith, way back in 

the ‘90s, after Michael endured the 
first round of molestation accusa-
tions against a child.

This comes from a new book, 
“Elizabeth and Michael: The 
Queen of Hollywood and the King 
of Pop - A Love Story.” (Out from 
Atria Books in August.)

Written by Donald Bogle, this 
is a surprisingly comprehensive, 
sensitive and entertaining look 
at Taylor and Jackson, and not 
just their friendship, deemed so 

peculiar by the media. Bogle has, 
essentially, written three books in 
one: Taylor’s biography, Jackson’s, 
and the tale of their mutual coming 
together, the how and why. 

The quality of the work is all 
the more impressive because 
it doesn’t seem to me Bogle 
sought out any fresh interviews. 
What he did was assiduously go 
through all the Taylor and Jackson 
biographies, the exhaustive news 
coverage on both, and melded it 
expertly with his own take on what 
made the Taylor/Jackson relation-
ship click. In the end, he pretty 
much asserts that most aspects 
of the friendship - what they really 
said to each other, how they con-
nected, will remain a mystery. 

Michael, although very outgoing 
in his youth, became increasingly 
withdrawn and paranoid about 
the media, especially after being 
essentially destroyed by the first 
molestation charge against him 
- which he settled out of court 
(a decision he immediately and 
always regretted) and the trial for 
the second charge, which ended 
in an acquittal. As for Taylor, she 
always told just so much. 

As I’ve written previously, the 
star of stars took many secrets to 
her grave. She and Michael spoke 
in general “I love him/her” terms, 
with a few salient nuggets thrown 

in (both had abusive fathers, both 
had their childhoods ripped away, 
becoming the money-making 
figure in their family.)

There was more, of course. 
They both relished the public-
ity, although neither needed 
it. Michael was generous, and 
Elizabeth never lost her love for 
presents, particularly the glittery 
kind. 

But, as writer Bogle chronicles, 
they surely bonded over their 
physical pain and addictions. 
Taylor, born with a curvature of the 
spine, acerbated by accidents to 

her back, lived in almost constant 
discomfort, and in time, agony. 
Alcohol and opiates soothed those 
agonies - and her basic shyness. 
Michael’s scalp, burned during 
the infamous Pepsi commercial, 
began him on his own prescrip-
tion-drug odyssey, a journey that 
ultimately killed him.

The writer knows his subjects 
and his back-and-forth joint bios of 
Taylor and Jackson are extremely 
well done. This column is liberally 
quoted, which is as it should be, 
as we’ve all but become historians 
on the subject of La Liz. 

 Elizabeth Taylor, seen in this April 1997 file photo with Michael Jackson. 
(Glenn Koenig/Los Angeles Times/MCT)

How did Elizabeth Taylor and Michael Jackson become friends?
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Numerous tests available to check heart function, depending on an individual’s situation
Tribune Content Agency 

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My hus-
band is 82. Over the past year, he’s 
become very tired and sometimes 
gets short of breath. His doctor rec-
ommends he have tests to check his 
heart function. What are these tests, 
and what would they be looking for?

ANSWER: Doctors can use a 
number of tests to check heart 
function. In your husband’s situa-
tion, his doctor may recommend an 
echocardiogram to assess his heart 
health and to see how well his heart 
is beating and pumping blood. An 
exercise stress test also may be 
useful. Depending on the results, 
other tests may be necessary, too.

The heart is basically a pump 
that sends blood to the rest of the 
body. When a heart cannot pump 
the way it should, some parts of the 
body may not get all the blood they 
need. That can lead to a variety of 
symptoms. 

Fatigue and shortness of breath 
are two of the most common. Others 
include swelling (edema) in the legs, 
ankles and feet, a rapid or irregular 
heartbeat, persistent cough, sudden 
weight gain, and elevated blood 

pressure, among others.
Of course, fatigue and short-

ness of breath can be caused by 
many conditions other than heart 
problems. To evaluate his overall 
health, your husband’s physician 
likely will start with a careful review 
of his medical history and a physi-
cal exam. 

Blood tests, a chest X-ray and 
electrocardiogram, or ECG, also 
may be recommended. An ECG 
records the electrical signals that 
trigger heartbeats. 

One of the most straightforward 
ways to rule out a heart condition 
is with a test called an echocar-
diogram. An echocardiogram uses 
sound waves to produce images of 
the heart. During this test, a techni-
cian presses a device known as a 
transducer firmly against a person’s 
skin, aiming an ultrasound beam 
through the chest to the heart. 
The transducer records the heart’s 
sound wave echoes. A computer 
converts the echoes into moving 
images on a monitor.

From the images, doctors can 
assess the heart’s valves, cham-
bers and muscle. The size of the 

heart, its pumping strength, and 
the regularity of the heartbeat can 
provide information about a heart’s 
health.

If echocardiogram results show 
that your husband’s heart may 
not be pumping blood as well as it 
should, he could have a condition 
known as congestive heart failure, 
and an exercise stress test may be 
recommended. 

An exercise stress test gath-
ers information about how well 
the heart works during exercise. 
Because exercise makes the heart 
pump harder and faster than it does 
during most daily activities, the test 
may reveal heart problems that 

might not be noticeable otherwise.
During the test, your husband 

would walk on a treadmill or ride 
a stationary bike while an ECG 
records the electrical signals that 
trigger his heartbeats. Before 
starting, sticky patches, called 
electrodes, are placed on the chest, 
legs and arms. They’re connected 
by wires to an ECG machine. Blood 
pressure is monitored during the 
test, as well. 

The test starts slowly. As it 
progresses, the speed and incline 
of the treadmill or resistance of the 
bike increases. The test continues 
until the heart rate reaches a set 
target or until symptoms develop 

that don’t allow the participant to 
continue. 

The goal is to have the heart 
work hard for about eight to 12 
minutes to thoroughly monitor its 
function. Your husband’s doctor 
may be able to use the information 
gathered from an exercise stress 
test to diagnose a heart problem 
or to determine if more tests are 
needed.

Have a conversation with your 
husband’s doctor about the specific 
heart function tests that are appro-
priate for his situation. Talk about 
other tests or evaluations that may 
be necessary if no heart problem is 
found.
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Try us, you’ll like us
Advertising does not have to cost 
an arm and a leg. Call (979) 849-
5407, and let us make you an offer 
that’s hard to refuse.

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

With Christ, you can be sure of salvation
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I believe in Jesus and go to church sometimes,, and all that, 
but I don’t think we can know if we’re going to get to heaven until 
we actually die. I think we just have to do the best we can, and hope 
everything will turn out OK in the end. - Mrs. M. McN.

A: If our salvation depended only on us, and depended only on our 
ability to be good enough to convince God He ought to let us into heaven, 
then you’d be right. The reason is because we’d never know if we’d been 
good enough until it was too late.

But our salvation doesn’t depend on us; if it did, no one could ever be 
saved. The reason may startle you, but it’s very important for you to under-
stand: God’s standard is nothing less than perfection. God is absolutely 
holy and pure, and even one sin would be enough to keep you out of 
heaven. And who among us has never sinned? No one; we all sin every 
day, both through things we do that are wrong, and through things we fail 
to do that are right. The Bible says, “There is no one righteous, not even 
one ... For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:
10, 23).

How then can we be saved? If our salvation doesn’t depend on our-
selves, on what does it depend? The Bible’s answer is clear: It depends 
solely on Christ. He was without sin, but on the cross, all our sins were laid 
on Him, and He took the judgment that you and I deserve.

Turn to Christ and trust Him alone for your salvation. God’s promise is 
for you: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

all, there is really no need to haul 
around an extra gadget.

There is also no need for a GPS. 
Three of those, with updated maps, 
sit on the shelf next to the new Bul-
letin camera.

This cell phone thingy has really 
made waves since the first bulky 
ones came out in 1980s.

(The first hand-held cell phone 
was demonstrated by John F. 
Mitchell and Dr. Martin Cooper of 
Motorola in 1973, using a handset 
weighing around 4.4 pounds. In 
1983, the DynaTAC 8000x was the 
first to be commercially available.)

I can’t remember the last time I 

looked at a paper map, you know, 
with the lines and street names 
printed on them. You can still buy 
them, but it has basically been 
made useless by the cell phone if 
you know how to use the feature.

Need a compass? There is an 
app. A level gauge? No problem. 
Want to write a letter? Why not just 
send a message? It doesn’t take a 
week to get there, and no stamp is 
required. Want to learn a language? 
And so on, and so on ….

Here are the 10 things made 
obsolete by the smartphone, as 
compiled by Business Insider:

Flashlight: I still use them, 
though, being born BC (Before 

Cell Phones). I like the LED 3000 
lumens that lights up the whole 
backyard. Smartphones can’t do 
that yet.

Watches and alarm clocks: I still 
like wearing a watch so that I don’t 
have to take the cellphone out and 
look at it. It’s easier to look at my 
wrist. And, I still use an alarm clock 
radio because there is a lesser 
chance that I mess up the settings.

Maps: We already covered this.
Paper checks: I still write them, 

although infrequently. It’s easier to 
use the bank’s fund transfer function 
on my cellphone.

Audio recorders: There is an 
app for that also, but I don’t use it. A 
pen and notebook work just fine.

Mirrors: Most people still use 
them. I have never seen people in 
a public bathroom look at their cell 
phones rather than the big mirror on 
the wall.

Paper tickets: I still print them 
out and hand them to the usher.

Cameras and video cameras:  
Mostly useless.

CD players and radios: I still use 
a cassette player in my car, so go 
figure. I like old things also.

Long-distance fees: Thank God, 
those are gone.

Stand-alone phone: I still have 
one for the business, but seldom 
used for personal calls. It’s too 
inconvenient.

So, Business Insider, some of 
us tend to mix the old with the new, 
because the old used to be new 
when we were newer.

Now, where can I still buy a floppy 
disk for my PC? It’s getting harder 
and harder to find.
john.bulletin@gmail.com

The smartphone has made other gadgets obsolete - sort of
(Continued from Page 1)

Roku struggles to swim downstream with new streaming device
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Roku, a pioneer in devices that 
stream content over the Inter-
net, has a new device, the $50 
Streaming Stick, which can be 
plugged into an HDMI port on most 
flat-screen TVs. It’s about the size 
of a thumb drive, and it’s portable, 
which means that you can stream 
Netflix and other streaming chan-

nels from just about any TV that has 
an unoccupied HDMI slot. 

But in my tests, on a 55-inch 4K 
Samsung flat screen and a high 
speed (225 megabits per second) 
wireless connection, the Roku 
Streaming Stick came in dead last in 
picture quality when compared to a 
four-year-old, third-generation Apple 
TV and Amazon’s Fire TV Stick; the 

latter works the same way as the 
Roku stick. 

All will play high-definition con-
tent, although the Roku struggled 
to stream the same content even in 
low-definition. 

The picture often was blurry 
on the Roku. All three worked 
flawlessly with my Harmony hub 
universal remote.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

What precautions should you take to keep your pet happy and safe during the hot summer months?
By Diane C. Lade
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

Summer in the city can be dan-
gerous for pets.

Hot cars, swimming pools with 
steep sides or waterfront docks, and 
picnics where dogs can sneak a 
helping of raisins or grapes — tasty 
to you but potentially poisonous 
to your animal friend — all pose 

a problem, say veterinarians who 
work in critical care.

Popular summertime activities 
like watersports, plus increased 
temperatures and humidity, also up 
the potential for cats or dogs to be 
injured or even killed, said Dr. Lynel 
Tocci, an animal critical care vet at 
Lauderdale Veterinary Specialists in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

A few months ago, a Boca Raton, 
Fla., woman rushed to the clinic 
with her cockapoo that had tumbled 
into the house pool, Tocci said. 
The puppy had inhaled water while 
struggling to get out and required 
36 hours of oxygen treatments and 
intravenous fluids, but it recovered.

While many hazards to animals 
lurk year-round, there are potential 
pet danger zones you should be 
aware of as summer moves in.

Swimming pools, docks and 
canals: People assume dogs can 
swim so they’re safe around water, 
Tocci said. While most pooches can 
paddle a bit, they can injure them-
selves or drown while frantically 
trying to climb out of a steep-sided 
pool or up a barnacle-covered sea 
wall.

Tocci advises residents who have 
pools to “drown-proof” their pooches 
by wading into the water with them 
and training them to seek out the 
steps. Pool fences also are a good 
idea, she said.

If you’re a watersports fan, make 
sure to outfit your pets with life jack-
ets if they are going to be spending 

time on boat or docks, she said.
Hot cars: “Heat stroke from leav-

ing animals in the car is a big deal,” 
Tocci said. “Cracking the window 
isn’t going to work.”

The problem is compounded by 
people traveling more with their 

pets, she said.
When it’s 85 degrees outside, 

temperatures inside a car can soar 
to 102 degrees in 10 minutes, 
according to the Humane Society of 
the United States. A pet can suffer 
irreversible organ damage or die.
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Brazosport College honors 2016 
Distinguished Students

 Brazosport College’s 2016 Distinguished Students were recognized 
recently during a ceremony at The Clarion at Brazosport College. 

Selections were based on academic performance, good citizenship quali-
ties, participation and leaderships on campus, state and national organiza-
tions, and faculty/staff feedback. 

The Distinguished Students for 2016 were Angel Alvarez, Brandy N. Borel, 
Megan Bowen, Vanessa Calcote, Nicole Gabrielle J. Dequina, Robb Dodge 
Jr., Noelle Duncanson, Laura Diana Figueroa, Robert C Frazee, Riley Guil-
beaux, Jose Santiago Gutierrez, Juan Roberto Gutierrez Jr., Angela John-
son, Jesse Korsah, Yanneliz Ytzel Nava, Jamie Praslicka, Jennifer Angeles 
Rubio, Amanda Shipman, Olivia Thornberg and Hong Binh To.

Brazosport College student Jacob Henson recently earned a bronze 
medal at one of the construction industry’s most recognized and revered 
craft skills events, the Associated Builders and Contractors’ (ABC) National 
Craft Championships.

Henson brought home third-place honors in the millwright division. He was 
representing his employer, RPM Services, Inc., as well as ABC Texas Gulf 
Coast and Brazosport College.

Henson was among a field of more than 200 craft trainees in 15 competi-
tions representing 13 crafts. Competitors first took an intense, two-hour 
written exam and then competed in day-long hands-on practical performance 
tests.

“I was happy I did as well as I did, but just being there was the biggest 
award,” Henson said. “It was an honor to be able to compete with the best in 
the nation.”

ABC Texas Gulf Coast Chapter has sponsored competitors in this national 
competition since 1996 and has a total of 20 medals. Brazosport College’s 
millwright program, which is taught by Jim Slick and is one of the craft train-
ing programs sponsored by ABC, has produced 15 medal winners since first 
sending a competitor to the National Craft Championships in 1997. 

BC student earns bronze medal at 
ABC Craft Championships
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ALTAR  PLUME  DELUXE  CHISEL
Answer: What Rover felt like after chasing the car -- “EXHAUST-ED”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): There is a time and 
place for everything. This week is the time to plant the 
seeds of your future financial security. Define the dif-
ference between what you really want and what you 
actually need.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A positive outlook will 
help you overcome obstacles in the upcoming week. 
Whether you think you can or you think you can’t, you 
are correct. Follow the lead of loved ones for the best 
results.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): New beginnings are 
necessary. This week you can start new projects and 
endeavors that will revolutionize your future. You’ll be 
surprised with the ease with which you achieve your 
business objectives.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Keep on plugging 
away. In the week ahead evidence will become appar-
ent that your efforts to attain financial security are not 
in vain. A friend in deed may come through for you in 
the pinch.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Clean the slate and start 
afresh. Tackle business affairs in the week ahead and 
you’ll be rewarded for your industry. This is a good 
day to be among friends who enjoy your company.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t let sentimental-
ity override common sense this week. You may give 
away precious funds that are needed elsewhere. Be 

generous because you feel it in your heart, not because 
you feel obligated.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): See the light. Gather advice 
this week and put it to good use. Don’t ignore friends and 
colleagues who give you an objective opinion about a 
financial matter before you take an irrevocable step.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Call the shots. Be blunt 
and brutally honest whenever necessary to keep people 
in line. Assume the role of leader in the week ahead and 
you will ignite the enthusiasms of those around you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): The pressure you 
are under is of your own making. You can’t make money 
this week if you are distracted by the competition. An ethi-
cal person will support your efforts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Put drive and initia-
tive to good use in the week ahead. If you find yourself 
without much to do, make your own constructive project. 
Expand horizons through creative activities and gathering 
knowledge.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t drop out of the 
race until you cross the finish line. In the week ahead your 
good intentions will mean nothing if you don’t faithfully 
follow and see a job through to the end.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Do one thing well or 
many things poorly. Don’t let time or emotions become 
scattered in too many different directions in the week 
ahead. Focus on what is important and aim at a goal.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1770, Marie Antoinette, age 14, 
married the future King Louis XVI of 
France, who was 15. In 1868, the 
Senate failed by one vote to convict 
President Andrew Johnson on the 
first of 11 articles of impeachment 
against him.

May 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1954, the Supreme Court issued 
its landmark Brown vs. Board of 
Education of Topeka ruling, which 
held that racially segregated public 
schools were inherently unequal. 
In 1938, Congress approved the 
Vinson Naval Act, which funded a 
two-ocean navy.

May 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1804, Napoleon Bonaparte was 
proclaimed emperor of France. In 
1980, the Mount St. Helens volcano 
in Washington state exploded, leav-
ing 57 people dead or missing.

May 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1568, English Queen Elizabeth I 
had Scottish Queen Mary arrested. 
In 1643, Massachusetts Bay, Plym-
outh, Connecticut and New Harbor 
formed the United Colonies of New 

England.
May 20: ON THIS DATE in 325, 

the first Christian ecumenical coun-
cil opened at Nicaea, in what is now 
Turkey. In 1927, aviator Charles 
Lindbergh took off from Long Island, 
N.Y., on the first solo flight across 
the Atlantic. 

May 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1804, Lewis and Clark’s expedi-
tion to explore the American West 
began. In 1891, boxers Peter 
Jackson and Jim Corbett fought 61 
rounds to a draw.

May 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1868, the Great Train Robbery took 

place near Marshfield, Ind., as the 
Reno gang made off with $96,000. 
In 1992, after a reign of nearly 30 
years, Johnny Carson hosted NBC’s 
T”onight Show” for the last time.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1992, 
Vice President Dan Quayle cited 
TV sitcom character Murphy Brown 
as a poor example of family values 
because her character planned to 
have a child out of wedlock.

This week’s question: In 
1927, Henry Ford stopped build-
ing the Model T in order to begin 
production of what new car?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• Since refrigerators hadn’t been invented yet, ancient Egyptian Pharaohs 

made slaves fan their wine all night to cool it down.
• A survey found that 98% of HR managers would hire a former 

employee, but only 48% of workers would accept an offer from a previous 
boss.

• According to a study of 15 major cities, New York City has the most 
complex public transportation system in the world.

• Gold makes up about 0.02 percent of human blood.
• A Chinese man once killed himself by jumping from the seventh floor of 

a mall after his girlfriend insisted on buying more shoes.
• Dark chocolate and cheese can be good for your teeth!
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Please let our 
advertisers know 
that you saw their 

ads in The Bulletin!

from a marketing standpoint.
Aron lacks a cinema background, 

and it shows. His last job was run-
ning Starwood Hotels. 

The only experience the vast 
majority of moviegoers want 
takes place on the big screen. 
Aron’s bright idea was to allow 
ticket-buyers (one can’t call them 
movie fans, because that implies 
they watch the movie) to text in 
“selected” theaters. Specifically, 
screens showing a feature attracting 
an audience with a mean I.Q. of 50.

Allowing a little bit of texting is 
like agreeing to become partially 
pregnant. Management says, 
“texting allowed in select theaters” 
while cell phone addicts only hear 
“texting allowed.” Original sin means 
it’s impossible to relax standards 
just a little.

Ask any contemporary service 

church pastor how well allowing 
“casual clothing” in the sanctuary 
has worked out. They expected 
slacks and polo shirts and what they 
got was outfits suitable for mowing 
the lawn.

Once the cellphone gets a pixel 
or two under the edge of the tent, 
the rest of the unsocial, social 
media mob is sure to follow.

I have a sneaking suspicion Aron 
is much like metro board members 
who never rode the subway. One 
wonders how often he’s attended a 
movie at an AMC theatre?

Two things happen just before the 
feature begins: Seniors get up and 
make one last trip to the bathroom 
before the show starts, and then 
the lights go down. The idea behind 
darkening the interior is to reduce 
distractions. Concentrating on the 
movie is easier when you can’t see 
your neighbor scratch himself out of 

the corner of your eye.
The second concentration aid is 

setting sound system volume on 
“stun.” After cost, the number one 
complaint of movie watchers is 
clueless loudmouths talking during 
the feature. Before the Age of High 
Self-Esteem, there were employ-
ees called “ushers.” If people were 
talking or otherwise distracting 
audience members, the usher would 
shine a flashlight on them, and the 
behavior would stop. Community 
standards gave a teenager the 
power to single-handedly control a 

packed house.
Since there are now no ushers 

or standards, management tries 
to drown out the verbal diarrhea 
demographic.

Customers quickly realized 
there was no way, short of a flash 
grenade, to overpower the light from 
a cellphone. AMC’s social media 
accounts were soon flooded with 
negative feedback from patrons 
opposed to the idea.

A chastened Aron replied on Twit-
ter, “NO TEXTING AT AMC. Won’t 
happen. You spoke. We listened. 

Quickly, that idea has been sent to 
the cutting room floor.”

One can only wonder, with more 
than a little apprehension, what 
Aron’s next bright idea - no pun 
intended - will be.

© Copyright 2016

Movie theaters, cellphones not a good mix, new AMC chief quickly discovered; plan nixed
(Continued from Page 1)
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• If someone is hit by a car going 20mph, there is a 2 percent change they 
will die. But if someone is hit by a car going 40pmh, there is a 70% chance.

• Around 44 million Americans are either self-employed or employed by 
someone who is self-employed, making up 30% of the workforce.

• Slowly blowing air over the pad of your thumb can slow down your heart-
beat in times of stress and anxiety.

• Owls are not that wise.In fact, they are significantly worse at problem 
solving than othere big-brained birds like crows and parrots.

• Sudies show that, regardless of how much time a person has spent with 
a dog, they can interpret its emotional state based upon its barking.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Thin streaks
6 Influenced by, recipe-wise
9 Ones who deal with dealers
14 First name in furniture
15 Editor’s job
17 Seeking lodging
19 Unidentified Jane
20 Tugboat sound
21 Commodities dealer
22 Summit meeting goal

24 18-Down, with “down”
26 Rearing place
27 Pulling away
31 This and that
32 Deep gulf
33 Global financial org.
36 Mexican supermodel Elsa
39 Hardly transitory
41 Gig session
42 Venetian island

44 1998 Sarah McLachlan hit
45 More at dinner
48 Suffix with school
51 CIA predecessor
52 London home of Constables and 
Sargents
53 Block deliverers of yesteryear
55 Powerful lobby for seniors
57 Cape Canaveral’s st.
60 Stadium supporters, and a hint 
to their cry hidden in 17-, 27- and 
45-Across
63 Self-control
64 Felt poorly
65 “Golden Boy” playwright
66 “Hello, ewe!”
67 Mausoleums

DOWN
1 Metalworking union
2 “Was __ hard on her?”
3 Crime scene clue
4 K2 is on its border: Abbr.
5 State secrets?
6 Cornstarch brand
7 Right hook setup
8 Noisy scene
9 “Mayberry R.F.D.” setting
10 Nearby
11 __ la Plata
12 Attends
13 Dik Browne pooch
16 Evaluation for creative types
18 Make a memo of
23 Yours, to Yvette
25 “Now I remember!”
27 Watch chains
28 Peter Fonda’s beekeeper
29 Medicine cabinet items
30 Suffix with malt
33 Low-budget pic, usually
34 Chief
35 Coach’s challenge indicator
37 StubHub offerings, briefly
38 Latvia neighbor
40 Spellbound
43 Baked, layered entree
45 Clown Kelly
46 French I infinitive
47 Purring snuggler
48 Extremely tiny
49 Needed liniment
50 Creator of many pieces?
54 Writes the wrong zip code, say
56 Pooch in whodunits
58 Award-winning comic book writer 
Jeph
59 Additions
61 Pointed end
62 South-of-the-border uncle
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
SEA  BAY LAKE  GULF  COVE  POND  CANAL  OCEAN  LAGOON
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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STARTING May 28, CLASSES 
WILL MOVE TO RYAN’S FAMILY 

STEAKHOUSE IN LAKE JACKSON
119 Highway 332 W, Lake Jackson

What does ‘healthy’ mean? FDA might change its definition
By Shan Li
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — Think 
something is healthy just because 
it’s chock full of fruit or labeled 
as a “salad”? Not necessarily so, 
according to the Food & Drug 
Administration.

The agency said that it is re-
evaluating regulations about what 
foods can be labeled “healthy,” 
along with other nutrient content 
claims.

“Just because a food contains 
certain ingredients that are con-
sidered good for you, such as nuts 
or fruit, it does not mean that the 
food can bear a ‘healthy’ nutrient 
claim,” FDA spokeswoman Lauren 
Kotwicki wrote in an email.

The FDA will ask for public com-
ment on these issues in “the near 
future,” the agency said.

As ideas of healthy eating has 
evolved, the FDA has faced pres-
sure to update its guidelines for 
which foods are healthy, especially 
from food companies who spend 
large resources lobbying for particu-
lar labeling requirements, nutrition 
experts say. The current regulations 
reflect more simplistic beliefs during 
the 1980s and 1990s that shunned 
fat and pushed carbohydrates as 
good for you.

“The FDA has got a really tough 
job,” said Marion Nestle, a professor 
of nutrition, food studies and public 
health at New York University. “It is 
fighting to hold some sort of sem-

blance of a standard against an 
enormous food industry that wants 
to sell product.”

For decades, Nestle said, the 
FDA banned any health claims 
on food packaging. That changed 
when Congress passed the Nutri-
tion Labeling and Education Act 
of 1990.

“All the pressure ever since has 
been to enlarge the definition of 
healthy to include whatever prod-
uct food manufacturers happen to 
be selling,” she said.

As a result, there has been 
consumer confusion over the 
healthfulness of products, such as 
granola bars, frozen yogurt, fruit 
juices and smoothies, and other 
items.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER Security in an Insecure Age: At Work and Home

Turn on a news channel and we’re witness to an unstable world. In response, 
the area petrochemical industry is taking well-measured steps to place Brazoria 
County in a position to face those challenges with a sense of security at many 
levels. During the Brazoria County Petrochemical Council’s (BCPC) annual 
Responsible Care luncheon at the Center for Business & Industry Training 
at Brazosport College, industry leaders looked at the continued strength and 
growth of the area economy while keynote speaker Rick Cary, Regional Director 
of the US Department of Homeland Security, addressed current and future 
safety measures. 

Strong Together
With 43 projects and $31 billion in capital expenditures currently underway, 

the 20 BCPC member companies make a significant impact on the county’s 
economic health, injecting an additional $8 billion through payroll, capital invest-
ments and charitable giving. In November 2015, The Council gifted $1 million to 
the Brazosport College Foundation to support the BCPC Welding Technologies 
Lab. Continuing to partner with area colleges and high schools to address the 
need for a well-trained skilled workforce, the industry also supports projects like 
the new LNG Crafts Academy. 

“We are seeing growth here because this is an involved and engaged community,” said session panelist Paul Cartlidge, 
Sr. Director Chocolate Bayou Operations for Ascend Performance Materials. “Both sides work hard at the strong relation-
ship between the community and the companies. It’s an important part of what continues to draw expansion here.”

Partnering for Protection
Through his position with Homeland Security, speaker Rick Cary understands that the ongoing protection of manufac-

turing and refining facilities is of paramount importance. Over the past nine years, anti-terrorism standards and practices 
have been implemented and improved to assess risk and provide protection processes for facilities and the communities 
that surround them. His agency works to continually monitor more than 300 chemicals of interest regarding their handling, 
distribution, possession and use. 

Mr. Cary emphasized the important role everyone plays to be aware of and report all suspicious behavior to the local 
police department. “Any threat will require a great deal of prework,” he points out. “Don’t hesitate to call. It’s always better to 
hear about it and be able to dismiss it.” All area operations have received high scores for their security compliance. 

The Brazoria County Petrochemical Council
From clean water to antibiotics, nylon carpets to diapers and various aspects of most planes, trains and automobiles, the 

petrochemical industry strives to make all our lives better every day. 
Established in 1991, the BCPC promotes communication between the community and the petrochemical industry’s lead-

ing companies with local manufacturing and distribution facilities. Their overriding goal is an active partnership to improve 
and protect Brazoria County. 

BCPC promotes Responsible Care management practices which include Community Awareness and Emergency 
Response (CAER); pollution prevention; process safety; employee health and safety; product stewardship; and security 
measures. 

As part of the annual meeting, the Council donated $1,000 to local non-profit partner, Kidz Harbor, as shown below. 

Air Liquide America Corporation
BASF Corporation

Chevron Phillips Chemical Company
Phillips 66

DSM Nutritional Products, Inc.
LyondellBasell

Freeport LNG Development, L.P.
Gulf Chemical & Metallurgical Corporation

Huntsman
Mineral Research & Development

NALCO Champion, An Ecolab Company
Olin Corporation

Vencorex
Shin-Etsu Silicones of America, Inc.

Shintech Inc.
SI Group

Ascend Performance Materials, Inc.
The Dow Chemical Company

K-Bin, Inc
Braskem America

Who’s on first, yet again? Even Laurel and Hardy would 
have to say, “Enough already!”

Nationals slugger Bryce Harper and Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo 
got in plenty of chit-chat at the bag Sunday when Harper walked a record-
tying six times and got hit by a pitch, but after the final walk, it was nothing 
but crickets between them. “Honestly, we ran out of stuff to talk about,” 
Rizzo said. “We talked about everything. We talked about life, baseball, 
everything.”

Headlines
At TheKicker.com: “Mohaymen’s Triple Crown concession speech calls 

on other horses to unite behind Nyquist.”
In the San Diego Union-Tribune: “Phelps jumps into gene pool, becomes 

a father.”
Just hair grass
Boxing legend Oscar De La Hoya claims Donald Trump cheated when 

they played golf.
Even more unnerving, witnesses say, is that Trump kept referring to his 

hair as “my rough.”
Food for thought
“I get hungry covering basketball games in Miami,” wrote Steve Sim-

mons of the Toronto Sun. “They keep chanting: ‘Let’s Go Eat.’ Or some-
thing like that.”

Imperfect 10
The Padres are 0-10 in their first 10 series finales this season. In other 

words, none and done.
Fall classic
“How far has former Cy Young/MVP winner Justin Verlander fallen?” 

asked blogger Chad Picasner. “A few days ago, this headline surfaced: 
‘Kate Upton engaged to baseball player.’ ”
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