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It’s another rainy afternoon, 
perfect for watching basketball 
playoffs. But there is a more 
important task on the horizon 
– daughter wants to go buy a 
wedding dress.

I am not much of a shopper, 
except when it comes to electron-

ics and cars. 
I cannot go 
into a store 
and look 
around hours 
for clothes. I 
know what I 
want, buy it, 
and then go 
back to the 

stuff that interests a person like 
myself. It usually has at least two 
HDMI connections.

But this is different because 
daughter has requested my 
presence as she tries to decide 
which dress would look better 
on her. So, I chose a time frame 
when the NBA playoffs involved 
teams in which I was not all that 
interested, and off we went.

I have no idea about how this 
dress-buying stuff works, but I 
know that it starts closing a chap-
ter in our lives. It’s happy and sad 
all at the same time.

This is the same little girl I held 
in my arms when she was a baby, 
taught her how to swim and ride 
a bike, throw a softball for a strike 
and how to hit a line drive. 

Suddenly, I blinked only once, 
and here she is asking me to go 
wedding dress shopping with her.

I have had some basic training 
in this type of activity before. She 
convinced me last summer to 
go with her to a bridal show. I’m 

RAMBLINGS

A fundraiser benefiting Teena 
Maenza will be held on Sunday, 
June 14, at the American Legion 
Hall, 219 Veteran’s Drive in West 
Columbia.  

Teena has been fighting cancer 
for years, and her friends would 
like to help her with medical bills.  
She is an editor at an area publi-
cation and promotes the “cradle” 
of Texas History. An account has 
been set up in Teena Maenza’s 
name Account No.6000701920  at 
any Texas Gulf Bank.

Fun events at the benefit will 
be an old fashioned cake walk, 
Hot Dogs & Champagne – A Toast 
to Teena - wil be 3 to 5 p.m. and 
includes a silent auction. 

Keeping in the theme of Texas 
History, a Texas Runaway Scrape 
Treasure Hunt will be held noon to 
3 p.m. with a $20 entry fee. There 
will be prizes for first, second and 
third place. Each contestant will 
be given a list of historical places 
in East Columbia, West Columbia 
and Brazoria to find, take a photo 
of it for proof, and hurry back to 
win at the American Legion Hall.

 You will be helping with the 
benefit and learning a little Brazo-
ria County history along the way.

 For information, please call:  
Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh, (979) 
798-7005; Tissie Schwebel, (979) 
345-3335; Naomi Smith (979) 
345-3340; and Jan Edwards (979) 
964-4332.

TWC warns job seekers of various employment scams
AUSTIN – The Texas Workforce 

Commission (TWC) wants Texas 
job seekers to be aware of scams 
that involve individuals posing 
as potential employers in order 
to collect money in exchange 
for non-existent jobs. Some fake 
employers have even used the 
names of established businesses 
and interviewed job candidates in 
legitimate meeting spaces in order 
to scam individuals out of money.

False employment scams can 
happen online, by phone or in 
person. Some scammers post 
fake job notices on legitimate job-

matching websites, and some have 
met and interviewed job seekers 
in public places. In all cases, the 
job seeker received promises of 
employment and a request for some 
type of up-front payment.

Job seekers should never cash 
checks from businesses or purchase 

any equipment, licenses, certifica-
tions, starter kits, or software pack-
ages from them unless they have 
verified that the company and the 
offer are legitimate. Employers will 
never ask for money as a condi-
tion for starting work. Job seekers 

(Continued on Page 2)
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On Thursday,  April 30, the Free-
port site donated food to four area 
food pantries. BASF’s donation will 
be enough to feed 150 families of 
four for one day, or 600 adults and 
children. 

The donation was part of a series 
of events this year celebrating 
BASF’s 150th anniversary and the 
company’s continuing tradition of 
community support and involve-
ment. 

BASF delivered more than 2,000 
pounds of food to Brazosport Cares 
Food Pantry, where it was divided 
up among participating nonprofit 

organizations, which also include 
The Food Basket in Lake Jackson, 
Dream Center Food Pantry in Clute, 
and Community Food Pantry in 
Angleton. Food pantries are dis-
tributing donated food to families in 

their service areas.
Hosting the event was Freeport 

Site Manager and Senior Vice 
President Chris Witte, along with 
Freeport site employees and food 
pantry representatives.

BASF celebrates 150th anniversary with food donation

ABSOLUTELY! WHEN CAN WE MEET? A woman who was dealing 
drugs accidently dialed the department-issued cell phone of an Albuquer-
que police detective instead of one of her customers as she had intended. 
She asked him if he needed any heroin or cocaine. He said, “Yes.” You 
know the rest.

ALONE AT LAST: A couple, who engaged in intimate relations in the 
insurance office where they worked in Christchurch, New Zealand, didn’t 
think that anyone could see them. Au contraire. They could be seen in 
the pub across the street, where enthralled patrons watched, and one of 
them filmed them and posted their romp on Facebook. To make matters 
worse, the man is married with children, and the woman is engaged. This 
episode is said to have complicated their relationships.

PERHAPS A CUCKOO CLOCK?: A man, who was arrested for tres-
passing in Eugene, Ore., had the words “A Clockwork Orange” tattooed 
on his forehead.

WELL, I’VE BEEN MEANING TO GET TO IT: A man who was pulled 
over for speeding in St. Catharine’s, Ontario, was arrested for driving with 
an expired license. It expired 37 years ago.

STEP SEVEN: GET RID OF ALL EVIDENCE: Police, testifying against 
a man who robbed banks across England, revealed that he had down-
loaded an online crime guide called “How to Rob a Bank.”

WHEEEEE! A man was arrested for drunk driving while operating the 
Zamboni on the ice of the South Sports Arena in Fargo, North Dakota.

THAT’S INTERESTING; I’M A COP TOO: A man, who was imper-
sonating a police officer, was arrested when he pulled over a real police 
officer in Dumfries, Va.

BUT HONEY, I WAS JUST JOKING: A Saudi Arabian woman divorced 
her husband after she discovered that he had nicknamed her “Guanta-
namo” on his cell phone.

HEY, I’M THE VICTIM HERE: After security guards confronted a shop-
lifter in the parking lot of the Walmart in Buford, Ga., he ran across the 
street and – astonishingly -- called 911. He told police that “two guys tried 
to grab me.” Officers arrived and soon got to the bottom of it.

I ONLY WANT WHAT’S MINE: A man stole a tow truck and then used 
it to remove two of his confiscated cars from an impound lot in Jefferson 
County. Mo. He was arrested after a short chase with the vehicles still 
attached.

should also never provide personal 
information to an employer unless 
they have had a face-to-face meet-
ing at the worksite or contacted the 
company’s human resource office 
to verify the offer. Personal informa-
tion includes the name of your bank, 
credit card, bank account or social 
security numbers. For more infor-
mation about potential employment 
scams, visit: www.consumer.ftc.gov/
articles/0243-job-scams

TWC safeguards personal 
information on WorkInTexas.com by 
using stringent online security mea-
sures and by screening job seekers 
and employers registered through 
the site. Site activity is continually 
monitored, and when suspicious 
activity is detected, immediate 
action is taken to lock accounts and 

contact the parties involved. TWC 
validates employers registered on 
the site to ensure that accounts and/
or job postings are from legitimate 
businesses.

Job seekers who suspect that a 
job posting on WorkInTexas.com is 
not authentic, are asked to report 
it immediately by clicking on the 
Report a Problem with this Job 
Posting link located at the bottom 
of the job posting page on the 
right hand side. The job posting 
and/or employer will be reviewed for 
authenticity by workforce staff.

To report suspicious activ-
ity, please call TWC’s Fraud and 
Program Abuse Hotline at 800-252-
3642. 

TWC warns of employment scams
(Continued from Page 1)

Drivers, Class-A: We’re 
Growing!

100% Employer PAID Group 
Health Insurance!
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

If you like The Bulletin, let 
your friends know about 

us. Pick up an extra copy, 
or visit our website at  

mybulletinnewspaper.com. 
Please let advertisers in 
this paper know that you 
saw their ads, and please 
always shop locally first.

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Mom to the rescue
Q.  OK, you crybaby.  Which 

mother is likely to come tend to your 
needs?  Your own momma?

A.  When biologists Susan Lingle 
of the University of Winnipeg and 
Tobias Riede of Midwestern Uni-
versity ran acoustic experiments on 
a wide variety of infant mammals, 
they made a surprising finding:  
When mother deer heard recordings 
of infant fur seals, the deer reacted 
with concern, says Jason Goldman 
in “Scientific American” magazine.  
A similar response occurred when 
they heard recorded cries of elands, 
marmots, bats, sea lions, domestic 
cats, dogs and even humans.

So long as the fundamental 
frequency was similar to their 
own infant’s calls, those moth-
ers approached the crying as if 
they were going to find their own 
offspring. “Such a reaction sug-
gests deep commonalities among 
the cries of most young mammals.  
The mother deer did not show 
concern for white noise, bird calls or 
coyote barks” (“American Naturalist” 
magazine).

Adds psychologist David Reby of 
the University of Sussex in England:  
“From an infant’s perspective, it is 
advantageous to attract any poten-
tial caregiver that could increase 

its chances of survival.  And...”if 
a predator is involved, a parent 
cannot waste time deciding whether 
the baby in need of help is its own. 
The costs of ignoring the cry are too 
high.”

And cross-species adoption in the 
wild may follow the same pattern, 
Lingle concludes, especially “if a 
mother has lost her own infant and 
still has maternal hormones circulat-
ing.”  

Dihydrogen monoxide
Q.  Would you rather have a 

glass of beer or a glass of “dihydro-
gen monoxide”?  

A. Truly, we humans are “up to 
our necks” in chemicals these days, 
with additives, contaminants and 
industrial compounds seemingly 
everywhere, says “New Scientist” 
magazine. Even fresh fruits often 
come with a cocktail of chemical 
extras, as tested apples reveal 
residues of insecticides, fungicides, 
herbicides.  “Look hard enough, and 
it’s much the same story, whichever 
food you examine.”

So naturally, the c-word has 
become something of a dirty word, 
and chemophobes understandably 
assume the worst.  But consider 
“dihydrogen monoxide”: “di” sug-
gests two-parts hydrogen and 

“mono” suggests one-part oxygen.  
Get it?  That’s H2O, the scientific 
name for water!  “Originally an April 
Fool gag, this meme has persisted, 
a perennial reminder of how willing 
people are to fall for scare stories 
about ‘chemicals.’”  

Cancer is bad luck?
Q.  “Why me?  Could I have 

prevented it?  Or was it just in my 
genes?”  Cancer patients are often 
tormented by such questions, but 
what other explanation might the 
research point to?

A.  Two-thirds of cancers are 
due to simple bad luck, suggest 
Johns Hopkins cancer geneticist 
Bert Vogelstein and biostatistician 
Cristian Tomasetti in “Science” 
magazine. The authors combed the 
literature for stem cell and cancer 
incidence data for 31 widely dif-
ferent human tissues (gallbladder, 
esophageal...).  Applying statistics to 
their data, they concluded that “only 
a third of the variation in cancer 
risk among tissues is attributable to 
environmental factors or inherited 
predispositions. The majority is due 
to `bad luck,’ that is, random muta-
tions arising during DNA replication 
in normal, noncancerous stem 
cells.”

Some cancers, such as lung 
cancer in smokers, have environ-
mental or genetic components that 
are well-documented.  But, overall, 
it appears that the degree to which 
cancer can be prevented (through 
lifestyle changes, for example) is 
limited.

As “Science” writer Jennifer 
Couzin-Frankel points out:  The 
randomness of cancer is frightening.  
But it may soften the blow for some 
patients to know that it is probably 
not their fault.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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ACC student government plans 5K Dolphin Dash for May 9

ACC Choir performs free concert May 8
The Alvin Community College Choir will perform its annual Spring Concert 

on May 8 at the college Theatre.
The concert will include music composed by Bach, Victoria, Mozart, Sond-

heim, Gershwin, and Paul Simon.
Performers will include members of the ACC Concert Choir, newly-created 

Community Chorus and Chamber Choir.
The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the ACC Theatre and is 

free to the public. For more information about the ACC concert visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/music or call (281) 756-3500.

Runners and walkers can 
pound the pavement for the 
Alvin Community College Stu-
dent Government Association 

during the 3rd Annual Dolphin 
Dash 5k Fun Run/Walk on May 
9.

Registration for the event is 

$20 and will include a T-shirt 
and refreshments. All proceed 
benefit the SGA.

Runners and walkers can 
register starting at 7:30 a.m. 
outside the front entrance of the 
college, 3110 Mustang Road. 
The race begins at 9 a.m. Those 
who register before May 7 will 
get a discounted rate of $15.

There will be two divisions: 
Runners 12 and younger and 
runners 13 and older.

To pre-register call 281-756-
3686. For more information visit 
www.alvincollege.edu.

Everyone has fun at the ACC Dolphin Dash.
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Weight-conscious smokers less likely to quit
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

American women who believe smoking helps control weight are less 
likely than other female smokers to try quitting in response to higher ciga-
rette prices and anti-smoking messages, a new study finds.

 A 10 percent increase in cigarette prices was associated with a 6 
percent rise in attempts to quit among female smokers in the United States 
who did not believe that smoking helps control weight.

But no significant increase in attempts to quit was seen among those 
who thought smoking keeps weight down, the findings showed.

MERS infections less deadly than thought
dpa (TNS)

BONN, Germany — The viral 
respiratory disease MERS, first 
identified in 2012 in Saudi Arabia, 
is apparently more widespread but 
less deadly than originally thought, 
according to a German study.

While the mortality rate for 
MERS — an acronym for Middle 
East respiratory syndrome — was 
earlier put at about 30 percent, the 
international study found that the 
majority of infections likely caused 
no significant symptoms.

Led by the University of Bonn 
and the German Centre for Infec-
tion Research (DZIF), the new 
study, published in the London-
based medical journal The Lancet 
Infectious Diseases, tested blood 
samples from more than 10,000 
Saudis.

Although none had had a serious 
illness in recent years, 15 were 

carrying antibodies to the MERS 
virus.

“More than 40,000 people in 
Saudi Arabia have probably been 
infected with MERS over the 
past 10 years without noticing it,” 
remarked DZIF scientist Christian 
Drosten.

He said the study’s findings sup-
ported the hypothesis that MERS 
affects mainly camels.

Under certain conditions, the 
virus can occasionally pass to 
humans, but human-to-human 
transmission is probably fairly rare, 
he added. So there is no reason to 
fear an Ebola-like epidemic.

The World Health Organization 
has registered more than 1,000 
laboratory-confirmed cases of 
MERS worldwide to date. Over 400 
people have died. Outbreaks of 
the disease are centered in Saudi 
Arabia.
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Did you know?

becoming sort of a veteran of this 
sort of activity.

The bridal gown store was actu-
ally not as awkward as I thought it 
would be, and there were plenty of 
free adult beverages to ease the 
sticker shock.

So, we went to this store with 
really nice bridal decorations. 
Daughter had made an appointment 
on the Internet and already had 
picked out all the dresses in which 

she was interested.
That saved us a lot of time. I sat 

in this little chair made for women 
and waited for our turn.

I must be a really good dad, dear 
reader. I was the only dad in the 
whole place.

We were offered something to 
drink, and chose champagne. These 
bridal businesses have this part 
down good – adult beverages are a 
good investment.

Everybody gets into a better 

mood, and at the end, the price is 
not right, but it is at least sedated. 
They cannot make it right all the 
way because that would make me 
unconscious.

Then it was wedding dress selec-
tion time. These clerks know their 
business. They can put a woman in 
a dress in a matter of minutes, using 
different size clamps to hold it in 
place and make it fit. I have some of 
those same clamps in my toolbox.

She came out of the dressing 

room and looked magnificent. That’s 
the one, I thought. That’s the dress. 
Then she came out a second, third, 
fourth and fifth time, and again each 
time I thought, that’s the one.

The problem was that each time 
I saw a different dress, it was the 
same daughter wearing it. She 
looked beautiful in all of them. How 
am I supposed to look past that?

Wait a minute. Is this the same 
girl who got her ear pierced at 
Brazos Mall and jumped out of 
the chair after one ear was done 
because she saw the piercing gun? 
I had to urge her to return to the 
chair because there was one more 
ear left to be pierced.

I’m going to need another sip of 
champagne to help make this deci-
sion. Luckily, her mother and two 
friends were also there to help.

It was a group decision with a 
little help from her two brothers, who 
were instant-messaged photos on a 
family thread.

The dress looked perfect on her, 
and we all had a good time helping 
her make a decision. But there was 
another aspect to all this that kept 

lurking in the back of my mind. But, 
we all move on as time passes.

The girl with the messy long hair 
and dirty knees who drew an angel 
on my driveway not so long ago has 
become a beautiful woman and will 
be a beautiful bride. 

Cost of wedding dress: Not all 
that bad. I expected worse after 
attending those bridal shows. Price 
of rolling through memory lane while 
daughter picked out a dress: There 
is no price. It was earned throughout 
the years and was well-deserved.

“Let’s go ice skating.” I said. 
“We’re right next to the Galleria.”

Maybe another time. 

Wedding dress shopping with daughter makes me wonder where all the time has gone
(Continued from Page 1)

• Johnny Depp collects Barbie 
dolls.

• Men who act modestly in an 
interview are less likely to get a job.

• Men’s sweat tends to smell like 
cheese, due to fatty acids in the 
sweat and bacteria on the skin.

• Men are less likely to be excited 
about holiday activities than women.
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Lower gas prices drive down cost of car ownership
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The expense of owning and operating a car dipped nearly 2 percent last 
year because of falling gas prices and low interest rates, the American Auto-
mobile Association said in its annual driving cost study.

The driver of an average sedan can expect to spend 58 cents a mile, or 
about $725 a month, on car expenses, the auto club said. That adds up to 
$8,698 annually. The numbers are based on a motorist driving 15,000 miles 
annually.

“Fortunately, reduced gasoline and finance costs more than offset rising 
costs in other areas,” said John Nielsen, AAA’s managing director of automo-
tive engineering and repair. “As a result, car owners can look forward to 
saving approximately $178 this year.”
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Angie’s List (TNS)
If you’re thinking about adding a 

swimming pool to your backyard, 
then chances are the cost of the 
project is a top concern.

Asking a local pool company how 
much a project will cost, however, is 
like asking how much a house costs 
to build. There’s no one-size-fits-all 
answer.

You have to factor in many ele-
ments of an in-ground pool cost, 
according to the Association of 
Pool and Spa Professionals, such 
as size, additions, water features, 
screen enclosures, heaters and 
patio designs.

That said, poolpricer.com gives a 
rough estimate of between $25,000 
to $50,000 for an in-ground pool. 
That’s a pretty big range, and even 
that is assuming your pool is of 
average size, in an average city. 

It also doesn’t factor in 
the cost of your pool’s 
upkeep.

You can, however, 
keep yourself informed 
about the many hidden 
costs of putting in a pool 
that could run up the final 
bill.

“I’ve seen examples 
of homeowners getting 
hit with such costs after 
the start of the project 
by their pool company 
many, many times,” says 
Marcus Sheridan, with 
River Pools and Spas in Warsaw, 
Va.

6 hidden costs in pool installations
Sheridan says that an occasional 

hidden cost is inevitable, and that 
“most can and should be caught, or 
at least brought to light, beforehand.”

Here are six hidden costs that 
River Pools and Spas say can derail 
even the best-planned pool installa-
tion budget.

— Dirt Hauling: When an in-
ground swimming pool is built, a 
significant amount of dirt comes out 
of the ground and has to go some-

where. Always find out 
before the digging starts 
if dirt hauling is included 
in the cost of the project.

— Lawn and land-
scaping: The process of 
putting in an in-ground 
swimming pool requires 
a lot of heavy equip-
ment. That’s bad news 
for your manicured lawn. 
Any grass in this area, 
and perhaps on the path 
to the pool location, will 
need to be seeded or 
replaced after a pool 

installation.
— Extra Concrete: Homeown-

ers often forget they will need patio 
space around the pool, which usu-
ally means more concrete. The cost 
of additional patio space is usually 
the most expensive option to the 

pool.
— Electrical: Some pool builders 

include electrical hook-up in their 
standard package, while others treat 
it as a separate invoice. The extent 
of an electrical job is based on how 
many items, such as pool lights and 
spas, the homeowner requests. 
Make sure you know where it falls 
on your invoice.

— Fencing: Almost every city 
requires a pool be behind a fence of 
some form. It’s almost always better 
to have the fence addressed at the 
same time the swimming pool and 
patio are planned.

— Retaining Walls: These 
structures can be pricey. They also 
have extreme importance in terms 
of pool and deck stability, as well as 
proper yard drainage. Be sure to get 
the price settled before the project 
starts.

How expensive is it to build a pool in your backyard? Add it all up before taking the plunge
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 5: ON THIS DATE in 
1925, schoolteacher John Scopes 
was arrested for promoting the 
theory of evolution in Tennessee. 
In 1961, Alan Shepard became 
the first American to fly in space 
aboard the Mercury capsule 
Freedom 7.

May 6: ON THIS DATE in 1851, 
Dr. John Gorrie of Apalachicola, 
Fla., patented a refrigeration 
machine to treat malaria patients; 
this led to the development of 
air conditioning decades later. In 
1937, the German dirigible Hin-
denburg exploded in flames

May 7: ON THIS DATE in 1925, 
Pittsburgh Pirates shortstop Glenn 
Wright made an unassisted triple 
play. In 1945, Germany signed an 
unconditional surrender at Allied 
headquarters in Rheims, France

May 8: ON THIS DATE in 1541, 
Spanish explorer Hernando de 
Soto reached the Mississippi 
River. In 1952, Mad magazine 

debuted.
May 9: ON THIS DATE in 1502, 

Christopher Columbus left Cadiz, 
Spain, on his fourth and final trip 
to the Western Hemisphere. In 
1980, 35 motorists were killed 
when a freighter rammed a sup-
port piling of the Sunshine Skyway 
bridge over Florida’s Tampa Bay, 
causing a 1,400-foot section to 
collapse.

May 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1869, a golden spike was driven 
at Promontory, Utah, marking 
the completion of the first U.S. 
transcontinental railroad. In 1963, 
Decca Records signed the Rolling 
Stones on the advice of Beatle 
George Harrison.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: Cinco de Mayo (fifth of May) 
commemorates the Mexican 
army’s victory over French invad-
ers at the Battle of Puebla on that 
date in 1862.

This week’s question: In 
1970, the Beatles’ last album was 
released in the United States. 
What was its title?
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Many young people are searching for 
God, not rejecting Him

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: I don’t really disbelieve in 
God, but I just don’t think about 
God or religion, or things like that. 
I have a very active and happy life, 
so why should I bother with God? 
- N.P.

A: As I read your letter, I couldn’t 
help but ask myself why you wrote 
it, if you’re actually as happy and 
as indifferent toward God as you 
claim to be. Could it be that down 
inside you’re beginning to doubt 
if you’re as happy as you say you 
are?

I hope so, because the people 
in the most danger spiritually are 
the ones who don’t think they 
need God. Like you, they may 
not disbelieve in God (although 
some do), but they just don’t want 
anything to do with Him. Perhaps 
(again like you) they are happy 
and content, although others may 
be angry with God or determined 

to live a lifestyle they know He 
would make them change. What-
ever their reason, however, they 
simply leave God out of their lives. 
The Bible calls them “foolish and 
senseless people, who have eyes 
but do not see, who have ears but 
do not hear” (Jeremiah 5:21).

I pray you won’t be deceived 
into thinking you don’t need God, 
because you do. Where will you 
turn when life turns against you? 
To whom will you turn when illness 
strikes, or a relationship turns 
sour, or old age creeps up on 
you? Even in the decisions you 
face every day, you need God’s 
wisdom and strength to do what 
is right.

But even more crucial, some 
day you will die and face God, 
and then it will be too late. Don’t 
let that happen to you, but turn to 
Christ and make Him the founda-
tion of your life, beginning today. 
You’ll never regret it.

“I do have a jobs plan. If elected, 
I promise to fire the incumbent’s 
relatives and hire my own 
relatives.”

HELP WANTED
RED TOP

101 Circle Way, Lake Jackson. 
Now hiring, all positions. Apply 
in person

The Surfside Volunteer Fire 
Department will be serving up 
barbecue brisket this Mother’s Day 
weekend on Saturday, May 9,  at 
402 Murex from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

“Our annual fundraiser helps to 
raise money for some of our opera-
tional expenses, and we are trying 
to put some money in the reserve 
for a new firetruck someday, “ said 
Brenda O’Bannon with the depart-
ment. “We always welcome the 
beach visitors to come by for some 
great barbecue, too!”

Surfside Volunteer Fire Dept. plans brisket fundraiser
The meals will be $10 per plate. 
The Surfside VFD was estab-

lished in 1969, and Chief Pete 
David has served in that position 
for the past 30 years. He also has a 
full-time job at the county airport.

The assistant chief, Justin Mills, is 
a councilman in neighboring Oyster 
Creek, and there’s also a father and 
son serving, Lt. Norman Lewellyn, 
the dad, and Capt. Parick Llewellyn. 

Even the mayor, Larry Davison, is 
a member of the department.

“A lot of folks in our village say 

even though we are a small volun-
teer department, we serve with a big 
heart because we are active in all 
aspects of the community,” said Ms. 
O’Bannon.

Donations also are welcomed, 
and checks are accepted and may 
be made out to SBVFD.

Did you know?
• Sharks kill 12 people per year- humans kill 11,417 sharks per hour.
• The body naturally secretes a chemical similar to marijuana to help ease 

pain.
• In 2001, 70,000 adult websites existed. In 2013, that number climbed to 

more than 4.2 million in just the United States alone.
• Cockroaches raised in space become quicker, stronger, faster, and 

tougher than cockroaches on Earth.

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — An 
82-year-old West Boca man was 
in jail Wednesday after deputies 
say he grabbed his 81-year-old 
neighbor’s neck during an argument 
over the fact that his doorbell rang 
whenever hers did.

The dispute began Tuesday 
morning at a Century Village 
retirement community, when Julius 
Mariasis got fed up about the 
doorbell issue and went to confront 
his neighbor, according to a Palm 
Beach County Sheriff’s Office 
report.

In an interview with deputies, 
the woman said Mariasis came to 
her apartment, opened her door 
and began yelling at her “about 
their doorbells being on the same 
frequency.” — Sun Sentinel

Fix that door bell 
or I’ll choke you
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Rewards for waiting
5 Sauce finisher, often
10 Bit of Halloween makeup
14 Gray subj.
15 Expansive
16 Parting words
17 Family nickname
18 Parting word
19 Erelong

20 “   “
23 Presidential nickname
24 Inflationary fig.?
25 Drive off
26 Language of Pakistan
28 Peak on the 1,000-yen note
31 Language suffix
32 __-Julie, Quebec
33 Nail-biting way to win
36 “   “

40 Jerks
41 Morse code letter after dit-dit-dit
42 Outlaw Clanton
45 Get rid of
46 Gorilla trained to use sign 
language
47 Holiday air
49 Mao __-tung
51 Ten-cent pres.
53 “   “
58 Designer Schiaparelli
59 The Joe in Detroit, for one
60 Superb
61 Tallow source
62 Huge
63 Earthworm habitat
64 Stun, in a way
65 Bout of retail “therapy”
66 Fine subject?

Down
1 “Lost” actress Raymonde
2 How soldiers may lie
3 Gratify the baser side of
4 Have the lead
5 Shellfish morsels
6 Lines from the center
7 33-Down’s homeland
8 Open-mouthed
9 Western landform
10 Cliched
11 Happy hour morsel
12 Makes amends
13 Rub the wrong way
21 Manjula’s husband on “The 
Simpsons”
22 Like autumn mornings
27 Like morning grass
28 Made-up
29 Loosen, as laces
30 Enroll
33 U2 frontman
34 Belly laughs
35 Prefix with morph
37 Pixar title robot
38 Hardwood option
39 Mystery
42 Most distant
43 Black Russian component
44 Fulfills a takeout order?
46 Alpine parrot
48 Roundish
49 1,000 kilograms
50 Kerry’s department
52 Projection room stack
54 Badgers
55 It may be round
56 Stuff in a backpack
57 Jose’s home
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
SWAN  DUCK  HERON  GOOSE  PELICAN  FLAMINGO
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: STOKE  LOOSE  STURDY  GROUCH
Answer: What the coach’s positive feedback gave the swimmers -- GOOD “STROKES”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Kind-
ness counts. You may be immune 
to those who rattle tin cups or look 
at you with huge, sad eyes. In the 
week to come, fight off a tendency 
to be harsh and easily annoyed by 
weakness.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Hind-
sight is always 20-20. You may see 
what you could have done differ-
ently regarding a financial situation. 
Although it’s impossible to alter the 
past, you can resolve to improve the 
future as this week unfolds.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It’s in 

your hands to decide whether to be 
bitter or be better. Adopt a rational 
approach to your love life, and if 
someone doesn’t live up to your 
expectations this week, consider 
changing the expectations, not the 
other person.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Don’t feel snubbed if a situation 
requires formality. You might be 
more impressed by the label than 
by the quality in the week ahead. If 
you see something that looks like 
a bargain, be sure it passes careful 
inspection.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): If every-
one makes too much of an effort to 
be cooperative and congenial, no 
one may do any actual work. It may 
be up to you to take the bull by the 
horns this week and gather up all of 
those loose ends.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t 
expect praise before the job is done. 
The pats on the back and apprecia-
tion you imagine as rightfully yours 
might not be as richly deserved as 
you think. Be prepared to eat some 
humble pie in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Scrimp and save. You might be 
hard pressed to meet your financial 
obligations. Misunderstandings 
could seem pointless on further 
reflection. This isn’t a good week 
to try to explain, make excuses, or 
repair a break.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Both ends of your candle may be 
burned down before the week is 

out. Operating at peak efficiency 
can wear you down. Make sure to 
schedule time for adequate rest. It 
may be wise to take a rain check on 
a blind date.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You can be picky about the big 
issues. Don’t get sidetracked by 
coupon-clipping or petty economies 
in the upcoming week. Those who 
can see your sincerity will become 
your best advocates and supporters.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Hard work will pay off. Because 
you’re pressed to perform at full tilt 
this week, you may not have time 
for a romantic partner or relaxation. 
The rewards will be worth the effort’

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You could be luckier than you think. 
There may be a great deal of ten-
sion in your life right now, but there’s 
probably someone in the back-
ground secretly rooting for you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The 
paycheck may measure your suc-
cess. You may worry that you don’t 
earn enough compared with others 
in your area of expertise. Put a 
favorable spin on your public image 
by being seen with the “right” people 
this week.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Social Security Q&A: Finding the right age to start collecting benefits
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Q: I’ve been planning my 
retirement throughout my 
career, and I’m finally near-
ing the age when I can stop 
working. What is the earli-
est age I can start receiving 
Social Security retirement 
benefits?

A: You can receive Social 
Security retirement benefits 
as early as age 62. Keep in 
mind that if you retire at age 
62, we’ll reduce your benefits 
by as much as 30 percent 
of what you’d get if you wait 

until your full retirement age. 
If you wait until your full 
retirement age (66 for people 
born between 1943 and 
1954), you’ll get your full ben-
efit. You can also wait until 
age 70 to start your benefits. 
Then, we’ll increase your 
benefit because you earned 
delayed retirement credits.

When you’re ready to 
apply for retirement benefits, 
use our online retirement 
application, the quickest, 
easiest and most conve-
nient way to apply. Visit 

www.socialsecurity.gov/
retireonline.

Q: I want to make sure 
I have enough credits to 
receive Social Security 
retirement benefits when I 
need them. How can I get a 
record of my Social Security 

earnings?
A: The best way for you 

to check whether you have 
earned enough credits (40 
total, equaling 10 years of 
work) is to open a free my 
Social Security account at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/

myaccount to review your 
Social Security Statement 
any time you want.

Once you create an 
account, you can:

—Keep track of your 
earnings to make sure your 
benefit is calculated correctly. 
The amount of your payment 
is based on your lifetime 
earnings;

—Get an estimate of your 
future benefits if you are still 
working;

—Get a replacement 1099 
or 1042S.

—Get a letter with proof of 
your benefits if you currently 

receive them; and
—Manage your benefits:
—Change your address; 

and
—Start or change your 

direct deposit.
Accessing my Social 

Security is quick, convenient, 
and secure, and you can do 
it from the comfort of your 
home.

(This column was prepared 
by the Social Security Admin-
istration. For fast answers to 
specific Social Security ques-
tions, contact Social Security 
toll-free at 800-772-1213 or 
visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Overdoses fell after 2 narcotic 
painkillers taken off the market
By Lisa Girion
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Patients got fewer narcotic 
painkillers and overdoses 
declined after two problem 
drugs were removed from 
the market in 2010, a large 
study of insurance claims has 
reported.

The researchers looked at 
changes in the use of pain-
killers after manufacturers 
stopped producing propoxy-
phene and the original form 
of OxyContin. Propoxyphene, 
sold as Darvon, was removed 
because of concerns about 
heart problems, and Oxy-
Contin was replaced with 
a tamper-resistant version 
because the original pill was 
easy for addicts to crush and 
snort or inject for a heroin-
like high.

The use of narcotic 
painkillers — along with 
deaths involving them 
— had increased steeply in 
the years leading up to the 
removal of the two drugs.

The researchers analyzed 
a decade’s worth of insur-
ance claims for more than 31 
million people to assess the 
impact of the removals. They 
looked at the total amount of 
narcotic painkillers dispensed 
and the number of nonfatal 
overdoses treated in emer-
gency rooms and hospitals.

They found that the rate 
at which narcotic painkill-
ers were dispensed was 19 
percent lower than would 
have been expected had the 
previous trend continued, the 
study found. In addition, the 
rate of overdoses involving 
prescription painkillers was 
20 percent lower than would 

have been expected.
However, heroin overdoses 

rose — suggesting users 
may be substituting the illegal 
narcotic for a prescribed one.

“This is the first study 
to demonstrate a reversal 
in previously unrelenting 
increases in opioid dispens-
ing on a national scale,” the 
researchers wrote in a study 
published online by JAMA 
Internal Medicine.

The insurance claims data 
did not indicate how many 
of the overdoses resulted in 
death. Statistics gathered by 
the government show that 
such overdoses claim more 
than 16,000 lives a year — a 
toll the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention has 
called an epidemic.

The new study supports 
the notion that a reduction in 
the use of narcotic painkillers 
may reduce overdoses, new 
cases of addiction and other 
hazards. 


