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For those residents who are 
confused about what is accepted 
for recycling, so just don’t do it, 
here’s a reminder on how you 
can cut down on the amount 
of garbage being buried in our 
landfills and turn your trash into 
new products, which also saves 
our natural resources.

In the City of ANGLETON, 
residents don’t have an excuse 
not to recycle because the blue 
recycling bags are available at 
no cost at the city hall, a service 
originally funded by Dow. It 
takes the same amount of time 
to throw trash in a garbage can 
or bag as it does a recycling 
bag. Then you just put your 
recycling bags out at the front of 
the yard, or where you normally 

put your garbage cans or bags on 
the recycling pick-up day for your 
street or neighborhood. For those 
days, call city hall with your address 
information at (979) 849-4364.

Very little is not accepted. Plastic 
bags, glass and plastic #6 go in the 
trash instead of blue bags.

ALL OTHER PLASTICS, numbers 
1-5 and number 7, ARE RECY-
CLABLE. Look at the bottom or 
base of a plastic container. If it has 
any number other than a 6, it can go 
in a blue bag. There will be a small 
triangle, or recycling logo, around 
the number to inform you to which 
plastic class the item belongs.

 METALS: ALUMINUM, TIN and 
STEEL - including METAL CANS 
AND LIDS - and STEEL, can be re-
used by manufacturers, saving you 

money on your purchase price 
for containers for foods and other 
items.   

Then there’s PAPER. Unless 
there’s private information on it 
and you would like to shred it first, 
put all that junk mail in the blue 
bag, as well as your old newspa-
pers - after you read them first, of 
course! - CARDBOARD, PHONE 
BOOKS, OFFICE PAPER (again, 
not confidential unless shredded), 
and MAGAZINES are accepted.

If you throw something in that 
isn’t accepted, it will be removed 
in the sorting process, so don’t 
be afraid to start recycling just 
because of that, but hopefully this 
list will make it a little clearer how 
you can get started. 

The Good Earth

In many cities it is easy to recycle

Earth Day is on April 22,
but every day

should be an Earth Day

Special Earth Day Pages
inside this issue

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

We were watching the Astros 
play the Indians at Minute Maid 
Park on a cloudy Thursday after-
noon. It was a special occasion 
because there was only the two 
of us – daughter Stephanie, and I.

When we go to a game, it’s 
usually a 
big group 
– brothers/
sister, mom, 
dad, perhaps 
other family, 
and friends. 
But this time 
it was just the 
two of us, and 

Stephanie even volunteered to 
drive.

That’s a big plus, because I 
hate driving in Houston traffic. I 
do it when I have to, but I prefer 
the open space of a Farm-to-
Market road, where all I can see 
ahead are trees, pasture and 
pavement.

How could I resist such an offer 
–  free tickets, free ride, one-on-
one time with daughter for an 
entire afternoon? She only had 
two tickets; that’s why her mom 
didn’t go.

We have not been to a ball-
game, just the two of us, since 
she stopped playing softball. 
Those were some crazy week-
ends for us, with 8 a.m. games 
and 9 p.m. games, attended and 
played in rain, freezing cold and 
suffocating heat. There were 
games in good weather also, but I 
tend to better remember the ones 
when we were suffering.

I don’t know how she ever 
functioned on that field on days 
when I was shivering in the 

RAMBLINGS

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum will celebrate A Night 
Amongst the Stars at the 19th 
Annual Father of Texas Awards 
Banquet. 

To be held on Saturday, April 25 
at 6 p.m., the Awards banquet will 
feature a cocktail reception, dinner 
catered by On the River, and a 
silent auction that includes airline 
tickets, Disney passes, and more.

Three outstanding community 
members will be recognized for 
their contributions in the respec-
tive areas of leadership, pioneer 
spirit, and literature: E.J. “Joe” 
King, Dr. Richard Hardoin, and 
Margaret Lewis Furse. 

Help celebrate their achieve-
ments as well as contributions to 
our community by attending the 
Museum’s annual fundraiser.

Tickets are $60 each or a 
sponsorship table for eight begins 
at $600. Proceeds from this year’s 
awards banquet will support the 
Museum’s mission to provide 
continued collection care, present 
compelling exhibitions, and inno-
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WELL, I AM FEELING A LOT BETTER NOW: After a couple of medio-
cre dates, a woman in Somerset, England, decided not to continue with 
the guy. But, afraid of confrontation, she decided to end the relationship 
by faking her own death. She had her sister send him a text saying she 
had died. But, when he noticed that that she subsequently updated her 
online dating profile, she sent her a note berating her.

AND YOU WONDER WHY YOU’RE NOT WELCOME HERE: A 
man, who tried to rob a betting parlor in Devon, England, was arrested 
because he wrote his robbery note on the back of the letter that the busi-
ness had sent him banning him from the premises.

WILDEST BIRTHDAY EVER: More than two dozen people were 
arrested at a hotel in Klang, Malaysia, after a birthday party turned into 
a drug-fueled orgy. The police involvement was the result of a noise 
complaint.

WAIT, IS THAT YOU, BOB? A masked man stormed into a Colorado 
convenience store to rob the place, but suddenly realized that he knew 
the cashier on duty. After admitting his intention of robbery, he asked the 
cashier if he recognized him. The cashier said, “no,” so the guy have him 
a thumbs-up, left, and robbed another convenience store nearby.

WHATCHA’ GOT THERE, BUDDY? A man stole a 30-inch, flat-screen 
television set off the wall of a business in Aberdeen, Wash. He was 
caught when police saw him in an alley less than a block away trying to 
keep the TV hidden under his coat.

WHERE ARE YOU GOING, MOMMY? MOMMY!? A woman led police 
on a high-speed chase in Beloit, Wisc., refusing to surrender to them 
because there was a warrant out for her arrest due to a probation viola-
tion. After about a mile, she abandoned her minivan and ran away. The 
thing is, she left her two children behind in the vehicle.

HELP WANTED
FULL TIME WELDING MACHINE REPAIR TECHNICIAN – To support 
our welder repair department by troubleshooting and repairing all 
types and brands of welding equipment, including but not limited 
to preventative maintenance and warranty repairs. This position 
operates in a multi-tasking environment with strong pressures to meet 
deadlines. Strong electrical and/or mechanical background a plus 
with ability to read wiring diagrams and schematics. A clean driving 
record is a must.  Email resume to Karen@k2performance.com.

The City of Brazoria is having a 
Spring Cleanup on Saturday, April 
25 from 8 a.m. to 2 pm.  Bring all 
your junk to the drop-off site at the 
Brazoria City Barn and Service 
Center on 301 East Texas Avenue.  
Accepted will be old furniture, appli-

ances, and old car batteries for free.  
The only charge is for old car tires 
and old truck tires.

 Take your water bill as proof of 
residency.  Recycle items that are 
accepted are newspapers, alumi-
num cans, cardboard, plastic bot-

tles.  NO GLASS.  We cannot take 
hazardous oil base paint or drums 
of any kind nor propane bottles/car 
oil and filters. This cleanup is spon-
sored by Waste Connections, City of 
Brazoria, Brazoria Heritage Founda-
tion and the Brazoria Lions Club.  
For more information, please call 
(979) 248-1150 or (979) 236-0241.

Spring Cleanup is scheduled in Brazoria on Saturday

“I wonder who has been sending me 
all this spam about tunafish?”
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Body language
Q.  As one psychologist put it, 

without your body, you’re nobody.  
And without the human body, the 
English language would lose some 
of its color and richness.  Can you 
name the body part and meaning 
related to the following, from Anu 
Garg’s “A.Word.A.Day” web site:  
“cordate,” “amanuensis,” “impedi-
menta” and “spleen.”

A.  Simply put, “cordate,” from 
the Latin for “heart,” means “heart-
shaped,” as in “The cordate leaves 
were large and broad and ended in 
a single point”  (Yann Mertel in “Life 
of Pi”).  “Amanuensis” (uh-man-
you-EN-sis), from Latin “manus” 
for “hand,” means “a person who 
takes dictation or copies manu-
scripts.”  “Impedimenta” is defined 
as “baggage, supplies or equipment 
related to an activity or expedition, 
especially when regarded as slow-
ing one’s progress.”  It derives from 
“ped” for “foot,” which also gives 
us “pedal,” “podium”, “octopus,” 
“impede,” “expediency,” and more.

Finally, “spleen,” an abdomi-
nal organ that cleans blood, has 
historical roots in the belief that four 
humors controlled human behavior 
and that an excess of black bile 
secreted by the spleen resulted in 
melancholy or ill humor.  Hence its 

meaning of “bad temper.”

Sports nut trivia
Q.  Sports trivia nuts, what’s the 

average lifespan of an NHL hockey 
puck, what do ice-skaters skate on, 
how many rotations does a pitched 
knuckleball make enroute to home 
plate, and where did the golfer’s 
warning cry of “Fore!” originate?

A.  It’s seven short minutes for the 
life of hockey pucks, which either 
fly into the stands or are removed 
because friction warms them up too 
much, causing them to start bounc-
ing on the ice, say Harry Bright 
and Jakob Anser in “That’s a Fact, 
Jack!”  “Game pucks -- chilled to -10 
degrees F -- are kept in a freezer in 
the penalty box.” 

Did you know that ice-skaters 
skate on water, not ice, because 
at 32 degrees F, ice has a liquid 
surface barely a few millionths of an 
inch thick.  “Below -31 degrees F, 
the liquid layer becomes so thin that 
a skater’s blades would stick rather 
than glide across the ice.”

Ideally, the “knuckleball” should 
complete less than a single rotation 
on its way to the plate.  The pitch’s 
dancing erraticisms are due to the 
air molecules pushing differently 
on the ball’s seams and smooth 
surfaces.  

Finally, the “Fore!” in golf owes 

credit to the English military:  “Back 
when soldiers fired rifles in lines, the 
command  ‘Beware before!’ was a 
signal for the front line to kneel or 
risk getting their heads blown off.”

Male aroma and pain
Q.  A puzzling situation:  When 

students of neuroscientist Jeffrey 
Mogil were investigating how the 
presence of a human researcher 
affected a lab mouse’s pain 
response, they found that some-
times someone’s presence reduced 
the pain, other times it made no dif-
ference.  “Something fishy” seemed 
to be going on.  What was it?

A.  When the students re-evalu-
ated their data controlling for the 
researcher’s gender, they dis-
covered that the mice exhibited 
as much as 36% less pain when 
the student present was male, 
says David Grimm in “Science” 
magazine.  (Pain was measured by 
videoing a mouse’s face and using 
a 3-point “grimace scale.”)  

Female mice were slightly more 
sensitive to the effect than male 
mice.  The key was odor, which 
held up whether the scent stimuli 
came from the students’ T-shirts, 
or bedding material of unfamiliar 
male mice, or pet beds of (unsteril-
ized) male cats and dogs.  “Further 
testing showed the rodents exposed 
to male odors were actually feeling 
less pain, rather than simply hiding 
the pain they were in,” Grimm notes.  
“The male aroma ramped up their 
stress levels, which deadened the 
hurt.”

Question for further investigation:  
“If a male doctor injects you with a 
new kind of pain medication, do you 
feel better because of the drug--or 
because he’s a he?”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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stands. I usually found someone 
with one of those propane blower 
heaters and became their best 
friend. I don’t care what team your 
kid plays on. Just let me stand here 
for a while.

The heat was not all that bad. I 
could get used to that easier than 
the cold. One morning, following a 
horrible night of freezing softball, we 
were scheduled for an 8 a.m. game. 
It was torturous just to get out of bed 
and head to the freezing field.

When we arrived, a blanket of 
frost covered the ballpark, but there 
was no wind, which was quite an 

improvement from the night before.
The girls went on with warm-ups, 

and the parents continued their tight 
grips on their hot coffees. I know 
that I was gripping mine really hard, 
trying to squeeze every degree of 
warmth out of it.

It was a beautiful sight. The field 
was totally blanketed in white, and 
none of us had a camera to record 
this momentous occasion. That was 
in the days when most cell phones 
were just that – cell phones. Plus, 
were were preoccupied with trying 
not to freeze.

Another time, the skies opened up 
above us, and in the middle of the 

game, the field started flooding. As 
one of the coaches, I felt obligated to 
try to save the equipment from float-
ing away and made a valiant effort to 
recover everything, although me and 
another coach had to wade through 
ankle-deep water.

Then I asked the other coach why 
were all the parents standing under 
a canopy, staying nice and dry, while 
we were dragging all this equipment 
around and getting soaked to the 
bone.

Because they were smart, she 
responded.

So, Stephanie and I had our share 
of adventures in softball, spending 

long weekends at tournaments, 
but that was years ago. Now she 
is busy, doing her thing that is not 
softball-related, and I am working on 
this paper, writing columns about the 
good old softball days.

We planned to eat at the ballpark 
as part of the whole Astros baseball 
experience. After paying $20 to park, 
we ordered a hot dog, chicken strips, 
two fries and two soft drinks for $40.

Wait a minute. I don’t want to buy 
the concession stand, just lunch. 
This is outrageous. I know I wasn’t 
paying, but still... I can get two great 
meals at a sit-down restaurant with 
a server for this much. This is just 

junk food.
We wanted junk food. That was 

part of the experience. And peanuts. 
I forgot that we also got peanuts. If I 
pay that much for junk, it makes me 
feel good to mess up the area under 
my seat with peanut shells.

Of course, we took the mandatory 
selfies to commemorate the event, 
and, of course, I posted them on 
Facebook.

Astros tickets: Free; Junk food 
cost: Outrageous; Parking: Outra-
geous; Traffic jam: Of course; Minute 
Maid Park: Fantastic (except for the 
food cost); Time spent with daugh-
ter: Priceless.

Attending Houston Astros game with daughter brings back lots of memories of softball years
(Continued from Page 1)
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Angleton school district candidates address local, state role in student success, funding
Angleton ISD school board 

hopefuls tackled how to prepare all 
students for success and how state 
actions could help or hurt those 
efforts at a recent “Meet the Candi-
dates”  forum, hosted by the Greater 
Angleton Chamber of Commerce at 
its April luncheon. 

The election will be Saturday, 
May 9.

“Educated voters are the best 
voters,” said Beth Journeay, 
Chamber CEO. “We appreciate the 
candidates stepping up to run; it’s 
not always easy.”

Ryan Cade, a chamber board 
member and recently elected 
County Commissioner for Precinct 
2, moderated the event, which 
featured three candidates running 

for School Board Position 3, two 
for mayor, and two for City Council 
Position 4.  

School board candidates are 
Natosha Green, Tim Dean and 
Tommy Gaines. They are run-
ning for one unexpired seat being 
vacated.

Ms. Green said with one daughter 
in junior high school and two grand-
children, she wanted to get involved 
in the community. “I want to be 
your voice. I want to be their (the 
childrens’) voice,” she said. “I want 
to make a difference,” and added 
she is honest and hard-working.

Tim Dean works in the education 
field. He is a professor of respira-
tory care for Lone Star Community 
College in Houston and has three 
children in the district.  Among his 
goals are student and campus 
safety and a comprehensive cur-
riculum. The district needs to come 

up with alternatives for kids not 
going to college as well as prepare 
the students well who plan on 
attending college, he commented. 
“Having employable skills is the way 
to go now.” He said state House Bill 
5 will help with those efforts. He is 
an example, he asserted, learning 
respiratory skills first, enabling him 
to work in a hospital. That hospital 
paid for his college degrees. He 
holds a Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Science from Texas Tech 
University and is working on his 
doctorate online.

Tommy Gaines was unable to 
attend due to a death in the family, 
but Gordon Smith, a friend and prin-
cipal of Angleton Christian School, 
presented Gaines’ ideas. Gaines 
has two grown children, and his six 
grandchildren attend a local school. 

He spent 30-plus years working 
for Dow. “I see our schools as one 

of the strongest assets of living 
here. I’ve known many teachers and 
administrators who always put our 
kids first,” his speech read.

 But he said AISD schools face 
challenges that will drain money 
and talent away from the schools. 
Vouchers and homestead legislation 
being considered by the State Leg-
islature are a couple of those chal-
lenges, he said,and he feels there 
is too much oversight of districts. “It 
adds up to lower revenues for local 
entities.”

 At the county level, many stu-
dents lack the skills to enter college 
or be successful in jobs, nothing 
that when HEB tried to fill 300 spots 
for its upcoming new Lake Jackson 
store, it had a hard time finding 
suitable employees, Smith added, in 
reading Gaines’ statement.

The City of Angleton candidates 
will appear in next week’s Bulletin.
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Driving direction scrutinized after fatal crash at Disney track
Orlando Sentinel (TNS)

ORLANDO, Fla. — The Lambo-
rghini involved in a fatal crash at 
Walt Disney World Speedway was 
going in a direction for which the 
track was not originally designed, 
and some in the racing community 
are wondering if that contributed to 
the passenger’s death.

The Exotic Driving Experience’s 

cars go in a clockwise direction, 
while the tri-oval track was designed 
for the type of racing that runs 
counterclockwise, according to the 
company that built it.

Instructor Gary Terry, 36, died 
Sunday when the Lamborghini in 
which he was a passenger struck a 
guardrail. Video taken at the scene 
by media outlets show the car rest-

ing at the point where the guardrail 
ends to make way for a spur. A long-
time driver and an associate editor 
at car-culture website Jalopnik say 
the clockwise driving could have 
made the guardrail’s position more 
dangerous.

“It became like a spear,” Jalopnik 
associate editor Patrick George, 
who wrote about the issue this 
week, told the Orlando Sentinel.
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History of Earth Day: Started as a bipartisan conservation effort that went global
The Earth Day Network

The idea came to Earth Day 
founder Gaylord Nelson, then a 
U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, after 
witnessing the ravages of the 1969 
massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, 
California. 

Inspired by the student anti-war 
movement, he realized that if he 
could infuse that energy with an 
emerging public consciousness 

about air and water pollution, it 
would force environmental pro-
tection onto the national political 
agenda. Senator Nelson announced 
the idea for a “national teach-in on 
the environment” to the national 
media; persuaded Pete McCloskey, 
a conservation-minded Republican 
Congressman, to serve as his co-
chair; and recruited Denis Hayes 
as national coordinator. Hayes built 

a national staff of 85 to promote 
events across the land.

As a result, on the 22nd of April, 
20 million Americans took to the 
streets, parks, and auditoriums to 
demonstrate for a healthy, sus-
tainable environment in massive 
coast-to-coast rallies. Thousands of 
colleges and universities organized 
protests against the deterioration 
of the environment. Groups that 
had been fighting against oil spills, 
polluting factories and power plants, 
raw sewage, toxic dumps, pesti-
cides, freeways, the loss of wilder-
ness, and the extinction of wildlife 
suddenly realized they shared 
common values.

Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare 
political alignment, enlisting support 
from Republicans and Democrats, 
rich and poor, city slickers and farm-
ers, tycoons and labor leaders. The 
first Earth Day led to the creation 

of the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency and the passage 
of the Clean Air, Clean Water, and 
Endangered Species Acts. “It was 
a gamble,” Gaylord recalled, “but it 
worked.”

As 1990 approached, a group 
of environmental leaders asked 
Denis Hayes to organize another 
big campaign. This time, Earth Day 
went global, mobilizing 200 million 
people in 141 countries and lifting 
environmental issues onto the world 
stage. Earth Day 1990 gave a huge 
boost to recycling efforts worldwide 
and helped pave the way for the 
1992 United Nations Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro. It also prompted 
President Bill Clinton to award 
Senator Nelson the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom (1995) -- the 
highest honor given to civilians in 
the United States -- for his role as 
Earth Day founder.

Learn at Moody Gardens how to better protect the planet on April 22, 25 
and 26. Exhibits throughout the Rainforest and Aquarium Pyramids will be 
altered to showcase some of the issues that are negatively impacting their 
wild counterparts.

In the Rainforest Pyramid, guests can learn about air and water pollution, 
habitat degradation, pet trade and conservation with presentations through-
out the exhibits. The Aquarium Pyramid will feature keeper talks on coral 
reef ecosystems, penguin collective population management, ocean habitat 
degradation and conservation. There are also several penguin and seal 
feedings during the day.

On April 25, there will be an Earth Day Expo in the Garden Lobby. Speak-
ers will focus on composting, rainwater harvesting, hummingbirds and nest-
ing birds. There will also be gardens tours, a treasure hunt, arts and crafts, 
and a free milkweed plant giveaway throughout the day.

“One Earth, One Choice” is possible with partnership of the Friends of 
Moody Gardens.

For the complete “One Earth, Once Choice” schedule, visit www.moody
gardens.org/earthday.

Moody Gardens to feature Earth Day activities

In LAKE JACKSON,  ALL PLAS-
TICS, Numbers 1-7 are accepted. 
ALUMINUM and TIN CANS, STEEL 
and SCRAP METALS are also. 
PAPER, such as CORRUGATED 
CARDBOARD, JUNK MAIL, MAGA-
ZINES and NEWSPAPERS also go 
in the recycling bags. Glass is not 
accepted. 

The bags, which are available for 
$5.50 per roll for 50 13-gallon bags 
are placed out where trash is picked 
up but separately.

Recycling bag pick-up is either 
on Thursday or Friday. If your trash 

is picked up on Monday, then your  
bags are picked up on Thursday. If 
garbage is collected on Tuesday, 
your recyclables will be hauled 
away on Friday.

When the city sets up a new 
resident’s water service, they give 
them a newcomer packet and tell 
them what days garbage and recy-
clables are collected. For questions, 
call city hall at (979) 415-2400.

The recycled items go to the 
recycling center on FM 523, where 
the process continues to reduce 
waste and re-use the materials in 
new products. 

Recycling is easy and helps the environment 
(Continued from Page 1)
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Here is how you can grow your business and conserve. Take out 
an ad in a newspaper, which are 100% recyclable. Then, watch 

your business flourish, along with the planet. Call 979-849-5407.

Public transportation saves energy
E - The Environmental Magazine / reprinted with permission

The benefits of making a major commitment to building up and efficiently 
managing a larger and more comprehensive public transit network are many.

According to the National Alliance of Public Transportation Advocates 
(NAPTA), an organization that represents grassroots transit coalitions, 
organizations and advocates, expanded public transit, coordinated with 
greener development and other “operational efficiencies,” can reduce our 
carbon footprint by some 24 percent, which is significant given that carbon 
dioxide (CO2) output from the transportation sector as awhole account for 28 
percent of total U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. 

After all, buses and trains burn much less fuel per rider than a car with a 
single rider in it. 

Switching to public transit for a typical 20-mileround trip commute would 
decrease a commuter’s annual greenhouse gas emissions by some 4,800 
pounds a year, which is equal to about a 10 percent reduction in a two-car 
household’s carbon footprint.

Another group, the American Public Transit Association (APTA), reports 
that current use of public transit in the U.S. already saves 37 million metric 
tons of CO2 annually, equivalent to the emissions resulting from electricity 
generation to power some five million typical American homes.A massive 
shift to public transit would also be good for our pocketbooks. 

According to NAPTA, U.S. car owners can save as much as $112 billion 
a year in gasoline and other vehicle costs. “Public transportation offers an 
immediate alternative for individuals seeking to reduce their energy use and 
carbon footprints,” reports NAPTA.

 “Taking public transportation far exceeds the combined benefits of using 
energy-efficient light bulbs, adjusting thermostats, weatherizing one’s home, 
and replacing a refrigerator.”

 The Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) reports that individuals who live in 
areas served by public transportation save more than 300 million gallons of 
fuel a year.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 21, 2015   THE BULLETIN  Page 9EARTH DAY 2015



Page 10  THE BULLETIN   April 21, 2015    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com EARTH DAY 2015
Solar panels are more affordable 

now than ever

E - The Environmental Magazine / reprinted by permission
Rooftop solar panels have always been the province of well-to-do, eco-

friendly folks willing to shell out extra bucks to be green, but that is all start-
ing to change.

According to the National Renewable EnergyLaboratory (NREL), the cost 
of putting solar panels on a typical American house has fallen by some 70 
percent over the last decade and a half. And a recent report from Deutsche 
Bank shows that solar has already achieved so-called “price parity” with 
fossil fuel-based grid power in 10 U.S. states. 

Deutsche Bank goes on to say that solar electricity is on track to be as 
cheap or cheaper than average electricity-bill prices in all but three states by 
2016—assuming,that is, that the federal government maintains the 30 per-
cent solar investment tax credit it currently offers homeowners on installation 
and equipment costs.But therein could lie the rub. 

The federal tax credit for residential solar installations expires in 2016, and 
it’s anybody’s guess whether and to what extent the Republican-dominated 
Congress will renew it. 

Legislative analysts report that while Congress is unlikely to abandon 
the program entirely, big cutbacks could be on the way. But Deutsche Bank 
maintains that even if the credit is reduced to 10 percent, solar power would 
still achieve price parity with conventional electricity in some 36 states by 
2016.

Meanwhile, homeowners in states where additional local incentives are 
available and there’s lots of sunshine—such as across the Southwest—may 
in fact already be able to power their homes cheaper with the sun than from 
the grid. 

Homeowners looking to go solar should check out the Database of State 
Incentives for Renewable and Efficiency (DSIRE), a free online database of 
all the different state and local incentives for solar and other forms of renew-
able energy.

And prices for solar are expected to keep falling as technologies improve 
and financing becomes more affordable. Solar leasing has helped hundreds 
of thousands of Americans realize the dream of going solar without breaking 
the bank. 

The companies behind such programs—SolarCity, SunRun and others—
take care of installation, maintenance and upgrades while the customer ends 
up paying about as much for clean, green power as for grid power from coal 
or other fossil fuels.

Of course, solar is still a bit player in the scheme of things in terms of U.S. 
and global electricity production. But with costs coming down, we can expect 
to see a lot more solar panels going up on rooftops across the land in the 
coming decade. 

Environmentalists concerned about our changing climate say the sooner 
the better, as our dependency on coal and other fossil fuels for electricity is a 
big contributor to global warming.

If you would like to see the credit extended so that middle class Americans 
can continue to afford to convert to solar power, be sure to speak up and let 
your Congressional delegation know.
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If you like reading The Bulletin each week, pick up an extra copy for 
a friend. Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ad.

To read us online, go to www.mybulletinonline.com

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1902, scientists Marie and Pierre 
Curie isolated the radioactive 
element radium. In 1971, the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld the use of 
busing to achieve racial desegre-
gation in public schools.

April 21: ON THIS DATE in 753 
B.C., according to tradition, the city 
of Rome was founded. In 1918, 
Baron Manfred von Richthofen, the 
German aviator known as the “Red 
Baron,” was killed in action during 
World War I.

April 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1509, Henry VIII was crowned 
king of England. In 1970, the first 
Earth Day was held to focus on the 
need for conservation of natural 
resources.

April 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1968, 300 students at Columbia 
University in New York barricaded 
the office of a college dean, 
charging the school with support-
ing the Vietnam War and violating 
the civil rights of nearby Harlem 
residents. In 1985, the Coca-Cola 
Co. announced it was changing 
the secret flavor formula for Coke. 
Negative public reaction later 
prompted the company to resume 

selling the original version. “New 
Coke” remained on the market for a 
short time.

April 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1898, Spain declared war on the 
United States after rejecting Amer-
ica’s ultimatum to withdraw from 
Cuba. In 1980, the United States 
launched an abortive attempt to 
free American hostages in Iran, a 
mission in which eight U.S. service-
men died.

April 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1859, ground was broken for 
construction of the Suez Canal. In 
1945, during World War II, U.S. and 
Soviet forces linked up on the Elbe 
River.

April 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1607, an expedition of colonists 
went ashore in Virginia to establish 
the first permanent English settle-
ment in the Western Hemisphere. 
In 1986, the world’s worst nuclear 
accident occurred at the Chernobyl 
power plant in the Ukraine.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1956, Elvis 
Presley’s “Heartbreak Hotel” went 
to No. 1 on the pop music charts, 
his first record to do so.

This week’s question: In 1952, 
the first commercial for a toy aired 
on television. It pitched what 
product?

Look for us on 
Facebook

ACC plans Summer Children’s Theatre audition
The dates for auditions for the 31st Summer Children’s Theatre Festival 

have been changed to May 4 and 5, with callbacks on May 6.
 Auditions will be at 6:30 in the ACC Theatre. Those auditioning should 

have a one-minute monologue or something to read for the audition.
The shows for this summer are “Snow White,” which will be performed 

June 22-25, and “Cinderella,” which will be performed July 27-30.
 For more information, call or email the ACC Theatre Box Office at (281) 

756-3606, boxoffice@alvincollege.edu.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Even young children can learn basics 
about God, parents’ faith in church

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Galveston County Community Action Council currently has funds available for:
• Rental Assistance • Water Bills • Continuing Education Courses

Services are provided to families with a documented need as long as the household does 
not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal Poverty 
income guidelines.

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY
Documentation required to apply for assistance
 1) Current ID; 2) Current utility bill, lease; 3) Income for LAST 30 days prior to the date 
of application for ALL household members 18 years and older.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to make an appointment, please contact
     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C100, Galveston, TX               409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Fort Bend County - 902 Frost, Rosenberg, TX                                 281-342-3012
     Wharton County - 213-B North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                  979-543-1561

Q: What good does it do to 
bring our young children to 
church? They’re too young to get 
anything out of it, and anyway, 
I know their constant squirming 
must be a distraction to others. 
- Mrs. N.B.

  A: Many churches have 
nurseries for babies and young 
children; if yours doesn’t, you 
might volunteer to help get one 
started. Other parents would prob-
ably appreciate it also.

  However, don’t conclude that 
children never get anything out 
of church. No, they might not 
get much out of the sermon, but 
they’ll have an opportunity to learn 
hymns, and they will also realize 
that God listens when His people 
pray. They’ll also understand that 
God is real, and one reason you 
and the other members of your 
church come together each week 
is so you can learn about Him. 
Jesus promised, “Where two or 

three gather in my name, there am 
I with them” (Matthew 18:20).

  Most of all, your children will 
learn that God is important to you. 
Don’t underestimate the impor-
tance of your example! Telling 
them about Jesus is important, but 
just as important is demonstrating 
your faith in Christ by the way you 
live. The Bible says, “In everything 
set them an example by doing 
what is good” (Titus 2:7).

  Don’t, however, express your 
faith to them only once a week. 
Instead, make Christ part of your 
family’s life every day. Before 
every meal, thank God for your 
food; take time at night to read to 
them from a child’s Bible story-
book; teach your children a few 
simple prayers. God has given 
them to you; ask Him to help you 
give them a strong spiritual founda-
tion. Then, the Bible says, “we will 
grow to become in every respect 
the mature body of him who is the 
head, that is, Christ” (Ephesians 
4:15). 

vative programming for all ages.
The banquet will be held in the historic 23rd District Courtroom at the Bra-

zoria County Historical Museum located at 100 East Cedar, Angleton. The 
Awards Banquet is open to the public. Reserve your seats today by calling 
(979) 864-1208. Sponsorship opportunities are still available.  

(Continueed from Page 1)

BCHS plans Father of Texas Banquet

R.E.V.F.D. looking for smokin’ hot teams for cook-off fundraiser
The twelfth annual River’s End 

Volunteer Fire Department BBQ 
Cook-off fundraiser will be held May 
1 – 2  at 12070 F.M. 2918.

The entry fee is $35 per category 
entry (categories being brisket, ribs, 
chicken, beef fajitas and beans). 
Again this year, there will be no 
meat donation to the fire depart-
ment.

For entry forms and more infor-
mation, call Gloria Powell at (979) 
417-1505, Tracy Woodall at (979) 
482-4626 or David Woodall at (979)-
482-7752; or visit www.revfd.com.

Teams may register, set up and 
start cooking Friday, May 1, begin-
ning at 9 a.m.

A barbecue plate lunch available 
for $12 will be available beginning at 

11:30 until gone. A silent auction will 
run all day.

Members of R.E.V.F.D. will be at 
Bernard Grocery April 17, 18, 24 
and 25 (Fridays and Saturdays), 
McCoy’s in Brazoria Saturday, 
April 18, and at Stewart’s Grocery 
in Brazoria Saturday, April 25 with 
rules and entry forms. T-shirts, 
koosies and raffle tickets will also be 
available for sale.

The raffle will be for a 20’ tapered 
aluminum flag pole with 3’ x 5’ flag 
donated by Rick Gardner, a $400 
gift card from Walmart, a silver jib 
head pendant with gemstone eyes 
donated by Kenzie and Co., and an 
8” Insignia tablet donated by David 
and Tracy Woodall.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Cathedral area
5 Tons
10 Reps: Abbr.
14 Garden center supply
15 Dot in the ocean
16 Circus performer?
17 Tune
18 Thin, decorative metal
20 What a 63-Across may speak
21 The last Mrs. Chaplin

22 Grand Rapids-to-Detroit dir.
23 Gets married
27 This, to Michelle
28 Morose
29 Geometric suffix
30 Like potato chips
32 Lulus
36 Mass transit carrier
37 Dangerous things to risk
39 Retirement destination?
40 Wimps

41 Underworld group
43 Printer’s widths
44 Cookie container
47 Renoir output
48 Equestrian’s supply box
53 Spoil
54 Alabama, but not Kansas?
55 “Picnic” playwright
56 One, to one, e.g.
60 “Ain’t Misbehavin’” Tony winner 
Carter
61 Throw hard
62 Hero’s quality
63 Hebrides native
64 Desires
65 Burning desire?
66 Chop __: Chinese American dish

Down
1 Valuables
2 Illinois city that symbolizes Middle 
America
3 Had a hunch
4 Barely beats
5 Member of the fam
6 CBS drama with two spin-offs
7 “Everything’s fine”
8 Exeter’s county
9 Dictation whiz
10 The K.C. Chiefs represented it in 
Super Bowl I
11 High school choral group
12 Dollhouse cups, saucers, etc.
13 Protected condition
19 Pied Piper followers
24 End-of-the-workweek cry
25 Pebble Beach’s 18
26 China’s Zhou __
31 SALT concerns
32 “__ say something wrong?”
33 Elected ones
34 Ô50s automotive failure
35 Goo
37 There’s a lane for one at many 
intersections
38 Superlative suffix
39 Like Bach’s music
41 Boggy
42 Solar system sci.
44 Alaskan capital
45 “Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon” director
46 “I Believe I Can Fly” singer
49 Stadium
50 More desperate, as circum-
stances
51 Some portals
52 Adornments for noses and toes
57 Gore and Green
58 Lacto-__ vegetarian
59 Years in a decade
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
CHINA  CHILE  NEPAL  KENYA  JAPAN  LIBYA  YEMEN
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Bulletin  Horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

Saddle up. You may prefer to 
wander off the well-traveled paths 
and do some exploring and ground- 
breaking activities. Your risk-taking 
could get somewhat out of hand 
this week unless you rein in your 
impulses.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Retune the piano. The tempered 
steel strings of a piano are tightly 
strung, proving that great tension 
can create something hugely worth-
while. During the upcoming week, 
use your excess energy in the most 
constructive ways possible.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): A 
friend in need is a friend indeed, 
but your wallet may suffer if you’re 
overly generous in the week to 
come. Passing flirtations may seem 
exciting and inviting, but don’t let 
them interfere with business.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): A 

musical instrument needs to be 
played in public, as well as prac-
ticed in private. For the best results 
this week, be sure to share your 
talents and strengths with others. 
It isn’t enough for others to know 
you’re skilled and adept; you must 
prove it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t be a 
miser; pass the torch. Teamwork and 
cooperation are the key to success 
in the week to come. There’s an 
old saying that many hands make 
light work and you’ll have numerous 
opportunities to test out the theory.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Jump 
right in; the water is fine. You have 
the ability to make shrewd pur-
chases and solid business connec-
tions in the early part of the week. 
Romantic ideas thrive when focused 
on the right person.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It’s 
not personal, just business. Social 
activities may distract you from your 
original intentions, so be sure to 
focus in the week to come and priori-
tize your objectives.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Work hard, but play harder. Your 
work ethic will pay off if you apply 
your energies in the most appropri-

ate way as the week unfolds. You 
may be surprised to hear that some-
one is drawn to you romantically.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Pinch those pennies. You can enjoy 
some of the best moments in life 
- without spending any money - right 
at home, comfortably surrounded by 
family and friends. You’re the king or 
queen of your castle this week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Knowledge may broaden your 
support base in the week to come. 
Your ambitious personality might 
be a disruptive factor in certain situa-
tions, but people will tolerate your 
eccentricities as they benefit from 
your business savvy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Love wasn’t meant to be entered on 
a balance sheet. If you must weigh 
the differences between two people 
or opportunities this week, go with 
what stirs your heart. You’ll be glad 
you did.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Love 
is all around you if you simply start 
looking. Your heart soars to new 
heights, but don’t ignore your head 
as you work to achieve key goals in 
the week ahead. You’re poised to 
conquer all obstacles.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers



Page 16  THE BULLETIN  April 21, 2015   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com


