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Rain story
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Since there has been a lot of 
rain lately around here, I grew 
curious how we stack up to the 
rest of the world as far as rainfall 
totals, records -- just rain in 
general.

Notice I didn’t say rain event, 
like many of the TV people do. It’s 

just rain. It’s 
also a storm, 
not a storm 
event. And 
it’s news, not 
eyewitness 
news.

Anyway, this 
column was 
prepared while 

it was raining. Not a whole lot, but 
raining, and I had to stop mowing 
the lawn. Actually, it is more like 
a green mud pie now. I gently 
walked up and down behind the 
mower to make sure I didn’t sink.

But, at least I still have a lawn 
to mow as opposed to a fishing 
pond, so that’s good.

I wouldn’t have much of a lawn 
in Chereapunji, India, one of the 
wettest places on Earth because 

RAMBLINGS

County museum’s 
Butterfly Project

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum invites you to witness 
first-hand the beauty of the Butterfly 
Project, an international effort that 
collected 1.5 million handmade but-
terflies to commemorate each of the 
1.5 million children who perished 
during the Holocaust, organized by 
Holocaust Museum Houston. 
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OH. HEY, IS THAT YOU, BOB? Two armed men forced their way 
into a house in Chesapeake, Va., and robbed the homeowner of jewelry 
and money. The victim told police that he recognized one of his attack-
ers, because he had gone to high school with him. He showed the cops 
the guy’s yearbook picture.

YOU CAN SAY THAT AGAIN: Police arrested a man in Baden, 
Pa., for stealing and resisting arrest while wearing a T-shirt reading 
“Really Good At Making Really Bad Decisions.”

WAS THAT A FLASH? A man, who jimmied the cash drawer of 
a photo booth at an amusement park in Batavia, Ill., for some reason 
assumed that he wouldn’t be photographed while he was committing the 
crime. Incorrect. The booth features a security system that takes your 
picture if you tamper with it in any way.

DON’T WORRY; YOU ARE COMPLETELY VISIBLE: Police in 
Southwest England say there have been nine reports of ghost sightings 
received at the police emergency number over a 10-month period. One 
man said that he had been turned into a ghost and was afraid that no 
one would be able to find him. His fears proved unfounded.

THIS COULD HURT YOUR CASE, MADAM: After a woman 
rear-ended a police cruiser in Victoria, British Columbia, the officer 
checked her cell phone for evidence. On it was the following message: “I 
was trying to txt u. Ran into a cop car. OMG!

SURPRISED TO SEE ME? A man who arranged to have his wife 
murdered was somewhat taken aback when she showed up at her 
funeral. Instead of killing her, the team of hitmen abducted her and then 
let her go. They then told the husband that they had done the job and 
took his money.

I WAS HOPING FOR A COOLER NICKNAME: A man robbing 
two people at gunpoint in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., was caught on surveil-
lance tape as his shorts rode down exposing part of his derriere. The 
local newspapers immediately dubbed him the “Butt Crack Bandit.”

MAYBE HE SHOULD HAVE SEEN THAT ONE COMING: A 
man was stabbed on the street in Lafollette, Tenn., by a thug who had 
the word “psycho” tattooed on his forehead.

MY, AREN’T WE IN A FUN MOOD? A couple was arrested after 
coming into the Walmart in Mason County, Mi., and spraying each other 
with cans of Silly String.

YOU KNOW, I DIDN’T HEAR A SPLASH: Thieves stole a safe 
in South Jutland, Denmark, but were unable to get it open, so they threw 
it into a lake in Esbjerg in an effort to get rid of the evidence. Unfortu-
nately for them, the lake was frozen. Police will be examining the safe 
for fingerprints.

YOU DON’T SCARE ME! Two men got into a heated argument 
in a home in Halifax. Nova Scotia, and one of them pulled a sword and 
confronted the other. In response, the other man pulled out a knife, and 
the battle began. As you might expect, the guy with the sword won. 
Knife-man went to the hospital, and sword-man went to jail.

Fly cheap: U.S. airfares drop to lowest level since 2010
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — The average 
U.S. airfare dropped to $377 last 
year, its lowest level since 2010 
and down nearly 4 percent from 
2014, according to government data 
released recently.

When adjusted for inflation, the 

average 2015 domestic airfare was 
down 3.8 percent from the 2014 
price of $392, according to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s 
Bureau of Transportation Statistics.

“This confirms what we have been 
saying: Air travel remains one of the 
best consumer bargains out there, 

as evidenced by the record number 
of people flying — 798.4 million 
people flew U.S. airlines in 2015,” 
said Vaughn Jennings, a spokes-
man for Airlines for America, a trade 
group for the nation’s airlines.

Industry experts attribute the con-
tinuing decline in airfares to a steep 
drop in fuel costs over the last year 
and strong competition from low-fare 
airlines.

The price of a gallon of jet fuel in 
North America has dropped to $1.16, 
down 36 percent from a year ago, 
according to the International Air 
Transport Association, a trade group 
for the world’s airlines.

When adjusted for inflation, the 
average domestic airfare of $377 
is the lowest since fares were $365 
in 2010, according to the Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics.

The average fare is calculated 
based on the total average purchase 
prices of a domestic trip, whether 
that is a round-trip ticket or a one-
way ticket. 

Fiat Chrysler reports soaring profits
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

DETROIT — Fiat Chrysler Automobiles has said its profits soared to 
$539 million, or 478 million euro, for the first three months of the year as 
sales and profits rose in both North America and Europe.

FCA’s profits for the first quarter are more than 15 times more than the 
$30.5 million, or 27 million euro, the automaker earned during the same 
period a year ago.

FCA’s earnings of 33 cents per share also easily beat Wall Street 
expectations, which, on average, foresaw the automaker earning 26 cents 
per share, according to estimates tabulated by Bloomberg.

The automaker’s revenue increased 3 percent to $30 billion, or 26.6 
billion euro, compared with $29.1 billion, or 25.8 billion euro, a year ago.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

See, it’s never too late 
to start seeing 

Q. Opthamalogists used to 
believe that once a blind child 
passed the critical age of 6-8, his 
or her brain would never be able 
to make sense of the visual world. 
How did Project Prakash (Sanskrit 
for “light”) demolish this idea?

A. Lead neuroscientist Pavon 
Sinha found a test “laboratory” in 
India with its large population of 
some 360,000 to 1.2 million blind 
children, most of whom live in a 
poor rural area with limited access 
to health care, says Rhitu Chat-
teejee in “Science” magazine. In 
2011 Project Prakash began to 
correct the cataract-ridden eyes of 
children like Manoj Kumar Yadav, 
blind from birth, who at the age of 
18 - well beyond the accepted cutoff 
age for surgery - was implanted 
with synthetic lenses.  When the 
bandages were removed, Yadav 
“couldn’t tell people from objects, or 
where one thing ended and another 
began...  But over the coming 
months, his brain gradually learned 
to interpret the signals it was receiv-
ing from his eyes, and the blurry 
and confusing world began to come 
into focus.”  Now at 22, he can even 
ride a bicycle in a crowded market.

Thus far, some 500 older children 

have undergone successful surgery, 
a testament to the plasticity of the 
human brain, though the newly 
sighted will never see as well as 
those born sighted. Sinha did not 
expect such massive changes in 
the brain and was amazed by just 
how quickly and late in life they can 
happen. Concludes Chatterjee: 
“The project has brought hundreds 
of young people like Yadav into the 
light - while putting the field of visual 
neuroscience in a new light as well.”

Plaque reveals history
Q. When might dental plaque be 

a good thing - the more, the better?
A. When you’re an anthropolo-

gist like Christina Warinner, who 
uses dental techniques to extract 
hidden clues about ancient health, 
says Megan Gannon in “Scientific 
American” magazine. Warinner 
“performs centuries-delayed dental 
cleanings on the likes of Vikings 
and Stone Age farmers... the best 
teeth being the ones with chunks of 
plaque as big as lima beans fixed to 
their enamel.”

Why plaque?  Because sticky 
plaque picks up just about every-
thing in the mouth, then hardens to 
entomb bits of plants, pollen, bac-
teria, starch, charcoal, meat, textile 
fibers and more. As scientists have 
recently learned, fossilized plaque 

is the “richest source of DNA in the 
archaeological record.”

A goal of Warinner’s laboratory is 
to build a DNA inventory of plaque 
from increasingly diverse corpses 
from around the world “to find out 
how human health and eating habits 
have changed throughout history.”

Why don’t we get 
enough sleep?

Q. “Get 7-9 hours of sleep each 
night,” the experts say, but a 2013 
Gallup poll pointed out that Ameri-
cans average only 6.8 hours. Why 
are we short-changing ourselves 
this way?  Is it the hectic postindus-
trial world we live in?

A. Probably not.  When UCLA 
sleep scientist Jerome Siegel and 
colleagues studied the sleep habits 
of three different hunter-gatherer 
tribes - the Hadza of Tanzania, the 
San of Namibia and the Tsimane of 
Bolivia - they found averages of only 
5.7-7.1 hours per night. As reported 
by Chris Samoray in “Science 
News,” these results were based on 
over 1,000 days’ worth of measure-
ments of 94 individuals who wore 
watches designed to collect sleep 
data. “Typically, people fell asleep 
several hours after sunset with 
falling ambient temperatures and 
awoke before dawn as tempera-
tures reached a low.”

Yet one striking difference 
between the hunter-gatherers and 
people in postindustrial societies 
did emerge: Only 1.5-2.5% of the 
hunter-gatherers reported having 
insomnia more than once a year, 
while chronic insomnia rates in the 
postindustrial world range from 
10-30%. “Studying sleep is more 
natural environments, outside of 
the lab and in many difference 
populations, may help scientists 
better understand problems such as 
insomnia.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

If you need to publicize your 
community event, send us the 
announcement in text form a 
week before the Tueday you 
need it to run, and we’ll pub-
lish it in the paper. Email the 
information and photos to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: My grandfather, who is receiving Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI), will be coming to live with me. Does he have to report the move 
to Social Security?

A: Yes. An SSI beneficiary must report any change in living arrange-
ments within 10 days after the month the change occurs. If the change 
is not reported, your grandfather could receive an incorrect payment 
and have to pay it back, or he may not receive all the money due. Just 
as importantly, your grandfather needs to report the new address to 
Social Security to receive mail from us. You can report the change by 
mail or in person at any Social Security office or call Social Security’s 
toll-free number at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY: 1-800-325-0778). You can 
get more information by reading the booklet Understanding SSI, at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi.

Q: How do Social Security benefits and Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) payments differ?

A: The two programs are financed differently and have different eligibil-
ity requirements.

Workers and employers fund Social Security retirement, survivors, and 
disability insurance through taxes on workers’ earnings. Generally, we pay 
Social Security benefits to eligible workers and their families based on the 
worker’s earnings. Meanwhile, general taxes fund the SSI program, which 
serves the needy. SSI eligibility depends largely on limited income and 
resources. Please visit www.socialsecurity.gov for more information.

Colorful wildflowers and blooming plants abound at Texas state parks, thanks to spring rains
AUSTIN – Thanks to heavy rains 

and warmer temperatures, Texas 
state parks are enjoying an early 
spring this year. Rolling waves 
of bright blue, deep red and rich 
yellow blanket Texas’ hills and 
plains in an impressive wildflower 
display.

The state’s more than 90 Texas 
State Parks present some of the 
best and safest places to view 
and photograph nature’s bounty of 
wildflowers and blooming shrubs 
and trees.

For example, at Lyndon B. John-
son State Park and Historic Site, 
visitors have ample opportunity for 
wildflower viewing. 

“This year, we are seeing lots 
of visitors walking the trails, taking 
photos and just enjoying the 
wildflowers,” said LBJ Park Super-
intendent Iris Neffendorf. “Lady 
Bird Johnson often enjoyed the 
park nature trails during wildflower 

season.”
Neffendorf said LBJ has seen an 

abundance of Texas bluebonnets 
along the park trails, with a good 
mix of Indian paintbrush, evening 
primrose and wine cups.

In Central Texas state parks, visi-
tors can expect to see bluebonnets, 
Engelmann daisies, beeblossoms, 
Carolina woollywhites, blue-eyed 
grass, Texas yellowstars, Dakota 
vervain, Drummond’s skullcaps, 
four-nerved daisies and plateau 
bladderpods.

From parks in south central 
Texas to the coast, a multicolored 
blanket of wildflower species has 
erupted. A checklist of colorful 
blooms on the landscape includes: 
light blue sandyland bluebon-
nets, Indian paintbrushes, green 
milkweed, winecups, longbract wild 
indigos, Texas vervains, sandhill 
woollywhites, blue-eyed grass, 
spider lilies, white pricklypoppies, 

spiderworts, prairie bluets, showy 
primroses, puccoons and coral-
beans.

In East Texas parks, rampant 
Texas groundsels blanket sandy 
fields and post oak savannahs. 
Flowering eastern shrubs and trees 
include rusty blackhaw, redbuds, 
plums and hawthorns, which flour-
ish in forest and pine savannahs.

Texas experienced an early 
spring this year, with some wildflow-
ers sprouting up an entire month 
earlier than their average blooming 
period in a brilliant display of color. 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment botanist Jason Singhurst 
attributes much of this year’s 
impressive wildflower population 
across Texas to ideal growing 
conditions.

“We had an unseasonably warm 
winter, which allowed soil tem-
peratures to stay above average 
and encouraged spring wildflow-
ers to bloom earlier than normal,” 
Singhurst said. “The late winter and 
spring rains stimulated a firestorm 
of wildflowers blooming across 
Texas.”

In addition to the dominant wild-
flower species Texans are accus-
tomed to seeing, like bluebonnet 
and Indian paintbrush, Singhurst 
said there are plenty of other wild-
flowers – including purple paint-
brush, Engelmann’s daisy, yellow 
stonecrop, fox glove, wild indigos 
and violets – creating some unique 
color landscapes in Texas.

For other places to see wildflow-
ers in Texas, check out the Lady 
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 
in Austin, which as of last week, 
reported Mexican gold poppy, Texas 
bluebonnets, buttercups, mimosa 
and Berlandier’s sundrops, among 
other species. For up-to-date 
reports on in-season Texas wild-
flowers, visit the center’s website. 
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Look for us on 
Facebook

of the monsoons that land there 
each year. It holds the world record  
- 48-hour rainfall with 98.15 inches 
on June 25-16, 1995. It’s legit, con-
firmed by the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO).

That’s too far, though. There 
has to be a record rainfall closer 
to home. During Tropical Storm 
Claudette in 1979, Alvin recorded 

43 inches of rain in 24 hours. 
That’s a USA record. In Cherea-
punji, that would be just another 
soggy day.

Now, you’re probably asking: 
“Where is the rainiest place in the 
world?” Well, in India, of course. 
According to the Guinness Book 
of World Records, the highest 
average rainfall is in Meghalaya, 
India. The place has received 

over 38 years an average rainfall 
of 47 inches annually.

They are even capitalizing 
on this as a tourist attraction, 
promoting the town as the wettest 
spot in the world.

But what about the good old 
US of A? Where is all the rain fall-
ing here? I found that also.

The most rain that has ever 
fallen in one place in the shortest 
amount of time was in Unions-
ville, Maryland. There, on July 4, 
1956, 1.23 inches of rain fell in 
one minute.

Alamogordo Creek, New 
Mexico is in the second spot with 
2.03 inches of rain that fell in five 
minutes on June 5, 1960. Alvin 
ranks 17th.

Smethport, Pennsylvania 
received 30.70 inches in 4 hours 
and 30 minutes between July 
17-18, 1942. That’s some seri-
ous rain in the USA. In India, it 
probably would be considered a 
sprinkle.

The greatest precipitation total 
ever recorded in one month in 
the United States was in March 
1942 in Puu Kukui on the Hawai-
ian island of Maui. A rain gauge 
4,771 feet west of the Maui 
Mountains recorded almost 9 
feet of rain (101 inches). That’s 
a lot of rain, no matter how you 
measure it.

If you think the Houston rains 
were bad, which they were, let 
me take you back to Aug. 4, 
1943, to Burnsville, West Virginia, 
where 13.80 inches of rain fell in 
just one hour. A total of 23 people 
were killed by the flood, and a lot 
of homes were swept away.

In Texas, the wettest year was 
in 2015, when 41.36 inches of 
rain fell. If I remember correctly, 
2005 wasn’t much better, espe-
cially on weekends when we were 
trying to play softball. Plus, we 
had Hurricane Rita that year also, 
although that caused more stress 
during the evacuation than the 
hurricane itself.

The greatest annual rainfall was 
in Clarksville in 1873 with 109 
inches of rain. The least amount 

of rain in the state in any year fell 
in Wink (1.76 inches) in 1956.

And, while we’re on the subject 
of Texas, the driest year on record 
for the state was only five years 
ago, 2011,with 14.88 inches of 
rain falling all year, beating an 
almost-century-old record of 14.99 

inches in 1917. 
So, it seems we’ve gone from 

too little to too much in a short 
period of time. The rain has 
stopped for now, but the news is 
not good. AccuWeather Minute-
cast: Rain starting in 60 minutes. 
That’s just great.

We’ve gotten a lot of rain, but not nearly as much as in some other places, or in the past in Texas
(Continued from Page 1)
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Researchers say cat poop may cause mental disorder 
By Ben Brown
Cronkite News (TNS)

PHOENIX — Cats have always 
been that furry friend that provide 
a form of stress relief and com-
panionship. But a new study links 
them to the exact opposite.

Researchers from the University 
of Chicago have found cats may 
potentially cause a psychiatric 
disorder in humans.

“It freaks me out,” said Phoenix 
resident Theresa Rink, who owns 
four cats. “(The study) makes me 
wonder. You want to know more 
about it.”

It all starts with the cat’s poop. 
Toxoplasma gondii is a parasite 
commonly found in cats that is 
passed to humans through cat 
feces. The parasite can cause 
toxoplasmosis, a relatively 
harmless infection, according to 

ScienceDaily.
“It is a parasite that cats get from 

hunting and eating animals. They 
ingest it from the animal and pass it 
in their feces,” said Dr. Judy Karnia, 
a veterinarian at the Scottsdale Cat 
Clinic.

The researchers found the con-
nection between toxoplasmosis and 
intermittent explosive disorder — a 
psychiatric disorder with symptoms 
such as impulsive verbal and physi-
cal aggression, like road rage.

The study involved 358 adults 
and suggested the parasite may 
change brain chemistry. Intermit-
tent explosive disorder is thought 
to affect “as many as 16 million 
Americans, more than bipolar disor-
der and schizophrenia combined,” 
according to ScienceDaily.

Dr. Daniel Foy, a clinical profes-
sor at the veterinarian school at 

Midwestern University in Glen-
dale, wasn’t connected to the 
study. However, he’s familiar with 
toxoplasma.

“Toxoplasma can invade and 
affect other areas of the body,” he 
said. “Certainly, muscular, nervous 
system, brain, are all areas that 
theoretically can be involved.”

Every time you clean the litter 
box, you’re at risk of getting toxo-
plasmosis.

If you don’t properly wash your 
hands after changing the litter box, 
you can ingest it by putting your 
hands around your mouth.

The parasitic disease becomes 
a big concern for pregnant 
women.

“In people, it has been associ-
ated with affecting the placenta 
and potentially causing abortion,” 
Foy said.

Sweeny Pride Day set for weekend
The Sweeny Pride Day festival, organized by the Sweeny Pride Day 

Committee, will be held on Friday and Saturday, May 6 - 7, and the theme 
this year is “Bringing Our Community Together.”

Some of the highlights of the event will be to honor the Businesses of 
the Year for 2015, and on Saturday, May 7, to present the winners of the 
Sweeny Pride Day Queen’s contest and Little Mr. and Miss Sweeny Pride 
Day, selected April 30.

 On Friday, May 6, the Sweeny Chamber of Commerce will sponsor its 
second annual “Glow in the Dark” 5K Run / Walk, which will start and end 
at Stewart’s. The run will begin at 8 p.m. On Friday and Saturday, Family 
Fun Shows will offer amusement rides for the kids at Backyard Park. The 
barbecue contest will also begin Friday, and winners will be announced on 
Saturday. 

On Saturday, the washer tournament will begin the day at 8 a.m. The 
parade will follow at 10 a.m., and the rest of the festivities will follow. Other 
events include the food and craft vendors, the beautiful baby contest, the 
pet parade, the big green tractor races (for the young ones), the backseat 
driver contest, and the popular men’s cake bake and auction.

The street dance, featuring live music from Catfish Mafia, will be from 8 
p.m. until midnight. Local and area residents are invited to bring the family 
to Sweeny Pride Day to enjoy good food and family fun.

For more information about any event, please contact Michelle at (979) 
997-5852,  Betty at  (979) 248-6497, Dede at (979)799-6005, or Paula at  
(979) 248-6134.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Whatever cousin’s motives, 
following Satan is dangerous

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m very concerned because a cousin of mine just told me she thinks 
she’ll become a Satanist. I don’t even know what that means, but why 
would anyone want to get involved in such things? Is she sincere, do you 
think, or is she just rebelling against her upbringing? - Mrs. N.S.

A: I don’t know what your cousin’s motives are, of course; she may well 
be rebelling against her background. Whatever her motives might be, 
she’s heading down a very dangerous road, and I hope you’ll do every-
thing you can to turn her from it.

Not many people deliberately and knowingly decide to turn their backs 
on God and worship Satan instead; far more people serve him without 
ever realizing it. But some people do become Satanists; that is, people 
who intentionally turn to Satan and seek to serve him. They may do it 
out of curiosity; they may do it because they think it will give them some 
mystical experience; they may believe it will give them power over others.

Whatever their reason, tragically they are believing Satan’s lies. They 
don’t realize that Satan never tells the truth; he’ll never warn them about 
the terrible consequences of following him instead of God. Jesus warned, 
“When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies” (John 8:44).

  Pray for your cousin, that she’ll realize the danger of what she’s doing. 
Pray too for wisdom as you speak with her, so you may be both direct and 
clear, yet also loving and gentle. Pray, as well, that you will be an example 
to her of Christ’s love and peace, so she’ll be attracted to Him instead of 
our enemy, the devil.

Can an aspirin a day keep heart attacks at bay? New study comes up with encouraging results
By Allie Shah
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

Minnesota doctors welcomed 
recent federal health guidelines 
on daily use of low-dose aspirin to 
prevent heart attacks and strokes.

The new advice — which spells 

out by age and risk who is likely 
to benefit from taking an 81 mil-
ligram-pill a day — is clear and 
helpful, many doctors say.

“We’ve had a lot of patients who 
decided for whatever reason on 
their own to start taking aspirin,” 

said Dr. Rae Ann Williams, who 
specializes in internal medicine at 
HealthPartners’ Como Clinic in St. 
Paul. “This recommendation really 
helps us tailor that recommen-
dation and have a much better 
conversation with patients about 
whether or not they are at high 
risk, and help guide them in their 
decision-making.”

Numerous studies have shown 
that taking a low-dose aspirin a 
day can prevent a heart attack or 
stroke, leading causes of death 
and disability in the United States.

But for some people, the risks 
associated with following a daily 
aspirin regimen — including stom-
ach bleeding and allergic reac-
tions to aspirin — may outweigh 
the benefits.

So how can you tell if you are 
a good candidate for daily aspirin 
use?

Here’s what the new guidelines, 
developed by the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force, advise:

— A daily low-dose aspirin is 
recommended for those adults 
50-59 whose life expectancy is at 
least a decade and who have a 
10 percent or higher chance of a 
heart attack or other cardiovas-
cular event. They also must have 
only an average risk for stomach 
bleeding.

— Adults 60-69 with a similar 
risk profile are advised to consult 
their doctor about possible daily 
aspirin use.

— Taking an aspirin daily was 
not recommended for adults 
younger than 50 or older than 69.

The new guidelines are precise, 
said Dr. Alan Hirsch, a cardiologist 
and University of Minnesota pro-
fessor who is helping spearhead a 
statewide public health campaign 

called “Ask About Aspirin.”
“This is somewhat clearer and 

more data-driven than the previ-
ous ones,” he said referring to 
earlier recommendations. “This 
guideline creates a simple middle-
age [50-59] range for which the 
green light and red light are 
clear.”

It also reinforces a central mes-
sage of the campaign: Know your 
risk and talk to your doctor.

The campaign’s goal over the 
next five years is to support the 
state’s heart disease and stroke 
prevention plan by making sure 
federal recommendations on aspi-
rin are easy to use, for patients 
and doctors alike.

“Just like immunization for kids 
and air bags, it’s easy to get lost 
in complexities of recommenda-
tions,” Hirsch said. “Prevention 
needs to be made easy.”
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WIN FREE TICKETS
Here we go again, with our biggest Ticket Giveaway Contest of the year. We are planning to give 

away two tickets to each entry slip we pick rendomly out of the old shoe box. There will be at least 
eight winners. To enter, just fill out this form and mail to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX 
77516. Winners will be announced in the May 17 issue. One entry per person.

NAME__________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________

PHONE_________________________________EMAIL__________________________________________

WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?__________________________________(CITY)__________________ 

Pictured left to right:  President Emma Jean Tanner, Kayla Eulenfield, 
Mark Hillman and Chairman Mary Holler.

The Cradle of Texas Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas awarded 
two young students for their Texas 
history essays recently.

Mark Hillman from Sweeny 
Junior High wrote “A Peddler 
Across Texas.”  He was awarded 
a certificate and a $25 gift card.  

Mark also won the state contest 
for DRT and will be attending the 
2016 DRT convention in Dallas 
on May 13, when he will read his 
essay at the historical dinner. He 
will be awarded $500.

Kayla Eulenfield was the 
fourth-grade essay winner from 
West Columbia Elementary 
with her essay entitled, “James 
Butler Bonham, Messenger of 
the Alamo.” Teachers Mrs. Sarith 
Mizell, Austin Noller and Donna 
Lynch, received Texas state flags 
from Rep. Dennis Bonnen for their 
schools.

Local DAR chapter names history essay contest winners Get a scholarship to travel the world
By Joseph Hernandez
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Heads up, intrepid world travelers: Hostelling International USA is offering 
scholarships to help young nomads hit the road.

Applications are being accepted for HI USA’s Explore the World Travel 
Scholarship, which awards dozens of recipients $2,000 each to help pay for 
international trips with an educational or service component.

One of last year’s recipients, Chicago-based Blair Brettschneider, used 
the scholarship to travel to Rwanda — her first solo journey abroad.

“I started GirlForward five years ago, but my time with Girl Effect reinvigo-
rated my sense of excitement and purpose for working,” she said.

She saw the trip as an opportunity to strengthen her work at GirlForward, 
the nonprofit she founded that works with resettled refugees in Chicago and 
Austin.

“I definitely benefited from the personal development,” she said.
Ultimately, this is why the scholarship was created: to expand the defini-

tion of responsible travel, offering recipients a chance to pay it forward.
“The scholarship is great for anyone with a project in mind but no budget 

to travel,” Brettschneider said. “You get the chance to pursue your work.”
To apply, you must be 18 to 30 years old and a permanent, legal U.S. 

resident living or studying in one of HI USA’s 13 metropolitan areas. 
Applications will be accepted through May 15, and finalists will be inter-

viewed to determine this year’s 81 recipients.
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The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum invites you to witness 
first-hand the beauty of the Butterfly 
Project, an international effort that 
collected 1.5 million handmade but-
terflies to commemorate each of the 
1.5 million children who perished 
during the Holocaust, organized 
by Holocaust 
Museum Hous-
ton. 

A selection of 
the 1.5 million 
butterflies that 
have drawn inter-
national media 
attention, are 
now on display 
at the Brazoria 
County Historical 
Museum through 
June 30, 2016.

The But-
terfly Project 
has inspired 
the Brazoria 
County Historical 
Museum staff to 
develop a lesson 
in kindness, as well as create a 
Kindness Wall. The aim of the 
Kindness Wall is to simply help 
spread kindness in our community. 
The museum encourages visi-
tors to randomly select one of the 
numerous examples of kindness 

from the wall, their challenge then 
becomes to enact this kindness in 
their community. Visitors may also 
help fill the wall with suggestions of 
kindness. #BCHMKindness              

In conjunction with the display, 
the Brazoria County Historical 
Museum will host several programs 

in recognition of 
“The Butterfly 
Project.” On 
Saturday, May 
21, at 10 a.m., 
the museum 
will host special 
guest speaker, 
holocaust 
survivor Bill 
Orlin. Orlin was 
seven years old 
when German 
troops invaded 
his hometown 
of Brok, Poland. 
Come hear his 
story of survival 
from watching 
his hometown 
burn, to a 

forced 50-mile march, and fleeing 
throughout Europe until he settled 
in the United States.

A second program is scheduled 
for Saturday, June 11, at 10 a.m., 
when the museum will host a 
family-friendly event that explores 

kindness through story-telling, 
crafts, and a butterfly release.  Dr. 
Mary Lee Webeck, Director of Edu-
cation for the Holocaust Museum 
Houston, will be on hand to share 
inspiring poems and stories about 
those who lived during the holo-

caust. Children in attendance will 
then assist with a butterfly release 
and create a kindness jar to take 
home. 

Admission to the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum and programs 
are free to the public. The museum 

is located at 100 East Cedar in 
Angleton. 

For more information on The 
Butterfly Project display, or 
upcoming programs, please visit 
www.bchm.org, or call (979) 864-
1208. 

Brazoria County Historical Museum features Butterfly Project display, holocaust survivor speaker

Holocaust survivor Bill Orlin

One of the Butterfly Project displays at the Brazoria County Historical 
Museum
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: OZONE  JADED  DEAFEN  BEYOND
Answer: The mortician sought a career change because he had a -- DEAD-END JOB

ARIES (March 21-April 19): If you break enough 
rules eventually that rule is replaced. Until then you 
must yield to the pressure to conform and stick to 
what you know best. Seek the sound advice of friends 
or partners in the week ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Good manners make 
the man. Your interest in a variety of unusual subjects 
can earn you the friendship or admiration of less 
adventurous souls. Be content to stick to the conven-
tional route in the upcoming week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A tendency to wallow 
in self-indulgence could put you in the doghouse 
as this week unfolds and cause others to criticize. 
Bypass social exchanges and keep your nose to the 
grindstone until the atmosphere shifts.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): False starts may 
occur when too many people wave a checkered flag. 
This isn’t a good week to give in to romantic notions 
or to let mixed signals deter you from your goals. 
Creative activities provide suitable outlets.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Ambition may not be your 
aim this week. True friendship and mutual apprecia-
tion is gender neutral. You may meet someone who 
has your best interests at heart but physical attraction 
isn’t part of the equation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): When the oilcan is 
within reach it is easier to tend to squeaky wheels. 
Focus on fixing problems within the home and family 
in the week to come. Use wisdom and generosity to 
handle intense interpersonal situations.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): People can be nourished 
by your energy without draining it. Once stirred by your 
example someone could go to great lengths to imitate 
your unconventional methods this week. Prevent a friend 
from burning bridges.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Your partners may throw 
caution to the winds in the week to come. Be a good 
friend and act as a restraining influence. Getting wrapped 
up in complicated schemes to protect your future security 
could drain resources.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You’ll be late if you 
procrastinate. In the week to come you could lose out on 
opportunities because you take too much time to prepare 
for public appearances or meetings. Be proud of your 
plethora of experience.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Getting ahead 
requires persistence and relentless ambition. In the week 
to come you may feel less under pressure and can relax 
to enjoy the fruits of your labors. You social life may 
revolve around the home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Traditional values will 
keep you afloat when new ideas flood in. Your friends 
and partners may stray from the herd and tempt you to 
discard conventions. A surprising message might brighten 
the week ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): If you don’t stand for 
something you might fall for anything. It is easy to echo 
the opinions of your friends just so you appear to fit in. 
Make a statement this week by concentrating on achiev-
ing realistic goals.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

May 2: ON THIS DATE in 1863, 
Confederate Gen. Thomas “Stone-
wall” Jackson, considered one of 
the most gifted tactical command-
ers in U.S. military history, was acci-
dentally shot by his own men during 
the Civil War battle of Chancellors-
ville; he died of pneumonia eight 
days later. In 1932, Jack Benny’s 
first radio show made its debut on 
the NBC Blue Network.

May 3: ON THIS DATE in 1802, 
Washington, D.C., was incorporated 
as a city. In 1979, Conservative 
Party leader Margaret Thatcher 
was chosen as Britain’s first female 
prime minister.

May 4: ON THIS DATE in 1776, 
Rhode Island declared its freedom 
from England, two months before 
the Declaration of Independence 
was adopted. In 1846, the state 
of Michigan abolished the death 
penalty.

May 5: ON THIS DATE in 1925, 
schoolteacher John Scopes was 

arrested for promoting the theory 
of evolution in Tennessee. In 1961, 
Alan Shepard became the first 
American to fly in space aboard the 
Mercury capsule Freedom 7.

May 6: ON THIS DATE in 1851, 
Dr. John Gorrie of Apalachicola, 
Florida, patented a refrigeration 
machine to treat malaria patients; 
this led to the development of air 
conditioning decades later. In 1937, 
the German dirigible Hindenburg 
exploded in flames at Lakehurst, 
New Jersey, killing 36 people.

May 7: ON THIS DATE in 1925, 
Pittsburgh Pirates shortstop Glenn 
Wright made an unassisted triple 
play. In 1945, Germany signed an 
unconditional surrender at Allied 
headquarters in Rheims, France, 
ending the European conflict of 
World War II the next day.

May 8: ON THIS DATE in 1541, 
Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto 
reached the Mississippi River. In 
1952, Mad magazine debuted.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1970, 
National Guardsmen shot four 
young people to death during anti-
war protests at Kent State Univer-
sity in Ohio.

This week’s question: In 
330 A.D., what city became capital 
of the Eastern Roman Empire?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• Since refrigerators hadn’t been 

invented yet, ancient Egyptian Pha-
raohs made slaves fan their wine all 
night to cool it down.

• A survey found that 98% of 
HR managers would hire a former 
employee, but only 48% of workers 
would accept an offer from a previ-
ous boss.

• According to a study of 15 
major cities, New York City has the 
most complex public transportation 
system in the world.

• Gold makes up about 0.02 
percent of human blood.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

Chipotle reports 
first quarterly loss
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Chipotle said that sales at 
established stores in the first three 
months of the year fell nearly 30 
percent from a year ago on the 
continued fallout from foodborne 
illness outbreaks. 

The Denver-based chain also 
reported its first-ever quarterly loss, 
although it was less severe than 
Wall Street was expecting.

More investors distanced 
themselves after the results were 
released. The stock slipped about 
2 percent in after-hours electronic 
trading.

Chipotle lost $26.4 million, or 88 
cents per share in the first quarter. 
Last month, the chain said it could 
lose about $1 per share during the 
quarter. During the same quarter 
one year ago, Chipotle posted net 
income of $122.6 million, or $3.88 
per share.

Revenue slid 23 percent to 
$834.5 million. Costs for food and 
marketing rose, as Chipotle gave 
away millions of free meals to draw 
customers back in the doors after 
outbreaks of E. coli, norovirus and 
salmonella late last year.

Chipotle said 5.3 million custom-
ers downloaded codes for free 
meals that were offered in Febru-
ary.

Somewhere, the Jetsons’ 
dog Astro is smiling.

British astronaut Tim Peake, 44, 
using virtual-reality video during 
the London Marathon, simultane-
ously ran the 26.2 miles in 3 hours 
35 minutes 21 seconds on a 
treadmill while orbiting 250 miles 
above Earth.

Guinness says it’s a record 
— an out-of-this-world record, 
perhaps?

Eight men in
Eight USC offensive line-

men — whose combined weight 
exceeded an elevator’s 2,500-
pound limit — got stuck inside it 
while going out to dinner recently. 
Looks like they picked a bad time 
to do some up-downs.

PATs, SATs

Kutztown University’s spring 
football game ended in a tie, so 
players broke it with a series of 
rock/scissors/paper contests. Stan-
ford, not to be outdone, had a “GE 
College Bowl” format at the ready.

Trump/Brady 2016
Destined to be a best-selling 

T-shirt in 31 of 32 NFL markets: 
“Make America inflate again.”

‘Dogging it
The Cleveland Browns are 

underdogs in every game this 
upcoming season — ranging from 
11 1/2 points at the Bengals to 2 
vs. the Chargers — according to 
Cantor Technology’s just-released 
betting lines.

Fuel for thought
NASCAR driver Dale Earnhardt 

Jr. revealed that his favorite food 

is a banana and mayonnaise 
sandwich. Gentlemen, start your 
Pepto Bismol!

Talking the talk
— Janice Hough of 

LeftCoastSportsBabe.com, on 
John Kasich saying he’s vetting 
possible vice-presidential run-
ning mates: “In related news, the 
Houston Rockets are looking at 
possible dates for an NBA champi-
onship parade.”

— Headline at Fark.com: “Court 
of Appeals saves Boston-area 
sports radio for the next five 
months by reinstating Tom Brady’s 
DeflateGate suspension.”

— Times reader Gus Myers, 
after Alex Rodriguez had to leave 
Sunday’s game because of tight-
ness in his left side: “Luckily the 
Yankee doctor quickly cured him 
by having him move his wallet to 
his other pocket.”
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Scientists say Burgundy truffles found in radioactive soil, created by 
the1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster, are still safe to eat.

• Identical twin sisters Kerri Bunker and Kelli Wall, age 36, each gave 
birth to twins—twice.

• A “unicorn” escaped a photo shoot and led police in Madera Ranchos, 
California, on a 4-hour chase, trotting into traffic on various streets.

• According to a U.S. study, teens who are homeschooled benefit from 
healthier sleep habits than those who go to private and public schools.

• The world’s loudest apple crunch registered at 79.1 dB(C). It was made 
using a SweeTango apple and a former “The Bachelor NZ” contestant.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Norms: Abbr.
5 Channel with a “Congressional 
Chronicle” online archive
10 In an unexpected direction
14 Hawkeye State
15 Curly-tailed Japanese dog
16 Old conductance units
17 Give the okay
19 Trusted assistant
20 Move it, old-style

21 Thames islands
22 Northern Ireland province
24 Leaves for a cigar
26 Came up
27 Bring lunch from home, say
29 __-Mart Stores, Inc.
32 Walks leisurely
35 Christmastide
36 Boxing legend
37 Manicurist’s tool
38 Tit for __

39 Baking amts.
40 Pie __ mode
41 “Never Wave at __”: 1952 film
43 Tread water to check out the sur-
roundings, as a whale
45 DVR button
46 Dismiss from the job
48 “Hogan’s Heroes” colonel
50 Oft-rented suits
54 Insert new film
56 Spice Girl Halliwell
57 One: Pref.
58 Settled on the ground
59 Alter a manuscript, e.g.
62 Savior in a Bach cantata
63 Path for a drink cart
64 Kitchenware brand
65 Play segments
66 Like some private communities
67 Coloring agents

DOWN
1 Vision
2 “Road __”: 1947 Hope/Crosby film
3 Nerdy sort
4 Enc. with some bills
5 Colorful cats
6 Chair lift alternative
7 Sty residents
8 Sports fig.
9 Kin of organic, at the grocery store
10 Stockpile
11 Gloss over
12 Went by scooter
13 River of Flanders
18 Mother-of-pearl
23 Theater box
25 Equal to the task
26 Border on
28 New York City suburb on the 
Hudson
30 Dog food brand
31 Speech problem
32 At a distance
33 Runner’s distance
34 Ostracize
38 Propane container
39 Use a keypad
41 Samoan capital
42 Blowhard
43 Ate noisily, as soup
44 Playful sprite
47 “Remington __”: ‘80s TV detec-
tive show
49 Cross-legged meditation position
51 Dr. Mallard’s apt nickname on 
“NCIS”
52 Chilling in the locker room, as 
champagne
53 Storage towers
54 Indian royal
55 Util. bill
56 Sudden wind
60 Fail: Irish coronation stone
61 Actor Beatty
 (c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
ELM  PALM  CALM  BALM  FILM  HELM  REALM  QUALM  PSALM
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Recycling materials get 
second life as products
From Plastics Make it Possible®

Whether you’re trying to make every day Earth 
Day, or simply looking for ways to do more for the 
planet, now is the perfect time to revitalize your 
recycling efforts.

Something as simple as recycling more of the 
plastic bottles, bags and wraps you use every day 
can make a big difference. But recycling doesn’t 
stop with throwing these items in the bin; purchas-
ing products made with recycled materials is 
another great way to go green!

In fact, nearly 83 percent of Americans say they 
feel more “green” when buying products made 
with recycled plastics or other recycled materials, 
according to a recent survey by Plastics Make It 
Possible, an initiative sponsored by the plastics 
industries of the American Chemistry Council.

“Earth Day is the perfect time to close the 
‘recycling loop’ by purchasing products made 
from recycled materials,” said Steve Russell, vice 
president of the plastics division of the American 
Chemistry Council. “Many plastics can be recycled 
and given a second life as clothing, carpeting, 
furniture, gardening equipment, backyard decks, 
new bottles and bags and other products we use 
every day.”

Here are some tips to get you back to recycling 
basics:

• Understand your local recycling program. 
Recycling programs vary across the country, but 
most community curbside programs collect plastic 
bottles, and many major grocery and retail chains 
now offer bins to collect plastic bags and wraps for 
recycling. An increasing number of communities 
also collect other containers, such as yogurt and 
butter tubs — check to see if yours is one of them.

• Check the neck. For recycling purposes, a 
bottle is any container with a neck smaller than its 
base. This includes beverage containers, food jars 
for products such as mayonnaise and dressings, 
and bottles for shampoo, laundry detergent and 
household cleaners. And remember, recyclers want 
the caps, too!

• Bag it. Collect plastic bags from grocery, retail 
and dry cleaning stores, and plastic product wraps 
from items such as newspapers, bread, paper 
towels, napkins, bathroom tissue and diapers. 
Simply store the clean bags and wraps inside 
another bag and then drop them off at a participat-
ing grocery or retail store to be recycled.

• Hold on to your recyclables. When away from 
home, recap and store empty bottles in a back-
pack, briefcase or your car until you arrive home 
and can toss them in the recycling bin.

• When in doubt, leave it out. Be careful not to 
contaminate your recyclables with items that aren’t 
recycled in your community.

• Support the second generation. Recycled 
materials often go on to become second genera-
tion products, such as carpeting, fleece jackets and 
new bottles and bags. 
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Aaron’s Army of Hope crawfish boil May 14 to raise funds for Military Moms and Wives group
The second annual Aaron’s Army 

of Hope (AAoH) Crawfish Boil 
will take place on Saturday, May 
14,  at Dunbar Park beginning at 
11 a.m. It features great crawfish, 
live and silent auctions, music, a 
washer tournament and many other 
activities for all ages. The event 

remembers the life of Aaron Park, 
(1987-2013) and the funds raised 
will be given to local organizations 
that offer resources and hope to 
those in need in Brazoria County

This year, one of the beneficiaries 
of the event will be Military Moms 
and Wives of Brazoria County to 

assist in their efforts to send care 
packages to soldiers serving in 
protection of our country. 

AAoH chairperson and Aaron’s 
mom, Christy Starr, says this year’s 
event will offer fun and fellowship in 
support of worthy causes. 

“Aaron was known for his gener-

osity, joy in life, loyalty and his heart 
for helping others,” she says. “The 
AAoH Crawfish Boil is a wonderful 
way to pay tribute to him and doing 
what he loved best, which is assist-
ing others in need.” 

Last year the event raised more 
than $15,000 and a contribution 
was made to True to Life Ministries, 
a scholarship was established 
through Brazosport College and 
additional scholarships were cre-
ated for children whose parents 
unexpectedly passed away. 

“Being able to do something so 
positive in Aaron’s memory not only 
helps those in our community who 
are looking for support, but it also 
helps his family members and many 
friends to celebrate his life and the 
many people who were touched 
by his presence,” said Starr. “This 
year we plan to make a contribu-
tion to Military Moms and Wives of 
Brazoria County because Aaron 
deeply respected our servicemen 
and servicewomen, and I think he 
would be proud to help them in their 
efforts to show our appreciation for 
their sacrifices.”

Event tickets are on sale at the 
following businesses: Blown Away 
Blow Dry Bar, Captain Mark’s 
Marina, Captain Mark’s Seafood, 
Oyster Creek RV Park, Rossco’s 
Outdoors, Style Lab Hair Studio 
and T’Salta Hair Studio. The cost 
is $25/ticket and includes three 
pounds of crawfish, sausage, pota-
toes, corn and a drink. Jambalaya 
will also available for purchase.

Donations of silent and live 
auction items are being gratefully 
accepted. 

Visit the Aaron’s Army of Hope 
page on Facebook or call (979) 
299-9625 for more information. 

The Aaron’s Army of Hope Fund is 
a component fund of the Community 
Foundation of Brazoria County. It is a 
501(c)3 charitable organization that 
raises funds to support organizations 
that offer hope to those in need. In addi-
tion to supporting these types of com-
munity services, AAoH has established 
a scholarship with Brazosport College 
and has developed additional scholar-
ships for children who have lost their 
parent(s) unexpectedly to provide them 
hope for the future. 
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