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They held on as I started 
driving down the road, clinging to 
each other and my side window. I 

was watching 
them from the 
corner of my 
eye as they 
came along 
for the ride.

I kind of 
felt sorry 
for them, 
because what 

they were doing was very private, 
and I would not want to be the 
cause of its interruption. But I was 
in traffic, and there was not a lot I 
could do but hope that they hang 
on.

Then I came to a light and 
slowed down. They let go, 
together, and flew away to who 
knows where.

It’s that time of the year again, 
when those pesky love bugs get 
into everything and can make 
driving or even walking a little 
messy.

These are the little flies that 
you and I routinely swat out of 
our way, that wipe out on our 
windshields and position their 
little selves 
so timely 
on freshly 
painted 
walls.

And, for 
some reason, they get right on 
top of sun-baked car hoods, on 
which they die within seconds. 
Unfortunately, they both die. Or, 
maybe, fortunately.

The male lives for about 92 
hours under laboratory condi-
tions, while the female dies in just 
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are here
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Chipper Lowell 
brings his magic, 
comedy to Clarion
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RAMBLINGS

Brazosport College is closing 
out its 2014-15 concert season 
with a unique blend of comedy 
and magic.

Award-
winning 
comedian 
and magi-
cian Chipper 
Lowell will 
bring plenty 
of mayhem 
and fun to 
The Clarion 
at Brazos-
port College 
on Friday, 
May 22. 
The Chipper 
Experience 
begins at 7:
30 p.m.

Lowell has been described as 
an “artistic cyclone of talent and 
comedy,” and he is known for 
witty remarks, presenting bizarre 
feats of original magic, ad-lib-
bing with audience members and 
attempting juggling stunts. In 
short, the Chipper Experience is 

Sour Mash Band free in LJ on Friday

Every Friday night is free concert night at the Lake Jackson Civic Center 
Veterans Memorial Plaza. Bring your own lawn chairs and catch the free 
shows from 7-10 p.m., including Sour Mash Band on May 15.

St. Mary’s Star of the Sea festival this weekend
St. Mary’s Star of the Sea Catho-

lic Church in Freeport will host 
its annual festival, barbecue and 
auction Saturday and Sunday, May 
16 - 17, at the Freeport Municipal 
Park, along the Old Brazos River.

On Saturday, enjoy the entertain-
ment, starting with DJ Sabor and 
the Ballet Folkerico Dancers. Then 
stay and dance to Dueto Fuego and 
Grupo Zueldo under the Pavilion 
from 7 p.m. – 1 a.m.

Sunday, Mass will start at 10 
a.m. at RiverPlace, followed by the 
festival, which will include Duke 
Gambino performing before the 
auctions, the auctions, the raffle, 

(Continued on Page 10)

Texas Gulf Coast Arts Festival is fast approaching
The Center for the Arts and Sci-

ences is pleased to announce that 
the first annual Texas Gulf Coast 
Arts Festival is right around the 
corner, May 16 and 17. 

The festival will have 
lots to offer, and there will 
be something for the entire 
family to enjoy. Proceeds 
from the festival will benefit 
The Center, a 501(C)3 non-
profit organization. Admis-
sion is $5, and children 12 
and under get in free.  

Marketing and Development 
Director, Patty Swords stated, “Our 
goal is to provide the community 
and visitors with a unique arts and 
cultural event. “

The sold-out Patron Preview 

Party will have “Christian and The 
Wiggs’” performing Friday night, 
May 15. Live entertainment will also 
take place on Saturday and Sunday. 
The band selections represent a 

variety of genres and cultures. 
Greg Essington will kick things 

off with Americana sounds on 
Saturday; followed by the spirited 
Texican group, “Caliente Twang;” 
then, “Ceol Leinn” from Fort Worth 
with entertain the crowd with stir-
ring traditional and historical Celtic 

music; the Jackson Avenue Band, 
a local favorite, will play Blues to 
Rock in the afternoon. Sunday “The 
Pretty Boys” will perform a variety 
of Polka, Saltwater and Western 

tunes. 
The festival will feature 

high-quality art selected 
by a jury. Artists are trav-
eling from near and far 
to attend, bringing their 
wood carvings, paint-
ings, sculptures, jewelry, 

photography, and more that will be 
on display for purchase. Festival 
hours are: Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
and Sunday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

“This is going to be a festival of 
the arts that everyone can enjoy,” 

Lots of  entertainment and family 
activities planned for this weekend 

all around our readership area

(Continued on Page 6)
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HELP WANTED
RED TOP

101 Circle Way, Lake Jackson. 
Now hiring, all positions. Apply 
in person

WHERE IS HE!? I’LL KILL HIM! A 99-year-old man in Italy divorced 
his 96-year-old wife after he found evidence that she had cheated on him: 
Love letters between her and her former flame - written 70 years earlier.

HEE HEE, LOOKS LIKE WE’LL GET AWAY WITH THIS: Three men 
robbed a worker who came to a small bar in Lockport., La., to fill the ATM 
machine with cash. They tased the guy and stole his car, which contained 
tens of thousands of dollars. Unfortunately for them, the vehicle also 
contained a tiny camera, and the resulting video showed them celebrat-
ing because they thought that they had pulled off the perfect crime.

IT MUST HAVE BEEN PIZZA NIGHT: A couple was arrested for steal-
ing 57 blocks of cheese from a Walmart in Chattanooga, Tenn.

SOUNDS TEMPTING, BUT NO: A man reported that “robot creatures” 
have been following him for the past 11 months in the San Jacinto Valley 
of California. He said that they usually came at night, but had also shown 
up during the day. He has asked that someone be sent to his home to 
investigate. He says that he doesn’t have a family, and would put the 
investigator up in his spare bedroom and provide food and coffee.

MISSING A SHOWER? PROBLEM SOLVED: A burglar broke into a 
home that was being renovated in Ashurst Wood, England, and stole the 
shower. He was arrested when he tried to sell it back to the builders.

IS THERE A MINSTREL SHOW IN TOWN? A man robbed a pizza 
parlor in Wisconsin, but, instead of wearing a mask, he covered his face 
with shoe polish to hide his identity. After he fled the scene, people called 
the cops because of his odd appearance.

WHERE’D ALL THESE COPS COME FROM? A man got drunk and 
crashed his car into the police station in Frodsham, England.

ALCOHOL CAN DO THAT: A man was denied entrance to a strip club 
in Cape Canaveral, Fla., because he had a beer in his hand. In response, 
he threatened to blow up the building, and said he would shoot and kill 
any deputies who tried to arrest him. They arrested him anyway.

SOME PEOPLE HAVE ALL THE FUN: A young couple went into 
the ladies room of a pub in Durham, England, took off their clothes and 
engaged in a round of courtship relations. They were so loud that other 
patrons called the cops, but they refused to stop even after the police 
arrived. They barricaded themselves into a stall until officers pepper 
sprayed them and dragged them into a patrol car.

SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED ... : A policeman, responding to a call 
of a break-in at a Houston Family Dollar Store, arrived just in time to see 
the burglar fall out of the ceiling and land at the officer’s feet.

BAMBI’S REVENGE: A 72-year-old hunter shot a deer with a cross-
bow in the forests of Fond du Lac, Wisc., but when he went to track it 
down, the animal leapt out of some brush and struck him in the leg with 
its head.

Investigators: Depressed Germanwings co-pilot tested descent and suicide plot on earlier flight
By Jessica Camille Aguirre
dpa (TNS)

PARIS — The co-pilot suspected 
of deliberately downing a German-
wings jet in March tested the con-
trols of the plane during an earlier 

flight the same morning, French 
investigators said Wednesday.

On March 24, co-pilot Andreas 
Lubitz is believed to have crashed 
flight 4U 9525 into the French Alps 
killing himself and 149 others on 

board. The plane was en route to 
Dusseldorf from Barcelona.

French aviation safety authority 
BEA said that on an earlier flight, 
Lubitz conducted seconds-long 
descent maneuvers.

The report said he brought the 
plane’s altitude down to 100 feet 
multiple times over a four-minute 
period before returning to normal 
altitude.

During those maneuvers, the 
captain was absent from the 
cockpit.

Much of the information in the 
BEA report, which reveals further 
details about the flight and Lubitz’s 

medical history, is based on the 
black box, consisting of the cockpit 
voice recorder and the flight data 
recorder found at the crash site.

Earlier, prosecutors in Germany 
said that Lubitz searched for 
suicide methods and cockpit-lock-
ing mechanisms on the Internet in 

the week before he locked himself 
alone in the cockpit and accelerated 
the aircraft into the mountainside.

A flight training school for 
Lufthansa, Germanwings’ parent 
company, also said earlier that it 
was aware Lubitz struggled with 
depression.

The Hamburglar is back from the ‘70s
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — McDonald’s has 
brought back the Hamburglar. Twit-
ter is not in love.

The famed ‘70s-era burger 
mascot has been reincarnated as a 
real person — this time as a subur-
ban dad in a new commercial for the 
Chicago-area burger chain’s new 
Sirloin Third Pound Burgers.

Within minutes of the reintroduc-
tion, with McDonald’s posting a new 
commercial on Twitter and a story 
on Mashable.com, social media was 

abuzz. An hour later, #hamburglar 
was a trending topic on Twitter.

Some say he looks like DJ Calvin 
Harris. Or the wrestler Repo Man. 
Several called him “hot.” Many have 
pointed out that he’s just creepy.

In an email, McDonald’s said 
the Hamburglar was last seen on 
national television in 2002 and has 
been “lying low” since then, until 
the release of the new Sirloin Third 
Pound Burgers. 

A spokeswoman brushed off 
the Twitterverse’s reaction: “I 
would caution from drawing any 
conclusions based upon a random 
sampling of tweets.”
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Did they escape or 
drown?

Q.  How did three convicts 
escape from the “inescapable” 
Alcatraz Island prison in 1962 using 
just a crude makeshift raft? Did they 
make it to shore?

A.  On the night of June 11, 1962, 
the three bank robbers “escaped 
from their cells through holes they 
had dug using sharpened spoons, 
then inflated a raft made from a 
patchwork of stolen raincoats and 
cast off into the night, never to 
be seen again,” reports Thomas 
Sumner in “Science News” maga-
zine.  According to researchers 
using computer simulation of the 
Bay, whether the convicts’ escape 
was successful depended on the 
time and tides:  If they cast off 
between 11 p.m. and midnight, they 
could have reached a beach just 
north of the Golden Gate Bridge, 
as the outgoing tide slackened; if, 
however, they set off before 11 pm, 
strong tidal currents could have 
swept them into the Pacific Ocean.  

“Resolving the mysterious disap-
pearance of the convicts wasn’t 
the team’s intention,” said coastal 
scientist Fedor Baart of Delft, Neth-
erlands.  Rather, they were studying 
how future sea level rise might 
affect industries on the banks of the 

Bay, enabling them to predict how 
rising sea level would affect coastal 
flooding during storms.

Beware of mental 
shortcuts

Q.  At your next party of brainiac 
friends, challenge them to be the 
first to answer:  A bat and a ball 
together cost $1.10, with the bat 
costing a dollar more than the ball.  
So what’s the cost of the ball?  
Quick now!

A.  Rare will be your group if the 
first response isn’t $.10, with the 
dime pushing the total to $1.10.  
Nice try, but think about it a minute:  
Is a dollar item $1.00 more than a 
$.10 item?  Think some more and 
you’ll get the correct answer, $.05 
for the ball and $1.05 for the bat, 
says Jonah Lehrer in the “New 
Yorker” magazine.

Now for a second puzzle:  “In 
a lake is a patch of lily pads that 
every day doubles in size.  If it takes 
48 days for the patch to cover the 
entire lake, how long would it take 
for the patch to cover half of the 
lake?”  Probably your first tack is 
to divide the 48 days by half and 
answer 24 days.  Actually, the cor-
rect solution is 47 days, since the 
48th final doubling will cover the 
lake’s other half.

Self tickling
Q.  What’s a funny thing about a 

good tickling?
A.  You can tickle others all you 

want (so long as they’ll put up with 
it) but not yourself, reports Dinsa 
Sachan in “Discover” magazine.  
Exactly why this is true is not 
known:  One theory is that the 
brain’s predictive powers regarding 
our own movements take away the 
surprise necessary for a good tickle; 
another is that “the brain simply 
dampens all sensory input during 
any movement, including tickling, to 
better react to new sensations.”

“It’s a serious question,” says 
psychologist George Van Doorn at 
Federation University in Australia, 
“since tickling gives us a clue as to 
how the brain processes sensa-
tions and can even teach us a bit 
about mental illness.  (People with 
schizophrenia, for instance, actually 
can tickle themselves for unknown 
reasons.)”

Spilling beer is harder 
than coffee

Q.  What’s one of those little 
things about beer that just may add 
to its luster?

A.  It’s one of those splash-proof 
drinks you can carry around rather 
freely without having to worry about 
spillage, says “New Scientist” maga-
zine.  Coffee spills more easily than 
beer, as do water, tea, soda or wine.  
When carrying drinks from the bar, 
Princeton University’s Alban Sauret 
noted that they rarely sloshed out of 
the glass, provided they weren’t full 
to the brim. 

In studying this, Sauret and col-
leagues mixed water with glycerol 
and surfactants and blew bubbles 
to create a stable foam, allowing 
them to control its thickness.  Then 
the team “jolted” containers holding 
various mixes and filmed the results:  
“It turns out just 0.3 centimeters of 
foam is enough to dampen much of 
the sloshing motion, and 3 centi-
meters stops it almost completely,” 
Sauret reported.

Though the study started as pub 
talk, it may have “useful applications 
in keeping hazardous fluids from 
spilling over.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Alvin Community College students were recognized for their academic 
excellence on April 28 during the President’s Tea at the Nolan Ryan Center.

ACC President Dr. Christal M. Albrecht recognized twelve students as 
Presidential Scholars for their academic accomplishments throughout the 
school year.

To be eligible for the Presidential Scholar distinction, students must have 
completed a minimum 45 semester hours and maintained at least a 3.9 GPA. 
Additional requirements include 18 of those credits must be core curriculum 
and 12 semester hours must be completed in the past calendar year. Recipi-
ents also have no record of any academic dishonesty or disciplinary charges.

The Presidential Scholars are: Nathan Booth-Cassy, of Friendswood; 
Caroline Bueltel, of Alvin; Vincent Diaz, of Alvin; Christopher Given, of 
Houston; George Gonzalez, of Alvin; Melissa Holesovsky, of Danbury; Olivia 
Martinez, of Alvin; Kasey Miller, of Friendswood; Edward Morales-Webster, 
of Alvin; Ebunoluwa Ojeniyi, of Pearland; Kirstie Vicknair, of Alvin; and Ina 
Zyfi of Manvel.

The Presidential Scholars who attended the Tea are, from left: Ina Zyfi, 
Caroline Bueltel, ACC President Dr. Christal M. Albrecht and Nathan 
Booth-Cassy.

ACC students honored at President’s Tea

Alvin Community College 
recognized several students for 
academic excellence during the 
Award Day ceremony on April 27.

Among the winners included 
Courtney Daniels, of Alvin, who 
was awarded the President’s 
Award.

While attending ACC, Daniels 
has excelled in the Associate 
Degree Nursing program while 
working two or three jobs to sup-
port her four children. The former 
U.S. Marine lance corporal also is 
active on campus volunteering with 
the Student Veterans Organization. 

She is set to graduate in May.
Shemilore Oguntoye, of Alvin, 

received the Dean’s Scholarship 
for $350. Oguntoye is a native 
of Nigeria and is attending ACC 
to obtain an Associate Degree in 
Process Technology.

Many other students also were 
honored and given scholarships 
during the ceremony. The scholar-
ships were awarded by several ACC 
departments and civic organiza-
tions, including the Alvin Noon Lions 
Club, Alvin Kiwanis Club, American 
Association of University Women 
and Soroptimist International.

Alvin College students receive awards Apple Watches and wrist tattoos not meshing well
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The newly released Apple Watch 
may be problematic for people 
with dark tattoos on their wrist, 
the company acknowledged after 
complaints from customers.

“Permanent or temporary 
changes to your skin, such as some 
tattoos, can also impact heart rate 
sensor performance. The ink, pat-
tern, and saturation of some tattoos 
can block light from the sensor, 
making it difficult to get reliable 
readings,” according to the official 
Apple Watch support page.

The issue comes down to light.

The Apple Watch’s green light 
sensor that tracks the wearer’s 
heartbeat needs to be bounced 
off blood flow for measurement, 
said Steven LeBoeuf, president of 
Valencell, which develops biometric 
sensor technology — though not 
specifically for the Apple Watch.

“The key to obtaining accurate 
biometric data in the wrist lies in the 

sensor’s ability to measure pulsatile 
blood flow in blood vessels less 
than 1 to 2 millimeters from the sur-
face of the skin, while also rejecting 
noise,” he said.

Green light is considered safer 
because it does not penetrate deep 
into the skin. ” LeBoeuf said. The 
green light, while less harsh, is 
easily absorbed by the dark ink.
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an odd brand of infectiously amusing 
mayhem that audiences will love.

His show has performed around 
the world at performing arts centers, 
theaters, cruise ships and casino 
showrooms. Along the way, Lowell 
has entertained audiences through-
out the United States, as well as 
Canada, England, Australia, New 
Zealand, Malaysia and Mexico.

Lowell has appeared on numer-
ous television programs, including 

“The Tonight Show,” “America’s 
Funniest People” and “Masters of 
Illusion,” among others.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 
for seniors and $5 for students and 
children.

For more information, or to 
purchase tickets, call The Clarion 
box office at (979) 230-3156, or visit 
clarion.brazosport.edu. To learn 
more about the Chipper Experience, 
visit www.chipperlowellexperience
.com.

(Continued from Page 1)

Chipper Lowell brings his magic, comedy to Clarion

BC LVN program accepting applications
 Brazosport College’s Licensed Vocational Nursing (LVN) program is 

currently accepting applications for the 2016 program that begins in Janu-
ary. Applications will be accepted through July 30 and can be found at 
www.brazosport.edu/lvn.

A Licensed Vocational Nurse cares for ill, injured or convalescing 
patients, or persons with disabilities in hospitals, nursing homes, clinics, 
private homes, group homes and similar institutions. An LVN may work 
under the supervision of a registered nurse and licensing is required.

The vocational nursing program is 11 months, beginning the spring 
semester every year and ending the second week of November.

Selection for the LVN program is made by a committee of Brazosport 
College faculty and staff and is based on the completed application, tran-
scripts, references, work history, placement test results (TEAS) of qualified 
applicants and successful completion of prerequisites.

Classes are typically 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Monday through Thursdays, 
utilizing some Fridays and evening shifts.

Classes are held at Brazosport College. Clinical assignments are mostly 
at local facilities, periodically using other facilities around the greater 
Houston area.

For more information, call (979) 230-3424 or visit www.brazosport.edu/
lvn

Astronomers nail down distance to the earliest galaxy yet
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

A team of astronomers peering 
deep into the heavens has discov-
ered the earliest, most distant galaxy 
yet, spotted a record-breaking 670 
million years from the big bang.

The findings, described in Astro-
physical Journal Letters, reveal a 
surprisingly active, bright galaxy 
near the very dawn of the cosmos 
that could shed light on what the 
universe, now 13.8 billion years old, 
was really like in its young, formative 
years.

“We’re actually looking back 
through 95 percent of all time to 
see this galaxy,” said study coau-
thor Garth Illingworth, an astrono-
mer at the University of California, 
Santa Cruz. “It’s really a galaxy in 
its infancy ... when the universe 
was in its infancy.”

Capturing an image from a far-off 
light source is like looking back 
in time. When we look at the sun, 
we’re seeing a snapshot of what it 
looked like eight minutes ago. The 
same principle applies for the light 
coming from the galaxy known as 

EGS-zs8-1, except our snapshot 
of this distant galaxy is extremely 
vintage — roughly 13.1 billion years 
old.

EGS-zs8-1 is so far away that 
the light coming from it is exceed-
ingly faint. And yet, compared with 
other distant galaxies, it’s surpris-
ingly active and bright, forming 
stars at roughly 80 times the rate 
the Milky Way does today. This 
precocious little galaxy has built up 
about 8 billion suns’ worth of mass, 
more than 15 percent of the mass 
of the Milky Way, even though, as 
it appears to astronomers, it has 
been around for a mere fraction of 
the Milky Way’s more than 13 billion 
years in business.

Early galaxies—such as EGS-
zs8-1 — are “probably the source 
of ultraviolet radiation that ionized 
the whole universe,” Illingworth 
said.
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about 72 hours. In the wild, their 
life cycle is significantly shorter. So 
don’t feel too badly about running 
into a few of them with your car. 
You probably haven’t cut into their 
natural lifespan all that much.

But try not to hit them them when 
they are coupled together, if you 
know what I mean. They’re doing 
something that is, to them, very 
important.

Just let them finish. Be patient, 
though, because they seem to 
be doing it for a long time. Oops. 
sorry. Hope it was good before the 
splatter.

There are too many of them to 
save each couple. But don’t worry, 
because for every one that suc-
cumbs to your vehicle’s windshields 
or grill, there will be hundreds 
more. Before she dies, the female 
lays about  100 to 350 eggs 
underneath debris and decaying 
vegetation.

Mom love bug doesn’t take any 
chances about being able to pass 
on her genes to a few hundred off-
springs. And then she dies, about 
20 hours before dad love bug.

It’s a shame that these little flies 
spend 20 days being born, only to 
die in a few hours.

But what do we care? Look at 
that windshield. There are love 
bugs all over it.

The first love bugs were spotted 

in Louisiana in the 1920s, probably 
by someone who noticed a new 
form of smudges on his windshield. 
Since then, they have spread to all 
the Gulf Coast states. 

Love bug outbreak months are 
April-May and August-September. 
The current one has been quite a 
nuisance, if I say so myself (which 
I just did).

O.K., I’ll just walk to the gym. It’s 
a nice day. But as I make my way 
down the street, I am surrounded 
by love bugs. These ones have all 
paired up. They do that very early, 
almost right after the female gives 
some signs that she has been 
born. Then the males swoop down 
and look for the heaviest one.

Yes, they don’t like the skinny 
girl love bugs, because those have 
a less of a chance of reproducing. 
When they see one that signals 
love at first sight, about 10 of the 
males descend on her, and the 
strongest gets the grand prize. 
That’s how love bugs become love 
bugs.

So, by the time they swarm all 
around us, the male already had to 
show his macho to be able to claim 
his mate and fly into the sunset, if 
only for a few hours.

I’m walking, and these things 
keep bumping into me. Hey, watch 
where you are flying. Oh, yeah, I 
forgot. You two are a little pre-
occupied right now.

(Continued from Page 1)

How love bugs become love bugs

said The Center’s new Executive 
Director, Wesley Copeland. “Kids’ 
art projects, art demonstrations, 
great music and food...what better 
way to get outside and have fun?”

Along with a wide range of music, 
the festival will offer a variety of 
options for food. Food trucks of 
all varieties will be cooking up an 

assortment of delicious options for 
festival-goers. 

Owned and operated by the 
Brazosport Fine Arts Council, The 
Center for the Arts & Sciences is 
a 45,000 square foot cultural and 
educational complex. As the admin-
istrative umbrella, the organization 
has the responsibility of providing 
performance and exhibit space, as 

well as marketing and ticket sales, 
for its permanent residents and 
partner groups. 

The Center is the cultural, edu-
cational, and artistic home for an 
entire community of approximately 
320,000 people. Additionally, it is 
considered a prime destination for 
tourists from around the U.S. and 
abroad.   

(Continued from Page 1)

Texas Gulf Coast Arts Festival is fast approaching

Researchers think that gold-plated, electrified onion cells may make great artificial muscles
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

You can use an onion to flavor 
your stir fry, keep an avocado from 
turning brown, and make you cry 
when you aren’t sad. Now, accord-
ing to a new study, you can also use 
it to make an artificial muscle.

To be clear, no one is talking 
about a fist-sized onion pumping 

away like a heart. The first onion 
muscle prototypes are very small 
— just a few onion cells long. They 
were created from the thin, translu-
cent layer of epidermal cells that lie 
just below the dry outer skin of the 
average store-bought onion.

But it turns out that if you 
freeze-dry these cells, coat them in 
gold, and then hook them up to an 

electric current, they will contract 
or elongate depending on how 
much voltage you use. As the cells 
contract or elongate, they cause the 
entire length of cells to bend.

“Overall, the cells contract and 
bend like human muscle,” said 
lead researcher Wen-Pin Shih of 
National Taiwan University.

According to the study, this is an 

engineering first.
The authors define an artifi-

cial muscle as one that bends in 
response to an external stimulation. 
Prior to this study, researchers had 
tried to make artificial muscles with 
various types of polymers that could 
contract or expand, but none that 
could also bend at the same time.

The polymers were expensive 
to make, and they weren’t working 
so well anyway, so the researchers 
decided to experiment with more 
easily accessible, and significantly 
cheaper biomaterials.

“When we were in elementary 
school, we studied plant cell 
structure by observing onion cells 
under the microscope,” Shih said. 
“So, when we recently searched for 
plant cells to replace our engineered 

artificial muscles, we thought about 
onion cells again.”

The cells in the thin epidermis 
of an onion are already handily 
arranged in a single layer. To collect 
them for this work, the researchers 
used a pair of tweezers to remove 
the thin “skin” from a fresh, peeled 
onion and then washed it in water.

Next the researchers freeze-dried 
the cells for 24 hours to remove 
water from the interior of the cell. To 
make the cells able to respond to an 
electric current, they were coated 
with gold.

The researchers found that when 
an electrical current between 0 and 
50 volts was applied to the onion 
cell muscle, it causes the top part of 
the cells to elongate, in turn making 
the whole muscle bend downward. 
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Scientists make surprising discovery about pop music’s evolutionary history and rap in the 90s
By Eryn Brown
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Forget the Beach Boys, Michael 
Jackson and Madonna. The most 
important cultural shift in American 
pop music began with the explosion 

of rap in the early 1990s.
The Beatles and the Rolling 

Stones didn’t spark the British Inva-
sion of the 1960s, but they did fan 
its flames.

And don’t buy snobs’ complaints 

about the homogenization of pop. 
With the exception of a brief period 
in the 1980s, there’s been plenty of 
diversity in the charts.

These are the conclusions of 
engineers and biologists who 
analyzed 17,000 digitized songs 
from Billboard’s Hot 100 to produce 
an evolutionary history of Ameri-
can popular music — no listening 
required. Their results were pub-
lished in the journal Royal Society 
Open Science.

The team used computers to 
assess and organize songs into 
aural styles, much as paleon-
tologists pore over fossils to put 

creatures in their rightful place on 
the tree of life, said Armand Leroi, 
an evolutionary biologist at Impe-
rial College London who helped 
oversee the research.

With digitization, “culture can 
— and should — be studied scientif-
ically,” Leroi said. Evolutionary biol-
ogy, with its focus on diversity, offers 
a perfect pathway into a quantitative 
study of the arts, he said.

Once they had everything 
organized, Leroi said, the research-
ers could start asking interesting 
questions about the songs. Like 
evolutionary biologists charting the 
differences among species, they 

wondered about diversity in pop 
music: Do multiple styles coexist on 
the charts, or has music homog-
enized?

Music fans often lament that the 
great, diverse music of their youth 
has been reduced to “kiddie pap” by 
corporations and the likes of “Ameri-
can Idol” producers, Leroi said. 
However, the team’s data suggest 
that diversity actually has persisted 
over time — except over one stretch 
around 1986, when everyone went 
nuts for synthesizers and drum 
machines.

“Everything sounds like Duran 
Duran for a while,” he said.
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Brazosport College’s 2015 Distinguished Students were recognized 
recently during a ceremony at The Clarion at Brazosport College. Selec-
tions were based on academic performance, good citizenship qualities, 
participation and leadership in campus state and national organizations, and 
faculty/staff feedback. The Distinguished Students for 2015 were Andrea 
Aguirre, Rosalea Beasley, Derrick Calzada, Rebekah Castaneda, Gabriella 
Cuevas, Nathan Dowlen, Kristen Hebert, Leslie Kluttz, Leanne LaFerney, 
Sadie Lewis, Jordan McIntyre, Jessica Milligan, Juliana Moore, Allison 
O’Brien, Wade O’Bryan, Theresa Russell, Jacob Schumacher, Dominique 
Scott, Maranda Spurlock and Sydney Travis.  

Brazosport College honors 2015 
distinguished students

Moms made out pretty good this year
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

If you’shelled out a little extra to 
celebrate Mom this year, you’re not 
alone.

According to a survey by the 
National Retail Federation, Ameri-
cans spent an average of $172.63 
on Mother’s Day gifts this year, the 
highest amount in the survey’s 12-
year history.

This year’s spending average 
beat last year’s numbers by about 
$10. Total spending for the holiday 
this year reached $21.2 billion.

Since much of holiday spending 
is discretionary, the survey results 
could be a sign of rising confidence 

of consumers in their financial sta-
bility, said Kathy Grannis, spokes-
woman for the National Retail 
Federation.

“It’s a lot easier for people to 
spend on gifts if they feel comfort-
able about their finances,” she said.

First-time applications for unem-
ployment benefits in late April were 
at their lowest level in 15 years, 
according to the Labor Department’s 
weekly report. And consumer 
spending increased in March.

Eighty percent of shoppers said 
they bought their mother a card and 
67.2 percent said they gave her 
flowers. 
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children’s games, entertainment, 
cake booth, the sale of delicious 
pastries from the Sweet Shop, and 
‘home grown’ plants to beautify your 
home or business.

 Raffle items will include:
$1500 Visa Card, $750 Visa 

Card, $500 Visa Card, $450 Visa 
Card, Kindle Fire,

$300 Visa Card, 2 - $250 Visa 
Cards, 2 - $150 Visa Cards, 2 
- $100 Visa Cards and a $100 
Academy Card.

Barbecue will be served begin-
ning at 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. for a 
donation of $10 a plate. This year’s 
auction runs from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
with lots of exciting items.

Proceeds are used to operate 
religious programs.

To purchase raffle tickets and 
for additional information, call St. 
Mary’s at (979) 233-5271.

Join the fun at 
St. Mary’s Star of 
the Sea festival

(Continued from Page 1)

After building Motown, what’s in store next for Berry Gordy as he charts his musical trajectory?
By Mike Boehm
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Motown Records didn’t release 
every indelible pop-soul hit from the 
‘60s and ‘70s, although sometimes 
that’s how it seemed. The Drift-
ers’ “On Broadway,” for example, 
was one that got away, to Atlantic. 
Berry Gordy, the Detroit auto plant 
worker, onetime aspiring prize 
fighter and failed jazz record shop 
proprietor who built Motown, waited 
until he was in his 80s to score a 
Broadway hit. “Motown the Musi-
cal” ran nearly two years in New 
York before closing in January.

Now the touring production has 
come to Los Angeles, where it’s at 
the Pantages Theatre through June 
7. Settling into an overstuffed chair 
in a den hung with memorabilia in 
his Bel Air home, Gordy connected 
some of the dots between the hit 

factory and the stage musical.
— Did you pay much attention to 

musical theater in your early days 
in Detroit?

Growing up, I think we all loved 
Broadway. I told many of my artists 
that I wanted them to be able to do 
singing, dancing, movies, televi-
sion and Broadway. There were no 
limits.

— In 2006, it was announced 
that “Ain’t No Mountain High 
Enough,” a musical you were writ-
ing with a score of Motown music, 
would be opening at the Ahmanson 
Theatre in L.A. But it was quickly 
withdrawn and replaced by “Jersey 
Boys.”

It was a fictional story set in a 
high school, mainly about a 15-
year-old girl living in today’s times 
with today’s problems and using 
Motown music. I was pretty heavy 

into that, trying to do something 
that’s meaningful for today’s 
teenagers and make it entertaining. 
Then David (Geffen) came along, 
and Doug (Morris).

— Geffen was a producer 
of the 1981 Broadway musical 
“Dreamgirls,” generally regarded 

as a rough version of the rise of 
the Supremes, and it was made 
into a 2006 movie co-produced by 
DreamWorks, the studio Geffen 
helped found. How did Geffen and 
Morris reach out to you?

David asked me what I thought 
about the movie, and I told him I 
did not like it. He was very upset 
about that. He made it plain and 
clear that he loved Motown and this 
was not based on me or my life, 
and he encouraged me to do my 
own show in a truthful way. Doug 
Morris said, “If you do a fictional 
play and don’t do your own story, 
you need to see a psychiatrist.”

— Did you have any say in the 
casting of the “Motown” Broadway 
and touring productions? And were 
you looking for actors who looked 
or sounded like Marvin Gaye, 
Diana Ross, Smokey Robinson, 

Stevie Wonder and other Motown 
stars?

Yes, I had the final say on 
everything because it was my 
vision. Charles (director Charles 
Randolph-Wright) knew things he 
was looking for that I would not 
have looked for. I looked for people 
who looked the part, but they had 
to have the talent, and more than 
that they had to have the feeling. 
You had people who looked more 
like (certain singers) than others 
but didn’t act as well or feel (the 
same).

— Some reviewers have com-
plained that the show tries to cram 
in bits of too many hits. They would 
have preferred fewer numbers, 
done more thoroughly.

It would have been extremely 
boring. They can go to a concert 
and hear songs straight through. 
We were trying to tell a story, a 
Broadway story, and the songs 
help tell the story. It was about a 
person that wanted to make other 
people shine, and by doing that he 
found out that he could shine more 
than he could have shined in any 
other way.
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“Last night I dreamed that instead 
of firing me, the boss deleted me 
in an e-mail.”

Students honored by Daughters of 
1812 - Micajah Fort Chapter

At the Texas Dow Academic Center, the U. S. Daughters of 1812 -
Micajah Fort Chapter - awarded two outstanding Jr. ROTC  students.  
These awards are given by  the National Defense Committee of the 
Daughters of 1812.  These students have demonstrated qualities of 
academic excellence, leadership, military discipline, dependability, 
patriotism and upright character in speech and habits, which 
exemplify the ideals upon which our Nation was founded. Pictured 
left to right are: recipient Jewel Brink, Colonel Baker, Tissie Schwebel, 
and recipient Alexandria Zavala.

Healthful eating is smart way to sustain brain power
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

It’s official, no matter where you 
live: Healthful eating is among the 
best ways to protect your aging 
brain against slippage. Conversely, 
a diet that skimps on fruits, veg-
etables, whole grains, nuts and fish 
and includes lots of fried foods, red 
meat and alcohol is highly likely to 
pave a road to cognitive ruin.

That’s especially true if you 
already have some risks for 
developing cardiovascular disease, 
including hypertension, worrisome 
cholesterol levels or diabetes.

So says a new study that for 
slightly more than five years tracked 
the diets and mental states of 
27,860 people, age 55 and over, 
in 40 middle- and high-income 

countries.
On average, 16.8 percent of the 

men and women followed were 
found to have lost some cognitive 
horsepower in the study’s five-year 
span. But that average obscures a 
clear pattern: Those whose diets 
were most healthful were least likely 
to experience cognitive decline, and 
those with the least healthful diets 

were most likely.
How significant was the effect? 

Compared to participants who 
reported eating diets that were 
least healthful, the most healthful 
eaters were 24 percent less likely to 
have experienced cognitive decline 
— problems of memory, attention 
and reasoning ability — over a 
roughly five-year period.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1946, the first packages from the 
relief agency CARE arrived in 
France. In 1949, Israel was admit-
ted to the United Nations as the 
world body’s 59th member.

May 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1908, “wireless radio broadcast-
ing” was patented by Nathan B. 
Stubblefield. In 1932, the body of 
the kidnapped son of Charles and 
Anne Lindbergh was found in a 
wooded area of Hopewell, N.J. 

May 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1110, Crusaders marched into 
Beirut, causing a bloodbath. In 
1959, the Diners Club issued its 
first credit cards.

May 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1948, the independent nation 
of Israel was proclaimed in Tel 
Aviv as British rule in Palestine 
came to an end. In 1998, the 
last episode of Seinfeld aired on 
NBC-TV.

May 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1602, Cape Cod was discovered 
by English navigator Bartholomew 

Gosnold. In 1911, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ordered the dis-
solution of Standard Oil Co., ruling 
it was in violation of the Sherman 
Antitrust Act.

May 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1770, Marie Antoinette, age 14, 
married the future King Louis 
XVI of France, who was 15. In 
1868, the Senate failed by one 
vote to convict President Andrew 
Johnson on the first of 11 articles 
of impeachment against him.

May 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1954, the U.S. Supreme Court 
issued its landmark Brown vs. 
Board of Education of Topeka 
ruling, which held that racially seg-
regated public schools were inher-
ently unequal. In 1938, Congress 
approved the Vinson Naval Act, 
which funded a two-ocean navy.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1970, the 
Beatles released “Let It Be,” their 
last original album, in the United 
States.

This week’s question: In 1868, 
who was nominated at the Repub-
lican National Convention to run 
for president of the United States?

Wife of Navy Seal Chris Kyle tells her story in book on life and coping with devastating loss
By David Martindale
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)

Taya Kyle is ready to tell the rest 
of the story.

The North Texas-based widow 
of Chris Kyle, the Navy SEAL who 
became a household name because 
of the book and movie, “American 
Sniper,” is sharing her memories of 
life with and without her husband of 
10 years.

“American Wife: A Memoir of 
Love, War, Faith and Renewal,” 
published by William Morrow, was 
written with Jim DeFelice, who 
co-authored Chris Kyle’s “American 
Sniper” autobiography, which was 
a 2012 bestseller and inspired the 
blockbuster 2014 movie starring 
Bradley Cooper and Sienna Miller.

After Chris Kyle and his friend 
Chad Littlefield were murdered at an 
Erath County gun range in February 
2013, Taya went through a difficult 

grieving and healing process that is 
still ongoing. 

She ultimately felt compelled to 
write her story of life with Chris.

While he was widely known 
as the most lethal sniper in U.S. 
military history, with 160 confirmed 
kills, Taya experienced “so many 
more layers to him” beyond that of 
celebrated soldier, she says.

Another powerful motivation to 
write “American Wife” was Taya’s 
hope that the book might comfort 
others like her who are coping with 
devastating loss.

We chatted with Taya Kyle, a 
Midlothian resident, last week about 
the book, which is almost certain to 
become a bestseller in its own right.

Q: You write that, when asked 
if working on his memoirs helped 
heal him after his haunting Iraq 
War experiences, Chris would say 
no. You reveal that, if anything, 

it “reopened old wounds, maybe 
including some Chris didn’t even 
realize he had.” But did your book 
help you heal?

A: I agree with Chris that his book 
didn’t help at first. Writing it was 
hard. Only later, like every time we 
did a book signing, when people 
kept coming up and saying how 
much the book meant to them and 
how it helped them in some way, 
only then did it help him. Because 
he saw that people could be 
blessed by it.

For me, with this book, it was a 
little bit different. Yes, it was hard, 
but it also allowed me to put things 
down on paper. No longer would 
I have to try to remember every 
single detail of our lives together.

In that way, I could feel a weight 
lifting, knowing that now these 
memories can be preserved forever, 
not just for me but also for our kids.

Q: Do you think it’s necessary for 
someone to have read American 
Sniper and/or seen the movie to 
follow and enjoy American Wife?

A: I don’t think that’s neces-
sary, because there are aspects 
of our story that are universal. It’s 
everybody’s story in some way or 
another. It’s every veteran’s story. 
It’s every married couple’s story.

I think one of the main reasons 
Chris’ book connected with so many 
people is that it’s real and relatable. 
It’s not picture perfect. It hasn’t been 
airbrushed. It’s just raw.

I think that’s why people 
responded the way they did. The 
tagline with this book is “Love, Faith, 
War and Renewal.” In some form or 
fashion, we all have those compo-
nents in our lives.

Q: How important was it to you 
that you wrote the book with Jim 
DeFelice, someone who had had a 
productive working relationship with 
Chris?

A: It was hugely important. It was 
almost a deal breaker on whether I 

would do it or not. Because he knew 
Chris and me together. I felt like that 
was important to have somebody 
who already felt like family.

When you’re telling your life story, 
it’s essential to have somebody you 
trust. So to have him was vitally 
important while going through so 
many personal and painful and 
important moments in our lives.

Q: You write in the book about 
fame and how surreal it was when 
Chris became famous. Are you pre-
pared for how much more famous 
you probably will be as a result of 
this book?

A: If there’s one thing that this 
journey has taught me, it’s that 
we’re all still people at the end of the 
day. Some aspects of my life might 
change, but who I am, hopefully, will 
never change.

My friends are the same. My 
family is the same. Maybe I can use 
whatever celebrity status I have to 
do some good with it. Other than 
that, hopefully, it will never be any 
different for me.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   May 12, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 13

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

You can be confident in Christ, no 
matter what problems you face

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: I keep going to my doctor 
about my physical problems, 
but all he’ll tell me is that they’re 
probably caused by stress. 
But I’m afraid he’s overlooking 
something serious, like cancer. 
Pray I’ll find the answer to my 
problems. - Mrs. G.J.

A: If you’re sincerely convinced 
your physician isn’t taking you 
seriously, there’s nothing wrong 
with getting a second opinion from 
someone else you trust (perhaps at 
a major medical center or univer-
sity hospital).

But have you honestly consid-
ered the possibility that your doctor 
may be right, and your symptoms 
may be caused by stress? I’m not 
a doctor, of course, but I do know 
that stress can lead to a number of 
physical problems and symptoms. 
Our bodies and our minds are 
closely linked to each other; when 

something goes wrong with our 
minds it may affect our bodies also. 
(The opposite is true, too; when 
we’re sick, it almost always affects 
our outlook on life.) The Bible says, 
“A cheerful heart is good medicine, 
but a crushed spirit dries up the 
bones” (Proverbs 17:22).

How can you deal with stress? 
First, identify it - not only that it’s 
part of your life, but also what may 
be causing it. Then ask God to help 
you accept the things that may be 
worrying you and not fight against 
them or let them grow in your mind.

Most of all, learn to turn them 
over to God. God loves you, and 
He can be trusted with every detail 
of our lives, including the things we 
can’t control. Put your confidence 
in Christ, no matter what problems 
you face. Then you will be able to 
say with the Apostle Paul, “I have 
learned the secret of being content 
in any and every situation” (Philip-
pians 4:12).Army Pvt. Robert J. 

Thibodeaux has graduated from 
basic combat training at Fort Jack-
son, Columbia, S.C. Thibodeaux 
is the son of Mary Mitchell of Lake 
Jackson, and grandson of Mary 
Gardner of Carrollton, and Cindy 
Mitchell of Baytown. He is a 2010 
graduate of Brazoswood High 
School.

Army Pvt. Ashley M. Govella 
has graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Colum-
bia, S.C. Govella is the daughter 
of George and Sherry Govella of 
Pearland. She is a 2007 graduate of 
Alvin High School.

Army Pvt. Kory J. Watson Sr. 
has graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, 
S.C. Watson is the son of Kelli 
Wiechman of Pearland, and grand-
son of Bennetta Foster of Conroe. 
He is a 2014 graduate of Pearland 
High School.

News of area men and 
women in the military

April through October is snakebite season as kids and adults often don’t use good judgment 
By David Fleshler
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

Among the mixed blessings 
of the warmer weather — higher 
electric bills, the departure of the 
snowbirds — add the opening of 
snake bite season.

From April to October, rattle-
snakes, water moccasins and other 
venomous snakes become more 
active, raising the risk of unpleas-
ant encounters with human beings.

But don’t blame the snakes.
Human error — or stupidity, 

foolhardiness or drunkenness 
— plays a role in the majority of 
bites, officials say.

“Kids pick them up and bring 
them home to mom,” said Lt. Scott 
Mullin, of the Venom Response 
Team. “I’ve had two moms get bit 
in that scenario. People goofing 
around and picking it up instead of 
leaving it alone. Or they know what 
it is and try to kill it and get bitten. 
They try to kill it with a shovel or 
machete. Rarely do we have an 
accidental bite.”

One six-year-old boy in Kendall 
picked up a coral snake and carried 
it around for three hours without 
getting bitten, until he finally truly 
tried the snake’s patience. “The 
only reason it bit him was he got 
bored and starting playing with it 
like a toy,” Mullin said. “Throwing it 
back and forth with a friend.”

Another case, for which the 
phrase human “error” may seem 
too polite, involved an 18-year-old 
man near Tampa who caught a 
water moccasin. He kept the four-
foot snake in a pillowcase under his 
bed and expressed his fondess for 
it with repeated kisses, according 
to WESH-TV in Tampa. 

Tired of his attentions, the snake 
finally “kissed” back, biting him 
on the face. He was hospitalized, 
and the state wildlife commission 
opened an investigation, since he 
didn’t have a permit for the snake.

Wendy Blair Stephan, health 
education coordinator for the 
Florida Poison Control Center 
— Miami, said South Florida’s ven-
omous snakes are not particularly 
aggressive.

“Many of the snakebite cases 
we see at the poison control 
center involve someone bitten 
when they grabbed, attacked or 

startled the snake,” she said. “One 
of our poison specialists noted in 
his experience, ‘When the bite is 
on the hand, alcohol is involved, 
and when it’s on the lower leg, the 
person stepped on the snake.’ ”

The antivenoms used today 

are highly effective as long as the 
person seeks care right away. 
There are no snakes native to 
Florida that kill in minutes. There 
is also no need for heroics like 
making a tourniquet or sucking out 
the wound. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Some arm bands
5 Work on the web
9 Grant access
14 Earthy hue
15 “That can’t be!”
16 Heat energy source?
17 On the roof of
18 __ accompli
19 Seeing red
20 Odd way to check for ore?

23 Dreyer’s partner in ice cream
24 Blooms with hips
25 Waimea Bay locale
27 Uncomfortable place to be in
30 Friendly response to a knock
33 Atty.’s group
34 Letter before mu
38 It may be a lot
39 Ô50s sitcom name
41 Pyle of Mayberry
42 Mumbai music

43 1939 Garland co-star
44 Without exception
46 Remove
47 AttachŽ’s place
49 Is inclined
51 Shows of support
52 Bit of a scrap
55 Dash no.
57 What you need when your car is 
stuck in the mud?
62 Muse for Millay
64 Culture medium
65 Scraped together, with “out”
66 Maker of the Mighty Dump
67 Pace
68 Texter’s button
69 Optional component
70 Some shooters, briefly
71 “Toodles!”

Down
1 One in the standings
2 Opening on Broadway
3 “__: Uprising”: Disney sci-fi series
4 A-one
5 Remote hiding places?
6 Introduce gradually, with “in”
7 DDE and JFK, e.g.
8 Words of denial
9 Pamplona pals
10 E, but not A, I, O or U
11 Summons from the cosmetician?
12 Contacted, in a way, briefly
13 Neat
21 Trade item?
22 Official with a seal
26 Winter coat
27 Serve from a pot
28 Steel girder
29 Fix potatoes the hard way?
30 Bean sprout?
31 Rye fungus
32 Some tides
35 “Open” autobiographer
36 Herb that protected Odysseus 
from Circe’s magic
37 Audi rival, and, when spoken as 
a command, a hint to this puzzle’s 
theme
40 “Dies __”
45 Move a little
48 South Pacific islander
50 Use money to make money
52 Majestic
53 Allegheny, as of 1979
54 “Darn!”
55 Self-referential prefix, in modern 
lingo
56 Impel
58 Tabloids, to some
59 Flat pack furniture seller
60 One seen in a store dish
61 Icelandic literary work
63 Ref’s ruling
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
SEA  BAY  LAKE  POND  COVE GULF  OCEAN  LAGOON
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SCOUR  GLOVE  IMPOSE  SUPERB
Answer: Helps geese cross the road -- GOOSE BUMPS

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): The 
bolder the better. While your partner 
may be hesitant about venturing 
into the unknown this week, you can 
offer security and assurance to pull 
him/her through. Showing a loved 
one that they can depend upon you 

will solidify your relationship.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Dress 

for success. Displaying your flair for 
fashion draws more attention than 
jeans and a sweatshirt. Maintaining 
a professional air will help things run 
more smoothly.GEMINI (May 21-
June 20): There’s no problem you 

can’t solve. You’ll be at your best 
when relying on your left-brain to 
do research, gather hard facts, and 
take on puzzles in the week ahead. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Get 
up and go while the going is good. 
Your high energy level will allow you 
to attack several tasks at once this 

week and still have room for more. 
Grab the golf clubs, take a walk in 
the park.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Stay on 
course. In the week ahead, you’d do 
well to stick with your original plans. 
By changing direction now, you risk 
accomplishing nothing. Running into 
an old acquaintance could give you 
a chance to slow down and pause 
to reminisce about the good old 
days.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Stick 
with facts and figures. You’ll be on 
top of your game when dealing with 
numbers and hard data this week, 
but not so much when it comes 
to thinking outside the box. Avoid 
making instinctive decisions unless 
you have the information to back 
them up.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Pay 
attention to detail. Even subtle 
changes could make a difference 
this week, whether you change your 
nail color or comb your hair differ-
ently. Sharing quality time with a 
special someone will leave you both 
feeling like VIPs.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Pinch those pennies. Late-week 
shopping expeditions will only be a 

success if the treasures you find are 
from the bargain basement. A desire 
for adventure could be satisfied by 
engaging in sports or physical activ-
ity this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Explore the unbeaten path. Spend 
time visiting new places or trying 
new things, even if it just means 
turning down a new road just to see 
where it leads. You need not leave 
the house to explore.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
A spoonful of sugar makes the 
medicine go down. Make an ardu-
ous task into an exciting project by 
engaging a partner to make a tough 
job more enjoyable. Success comes 
if you’re persistent as the week 
unfolds.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Knowledge is golden. Seek the 
sagely wisdom of someone with 
experience to help resolve a difficult 
situation. Being vague or secretive 
with loved ones could create friction 
or misunderstandings this week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Carve 
out your own little niche in the world. 
Others may not appreciate your 
whimsical approach in business 
venues. 

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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