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At Ryan’s Family Steakhouse Starting May 28
119 Highway 332 W, Lake Jackson

Residents who have been 
affected by the flooding of the 
Brazos River, Oyster Creek and 
other tributaries in Brazoria County 
have water wells that may have 
been inundated with floodwaters, 
causing possible contamination.  

Residents that have been 
affected by floodwaters recently 
may obtain testing materials from 
the Brazoria County Water Lab to 
have their water well tested. The 

Brazoria County Water Lab will 
waive the testing fee, and residents 
will not be charged for the testing of 
their well for contaminates.

Residents must provide their 
address, which must fall within the 
determined locations affected by 
the flooded areas within Brazoria 
County. Contact the Brazoria County 
Water Lab at (979) 864-1628 for 
instructions on proper collection 
of water samples and to obtain 

appropriate supplies. The Brazoria 
County Water Lab is located at 409 
East Orange, Angleton. Water from 
wells must be collected using a 
sample container provided by the 
Brazoria County Water Lab. Instruc-
tions will be provided from the lab.

Residents can report property 
damage caused by floodwaters to 
the Brazoria County Office of Emer-
gency at (979) 864-1201, or email 
caseya@brazoria-county.com

Brazoria County provides free water testing for flood victims

The 3-D Art Classes from Alvin 
ISD will be displaying their latest 
creations during the second annual 
Tea Pot Tournament, May 12-19, at 
the Alvin Library, where an opening 
reception and viewing will be held   
Thursday, May 12, from 4-6 p.m. 

The artists are students from 
Alvin ISD Junior and Senior High 
Schools. 

The students have worked on 
various projects throughout the 

year, experimenting with various 
mediums. This event was devel-
oped by Karin Stensrud to promote 

ceramics in the art curriculum. It will 
be a juried show. This is the second 
year for this show, which is planned 
to be an annual event.  

 The Alvin Library League will 
be serving tea-time refreshments 
during the show.  

It will also serve as a member-
ship drive for the League. The Alvin 
Library League works diligently to 
support the programming and activi-
ties of the Alvin Library.

Alvin Library hosts 2nd annual 3-D Tea Pot Tournament

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The temperature was in the 
lower 80s outside, and I was driv-
ing without air conditioning and 
with the windows half-way down.

Sure, it was a little warm, but 
still well within 
my comfort 
range. I like 
warm.

“Turn on the 
A/C. I’m burn-
ing up in here,” 
complained my 
unhappy pas-
senger.

“Why don’t we just enjoy the 
outdoors while we can? It won’t 
be long before we have to use the 
A/C all the time,” I suggested to 
my passenger.

But, the A/C got turned on in the 
car, and the windows were closed.

“What did people do before 
air conditioning was invented?” I 
asked. “People lived here before 
A/C, you know.”

“True,” came the response, 
“and they were very hot.”

Have you noticed that many 
people over-correct for the tem-
perature, because they can?

I know people who turn the 
thermostat down to 69 in hotel 
rooms, then sleep under the 
covers. But when it’s 69 outside, 
they complain that it’s too cold. 
Artificial cool is fine, though.

So how did people get along in 
the good old days, before Willis 
Carrier invented air conditioning?

It was an American invention, of 
course. 

On July 17, 1902, Willis Havi-
land Carrier designed the first 
modern air-conditioning system, 
launching an industry that would 
fundamentally improve the way 

RAMBLINGS

‘Dream Again’ Gala to raise funds for county’s needy
The Brazoria County Dream Center’s “Dream 

Again” Gala will help to fund the facility’s mission to 
Rebuild Hope, Renew Lives and Restore Dreams.

The event, set for May 24 at 7 p.m. at Dow 
Academic Center on College Drive, will feature a 
steak dinner, live jazz by Dallas musicians, The Joint 
Venture Band, and a silent and live auction and raffle.

Matthew Barnett, co-founder of the L.A. Dream 
Center, will be the guest speaker at the event. Mr. 
Barnett wrote a New York Times best-selling book, 
“The Cause Within You.”

Event tickets are $50 each and should be pur-
chased by May 23. Tickets can be reserved by email 
at terri@bcdreamcenter.org, or by calling (979) 
388-0280.

In addition to having a good time, area residents 

attending the gala will be helping the Dream Center in 
its efforts to provide food, clothing and other resources 
to Brazoria County families and individuals facing hard-
ships.

 The Center operates a food pantry, and Elaine’s Bou-
tique, which allows families to select donated clothing at 
no charge.

It also offers basic life skills classes, a Coats 4 Kids 
program, which gives school-aged children a coat or 
jacket, a new blanket and a haircut.

The Backpack Buddies provides backpacks through-
out the school year with food and snacks to needy 
children, based on school referrals. There’s also a 
Christmas program to fulfill holiday dreams.

The Brazoria County Dream Center is located at 796 
S. Highway 288-B in Clute, 77531. 

By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

The circle of life for America’s 
newspaper industry began over 
three centuries ago in the hands 
of men driven largely by political 
posturing and outsized egos. If, as 
many predict, the business is now 
in its waning stage, it appears des-
tined to wind up much as it began 
- as a tool, for better or worse, of 
wealthy individuals.

The most recent move was the 
purchase of Utah’s largest paper, 
The Salt Lake Tribune, by the 
Huntsman family. The players are 
Paul Huntsman, son of billionaire 
Jon Huntsman Sr., and Paul’s 
brother Jon Jr., the former governor 
and presidential candidate.

A few months earlier, Nevada’s 
largest paper, The Las Vegas 
Review-Journal, was scooped up 
by the right-wing billionaire Shel-
don Adelson.

This is happening during 
a period of consolidation and 
desperation among established 
publishers. The Tribune Company, 
for example, is entertaining a bid 
for properties including the Los 

There was 
life BAC, 

(before A/C)
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O.K., ‘OFFICER,’ LET’S SEE WHAT YOU GOT! A police officer 
spotted an open door at a social club in Bradford-on-Avon, England, at a 
time when the club is usually closed, so he stuck his head in to investi-
gate. He discovered that a woman’s 50th birthday party was in full swing, 
and the ladies “went wild with excitement” thinking he was the male 
dancer that they had hired for the occasion. He “beat a hasty retreat,” 
passing the real entertainer on his way out.

POOR CHOICE OF WORDS, YOUR HONOR, I SWEAR: A drug 
dealer got off easy when a judge in Burnley, England, let him go with a 
two-year suspended sentence. But, instead of being grateful, the guy 
went on Facebook to mock the female judge with an obscene message. 
She saw it and called him back to court for a “sentence review,” prompt-
ing a groveling apology by the defendant.

AT LEAST I THINK THEY WERE ALIENS: A retiree said he 
had been abducted by aliens in Kildimo, Ireland, and they flew him to the 
North Pole “in the blink of an eye,” and told him that the world will end in 
850 years. He admitted that he had been drinking at The Seven Sisters 
Pub at the time of his abduction.

SO, YOU LIKE HANDCUFFS? A couple, engaged in “kinky” horse-
play, had to call the police to their home in Fort Smith, Ark., to free the 
man from a pair of handcuffs after they lost the key. But the officer who 
removed the cuffs also did a routine check of the guy, and found out that 
there was a warrant out for his arrest. So the cop put his own handcuffs 
on him and took him away.

OH REALLY? I’M A COP, TOO:  A man was arrested for imperson-
ating a police officer after he flashed a badge and a handgun in an effort 
to get a free drink at a restaurant in Clarksville, Tenn. He was caught 
because the man in line in front of him was a real police detective. The 
impersonator is actually an insurance agent.

SO MUCH FOR A SMOKE SCREEN: A man tried to elude a police 
officer trying to pull him over for speeding in Pembrokeshire, Wales, by 
throwing up a “colossal” smokescreen from a makeshift smoke device 
he had installed in his car. But the officer simply followed the billowing 
plumes of smoke for about five miles until the guy pulled into a farmyard.

WHERE EVERY DAY IS BAD HAIR DAY: The last hairdresser 
left the remote Canadian town of Norman Wells on the edge of the 
Arctic Circle two years ago, forcing the 800 residents to cut each other’s 
hair. They do not like this, and have launched a recruitment drive to get 
another hairdresser, hopefully one from outside of town.

UNBREAKABLE: A man tried to break into a gas station in Mims, 
Fla., by smashing the glass door with a fire extinguisher. The door 
remained intact. So he tried the same thing on a side window. This 
window didn’t break either. So he left. Police are now studying the surveil-
lance video of him

The thirteenth annual River’s 
End Volunteer Fire Department 
BBQ Cook-off fund raiser originally 
scheduled for May 6–7, at 12070 
F.M. 2918, has been rescheduled to 
June 3-4, due to recent flooding. 

Some of the best cookers on the 
Gulf Coast will be there.

Everyone is invited to join in the 
full weekend of fun and good food 

for a good cause.  
Saturday, June 4, activities 

include a silent auction, the cook-off 
contest judging (starting at noon) 
and a barbeque sandwich, chips 
and drink lunch for $7, or Frito Pie 
or Nachos for $5 will be available 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. until gone. 

A silent auction will run all day, 
closing at 4:30 p.m. Bring your 

appetites – you won’t go home 
hungry!

There will also be a raffle draw-
ing for a 20’ aluminum flag pole 
with a 3’ x 5’ flag donated by Rick 
Gardner of 2J’s Cafe, a $400 
Walmart gift card, a custom piece 
of jewelry from Kenzie and Co., or 
a custom rod and reel donated by 
Darrell Powell.

Chances for the drawing will be 
available up until the drawing for a 
$5 each or 5 for $20.

Cook-off teams can still enter but 
their entry forms must be received 
before they start cooking.  

The entry fee is $35 per category 
entry (categories being brisket, 
ribs, chicken, beef fajitas and 
beans). 

Proceeds from the event go 
toward updating fire department 
equipment.

For entry forms and more infor-
mation, visit www.revfd.com or call 
Tracy Woodall at (979) 482-4626, 
David Woodall at (979) 482-7752 
or Gloria Powell at (979) 417-1505.

Flooding forces reset of R.E.V.F.D. BBQ Cook-off to June 3-4

          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Wine and 
Beer Retailer’s Permit (BG) and 
a food and beverage certificate 
(FB) By Noe’s Tex-Mex and 
Seafood Corporation Operating 
as  Noe’s Tex-Mex and Seafood   
to be located at 406 E 2ed Street, 
Sweeny, Brazoria County, Texas. 
Noe Onate Fernandez, President.  

Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)
MINNEAPOLIS — Twenty-four minutes after emergency responders 

got the 911 call reporting an “unresponsive adult male” at Prince’s Paisley 
Park studio complex on April 21, the rock star was pronounced dead, 
according to the incident report released recently.

The 911 call from Paisley Park was made at 9:43 a.m. on April 21, 
according to the report released by the Carver County Sheriff’s Office. 
Sheriff’s deputies and emergency personnel from the Chanhassen Fire 
Department arrived at the scene five minutes later and found an “unre-
sponsive adult male in the elevator.”

Emergency responders administered CPR, but were not able to revive 
Prince, who was pronounced dead at 10:07 a.m., the report said.

The cause of death was listed as “unknown.” Prince was 57.
Authorities have told the Minneapolis Star Tribune that they are investi-

gating the role of opioids in his death. Prescription pills were found on the 
scene, but sources said it was unclear whether they were prescribed to 
Prince.

Authorities have said that Prince was alone when he died and that 
neither foul play nor suicide is suspected.

Meanwhile, a Carver County judge sealed the search warrant in the 
investigation of Prince’s death.

The request was made by County Attorney Mark Metz. He stated in his 
request that the premature disclosure of the details contained in the war-
rant may compromise the law enforcement investigation.

Prince pronounced dead in 24 minutes 
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Parentese
Q. What language do most of us 

first learn as infants, on our way 
to becoming fully communicative 
adults?

A. It could be any of the world’s 
7000 languages, but most of us get 
a social start by learning “paren-
tese” from Mom and Dad, says 
early childhood learning specialist 
Patricia Kuhl in “Scientific American” 
magazine.  It’s exaggerated talk, 
you might say, using high pitch, 
slower tempo and exaggerated 
intonation. When given a choice of 
various audio clips, infants chose 
these over other recordings by 
women speaking to other adults. 
“The high-pitched tone seems to act 
as an acoustic hook for infants that 
captures and holds their attention.”

Though once criticized as coun-
terproductive, Kuhl’s studies have 
shown that parentese most likely 
helps infants commit these sounds 
to memory.  In fact, one year later 
“these infants had learned more 
than twice the number of words as 
those whose parents did not use the 
baby vernacular as frequently.”

As Kuhl emphasizes, “learning 
for the infant brain is not a passive 
process. Social interaction is an 

essential prerequisite for mastering 
a language.”

Inhaling, exhaling love     
Q. On a special day, you and your 

sweetheart must be apart. Sigh! 
What high-tech gadget might you 
use to keep her close to you? 

A. Just watching the rhythmic 
movements of your lover’s breath 
up and down and in and out can 
be a sort of romantic reassurance 
to you. “A high-tech photo frame 
billows its surface in time with the 
breaths of the person pictured, pick-
ing up their breathing pattern from 
a sensor-studded belt they wear,” 
reports “New Scientist” magazine.  
Developed by Jina Kim and col-
leagues at the Korean Advanced 
Institute of Science and Technol-
ogy in Daejeon, South Korea, 
this gadget has received positive 
feedback from eight couples who 
tried it. So in your absence, tell your 
sweetheart, “Every breath you take, 
I’ll be watching you.”

Palindrome contest
Q. Are you ready for the SymmyS 

achievement awards ceremony? 
To participate, what do you need to 
excel in? Clue: Check out the title of 
the ceremony.

A. Did you notice that SymmyS 
is a “palindrome,” or a word or sen-

tence that reads the same backward 
and forward, letter for letter, like “sex 
at noon taxes,” says Jeff Rubin in 
“Mental Floss” magazine. One palin-
drome competition drew 600 spec-
tators who signaled their approval 
or disdain by holding up signs that 
palindromically read “wow” or “huh.”  
And the “wow” winner: “Doc, note: 
I dissent. A fast never prevents a 
fatness. I diet on cod.”

Master palindromist Mark Saltveit 
has been editing “The Palindromist” 
magazine for about 15 years, noting 
that palindromes “go back to 300 
BCE in the Hellenistic era, when 
Sotakes the Obscene invented 
them in the shadow of the great 
Library of Alexandria”; and that the 
winner of an old 1929 newspaper 
competition was “pay on time, emit 
no yap.”  Also included are special 

palindrome puzzlers and “calculator 
words” created by numbers on an 
upside-down calculator.

On the international front, Saltveit 
is working on a palindrome book in 
Spanish with cartoonist Jon Agee, 
author of “Go Hang a Salami! I’m a 
Lasagna Hog!” An event in Barce-
lona is largely conducted in Catalan 

with some Spanish.  “I’d like to 
get more foreign languages in the 
magazine, but we just don’t get that 
many contributions.”

As Rubin notes, Saltveit runs a 
palindrome achievement awards 
ceremony called the SymmyS.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: I found out that my son entered incorrect information about 
my resources when he helped me complete my Application for Help 
with Medicare Prescription Drug Plan Costs. How can I get my appli-
cation changed now to show the correct amount?

A: You can call 1-800-772-1213 and let us know. Or you can visit 
your local Social Security office (find it by using our office locator at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/locator). Information on your application will be 
matched with data from other federal agencies. If there is a discrepancy 
that requires verification, we will contact you.

Chicago Tribune (TNS)
Can changing your diet reduce your risk of colorectal cancer?
Dr. Scott Strong, surgical director of Northwestern Medicine’s Digestive 

Health Center, said it certainly can’t hurt.
Some simple changes, such as increasing your fiber intake and reduc-

ing your consumption of red meat, might reduce your risk factor.
“We know without question that obesity is a risk factor for colon cancer,” 

Strong said.
Eating more fruits and vegetables and limiting processed meat can also 

decrease risk, he said. As can increasing calcium, folic acid and vitamin D.
Colorectal cancer includes cancer of the colon and rectum, and is the 

second leading cancer killer in the U.S., according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. And one in seven colorectal patients was 
younger than 50 years old, a January study in the journal Cancer showed.

“A large percent of the population still doesn’t undergo their screening 
colonoscopy, even though they’ve been told that they should have it done,” 
Strong said.

Early screening is encouraged. Early detection can greatly influence 
how effectively cancer can be treated or even prevented.

“What we’re trying to do is find the cancer at an early stage, where it’s 
more curable,” Strong said. “Not only are we looking for cancer, we’re 
preventing cancer.”

Making some changes in your diet 
could reduce risk of colon cancer Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

The United States Preventive 
Services Task Force published new 
aspirin guidelines for prevention of 
cardiovascular disease and colorec-
tal cancer. 

The guidelines recommend low-
dose aspirin for certain men and 
women with a high risk of cardiovas-
cular disease.

New low-dose aspirin guidelines focus on prevention
This is a change from previous 

guidelines in that the organization 
is tightening up the use of low-dose 
aspirin by limiting its use to high-
risk individuals between the ages 
of 50 to 69. The earlier guidelines 
released in 2009 included a broader 
population in the recommendations.

Mayo Clinic cardiologist Dr. 
Stephen Kopecky says daily aspirin 

therapy may lower your risk of heart 
attack in men and stroke in women, 
because it helps prevent blood from 
clotting. For example, if your arter-
ies are narrowed from atherosclero-
sis — the buildup of fatty deposits 
in your arteries — a fatty deposit in 
your vessel lining can burst. Then, 
a blood clot can quickly form and 
block the artery. 
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Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
Oftentimes, food items can expire 

in the refrigerator, or may get stuck 
in the far back corner, resulting in 
forgotten, potentially expired items. 
Sometimes, food spills and sticks 
cause refrigerators to look more like 
a science project than a storage 

place for food.
“First, throw away any food that 

may be questionable. Most canned 
items have an expiration date, but 
if there’s no expiration date, use 
your best judgment. When in doubt, 
throw it out,” says Amanda Leisen-
heimer, registered dietitian at Mayo 

Clinic Health System. “Cleaning 
your refrigerator is also a good 
time to throw away any enticing, 
unhealthy food, such as whipped 
cream, chocolate syrup, frosting, 
salted caramel ice cream topping, 
full-fat mayonnaise, Cheez Whiz 
or whatever your downfall to losing 
weight might be.”

Leisenheimer goes on to suggest 
removing all foods and items from 
your refrigerator and wiping the 
bottoms. She says to clean your 
refrigerator with warm dish soap 
and water, and then wipe it dry with 
a towel.

“This will prevent bacteria from 
growing in your refrigerator,” says 

Leisenheimer. “At this point, it’s also 
a good time to check the tempera-
ture and make sure your refrigerator 
is 40 degrees Fahrenheit or less.”

Use the fruit and vegetable bins 
for their intended food occupants 
— fruits and vegetables. Stock up 
on these items, and make them 
easy to grab and eat by washing 
and cutting them into snack-sized 
portions. Make snacking healthy by 
taking the effort out of the equation 
when your cravings hit.

“Consider the colors of your fruits 
and vegetables, which does matter,” 
adds Leisenheimer. “More intense 
color means more nutrients.”

When considering breads, 

choose whole grains to increase 
fiber. Opt for condiments like low-fat 
mayonnaise, yogurt, cheese and 
milk. Reduced-fat cheese or milk are 
good second choices. Leave room 
on the bottom shelf to properly thaw 
frozen meats. Use a plate under the 
meat to catch any possible liquids 
and avoid contaminating other 
foods.

“Thawing meat in the refrigerator 
can take time, so plan ahead,” says 
Leisenheimer. “Give yourself time to 
thaw out frozen foods depending on 
their size. Remember to thaw meat 
in the refrigerator rather than on the 
counter to avoid bacteria growth and 
foodborne illness.”

Spring into better health: Refrigerators need cleaning and management, or they can make you sick
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

We can trust God, but why are 
some prayers not answered?  

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why does God answer some prayers, but ignores others? I’m 
having a hard time with this, because I prayed and prayed for my 
wife’s healing from cancer, but it didn’t happen. How do you explain 
this? - L.R.

  A: I honestly don’t know why God answers some prayers exactly the 
way we want Him to, while others He answers with a definite “No” or “Not 
yet.” Some day we will understand this, but not in this life, at least not 
completely. As the Apostle Paul wrote, “Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I am fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12).

  But God is not capricious or undependable; He is sovereign and 
loving, and He knows what’s best for us, even if we can’t see it at the 
time. We also live in a world that’s been corrupted by sin, and is also 
under the evil influence of Satan and his servants. By His death and res-
urrection Jesus Christ broke Satan’s power, but death is still with us, and 
only at the end of time as we know it will Satan be completely bound.

  What should this mean for us? First, it means that we can trust God 
- trust Him with our lives right now, and trust Him for eternity. Is your faith 
and trust in Christ?

  But I hope it will also remind you that in reality your prayers were 
answered, because now your wife has been completely healed, and is 
free from all pain and weakness she experienced here. And some day 
you will be reunited, along with all of God’s family, in heaven. Jesus said, 
“The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever 
lives by believing in me, will never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:
25-26).

On April 30, the Brazoria Lions Club donated $10,000 to the Brazoria 
Community Library (in addition to the $5,000 garage sale money) for 
necessary library renovations. The Brazoria Community Library is one of 
the few libraries in the state not run by a city or county, and it is seeking 
an additional minimum of $2,000 from donors to complete the renova-
tions. Also, if the community would like to help out by painting or doing 
some of the other work on the renovations, please Contact Jo Conway 
at the library.   Shown in the picture is (L- R): Lion Scotty McCaskill (also 
on the library board of directors); and Jo Conway, Brazoria Community 
Library Branch Manager, accepting the check from Brazoria Lions Club 
President, Frank Petteway.

Brazoria Lions Club donates $10,000 
to Brazoria Community Library

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Conference, Resource Fair May 20
Following a successful April 

conference in Lake Jackson, the 
Brazoria County Alzheimer’s Aware-
ness Project (BCAAP) is back on 
the road with an Alzheimer’s Care-
giver Conference and Resource Fair 
in Alvin. 

“Education is the key to early 
detection of Alzheimer’s. That’s 
where our conferences come in,“ 
Dale Libby, BCAAP Coordinator 
said.

On May 20, BCAAP and Alvin 
Family Community Center will 
present an Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Conference and Resource Fair from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Alvin Family 
Community Center, 1031 W. Sealy 
St, Alvin. The event is free (lunch 
provided) and open to the public, 
but pre-registration is required by 
calling (979) 236-5393.

The keynote speaker for the con-
ference will be Dr. Leanne Burnett, 
M.D., Medical Director of Neurologi-
cal Services at Methodist Neurologi-
cal Associates in Nassau Bay. Dr. 
Burnett will present “Alzheimer’s: 
An Overview.” Also, Krista Bohn, 
Galveston Outreach Coordinator for 
the Houston and Southeast Texas 
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, will present “Taking Care 
of Yourself: Managing Caregiver 
Stress.”

“In addition to these two outstand-
ing speakers, we will have 20+ 
vendors and non-profits covering 
topics such as medications, funeral 
planning, assisted living, home 
healthcare, and many, many more,“ 
Libby added.

As an added bonus, the MEGA 
Brain (anatomically correct 18 foot 
inflatable brain), provided by Alvin 
First Presbyterian Church, will be 
set up in the gymnasium. Pastor 
Craig King said: “We are committed 
to helping with the work started and 
maintained by The Gathering Place 
founder Brenda Maust. Brenda’s 
research, determination, and 
persistence have helped enlighten 
the public so that we can face the 
challenges together, rather than run 
and hide.”

Lybby added: “Caring for 
someone with Alzheimer’s creates 

demands and opportunities of an 
entirely different order of magnitude.  
We hope that by raising awareness 
of Alzheimer’s in Brazoria County 
with our conferences, more people 
will take advantage of the services 
provided by the Gathering Place 

and BCAAP.” Libby concluded.
Sponsors of the Brazoria County 

Alzheimer’s Awareness Project are 
the Brazoria County Health Depart-
ment and the Gathering Place.  
For more information, call (979) 
236-5393.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

of life. It would be a while before 
his invention was ready for general 
consumption.

Carrier then decided to make a lot 
of money, and his company’s name, 
which was also his own, became a 
household name, and still is.

Here is how it happened, accord-
ing to the Carrier company’s own 
web page.

“Genius can strike anywhere. For 
Willis Carrier, it was a foggy Pitts-
burgh train platform in 1902. Carrier 
stared through the mist and realized 
that he could dry air by passing it 
through water to create fog. Doing 
so would make it possible to manu-
facture air with specific amounts 
of moisture in it. Within a year, he 
completed his invention to control 
humidity – the fundamental building 
block for modern air conditioning.”

But, there was life before Carrier 
in places of the country where it is 
usually very hot in the summer.

I recently toured some histori-
cal homes in Galveston that were 
built way before A/C. They were all 
built in ways to take advantage of 
nature’s own cooling features. Big 
windows were opened to let the air 

There was life before Carrier invented air conditioning
blow through the house. 

Near the ceiling, where the heat 
rises, air movement was created by 
placing small windows above doors 
to allow for cross-ventilation.

Our tour guide pointed to 
porches, where the residents some-
times slept on the hottest evenings.

The only problem I could find with 
this was that when it’s 95 degrees 
outside, the cross ventilating air also 
is 95 degrees, which doesn’t help all 
that much. But at least it’s not hotter 
than that. 

Before A/C. people went swim-
ming and took naps during the 
hottest part of the day. They stayed 
in the shade also and reduced 
their activities as the temperature 
increased. And, they probably 
complained about the heat, but after 
a while that got old, and they just 
talked about other things.

But who would choose a hot and 
humid city, such as Houston or 
Miami, to live in if they could live in, 
let’s say, New York or Boston, where 
the summers are shorter and not all 
that hot? 

Far fewer people than those 
who chose the cooler climate. All 
that changed, however, when the 

masses invested in air conditioning.
The South will rise again, right? 

Well, it started to rise in the 1960s, 
when A/C became affordable to 
the average family. It didn’t require 
another Civil War. Carrier did it with 
his invention.

As air conditioning became more 
affordable, the population began 
shifting, increasing in the “Sun 
Belt” and decreasing in the colder 
climates. In 1960, 31.2% of the 
U.S. population lived in the warmest 
states. By 2010, this share of the 
population rose to 43.4%.

It’s going to get hot again this 
summer, dear readers, but as we 
hop out of the air-conditioned car 
and into the air-conditioned home, 
or store, just remember that it used 
to be worse. The good old days 
were not really all that good.

My passenger stopped complain-
ing as the cool air filled the car. My 
nose was getting cold, but I didn’t 
complain. It’s just the way it is. 
Every invention has its side-effects, 
like over-correcting. Thank you, 
Willis Carrier for a great invention. 
Now how do I pry my frozen hands 
off this steering wheel? Just kidding. 
I’m wearing gloves.

(Continued from Page 1)
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Alvin Community College students were recognized for their academic 
excellence on April 26 during the President’s Tea at the Nolan Ryan Center.

ACC President Dr. Christal M. Albrecht recognized students as Presiden-
tial Scholars for their academic accomplishments throughout the school year.

To be eligible for the Presidential Scholar distinction, students must have 
completed a minimum 45 semester hours and maintained at least a 3.9 GPA. 
Additional requirements include 18 of those credits must be core curriculum, 
and 12 semester hours must be completed in the past calendar year. Recipi-
ents also have no record of any academic dishonesty or disciplinary charges.

The Presidential Scholars are: Hannah Dean, of Houston; Katie Henry, of 
Santa Fe; Donna Holley, of Alvin; Jennifer Lehnert, of Rosharon; Rachel Ray, 
of Brazoria and Katherine Reeves, of Lake Charles, Louisiana. Presidential 
Scholars not present at the event include: Christopher Beard, Catherine 
Brooks, Kirsten Carlson, Savanna Chatman, Matthew Fiedler, Stephanie 
Hicks, Michael Kaiser, Christian Miller, Paul Parker and Sally Wang.

The Presidential Scholars who attended the Tea are, from left: Jennifer Lehnert, of Rosharon; ACC President 
Dr. Christal M. Albrecht; Hannah Dean, of Houston; Katherine Reeves, of Lake Charles, Louisiana; Rachel Ray, 
of Brazoria; Donna Holley, of Alvin, and Katie Henry, of Santa Fe.

ACC Students honored at President’s Tea

Alvin college receives grant from TWC
Texas Workforce Commission Chairman Andres Alcantar delivered a $1.4 

million check to Alvin Community College to help fund workforce training 
during a ceremony on April 29.

The grant is from the Skills Development Fund and will train approximately 
600 employees working for INEOS and Team Industrial Services. The train-
ing includes courses in industrial safety, equipment repair/maintenance, plant 
processes and related technical applications of plant operations.

“Workers will be eligible for several nationally recognized certifications,” 
ACC President Dr. Christal M. Albrecht said. “It will help our local industry 
employers remain competitive.”

The Skills Development Fund is a state-funded, job-training program that 
provides training opportunities for Texas businesses while helping workers 
increase their skill levels and wages. The program works through collabora-
tion among businesses, public community and technical colleges, Workforce 
Development Boards and economic development partners.

State Rep. Ed Thompson, R-Pearland, said the Skills Development Fund 
is an excellent partnership of government and industry working together to 
benefit employees.

TWC Chair Andres Alcantar presents ACC with a $1.4 million check to 
fund workforce training. From left: Sam Scheiner, Human Resources 
Director for Ineos Olefins & Polymers USA; David King, INEOS Special 
Projects and Workforce Development Manager; Francis Labry, Director 
of Training/OS, Team Industrial Services; ACC President Dr. Christal M. 
Albrecht; Mr.. Alcantar; ACC regent ‘Bel Sanchez; ACC regent Doyle 
Swindell; State Sen. Larry Taylor; and State Rep. Ed Thompson.
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Angeles Times and Chicago Tribune from Gannett, owner of USA Today and 
dozens of dailies large and small.

But while some deals are among corporate giants, an intriguing number 
now center on men like Huntsman and Adelson, who share a fondness for 
newsprint to the point of being billionaire buffs.

They join the ranks of such rich and powerful men as Jeff Bezos, the 
Amazon chief who bought The Washington Post; John Henry, the Boston 
Red Sox owner who acquired The Boston Globe, and Glenn Taylor, majority 
owner of the Minnesota Timberwolves basketball team, who purchased the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune.

Each new owner pledged pretty much the same thing: the papers are 
returning to local control, no major changes are planned and, of course, 
news coverage will improve.

Beyond that, the underlying motives for making large investments in fading 
properties are unclear. Adelson would certainly benefit politically and eco-
nomically by crafting content in the Review-Journal to suit his many interests. 
Bezos, on the other hand, seems genuinely concerned with allowing the Post 
to maintain journalistic excellence - although it’s hardly a secret that Bezos 
is tinkering with marketing and advertising using elements of the Amazon 
model.

This is all reminiscent of the first two-and-a-half centuries of American 
newspapering, beginning in 1704 with the nation’s first successful paper, the 
Boston News-Letter. Not until the mid-1900s did individual and family control 
of a significant number of dailies give way to corporate chains. By the time 
newspapers reached a zenith of economic viability toward the end of the 
century, vast media conglomerates had become the dominant owners.

Then, as we know all too well, the bubble burst in a flurry of Internet activ-
ity. With circulations plunging and ad revenues evaporating, chain owners 
looked to shed properties.

Enter wealthy saviors and with them the question of which is the lesser 
evil for newspapers: callous corporate chains with excessive focus on the 
bottom line? Or, individuals with political agendas and an ownership fascina-
tion that might fade as quickly as it developed?

When a small group of investors purchased the venerable Berkshire Eagle 
in western Massachusetts recently, one of the principals, banker Robert G. 
Wilmers, explained, “I’ve not been involved with newspapers except as a 
newspaper addict. I read five papers a day.”

Like many of us, the guy clearly loves print. Unlike most, he has millions of 
dollars to spend on what might be just an exotic hobby.

Most of my colleagues who work at papers owned by cutthroat chains, 
such as Digital First Media - which off-loaded the Tribune in Utah and the 
Eagle in Massachusetts - are ready to embrace private individuals at the 
helm. They’ve suffered too long as jobs were outsourced and news coverage 
slashed.

Maybe the return to individual ownership won’t last long, if printed papers 
become too impractical, even for rich hobbyists. But for now, it’s a welcome 
trend.

Even worse than seeing any newspaper die is watching it slowly decay in 
the hands of greedy corporate owners.

Peter Funt is a writer and speaker. His book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” is 
available at Amazon.com and CandidCamera.com. © 2016 Peter Funt. 

(Continued from Page 1)

Struggling papers bought by mega rich
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ABIDE  TANGY  DAWNED  PRYING
Answer: What the pudgy diner did at the end of the buffet line -- GAINED “WAIT”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Forge your own des-
tiny and upgrade your reality. Be prepared to embrace 
opportunity this week. Even little things are like puzzle 
pieces that when put together create a whole picture.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Smoke the peace 
pipe. As this week unfolds you can offer apologies or 
reparations and they will be accepted. Take steps to 
repair relationships or revitalize business projects.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Grab the brass ring 
on the merry-go-round of life. Honesty and faithful-
ness can be expected from those who enter your life 
this week. Promises and plans put into motion will be 
fulfilled.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You are a natural 
nurturer and have the desire to help others. There 
are times, however, when you need expert advice. 
Financial assets may enjoy a period of growth in the 
week ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Implement a purposeful 
plan of action that runs smoothly. Start something of 
importance in the first part of the week while ambi-
tions and energies are spurred by on by good luck 
and optimism.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Make headway in the 
week ahead. Feel free to make promises and commit-
ments, as they will turn out as envisioned. Whatever 

is planted now, whether romantically or financially, will 
thrive.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A house is built after the 
foundation is laid. Don’t jump into action impetuously in 
the week ahead. Prepare for a new project or commitment 
by carefully looking at all the pros and cons.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Achieving financial 
success may require strategic maneuvering. In the week 
ahead remember that who you know is as important as 
what you know. Be sure new friends are trustworthy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Start new projects 
early in the week to ensure fairness and honesty. Your 
efforts will be rewarded with financial success. Your ability 
to create mutually beneficial bargains is at a peak.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Believe what you 
see and hear. Listen with your heart to the sprouting of a 
tiny seed of hope. The week ahead can be an excellent 
time to put your most important plans into motion.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take an active interest 
in your future security and much can be accomplished. In 
the upcoming week expect honesty and commitment from 
others and you will not be disappointed.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Your business expertise 
will come in handy during the week ahead. Use it to deal 
with career, finances, relationships, or any other personal 
matters. Standards are changing so plan wisely.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 9: ON THIS DATE in 1896, 
the first horseless carriage show 
in London featured 10 models. 
In 1980, 35 motorists plunged to 
their deaths off Florida’s Sunshine 
Skyway when a freighter rammed a 
support structure for the tall bridge 
over Tampa Bay, and a section of 
the span collapsed into the water.

May 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1869, a golden spike was driven at 
Promontory, Utah, marking comple-
tion of the first U.S. transcontinental 
railroad. In 1963, Decca Records 
signed the Rolling Stones to a 
recording contract on the advice of 
Beatle George Harrison.

May 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1946, the first packages from the 
relief agency CARE arrived in 
postwar France. In 1949, Israel was 
admitted to the United Nations as 
the world body’s 59th member.

May 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1908, “wireless radio broadcast-
ing” was patented by Nathan B. 
Stubblefield. In 1932, the body 
of the kidnapped son of Charles 
and Anne Lindbergh was found in 
a wooded area of Hopewell, N.J. 

His killer was found, convicted and 
executed.

May 13: ON THIS DATE 
in 1110, European Crusaders 
marched into Beirut, causing a 
bloodbath. In 1959, the Diners Club 
issued its first credit cards.

May 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1948, the independent nation of 
Israel was proclaimed in Tel Aviv 
as British rule in Palestine came to 
an end. In 1998, the last episode of 
“Seinfeld” aired on NBC-TV.

May 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1602, Cape Cod was discovered 

by English navigator Bartholomew 
Gosnold. In 1911, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ordered the dis-
solution of Standard Oil Co., ruling 
it was in violation of the Sherman 
Antitrust Act.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 330, Con-
stantinople (modern-day Istanbul) 
became capital of the Eastern 
Roman Empire.

This week’s question: In 
1992, Vice President Dan Quayle 
cited what television character as a 
poor example of family values?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Rolling Stones, Paul McCartney and more: Rock icons going to Coachella Valley this fall
By Randy Lewis
Los  Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — It’s official: Six 
acts with a claim to be on the Mount 
Rushmore of rock music will per-
form for the first time on the same 
stage over three nights in October 
in Southern California’s Coachella 
Valley.

Bob Dylan, the Rolling Stones, 
Paul McCartney, the Who, Neil 
Young and Pink Floyd’s Roger 
Waters are confirmed for the Oct. 
7-9 event at the Empire Polo Field 
in Indio, the annual site of the 
Coachella and Stagecoach music 
festivals. Tickets will range from 
$199 to $1,599, according to con-
cert promoter Goldenvoice.

Music industry veterans say the 
lineup places it high on the list of 
all-time greatest concerts.

“I can’t think of a concert as big 
as this one,” said Jim Guerinot, a 

talent agent and former promoter. 
“Neil Young opening for Paul 
McCartney — are you kidding me? 
… I think it’s a stupendous achieve-
ment.”

Popular interest in the concert 
has been strong since the Los 
Angeles Times reported details April 
15, and Goldenvoice President Paul 
Tollett said he has been inundated 
with suggestions that the concert 
should include artists such as Led 
Zeppelin and Bruce Springsteen.

Tollett said his aim was to include 
artists who helped shape rock music 
but were still touring, writing and 
recording new material.

“This is about artists who are still 
creating, who are still relevant,” he 
said.

“I’ve been known for doing 
reunions from time to time,” he 
added, noting that Coachella has 
featured the reunions of bands such 

as Guns N’ Roses, OutKast, LCD 
Soundsystem and Rage Against the 
Machine. “I didn’t want this to be 
rare. I wanted it to be significant.”

In deference to what is expected 
to be an older audience, Golden-
voice will offer seating in grand-
stands and on the ground — unlike 
the Coachella Music and Arts 
Festival, where the crowd either 
stands or sits on the grass.

Tickets, which go on sale 

Monday, will start at $199 for 
single-day general admission 
passes, and top out at $1,599 for 
reserved seats for all three days. 
The $1,599 ticket price also will 
apply to admission to a standing-
room pit immediately in front of the 
stage. General admission three-
day passes will sell for $399.

Plans also call for roughly two 
dozen high-end tent suites for large 
groups — akin to luxury boxes 

— that will be placed atop the 
grandstands. Tollett didn’t specify 
the pricing for those.

“We still don’t know what the 
audience is going to be,” Tol-
lett said. “One reason I decided 
to have some single-day tickets 
available, unlike Coachella and 
Stagecoach, is that I didn’t want 
somebody to feel excluded if they 
couldn’t afford to come for the 
whole weekend.”
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• NASA estimates that Scott Kelly exercised more than 700 hours during 
his year-long mission to keep his bones, heart, and muscles strong.

• NASA estimates that during his year on the International Space Station, 
Scott Kelly drank about 193 gallons of filtered bodily waste.

• Airbus has designed a plane that prevents passengers from getting jet 
lag with LED lights that change color based on the glow of the sun.

• When blowing bubbles with a bubble wand, the minimum blowing speed 
for bubble-making is between 10 meters and 100 meters per second.

• If you are told to “brace for impact,” you should place your head on, or as 
close as possible to, the surface it is most likely to strike.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 With 69-Across, subject of this 
puzzle
7 Portrayer of 1-/69-Across in “Sher-
lock Holmes” (2009)
14 Not straying from the subject
16 Satan
17 “The Diary of Anne Frank” police
18 Muscle-to-bone connectors
19 Audio jack label
20 Took charge of

21 Wise folk
22 Rewrite for the screen
24 Set a price of
26 Northern California town that 
once had a palindromic bakery
29 Mentally sound
30 Live, in the studio
32 Kool-Aid instruction
33 Ostrich kin
35 “I __ Fine”: Beatles hit
37 Antlered beast

38 Portrayer of 1-/69-Across in the 
BBC’s “Sherlock”
42 World games org.
43 A bit open
44 “C’est la __”
45 Cry for seconds
47 Battery end
49 Rise dramatically
53 Sticking point
55 Game won by discarding all your 
cards
56 Iditarod jacket
57 Wood finish
59 DKNY rival
61 Press __
62 Dannon yogurt brand
64 Natives of Tibet’s capital
66 Unlisted candidate
67 Erode, as savings
68 Portrayer of 1-/69-Across in CBS’ 
“Elementary”
69 See 1-Across

DOWN
1 Rigid beliefs
2 Tableware company named for a 
New York town
3 ER diagnostic tool
4 Day care attendee
5 Eyeball-bending gallery display
6 TV host Kelly
7 Watercraft rider
8 Eye layer containing the iris
9 Dull-colored
10 Senior officials
11 It’s brewed in infusers
12 Political writer Coulter
13 Director Anderson
15 With 48-Down, 1-/69-Across 
creator Arthur
23 Jury member
25 Paella spice
27 Ceramics oven
28 Noah’s flood insurance
30 Message-spelling board
31 Superman player Christopher
34 Former Boston commuter org.
36 “Welcome to Hawaii” gift
38 Secure in a harbor
39 Quotation puzzle
40 Mork’s sign-off
41 Southwestern tableland
42 Tough kid to handle
46 Thing
48 See 15-Down
50 Mork’s people
51 Quite like
52 Gives away to the cops
54 “Sold!” punctuator
56 Spanish silver
58 Four, on some sundials
60 “Major Barbara” playwright
62 Hole-making tool
63 French wine word
65 “Grab a chair”
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
SPAIN  NEPAL  EGYPT  ITALY  KENYA  INDIA  CHILE  CHINA
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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By Dominic Gates
The Seattle Times (TNS)

EVERETT, Wash. _ Inside a 
new building just west of Paine 
Field in this Seattle-area city, a 
team of young engineers recently 
gave outsiders the first glimpse at 
a technological advance critical to 
the future of airplane making in the 
Puget Sound region.

Robotic heads zipped along at 
great speed, whirling and reposi-
tioning at the end of each run, as 
their business end _ which glowed 
like a line of fire _ laid down thin 
strips of carbon fiber infused with 
epoxy resin.

The manufacturing machines 
giving this dazzling performance, 
designed and built by Electroim-
pact, will be used to fabricate the 
giant composite wings of Boeing’s 
next jet, the 777X.

Think of these machines as 30-
foot-tall, 3-D printers, each costing 
tens of millions of dollars.

While similar machines have 
been making composite parts for 
several years, Electroimpact project 
manager Todd Rudberg said his 
team’s machines take the technol-
ogy’s speed, scale and precision to 
whole new levels.

“And we have data to back that 
up,” he said with clear delight. 
“I have two of the world’s best 
machines running at the same time 
in my building. This is awesome.”

Precisely placing layer upon 
layer of carbon-fiber strips infused 
with epoxy resin, one of these so-
called Automated Fiber Placement 
machines builds up the 777X’s 
composite wing skin, producing a 
single piece 110 feet long and 20 
feet across at the widest end near 
the fuselage.

The second AFP machine does 
something more complex: It lays 
the carbon-fiber strips down on a 
surface that has two 90-degree 
angles to make a U-shaped struc-
tural beam for the wing, called a 
spar, again in a single piece.

The precise contouring made 
possible by this composite manu-
facturing technology is what allows 
Boeing’s engineers to design 
newly slender and aerodynamically 
perfect wings.

Electroimpact has already deliv-
ered the first AFP spar machine 

to Boeing’s new composite-wing 
center, which is nearing completion 
just across Paine Field.

Thanks to Electroimpact’s loca-
tion, the machine was loaded onto 
an oversize trailer and had to travel 
only a couple hundred yards of 
public road to reach the airfield.

Next summer, Boeing will start 
using the machines to manufacture 

wing skins and spars for 777X 
development and production.

Making the skins and spars of 
such a giant wing in single full-
length pieces is new. It should 
reduce the cost of manufacturing 
and save some weight because 
there are no joins.

Using a wholly different method, 
the composite wing spar of the 787 

is made in three sections by Mit-
subishi Heavy Industries in Japan.

In the U.K., Airbus supplier GKN 
uses AFP machines to fabricate 
the spars of the A350 wing, also in 
three sections.

To protect Boeing’s competitive 
advantage with the new equipment, 
Electroimpact has assigned the 
proprietary intellectual property on 

the 777X machine heads to the jet 
maker.

So though Electroimpact will 
certainly sell future AFP machines 
to rival plane makers, the key 
technology in these machines will 
be exclusive to Boeing.

For initial, low-rate production, 
Boeing will need just two of each 
machine. But at peak production 
sometime in the 2020s, there could 
be half a dozen or more of each 
lined up inside the vast 777X wing 
facility.

Suspended delicately from a 42-
foot-wide gantry, the 1.7-ton robotic 
head of the wing-skin AFP machine 
zips back and forth across a 
contoured horizontal surface, laying 
down the strips of carbon-fiber tape, 
each pass building another layer of 
material.

Where the machine head lightly 
touches the surface it’s building up, 
a glowing heating element at the tip 
makes the substrate tacky so the 
next layer will stick more easily.

As this hypnotic dance unfolds, 
the machine head dispenses the 
tape simultaneously from 20 large 
spools that resemble movie reels, 
covering a 30-inch-wide swath with 
each pass.

The only sound is the light tick-
ing of pneumatic actuators as the 
head shifts to lay the tape down 
at another angle or ends a pass 
and cuts the tape off at the correct 
length.

The wing-spar AFP machine’s 
half-ton robotic head lays down 
thinner, half-inch strips of carbon-
fiber tape from 16 large bobbins 
that allow the tape to shift as 
needed when the head zips over 
the edge of the spar with nary a 
pause.

Each wing has front and rear 
spars, long curved structural beams 
along the leading and trailing 
edges.

(The 777X wing’s 11-foot folding 
wingtip is a separate structure, 
which will be built by Boeing in 
St. Louis and sent to Everett for 
assembly.)

The machine can lay down a full 
lengthwise layer along the spar in 
approximately 10 minutes. Dis-
pensing another layer with strips 
traversing the spar at an angle can 
be done in about 25 minutes.

Massive, speedy robots ready to build composite wings for Boeing 777X

Control engineers Brad Davis, left, and Kyle Walker check the placement of carbon fiber by the machine that 
is making test wing spars for the Boeing 777X. The machine will alert operators of a missing or misaligned 
carbon-fiber strip. (Mike Siegel/Seattle Times/TNS) 
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Follow these tips to avoid jury service scams that just want your personal information and money
The Jury Service Committee 

wants residents to be aware that, 
across the state, people are being 
targeted by phone calls and emails, 
threatening them with prosecution 
for failing to comply with jury service 
in federal or state courts. 

These calls and emails are 
fraudulent and not connected with 

U.S. or Texas state courts.
During a typical scam call, victims 

are told that a warrant was issued 
for their arrest because they failed 
to appear for jury duty. 

The caller then asks the victim to 
“verify” personal information, such 
as their date of birth and Social 
Security number. In other cases, 

scammers go further and ask 
that the victim pay a fine over the 
phone to avoid arrest. Victims are 
pressured to provide a credit card 
number or other payment informa-
tion.

According to a recent notice 
from the Better Business Bureau of 
Southeast Texas, the jury duty scam 
is the latest in a series of identity 
theft schemes where criminals try 
to get people to reveal personal 

information over the phone. Victims 
are often caught off guard and, 
given the nature of the call, provide 
the information, the Better Business 
Bureau reported.

To help protect Texas residents, 
the State Bar of Texas Jury Service 
Committee compiled the following 
tips from federal and state courts, 
the Better Business Bureau, and 
Consumer Reports. Remember that:

• Courts will not call you about 

jury duty. Legitimate jury notices will 
come by mail, even if you missed 
your assigned time to report to jury 
duty.

• Courts will not ask you for 
personal information over the phone 
or require you to provide sensitive 
information such as Social Security 
or credit card numbers by phone or 
email.

• Scammers can mask their iden-
tity. Be aware that criminals may 
use software to disguise their phone 
numbers and make it appear that 
their calls are originating from your 
local courthouse or police depart-
ment. Don’t trust your caller ID!

• Courts will not call you asking 
for money. If you receive a call from 
someone claiming to be a court 
official asking for money for missing 
jury duty, hang up and report the 
scam to your local police depart-
ment.

• If you receive a call or email of 
the type described above, report it 
to your local police department. Any 
questions about jury service should 
be directed to your local district 
clerk. 
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving, currently 
at Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school. Classes are held 
every Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Starting 
May 28, classes will be at Ryan’s 
Family Steakhouse in Lake Jackson.

STARTING May 28, CLASSES 
WILL MOVE TO RYAN’S FAMILY 

STEAKHOUSE IN LAKE JACKSON
119 Highway 332 W, Lake Jackson


