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By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

What a great way to start the 
week – sipping on coffee on a 
Monday morning, leisurely turning 
on the computer to begin another 
week of exciting publishing.

And, there goes the hard drive. 
Right before my eyes, ladies and 
gentlemen, it decided to fail with-

out giving me 
a clue – not 
even that 
dreaded blue 
screen.

That’s just 
great. There 
it went, to a 
dark place 
where there 

are no ones and zeros, just a 
blank screen in place of The Bul-
letin. The drive that until the night 
before was carrying out its duty 
without any problems, remained 
dormant. No spinning, no blinking 
of the light that indicates that it’s 
doing something, no Bulletin.

When it comes to computer 
problems, I have been around the 
block a few times, learning a little 
each time.

For example, when my daugh-
ter Stephanie was 4 years old, 
she decided to stick a pencil in 
my floppy drive (it was a long time 
ago) that I used to read all the 
Bulletin’s text files for the week.

“Daddy, I fixed it,” she 
announced.

She fixed it, alright, and fixed 
me on deadline. I have written 
about this before, so I won’t bore 
you with details. Needless to say 
(but I’ll say it, anyway), it was 
panic time. But, after installing 
a replacement drive, the words 
intended for the paper were safe 
and sound.

It would have been weird oth-

ROUNDABOUT

Alexx Aplin isn’t the normal col-
lege student. Actually, he’s much 
smarter and has more determina-
tion and drive than the average 
student.

Alexx, who is about to graduate 
from Brazosport College with an 
Associates of Arts degree, has a 
3.82 grade point average and has 
earned membership in the school’s 
Phi Theta Kappa organization and 
the Honors Society. He was even 
recognized as one of BC’s 14 Dis-
tinguished Students for 2014.

Before that, Alexx graduated 
from Sweeny High School in 2012 
and, thanks to taking dual credit 
classes while in high school, 
started college with 30 credit hours.

Even more impressive, however, 
is that he achieved all this despite 
encountering more than his share of 
obstacles.

Alexx was born with Osteogen-
esis Imperfecta, also known as 
Brittle Bone Disease, which is a 
congenital bone disorder character-
ized by brittle bones that are prone 
to fracture. For Alexx, this confines 
him to a wheelchair and allows little 
mobility. The disease is genetic, with 
Alexx’s mother having the same 
disorder.

Alexx also doesn’t hesitate to 
talk about Brittle Bone Disease. He 
believes that knowledge is the best 
way to develop an understanding of 

Determination pays off for graduating BC student

Alexx Aplin(Continued on Page 13)

BASF Corporation has donated 
three acres of land that belong to 
the company’s site in Freeport, 
Texas, to the Clute Fire Depart-
ment. A new fire station will be 
constructed on the Commerce 
Street property, which is centrally 
located within the city of Clute and 
will make it easier for fire trucks 
to reach any neighborhood in an 
emergency. 

“This provides an opportunity for 
BASF to support our nearest neigh-
bors,” said Chris Witte, Senior Vice 
President and General Manager of 
the BASF site in Freeport, Texas. 
“A strong emergency response 
network is a vital part of any com-
munity. The planned state-of-the- 
art Fire Department facility benefits 
both our community and our site. 
We are proud to partner with the 
city of Clute and present this land 
to them.” 

“BASF has been and continues to 
be a great partner with the communi-
ties in the Brazosport area,” said 
Clute Mayor Calvin Shiflet. “The city 
of Clute would like to thank BASF for 
its diligent efforts in helping resolve 
our issue of where to build our new 
fire station. This effort shows the 

dedication of BASF to support the 
safety concerns of our city.”

Engineering and design for the 
new fire station is currently under 
way, and construction is estimated 
to begin in October. The new facility 
is expected to be completed in 
2015.  

BASF donates land to Clute Fire Department for new station

BASF donated land to the Clute Fire Department for the development of 
a new, centrally located fire station. Pictured: Chris Witte, Senior Vice 
President and General Manager of the BASF site in Freeport, Texas, 
center left; and Calvin Shiflet, Clute Mayor, center right; sign the land 
donation contract as members of city council and the fire department 
look on.

By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

PITTSBURGH - A commence-
ment speaker at Point Park 
University here urged graduates 
to brush their teeth. Whether she 
was grasping at a clever meta-
phor for handling life after college 
or she actually felt that a diploma 
along with good dental hygiene 
were keys to happiness, I couldn’t 
tell. Commencement speeches 
come in many flavors. 

I’ll be attending three col-
lege graduation ceremonies this 
month, and I imagine that besides 
tooth brushing, I’ll also hear about 
rising to one’s full potential, reach-
ing for the stars, and not being 
discouraged by failure. Solid 
advice, indeed. But to the Class of 
2014 I also offer this: 

-Read a newspaper. Also, 
watch C-SPAN periodically, 
become a fan of “60 Minutes,” and 
try listening to NPR. The more 
college students I speak with, the 
more alarmed I become about 
the general disregard for current 
events. I don’t mean what’s trend-
ing on the Internet or what’s hot 
in Hollywood, I mean real news. If 
you truly hope to get ahead, keep 
up with the information you ought 
to know - not just the material you 
want to know. 

-Limit mobile devices. At 
Point Park, administrators were 
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HEY, THIS IS MORE COMPLICATED THAN I THOUGHT: A man was 
sentenced to two years in jail for stealing a ferry called the Victoria Clipper 
from its berth in Seattle as “a birthday present to himself.” He soon discov-
ered that he didn’t know how to operate it, and was arrested by a SWAT 
team as the vessel drifted in Elliott Bay.

THAT’S MY BOY! NO, THAT’S MY BOY! While a young boy was 
performing in his kindergarten play at a school gym in Cape Girardeau, Mo., 
both his father and stepfather showed up and got into a fistfight.

KEEP YOUR STORY STRAIGHT, MAN: A man went door-to-door in 
Virgie, Ky., to ask people for money for his son’s funeral. A local woman said 
he would also ask for money for “his dead nephew. His sick nephew who 
needed a transplant.” Police said he actually wanted the money for drugs.

HEY, QUIET DOWN BACK THERE! A cabbie picked up an intoxicated 
couple outside a bar in Rosemont, Ill., for a ride to Orland Park during which 
they engaged in a vigorous bout of sexual relations/

OH, YOU’RE A PEOPLE PERSON!? REALLY!? Sweden’s Employment 
accidentally emailed all 61,000 people looking for work in Stockholm to 
come in and interview for a job.

I KNEW I FORGOT SOMETHING:  Police in Wesley Chapel, Fla., pulled 
over a woman for drunken driving who was not fully dressed. She was 
apparently unaware of this fact, and officers had to tell her to put her pants 
on so they could administer a field sobriety test. She failed.

I FEEL SURPRISINGLY GOOD, ACTUALLY: An 81-year-old man, read-
ing his local newspaper in Sweden, was shocked to see his own obituary. He 
had checked himself into a hospital a week earlier, and his 90-year-old sister 
spoke to doctors and somehow got the impression that he had died. The 
matter has since been cleared up.

FIRST, CASE THE JOINT: A man in a ski mask stormed into a store in 
Evesham, N.J., smashed a jewelry case and stuffed $25,000 worth of high-
end watches into his bag. Unfortunately for him, a member of the U.S. Air 
Force happened to be shopping in the store. He tackled the guy, forcing him 
to drop the loot and flee. But the guy lost his mask in the struggle, and there 
is surveillance footage.

SO WE WON’T BE SEEING HIM AT THE FAMILY PICNIC: After he heard 
rumors that his older brother was going to demolish a house he had hoped 
to live in on the family property in Etne, Norway, a man got drunk and began 
tearing down the brother’s home with a forklift, causing $164,000 worth of 
damage. There have been simmering tensions between the two men.

Hindenburg memorial restored for anniversary
JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-

LAKEHURST, N.J. — On a field cut 
from dense pine forest, 36 people 
lost their lives 77 years ago in a 
fiery explosion as the Hindenburg 
airship crashed on its 63rd voyage, 
heralding the end of lighter-than-air 
commercial passenger travel.

Recently, a refurbished plaque 
commemorating the 50th anniver-
sary of the tragedy was unveiled 
during a ceremony honoring the 
lives lost in Hindenburg crash 
and other Army and Navy airship 
crashes, including one off of Barne-
gat Light.

Since it was initially placed on 
the field in 1987, the elements had 
worn the plate, and someone had 
scrawled initials onto it, said Rick 
Zitarosa, the Navy Lakehurst His-
torical Society vice president.

When the plaque was first placed 

on the field, there were many survi-
vors of the flight, Zitorosa said. Now, 
a cabin boy and a passenger are 
the only living survivors.

There also is a small handful of 
people left who flew on the Hinden-
burg at other times, he said.

Dr. Horst Schirmer is one of them.
His father designed the aeronau-

tics for the airship. He flew on the 
Hindenburg for a test flight when he 
was about 5 years old.

“I am just full of admiration and 
gratitude of your interest showing 
what happened here,” Schirmer 
said. 

He said he grew up with the ship. 
And he loved the idea that lighter-
than-air travel existed as a bridge 
between Europe and the Americas. 
He remembers that his flight on 
the massive airship was smooth 
and steady with no air currents that 

cause turbulence on airplanes.
The Hindenburg, at more than 

800 feet in length the largest air-
ship ever made, was named after 
German field marshal and states-
man Paul Von Hindenburg. As such, 
it was a symbol of grandeur for a 
rising Nazi Germany. It had traveled 
across the ocean from Frankfurt am 
Main, Germany, when, filled with 
hydrogen, it erupted into flames as it 
approached landing in Lakehurst.

The cause of the explosion has 
never been firmly established. But 
the fiery eruption and crash was 
captured by photographs, news-
reel film and the words of Herbert 
Morrison, a radio reporter of WLS in 
Chicago who narrated the crash.

His eyewitness account was 
broadcast the next day and 
included the now-immortal, but then 
anguished, cry: “Oh, the humanity!”

The intense media attention 
covering the crash ushered the end 
of airship travel as confidence in the 
ships fell away and airplane design 
improved.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed 

notices, but do not accept faxed notices or notices 
sent by regular mail. Email photos as is. We’ll con-

‘Inception’ before the movie
Q.  When might you jump off 

the roof of a tall building and hit 
the ground below but live to tell all 
about it?

A.  This dramatic question 
occurred to French nobleman  
Marquis d’Hervey de Saint-Denys 
in the late nineteenth century, and 
his answer to himself was to do 
the jumping in a lucid dream, says 
David Robson in “New Scientist” 
magazine.  In a lucid dream, you 
become aware you’re dreaming 
even as the dream unfolds, with 
the possibility of taking charge and 
actually directing its actions to some 
degree.  As Saint-Denys studied 
dreams, he realized that pre-sleep 
focusings on potential topics could 
help determine which dream events 
might ensue.  Using this mind 
control and conditioning, it wasn’t 
long before he was lucid dreaming 
every night.  Besides the pleasur-
able encounters and adventures, he 
experimented with the way the mind 
constructs dreams – from the inside.

In his famous jump-off dream, 
Saint-Denys was walking along 
the street, then entered the tallest 
building he could find and climbed 
to a window in its highest room.  He 
paused to admire the “perfection” of 
the scene below and then jumped.  
Confusion followed, but within a 

minute he was back on the ground 
in front of a cathedral, apparently 
unscathed, among a crowd gath-
ered around a dead man.  “They 
told me that the man had thrown 
himself from the cathedral tower,” 
he wrote, “and I saw his body being 
carried away on a stretcher.” 

In the words of dream researcher 
Allan Hobson, “There’s no doubt 
Saint-Denys was a pioneer of 
human consciousness.” 

        Rewarding majors
Q.  Students, what college major 

should you choose?  You might 
want to hide this from your liberal 
arts parents.

A.  If doing what you love is 
important, major in what you want 
even as you learn as much as 
possible about foreign languages 
and technology, suggest Amanda 
Green and Matt Soniak in “25 of 
Your Most Pressing Questions 
Answered,” as reported in “Mental 
Floss” magazine.  However, “for 
earning top dollars right after gradu-
ation, aim low, i.e., below Earth’s 
surface.”  According to a survey by 
the National Association of Colleges 
and Employers, an average $84,000 
a year goes to grads with jobs in 
mining, quarrying and oil and gas 
extraction.

If you don’t dig digging, any kind 

of engineering degree can unearth 
big rewards:  petroleum engineer-
ing, followed by computer engineer-
ing, chemical engineering, computer 
science and aerospace engineering.  
“Now break out that slide rule and 
start shopping for a Bentley!”

          Cheetah science
Q.  Studying “the enigma of the 

cheetah” hunting in the wild, scien-
tists used electronic collars, acceler-
ometers, GPS modules, a Structure 
and Motion Laboratory and more.  
What were their findings?

A.  Headed by biomechanicist 
Alan Wilson of London’s Royal 
Veterinary College, the group 
discovered that the cat’s hunting 
success may have as much to do 
with its remarkable ability to brake 
sharply and to pivot as its rocket-like 
acceleration in catching its zigzag-
ging prey, says Josie Garthwaite 
in “Discover” magazine.  Whereas 
Olympic sprinter Usain Bolt powers 
up using 25 watts per kilogram, the 
cheetah uses 100 watts, firing up 
its heavily muscled legs by accel-
erating 6.7 mph in a single stride, 
aided by rigid paws and blunt claws 
acting like cleats.  Actually, a wild 
cheetah needn’t go all out but more 
like a moderate 33 mph for only a 
second or two.  Rapid decelera-
tion, or slowdown, of about 9 mph 
in a single stride allows it to corner 
darting prey.

A cheetah on the hunt may 
execute six or seven turns in just 
a few hundred feet, helped by its 
three-foot-long tail.  Then in mid 
gallop, it hooks its claws into the 
prey’s rump to yank it off balance 
and then suffocates the victim by 
biting the neck.  Sums up Garth-
waite, “Roughly one-quarter of 367 
hunts recorded in Botswana ended 
in capture of prey – usually impala.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

The First United Missionary Bap-
tist Church & Pastor Andre Waddy 
Presents  Praise Extravaganza & 
Musical: Choirs, Praise Dances 
and soloists on May 30, 7-9pm. 
The event will take place at 324 
S Avenue G, Freeport. For more 
information, call (979) 239-3999.

Freeport church 
presents musical
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 Texas Gulf Bank partners with Junior Achievement of Brazoria County 
in our local elementary schools to provide lessons leading to financial 
stability. Students study and become familiar with denominations of 
coins, how to earn money, how to save money, how to volunteer and 
work together on good projects. Pictured is Sharon Dulak with her 
kindergarten class at Sweeny Berta Barclay Primary School.

Junior Achievement, Texas Gulf Bank 
team up to deliver business knowledge 

Toyota to set up headquarters in Texas, creating 4,000 jobs
By Eric Frazier and Ely Portillo
The Charlotte Observer (MCT)

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Toyota 
officials paid a secret visit to Charlotte 
earlier this year as they considered 
new sites for the company’s North 
American headquarters, but the East 
Coast location and a lack of direct 
flights to Japan apparently helped 
persuade them to send their 4,000 
jobs to Texas instead.

After a search that started with 
about 100 locations, the automaker 
has announced that it was consolidat-
ing manufacturing, sales, marketing 
and operations headquarters into one 
campus in the Dallas suburb of Plano.

N.C. Commerce Secretary Sharon 
Decker said that Charlotte finished 
second to Texas in pursuit of what 
state officials called “Project One.”

“We were the last two considered,” 
she said, referring to Charlotte and 
Plano. “I think that speaks very well of 
North Carolina and Charlotte.”

Decker and Charlotte economic-
development leaders said the world’s 
largest automaker never identified 
itself to North Carolina officials, even 
when its emissaries met with state 
and local representatives.

Toyota officials won’t say why. They 
declined to comment on the merits of 
specific locations considered during 
the process.

In explaining the company’s 

rationale for choosing a site, one 
official said Toyota wanted a “neutral 
location” with no existing major Toyota 
presence.

Mike Michels, a vice president with 

Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A., said the 
company weighed economic consid-
erations, geography, climate, the cost 
of living and the education systems, 
among other things.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

With Christ, you can conquer your faults
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Some of my friends say Jesus can change my life, but I don’t think 
it’s possible. I’ve gotten involved in some bad things that I’ll never be able 
to get out of, although I’ve tried. Who is right – me or my friends? – T.K.

A: Your friends are right, and they’ve probably experienced it in their 
own lives. They may not have wrestled with the problems you have, but 
everyone who follows Jesus knows that God’s promise of a new life is 
true. The Bible says, “If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

However, you’re also right when you say that you’ll never be able to 
conquer these bad things, because you can’t, not in your own strength. 
But God is stronger than you are – and when we give our lives to Christ, 
God Himself comes to live within us by His Spirit. He helps us overcome 
our sins and weaknesses as we yield ourselves to Him, and He gives us a 
new reason for living.

God loves you; He loves you so much that He sent His only Son into 
the world to give His life for you. And God also loves you so much that 
He accepts you just as you are! The Bible says, “But God demonstrates 
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:8).

Don’t let your bad habits or anything else pull you down any longer, but 
by faith ask Christ to come into your life. When you do, He’ll forgive your 
past and give you hope for the future. Then let your friends know what 
you’ve done, so they can encourage and help you learn to walk with Christ 
every day.

erwise -- just printing white space 
between the ads.

Another time, I managed to sort 
of blow up the computer’s power 
supply. After putting out the fire, I 
set a new record installing another 
power supply, and the paper was 
once again saved.

Each step of the way, I learned 
a little more – like keeping the text 
on the hard drive and backing it up 
to a floppy; and not blowing up the 
power supply right before deadline.

There have been other emer-
gencies, but these two stand out in 
my mind because they caused the 
greatest problems.

Until now.
The Bulletin publishing machine 

sat dead in the water. But hey, it’s 
a Monday. These things happen.

It was time to think about this, 
and finish my coffee. Why so 
calm? Because the Bulletin was 
safe and sound inside two other 
hard drives backed up the night 
before.

All those boring times I spent 
making sure that everything got 
backed up had paid off.

Don’t get me wrong, there were 
still plenty of hassles, but the fact 
that you are reading this column 
proves that everything turned out 
fine.

About a year ago, I started being 
concerned about the age of the 
hard drive on the main Bulletin 
computer and bought another 
computer as a backup. 

Over time, I installed all the 
essential programs needed to put 
out The Bulletin. There were some 
font issues, but those are not a 
major deal. The rest seemed to 
work.

Then I waited because switch-

ing production computers is no 
fun. There are lots of glitches and 
surprises, and the whole process is 
like a giant root canal.

And when was the last time you 
got one of those unless you abso-
lutely needed it?

Out came the slave drive from 
the fried computer, and a few min-
utes later, it was doing its job in the 
backup machine. It was a sight to 
behold, only to be fully appreciated 
by geeks like me.

The rest of the crew could not 
care less. I didn’t make a big deal 
out of it. I didn’t want to worry them 
with the possibility that if this does 
not work, we may be -- screwed.

That may be too strong. Here 
are some alternative idioms: Up 
the creek without a paddle; Spin-
ning our wheels; On a slow boat to 
China (it’s far from here); Taking no 
steps forward for every two steps 
back (I  altered this one).

There was no reason why the 
new production machine should 
not work just fine. But, there are 
always a few problems to hold 
things up, like loading in an earlier 

version of a program by mistake 
and then wondering why the 
“restore from backup” function is 
not doing anything.

I may be getting too techni-
cal here. To make a short story 
even longer, it’s suffice to say that 
little by little, all the glitches were 
overcome by the self-taught house 
geek.

I learned a long time ago that 
in this business, computers can 
make you or break you. And no 
machine will ever break me or 
my people. I will stand up to any 
square-headed ones and zeros 
and show them that humans still 
rule the world.

That’s pretty dramatic, but I was 
just thinking about the “Matrix.”

So, dear readers, after a few 
hours of dedicated geekdom, your 
favorite reading material while 
consuming that delicious lunch 
was made safe again by yours 
truly.

Man, it’s late. Better hit the 
sack. I’ll back everything up in the 
morning.

Just kidding.

If it’s Monday, it must be time for the Bulletin publishing machine’s hard drive to crash
(Continued from Page 1)
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By Mary MacVean
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — If you could 
get a $5 lunch for $1, would it taste 
better? Be a more satisfying lunch?

If you chose the bargain, guess 
again.

Price affects consumer satisfac-
tion, and getting a deal doesn’t nec-
essarily make diners like their food 
better, according to researchers at 
Cornell University who frequently 
study human behavior and eating 
habits.

“We were fascinated to find that 
pricing has little impact on how 
much one eats, but a huge impact 
on how you interpret the experi-
ence,” Brian Wansink, a professor 
at Cornell’s Dyson School of Applied 
Economics and Management, said 
in a statement.

Just cutting the price “dramatically 
affects how customers evaluate and 
appreciate the food,” said Wansink, 
who oversaw the research. The 
study was presented recently at the 
Experimental Biology conference in 
San Diego.

The researchers worked with an 
Italian restaurant they described as 
high quality in upstate New York. 
They gave 139 diners a menu for 
an all-you-can-eat buffet that cost 

either $4 or $8 for lunch. The cus-
tomers were asked to evaluate the 
food and the restaurant, and they 
were asked to rate on a nine-point 
scale their first, middle and last bite 
of food.

The two groups ate the same 
amount of food. But the people who 
paid $8 liked it an average of 11 per-
cent more, the researchers said.

And the people who paid less 
more often said they felt like they 
had overeaten. They liked their food 
less and less over the course of the 
meal.

Ozge Sigirci, a researcher at 
Cornell’s Food and Brand Lab who 
conducted the study, said the results 
were surprising.

“If the food is there, you are going 
to eat, but the pricing very much 
affects how you are going to feel 
about your meal and how you will 
evaluate the restaurant,” Sigirci said 
in a statement.

Corina Weibel, the chef-owner of 
Canele, a restaurant in Los Angeles’ 
Atwater Village neighborhood, said 
the results were not so surprising.

“People think if something is 
expensive, it is better,” she said 
Tuesday by phone, and they’re not 
always willing to trust solely their 
own judgment.

Want to really appreciate your food? 
A higher price may do the trick

Lincoln Electric recently donated more than $40,000 of equipment to be used 
for Brazosport College’s welding program. The equipment, which includes three 
advanced process welders along with three advanced process feeders, will be 
used in the college’s new welding center. Pictured are, from left, Jay Barr, Bra-
zosport College Welding Instructor; Sheldon Wray, Lincoln Electric Technical 
Sales Engineer; Dr. Millicent Valek, Brazosport College President; and Serena 
Andrews, Brazosport College Vice President of Institutional Advancement. 

Lincoln Electric donates equipment to 
Brazosport College welding program
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Brazosport College’s 2014 Distinguished Students were recognized at a ceremony on April 30 at The Clarion 
at Brazosport College. The Distinguished Students are Tina Anguiano, Alexx Aplin, Brittney Nae’Yon Arm-
strong, Joseph Castro, Haley Michelle Heathcock, Bailey Hughes, Ytzamar Lara, Viviana Morales, Jody Settle, 
Angelina Shaddock, Travis Sheppard, Molly Wilson, Natalie Wood and Sabra Julianne Wright. 

Brazosport College honors 2014 Distinguished Students
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L.A. mayor thinks Sterling will fight to keep Clippers
David G. Savage
Tribune Washington Bureau (MCT)

WASHINGTON — Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti said he will 
continue to press Los Angeles 
Clippers owner Donald Sterling to 
give up his ownership of the NBA 
team, but said it may take a “pro-
tracted fight” before the 80-year-
old billionaire agrees to sell.

“He thinks he’s going to be the 
owner for a long time,” Garcetti 
said on the CBS TV program 
“Face the Nation.”

Garcetti said he spoke to Ster-
ling several days ago and said 

the owner did not seem to realize 
the effect of taped remarks that 
NBA officials say were made by 
Sterling about African-Americans 
that became public.

“He believes in his heart that 
he’s a very good person” and 
is proud of what he has accom-
plished, Garcetti said.

The mayor said he and others 
need to press Sterling to under-
stand that his comments do 
not reflect Los Angeles and its 
commitment to diversity and toler-
ance.

He described Los Angeles as 
one of the world’s most open and 
diverse cities. “Los Angeles is not 
represented by those comments” 
spoken by Sterling, he said. 

Asked if he thought players 
would want to remain on the 
team if Sterling was able to hold 

onto the franchise, Garcetti said 
“I think it would be very tough for 
them to stay there.”

“I think the players are really 
the ones that have the burden on 
them,” he said. “They’re not going 
to want to play for somebody — 
knowing that the money they’re 
generating for that individual goes 
into these sorts of attitudes.”

The mayor also was asked if 
he would urge fans to boycott 
the Clippers’ games if Sterling 
remained the owner.

“I would certainly keep that 
arrow in my quiver,” he said. “I 
want to see representation of our 
city in its best light.”

He said the incident has 
brought together the city in sup-
port of its second NBA franchise.

“We are all behind the Clip-
pers,” he said.
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Doctors use clever technology to unblock severely clogged arteries

Memorial Hermann Southwest 
Hospital recently began using 
potentially life-saving new technol-
ogy to treat patients suffering from 
completely blocked arteries in the 
heart.

“Previously, fully blocked arteries 
in the heart were treated either with 
heart bypass surgery or prescription 
drugs,” said David Portugal, M.D., 
a cardiovascular disease specialist 
affiliated with Memorial Hermann 
Southwest. “We are excited to now 
offer a minimally invasive option for 
patients who want an alternative 
to open-heart surgery, those who 
are considered too risky for bypass 
operations, and others whose 
surgically repaired arteries have 
reclogged.”

Heart disease is responsible 
for one in every four deaths in the 
United States, and is the leading 
cause of death for both men and 

women, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Coronary artery disease is the 
most common type of heart disease, 
killing more than 385,000 people 
annually.

Pushing open narrowed coronary 
arteries in the heart with a small 
balloon and then inserting small, 
expandable tubes called stents in 
blood vessels to keep them open 
has been a major advancement in 
treatment. However, the procedure 
cannot be performed for patients 
with total blockages because a bal-
loon cannot get through.

Today, minimally invasive technol-
ogy allows doctors to go through 
or around blockages. The devices 
used at Memorial Hermann South-
west are the only ones approved by 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion for this medical condition.

Here is how the technology 

works: The surgeon uses a special 
device that looks like a miniature 
plumber’s snake to clear blockages.  
If the blockage is soft, like peanut 
butter, the device can go right 
through.

If the blockage is hard, like 
concrete, the doctor manipulates 
the device around the blockage by 
moving it into the second layer of 
the artery’s wall. The artery’s tough 
outer layer is not punctured by the 
procedure. 

Once past the clog, the device 
pushes its way back into the interior 
of the artery.

“Surgeons at Memorial Hermann 
Southwest are now among a select 
group of physicians who have the 
skill and experience with these 
unique medical devices,” said 
Portugal. “We are pleased to bring 
these new treatment options to our 
patients.”
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Look for us on 
Facebook

May 12: ON THIS DATE in 1908, 
“wireless radio broadcasting” was 
patented by Nathan B. Stubblefield. 
In 1932, the body of the kidnapped 
son of Charles and Anne Lindbergh 
was found in a wooded area of 
Hopewell, N.J. 

May 13: ON THIS DATE in 1110, 
Christian Crusaders from Western 
Europe marched into Beirut, caus-
ing a bloodbath. In 1959, the Diners 
Club issued its first credit cards.

May 14: ON THIS DATE in 1948, 
the independent nation of Israel 
was proclaimed in Tel Aviv as 
British rule in Palestine came to an 
end; Arab antagonists immediately 
attacked. In 1998, the last episode 
of “Seinfeld” aired on NBC.

May 15: ON THIS DATE in 1820, 
the U.S. Congress designated the 
transatlantic slave trade a form of 
piracy. In 1911, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ordered the dissolution of 
Standard Oil Co., ruling it was in 
violation of the Sherman Antitrust 
Act.

May 16: ON THIS DATE in 1770, 
Marie Antoinette, age 14, mar-
ried the future King Louis XVI of 
France, who was 15. In 1868, the 
Senate failed by one vote to convict 
President Andrew Johnson on the 
first of 11 articles of impeachment 
against him.

May 17: ON THIS DATE in 1954, 
the U.S. Supreme Court issued 
its landmark Brown vs. Board of 
Education of Topeka ruling, which 
held that racially segregated public 
schools were inherently unequal. 
In 1987, 37 American sailors were 
killed when an Iraqi warplane 
attacked the Navy frigate USS Stark 
in the Persian Gulf.

May 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1804, Napoleon Bonaparte was 
proclaimed emperor of France. In 
1980, the Mount St. Helens volcano 
in Washington State exploded, leav-
ing 57 people dead or missing.

Answer to last week’s question: 
This week in 1983, Reggie Jackson 
became the first Major League 
Baseball player to strike out 2,000 
times.

This week’s question: In 1916, 
the cover of the Saturday Evening 
Post first featured an illustration by 
what American artist? 

compelled to warn students not to 
use cellphones while crossing the 
stage to receive their diplomas. 
They should have extended the 
ban to the seating areas, where 
thumbs tapped furiously throughout 
the speeches. Instant communica-
tion has revolutionized our lives 
and your generation, but don’t let it 
become an obsession. 

• Go slowly. Sure, you want a 
good career, a lot of money and 
a family of your own. But if those 
things don’t present themselves 
immediately, then get a paid intern-
ship, work for a non-profit, or be a 
volunteer if you can afford to. Do the 
things that many of us wish we had 
done after college, and then found 
too difficult to arrange once our lives 
became more complicated. 

• Call home. After college I went 
for almost a decade in a self-
absorbed world of my own. I felt I 
didn’t need help with life, and I took 
that to mean I could drift away from 
my family. Big mistake. The time 
is precious, and if you squander 
it now, chances are you’ll regret it 
later. Being independent doesn’t 
mean cutting family ties. 

• Vote. Now there’s an unusual 
piece of advice for college grads, 
but it’s troubling to learn how many 
people in their twenties aren’t reg-
istered and don’t vote. Sometimes 
it’s because they are transplanted to 
new communities; or, it’s just a con-
viction that a single vote won’t mean 
anything. Voting is not only your 
civic responsibility, it actually makes 
you feel good when you do it. 

• Smile once each day. We live 
in an age when the letters LOL are 
typed routinely by people sitting at 
keyboards without even cracking a 
smile. Laughing out loud - or at least 
smiling - isn’t just a mental exercise, 
it’s a facial exercise; in fact, it’s a 
full-body workout. And try doing it 
once in a while when you’re alone. 
Andy Rooney was right when he 
said, “If you smile when no one’s 
around, it proves you really mean it.” 

• Go somewhere. As soon as 
you can manage it, get out of the 
country and see what the rest of 
the world is about. Broadening the 
horizons of your mind is enhanced 
by expanding the horizons of your 
travels. 

• Get over yourself. At gradu-
ation they pump you up because 
you’ve earned it. Now, get real. 
The diploma counts for a lot, but it 
doesn’t mean you know it all -- or 
even a small part of it. View the next 
phase of life as an even greater 
learning experience than the one 
you just went through. In fact, if you 
really want to help your own cause, 
sign up now for that literature class 
you were afraid to take last year 
because it might have hurt your 
GPA. 

Plus, I suppose, you should brush 
after meals and floss regularly. If 
nothing else, it will cut the dental 
bills, once your parents are no 
longer paying them. Good luck! 

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Opti-
mistic,” is available at Amazon.com 
and CandidCamera.com.©2014 
Peter Funt. 

Some classy advice for graduates
(Continued from Page 1)

Study: Stressing out your body could help control chronic inflammation
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The video of young Dutch adults 
lying barefoot and bare-chested 
in the snow, swimming in frozen 
ponds, and purposely hyperventilat-
ing looks more like “Jackass” than 
legitimate biomedical research. But 
the findings emerging from their 
efforts may suggest new treatments 
for millions of Americans suffering 
from autoimmune diseases such 
as rheumatoid arthritis, inflamma-
tory bowel disease and multiple 
sclerosis.

If you place the human body 
under enough stress, this new 
study finds, the immune system will 

stand down. And that, in turn, may 
calm the systemic inflammation and 
relieve the pain and disability that 
comes with a chronically overactive 
immune response.

If the odd training that Dutch 
subjects undertook can be trans-
lated into a safe behavioral regimen 
for patients with autoimmune 
disorders, the result could be an 
alternative to the costly medicines 
now used to treat those diseases.

The new research challenges 
two long-held beliefs about human 
health: that the autonomic ner-
vous system — often called the 
“involuntary nervous system” — is 
not subject to training in ways that 

would override its control of func-
tions such as as heart rate, blood 
pressure, breathing, perspiration 
and digestion; and that no behav-
ioral intervention (short of, say, 
going to the doctor’s office and 
getting a vaccination) can influence 
the immune system to spin up or 
stand down.

In this experiment, reported 
Monday in the journal PNAS, 
a small group of healthy Dutch 
subjects was taught to follow a 
bizarre regimen of cold exposure, 

meditation and breathing patterns 
that alternated between hyperven-
tilation and breath-holding. They 
continued to practice the routine of 
extreme physical stressors in the 
days and hours before exposure to 
a toxin that reliably causes flu-like 
symptoms.

Compared with a control group, 
the subjects that followed the 
bizarre practices saw their epineph-
rine levels rise higher than those 
reported by bungee jumpers in a 
separate study.
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Air Liquide America Corporation INEOS Olefins & Polymers USA
Ascend Performance Materials, LLC   K-Bin, Inc.
BASF Corporation LyondellBasell
Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LP Mineral Research & Development
The Dow Chemical Company NALCO Champion
DSM Nutritional Products, Inc.   Shin-Etsu Silicones of America, Inc.
Freeport LNG Development LP   Shintech Inc.
Gulf Chemical & Metallurgical Corporation   SI Group
Huntsman   Vencorex

BCPC member Companies

It’s Planting Season in Brazoria County
Come Grow With Us!

From industrial to commercial, construction projects abound making it clear growth is no longer on the 
horizon, it’s here.
Thanks to new industrial projects, commercial and residential construction is booming all over the county as well. 
This growth was the topic at the Brazoria County Petrochemical Council’s annual Responsible Care luncheon 
at the Lake Jackson Civic Center. Panelists Angleton ISD Superintendent Dr. Patricia Montgomery, Phillips 66 
Sweeny Refinery General Manager Willie Tempton Jr. and Economic Development Alliance for Brazoria County 
President Robert Worley talked about how growth will continue to impact the county.

Years of Growth Ahead

The Brazoria County Petrochemical Council’s 19 member companies have a $4.3 billion economic impact on the 
county and provide over 14,000 jobs. These numbers are steadily growing as more projects are announced.
Many companies are taking advantage of the nation-wide increased supply of natural gas, the nearby location 
of pipelines and the Freeport marina resulting in unprecedented county growth. The current appraised value of 
Brazoria County is $21 billion; in 2020 the value of the county is projected to be $60 billion.
While the infrastructure grows, so does the population. In preparation for the influx of people, 18,000 single 
family lots are under development in Brazoria County. That’s 10 times as many single family permits that were 
issued in the county in 2012. RV parks are also popping up all over the county.

Schools Preparing Kids for Industrial Jobs

Area schools are ready for the growth. Though area districts will soon be expected to educate more students, 
many of the districts have the infrastructure in place to handle the increase. The new Angleton High School, for 
example, can handle more students. Other districts are looking at bonds to make sure they have a functioning 
infrastructure ready.
Area school district officials see it as their job to ensure students are prepared for career opportunities when they 
graduate. This goal not only benefits the students, but the area industries that are desperately looking for skilled 
labor in a time when growth could be hampered by a relatively small available workforce.
From new career programs to partnering with Brazosport College, schools are making sure students realize they 
have opportunities beyond high school right here in Brazoria County.

The Brazoria County Petrochemical Council

The BCPC is a group of petrochemical companies with manufacturing or distribution sites in Brazoria County. It 
was established in 1991 to improve communication between citizens and industry, and to work together to keep 
the people and environment in the community safe.
BCPC promotes Responsible Care management practices, including CAER (Community Awareness and Emergency 
Response), pollution prevention, process safety, distribution, employee health and safety, product stewardship and 
security.

his condition.
“You’d be surprised how many 

people will talk to me really loud or 
think I’m blind,” Alexx said. “Or they 
just stare at me. I would much rather 
them ask questions because that’s 
the best way to learn.”

And for anyone who talks to Alexx, 
the first thing they learn is that the 
disease has absolutely no affect on 
his mind.

“I go into a classroom 
with a new professor 
for the first time, and 
I never know how it’s 
going to go,” Alexx said. 
“Many of them have figured out from 
the start that I’m just like any other 
student. I thought it would be an 
issue when I started college here, but 
it hasn’t. It’s been really, really nice.”

Actually, some of Alexx’s biggest 
issues are the same as any other 
student.

“The biggest challenge has been 
not getting lost when finding your 
classes during the first week of 
school,” he said with a laugh.

That doesn’t mean it’s always 
been easy, though.

Because he is unable to drive, 
Alexx’s grandmother, Verna Johnson, 
brings him to BC from his Brazoria 
home two days a week. Verna not 
only assists getting him to and from 
his classes, she remains at the col-
lege all day while he’s earning his 
education.

“I enjoy it,” Verna said of sacrific-
ing her time. “I enjoy meeting Alexx’s 
friends. I went to school with his 
mom from pre-K to eighth grade 
because she has the same disability.

“To me, this is just fun,” she 
added. “I love being around all this 
young knowledge. These bright kids 
will be our leaders someday.”

Alexx has faced a few other diffi-
culties during his time at BC, but he’s 
been impressed at how often people 
are willing to help. Whether it’s 
fellow students opening doors, or the 
assistance provided by the college’s 
disability services, assistance has 
been available when needed.

“People are so willing to help,” 
Alexx said. “The school got some 
desks for me that are adjustable 
for my wheelchair, and that’s really 
helped me out.

(Continued from Page 1)

Determination pays off for 
graduating BC student

‘It wasn’t easy, but 
I’m here and I’ve 
done it.’  –  Applin

“It’s the simple stuff,” he added. 
“For example, the bathrooms here 
are more than equipped for what I 
need. But overall, I’m always asked 
if I have everything I need. Nothing 
has been too challenging in terms of 
my disability. It’s been very normal, 
and that’s nice.”

Helping to ensure that Alexx 
receives needed assistance has 

been BC counselor 
Phil Robertson. 
However, Robertson 
admits that Alexx 
hasn’t needed much 
help.

“He’s a real go-getter, and there 
isn’t that much he needs,” Robertson 
said. “We’ve used some adaptive 
equipment, some desk arrange-
ments and a few other things, but we 
haven’t had to do too much. He’s just 
a very smart and determined young 
man and hasn’t needed much help.”

Verna has been pleased with 
how the college and its staff have 
assisted her grandson, as well. She 
also offered up some friendly, yet 
valuable advice, for helping others 
in need.

“Brazosport College has been very 
generous with me and has taken the 
time to answer all of our questions,” 
she said. “It’s a friendly and positive 
learning environment. 

“Remember that everyone needs 
an advocate,” she added. “If you see 
someone that needs help, help them. 
Be that advocate. They might not 
have anyone else.”

When he crosses the stage and 
accepts his hard-earned associ-
ate degree on Saturday at the Dow 
Academic Center, Alexx knows 
he’s encountered many advocates 
at Brazosport College. Earning his 
associate degree, however, was a 
result of his own determination and 
work ethic. 

“This college allows you to make 
your own way,” Alexx said. “You can 
pick your destination, and they’ll help 
you get there, and everyone helps 
you along the way. This is definitely a 
place that gives everyone a helping 
hand.

“It wasn’t easy, but I’m here and 
I’ve done it,” Alexx added with a 
smile. “And if I can do it, anybody 
can.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Place for una familia
7 Xerox insert: Abbr.
11 Advanced math deg., in Canada
14 With 15-Across, verifies in 
advance, literally
15 See 14-Across
16 Suffix with Capri
17 Clubs with balls
18 Yellow butterflies, to Brits
20 Two-note keyboard effect

22 Most fit to serve
23 “Pinocchio” whale
26 With 32-Across, warm apparel, 
literally
28 Barcelona gold
29 Kiosk
32 See 26-Across
33 Fam. tree member
35 Old cutter
36 Sign of cold feet?
37 See 39-Across

39 With 37- and 40-Across, nosh, 
literally
40 See 39-Across
42 Progressive Insurance spokes-
woman
43 B.C. law group
45 Starr-struck one?
47 See 51-Across
48 __ music
50 Fire
51 With 47-Across, former “Ameri-
can Idol” winner, literally
53 Con artist
55 Years in Claudius’ reign
56 Certain cracker
59 Guides in the direction of
61 Jason of “Harry Potter” films
65 Fancy marble
66 See 67-Across
67 With 66-Across, 1975 Best 
Picture nominee, literally
68 People people: Abbr.
69 Celebrity chef Burrell
70 Initial stages

Down
1 Common HDTV feature
2 Sushi-grade tuna
3 These, in Toulouse
4 Bank listing: Abbr.
5 Culottes kin
6 Declares
7 Overmuch
8 Fidel’s successor
9 Just starting to roll, perhaps
10 Econ. yardstick
11 Image on the Armenian coat of 
arms
12 Haight or Ashbury
13 “Dog Whisperer” Millan
19 Accepted, as a gift card
21 Bellyachers
23 Like platform shoes in the ‘60s
24 Utah city on I-15
25 Journalist’s asset
27 SALT topic
30 Percolate
31 Prisoner’s demand
34 Pepsi One’s one
38 California wine town near 
Stockton
41 Posh
44 Ellington standard whose title is 
Spanish for “lost”
46 Nice view
47 Opening lines?
49 Attaches, in a way
51 Class
52 Pele’s first name
54 Some grenades, briefly
57 Bertie Wooster’s alma mater
58 Road crew item
60 Genetic stuff
62 Stand buy
63 Jazz lover
64 GPS part: Abbr.
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
COUGAR  ALPACA  COYOTE  DONKEY  JAGUAR  GERBIL

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CHALK  DADDY  GAMBLE  NICETY
Answer: What the tax preparer did after working around the clock -- CALLED IT A “DAY”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): It’s 
possible that someone is praying 
for the blessings, gifts and talents 
that you take for granted. In the 
week ahead, accept every oppor-
tunity to pay it forward and to help 
others.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Focus on mutual benefits. What’s 
good for you must be good for the 
other person, whether you’re set-
ting up a date or a business deal. 
Compromise is the key to success 
this week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Put 

the frowns away and let the world 
smile with you. A financial situa-
tion can take a turn for the better 
in the early part of the week. An 
agreement could bring you extra 
spending money.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Any 
job worth doing is worth doing well. 

Don’t be bashful about adopting a 
leadership position or adding your 
two cents this week. This is a good 
time to start a major project.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Fair play 
is king when you play ball. People 
will reflect your sincerity like a 
mirror this week, so be forthright 
about your feelings and intentions. 
Join forces to achieve romantic or 
career objectives.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be 
grateful for what you have. Others 
may seem to be just going through 
the motions in the week ahead, or 
showing off their success, but at 
least they’re willing to share with 
you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
There’s no reason to screen your 
calls. Speak what’s on your mind 
and in your heart in the week to 
come. Your passion for the good 
things in life may have a chance for 
expression.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Knowledge is power. Read up on 
a new subject this week or let a 
mentor take you under his or her 
wing. The more you know, the 

easier it will be to handle your 
finances wisely.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Powerful needs can create 
a positive outcome. People may 
be attracted by your “do or die” 
attitude. Expect profitable dealings 
this week while you possess the 
Midas touch.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Shazam. A bit of magic could 
be at work when you place a few 
well-chosen words in the proper 
ear. People may be willing to unlock 
doors and invite you into their 
private circle this week

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Use resourceful means to fatten 
your wallet. Take some time to read 
the newspaper or scan magazines. 
You may find valuable information 
this week that will fill your piggy 
bank.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Go 
for the gusto. Grab every chance to 
make a mark in the business world 
during the week ahead. Others 
perceive you as trustworthy, so you 
may be able to ask for a commit-
ment.

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                                  By Ralph Dunagin and Dana 

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                                     By Fred 

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                          By Russel 

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                                  By Rick 
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