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Congratulations to Quintana Beach County Park Supervisor Patty Brinkmeyer. She won TPWD’s March 
photo contest with her photograph of pelicans on Quintana Beach.  “This is one of those photographs that 
invite you to explore it,” said Earl Nottingham, TPW magazine chief photographer and contest judge.  “I can 
almost hear the water lapping on the shore and the distant gulls. It is one of those photographs that invites 
you to explore it .” SEE MORE COUNTY PARKS NEWS INSIDE THIS ISSUE, A MONTHLY FEATURE OF THE 
BULLETIN.

Parks supervisor Brinkmeyer wins TPWS’s photo contest

WIN FREE TICKETS
Here we go again, with our biggest Ticket Give-away Contest of the year. We are planning to give 

away four tickets to each entry slip we draw randomly out of the old shoe box. There will be at least 
six winners. To enter, just fill out this form and mail to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX 
77516. Winners will be announced in the May 24 issue but drawn May 17. One entry per person.

NAME__________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________

PHONE_________________________________EMAIL__________________________________________

WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT THE BULLETIN?____________________________________________________ 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

In previous columns I have 
shared with you, dear reader, how I 
dislike cleaning out the garage and 
yard work. Now I am adding climb-
ing onto the roof as another activity 
that isn’t on the top of my list.

So, guess what I did recently? I 
climbed on the roof. I had no choice. 
Heavy rain was being forecast, 
and the wind blew the cover off my 
chimney. Without the cover, the rain 
falls into the chimney, down the 
fireplace, and into the living room. 

And if rain doesn’t fall in, some 
birds will, as they have in the past, 
and it’s a real hassle catching them 
and putting them back outside as 

my dogs try to 
help.

I had been 
looking for a 
replacement 
cover, but so far, 
no luck. So, the 
next best thing 
is to put a tarp 
over the chimney 

and tie it down with bungee cords 
until I can locate a suitable cover.

I have a high-pitched roof, which 
makes getting around on it kind of 
tricky if you are not used to walking 
on steep surfaces without holding 
on to something.

The problem is that there is not a 
whole lot on a roof to hold on to.

I give credit to those guys who 
make their living by roofing houses, 
especially the steep roofs, like mine. 

When Hurricane Ike blew away 
most of my very old roof, I got to 
see how they put the new one on. 
It was fascinating to watch about a 
dozen guys moving around on the 
roof as if they were walking on the 
ground.

That old roof peeled off as it it 
were paper. It took just a couple of 
hours to strip it all off. And all the 
time, the workers were talking to 
each other, and joking around while 
the radio was blasting.

RAMBLINGS

By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

Get this: Prisoners spend more 
time enjoying the outdoors than 
modern children.

That is the finding of a global 
survey commissioned by the “Dirt Is 
Good” Child Development Advisory 
Board in the U.K.

According to the survey, about 
75 percent of children are spend-
ing less than an hour outside on 
an average day - and 10 percent of 
children do not play outside at all.

I wish they could grow up the 
way I and millions of other kids did 
in the ‘70s.

Unlike modern kids, we didn’t 
sit inside air-conditioned homes 
playing video games and texting 
our pals.

We were out in the hills roaming, 
exploring and creating all day long. 
We collected discarded wood at 
new housing sites and built shacks. 
We dammed up the creek to go 
swimming and catch pet minnows 
and crayfish.

One summer, we built a motor-
ized go-cart with scrap items from 
a junked riding mower, a piece of 
Formica and a handful of old two-
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DUDE, THESE COPS ARE ACTING LIKE THEY’RE NOT COPS: 
A couple hauling 20 pounds of marijuana from Las Vegas to Montana 
became paranoid when they smoked some of their product, causing them to 
believe – incorrectly – that undercover cops were following them when they 
got to Idaho. So they called 911 on themselves, admitted what they were 
doing, and asked that the imaginary undercover officers be called off. “We 
tried waving them down, and that didn’t work,” the woman said.

YOU CAN ALSO HAVE MY AUTOGRAPH, OFFICER: Police 
pulled over a young man for reckless driving in Delray Beach, Fla., and 
asked him for his driver’s license. He gave them his home-made rap CD 
with his name on it.

DON’T YOU FIND ME ATTRACTIVE!? WHAP! A 51-year-old 
Charlotte, S.C., woman demanded that her husband stop watching TV and 
come have sex with her. When he refused, she became irate, first throwing 
ceramic figurines at him and then attacking him with nunchucks.

HEH HEH, THE PERFECT CRIME UNTIL ...  A man burglarized 
two businesses in North Pole, Alaska, then found -- after he loaded the 
goods into his vehicle -- that he had locked his keys inside his getaway car.

I THINK IT’S SELF-EXPLANATORY, OFFICER: Police stopped 
a woman driving erratically in Middleburg Heights, Ohio, in a car that had 
heavy front-end damage, no working headlights and only three functioning 
tires. She was riding on the rim where the front passenger side tire should 
have been. She told police that she had lost the tire at some point earlier in 
the day and refused to elaborate further.

IF AT FIRST YOU DON’T SUCCEED ...  A man was arrested for 
using his Facebook page to sell moonshine in Polk County, Fla. While he 
was in the lockup, his girlfriend used the Facebook page to sell more moon-
shine in order to raise money to bail him out. She was arrested.

I SEE A FUTURE OF CONFINEMENT: A Michigan state official was 
jailed for 32 months for embezzling $510,000 in state funds, which he spent 
on a fortune teller.

WHAT ARE WE PAYING YOU PEOPLE FOR!? A woman, who 
had been rollerblading in Wiltshire, England, called the police emergency 
number and asked that an officer come pick her up because she had come 
to a steep hill, and was unable to skate up it. Her request was declined.

Texas Adds 185,000 Jobs over past year; State unemployment rate remains at 4.3% in March
Texas added an estimated 

185,000 seasonally adjusted 
jobs over the past year. The state 
experienced job gains in two of the 
first three months of 2016. Texas’ 
seasonally adjusted unemployment 

rate maintained a 4.3 percent rate 
in March, matching the revised 4.3 
percent rate in February and con-
tinuing to trend below the national 
average of 5.0 percent.

“The Texas unemployment 

rate continues to trend below the 
national average,” said Texas 
Workforce Commission Chairman 
Andres Alcantar.  “TWC remains 
focused on working with industry 
and education partners to create 
innovative solutions to our work-
force needs around the state.”

Texas’ total nonfarm seasonally 
adjusted employment decreased 
by 12,000 jobs in March’s prelimi-
nary estimate. This comes on the 
heels of an impressive string of 11 
straight months of job growth for the 
state.

“Texas’ economic growth over 
the year is due to the resilience of 
our employers who have added 
152,300 private-sector jobs over the 
past year,” said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Employers Ruth R. 
Hughs. “Texas employers continue 
to be leaders in job creation.”

Employment in the Leisure and 
Hospitality industry increased by 
2,400 jobs in March, representing 

an increase for the 12th con-
secutive month. Over the year, this 
industry has gained 75,600 jobs. 
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Deal of the week: Affordable  
advertising that works is our 
specialty. Call (979) 849-5407 and 
see for yourself.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Age of the genious
Q. Geniuses come in all ages, 

even under 17 years old.  Can you 
cite any of the achievements of 
these youngsters?

A. In the Bronx in 1973, at the 
age of 17, DJ Kool Herc (Clive 
Campbell) mixed isolated beats with 
funk and soul albums to create the 
genre of hip-hop, then went on to 
develop a new dance style known 
as break-dancing, reports “Mental 
Floss” magazine.  

Also 17 was medical diagnostic 
pioneer Brittany Wenger, who won 
the Google Science Fair by develop-
ing and programming “a minimally 
invasive test in 2012 that can detect 
breast cancer -- with 99.11 percent 
accuracy.” 

Advocating for child victims of 
war, poverty and violence, 12-year-
old Gregory Smith was nominated 
by the Nobel Peace Prize com-
mittee, and before age 20, was 
nominated three more times.

A molecular chemistry pioneer 
at the age of 10, Clara Lazen of 
Kansas City used ball-and-stick 
models to visualize molecules, put-
ting together carbon, nitrogen and 
oxygen atoms to form tetranitratoxy-
carbon -- a new molecule -- though 
initially her fifth-grade teacher was 
unsure of it.

Once holding the record for the 

world’s highest IQ (210), Seoul 
native Kim Ung-Yong was hired by 
NASA when he was only eight.  Ten 
years later, he quit to go to college.

And, finally, genius Shakuntala 
Devi, or the “human computer,” by 
age 5 was “supporting her family 
counting cards during gambling 
games with her father in 1930s 
India.  She went on to beat a 
UNIVAC computer at calculating 
numerical roots as an adult, and set 
a world record by multiplying two 
13-digit numbers in 28 seconds.”

Money or time?
Q. Quick!  Would you rather have 

a million dollars or a million seconds 
added to your life? How about a 
billion dollars or seconds?

A. Figure it this way:  There are 
24 hours/day x 60 minutes/hour 
x 60 seconds/minute for 86,400 
seconds/day. Dividing this number 
into 1,000,000 seconds yields 11.5 
days added to your life.

Now are you ready for this?  
Since a billion is a thousand million, 
multiply the 11.5 days by a thou-
sand, and with a billion seconds, 
you’d add about 11,500 days, 
divided by 365 days/year, or a 
whopping 32 years!

Neglected venoms
Q. Doctors Without Borders 

describes it as “one of the world’s 
neglected public health emergen-

cies.”  What is it?
A. Every year venomous snakes 

kill some 200,000 people, most 
in Africa and Southeast Asia, and 
leave hundreds of thousands disfig-
ured or disabled, says Jeremy Hsu 
in “Scientific American” magazine.  
These “legless squamates” are the 
second deadliest animal,” behind 
only mosquitoes that are infamous 
for spreading malaria.  

Modernized antivenom treat-
ments would be an important first 
step toward reducing these deaths, 
but their development is “stuck 
in the 19th century because the 
field is underfunded,” says clinical 
toxicologist and herpetologist David 
Williams of the Australian Venom 
Research Unit at the University of 
Melbourne.  “To isolate compounds 
for treatment, researchers typically 
inject subtoxic levels of venom 
into animals, collect the antibodies 
formed by the immune response 
and purify the result. Antivenom 
must be tailored to an array of toxins 
across regional snake species.”

Unfortunately, leaders in the 
pharmaceutical world have ceased 
developing such antidotes, perhaps 
due to their lack of profitability. Thus 
is the world left without any univer-
sal anti-venom.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. 

Tuesday.
Our 22nd year of publishing!
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: How do I return to an online application for retirement benefits 
that I already started but didn’t finish?

A: You should have received a “Re-entry Number” when you initially 
started the application. You’ll need the “Re-entry Number” to get back into 
your application.

Follow these steps to return to your application:
1. Go back to the online application www.socialsecurity.gov/retire/

apply.html
2. On the first page of the application, click on “Return to Saved Appli-

cation Process.”
3. Enter your “Re-entry Number” and Social Security number. You will 

be able to continue completing your application.
For more information, visit www.socialsecurity.gov.
Q: What is full retirement age?
A: Full retirement age is the age at which a person may first become 

entitled to full or unreduced retirement benefits. Your full retirement age 
depends on your date of birth. For people born before 1938, it’s 65. For 
those born after 1959, it’s 67. If your birthday falls between 1938 and 
1959, your full retirement age is between 65 and 67. (The age for Medi-
care eligibility is 65, regardless of when you were born.) For more infor-
mation, go to http://www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/retire/retirechart.html.

Look for us on 
Facebook

Alvin Community College alumni 
and longtime supporters Nolan 
and Ruth Ryan were named the 
American Association of Commu-
nity College’s Alumni  of the year 
during the association’s national 
conference this week.

The baseball legend and his 
wife were recognized for their 
support and hard work with the 
college over the past several 
decades.

“We have always been proud to 

be associated with our hometown 
of Alvin and to be involved with 
Alvin Community College in many 
ways,” Nolan Ryan wrote in a 
letter accepting the award.

ACC President Dr. Christal M. 
Albrecht accepted the award at 
the AACC’s convention. 

“I am proud and honored to 
accept this award on behalf of 
Nolan and Ruth, Albrecht said. 
“They have been and continue to 
be key supporters of the college 

and its mission.” 
Nolan and Ruth attended ACC 

in the late 1960s as he pursued 
his baseball career.

“At that time, our classes were 
fairly small and our instructors 
were always willing to work with 
our schedules,” Nolan said. Nolan 
was awarded ACC’s first honorary 
Associate’s Degree in 1987.

Ruth served as an ACC trustee 
from 1997 to 2004. She also was 
a long-term board member of the 
Foundation.

Ruth was the motivating force 
behind the creation of a 2-mile jog-
ging trail and in raising the funds 
for the softball stadium. The field 
was named in her honor in 2005.

Nolan and Ruth have provided 
immense financial support through 
student scholarships and facility 
improvements.

In 1996, the Ryans donated the 
recently constructed Nolan Ryan 
Center to ACC, which is used for 
college and community events. 

It is also home to the Nolan 
Ryan Museum. Along with then- 
Gov. George W. Bush, Nolan 
Ryan announced his induction to 
the Baseball Hall of Fame at the 
museum in 1999.

Ruth was instrumental with 
the construction of the Baseball 
Locker Room, which was named 
after her father, Larry Holdroff.

The couple was also active 
with the ACC Foundation, helping 
establish the Author’s Luncheon 
and the annual Gala to raise money 
for student scholarships. Nolan 
recently participated in the Author’s 
Luncheon to discuss his book 
The Nolan Ryan Beef & Barbecue 
Cookbook: Recipes from a Texas 
Kitchen.

“Since Ruth and I both grew up in 
Alvin when it was a small town, we 
have witnessed the growth of both 
the town and the college,” Nolan 
said. “We are proud of its diversity 
and of the many ways it enriches 
the community.”

ACC President Dr. Christal M. Albrecht, center, accepts the Outstanding 
Alumni Award for Nolan and Ruth Ryan from AACC President Dr. Walter 
Bumpas, right, and AACC Board Chair Charlene Dukes.

Nolan and Ruth Ryan named AACC Outstanding Alumni
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BC’s Mathematics Bridge Academy aims to help improve skills
For some, mathematics skills 

come naturally. For others, 
however, math courses, such as 
algebra, can be among the biggest 
challenges upon entering college.

It doesn’t have to be that way. In 
fact, Brazosport College is helping 
students get a head start toward 
understanding and mastering these 
skills.

With Brazosport College’s 
summer Mathematics Bridge 
Academy, junior high and high 

school students can boost their 
study skills while learning about the 
college-going culture.

The Math Bridge Academy is 
not only perfect for students who 
already have good math skills but 
are looking to step up to the next 
level, but also for those who are 
struggling with math. 

“We use individualized study 
plans to target each student’s 
math needs and to help develop 
study and career skills in a college 

atmosphere,” said mathematics 
instructor and Math Bridge Acad-
emy Faculty Coordinator Nicole 
Tunmire. “Participants also meet 
local professionals and learn about 
career opportunities. It’s a great 
opportunity for kids of all levels to 
improve their math skills.”

Registration for the Math Bridge 
Academy is ongoing, and summer 
sessions are open to any student 
with algebra needs. Each Academy 
session is a three-week program, 
with classes from 9 a.m. to noon 
or 1 to 4 p.m. on Monday through 
Thursday.

Three sessions are available to 
choose from, with the first Acad-
emy running June 6 to June 23. 

Other Academy sessions are 
scheduled from June 27 to July 14 
and July 18 to August 4. The cost 
to attend one of the sessions is 
$30.

Students can enroll by visiting 
www.brazosport.edu/mathbridge 
and registering through Brazosport 
College Community Education. 
For more information, call (979) 
230-3130 or e-mail mathbridge@br
azosport.edu.



Page 6  THE BULLETIN   April 26, 2016     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Maintaining your integrity is 
never the wrong choice

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I think I’m about to lose my job. Several weeks ago, my boss told me to 
do something that was clearly unethical (and probably illegal), and I told him 
that as a Christian, I couldn’t do it. Was I wrong to refuse? He’s been very 
cold to me ever since. - Mrs. P.T.

A: No, you weren’t wrong to refuse to do this. Even if you end up paying 
a stiff price for your integrity, God won’t abandon you, and He will reward 
you for your faithfulness. The Bible says, “Whoever walks in integrity walks 
securely, but whoever takes crooked paths will be found out” (Proverbs 10:9).

Suppose you had gone along with what your boss wanted you to do. What 
would be the outcome? For one thing, almost certainly this would not have 
been the end; he would keep coming back to you with more and more unethi-
cal demands. In addition, if your involvement in these actions ever became 
known, your name would be dishonored, and you could even be subject to 
legal action or arrest. Never compromise your integrity for a temporary gain!

But more than this, God has called us to be salt and light in the midst of a 
corrupt and dark world. But if we fail ... if we side with the forces of corruption 
and darkness ... Satan wins instead of Christ. I often think of Jesus’ words: 
“Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Ask God to help you be the best worker you can possibly be, for His glory. 
In addition, pray for your boss, not only that he’ll realize the danger of the 
path he’s being tempted to take, but also that he’ll turn to Christ and begin to 
follow Him.

Study finds Latinos speak more English than Spanish
By Cindy Carcamo
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Fewer Latinos in the U.S. are 
speaking Spanish and a grow-
ing share only speaks English at 
home, according to findings in a 
study released recently by the Pew 
Research Center.

In the last 14 years, English 
proficiency among U.S. Latinos 
rose — largely fueled by Latino 
youth born in this country, accord-
ing to an analysis of 2014 Census 
Bureau data by the center.

Nearly half of these U.S.-born 
youth are younger than 18 and 
88 percent speak only English at 
home or speak English very well, 
according to the 2014 data. That’s 
up from 73 percent in 2000.

Among millennial Latinos 
— ages 18 to 33 — the share who 
speak only English at home or 

say they speak English very well 
rose from 59 percent to 76 percent 
during the same time.

The rise in English used by 
young Latinos is largely due to 
shifting demographics, said Mark 
Hugo Lopez, director of Hispanic 
research at the center.

“We often tend to think of 
immigrants being the main driver 
of the Hispanic population, but it’s 
actually U.S.-born Hispanics who 
are drivers of the Hispanic popula-
tion,” he said.

The number of newly arrived 
immigrants from Latin America has 
been in decline for a decade.

The study’s findings are no sur-
prise to onlookers who follow the 
history of immigration integration in 
the U.S.

Jody Agius Vallejo, an associate 
professor of sociology at the Uni-

versity of Southern California who 
studies immigrant integration, said 
the data bear out a long-standing 
phenomenon.

“The typical trend is that the 
first (generation) prefers to speak 
Spanish, the second generation is 
bilingual, and the third generation 
is generally monolingual,” she said.

The data run counter to the 
much-perpetuated narrative 
that Latinos don’t want to speak 
English and are not assimilating, 
she said.

“It is simply not true,” Vallejo 
said. “What most people don’t 
understand is that many Span-
ish speakers in the U.S. are also 
bilingual. 

So when you hear someone 
speaking Spanish that doesn’t 
mean that they don’t speak Eng-
lish.”
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By 5 p.m., the new roof was done, 
the area cleaned up, and the workers 
gone. They left a few nails behind, 
even though they swept the area 
magnetically, but I found them with 
my car tires.

As I climbed the extension ladder, 
I was thinking about how easily those 
guys made their way around on my 
roof. I was holding the tarp. The 
bungee cords were in my pocket.

Eventually I made my way up and 
almost to the chimney. So close, yet 
so far.

On the positive side, I liked the 
view up there. My yard looked really 
good from above, with shady trees 
all around it. I eventually made it to 
the high part of the roof, where the 
chimney protruded. 

To commemorate the event, I 
put the tarp down, pulled out my 
cellphone and snapped a photo of my 
wife, Sharon, looking up at me. She 
was holding Charlie, our Yorkie with a 
small body and a big mouth.

I asked her to stand there, so that 
if I slid down and hit the ground, she 
could call an ambulance.

I was holding on to the chimney 
with one hand and snapping the 
photo with the other.

The photo was important because 
I wanted to post it on Facebook, so 
that my friends could see the top of 
my house. So, the tarp had to wait 
until I posted the picture.

Yes, Facebook friends, that photo 
was posted live from my roof.

I didn’t realize how hard it is to 
wrap a tarp around a chimney with 
the wind blowing and using only one 
hand. I had to get lucky to get it in 
position, and then secure the bungee 

cord around it before it moved again.
After numerous attempts, the tarp 

was finally secure. The chimney is 
now safe from the rain.

Then the problem was, how to get 

back down ... but I managed.
As I wrote this, the rain that had 

been forecast eventually poured 
down. But the tarp worked.

Sweet success.

Climbing on my roof had its good moments, great view
(Continued from Page 1)

‘The flying nun’ convicted of DUI for twice over the limit
By Melanie Burney
Philadelphia Daily News (TNS)

PHILADELPHIA — A judge 
in Gloucester County, Pa., on 
Wednesday convicted a Philadel-
phia nun of DUI, rejecting a claim 
she had been “sleep driving” under 
the influence of medication.

“The court finds the defendant 
was under the influence of alcohol,” 
Washington Township Municipal 
Court Judge Martin Whitcraft said 
in finding Sister Kimberly A. Miller 
guilty.

The judge suspended her license 
for 90 days and fined her $257 plus 

fees.
Miller had testified she had taken 

a sleeping pill and consumed a 
glass of altar wine and had no 
recollection of the Nov. 7 crash that 
led to her arrest.

Police alleged that she was 
intoxicated, had slurred speech and 
bloodshot eyes, and was stagger-
ing when she got out of her car. At 
the time of the accident, Miller was 
wearing her blue habit and black 
veil.

Defense lawyer Jeffrey Lindy said 
he was surprised by the verdict. 
He said Miller was obviously very 

upset.
No decision has been made on 

a possible appeal, Lindy said. The 
sisters from her convent will pay the 
fine if the case is upheld, he said.

The judge dismissed four lesser 
charges against Miller at the 
request of Prosecutor Scott Burns.

Miller, 41, a librarian and theol-
ogy teacher at Little Flower High 
School for Girls in Philadelphia, was 
arrested after driving her Chevrolet 
Impala into an auto repair shop in 
Washington Township.

Her blood alcohol level was .16, 
twice the legal limit for New Jersey.
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By Carrie Mason-Draffen
Newsday (TNS)

DEAR CARRIE: I work as a cashier in a deli. Because of some drawer 
shortages, the manager called a staff meeting and said he was going to cor-
rect a $100 shortfall by taking $20 from the paychecks of the five employees 
who operate the register. Is this legal? —Made to Pay

DEAR MADE: This is a case of a supervisor who lacks a basic knowledge 
of both management and state labor laws. If his remarks are no more than a 
scare tactic, they’re a poor way to motivate employees. If he follows through 
on the threat, it would be a blatant violation of state labor laws.

Except for taxes, your employer cannot deduct anything from your pay 
without your written permission. And employers can’t legally make employ-
ees pay for mistakes. Regulations specifically cite “cash shortages.”

Here are more details from the New York State Labor Department’s 
website:

You should consider two things to address the problem: Send your man-
ager an anonymous copy of this column. And call the state Labor Depart-
ment for more information.

DEAR CARRIE: I quit my job of 29 years in January. I am 64 and plan to 
wait until age 65 or 66 to apply for Social Security benefits. Should I wait 
until then to contact Social Security, or should I get in touch with the agency 
beforehand? — Now or Later?

DEAR NOW OR LATER: Register for your personal Social Security 
account at socialsecurity.gov/myaccount and also use the agency’s Online 
Retirement Estimator at socialsecurity.gov/estimator. Since your full retire-
ment age is 66, you would receive full benefits if you waited until then to 
collect; collect before that and your benefits would be reduced.

Remedy for cash register shortage 
can’t come from employees’ pockets

HELP WANTED
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Child abduction victim Elizabeth 
Smart recently appeared at the final 
Brazosport College Foundation’s 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series 
event of the 2015-16 season.

One of the most-followed child 
abduction cases of our time, Smart 
was held prisoner for nine grueling 
months in 2002, with her captives 
threatening to kill her and her family 
if she attempted to escape.

At her appearance at Brazosport 
College, Smart spoke about this 
traumatic experience, as well as her 
life since the abduction, including 
being a strong advocate for change 
related to child abduction, recovery 
programs and national legislation. 
She is the founder of the “Elizabeth 
Smart Foundation,” and has helped 
promote The National AMBER Alert, 
The Adam Walsh Child Protection & 
Safety Act and other safety legisla-
tion to help prevent abductions.

She also signed copies of her 
book, “My Story.”

The Women’s Lecture Lun-
cheon Series is a series of events 
intended to help promote cultural 
enrichment for all women hosted by 
the Brazosport College Foundation.

This was the last of three 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series events this season. Previ-
ous speakers during the 2015-16 
season were astronaut Chris Cas-
sidy and Boston Marathon bombing 
survivor Rebekah Gregory.

Tickets for next season’s 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series 
are available. Speakers will include 
legal scholar Jonathan Turley, 
1994 Rwandan Holocaust survivor 
Immaculèe Ilibagiza and actress 
Linda Evans. For more informa-
tion or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.brazosport.edu/foundation or 
call (979) 230-3234.

Elizabeth Smart speaks at BC Luncheon

Child abduction victim Elizabeth Smart recently spoke at a Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series event at the 
Dow Academic Center at Brazosport College. Pictured are, from left, Women’s Lecture Luncheon Committee 
Chair Barbara Monical; Brazosport College President Dr. Millicent Valek; Elizabeth Smart; Brazosport College 
Vice President, College Advancement Serena Andrews; Brazosport College Foundation Development Officer 
Kristen Schwertner; and Women’s Lecture Luncheon committee member Anita Rau.



Page 12  THE BULLETIN   April 26, 2016  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com



Please let our 
advertisers know 
that you saw their 

ads in The Bulletin!

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 26, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 13
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

by-fours. Despite having no brakes, 
it had plenty of power and was one 
of the great engineering feats in my 
neighborhood’s history.

As soon as the spring weather 
broke, we were on our bikes trying 
to rack up mileage on our speedom-
eters. Our mothers allowed us to ride 
to South Park, as long as we kept 

within 5 miles of home - though we’d 
ride 20 miles or more until exhaustion 
finally set in.

Jumping our bikes off warped 
plywood platforms also was a favorite 
pastime. We took our bikes to the top 
of Marilynn Drive - a hill so steep it 
may as well have been a cliff - and 
pedaled like mad as we turned left on 
Janet Drive and hit until lift-off.

The typical bike jumper was cov-
ered with scrapes and bruises. When 
a kid went down especially hard, 
a mother in a station wagon would 
arrive, the moaning kid would be 
loaded in the back, next to his bike, 
and off he’d go to St. Clair Hospital 
for stitches or a cast.

Sure, we got into some occasional 
mischief, but nothing too bad. I 
sometimes plucked pears off a tree 
by Horning Road and whipped them 
at cars. Every now and then, a car 
would screech to a stop and an irate 
man would chase us. We’d duck into 
a 5-foot-wide creek conduit that sat 
15 feet under the neighborhood.

You haven’t experienced adrena-
line until you’ve run through a 
pitch-black creek drain while adult 
footsteps are splashing right behind 
you.

In any event, it turns out that 
the action-packed ‘70s childhood I 
experienced outdoors was very good 
for me because it unleashed all five 
senses.

“We don’t yet know why it hap-
pens, but when all five of a child’s 
senses come alive, a child is at 
an optimum state of learning, and 
creative and cognitive functioning go 
way up,” said journalist Richard Louv, 
author of “Last Child in the Woods.”

Louv said that the consequences 
of withdrawing a child from nature 
are not good. Kids lose their sense 
of being rooted in the world. They’re 
more likely to experience stress, 
hyperactivity, attention-deficit disorder 
and other modern maladies.

Sir Ken Robinson, a leading expert 
in education, creativity and human 
development and chairman of the Dirt 
is Good board, concurs.

“Academic research shows that 
active play is the natural and primary 
way that children learn,” he said in a 
board press release. “It is essential 
to their healthy growth and progress, 
particularly during periods of rapid 
brain development.”

Hey, spring has arrived. A little dirt 
could do all of us some good, but 
especially our kids.

©2015 Tom Purcell. 

Hey kids, dirt is better for you than sitting inside, texting
(Continued from Page 1)

How’s this for openers?
The Thunder won its postseason opener by 38, the Heat and Spurs 

romped by 32, and the Warriors rolled by 26, putting the average winning 
margin for the eight Game 1s at 20.5 points. Looks like they scheduled the 
NBA playoffs — and a UConn women’s tournament run broke out.

On spin cycle
Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera and France’s Televisions Stade 

2, using thermal cameras, claimed that seven professional cyclists used 
hidden motors during two races in Italy last month. Coincidence? Final 
instructions at this year’s Tour de France are “Gentlemen, don’t start your 
engines.”

Injury of Week
Diamondbacks pitcher Shelby Miller had to leave Saturday’s game 

against the Padres after he cut both knuckles on his index finger — the 
result of dragging his hand on the mound during his follow-through. 
Scratched from the lineup? No kidding.

Johnny Deep
Nationals slugger Bryce Harper hit a home run into the bullpen bath-

room at Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia. That’s putting the going in 
going, going, gone.

Headline at SportsPickle.com: “Steph Curry to just shoot full-
court shots to limit running on his injured ankle.”
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Join in the fun with the Sixth 
Annual Fishing Tournament at 
San Luis Pass County Park.  
Sign-in begins at noon on Thurs-
day, May 19.  Final weigh-in is 9 
a.m. Sunday, May 22. Fish from 
a boat or from the bank – what-
ever suits you best.  All fishing 
regulations apply.  

No entry fee required, but the 
tournament is open only to regis-
tered campers at San Luis Pass 
County Park.  For information or 
reservations, call San Luis Pass 
County Park at (979) 233-6026.  

Bragging rights are up for 
grabs!

San Luis park plans fishing tourney

Brazoria County’s beaches are in great shape for the spring crowds!  
Claim your bragging rights, and be one of the first to visit this season.  
This photo is by Parks Director Bryan Frazier, taken on Follett’s Beach.

Follett’s Beach ready for summer

Precinct 1 crews again come to the rescue at the CR 849 boat ramp on 
the Brazos River.  For the third time in 12 months, they’ve brought out 
their heavy equipment to clear the public boat ramp of heavy river silt 
deposited by flooding.  

Pct. 1 crews clear boat ramp debris

Kids have lots of fun at Nature Camp

Nature camp is scheduled June 13-16. See story on next page on how to 
sign up. Pre-registration is required.
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Schedule of events
Thursday, May 5, 10:30 a.m. – Story Time at Quintana Beach County 

Park. Beach/Ocean-themed story and associated craft for preschoolers.  
Each session will be different. Some sessions will feature live creatures.  For 
more information, contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461.

Thursday, May 12, 10:30 a.m. – Story Time at Quintana Beach County 
Park. Beach/Ocean-themed Story and associated craft for preschoolers.  
Each session will be different. Some sessions will feature live creatures.  For 
more information, contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461.

Thursday, May 19, 10:30 a.m. – Story Time at Quintana Beach County 
Park.  Beach/Ocean-themed story and associated craft for preschoolers.  
Each session will be different. Some sessions will feature live creatures.  
Contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461.

Thursday, May 19-22 – Sixth Annual Fishing Tournament at San Luis 
Pass County Park.  Starts at noon on Thursday and runs through 9 a.m. on 
Sunday. Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call San 
Luis Pass County Park at (979) 233-6026.

Saturdays, (TBA) June – August, 10-11:30 a.m. - Searching for Sea 
Life at Quintana Beach County Park.  Help park rangers drag the seine (net) 
through the surf and discover sea life native to the Gulf of Mexico. Open 
to the public. Program dates subject to weather and surf conditions.  For 
information, contact the park at (979) 233-1461.

Monday-Thursday, June 13-16, 9 a.m. - noon - Nature Camp at Camp 
Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming with the Bra-
zoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; limited space 
available.  Pre-registration required.  For information or to register, call (979) 
864-1541.

Sunday, 26 June, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Basic Field Archery at Camp Mohawk 
County Park.  Learn the basics of field archery with instructor Marvin Hall.  
All equipment provided.  Space is limited. To pre-register, contact Camp 
Mohawk County Park at (281) 581-2319.

Small Watercraft Club – Join the fun as we learn about canoes and 
kayaks. From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local water-
ways, this growing club is a good fit for family activity and learning. Dates, 
times, and locations vary by season. For information call (979) 864-1541.

Quintana Beach County Park 
introduces a new program for 
preschool-aged children this May.  

“Story Time” features the read-
ing of an ocean/beach-themed 
book, an associated craft, and 
interaction with live sea crea-
tures.  This program provides 
fun, hands-on learning to begin 
your little one’s love of nature and 
adventure.
Program dates are Thursdays, 
May 5, 12, and 19; start time is 
10:30 a.m.  Each session will be 
different; come see them all! 

Story Time is geared to children 
2-5 years of age.  For more 
information, contact Park Manager 
Patty Brinkmeyer at (979) 233-
1461.

Quintana beach 
park story time

Nature camp registration under way
Nature Camp is a fun and edu-

cational day camp for children ages 
7-12, hosted by the Brazoria County 
Parks Department with lots of help 
from the Cradle of Texas Master 
Naturalists.  

The camp will take place at Camp 
Mohawk County Park, nestled 
among the pine trees along Choco-
late Bayou near Alvin.  

Hands-on activities are con-
ducted by 
the Master 
Natural-
ists, who 
are expert 
at bringing 
together 
fun and 
informative 
sessions to 
entertain 
and educate 
inquisitive 
youngsters.  

Nature Camp is 9 a.m. - noon 
from June 13 through 16. This 
half-day camp takes full advantage 
of cooler summer mornings - before 
temperatures make outdoor activi-
ties uncomfortable.  

At a cost of only $30 per child, 
Nature Camp is an affordable option 
for almost every family.  

All programming is centered on 
nature studies and environmental 

stewardship and involves both infor-
mation and hands-on activity.

Children will learn about birds, 
habitat, and fly-ways; they will 
experience the diversity of insect life 
and the wonder of aquatic habitats 
by actually capturing and examin-
ing the tiny creatures sharing their 
world. Reptiles are a special and 
very popular subject, as is a hike 
along the park’s trail system, where 

guides 
introduce 
campers to 
various local 
species of 
trees and 
vegetation.  

While 
not a truly 
‘nature’ sub-
ject, basic 
archery 
instruction is 
provided as 

both a fun activity and an introduc-
tion to the mental and physical disci-
pline essential to many pursuits.  

Nature Camp is both fun and 
informative. Space is limited to only 
30 participants - pre-registration is 
required.  

For information, or to register, 
call (979) 864-1541, or e-mail 
jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

Registration closes on June 1.
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Did you know?

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Multitasking is linked to increased cortisol production, a stress hormone 
that leaves us feeling tired when we need energy to concentrate.

• Those who multitask while performing brain-intensive tasks demonstrate 
IQ drops similar to people who are sleep-deprived or smoke marijuana.

• Studies find that women in office romance contexts attract more 
assumptions and gossip that they are using sex to get ahead than men.

• A 31-year-old Monaco woman ended up in the hospital with arrhythmia 
and fainting spells after drinking Coke instead of water for 16 years.

• Drinking 600 ml of soda a day ages a person at nearly the same rate as 
smoking.



Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Shower alternative
11 Hollow
15 “The Man Who Knew Too Much” 
(1934) actor
16 NASA unit
17 Correct
18 Pigmented layer
19 Takeout menu eponym
20 Smartens (up)
21 1954 Detroit Auto Show unveiling

22 Battery, e.g.
23 Ride and Brown
24 Maker of Neo soft drinks
27 Capital NNE of Rome
29 Prayer opening
30 Feelers
33 Noggin
34 Chain with a red cowboy hat logo
35 __ Raven: Baltimore neighbor-
hood
36 Square shooter?

38 Very small
39 Sequoia Park Zoo home
40 Teaching model
41 Actress who starred in two Hitch-
cock films
43 Jerk
44 Garibaldi’s wife
45 Tons
47 “Criminal Minds” network
50 Spanish address
51 Pointer’s cry
53 When the ghost of Hamlet’s 
father first appears
54 Nanny’s service
55 Fund-raising suffix
56 What “D” may mean, monetarily

DOWN
1 Tough __
2 They may be filled from wells
3 Mort Walker dog
4 Bk. about the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem’s walls
5 Aged
6 Where Mark Twain married Olivia 
Langdon
7 Amplify
8 “A-Hunting We Will Go” songwriter
9 Marne modifier
10 “Yo!”
11 Mouse action
12 Metal-bending aid
13 Distrustful
14 “Tarnation!”
21 Fictional house “built according 
to no architectural plan whatever”
22 Hitchcock thriller set in East 
Germany
23 Friday et al.: Abbr.
24 Name in Virginia politics
25 Singer Laine
26 Gently convinced about
27 Barking horse relative
28 “The Cherry Orchard” daughter
30 Go a long way
31 Neutral color
32 Look for a good deal
34 “Yes!”
37 Region
38 Ginormous
40 “___ X”
41 Charged
42 Methuselah’s father
43 Comedian Smirnoff
45 Acoustical unit
46 Columbia Pictures co-founder 
Harry
47 Masala __: Indian beverage
48 Building with big doors
49 Proof mark
51 Top
52 “__ Underground”: cult film 
showcase
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
EMU  DUCK  HAWK  DOVE  CROW  EAGLE  STORK  GOOSE
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: BRIAR  GRAVE  KILLER  ADVICE
Answer: What he awaited when he won the marathon by a large margin -- A RIVAL ARRIVAL

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You believe the sun 
will rise even in the dead of night. In the week ahead 
you will have faith in your partner, your lover, or your 
friends even when a relationship is unpredictable or 
temporarily seems to be out of steam.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Make your way like 
a famous mild mannered reporter in the week ahead. 
People may be more impressed with your demonstra-
tion of perfect courtesy and attention to duty than your 
sparkling social skills.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Wishes may not be 
granted if you take people and things for granted. To 
appear tolerant and agreeable you might let someone 
get away with much too much in the week ahead. Be 
miserly with the benefit of the doubt.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Join forces with 
others for the best results. In the upcoming week 
when you have a major task to perform call on a 
friend to get the show on the road. Someone else 
may have the willpower and aplomb make ideas a 
reality.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’ve heard about the 
leopard and his spots. Those spots seldom change, 
so don’t try to change him. Someone you know might 
act impulsively this week and clash with your precon-
ceived notions of what is proper.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You may be blessed 
by having the biggest plate at the salad bar of life. In 
the week ahead you can enjoy the fruits of your labors 
as well as the appreciation other kindhearted individu-

als. Avoid making extravagant gestures.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Too many restrictions can 

lead to rebellion. In the week ahead you may be riled 
up by restless need for a more exciting social life. Major 
accomplishments are possible if you have the wisdom to 
ignore passing distractions.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Try to work within the 
parameters and color inside the lines. A flamboyant style 
will not help you get ahead this week. Roll up your shirt 
sleeves and finish up whatever you start. Casual com-
ments could be criticized.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Set your personal 
bar as high as possible and exceed the expectations of 
others. By pleasing yourself first you may bring pleasure 
for others in the week ahead. Accept your mistakes and 
vow to do better next time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The achievement of 
your ambitions requires hard work and persistence. A 
quick fix can cause more damage than good. If it seems 
that a change is needed in the week ahead take your time 
to consider all angles.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Impulsive purchases 
appeal to packrats. In the week ahead you might be 
attracted to unique things that quickly lose your interest. 
Loved ones can remind you that you are immersed in too 
much of a good thing.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You are filled with sincer-
ity and want to offer assurances. Be aware that even 
if you have the best of intentions that something could 
change the situation in the week to come. Don’t get stuck 

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 25: ON THIS DATE 
in 1859, ground was broken for 
construction of the Suez Canal. In 
1945 during World War II, U.S. and 
Soviet forces linked up on the Elbe 
River in Germany.

April 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1607, an expedition of colonists 
went ashore in Virginia to establish 
the first permanent English settle-
ment in the Western Hemisphere. 
In 1986, the world’s worst nuclear 
accident occurred at the Chernobyl 
power plant in Ukraine, killing 31 
people and spewing radiation 
across the countryside, sickening 
thousands - many of whom later 
died of leukemia or other diseases.

April 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, West Virginia seceded from 
Virginia after Virginia had seceded 
from United States. In 1937, the 
nation’s first Social Security checks 
were distributed.

April 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, sailors on the British ship 

HMS Bounty mutinied in the Pacific, 
setting the captain and several 
other officers adrift. In 1914, Willis 
Carrier patented his air conditioner.

April 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1429, teenage peasant Joan of Arc 
led French troops to victory over 
the English. In 1975, the last U.S. 
forces pulled out of South Vietnam.

April 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1789, George Washington took 
office as the first president of the 
United States. In 1945, as Rus-
sian troops approached his Berlin 
bunker, German dictator Adolf Hitler 
committed suicide along with his 
wife of one day, Eva Braun.

May 1: ON THIS DATE in 
1844, Samuel Morse sent the first 
telegraph message. In 1960, the 
Soviet Union shot down a high-
flying American U-2 reconnaissance 
plane and captured its pilot, Francis 
Gary Powers. He later was returned 
to the United States in exchange for 
the release of a Soviet spy.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1965, U.S. 
Marines invaded the Dominican 
Republic in the Caribbean to quell 
unrest.

This week’s question: In 
1970, National Guardsmen shot 
four students to death during anti-
war protests at what Midwestern 
university?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Did you know?
• You were able to get a hot dog 

topped with flakes of real gold at 
the Super Bowl stadium on game 
day for $12.

• Research shows that long-toed 
individuals use more energy to run 
the same distance as short-toed 
people.

• Hooters sells more than 2 
million wings across its more than 
300 U.S. locations on Super Bowl 
Sunday.

• The sun shines at daytime.
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Angleton City Council candidates discuss visions, city’s future at chamber of commerce luncheon
By Sharon Toth
Publisher

All three Angleton City Council 
candidates for Position 5, currently 
held by Roger Collins, want to 
attract more business to the city, 
they told an audience at a recent 
Angleton Chamber of Commerce 
network luncheon, and they say 
commercial growth should enable 
the city to have a tax cut.

Cody Vasut, 28, an associate 
attorney for Baker & Hostetler LLP 
of Houston in oil and gas litigation, 
said he is ready to to serve on the 
Council because has the education 
and ability to do the job as he has 
the legal and business experience 
needed. The Angleton High School 
graduate’s education includes a 
Bachelor of Business Administration 
and Master of Science in Manage-
ment from Texas A&M and Doctor 
of Jurisprudence from University 
of Houston Law Center, where he 
graduated summa cum laude and 
as Valedictorian.

Mr. Vasut said he can handle 
legal and people issues, including 
analyzing contracts, and he is pro-
business.

“I’ve heard it’s difficult to do busi-
ness in Angleton - I don’t know why 
- but I want to study that, and he 
suggested an anonymous survey 
for developers and businesses 

might be a tool to use.
 “Angleton is poised for growth, 

and I want to make it so it is attrac-
tive and ready,” he said. “I want to 
bring the tax rate down so that it 
is attractive to business to come 
down here, and I want to have the 
infrastructure to accommodate it.”

When asked later how he would 
cut the tax rate, he said that 
has not identified any particular 
programs and that he wants to see 
the baseline. He said if property 
appraisals go up four percent, for 
example, and the Council is able to 
keep the city budget to 3 percent, 
then the Council would be able to 
lower the tax rate and not have to 
cut anything.

 “My goal is to increase the 
budget less than the increase in 
the property value, and we can do 
it without cutting jobs or programs,” 
he said. He also would like to have 
prayers before Council meetings.

John Wright, 37, holds a Busi-
ness degree from the University 
of Houston, is a comptroller for a 
multi-national company, an active 
Scoutmaster, and served three 
terms on the Angleton City Council 
beginning in 2007 before stepping 
down in 2013 due to term limits. He 
voted against a tax increase during 
that time, he said, and he since has 
remained active on various boards 

and committees.
Mr. Wright said he has asked 

builders what they need (to come 
to Angleton) and was told “we (the 
city) need to review ordinances.”

He said the Council will let 
businesspeople run their business, 
and Council should make sure the 
streets are good and water and 
sewer are working. He said shop-
ping locally is important because it 
helps to fund improvements, such 
as the streets. He concurred with 
Mr. Vasut about property taxes 
and tax cuts. “It’s going to help us 

lower taxes,” he said in regard to 
increased property tax revenues. 
He said residential growth will not 
help as much as commercial and 
industrial businesses locating in 
the city. Examples given were the 
Love’s Travel Center and new 
Kubota dealership coming to town. 
Mr. Wright suggested that City 
Council hold town hall meetings 
twice a year on Saturdays so that it 
could get more feedback.

Larry Shaeffer, 71, is retired from 
NASA and has a degree in electron-
ics and communications technology 

from University of Houston. It is the 
seventh time Mr. Shaeffer has run 
for City Council. 

He largely dwelled on the empty 
storefronts in town. “If we get the 
storefronts occupied,” it’s a win-win 
situation,” he told the audience. 
“If we want the businesses here, 
we’ve got to attract them.” He said 
city codes and ordinances are “way 
too difficult and inconsistent.” While 
Shaeffer has been a lone wolf in the 
past about this idea, the other two 
candidates echoed that philosophy 
to some degree.

1. Who introduced the band Run the Jewels (via video message) 
before their recent performance at the Coachella music festival? A. Hill-
ary Clinton; B. Bernie Sanders; C. John Kasich; D. Donald Trump.

2. Lawmakers in which South American country recently voted to 
impeach their president? A. Brazil; B. Venezuela; C. Uruguay; D. Argen-
tina.

3. Who wore sunglasses when casting a vote in the New York 
primary? A. Hillary Clinton; B. Bill Clinton; C. Melania Trump; D. Woody 
Allen.

4. Where was Bernie Sanders the night of the New York primary? A. 
Brooklyn; B. Manhattan; C. Pennsylvania; D. Moscow.

5. Donald Trump made an effort in 2014 to buy which NFL franchise? 
(His bid was not successful.) A. New York Jets; B. New York Giants; C. 
Philadelphia Eagles; D. Buffalo Bills

ANSWERS: 1. B; 2. A; 3. C; 4. C; 5. D

Tribune-Bulletin weekly politics quiz

Did you know?
• During WWII, more people died manufacturing V-2 Rockets than were 

killed by its use.
• Mathematicians have shown that calculus can be taught to kids as 

young as five years old.
• People in the states of losing Super Bowl teams request smartphone 

repairs almost 200% more the day after the game than on an average 
day.



Page 20  THE BULLETIN  April 26, 2016    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

HEALTH AND HOME
Organ donation: Powerful decision that saves lives
By Stephanie Stewart
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Someone you are related to, 
someone you work with or some-
one you know may be waiting for an 
organ transplant. According to the 
United Network for Organ Sharing, 
more than 123,000 people currently 
need lifesaving organ transplants. 
And, although there have been 
advances in medical technology 
and donations, the demand for 
organ, eye and tissue donation 
still greatly exceeds the number of 
donors.

I see how these numbers impact 
people — patients and their families 
— almost every day.

Patients in need of a transplant 

remain hopeful. Their families think 
about and pray every day for an 
organ to become available to help 
save their loved one.

I have spent 10 years helping 
people who are waiting for a kidney 
transplant, and seeing the gift of an 
organ donor still leaves me speech-
less. Families of the organ recipient 
always ask for ideas and sugges-
tions for how they can express their 
never-ending thanks for the gift so 
freely given.

Yet, despite best intentions 
and the widespread availability of 
factual information, inaccuracies 
and misinformation about organ 
donation persist. Anyone can be a 
potential donor, regardless of age, 

race or medical history. All major 
religions in the U.S. support organ, 
eye and tissue donation. There is 
no cost to the donor or their family 
for organ or tissue donation.

The decision to be an organ and 
tissue donor is a powerful one. I 
often hear from donor families that 
their loved one’s donation was the 
one positive thing that came out of 
a terrible tragedy. Many families say 
that knowing their loved one helped 
save and heal lives gave them 
great comfort and strength during 
their time of grief.

Many resources are available for 
people considering the life-giving 
gift of organ donation. In my view, 
one of the best is mayoclinic.org, 
where you can search for facts 
about organ donation, transplant 
surgery and the latest innovations 
in organ transplantation.

Another good resource is Life-
Source, a nonprofit organization 
serving people across Minnesota, 
North Dakota, South Dakota and 
parts of Wisconsin. They work with 
hospitals and other community part-
ners to support donor families and 
encourage people to register as 
donors. For more information about 
LifeSource, you can reach them at 
life-source.org or 1-888-5-DONATE 
(toll-free).

I strongly urge you and your 
family members to discuss this 
important topic and consider saving 
lives. Become an organ donor.

Stephanie Stewart, a trained and 
licensed social worker and opera-
tions administrator at Mayo Clinic 
Health System in Mankato, Minn., 
shares her experience with organ 
donations.

Don’t plant these trees in your yard
By Brent Glasgow
Angie’s List (TNS)

Planting trees can spruce up your home landscape, but choosing the 
wrong tree can cause some major headaches. Here are five species you 
might want to avoid when planting a tree:

1. Black walnut tree: Black walnuts are often grown for their shade 
and edible nuts, but their buds, roots and nut hulls release significant 
levels of juglone, a chemical that robs sensitive plants of needed energy.

2. Bradford pear tree: The Bradford pear tree is sensitive to leaf 
scorch and fire blight, but branch splitting remains the biggest problem. 
Bradford pears are top heavy and have a v-shaped crotch, which makes 
them prone to splitting. It’s not uncommon for the Bradford pear tree to 
split in half, especially during severe weather.

3. Ash tree: The ash tree is a target of the emerald ash borer (EAB), a 
beetle once native to East Asia. Initially found in Michigan in 2002, EABs 
likely arrived via packing materials made of ash wood. 

4. Ginkgo tree: The problem comes in late fall, when female trees pro-
duce a putrid-smelling “fruit,” which sticks to shoes and can get tracked 
indoors. 

5. Sweetgum tree: There are many ways the “gumballs” might cause 
injury. You can slip and land on them as they roll. Shot out of a lawn-
mower, they become a hazardous projectile. 

Did you know?
• Most of the organs that are 

available come from deceased 
donors. When you fill out an organ 
donor card with your driver’s 
license, you’re agreeing to donate 
all or some of your organs if you die.

• For organ donation after death, 
a medical assessment will be done 
to determine what organs can be 
donated. Certain conditions, such 
as having HIV, actively spreading 
cancer, or severe infection would 
exclude organ donation.


