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Special Earth Day pages inside this issue
But make every day Earth Day by recycling and buying products made of  

recycled materials. We’ll explain why and how in this issue.

John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The prank was a gas.
Why would employees of a 

Burger King in Minnesota grab tire 
irons and smash all the restau-
rant’s windows?

It wasn’t all their fault. They were 
convinced that 
if they didn’t, 
gas would build 
up to danger-
ous levels, and 
the store would 
explode.

A prank 
caller was 
posing as a fire 

official. During the course of the 
conversation, the caller spoke as 
if he were remotely monitoring the 
situation inside the restaurant and 
could tell that the gas pressure 
was rising.

Investigators were trying to 
trace the origin of the prank, and 
were comparing notes with police 
in other cities around the country 
where similar phony calls have 
been reported at fast-food chains 
in recent days, including outlets in 
California and Oklahoma.

What did the prankster get 
out of all this mischievous deed? 
Nothing.

Stuffed dog lost in space?
A cuddly stuffed toy dog may 

be floating around in space after a 
group of students put it in a helium 
balloon that lifted it 15 miles high.

Dog stories in newspapers are 
not complete with a name, so it’s 
very important to note that the 

RAMBLINGS

By Peter Funt
Special to the Bulletin

SAND CITY, Calif. - A shabbily 
dressed man with three bulging 
garbage bags in his left hand and 
a crutch supporting his right side 
waits patiently as the line snakes 
around the parking lot. Behind him is 
a stooped older woman wearing an 
oversized hat to shield her from the 
sun as she pushes a beat-up baby 
carriage containing her cargo.

They wait in line for over two hours, 
and for what? To collect the deposit 
on bottles and cans owed by the State 
of California.

Recycling, here and in much of the 
nation, has hit a serious bump. As the 
system falters, the environment will be 
injured, but so too will the needy, who 
often suffer most when government 
programs fail to deliver.

The problem involves the plunging 
price of key recycled materials: plas-
tic, aluminum, glass and paper. The 
value of a bale of recyclable plastic 
has dropped in the past year by more 
than half. Compounding matters is 
that the cost of transporting, separat-
ing and rejuvenating the material is 
rising.

And at the bottom line, evidenced 
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 A SECOND DATE IS OUT OF THE QUESTION: A 19-year-old woman 
met a man while she was renewing her driver’s license in Highland 
Heights, Ohio, and he asked her out on a date. After they had dinner 
two weeks later, he took off, leaving her to pay the bill. To make matters 
worse, she had left her purse in his car. Plus, she doesn’t know his last 
name.

DON’T KNOW WHY - I JUST CAN’T REMEMBER: A man drank 24 
cans of beer and then tried to rob a convenience store in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, with a knife. He told arresting officers that he had no memory of 
the incident.

OH NO, WHY WOULD WE THINK THAT? A man set fire to a rug in his 
mother’s apartment in Austin, Texas, and told police that he did it to prove 
that he isn’t a “loser.”

IS YOUR HUSBAND OFF ON THE CRUSADES? A woman walked 
into a fire station in Padua, Italy, and asked the firefighters to remove the 
chastity belt she was wearing because she had lost the key. An investiga-
tion was launched to determine if she had been forced to wear the device, 
but she said that she had chosen to wear it.

LAST TIME WE’LL INVITE HER OVER: A woman, who apparently 
gets very aggressive when she is drunk, started “trying to fight people in 
a trailer park” in Jensen Beach, Fla. She exposed herself, knocked over a 
barbecue grill and started throwing pork chops at people.

 I THOUGHT SHE WAS AWFULLY QUIET: A man, returning to Brazil 
from a family vacation in Argentina, pulled the car over to go to the 
bathroom. His wife, who had been sleeping in the back seat, also got out 
to buy some cookies. The guy came back and drove off without her. He 
drove 50 miles before realizing she was not in the car. Their son, seated 
with the father in the front seat, was also unaware she was missing as he 
was playing games with his mobile phone.

BUT WHY CAN’T I SEE HIM AGAIN, DAD!? A 17-year-old boy took a 
car belonging to his girlfriend’s father, and smashed it into seven vehicles 
parked in an apartment complex garage in Glendale, Ariz. Police haven’t 
said why he did this.

YOU CAN FORGET A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION: A man, who 
was dismissed from his job at a Burger King in St. Augustine, Fla., refused 
to turn in his uniform as required, and instead set it on fire in the parking 
lot.

KEEP THE CHANGE, MY GOOD MAN: A man ordered food at the 
drive-thru window of the McDonald’s in LaPorte, Ind., and paid for it with 
heroin before speeding away.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Buzzing galore
Q. If you’re not too “bugged” by 

big numbers, consider 10,000,000,
000,000,000,000 -- that’s 10 quintil-
lion, or 10 followed by 18 zeros. 
What’s this all about?

A. That’s the number of insects 
alive on Earth at any given time, 
according to Harvard entomologist 
Edward O. Wilson, as reported by 
James O’Donoghue in “New Scien-
tist” magazine.  You can make that 
more than a billion (1,000,000,000) 
insects for each person on the 

planet.
One million insect species make 

up three-fourths of all animals, with 
several million yet to be discovered.  
They’re on every continent, whether 
in air, land or water.  “They even 
live on us--lice evolved as soon as 
there were hair and feathers to set 
up home in... and are the most suc-
cessful group of animals that has 
ever lived.”

So are all of these insects a bane 
or boon to humankind?  On the 
one hand, they spread the deadly 
malaria and typhoid, destroy crops, 
bore into wood and can make life 
miserable.  But on the other hand, 
insects are prime pollinators of four-
fifths of the world’s crops, control 
pests, fertilize soil, scavenge waste 
and have even been instrumental in 
medical breakthroughs.  And “they 
are packed with protein, which could 
one day feed the world.”

Left-handedness
Q. When the editors of “Mental 

Floss” magazine set out to “people” 
the “Left-Handers’ Hall of Fame,” 
who did they choose for the distinc-
tion -- using the word “people” 
loosely?

A. The delightful Muppet Miss 
Piggy is a lefty, since “puppeteers 
tend to use their right hand to 
control the head, the left for arms.”  

Then, too, as pointed out by the 
journal “Current Biology,” kangaroos 
have a strong preference for left 
forelimb use, employing their left 
hand 95% of the time (scientists 
speculate this is due to their bipedal 
posture).

From the artistic world, writer 
Eudora Welty was left-handed, as 
were her mother and uncle, but her 
father taught her to be ambidex-
trous.  And pianist Leon Fleisher 
performed with just his left hand 
after losing control of his right hand.  
Surprisingly, “Jimi Hendrix restrung 
his guitars and flipped them upside 
down to play left-handed.”

Now perhaps you’re a lefty but 
can’t get used to the scissors you’re 
using:  Then give thanks to Quincy 
Hershey, who in 1931 filed patent 
US1846867A for “convertible right- 
and left-handed scissors.”  Finally, 
if you’re a college-bound lefty, you 
may want to keep in mind Pennsyl-
vania’s Juniata College, where each 
year two incoming southpaws are 
given scholarships of up to $1,500.

Third-degree murders
Q. Can you identify the “third-

degree murderers” that ravaged the 
Atlantic Ocean region from 1963 to 
2012, committing 59 offenses?

A. According to the American 
Meteorological Society, hurricanes 
killed 1,803 people directly and 
another 1,418 indirectly, as reported 
in “Science News” magazine.  
“Hurricane reports typically include 
only the deaths directly attributable 
to a storm’s physical forces, such 
as drowning in floodwater or being 
struck by airborne debris.”

But they miss the bigger picture, 
scientists say. Going by new stud-
ies, indirect deaths often outnumber 
the direct deaths, accounting for 
close to half of all human fatali-
ties:  falls, fires in residences with 
open flames, electrocution, carbon 
monoxide poisoning, vehicles strik-
ing a tree, vehicle accident during 
evacuation, or cardiovascular failure 
during evacuation, plus hundreds 
more that could not be easily cat-
egorized.

These third-degree murders have 
classically been ignored in the fatali-
ties count.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: How do I return to an online application for retirement benefits 
that I already started but didn’t finish?

A: You should have received a “Re-entry Number” when you initially 
started the application. You’ll need the “Re-entry Number” to get back into 
your application.

Follow these steps to return to your application:
1. Go back to the online application www.socialsecurity.gov/retire/

apply.html
2. On the first page of the application, click on “Return to Saved Appli-

cation Process.”
3. Enter your “Re-entry Number” and Social Security number. You will 

be able to continue completing your application.
For more information, visit www.socialsecurity.gov.
Q: What is full retirement age?
A: Full retirement age is the age at which a person may first become 

entitled to full or unreduced retirement benefits. Your full retirement age 
depends on your date of birth. For people born before 1938, it’s 65. For 
those born after 1959, it’s 67. If your birthday falls between 1938 and 
1959, your full retirement age is between 65 and 67. (The age for Medi-
care eligibility is 65, regardless of when you were born.) For more infor-
mation, go to http://www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/retire/retirechart.html.

The thirteenth annual River’s End Volunteer Fire Department BBQ Cook-
off fund raiser will be held May 6–7, at 12070 F.M. 2918. 

The entry fee is $35 per category entry (categories being brisket, ribs, 
chicken, beef fajitas and beans). Entries must be received before cooking 
begins. Teams may register, set up and start cooking Friday, May 6 beginning 
at 9 a.m.

The general public is also invited to join in the fun and good food for a 
good cause. Contest judging begins at noon on Saturday, May 7 beginning 
with beef fajitas, followed at 1 p.m. with beans, 2 p.m. with ribs, 3 p.m. with 
chicken and finally 4 p.m. with brisket.

A barbeque sandwich, chips and drink lunch for $7, or Frito Pie or Nachos 
for $5 will be available beginning at 11:30 until gone. A silent auction will run 
all day, closing at 4:30 p.m. 

Members of R.E.V.F.D. will be at Bernard Grocery April 22, 23, 29 and 30 
(Fridays and Saturdays) and at Stewart’s Grocery in Brazoria Friday, April 
29 with rules and entry forms. T-shirts, koosies and raffle tickets will also be 
available for sale on the same dates and locations.

The raffle will be for a 20’ tapered aluminum flag pole with 3’ x 5’ flag 
donated by Rick Gardner, a $400 gift card from Walmart, a custom piece of 
jewelry donated by Kenzie and Co., and a custom rod and reel created and 
donated by Darrell Powell.

For entry forms and more information, call Gloria Powell at (979) 417-
1505, Tracy Woodall at (979) 482-4626 or David Woodall at (979) 482-7752 
or visit www.revfd.com and download the rules and the forms.

R.E.V.F.D. plans cook-off May 6-7 Study examines why men are paid more than women
By Natalie Kitroeff
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — April 12 was  
Equal Pay Day, which was invented 
by an activist group two decades ago 
to draw attention to the wage divide 
between men and women.

The day comes in April, roughly 
marking how many extra months 
women would have to work into the 
new year to make what men made 
the year the year before.

The divide in pay has narrowed 
since 1996, but women in the U.S. 
still make about 79 cents for every 
dollar a man earns, according to 
Census data.

Here are some basic facts about 
that persistent gap:

WOMEN ARE IN LOWER-
PAYING JOBS

Most of the pay gap amounts to an 
occupation gap: Women tend to go 
into fields where salaries are lower 
and perform jobs that pay less.

That’s a key takeaway from a 
January study by two Cornell econo-
mists, Francine Blau and Lawrence 
Kahn, published by the National 

Bureau of Economic Research. They 
found that 51 percent of the differ-
ence in the compensation of women 
and men is related to the fact that 
female workers are more concen-
trated in underpaid sectors, like 
nursing or education, and in lower-
level roles.

WOMEN ASK FOR LESS 
MONEY

When hunting for a new job, 
women ask for lower salaries than 
men, and they leave the table with 
less money, according to a study 
published by Hired, a website that 
connects employers to job-seekers.

The website studied data from 
100,000 salary offers for tech, mar-
keting and sales jobs, and found that 
nationally women ask for an average 
$14,000 less in compensation than 
men overall. Employers offered 
women about 3 percent less than 
what they offer to men to fill the same 
position, with the same job title, the 
analysis showed.

In Los Angeles, women ask for 
$10,000 less than men, and take 
home $8,000 less. In San Francisco, 

what women say they want comes 
to almost $12,000 less than what 
men ask for, and they receive about 
$9,000 less.

DISCRIMINATION IS 
PROBABLY STILL HAPPENING

The Cornell study found that a 
chunk of the pay differential could not 
be explained by measurable qualities 
of American workplaces. The authors 
say that one hard-to-quantify factor at 
play could be discrimination.

Indeed, research has shown that 
many women with the same creden-
tials who work in the same exact jobs 
as men earn less. A 2015 Bloomberg 
analysis of more than 12,000 MBAs 
found that eight years out of business 
school, women earn 20 percent less 
than the men they graduated with.

The divide persisted within indus-
tries, job functions and for people 
who got their degree from the same 
business school.

Census data also show that 
women are paid less than men within 
the industries that most Americans 
work, including healthcare, education 
and manufacturing.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 19, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 5

Melting ice sheets a threat to sealevels, world’s major cities
By William Yardley
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

In 2007, a United Nations panel 
of scientists studying the rise of 
sea level related to climate change 
predicted that, if nothing was done to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
seas could rise by about 2 feet by 
2100. 

By 2013, the panel had increased 
its forecast to more than 3 feet, which 
would put major cities at risk of flood-
ing and storm surge.

Yet all along, the panel emphasized 
what it did not know. It expressed 
particular uncertainty about what 
could happen to the ice sheet in 
Antarctica. To help fill in the gaps, it 
invited outside scientists to contribute 
their own research.

Now the outside research is bear-
ing fruit — and the news is not good.

A new study published in the jour-
nal Nature painted perhaps the most 
ominous picture yet. It showed that, 
by the end of this century, sea levels 
could rise 6 feet or more — again, if 
nothing is done to reduce emissions 
— potentially inundating many coastal 
areas, submerging nations and 

remaking maps of the world.
The study focused on one of the 

most elusive aspects of sea-level sci-
ence: What will happen to the West 
Antarctic ice sheet?

Scientists have long believed the 
ice sheet would melt from climate 
change and contribute to higher sea 
levels. But they believed that the 
melting, and rising sea levels it would 
cause, could occur over many hun-
dreds or even thousands of years.

The new study, by Robert 
DeConto, a geoscientist at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at Amherst, 
and David Pollard, a geoscientist at 
Pennsylvania State University, based 
its finding on models it developed 
from studying ancient sea level and 
temperature changes. The scientists 
found that drastic sea level rise could 
happen within a lifetime.

As alarming as the study may have 
seemed to the public and to policy-
makers, Benjamin Horton, a coastal 
geologist at Rutgers University in 
New Jersey who studies sea level, 
said it did not surprise many people 
in his field.

In 2013, Horton led a survey 

of almost 100 sea level scientists 
that concluded that seas could rise 
almost 4 feet by 2100 — higher than 
the United Nations panel’s worst 
scenario. But within that group, 13 
scientists said there was a 17 percent 
chance that sea levels would rise 
by 6.6 feet, a figure in line with the 
study.

Predicting changes involves mea-
suring and modeling several different 
factors that then have to be blended 
together, Horton said. Those ele-
ments include an increase in volume 
from expansion caused by warming 
water, and the melting of glaciers and 
ice sheets.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Jesus himself spoke about the 
reality of hell and God’s judgment

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I don’t believe in some kind of last judgment or hell. I think 
Christians just dreamed them up to scare people into believing the 
same way they do. Once this life is over, that’s the end as far as I’m 
concerned. - N.H.T.

A: Have you ever stopped to think about the great risk you’re taking? No 
one in the Bible spoke more about the reality of judgment and Hell than 
Jesus, yet you’re willing to bet your soul that He was wrong. Are you sure?

Jesus didn’t just teach about these things, however. He also dem-
onstrated beyond doubt that death isn’t the end and our lives continue 
beyond the grave, either with God in heaven, or in that place of absolute 
despair the Bible calls hell. He proved this by doing something no one 
else ever had done, or ever will do: He died and was buried, then came 
back from the grave by the power of God. Only Jesus could say, “Because 
I live, you also will live” (John 14:19).

I can’t help but wonder why you’ve chosen to believe there is no judg-
ment. Only you can answer this, of course, but I suspect the real reason is 
because you want to be free to live any way you want to. But why gamble 
with your soul for the sake of a few short years of empty pleasure?

Instead, face honestly the hopelessness of your life, and turn to the God 
who loves you so much that He sent His Son to die for you. The Bible’s 
words are true: “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to 
face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once... to bring salvation to those 
who are waiting for him” (Hebrews 9:27-28).
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Tribune-Bulletin weekly politics quiz
1. Donald Trump has drawn up a list of potential running mates if he is the 

GOP nominee. Who of the following is on that list? A. Marco Rubio; B. Chris 
Christie; C. Sarah Palin; D. Rush Limbaugh.

2. Sen. Bernie Sanders most recently scheduled a trip to where? A. 
Moscow; B. Peoria; C. Vatican City; D. Havana.

3. Sen. Bernie Sanders recently picked up his first endorsement from a 
Senate colleague. Who endorsed him? A. Elizabeth Warren of Massachu-
setts; B. Dick Durbin of Illinois; C. Jeff Merkley of Oregon; D. Patty Murray of 
Washington.

4. Donald Trump cried foul after Ted Cruz won which state’s delegates at 
the state’s Republican convention? A. Iowa; B. Nebraska; C. Wyoming; D. 
Colorado.

5. This summer Republicans could have their first contested convention in 
decades. When was the last contested Republican convention? A. 1968; B. 
1972; C. 1976; D. 1980.

ANSWERS: 1. A.; 2. C.; 3. C; 4. D; 5. C

By Alex Gangitano
CQ-Roll Call (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Lawmakers 
and a live pig in an American flag 
hat joined forces recently to expose 
pork-barrel spending in this year’s 
Congressional Pig Book.

This year is the 24th edition of the 
Citizens Against Government Waste’s 

book, which documents spending on 
questionable projects that lawmak-
ers inserted into the budget. The 
release is especially timely due to the 
attempts to restore earmarks from 
both sides of the aisle, according to 
the organization.

“The American people don’t believe 
we’ve made significant progress in 

eliminating waste here in Washing-
ton, D.C.,” Arizona Republican Sen. 
John McCain said, describing the rise 
of outsider candidates in this election 
at a news conference at the Phoenix 
Park Hotel.

The defense hawk spoke on the 
waste that occurs in the Defense 
Appropriations bill, including a push 
by Sen. Richard Shelby’s, R-Ala., for 
$225 million worth of Navy vessels 
“that the Navy neither needs, nor 
wants.”

McCain also spoke on the inclu-
sion of medical research in the same 
bill. “No one is opposed to medical 
research,” he said. “I’m opposed to 
medical research funding being put in 
a defense appropriations bill.”

Arizona Republican Sen. Jeff Flake 
has his own personal favorites when 
it comes to what he considers gov-
ernment waste. He said his office has 
a tournament-style bracket of waste, 
and the top ones include money for 
the East-West Center in Hawaii that 
“the State Department said they 

don’t want” and a rapid bus system in 
Aspen, Colo.

In 1960, Congress created the 
East-West Center for education and 
research in the relationship between 
Asia and the U.S.

“We must cut this out-of-control 
spending…if we are ever going to get 
the debt under control,” said fellow 
Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa.

While the lawmakers spoke, the 

pig in the back of the room roamed 
around. But, at one point, Rep. Mick 
Mulvaney, R-S.C., pointed out that 
it had fallen asleep. “I’ve spoken in 
some really tough rooms but, I’ve 
never spoken in a room where the pig 
fell asleep,” he said.

House Republican Study Com-
mittee chairman Bill Flores touted 
the committee’s conservative budget 
proposal rolled out last month.

Republicans point to Congressional Pig Book to make case against wasteful government spending
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Dr. Lynda Villanueva, Brazosport 
College Vice President of Academic 
& Student Affairs, has been awarded 
the prestigious Aspen Presidential 
Fellowship for Community College 
Excellence.

The Aspen Institute, an educa-
tional and policy studies organization 
based in Washington, D.C., today 
announced that Villanueva joins the 
inaugural class of the Aspen Presi-
dential Fellowship, a diverse group 
of 40 extraordinary leaders with 
the drive and capacity to transform 
community colleges to achieve higher 
levels of student success.

The Aspen Presidential Fellow-
ship is a highly selective year-long 
program to prepare leaders aspiring, 
or recently appointed, to the commu-
nity college presidency. Fellows will 
participate in a series of innovative 
seminars and ongoing mentorship. 
The program is delivered in collabo-
ration with Stanford University faculty 
and top community college leaders 
and aims to equip college leaders 
with the tools they need to dramati-
cally improve student outcomes.

“We are honored to have Dr. Vil-
lanueva selected for this prestigious 
program and pleased to support 
her professional development,” said 
Brazosport College President Dr. Mil-
licent Valek. “She has done incredible 
work in the area of student success, 
benefiting our students and commu-
nity. I know she will continue on this 
path and significantly contribute to 
this important work.”

Villanueva was selected through a 
rigorous process that considered her 
abilities to take strategic risks, lead 
strong teams and cultivate partner-
ships, and focus on results-oriented 
improvements in student success and 
access.

“I’m proud to be selected as part of 
the first cohort of the Aspen Presi-
dential Fellowship for Community 
College Excellence,” Villanueva said. 
“Together, our class of 40 will join 
the next generation of presidents 
that will lead community colleges to 
achieve even higher levels of student 
success.”

The 2016-2017 Aspen Presiden-
tial Fellows hail from 17 states and 

30 community colleges of varying 
sizes and will begin their program 
in July 2016 at Stanford University 
with anticipated completion in Spring 
2017. Applications for the second 
class will be available by September 
30, 2016. For more information, visit: 
aspeninstitute.org/pres-fellowship.

The Aspen Presidential Fellowship 
for Community College Excellence 
is funded by the Carnegie Corpora-
tion of New York, Charles and Lynn 
Schusterman Family Foundation, 
ECMC Foundation, Greater Texas 
Foundation, the Joyce Foundation, 
and the Kresge Foundation. 

Brazosport College VP awarded Aspen Presidential Fellowship

By Justin Bachman
Bloomberg News (TNS)

Carnival Corp.’s maiden voyage 
to Cuba next month will be filled with 
almost 700 cruisers looking to spend 
time assisting in economic, environ-
mental and community development 
there. 

The one thing the boat won’t be 
carrying, however, is any Cubans.

Raul Castro’s government prohibits 
native-born Cubans from returning by 
sea, and makes other forms of travel 
difficult for them as well, a remnant 
of discord that remains unaltered by 
President Barack Obama’s recent 
visit. Into the middle of this now 
comes the U.S. cruise industry.

Faced with the choice of waiting 
for Castro to lift the prohibition or 
gaining access to Cuba immediately, 
companies such as Carnival have 
chosen the latter. 

The argument is that engagement 
may help facilitate change — but not 
everyone is happy with that calculus.

“Something precious is lost when 
a foreign government dictates what 
kinds of U.S. citizens can sail out 
of the Port of Miami,” Miami Herald 
columnist Fabiola Santiago, who is 
Cuban-American, wrote after she 
was denied a ticket for Carnival’s new 
Fathom cruise to Cuba.

Carnival said it asked Cuba to 
reconsider the regulation. “We 
understand and empathize with the 
concerns being voiced and will con-
tinue to work the issue with Cuban 
officials,” Carnival spokesman Roger 
Frizzell said in a statement.

Cuba’s no-Cubans 
rule puts cruise lines 
in uncharted waters
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Ravi K. Singhania, Chairman 
of the Board of Commissioners of 
Port Freeport, has announced the 
selection and appointment of Phyllis 
Saathoff as Executive Port Director/
Chief Executive Officer.

Singhania noted that after several 
months of diligent searching and 
review of a number of excellent 
applicants, the Board reached a 
unanimous decision in her selection.

Phyllis Saathoff is an accom-
plished executive with over 20 years 
of service in the port industry. With 

a strong finance background, com-
bined with her operational leader-
ship, Saathoff brings a proven track 
record to Port Freeport.

Saathoff began her maritime 
career at Port Freeport in 1992. 
She served as managing director, 
and then in April 2012, became the 
Interim Executive Port Director/CEO 
before joining the Port of Houston 
Authority in October 2012.  During 
her tenure at Port Freeport, she 
was successful in obtaining a U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers permit to 

deepen the Freeport Harbor chan-
nel to 55 feet and in financing and 
initiating the development of the 
Port’s first container terminal.

Saathoff served in various 
capacities during her tenure at the 
Port of Houston Authority, including 
Chief People Officer and Deputy 
Executive Director of Corporate 
Affairs responsible for public 
affairs, strategic planning, channel 
development, freight mobility and 
environmental affairs.

Saathoff was recognized as one 
of the Top 10 Women in Gulf Trans-
portation by Gulf Shipper Magazine. 

 A recognized expert in port 
emergency preparedness, she 
is the author of the Emergency 
Preparedness and Continuity of 
Operations Planning Manual for 
Best Practices for ports.

Past president of the National 
Association of Foreign Trade Zones 
and former treasurer of the Texas 
Gulf Ports Association, Saathoff 
also served on the Port Author-
ity Advisory Council to the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT).

Saathoff earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Accounting, and is 
certified as a Professional Port 
Manager.

Port Freeport commissioners appoint Saathoff director
Formerly served as interim director before joining Port of Houston in 2012 By Paul Brinkmann

Orlando Sentinel  (TNS)
ORLANDO, Fla. — Duke Energy and Walt Disney World officials have 

announced details of a Mickey-shaped solar farm near Epcot.
The five-megawatt solar farm is being called the Walt Disney World Solar 

Facility. It is visible from the air as a giant Mickey Mouse shape.
The farm is about 22 acres, part of a 15-year agreement that allows Duke 

Energy to build, own and operate the farm on Disney’s land. In return, the 
farm will provide solar power to Walt Disney World.

It’s taken Disney a while to build a large-scale solar facility, but the Epcot 
area is no stranger to solar panels. Epcot’s Universe of Energy building has 
had panels on its roof since October 1982.

Angie Renner, Disney World’s environmental integration director, helped 
Duke Energy state president Alex Glenn throw a giant symbolic switch to 
signify the facility coming online. In actuality, the facility has been generating 
power since March.

Renner said the solar farm was part of a visioning process for 2020 proj-
ects, and was a result of combined discussions about solar between Disney 
World, Duke, and Reedy Creek Improvement District.

It’s also part of Duke’s push to add more solar power in Florida. It had 
trailed behind NextEra, which owns the utility FPL, but Duke’s new facilities 
will make it about even with NextEra in terms of solar photovoltaic. NextEra, 
however, also has a large solar thermal plant in the state.

Disney plans Mickey-shaped solar farm
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The Dow Chemical Company (NYSE: DOW) is pleased to announce its 2016 
Dow Gives Community Grants Program for its Texas Operations site. The pro-
gram will give local community non-profits the opportunity to earn up to $20,000 
in funding for projects that contribute to long-term community sustainability and 
success. The application deadline is Friday, May 20 at 4 p.m.

 “In Southern Brazoria County, numerous community-based organizations 
are doing great things for our citizens”, said Gabriella Cone, Dow’s Texas 
Operations community relations manager. “Dow is proud to play a part in 
making these organizations more effective and to help them enable community 
sustainability and success.”

In order to ensure a competitive and fair application process, the annual 
selection committee is comprised of Dow employees, retirees and community 
members who review the applications and evaluate the projects based on 
their alignment with Dow’s Community Success Goals. The committee is also 
charged with making sure Dow’s community priorities of environmental sustain-
ability, education, economic development, neighborhood safety and security, 
and health and wellness are being met in the projects they review.

Applicants must be based in Southern Brazoria County and be charitable 
organizations with 501c3 tax-exempt status, municipal or government agencies 
or faith-based groups whose project benefits the community as a whole. The 
funding is intended for one-time, tangible purchases that have long-term posi-
tive impacts on the quality of life in our local community. 

Two information sessions about the program will be held at the Lake Jackson 
Civic Center on Wednesday, April 27, from 9 -10 a.m. and 5 - 6 p.m. Those 
interested in participating must RSVP to ffrtxpa@dow.com

Since 2004, Dow’s Community Grants Program has distributed approxi-
mately $2.2 million to local projects.  

Information about the 2016 Dow Gives Community Grants Program and a 
link to the online application is available at http://www.dow.com/locations/texas/
freeport/community/donations.htm.

Dow Gives helps non-profit groups
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here where folks stand for hours to 
collect a few dollars, is the fact that 
deposit programs in most states are 
based on phony math: the system 
only works if a high percentage of 
people don’t ask for their money 
back.

Last month, California’s largest 
recycler, rePlanet, abruptly closed 
191 recycling centers, leaving open 
only a handful of understaffed facili-
ties. Many people who had been able 
to walk or ride a bicycle to a nearby 
center are now forced to find auto 
transportation to more distant points.

Nationally, Waste Management, 
the country’s largest recycler, has 
closed 30 plants that sort and ship 
materials around the world. Nearly 
1,000 jobs were lost.

At the rePlanet redemption facility 
in Sand City, on California’s Central 
Coast, the line “is like this from the 
minute we open until we close,” 
explained the man on duty, who 
identified himself only as “Lee.” His 
co-worker had just walked off after 
complaining of back pain due to the 
increased loads, and Lee indicated 
he might quit for good when his shift 
ended. “We never get a break,” he 
said.

Because states must pay compa-
nies like rePlanet to handle material 
- even the bottles and cans on which 
a 5- or 10-cent deposit has been paid 
- the programs lose money unless 
enough people decline to redeem the 
containers. According to rePlanet, 
recycling centers in California will 
only reopen if the state increases 

subsidy payments.
Recycling among private citizens 

takes two major forms, both of which 
had been successful until the recent 
downturn in commodity prices. One 
is curbside collection for which resi-
dents place recyclables in separate 
bins for pickup along with regular 
trash. In many areas, the public 
has responded too well. Residents 
toss an increasingly wide variety of 
materials into recycling bins, which 
creates a much more expensive 
sorting process for firms like Waste 
Management.

The other is refundable deposits 
paid on bottles and cans at the point 
of purchase. For many consum-
ers, this amounts to a tax, since 
they have little interest in actually 
claiming a refund. Closing recycling 

centers pushes more folks into this 
why-bother category, increasing the 
volume of litter as containers are 
carelessly tossed away.

Meanwhile, the lines at remaining 
facilities are populated by people 
who, for the most part, really need 
the money. Some earn their meager 
livelihood by picking up discarded 
bottles and cans in parks and along 
roadways and redeeming them for 
cash.

State and local governments 
must face up to their obligation to 
adequately fund recycling programs, 
especially during times when the 
resale market for materials is low.

The long line in Sand City under-
scores the fact that our recycling 
systems are every bit as fragile as 
the natural eco systems they are 
designed to protect.

© 2015 Peter Funt

Peter Funt: Recycling programs being hit by dropping prices, long lines, layoffs and bad math
(Continued from Page 1)

Join the Brazoria County Historical Museum Board of Directors as they 
celebrate Some Enchanted Evening at the Twentieth Annual Father of Texas 
Awards Banquet. 

Held on Saturday, April 30, the awards banquet will feature a cocktail recep-
tion and dinner catered by On the River, and a silent auction.

Three outstanding community members will also be recognized for their 
contributions in the respective areas of leadership, pioneer spirit, and literature: 
Nancy Wollam, John Travis (Jacko) Garrett, and Andrew Torget. 

Help celebrate their achievements as well as contributions to our community 
by attending the Museum’s annual fundraiser. 

Tickets are $60 each, or a sponsorship table for eight begins at $600. 
Proceeds from this year’s awards banquet will support the Museum’s mission to 
provide continued collection care, present compelling exhibitions, and innova-
tive programming for all ages.

Reserve your seats today by calling (979) 864-1208. 

Museum to hold Father of Texas Banquet
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From The Earth Day Network
Washington, DC – In less than one and a half months, over one bil-

lion people in 192 countries will take action to protect our shared 
environment. All across the globe, in big cities to small villages 
and everything in-between, people are organizing, demanding 
climate action, cleaning up their local communities, meeting 
with their elected officials, planting trees, and teaching their 
children to protect our planet.

This year, in a rare and special event, United Nations 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has invited every 
world leader to the United Nations to officially sign 
the Paris Climate Agreement reached this past 
December. It is no coincidence that the agreement 
is being opened for signatures on April 22nd, Earth 
Day.

“Earth Day is the largest, most recognizable face 
of the environmental movement,” said Kathleen 
Rogers, president of Earth Day Network. “Millions of 
people in dozens of different countries will become 
lifelong environmentalists this and every Earth Day. 
Hundreds of thousands will be children – our planet’s 
future. They will join the more than 1 billion people 
who already use Earth Day to focus on the urgent need 
to stabilize and reduce global greenhouse gas emis-
sions, fight climate change, act locally, become climate 
voters, and protect their children’s futures.”

This year Earth Day Network is focusing on the urgent need 
to plant new trees and forests worldwide. Throughout the year, 
EDN sponsors and takes part in tree plantings across the US and 
worldwide. But this year we are raising the stakes. As we begin the four 

year count down to Earth Day’s 50th anniversary in 2020, Earth Day Network is 
pledging to plant 7.8 billion trees worldwide – one for every person on Earth! 

That’s incredibly ambitious, but we believe this down-payment must be 
made in order to combat climate change and keep our most vulner-

able eco-systems from facing extinction.
“We have no higher priority this year than to make sure the 

United States, China, India, the EU, and all the largest CO2 
emitters sign the Paris Agreement. EDN has launched a 
petition calling on world leaders – including President 
Obama — to show leadership. (You can sign the U.S. 
petition).We need to prove that what happened in Paris 
last December was not all talk. We need to take action.  
Signing the Paris Agreement this Earth Day at the 
United Nations is just the beginning,” Rogers said. 
“That, coupled with our global activities, will make this 
the largest, most significant Earth Day in years. And 
it’s the perfect start in our countdown to Earth Day 
2020, our 50th!”

Across the world, millions of schoolchildren and their 
teachers will take part in education, civic, and outdoor 

programs that will teach them about the importance of 
clean air and water, how to begin a lifelong practice of 

civic participation, and experience the wonders of nature. 
In almost every country on Earth, citizens will be making 

demands of their governments to take action to address the 
climate crises, starting with the signing of the Paris Climate 

Agreement on April 22nd, Earth Day.
This is Earth Day’s legacy – the largest and most active citizen 

engagement campaign on Earth.
For more information about Earth Day events, see http://www.earthday.org.

World leaders to sign Paris climate agreement on Earth Day, the largest environmental event
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History of Earth Day: Started as a bipartisan conservation effort that went global
The Earth Day Network

The idea came to Earth Day 
founder Gaylord Nelson, then a 
U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, after 
witnessing the ravages of the 1969 
massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, 
California. 

Inspired by the student anti-war 
movement, he realized that if he 
could infuse that energy with an 

emerging public consciousness 
about air and water pollution, it 
would force environmental pro-
tection onto the national political 
agenda. Senator Nelson announced 
the idea for a “national teach-in on 
the environment” to the national 
media; persuaded Pete McCloskey, 

a conservation-minded Republican 
Congressman, to serve as his co-
chair; and recruited Denis Hayes 
as national coordinator. Hayes built 
a national staff of 85 to promote 
events across the land.

As a result, on the 22nd of April, 
20 million Americans took to the 

streets, parks, and auditoriums to 
demonstrate for a healthy, sus-
tainable environment in massive 
coast-to-coast rallies. Thousands of 
colleges and universities organized 
protests against the deterioration 
of the environment. Groups that 
had been fighting against oil spills, 
polluting factories and power plants, 
raw sewage, toxic dumps, pesti-
cides, freeways, the loss of wilder-
ness, and the extinction of wildlife 
suddenly realized they shared 
common values.

Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare 
political alignment, enlisting support 
from Republicans and Democrats, 
rich and poor, city slickers and farm-
ers, tycoons and labor leaders. The 
first Earth Day led to the creation 
of the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency and the passage 
of the Clean Air, Clean Water, and 
Endangered Species Acts. “It was 
a gamble,” Gaylord recalled, “but it 
worked.”

As 1990 approached, a group 
of environmental leaders asked 
Denis Hayes to organize another 
big campaign. This time, Earth Day 
went global, mobilizing 200 million 
people in 141 countries and lifting 
environmental issues onto the world 
stage. Earth Day 1990 gave a huge 
boost to recycling efforts worldwide 
and helped pave the way for the 
1992 United Nations Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro. It also prompted 
President Bill Clinton to award 
Senator Nelson the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom (1995) -- the 
highest honor given to civilians in 
the United States -- for his role as 
Earth Day founder.

Republicans and Democrats helped Earth Day get started in 1970
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Here is how you can grow your business and conserve. Take out 
an ad in a newspaper, which are 100% recyclable. Then, watch 

your business flourish, along with the planet. Call 979-849-5407.

13 million U.S. coastal residents could face flooding
By Ann M. Simmons
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

As many as 13 million people living along U.S. coastlines could face 
flooding by the end of the century because of rising sea levels, according to 
a new study that warns that large numbers of Americans could be forced to 
relocate to higher ground.

The estimated number of coastal dwellers affected by rising sea level is 
three times higher than previously projected, according to the study pub-
lished in the science journal Nature Climate Change.

If protective measures are not implemented, the study says, large 
numbers of Americans could be forced to relocate in a migration mirroring 
the scale of the Great Migration of African-Americans from Southern states 
during the 20th century.

“We’ve been underestimating what those potential impacts could be,” said 
Mathew Hauer, one of the co-authors of the study. He is an applied demog-
rapher at the University of Georgia, Athens and a doctoral candidate in the 
school’s geography department.

Rising sea levels, widely believed to be the result of climate change, are 
threatening to wipe out some of the world’s island nations, such as the Mal-
dives in South Asia that scientists say could vanish under water this century.

“Coastal communities are among some of the most rapidly growing in the 
United States, so we have to think about the anticipated expansion of those 
populations that is likely to occur in this century,” Hauer said.

Their findings revealed that if the sea level rose 35.4 inches by the year 
2100, some 4.2 million people in U.S. coastal regions would be at risk of 
flooding. But if the sea level were to rise by 70.9 inches, which lies at the 
higher end of projections by NOAA, then the number of those at risk of flood-
ing would reach 13.1 million.

Sea levels to rise throughout century
EARTH DAY 2016
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Imagine what the world would be 
like without some of our wildlife and 
how different everyday life would 
be. This Earth Day, Moody Gardens 
will show guests what this could be 
like with its annual One Earth, One 
Choice activities April 22, 23 and 24.

On April 23, guests can start the 
day with a free yoga class in the 
morning at 7 a.m, or 9 a.m. Then 
take part in gardens tours, a trea-

sure hunt, arts and crafts, and a free 
milkweed plant giveaway throughout 
the day as supplies last. There will 
also be an Earth Day Expo in the 
Garden Lobby with speakers that 
will focus on aromatherapy, palm oil, 
and birds. Guests can also attend 
presentations on gardening and 
sustainable cooking on Saturday.

Throughout the weekend, guests 
can check out the Rainforest 

Pyramid to witness a breathtaking 
tribute to rapidly vanishing wonders 
of Africa, Asia and the Americas that 
showcases some of the issues that 
are having a negative impact in the 
wild. 

Guests can also enjoy Keeper 
Chats with Moody Gardens biolo-
gists with a variety of animals that 
range from butterflies and birds to 
komodo dragons and more. Staff 

will lead discussions on important 
environmental issues as visitors 
can learn how to better protect the 
planet for the future. Sunday, there 
will also be free live musical enter-
tainment for guests to enjoy.

The Moody Gardens “ZOOper-
market” will be open the entire 
weekend inside the Rainforest 
Pyramid, allowing guests to learn 
about palm oil and how environmen-
tally friendly their food is. In addition 
to the “ZOOpermarket” guests can 
take part in arts and crafts tables on 
both Saturday and Sunday.

“Conservation and education are 
a very important part of the Moody 
Gardens mission,” said Moody 
Gardens President and CEO John 

Zendt. “Earth Day allows us the 
opportunity to offer some fun and 
informative activities that can inspire 
small and big changes in our every-
day lives.”

Moody Gardens is offering a 
special $29.95 Combo Pass to 
visit the Aquarium and Rainforest 
Pyramids April 22-24. One Earth, 
One Choice is possible with the 
partnership of the Friends of Moody 
Gardens. For the complete One 
Earth, Once Choice  schedule, visit 
www.moodygardens.org/earthday

Moody Gardens® is a public, 
non-profit, educational destination 
utilizing nature in the advancement 
of rehabilitation, conservation, 
recreation, and research.

Moody Gardens One Earth, One Choice celebration to inspire change on Earth Day weekend

Solar rooftops make sense everywhere
From Earthtalk -The Environmental Magazine

In the United States, whether or not it is easy and economical to go solar 
depends more on state politics than prevailing weather trends. In those 
states with ample sunshine and the legislative initiative to get solar panels 
on residential roofs, there has never been a better—or cheaper—time to put 
photovoltaic panels to use.

According to Solar Power Rocks, a website that helps homeowners 
understand the rules, incentives and investment returns on local solar panel 
installations, the top three states where switching over to solar power makes 
the most economic sense are in the Northeast (New York, Massachusetts 
and Connecticut). Maryland, Connecticut, Oregon, Minnesota, New Mexico, 
Vermont and Colorado round out the top 10.

What makes these states particularly prime for rooftop solar is their willing-
ness to allow homeowners to lease photovoltaic equipment from third-party 
owners (like Sun Edison, Solar City, SunRun, etc.) and legislature-backed 
incentives to help keep costs down overall. Going solar in one of these 
states might end up being cheaper than remaining on the grid.

Surprisingly, a few states in the South (Florida, North Carolina, Oklahoma 
and Kentucky), where solar panels would seem like a no-brainer, continue to 
resist this change for the better, in large part due to entrenched utility lobbies 
intent on maintaining their fossil-fuel-based lock on the status quo. According 
to a recent Rolling Stone article by Tim Dickinson, the recent ascent of solar 
power in the U.S. poses a grave threat to the business interests of big fossil 
fuel industry investors. Dickinson details how these entrenched interests are 
“mounting a fierce, rear-guard resistance at the state level—pushing rate 
hikes and punishing fees for homeowners who turn to solar power.” He adds 
that their efforts have “darkened green-energy prospects in could-be solar 
superpowers” like Arizona and Nevada. “But nowhere has the solar industry 
been more eclipsed than in Florida, where the utilities’ powers of obstruction 
are unrivaled.”

“The solar industry in Florida has been boxed out by investor-owned 
utilities (IOUs) that reap massive profits from natural gas and coal,” reports 
Dickinson. “These IOUs wield outsize political power in the state capital 
of Tallahassee, and flex it to protect their absolute monopoly on electricity 
sales.”

While Florida might be a laggard on rooftop solar for now, that could all 
change if some residents are successful in their drive for an amendment to 
the state constitution to allow for third-party solar ownership (which would 
enable solar leasing). Of course, the state’s utilities have challenged the 
amendment by creating their own, designed to confuse voters into keeping 
solar panels off their rooftops. 

EARTH DAY 2016
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

Who knew San Diego had 27 O’s in it?
The Padres — losing 15-0, 3-0 and 7-0 to the Dodgers — became the first 

team in MLB history to open the season with three straight shutout losses.
On the bright side, though … Anyone up for Krispy Kreme Donut Night?
School’s out
Federal agents set up a fake university — the University of Northern New 

Jersey — to break up a ring that sold more than 1,000 bogus non-immigrant 
student visas. The ruse was so convincing, insiders say, that eight SEC 
teams already had them on next season’s nonconference football schedule.

For the birds
A Pine Siskin landed on Bernie Sanders’ podium and stayed for a few 

moments during an outdoor rally in Portland last month. Philadelphians, 
not to be outdone, immediately offered to give him the bird at an upcoming 
Phillies game.

Sports quiz
The Blue Jays manager who complained “they’re trying to put dresses 

on us” with MLB’s new stricter rules on sliding is: a) John Gibbons; b) Terry 
Bradshaw; c) Dennis Rodman.

Chin up, Padres
The 1943 St. Louis Cardinals — whose 26 scoreless innings to start the 

season had been the MLB record for futility — went on to win 105 games 
and lose to the Yankees in the World Series.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Fall follower?
5 Ophidian menace
8 Brightness stats
11 Arts supporters
14 Frat letter
15 Akhenaten’s son
16 On the level
17 Battle of Khafji conflict
19 “Battle it out” quintet
20 Plasma particle

21 Loafer’s lack
22 Some audiobooks
23 Pro shop supplies
26 Opposite of bids
27 Kool-Aid alternative
28 “__ Eterno”: 2004 sports docu-
mentary
29 Boorish
30 Detergent with Oxi Booster
31 Bone: Pref.
32 “Seasons in the Sun” songwriter

33 Dot on an MTA map
34 “Love in the Time of __”: Garcia 
Marquez work
36 ICU staffer
39 “Can’t argue with that!”
41 Former car-financing org.
42 It may come after you
43 Court attire
45 Rooting sound
46 Hardly bright
47 “Agreed!”
48 Title girl in a 1965 #1 hit
50 Sushi topper
51 Mall draw
52 Sci-fi suffix
53 Signs of dissatisfaction
55 Appears ... and the contents of 
this puzzle’s circles?
57 “Missed your chance!”
59 Brief facilities?
60 Zing
61 Early Alaskans
62 Memphis-to-Nashville dir.
63 Year abroad
64 Payroll deduction, perhaps

DOWN
1 The Police, most of the time
2 Bit of deception
3 A, in Argentina
4 ISP option
5 Shoptalk
6 Treats as persona non grata
7 D.C. figure
8 Realization often preceded by 
“Whew!”
9 Charlatans
10 Hardly gloss over
11 Still-life subject
12 Swallowed one’s pride
13 Rodgers and Hart title lyric that 
precedes “I get no dizzy spells”
18 Roadside warning
20 James Brown memoir
24 Inclusive pronoun
25 Quartet member
29 One way to lighten the mood
32 Word before or after name
35 Key of Dvorak’s “New World 
Symphony”: Abbr.
37 Before
38 They can’t be beaten
40 Get Wired again
43 Fight in the sticks
44 Fred Astaire, by birth
48 President Francois Hollande’s 
birthplace
49 Whale relative
54 Bulldog fans
56 Facial spot
57 Brother of Jack and Bobby
58 College Football Playoff cham-
pion crowned Jan. 12, 2015
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
PUG  BOXER  HOUND  BEAGLE  POODLE  SPANIEL
Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
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Did you know? ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

• Jay Leno is the performer who has the most film credits for playing himself 
in movies.

• In Australia, if you have a half of a torn AU$20 bill, you can still get AU$10 
for it.

• Steven Tyler, Aerosmith’s frontman, claims that he spent at least $5 million 
on cocaine in the 1970s and ‘80s.

• In 2011, almost 100 World War II bombs were washed onto a beach in 
England by abnormal tides.

• For the first time in history, the people in the world who are obese outnum-
ber those who are underweight.
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Small businesses love 
our prices. The Bul-
letin enables you to 
keep your business 
visible all the time. 

Call (979) 849-407 to 
see how affordable we 

really are. 

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: FUROR  MAJOR  SHAKEN  COSTLY
Answer: Easy to get from astronomers -- NO MORE STARS

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t put all of your 
eggs in one basket. Your financial outlook may seem 
to be on the upswing but you still cannot afford to be 
wasteful. Study your options carefully in the week 
ahead and reevaluate existing investments.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Rock the romance. In 
the upcoming week you may be more outgoing about 
expressing your affection. You may be preoccupied by 
fancies and fantasies and miss the facts when your 
wallet is concerned.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You can swim with the 
dolphins or fly with the eagles. Don’t let family mem-
bers or a situation at home limit your freedom during 
the week to come. Wishful thinking is only worthwhile 
when wishes come true.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): This week you will 
find that the pen is truly mightier than the sword. You’ll 
find the words that will help you get your way with 
ease. You can talk your way through any situation. 
Friends may add fuel to your fire.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Use a magnifying glass to 
read the fine print. You could achieve a higher level 
of intimacy with a loved one during the week ahead, 
but your tendency to see what you want to see could 
cause you to lose money.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Speak your mind. Tell 
everybody exactly how you feel. During the week to 
come, when pressed for an opinion, don’t be con-
cerned with sparing someone’s feelings; give your 
complete and honest view of a situation.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Sail the salty seas of 
imagination. Throw caution to the wind and explore your 
adventurous side in the week ahead. Vision and enthusi-
asm can lead to great ideas and could yield vast benefits 
for your future. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The little things mean 
a lot. You may win recognition this week if you go out of 
your way to be kind to someone. You’ll help someone far 
more by telling them the truth rather than letting build up 
with false hopes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Take your medi-
cine. Sometimes it isn’t whether you receive a winning 
hand but if you can play a bad hand well. Make it your 
business to accept your lessons with good grace during 
the week to come.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t be so practical 
that you forget to be pertinent. Be generous with those 
around you this week. Generosity isn’t always about 
money. A kind word, a pat on the back or a smile works. A 
positive attitude is contagious.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Don’t shake the tree 
unless you can predict what will fall out. You may have an 
urge to shake things up this week by trying something dif-
ferent or making a drastic change. Explain your reasoning 
to loved ones.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Communication is the 
key to success. Engage in stimulating conversations to 
gain insights and intimate details that will bring you closer 
to a valuable goal. Keep your promises and charm your 
way to the top this week.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, Paul Revere began his 
famous ride in the Boston and 
Charlestown areas, warning 
colonists that British invaders were 
coming - by sea, as it turned out. 
In 1906, a devastating earthquake 
struck San Francisco, followed by 
raging fires. About 700 people died.

April 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1982, astrophysicist Dr. Sally Ride 
was introduced as the United 
States’ first female astronaut; 
she flew on the seventh and 41st 
space-shuttle missions. In 1995, 
168 people were killed when the 
federal building in Oklahoma City 
was bombed by domestic terrorists.

April 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1971, the Supreme Court upheld 
the use of busing to achieve racial 
desegregation in public schools. In 
2010, an explosion and fire on BP’s 
Deepwater Horizon oil-drilling plat-
form in the Gulf of Mexico led to the 
worst oil spill in history; it polluted 
Louisiana’s coastal marshes and 

estuaries and those of four other 
Gulf states.

April 21: ON THIS DATE in 753 
B.C., according to tradition, the city 
of Rome was founded. In 1918, 
Baron Manfred von Richthofen, the 
German aviator known as the “Red 
Baron,” was killed in action during 
World War I after downing 80 Allied 
planes.

April 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1509, Henry VIII was crowned 
king of England. In 1970, the first 
Earth Day was held to focus on the 
need for conservation of natural 
resources.

April 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1891, Jews were expelled from 
Moscow. In 1985, the Coca-Cola 
Co. announced it was changing the 
secret flavor formula for Coke. Neg-
ative public reaction later prompted 
the company to resume selling the 
original version, while the modified 
version remained on the market for 
a while as “New Coke.”

April 24: ON THIS DATE in 

1898, Spain declared war on the 
United States after rejecting Amer-
ica’s ultimatum to withdraw from 
Cuba. In 1980, the United States 
launched an abortive attempt to 
free American hostages in Iran, a 
mission in which eight U.S. service 
members died.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1902, 
physicists Marie and Pierre Curie 
isolated the radioactive element 
radium.

This week’s question: In 
1965, U.S. Marines invaded what 
Caribbean nation?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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stuffed dog’s name was Sam.
Students responsible with the 

uplifting experience attend More-
cambe Bay Primary School in 
northwest England.

The youngsters monitored the 
toy dog’s location via GPS tracking 
equipment as he beamed back beau-
tiful images showing the curvature of 
the Earth.

But when the balloon popped, 
Sam detached from the tracker and 
camera. The equipment plummeted 

back down and was discovered in a 
field in Burnley, some 48 miles south-
east of the launch site. Fortunately, it 
didn’t hit anyone.

The stuffed canine astronaut was 
nowhere to be found. It could have 
fallen back to Earth somewhere. A 
search is under way. But it’s more fun 
to think that Sam, the stuffed dog, is 
now lost in space.

Why not just flush it?
A lot of people just flush their dead 

fish down the toilet, but that was not 

an option for Laura Psutka, 24, a 
paramedic from Ontario, Canada.

The fish resided in an aquarium 
in her bathroom, and over time they 
had grown close. The fish’s name 
was Peeping Tom, just to satisfy 
everyone’s curiosity whether it had a 
name.

“He really became a member of 
the family, as weird as that is to say 
about a fish,” Psutka told the Huffing-
ton Post. “He was a great companion, 
always just hanging out.”

Yes, in general, that’s what fish in 
aquariums do - hang out. They really 
can’t go anywhere past the glass 
surroundings.

“He lived in my bathroom,” Psutka 
said. “Livin’ his life watching people 
poop and shower.”

That would kill me off pretty 
quickly, but fish are different. They 
don’t really understand what’s going 
on. To them, the bathroom may just 
look like some strange universe.

Peeping Tom eventually died of 
old age, and Psutka decided to give 
it a Viking sendoff. She put the dead 
fish in a very small replica of a viking 
ship, pushed it off the shore and lit 
the matches on the ship. There went 
Peeping Tom to the other side, well 
done. Maybe even overdone.

Editor’s Note: When I was just a 
kid and had an aquarium, all the dead 
fish got flushed down the toilet. 

No. 2 Museum opens
If you thought the British were a 

little crazy, you may be right.
In the Isle of Wight Zoo, visitors 

can now enjoy the Poo Museum. 
There are exhibits from more than 20 
different animals, and they even have 
some fossilized poo dating back 140 
million years.

Nigel George, one of the crap 
curators, says the reason for doing 
a museum dedicated to doody is 
simple: “Poo provokes strong reac-
tions.”

That may be an understatement.
The exhibits don’t smell, though. 

The museum is using a specialized 
dryer to take the smell away. Like 
anyone who has ever gone to a zoo 
would object to a little smell. It can’t 
be worse than the elephant exhibit.

The Poo Museum officials made 
a big announcement recently. The 
exhibits will be going on tour in the 
fall.

Touring poo - it is historical (or 
hysterical - either way).

Ramblings: recap of weird stories you may have missed
(Continued from Page 1)
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