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The letter arrived in a plastic 
bag with a lot of writing on it in 
English and Spanish. Inside was 
a torn-up check. It looked like 
someone dropped it in water and 

then stepped 
on it a few 
times.

This has 
happened 
to my mail 
before; each 
time the 
mangled item 
was delivered 

in a plastic wrapper with an apol-
ogy note printed on it. I had never 
read them until now.

“We sincerely regret the 
damage to your mail during 
handling by the Postal Service,” it 
starts out.

That’s not too bad. It’s a nice, 
diplomatic apology, so let’s leave 
it at that. The letter is here, and 
that’s what counts. Case closed, 
right?

“We hope this incident did not 
inconvenience you,” read the next 
sentence.

Not exactly, but thanks for 
checking. Inconveniencing me 
would have taken something like 
losing the letter and never deliver-
ing it, or delivering it two weeks 
later when the material inside is 
time-sensitive. So, no biggie. I 
got it.

“We realize that your mail is 
important to you, and that you 
have every right to expect it to be 
delivered in good condition.”

This reminds me of a sales-

RAMBLINGS

Don’t make me feel so guilty 
about mangling my letter

Brazosport Health Foundation receives $500,000 from 
Mabee Foundation and meets $5 million goal

The Brazosport Health Foundation Board accepts the Mabee Foundation’s donation. From left: Vicki Melass, 
Lucilla Henderson, Judith Pepper, Dr. Bruce Meyers, Jacque Cundieff, George Franklin, Sharon Rogers and Al 
Guevara. Turn to Page 5 for story. 

State unemployment rate at lowest level since July 2007
The seasonally adjusted unem-

ployment rate fell to 4.2 percent in 
March, down from 4.3 percent in 
February. The state has not seen 
a rate this low since July 2007 and 
Texas continues to trend below the 
national average of 5.5 percent.

Texas’ total nonfarm seasonally 
adjusted employment decreased by 
25,400 jobs in March’s preliminary 

estimate. This comes on the heels 
of an impressive string of 53 straight 
months of job growth for the state. 
Over the year, the state has added 
327,500 jobs for an overall growth 
rate of 2.9 percent, outpacing the 
national growth rate of 2.3 percent.

“Maintaining a diversity of 
employment opportunities has 
kept Texas strong for the past four 

years,” said Texas Workforce Com-
mission (TWC) Chairman Andres 
Alcantar. “We must continue to build 
and support partnerships that will 
help connect employers to a quality 
supply of skilled workers and equip 
job seekers with training that will 
help them succeed.”

The Mining and Logging industry, 
(Continued on page 9

Gathering to lend a helping hand
The Gathering Place has been a success 

because it truly has been a community effort 
to meet a community need, according to 
Gathering Place founder and Board Chairman 
Brenda Maust.

“Former County Judge Joe King heard 
about us when we were only four months old, 
and we have been provided with Community 
Development Block Grant funds for food 

(Continued on Page 9)

Pictured are Fawncyne Worley, Rev. Cynthia 
Myers, and Sherri Archer at a planning 
meeting for the annual Brain Health Fair.
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DUMB AND DUMBER: A man who failed the written test to become a 
delivery driver in Canterbury, England, 15 times finally convinced a friend 
to take it for him. But the friend failed the test too, and then was arrested 
for impersonating the other guy.

YOU KNOW I THOUGHT I HEARD SOMETHING: A man climbed into 
a dumpster in Woodland, Calif., to look for his wallet when a garbage 
truck came by and emptied the contents – including the guy – into the 
back of the vehicle. The driver took him for an hour-long ride, making 
several more stops on the way to the landfill, where the man was able to 
crawl out.

NOW FOR SOME ‘ME TIME’: A man robbed a bank in downtown New 
Kensington, Pa., but was caught when he stopped at a restaurant two 
blocks away for a hearty lunch of chicken and biscuits.

EXCUSE ME, GUARD … SNIFF … ANY MAIL FOR ME? Someone 
sent a card containing heroin to an inmate at the Western Tidewater 
Regional Jail in Suffolk, Va., apparently under the impression that jail per-
sonnel do not check incoming mail. They do. The drugs were confiscated.

SO THE WARDEN WILL TAKE IT FROM HERE: Police in Ohio caught 
up with a vandal they were chasing after he drove right into the parking 
lot of the Toledo Correctional Institute.

BUT, KNOWING HIM, IT MUST HAVE BEEN SOMETHING: Police 
arrested an 83-year-old woman for assaulting her 87-year-old husband 
during an argument at their DeBary, Fla., home. The woman, who is 4-
feet-11-inches tall and weighs 88 pounds, told the cops that she does not 
remember what the argument was about.

AWWWKWARD! A woman in Brazil who was given up by her mother 
at the age of one, fell in love with a man whose mother also abandoned 
him when he was young. They fell in love, and now have a 6-year-old 
daughter. Turns out, the guy’s her brother. She found this out when she 
went on a radio show that reunites adult children with their long-lost moth-
ers.

BUT THANK YOU FOR CALLING: A 68-year-old man called the police 
emergency number in Berlin, Germany, and said that two foxes had been 
mating in his garden for an “abnormally long” time, and he was worried 
that the animals might hurt themselves. He said that the cops “weren’t the 
slightest bit interested.”

OK, SHE’S GONE; I’M IN THE CLEAR: A man ordered two egg rolls 
to go from a clerk at a Chinese restaurant in Myerstown, Pa., and, when 
she went to get them, he stole the tip jar from the counter and walked out. 
For some reason, people who do things like this are unaware that there 
are surveillance cameras everywhere as was the case here. He was 
arrested.

HELP WANTED
FULL TIME WELDING MACHINE REPAIR TECHNICIAN – To support 
our welder repair department by troubleshooting and repairing all 
types and brands of welding equipment, including but not limited 
to preventative maintenance and warranty repairs. This position 
operates in a multi-tasking environment with strong pressures to meet 
deadlines. Strong electrical and/or mechanical background a plus 
with ability to read wiring diagrams and schematics. A clean driving 
record is a must.  Email resume to Karen@k2performance.com.       DRIVERS WANTED

Drivers, CDL-A: Home EVERY 
Weekend! ALL Miles Paid! 
Instate & Dedicated Southeast 
Or Walk Away Lease, No Money 
Down. 1-855-971-8419

Both Angleton ISD and AHS 
Principal Jerry Crowell recently 
were selected as Semi-Finalists 
during the preliminary judging of the 
2015 H-E-B Excellence in Education 

Awards.
AISD is one of only 14 school 

districts in the state to be selected 
as a Semi-Finalist.  Crowell was one 
of 50 principals in the state to get 

the recognition.
“I am very proud of all the amaz-

ing things that are happening in 
AISD,” Superintendent Dr. Patricia 
Montgomery said.  “It is so nice 

when other people notice what our 
students and staff members accom-
plish every day.”

The H-E-B Excellence in Educa-
tion Awards celebrate public school 

professionals whose leadership and 
dedication inspire a love of learning 
in students of all backgrounds and 
abilities.

“At AISD, excellence is our 
standard and expectation.  Being 
recognized as a Semi-Finalist for 
the H-E-B Excellence in Education 
Award shows that we are continuing 
that tradition,” Montgomery said.

For being a Semi-Finalist, the 
district received $1,000 in H-E-B gift 
cards while Crowell received $500 
in gift cards from H-E-B.

AISD and AHS principal recognized by H-E-B, one of 14 districts named Semi-Finalists
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

If you like The Bulletin, let 
your friends know about 

us. Pick up an extra copy, 
or visit our website at  

mybulletinnewspaper.com. 
Please let advertisers in 
this paper know that you 
saw their ads, and please 
always shop locally first.

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Foresenics
Q.  Who are “forensic lin-

guists” and what brought them 
to the fore in the 1990s?  How 
do “forensic astronomers” and 
“forensic botanists” fit into the 
picture?

A.  All employ their specialized 
field to detect and solve crimes.  
The use of linguistics emerged in 
the 1960s but didn’t become popular 
until the 1990s, with the Unabomber 
case, reports Jennifer Wood in 
“Mental Floss” magazine.  All of us 
have highly individual and identifi-
able ways of talking and writing, 
overusing certain words, misspelling 
others.  When FBI linguist James 
Fitzgerald set out to solve the 
case of the Unabomber -- who had 
killed several people and injured 
many more by using homemade 
bombs -- he decided to publish the 
Unabomber’s “manifesto” to see if 
anyone might recognize the writing 
style.  Several people, including the 
bomber’s brother and sister-in-law, 
did -- and called in.  “Soon, Ted Kac-
zynski was in handcuffs.”

Elsewhere, the testimony of 
forensic astronomers has brought 
celestial bodies (mostly the moon 
and sun) into court.  “When Abra-
ham Lincoln was a lawyer, he suc-
cessfully defended a client against 

murder charges by establishing the 
position of the moon on the night of 
the crime (disproving the testimony 
of the prosecution’s key witness).  
Today, most forensic astronomers 
work for museums, not lawyers,” 
helping art historians determine 
artwork authenticity.

Perhaps the most famous 
case involving a forensic botanist 
was the kidnapping of Charles 
Lindbergh’s son.  “In 1935, Bruno 
Hauptmann propped a homemade 
ladder against Lindbergh’s house, 
climbed up to one of the bedroom 
windows and snatched the aviator’s 
20-month-old son.”  In court, 
wood technologist Arthur Koehler 
testified that one of the ladder rails 
was a missing floorboard from the 
suspect’s attic.  Forensic botany 
helped lock Hauptmann away.

Post-pigeon century
Q.  What does it mean for all of 

us to be living in the “post-pigeon 
century”?

A.  That’s the terminology used to 
mark the 100th anniversary of the 
death of the last known passenger 
Postpigeon in 1914, reports Susan 
Milius in “Science News” magazine.  
For the occasion, the slim coffee-
and-cream-colored taxidermy mount 
of that final pigeon, named Martha, 

was put on display at the National 
Museum of Natural History in Wash-
ington, D.C.  “Visitors puzzled anew 
at how a species once numbering 
several billion vanished in decades.”

The 2014 State of the Birds report 
offered a list of 33 “common birds in 
steep decline”:  Though too numer-
ous to be considered “threatened,” 
common grackles, eastern meadow-
larks and northern bobwhites have 
lost “more than half their population 
during the last 40 years.”

The moon and I
Q. How many people could 

point up at the moon and make 
the curious boast, “Did you know 
part of me is buried up there?”

A.  Upwards of 10 million 
earthlings, if the Lunar Mission One 
project is successful, says Paul 
Marks in “New Scientist” magazine.  
It’s the brainchild of British space 
consultant David Iron, who plans 
to charge people some 50 pounds 
each to place a DNA-sample strand 
of hair in “an archive to be buried on 
the moon, alongside a digital history 
of as much of their lives as they 
want to record, in the form of text, 
pictures, music and video.”  

The seed funding from this 
“hair-raising moon shot” will set up 
a company to design the spacecraft 
for a hoped-for 2024 blast off.  After 
landing on the moon’s surface, 
Lunar Mission One will drill 20 
meters (70 feet) into the lunar crust, 
insert the DNA and digital data into 
the borehole and then seal it.

As Marks concludes, “The hope 
is that the archive can serve as a 
sort of ‘backup drive’ for human 
civilization.”

 But, says Alan Cooper of the 
Australian Center for Ancient DNA, 
“for long-term storage, DNA from 
cheek cells or blood would be more 
stable.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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• A man once sold his forehead 
as advertising space on Ebay for 
$37,375.

• Some species of hummingbirds 
can travel 385 miles on a single 
gram of fat.

• In Norway, prisoners have 
access to the internet and have 
computers in their cells.The brain is 
much more active at night than it is 
during the day.

• Dolphins will sometimes try to 
rescue people who are drowning.

• Bees can sense moisture 
changes in the air, which allows 
them to make it back to their hives 
before it rains.
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The J.E. and L.E. Mabee Founda-
tion of Tulsa, Oklahoma awarded 
Brazosport Health Foundation a 
$500,000 challenge grant.  The chal-
lenge grant completes the $5 million 
Cornerstone of Caring Capital Cam-
paign, which began in August 2013.  
The challenge grant and the dona-
tions to the capital campaign will be 

used to help fund the remodel and 
new construction for the Brazosport 
Regional Health System’s $15.25 
million construction project.

According to Brazosport Regional 
President and CEO, Al Guevara, 
“We made application to the Mabee 
Foundation for financial assistance 
in February 2014.  The Mabee 

Foundation agreed the construction 
project was necessary and saw the 
support from our community with 
the initial $2 million raised, and 
issued the challenge.”

The Cornerstone of Caring Capi-
tal Campaign Committee includes:

• Dr. Bruce Meyers – Co-Chair, 
long-time community volunteer and 
BHF Board Member;

• Jacque Cundieff – Co-Chair, 
long-time community volunteer and 
BHF Board Member;

• Bill Cornwell, The Facts News-
paper Publisher;

• George Franklin, State Farm 
Insurance Agent and BHF Board 
Member;

• Lucilla Henderson, VP Com-
munity Relations & Development at 
TDECU;

• Vicki Melass, All State Insur-
ance Agent and BHF Board 
Member;

• Joe Ripple, Brazoria County 
Floodplain Administrator and BHF 
Board Member;

• Sharon Rogers, long- time com-
munity volunteer;

• Ravi Singhania, long-time com-
munity volunteer and BRHS Board 
Member;

•  Al Guevara, President and CEO 
at BRHS;

• Judith Pepper, Executive Direc-
tor at BHF;

The Health System’s Fourth Floor 
will be named in recognition of the 
Mabee Foundation, The Mabee 
Foundation Telemetry Unit.  Mr. Ray 
Tullius, Vice President of Mabee 
Foundation said, “We trust you to be 
good stewards of these funds and to 
apply them solely toward the project 
as set forth in your application.  
Mabee is honored to receive the 
naming recognition of the Telemetry 
Unit.”

Mabee Foundation verified the 
$4.5 million was raised, meeting 
the challenge grant and issued a 
$500,000 check in full satisfaction of 
their commitment. 

The Cornerstone of Caring 
Capital Campaign is the largest 
campaign BRHS has undertaken 
for fundraising. “We are thrilled to 
have the support and friendship of 
so many donors in our community,” 
said Judith Pepper, Foundation 
Executive Director. “With the $1 mil-
lion donation from Mike and Leslie 
Lowrey and the $500,000 donations 
from BASF, Dow Chemical and 
Freeport LNG, the remainder of the 
money came from foundations and 
other local industry, businesses and 
private citizens.”

A community acknowledgement 
event is being planned where all 
donors will be invited and acknowl-
edged for their gifts. 

Brazosport Health Foundation receives $500,000 from Mabee Foundation and meets $5 million goal
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, West Virginia seceded 
from Virginia to become a Union 
state after Virginia had seceded 
from United States to join the 
Confederacy. In 1937, the nation’s 
first Social Security checks were 
distributed.

April 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, sailors on the British ship 
HMS Bounty mutinied in the 
Pacific, setting the captain and 
several other officers adrift. In 
1914, Willis Carrier patented his air 
conditioner.

April 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1429, Joan of Arc led French 
troops to victory over the English. 
In 1975, the last U.S. forces pulled 
out of South Vietnam.

April 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, George Washington took 
office as the first president of the 
United States. In 1945, as Rus-
sian troops approached his Berlin 
bunker, Adolf Hitler committed 
suicide along with his wife of one 

day, Eva Braun.
May 1: ON THIS DATE in 1844, 

Samuel Morse sent the first tele-
graph message. In 1960, the Soviet 
Union shot down an American 
U-2 reconnaissance plane and 
captured its pilot, Francis Gary 
Powers.

May 2: ON THIS DATE in 1863, 
Confederate Gen. Thomas “Stone-
wall” Jackson was accidentally shot 
by his own men; he died eight days 
later. In 1932, Jack Benny’s first 
radio show made its debut on the 
NBC Blue radio network.

May 3: ON THIS DATE in 1921, 
West Virginia imposed the first 
state sales tax. In 1979, Conserva-
tive Party leader Margaret Thatcher 
was chosen as Britain’s first female 
prime minister.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1952, the first 
advertisements for a toy ran on 
television, pitching Mr. Potato 
Head.

This week’s question: The 
Mexican holiday Cinco de Mayo 
(fifth of May) celebrates what?

First Presbyterian Church of 
Angleton will hold a May Festival, 
or May Fest, on Saturday, May 2. 

Included in the many events and 
activities will be barbecue plates, 
a live and silent auction, a bake 
sale, a vendor area, and children’s 
activities will be offered.

The event will be 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the church, located at 130 

S. Arcola, and brisket plates will 
be $12 each. 

Whole briskets are available if 
purchased in advance for $60. To 
order the whole brisket, call (979) 
849-5722.

The live auction includes a 
gumbo dinner for 20 people; a 
shrimp boil and breakfast at a Bed 
and Breakfast inn for 10 people; 

a weekend stay at a two-bedroom 
condominium at San Luis Pass; 
a guided fishing tip with Texas 
Saltwater Fishing writer Randal 
Groves; a custom quilt, a cedar 
handbuilt glider; a J.J. Watts-auto-
graphed football; and more.

Vendors should register in 
advance by calling (979) 849-
5722.

First Presbyterian Church in Angleton plans May Fest
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Two challengers questioned the 
City of Angleton’s efforts to attract 
new business and prepare for 
growth at the recent Greater Angle-
ton Chamber of Commerce’s “Meet 
the Candidates” luncheon.

Damus Vice is challenging 
incumbent Mayor Randy Rhyne in 
Angleton’s municipal election on 
Saturday, May 9, and Larry Shaefer 
is opposing Councilwoman Bonnie 
McDaniel.

Mr. Vice, who has nine children 
living in his home, five of which are 
foster children, has a Bachelors 
degree and is an ordained and 
licensed minister. He worked for 13 
years for the Department of Energy 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve and 
was a police officer working with a 
canine to detect explosives. He has 
worked with performance assurance, 
disaster assistance and in other 
areas he feels would benefit the 
position.

Mr. Vice said he has spent many 

hours talking to residents about the 
city. “You want change, fresh ideas 
and to see growth in the city and 
want to have your voice heard.”

Mayor Rhyne said he was born 
and raised in Angleton and has been 
a council member five years, four 
of those as mayor. “It’s been one of 
the most fantastic unpaid jobs I’ve 
had,” he said, adding he gets along 
well with the city staff. “Every major 
decision is made by all the Council,” 
he said, and information from the 
staff and input from citizens and 
businesses is used to help make 
those decisions. “We have visions, 
but sometimes when we talk, we 
find some have a better way.” He 
said one of the new ideas the city is 
working on would rebate part of the 
taxes for new houses and new com-
mercial businesses.

 Growth is coming, he asserted. 
There are two new subdivisions 
being built or expanded, and two 
industrial parks are in the works with 

a Love’s travel center gas station/ 
convenience store coming to FM 
523 and Highway 288, a Kubota 
tractor dealership plans to locate 
near 288 and Pearl Snaps, and a 
large Stripes convenience store /gas 
station is coming to CR 220 and 
228. These projects are estimated 
to add $55 million to the city’s tax 
revenue.

Larry Shaefer and Bonnie McDan-
iel are running for Position 4 on City 
Council, currently occupied by Ms. 
McDaniel, who is seeking a second 
term and is the lone woman serving 
on the Angleton council.

Mr. Shaefer said he’s “been here 
before,” referring to running for city 
council previously. City records show 
that this will be his sixth run, having 
run unsuccessfully against Randy 
Rhyne in 2009, against Carl Herbst 
in 2011, against Roger Collins in 
2012 and against a field in 2013 that 
included Gregg Dykes, Byron White 
and Nicole Svoboda, and in 2014 

against Hardwick Bieri, who was 
elected to fill Gregg Dykes’ seat after 
he passed away.

 Shaefer has been in Angleton 10 
years and previously lived in Galves-
ton County and worked at NASA.

 He commented on the danger of 
the recent changes with the medians 
of Highway 288 B, also known as 
Velasco Street, to which several 
shook their heads in agreement. He 
said he spoke to the county about 
the “median mess,” and they said it 
wasn’t their business, and he is still 
waiting to hear from the city about it. 

He questioned the city’s growth, 
saying that he drove around town, 
looking at vacant buildings. “I 
counted 57, and that’s on major 
streets.” 

 “We need better accountability, 
and we need better attendance at 
Council meetings. I go almost every 
time, and sometimes I’m the only 
one. Let’s get started and see if we 
can improve things,” he commented.

Bonnie McDaniel, a local realtor 
and business owner, said the city 
has seen a surge in new business in 
the past two years. “We are meeting 
the challenge as events south of us 
bring change our way,” she said, 
referring to petrochemical plant 
expansions and new construction 
bringing more residents to the area. 
“We’re using creative incentives, 
such as a property tax rebate for 
developers and ... attractive conces-
sions,” she responded. 

There are no utilities just outside 
the city limits to attract developers 
there, and the city “scraped up the 
funds to provide them without a tax 
on the back of our taxpayers,” she 
said. “Once the utilities are in place, 
land will be available for develop-
ment.” The city is working on a utili-
ties master plan, and a failing sewer 
line near an apartment complex 
recently required  $750,000. 

Early voting will be April 27 - May 
5, excluding Sunday, May 3. 

Angleton city candidates sound off at forum; Shaefer makes his sixth run for Council seat

beginning October 2008,” she said. 
“Because of that, we were able to 
start expanding before we were a 
year old. As we grew, all the Com-
missioners gladly participated.”

It has been critically important 
to the organization to pay for food 
at Gatherings and provide a small 
budget for activity materials.

“That enables us to require that 
volunteers go through orienta-
tion and ongoing training, which 
assures us that each Gathering has 
consistent, quality programming,” 
she said.

Sarah von Rosenberg painstak-
ingly guided the group through its 
first grant proposal by email.

“I have never met her, but she is 
a Gathering Place heroine,” Maust 
said.

The group’s biggest supporter 
has been the Lowrey Foundation. 
The biggest educational component, 
the Brazoria County Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project, exists because 
of a Lowrey grant.

“We were bringing our first year 
to a close, and then I received word 
that we got the grant to extend 
BCAAP for a second year,” Maust 
said.

 The Gathering Place is in its third 
year of the Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project, which just ended in March.

Sixty-three different organiza-
tions—healthcare providers, social 
service agencies, civic groups, 
retirement clubs, and city and 
county government—worked with 
the organization.

“Together, we presented two 
major Alzheimer’s Conferences 
and first responders training.  For 
the third consecutive year, we 
implemented the nation’s largest 
community-based memory screen-
ing project. Dale Libby completed 
his first full year as Coordinator 
of BCAAP, and he has done an 
outstanding job, “Maust said. 

The 220 volunteers who, once a 
month decorate the fellowship halls, 
prepare food, meet our participants 
with hugs, and help them with their 
crafts, are the backbone of the 
group, she said.

“Some volunteers are deeply 
devoted to helping families cope 
with caregiving, some volunteers 
come because it’s fun, and some 
volunteer because they want to help 
their church’s ministry.  There’s no 
wrong motivation to volunteer. We 
deeply appreciate them all.”

(Continued from Page 1)

Volunteers make The Gathering Place Gathering Place gives dementia patient caretakers a break
If caregivers really knew how 

beneficial activities, mental stimula-
tion, and companionship are for 
people with dementia, there would 
be a lot more gathering places for 
for The Gathering Place, said Eva 
King Respite Coordinator for the 
support group that specializes in 
helping people diagnozed woth 
dimensia, and their families.

King assumed responsibility for 
the respite program last year She 
has been a Gathering Place volun-
teer at large since December 2010. 

“Husbands and wives, particu-
larly, have a tendency to wait to 
bring their spouses until they are 
exhausted from caregiving duties,” 
King said. “Children are usually 
caring for a widowed parent, and 
they are more likely to bring their 
loved one at an earlier stage, when 
our activities may actually slow the 
progression of the disease.”

There are two participants who 
have attendand almost all the 
group’s gatherings since early 
2008, “and on their best days, you 
really cannot see any cognitive 
decline in either of them,” King said. 

“Our activities are designed to 
reduce agitation and confusion and 
enhance our participants’ self-
esteem, and they are very effective. 

Most of our caregivers have said 
they can tell the difference in their 
family members for several days 
after attending a Gathering,” King 
added. 

After completing an assessment 
and providing a letter from a doctor 
with the participant’s diagnosis, 
caregivers may drop off their family 
members and take that time to rest. 

The four hours that caregivers 
have for themselves allow them to 

do chores, see a matinee, or have 
lunch with friends.

“One of our caregivers, when she 
picked up her husband for the first 
time said ‘thank you for giving me 
back my life.’” King recalled. “She 
had tears in her eyes.”  

Gathering Places are currently 
offered at St Jerome Catholic 
Church in Clute; Chapelwood 
United Methodist, First Christian 
Church, and the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints in 
Lake Jackson; First Presbyterian 
Church and First United Methodist 
in Angleton; and First Presbyterian 
Church and First Christian Church 
in Alvin.  In June, Alvin Lutheran in 
Alvin and in July, First Presbyterian 
in Lake Jackson will begin their new 
Gatherings. 

The respite group is celebrating 
2000 hours of service to Brazosport 
communities on Fri., April 17 from 
10 am to 2 pm at Chapelwood 
United Methodist Church, 300 
Willow in Lake Jackson.  

“That’s 500 Gatherings,” King 
said. “I missed the first 200, but I’ve 
been here for the last 300 Gather-
ings.” 

For more information about Gath-
ering Places, call King at (979)-665-
5359.

Rev. Ross Poteet leads music at 
multiple Gathering Place ministries.
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Send your community news to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. Send it in 
text form, and attach photos as you 
have them. We’ll fix them on our end.

which includes oil and gas employ-
ment, saw a decline in March with 
the loss of an estimated 2,800 jobs 
statewide.

“While some workers may be 
temporarily impacted by statewide 
reductions in the oil and gas indus-
try,  our 28 local workforce boards 
stand ready to help these and all job 
seekers identify transferrable skills 
for other employment opportunities 
or obtain training that will help them 
quickly transition to new jobs,” said 
TWC Commissioner Representing 
Labor Ronny Congleton.

The Education and Health Ser-

Texas unemployment rate falls to 4.2 percent in March
vices industry added 3,400 jobs in 
March, followed in job gains by the 
Financial Activities industry, which 
increased by 2,400 positions. Job 
gains were also experienced in the 
Leisure and Hospitality and Other 
Services category.

“Connecting employers with the 
workers they need is critical to our 
state’s success,” said TWC Com-
missioner Representing Employers 
Hope Andrade. “Employers and 
job seekers can access the largest 
job-matching network in the state 
through WorkInTexas.com. Today, 
the site offers more than 250,000 
available positions for those seeking 

work, and a tremendous pool of out-
standing job seekers for employers 
to choose from for their workforce 
needs.”

The Midland Metropolitan Sta-
tistical Area (MSA) had the lowest 
March unemployment rate in the 
state at 2.9 percent, followed by the 
Amarillo MSA with a 3.0 percent 
rate and the Lubbock, College Sta-
tion-Bryan and Austin-Round Rock 
MSAs at 3.3 percent.

(Continued from Page 1)
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

Ramp work nears completion 
on the public boat ramp project 
at Hanson Riverside County Park 
near West Columbia.  Workers 
with Shirley and Sons Construction 
excavated and poured the con-
crete rampway after first building 

an earthen dam to keep the San 
Bernard River at bay as this part 
of the project moves forward. They 
also constructed bulkheads and are 
nearing completion on access and 
boarding piers. 

When completed, the Hanson 

Park boat ramp will be the only 
public access to the San Bernard 
River north of FM 521 within the 
county. 

Remaining phases before open-
ing include construction of an all-
weather roadway from Highway 35 
to the ramp staging area, installation 
of lighting, and amenities such as 
trash barrels and signage. 

Shirley and Sons Construction 
of Cleveland, Texas, was awarded 
the contract bid of $108,591 for 
their portion of the project on March 
10.  They were the only company 

to meet both the bid deadline and 
the county’s specifications for the 
project.  Barring a major weather 
event, work at the ramp area will be 
completed well within the 60-day 
construction projection. 

Federal grant funds from the 
Coastal Impact Assistance Program 
(CIAP) were used to purchase 
approximately 33 acres of parkland 
adjacent to the east side of Hanson 
Park, which will house the new boat 
ramp, and Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department grant monies were used 
to pay for boat ramp construction.

Hanson Park boat ramp construction nears completion ahead of schedule

Work crews put finishing touches on Hanson Park boat ramp.

For many college students, Spring Break conjures images of good times 
with friends and stories that are never intended to reach home.  

Such is not the case with one group who make an annual pilgrimage from 
Wisconsin to volunteer at 
Surfside.  

The group first arrived on 
our shores in 2008, when 
they brought willing hands 
and strong backs to help with 
clean-up efforts following Hur-
ricane Ike.  

They return each year to 
work with Save Our Beach 
Association in making our 
beaches a nicer place to visit.

  This year, 15 of their 
number passed the “free time” 
away from their studies in 
repairing beach shelters and 
painting wall murals at Surfside 
Jetty County Park.  Their sto-
ries create memories we hope 
will be shared with everyone.  

Talented college students from 
Wisconsin helped make Surfside more 
colorful by painting wall murals at 
Surfside Jetty County Park.

Spring Break murals Wisconsin-style 
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Schedule of events
Thursday, May 14-17: Fifth Annual Fishing Tournament at San Luis 

Pass County Park.  Starts at noon on Thursday and runs through 9 a.m. 
on Sunday.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call 
(979) 233-6026.

Sunday, May 24: Happy Memorial Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese dogs, 
washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 233-
6026.

Monday-Thursday, June 29-July 2, 9 a.m. - noon: Nature Camp at 
Camp Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming with 
the Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; 
limited space available.  Pre-registration required.  For information, or to 
register, call (979) 864-1541, or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, July 4: Happy Independence Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese 
dogs, washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Saturday, Aug. 1: KidsFest at Bates Park, Angleton. Rack up on school 
supplies and fun at this FREE back-to-school program for children ages 
3-11.  Hours are 9 a.m. - noon.  For more information, call the Brazoria 
County Parks Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

Sunday, Sept. 6 - Happy Labor Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese dogs, 
washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 233-
6026.

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1-3 p.m.: Basic Field Archery at Resoft County 
Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Olan Steve.  Equip-
ment provided. To pre-register, call  (281) 581-2319.

Saturday, Sept. 19: Texas Navy Day Celebration.  Celebrate the 
Republic of Texas Navy at Surfside.  Interact with costumed interpreters 
and watch period artillery at work.  Flag-raising at 8 a.m.; infantry drill at 
various times; 10 a.m. cannon school; ceremony at 4 p.m.  For informa-
tion, call (979) 864-1541.

These new signs, recently 
posted at the legal beach 
access roads leading to 
Brazoria County beaches, give 
fair warning that Texas drivable 
beaches are considered public 
roadways.  Please be careful 
and follow all regular traffic 
laws while driving on the 
beach this spring and summer.  
The signs are posted at each 
of the seven numbered beach 
access roads from Surfside to 
San Luis Pass.

Texas traffic 
rules also apply 

to beaches

Last year’s Nature Camp activities

See next page for details about this year’s camp plans.
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Nature Camp is a fun and 
educational day camp for children 
ages 7-12, hosted by the Brazoria 
County Parks Department with lots 
of help from the Cradle of Texas 
Master Naturalists.  The camp will 
take place at Camp Mohawk County 
Park, nestled among the pine trees 
along Chocolate Bayou near Alvin.

  Hands-on activities are con-
ducted by the Master Naturalists, 
who are expert at bringing together 
fun and informative sessions to 
entertain and educate inquisitive 
youngsters.  

Nature Camp is 9 a.m. - noon 
from June 29 through July 2.  This 
half-day camp takes full advantage 

of cooler summer mornings - before 
temperatures make outdoor activi-
ties uncomfortable.  At a cost of only 
$30 per child, Nature Camp is an 
affordable option for almost every 
family.  

All programming is centered on 
nature studies and environmental 
stewardship and involves both 
information and hands-on activ-
ity.  Children will learn about birds, 
habitat, and fly-ways; they will 
experience the diversity of insect life 
and the wonder of aquatic habitats 
by actually capturing and examin-
ing the tiny creatures sharing their 
world.  

Reptiles are a special and very 

popular subject, as is a hike along 
the park’s trail system, where guides 
introduce campers to various local 
species of trees and vegetation.  
While not a truly ‘nature’ subject, 
basic archery instruction is pro-
vided as both a fun activity and 
an introduction to the mental and 
physical discipline essential to many 
pursuits.  

Nature Camp is both fun and 
informative.  Space is limited to only 
30 participants - pre-registration is 
required.  For information, or to reg-
ister, call (979) 864-1541 or e-mail 
jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

The deadline for registration is 
June 12.

Learning about the environment is fun at Nature Camp

Birding is ideal at the Quintana Birding Sanctuary, near Quintana 
Beach County Park. This stretch of woods represents the first 
available rest stop for birds traveling the Trans Gulf migration path 
from tropical areas.  Brazoria County is in the major flyway for 
several migrating  bird species, many of which are only seen locally 
during migrations. This group of bird-watchers consists primarily of 
interns for the recent Cradle of Texas Master Naturalist class. 

Quintana rest stop for migratory birds
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Did you know?

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Many young people are searching for 
God, not rejecting Him

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Look for us on 
Facebook

Q: I get very concerned about 
the future, because young 
people today just don’t seem 
to care about God. Why is this? 
I suppose our generation has 
failed them, but what can be 
done about it? - Mrs. K.D.

A: I understand your concern; 
young people today are subjected 
to pressures and temptations that 
those of us who are older never 
knew. Our society also has become 
increasingly secular in recent 
decades, and many young people 
today grow up never thinking about 
God or believing in Him.

In spite of this, I find young 
people today are searching for 
answers, and as a result, many are 
turning to Christ. 

Through our television programs 
and the evangelistic meetings our 
organization sponsors across the 
world, tens of thousands of young 
people are coming to Christ every 

year. They’ve realized the empti-
ness of the world’s promises, and 
have discovered that only Christ 
can give them the peace and lasting 
joy they seek. They know Christ’s 
words are true: “I have told you 
this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be complete” 
(John 15:11).

Yes, Satan is at work today; his 
evil hand is seen all around us. 
But God is also at work! God alone 
is sovereign, and some day His 
kingdom will come, and His will “will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matthew 6:10). 

In the meantime, pray for young 
people you know. Pray, too, that 
God will work in the hearts of young 
people all over the world.

 Pray especially for evangelists 
and pastors who seek to reach 
youth. Don’t give in to despair, but 
thank God for all He is doing among 
young people today, and ask Him to 
use you to touch those around you 
with the love of Christ.

man who would not stop selling 
me a product even after I bought 
it. Enough already. It is the great-
est product in the world, and I just 
bought it. All I want to do now is get 
out of here, with my new product.

Of course the mail is important 
to me, especially if the envelope 
contains a check. If it were just a 
letter from a friend, then that would 
be important, but not as important 
as the check. But the chances of 
the Postal Service mangling a letter 

from a friend is about zero. Those 
are now zapped back and forth on 
the Internet.

I cannot even remember the 
last time I wrote a letter to a friend 
or family member. Even when I 
communicate with cousins in the 
old country, we use Facebook so 
we can zap photos back and forth 
halfway around the world instantly.

The next line is a little longer. 
“Although every effort is made to 

prevent damage to the mail, occa-
sionally this will occur because of 

the great volume handled and rapid 
processing methods which must be 
employed to assure the most expe-
ditious distribution possible.”

Sounds to me like a bureaucrat at 
USPS didn’t have anything to do all 
day but put this sentence carefully 
together. What it means is that the 
machine ate the letter.

In my case, the letter then fell 
on the floor, where it lay unnoticed 
while postal employees walked 
around the processing room. One 
of them then decided to bend down 
to get it, and that’s probably how my 
check was rescued.

We can stop right here with the 
apology. I forgive you, already. I got 
the letter, and the check is still use-
able. Who cares about “processing 
methods” and “expeditious distribu-
tion”?

The next line could be interpreted 
several ways.

“We hope you understand.”
I do understand. You’re begging 

for forgiveness and  apologizing 
profusely, not that it is necessary. 
The post office must have some 
sort of inferiority complex. That’s 
how it sounds. But, with Congress 
hammering it, and the private sector 
delivery services chomping at the 
bits to take a bigger piece of the pie, 
that is understandable.

“We assure you that we are 
constantly striving to improve our 
processing methods in order that 
even a rare occurrence may be 
eliminated.”

Enough already. I have already 
forgiven you guys. I like the post 
office. I know some of the people 
who work there. They are hard-
working, good people. Note to 
Postmaster:  Put some oil on those 
machines.

“Please accept our apologies,” 
read the very last line.

Notice that it said “apologies.” 
That’s because there are enough 
apologies included on this wrapper 
to cover the next three mangled 
letters.

Here is what I would have written.
“Sorry we chewed this one up. 

Enclosed please find a free First 
Class stamp. Your next letter is on 
us. Sorry again.”

Done. Everybody likes free stuff.
Good thing I didn’t throw away 

that piece of plastic. I would have 
had to write about something else, 
like the weather.

(Continued from Page 1)
Post office’s  apology about mangling letter goes on for a while 

• Johnny Depp collects barbie dolls.
• Men who act modestly in an interview are less likely to get a job.
• Men’s sweat tends to smell like cheese, due to fatty acids in the sweat 

and bacteria on the skin.
• Men are less likely to be excited about holiday activities than women.
• Sharks kill 12 people per year- humans kill 11,417 sharks per hour.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Caesar’s love
5 Signal to an on-call doctor
9 Omits
14 Chowhound’s request
15 Sharif who played Zhivago
16 World Court site, with “The”
17 Shepard in space
18 Plate ump’s purview
20 Brand for heartburn
22 Providence-to-Boston dir.

23 Scraps for Rover
24 Unit of work
25 Soda for dieters
28 French season
30 Thin pancake
31 Violinist’s gift
34 Move very slowly
36 Suffers from
37 In recent times
39 Mechanic, at times
41 “That works!”

42 4-Down collector
43 Boy king
44 Made a hue turn?
45 Suffix for records
46 Oater group bent on justice
48 Nile biter
49 Blush wine, for short
51 Short market lines?
54 Piedmont wine region
57 Erie Canal mule
58 __ Pipeline, Oahu surfing attrac-
tion
60 “She’s Not There” rock group
63 “Ripostes” poet Pound
64 Overnight refuge
65 Theater part
66 Choir part
67 Blow some dough
68 __ collar
69 Stonewall’s soldiers

Down
1 Shock
2 Large grinder
3 Citrus shavings
4 Payment to 42-Across
5 “Thick and Rich” chocolate syrup
6 Rescue pro
7 Ones on the payroll
8 Freddie __ Jr. of “Scooby-Doo” 
films
9 Ship reference
10 Musical buzzer
11 Composer Stravinsky
12 Fourth-down play
13 Dates
19 Property border warning
21 The Red Sox’ Jon Lester, e.g.
26 1980s Chrysler product
27 Altered mtge.
29 Social cupfuls
31 This crossword, literally for 
some, phonetically for all
32 “Please don’t yell __”
33 Oboe, e.g.
34 Eye rudely
35 They’re found in lodes
36 Reason for a medal
38 Classic Fords
40 Last year’s frosh
41 1956 Mideast dispute area
43 J. Alfred Prufrock creator
47 Straw-strewn shelter
48 Santa __ winds
49 Shrivel
50 “A Doll’s House” playwright
52 Medicare section
53 Informal byes
54 Dollar dispensers, for short
55 Hit a Target?
56 Head of Paris?
59 Close by
61 Getting on in years
62 Big one on the set, perhaps
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
MOLE  MULE  LION  PUMA  WOLF  DEER  LYNX  BOAR
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: LOUSE  CHICK  PARLOR  STUDIO
Answer: The boxers enjoyed arguing because they — LIKED TO “SPAR”

Bulletin  Horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): The 

more you shake the tree, the more 
fruit will fall. You can be highly 
productive in the week ahead. Your 
ability to make money through hard 
work is enhanced, but your drive 
and ambition to spend money are 
powered up, too.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 
may be gripped by a pioneering 
spirit. Count on loved ones to keep 
the home fires burning while you 
bring home the bacon. Cooperate 
to the fullest in any new projects 
launched this week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): With 

sociable Venus in your sign it’s easy 
to be cheerful and carefree. Don’t 
let unpredictable people upset your 
plans. A friend or coworker might 
undermine your efforts, or group 
dynamics may put you in an awk-
ward situation this week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Seek 

the best and highest in everything 
you do. Ignore emotions and use a 
cool, rational approach when deal-
ing with financial affairs. Let your 
instincts be your guide

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take 
pride in your accomplishments. The 
things most worth having are the 
things you worked hard to get. In 
the upcoming week, examine areas 
where you’ve already been diligent 
and admit that you deserve some 
rewards.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Behave like a cheerleader and 
shake your pompoms. You might 
find that people are somewhat 
fickle about small things in the week 
ahead. However, you can cheer 
them on and support valiant efforts 
to tackle the big things.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Be 
thrifty and economical, but don’t be 
a miser. Someone may be happy to 
go “Dutch treat,” or will generously 
pick up the tab in the week ahead. 
Yet you should remember to even 
the score and repay one kindness 
with another.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
If you comply with the rules of 
social behavior in public, you can 

do whatever you want in private. 
People are more likely to approve of 
your actions if you explain them in 
advance. Share your thoughts to get 
ahead this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Make the grade by putting your 
whole heart into it. You may be 
passionate about money-making 
activities as the week unfolds. Use 
drive and ambition, as well as good 
judgment, to turn those red money 
columns black.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
In the week ahead, you can ferret 
out secrets. Solutions to business or 
financial problems can be found by 
diligently researching facts and fig-
ures. Schedule some time to enjoy 
the fruits of your labors, too.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Get started on the ground floor. 
Listen carefully to the gripes on the 
grapevine, as someone’s astute 
observations may help you solve 
a financial problem. Those in your 
inner circle are tolerant.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
There’s an abundance of good will 
in the workplace this week, so use 
it to your advantage. Sow the seeds 
of cooperation

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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