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Come see the Easter Bunny 
at Brazos Mall  

See Page 2

Free Lake Jackson spring 
concerts start April 25

See Page 10

Dow Gives grant program 
now taking applicants  

See Page 5

(Continued on Page 2)

When writing
is like late 
night comedy

AUSTIN — As the number of 
crashes caused by distracted drivers 
continues to rise, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation is urging 
motorists to put away their mobile 
devices and other distractions, and 
pay attention to the road. April marks 
National Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month and the kickoff of TxDOT’s 
annual Talk, Text, Crash public educa-
tion campaign.

“The statistics in Texas are sober-
ing,” said John Barton, TxDOT deputy 
executive director. “One in five traffic 
crashes in Texas is caused by a 
distracted driver, and last year 459 
people were killed as a result. Those 
deaths were preventable. It’s simple: 
We want drivers to focus 100 percent 
on driving when they’re behind the 
wheel — for their sake and the sake 
of others.”

Distracted driving-related crashes 
(Continued on Page 4)

Tx.DOT launches 
campaign against 
driving distractions

Pictured from left are: Kristen Pforr, BASF production director; George Franklin, Brazosport Health Foun-
dation board president; Chris Witte, senior vice president and general manager of the BASF site in Freeport, 
Texas; Dr. Bruce Meyers, co-chair, Cornerstone of Caring Capital Campaign; Al Guevara, Brazosport Regional 
Health System president and CEO; Jacque Cundieff, co-chair, Cornerstone of Caring Capital Campaign, and Dr. 
Roland Prezas, BRHS chief of staff and medical director.

BASF Corporation in Freeport, 
Texas, has donated $500,000 to 
the Brazosport Regional Health 
Foundation.

The contribution is part of the 
foundation’s $5 million capital cam-

paign, which will fund major renova-
tions to the hospital.

The renovations include redesign-
ing patients’ rooms and nurses’ sta-
tions, constructing a new emergency 
room, and other enhancements.

“At this time BASF is the lead 
corporate donor for our foundation’s 
capital campaign, which runs through 
fall 2015. This donation underscores 
BASF’s commitment to our hospital 

BASF donates $500K to Brazosport Regional Health Foundation 

(Continued on Page 4)

By Don Lee
Tribune Washington Bureau (MCT)

WASHINGTON — The U.S. econ-
omy shook off the winter doldrums 
and added a healthy batch of new 
jobs last month, a reassuring sign that 
the labor market recovery remains on 
track.

The gain of 192,000 jobs in March, 
reported Friday by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, indicated that the 
hiring slowdown earlier in the winter 
was temporary and stemmed from the 
unusually cold weather across much 
of the country. All the jobs added last 
month came in the private sector, 
lifting total non-government payrolls to 
a new peak.

The jobless rate, though, stayed 
at an uncomfortably high level of 6.7 
percent as more workers joined the 

(Continued on Page 7)

U.S. adds 192K 
jobs, but jobless 
rate holds steady

EARTH DAY is 
on April 22. See 
special section 

starting on 
Page 11.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The entire story took up only 
six paragraphs. It concerned a 
half-naked woman who smashed 
up a fast food restaurant because 

a clerk at the 
counter asked 
her to put her 
top back on.

Six brief 
paragraphs on 
the Reuters 
news wire, 
attributed to 
two writ-

ers and one editor. This story, 
it appears, was given a lot of 
attention.

The woman caused $10,000 
in damage, smashing everything 
in sight. My guess is that she 
experienced low blood sugar and 
just needed some protein. I cannot 
explain the topless part, but the 

ROUNDABOUT
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LAKE JACKSON, TX — Priority 
registration for the summer and fall 
semesters is currently under way at 
Brazosport College.

Registration is currently open for 
students who have completed at least 
36 credit hours. Dual Credit students, 
veterans and preapproved honors 
students are also eligible to register 
now. Students are encouraged to 
register and pay tuition and fees 
online from their own computers at 
their convenience.

Students are being allowed to 
register on specific dates, depending 

on the number of credits completed. 
For example, students with at least 
24 hours can begin registering on 
April 14, followed by students with at 
least 12 hours on April 21.

Open registration for all students 
begins on April 28.

To register online, students can 
use Brazosport College’s registration 
system, myBC, which can be found at 
www.brazosport.edu/mybc.

Onsite registration is also available 
at the college during normal work-
ing hours. The same as registering 
online, students can only register 

Priority registration ongoing at Brazosport College
onsite on specific dates depending on 
credits earned. Open onsite registra-
tion starts April 28.

New students are not immediately 
eligible for online registration, but 
can start the registration process by 
applying at www.ApplyTexas.org. 
After the application process is 
completed, a college representative 
will contact prospective students with 
more information.

For more information, visit 
www.brazosport.edu/register, or call 
the college’s main switchboard at 
(979) 230-3000.

woman was arrested and taken to a 
hospital. 

Two reporters and an editor made 
sure that the story was absolutely 
accurate.

It brought back memories of the 
crazy stuff I covered for the Houston 
Chronicle over the years right here in 
Brazoria County. But the characters 
in my story had their clothes on.

Well, almost all of them. The ani-
mals in the stories were not wearing 
anything.

The parrot inside the cage 
remained quiet. It was supposed 
to say some words to help Sheriff’s 
detective Steve Ricks determine who 
was the real owner, but the bird was 
silent.

The cage was in a narrow hallway 
at the sheriff’s department on the 
fourth floor of the courthouse in 
Angleton. That was before they 
moved out to the country.

The parrot was probably spooked 
with all the people wearing guns 
coming and going, but the point is 
that it kept whatever words it knows 
to itself.

Steve was nice enough to pose 
with the parrot, and the story got a lot 
of attention the next morning, when 
it ran in the Chronicle. It made all the 
wires, which made it a home run in 

my book.
That’s how we measured a story’s 

success back in those days. When 
the wires ran with it, the story was 
a home run. If it ran Page 1 and got 
picked up, it was a grand slam.

I ran into Steve recently in the 
supermarket, and we talked about 
that story. He still has a copy of it. 
I do too, somewhere deep inside a 
drawer.

And then there was the story about 
the dog in the then-newly opened 
county animal shelter that couldn’t 
figure out how to drink water from a 
fancy faucet.

The dog was supposed to nudge 
the contraption, and water would 
come out. Right next to the faucet 
was an old-fashioned bowl of water. 
That did the trick.

You know that, as a responsible 
journalist, I had to make a a big deal 
out of that unfortunate circumstance. 
Especially since that dog at the time 
was the only occupant in the entire 
shelter.

I bet it didn’t take long to fill it up 
with all the strays running around the 
county.

I got a Chronicle photographer to 
come out and shoot a dog (with a 
camera) who couldn’t operate the 
canine fountain. This story also made 
all the wires. Success.

It didn’t take long for me to realize 
that crazy stories like this play well. 
I started looking for them and hit a 
home run every time. 

Of course, I wrote a lot more seri-
ous stories than crazy ones, but most 
of those don’t stand out as much.

I’m not going to reminisce here 
about all of them, but I’ll try to weave 
them somehow into other columns. 
All it takes is a transitional paragraph 
or phrase, and I’m off running and 

rambling.
Look here. A woman in Texas was 

arrested after she called police to 
report that her drug dealer sold her 
some bad pot.

Lady, where were you when I 
needed you? That’s an automatic 
grand slam, especially if you agree 
to an interview. That’s like two grand 
slams.

Here is how it may sound:
“I didn’t know what else to do. My 

dealer ripped me off.”
How do you feel about that?
“I still can’t believe it. Drug dealers 

today cannot be trusted. What’s this 
world coming to?”

If he is reading this, what would 
you like to tell him? How is your 
family taking all this?

The story would be everywhere. 
No Pulitzer quality, but so what? 
More reminiscing later. Have a good 
week.

Fast food restaurant destruction by woman brings back memories of some crazy stories in Brazoria County
(Continued from Page 2)
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed notices, but do 

not accept faxed notices or notices sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert them here for publication.

      EXPENSIVE, BUT HIP
Q.  What’s possibly the “hip-

pest” new reason for a trip to the 
emergency room?  

A.  Distracted walking, as there are 
more and more “Pedestrian Injuries 
Due to Mobile Phone Use in Public 
Places,” according to the authors of 
a journal report, says Steve Mirsky 
in “Scientific American” magazine.  
Using data from 100 U.S. hospitals 
to approximate this injury rate, it was 
estimated that in 2004 some 560 
people had whacked themselves 
hard enough on a telephone pole to 
need emergency room treatment; by 
2010, the number had likely topped 
1500 (from “Accident Analysis & 
Prevention.”)  During the same time 
period, other sorts of injuries to 
pedestrians actually decreased. 

As it turns out, 16-to-25-year-old 
males are the group most prone to 
this type of injury.  But young people 
are not the only distracted ones, 
Mirsky adds.  “I know of a prominent 
scientist who tumbled down the 
stairs while screwing around on a 
phone and wound up hospitalized.  
This person knows all too well that 
whether you are using an iPhone, a 
Galaxy, a Droid or a Jitterbug, force 
equals mass times acceleration.”

And as Ohio State University’s 
study co-author Jack Nasar elabo-

rated,  “If current trends continue, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if the number of 
injuries to pedestrians caused by cell 
phones doubles again between 2010 
and 2015.”  Furthermore, he said, the 
official numbers were probably under-
estimated because not everyone who 
gets hurt goes to the hospital and not 
everyone who goes openly admits to 
having walked into a fire hydrant.
WHO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT?
Q.  In a race to empty their 

bladders, which of these wins 
– elephants, cows, goats or dogs?

A.  None of them do, as they 
all follow the mammalian “law of 
urination,” answers “New Scientist” 
magazine.  The weird fact is that all of 
them take an average of 21 seconds 
to empty themselves, despite dif-
ferences in body and bladder sizes.  
Looking at the physics behind the act, 
Patricia Yang and colleagues at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology used 
filmings and YouTubes of species 
relieving themselves and combined 
data on mass, bladder pressure and 
urethra size to create a mathematical 
model of speeds.  In elephants with 
longer and bigger urethras, the urine 
reaches higher speeds, while dogs 
and goats with their shorter urethras 
get less of a gravitational boost but 
have smaller bladders.  The results 
showed all mammals taking the same 

emptying time.
However, there are limits to the 

law, especially with small mammals 
like rats and bats, where viscos-
ity and surface tension dominate.  
Hence, “their urine is released as 
a stream of drops instead of the 
jet seen in larger mammals.  They 
urinate in under a second.”

    GOLD ONLY BY NAME?
Q.  In the strictly monetary, 

mineral-based sense, how many 
Olympic gold medals would you 
need to take home to become a 
millionaire (U.S. dollars)?

A.  Surprisingly, it’s been over 100 
years since an actual gold medal has 
been awarded, according to “Mental 
Floss” magazine in its piece “The 
Winter Olympics:  Precious Medals.”  
In fact, at the 1900 Olympics in Paris, 
first-place winners got no gold but 
paintings instead.

The percentage of gold in the 
London 2012 gold medal was just 
1%!  Each medal also contained 
93% silver and 6% copper, for a total 
value of $650 from its raw materials.  
Total value for a silver medal with 
93% silver and the rest copper, $335; 
and for a bronze medal, $5.  So if 
you want to do a quick computation, 
divide one million dollars by $650 
(650 into 1,000,000) and you’d need 
about 1,500 gold medals to move the 
money into seven figures.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com) 
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Smith elected TDECU 
board chairman

TDECU has announced that Rich-
ard “Dick” Smith has been elected 
as the new Board Chairman of the 
TDECU Board of Directors.  Smith, 
who has served as a TDECU Board 
Member since 1996, was selected 
for the role upon the retirement of 
Marcus Stephenson. Stephenson, 
who has served on the TDECU Board 
since 2000, will remain a board 
member.

Prior to his election, Smith 
previously held the board posi-
tion of Second Vice Chairman. In 
his new role as Board Chairman, 
Smith will lead the TDECU Board 
as it continues to make TDECU the 
best provider of financial services 
in the communities it serves, while 
the credit union expands to provide 
additional services to its growing 
membership and protect its member 
assets.   

and fatalities in Texas are highest 
among young adults and adults over 
the age of 45. In 2013, the number 
of Texas crashes involving distracted 
driving totaled 94,943, up 4 percent 
from the previous year. 

Drivers who use a cell phone when 
driving are four times more likely to 
get into a crash serious enough to 
cause injury.

While distractions affect drivers of 
all ages, the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration has found that 
hand-held cell phone use is highest 
among 16- to 24-year-olds. 

Text messaging is particularly 
dangerous. New research conducted 
last year by the Texas A&M Transpor-
tation Institute showed reaction times 
double when drivers are distracted by 
text messaging. 

Additionally, sending or receiving a 
text takes a driver’s eyes away from 
the road for an average of 4.6 sec-
onds. At 55 mph, that’s the equivalent 
of driving the length of a football field 
while blindfolded.

While cell phone use is the most 
recognizable driving distraction, 
any type of behavior that draws a 
motorist’s attention away from driv-
ing is dangerous. Distractions can 
include: 

Texting; Checking email; Eating 
and drinking; Grooming; Reading; 
Programming a navigation system; 
Watching a video; Adjusting a radio, 
CD player or other audio device.

(Continued from Page 1) The Talk, Text, Crash campaign 
warns motorists about the dangers of 
distractions and urges them to avoid 
multitasking or engaging in non-
driving activities until they arrive at 
their destination. 

TxDOT launches campaign against driving distractions

– and to our community - and  continues their legacy of support,” said Al Gue-
vara, Brazosport Regional Health System President and CEO, at a reception 
honoring BASF.

“To reciprocate this honor, Brazosport Regional Hospital is proud to name our 
second floor as the ‘BASF Medical Surgical Unit,’” he said. 

“Our gift to the health foundation ensures that our community, our employees 
and their families will continue to have access to quality healthcare locally,” 
said Chris Witte, senior vice president and general manager of the BASF site 
in Freeport. “We believe this gift will go a long way to help ensure that our com-
munity will have the healthcare it needs not only now, but in the future.”

BASF donates $500K to Brazosport 
Regional Health Foundation 

(Continued from Page 1)

Try us out for a month, and you’ll agree that advertising in The 
Bulletin is good for your business. We guarantee the lowest 

rates anywhere in this market area. Call (979) 849-5407.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 15, 2014    THE BULLETIN  Page 5

Allergic asthma sufferers should take precautions when exercising
By Mary Meehan
Lexington Herald-Leader (MCT)

Every year it seems people 
grumble “this is the worst allergy 
season ever.” But, the Allergy and 
Asthma Foundation of America says 
it’s hard to determine year-to-year the 
severity of allergy season.

However, there are some explana-
tions for why more Americans are 
being diagnosed with allergies.

Climate change: Pollen levels 
are gradually increasing every year. 
Part of the reason is climate change. 
Warmer temperatures and milder 
winters can cause plants to begin 
producing and releasing pollen ear-
lier, making the spring allergy season 
longer. Rain can promote plant and 
pollen growth.

Priming effect: When the weather 
becomes erratic and regions experi-
ence unseasonably warm tempera-
tures, there is an early release of 

pollen from trees which triggers 
symptoms. Once allergy sufferers 
are exposed to this early pollen, their 
immune system is primed to react to 
the allergens. This “priming effect” 
can mean heightened symptoms 
and a longer sneezing season for 
sufferers.

Hygiene hypothesis: This theory 
suggests that exposure to bacterial 
by-products from farm animals, and 
even dogs, in the first few months of 
life reduces or delays the onset of 
allergies and asthma. 

Allergy: The new Kleenex: Ever 
hear someone ask for a Kleenex 
instead of a tissue? Much like some 
relate all tissues to Kleenex, many 
also blame runny noses, sneezing 
and itchy eyes on allergies, even 
if they haven’t been accurately 
diagnosed.

WHAT ARE ALLERGIES?
Allergies reflect an overreaction 

of the immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in most 
individuals. These substances can 
trigger sneezing, wheezing, coughing 
and itching.

Allergies are not only bother-
some, but many have been linked 
to a variety of common and serious 
chronic respiratory illnesses (such as 
sinusitis and asthma). Factors such 
as your family history with allergies, 
the types and frequency of symp-
toms, seasonality, duration and even 
location of symptoms (indoors or 
outdoors, for example) are all taken 
into consideration when a doctor 
diagnoses allergies.

Additionally, allergic reactions can 
be severe and even fatal. However, 
with proper management and patient 
education, allergic diseases can be 
controlled, and people with allergies 
can lead normal and productive lives.

—Allergy and Asthma Foundation of America
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Look for us on 
Facebook

The 11th annual River’s End Volunteer Fire Department BBQ Cook-off fund 
raiser will be held May 2 – 3 at 12070 F.M. 2918.

The entry fee is $35 per category entry (categories being brisket, ribs, 
chicken, beef fajitas and beans). Again this year, there will be no meat donation 
to the fire department.

 Entries must be received before cooking begins. Teams may register, set up 
and start cooking Friday, May 2 beginning at 9 a.m. Proceeds from this fund-
raiser will be used to replace the siding on Station 2. 

The general public is also invited to join in the fun and good food for a good 
cause. Contest judging begins at noon on Saturday, May 3 beginning with beef 
fajitas, followed at 1 p.m. with beans, 2 p.m. with ribs, 3 p.m. with chicken and 
finally 4 p.m. with brisket.  A barbecue plate lunch available for $12 will be avail-
able beginning at 11:30 until gone. A silent auction will run all day, closing at 5 
p.m. Bring your appetites – you won’t go home hungry!

Members of R.E.V.F.D. will be at Bernard Grocery (Saturdays) April 12, 19 
and 26 and at Stewart’s Grocery in Brazoria Friday, April 11 with rules and entry 
forms. T-shirts, Koozies and raffle tickets will also be available for sale on the 
same dates and locations. 

For entry forms and more information, call Gloria Powell at (979) 964-4028, 
Tracy Woodall at (979) 482-4626, or Frank Jones at (979) 308-6931, or visit 
www.revfd.com and download the rules and the forms.

 R.E.V.F.D looking for teams for cook-off fund-raiser



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 15, 2014    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

labor force. A broader measure of 
unemployment and underemploy-
ment, which includes part-time 
workers who want more hours, 
edged up last month to 12.7 
percent. And the share of long-term 
unemployed remained historically 
very high, a particular concern for 
many policymakers.

Still, the overall reaction to 
the jobs data from experts was 
positive. Despite the down day 
on Wall Street, attributed partly to 
a sell-off of tech stocks, analysts 
said various elements of the March 
employment report suggested a 
return to a moderate pace of hiring 
in the coming months, if not a slight 
acceleration.

“It’s solid but unspectacular,” 
said Dean Maki, an economist at 
Barclays Research in New York.

Barclays and some other 
forecasters were expecting slightly 
stronger numbers than the 200,000 

increase in jobs that most analysts 
had projected for March, thinking 
employers might add more jobs to 
make up for hiring delayed by the 
harsh weather. That still may occur 
this spring, Maki said, but he wasn’t 
confident of an imminent breakout 
from the pattern of job gains during 
the past couple of years, as eco-
nomic growth has proceeded only 
modestly.

Employers last year added an 
average of 194,000 jobs a month. 
Hiring slowed markedly in Decem-
ber and January as icy conditions 
and heavy snow weakened eco-
nomic activity, but last month work-
ers in the private sector put in more 
hours. In particular, the length of the 
average workweek for manufactur-
ing employees bounced up to match 
a nearly seven-decade high.

That has raised hopes that fac-
tory payrolls, although essentially 
flat in March, will expand in coming 
months.

(Continued from Page 1)

U.S. adds 192 jobs; rate stays same
The Alvin Live Summer Concert 

Series features another stellar 
lineup in 2014 starting off with Texas 
Country Music singer Cory Morrow 
on June 12.

The concert series also includes 
tropical coastal-style singer Kelly 
McGuire on July 10 and the jazz 
band Kelly Dean Group on Aug. 14.

The Summer Concert Series is 
sponsored by the ACC Foundation. 
Funds raised from Alvin Live perfor-
mances are used for ACC Broadcast 
Communications student training and 
scholarships.

Tickets for the Morrow concert will 
be $125 and $1,000 for a reserved 
table of four. Ticket prices for Kelly 
McGuire and Kelly Dean are $40 
and $250 for a reserved table of four. 
Refunds are not available.

Doors for all concerts will open at 
7 p.m. Appetizers and drinks will be 
provided.

To purchase tickets over the 
phone, call (281) 756-3600. To 
purchase tickets online, visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/AlvinLive.

Morrow is a Houston native and 
has a wide following throughout the 
Southwest thanks to his extensive 
touring and lively, dynamic perfor-
mances.

His hits include Beat of Your 
Heart, Ramblin’ Man, Lead Me On 
and Texas On My Mind, a duet he 
performed with Pat Green. Morrow 

has independently sold more than 
200,000 albums.

Kelly McGuire is a local musician 
from Clear Lake. His music is heavily 
influenced by the life and culture 
of the Texas Gulf Coast. His work 
as a songwriter earned him several 
awards. He also won the award for 
Album of the Year for Boat in Belize 
during the Texas Country Music 
Awards in 2008. He was also nomi-
nated as the Performer of the Year 
and Entertainer of the Year in 2008.

The Kelly Dean Group is a local 
jazz band who has performed with 
other popular artists such as Ray 
Charles, Kenny Rogers and Frankie 

Valli and other jazz artists such as 
Terence Blanchard, Charlie Haden, 
Mike Smith and many more.

Band members include:  Kelly 
Dean, John Calderon, Gilbert 
Sedeño, Felix Luna and Vernon 
Daniels.

Kelly Dean performed the first 
Alvin Live concert at the K-219 studio 
in 2011. Since 2011, the ACC Live 
series has used the studio setting 
for its productions on 89.7 FM and 
KACC-TV, Cable Access Channel 16. 
The studio can seat 65 guests. When 
it’s not used for public and private 
events, ACC students work in K-219 
to gain experience in broadcasting.

Alvin Live Summer Concert Series to benefit scholarships
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THE BULLETIN is distrib-

uted each Tuesday by J&S 
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bulletin94@yahoo.com. Faxed or 
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Advertising and news release 
deadline is 5 p.m.Tuesday.

Our 20th year of publishing!

WE’RE VERY SURPRISED 
TO SEE YOU AGAIN, MA’AM: A 
woman, facing a felony theft charge 
in Nashville, Tenn., faked her own 
death to evade the consequences, 
sending authorities a phony death 
certificate stating that she had died 
of a drug overdose in Kentucky. It 
worked for a while, but the scam 
fell apart when she was arrested 
for shoplifting a year later.

O.K., YOU’RE MAD; I GET IT: 
A man, dropping off his girlfriend 
at her home in Newton Town-
ship, Pa., was confronted by her 
husband, who ran him out of the 
house, then got into his car and 
chased him across two counties. 
At one point, the husband rammed 
the boyfriend’s car, prompting both 
men to get out. But, the husband 
came at him with “an object” in his 
hand, so the guy got back into his 
car, and the chase continued. It 
ended when the husband forced 
the boyfriend’s vehicle into a rock 
embankment. He smashed his 
windshield and fled.

I CAN SEE! IT’S A MIRACLE! A 
Wisconsin man, who got $175,000 
in disability payments because he 
claimed to be legally blind, was 
sentenced to prison after fed-
eral agents caught him driving a 
speedboat.

TOTALLY WORTH IT! In order 
to get out of paying a 50-cent 
bridge toll, a man drove out onto 
the frozen Yellow River in Ordos, 
Inner Mongolia, to make the 
crossing of more than half a mile. 
The ice started to creak, horrify-
ing onlookers, but the guy forged 
ahead, ultimately driving trium-
phantly up the bank on the other 
side ten minutes later.

COME AND GET ME, COPPER! 
… OH, YOU’RE HERE? A man, 
being sought for assault charges in 
Freeland, Pa., posted his wanted 
poster on Facebook, and taunted 
the police, challenging them to find 
him. Less than two hours later, they 
did.

I’M FEELING MUCH BETTER 
NOW, THANKS: A man, serving a 
one-month prison term in Sweden, 
told the authorities he urgently 
needed to see a dentist. When 
they failed to accommodate him, 
he escaped, and went to see one 
who was located nearby. After an 
inflamed tooth was removed, the 
guy called the police, who drove 
him back to jail.

WE KNOW YOU’RE IN THERE! 
A high-speed police chase ended 
when a road-rage suspect crashed 
into a corn field in Marsing, Idaho. 
He then ran into the nearby high 
school, which, sadly for him, imme-
diately went into lockdown.

THAT’S WHAT YOU GET FOR 
SHOWING OFF: A young woman, 
whose mother is facing charges of 
helping members of the Philippine 
parliament embezzle $230 million 
from the government, posted a 
picture of herself online bathing in 
money. She will be charged with 
tax evasion.

HEY, I THOUGHT WE HAD 
A DEAL! A psychologist in Gig 
Harbor, Wash., left his laptop with 
a prostitute as collateral while he 
went to an ATM to get cash in order 
to do business with her. She took 
off with it while he was gone. The 
man is facing a license hearing 
because the computer contains the 
health information of hundreds of 
clients.

Owner Operators-Flatbed, 
Pipe Hauling. 80% of load, 
Top drivers avg. $6k/wk! 
Weekly Pay. 23yoa, 2yrs exp, 
CDL-A. www.adamsii.com 
Adams Trucking: 800-525-
6958 x3

Guess who won the office sports 
poll?

The Miami Herald (MCT)
MIAMI — A 9-year-old Miami Gardens boy was arrested and charged 

with aggravated assault and grand theft auto last Tuesday, after stealing his 
mother’s car because he didn’t want to go to school.

Miami Gardens police spokesman Michael Wright said that before taking 
off with the car keys at about 8:15 a.m., the child threw a brick at his mother 
and grandmother.

“He took his mom’s keys,” Wright said. “He didn’t want to go to school 
today.”

The child’s name or school he attends, or why he didn’t want to go to 
school that day, was not immediately known.

According to Wright, the child took the car, then drove around for about 45 
minutes before pulling over when police caught up to him.

Asked if the child appeared to have learned to drive at such a young age, 
Wright said, “surprisingly, yes.”

9-year-old skips school, goes for drive Kissing congressman says he’s sorry
Tribune Washington Bureau (MCT)

WASHINGTON — Louisiana Rep. Vance McAllister has apologized after 
a video surfaced of the Republican lawmaker in a romantic encounter with a 
member of his staff.

On Monday, the Ouachita Citizen posted a brief video sent by an anonymous 
source that shows McAllister, who is married, leaving his congressional office 
in Monroe, La., after passionately kissing a woman the paper identified as his 
district scheduler, Melissa Anne Hixon Peacock.

According to the newspaper, the incident occurred on Dec. 23, barely a 
month after McAllister had been sworn into office.
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (MCT)
A mosquito-borne disease that originated in Africa and elsewhere that has 

not been found yet in the United States is causing concerns among health 
officials, and now the University of Pittsburgh Center for Vaccine Research 
has joined a group of top virologists around the world to respond to the 
recent spread of the disease, caused by the chikungunya virus.

The virus causes fever and joint pain and has now been reported in the 
Caribbean and South America. According to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the World Health Organization first reported that 
mosquitoes on the island of Saint Martin were infected with chikungunya and 
were spreading it to people in December.

As of Friday, cases were reported in these countries: Saint Martin, Sint 
Maarten, Martinique, Guadaloupe, Saint Barthelmy, British Virgin Islands, 
Dominica, French Guiana, Anguilla, St. Kitts and the Dominican Republic. 
Outbreaks are expected soon in the United States.

The new Global Virus Network Chikungunya Task Force, with the Pitt 
scientists as members, was announced as part of World Health Day 2014.

Travelers to the affected countries are advised to prevent being bitten 
by mosquitoes through protective clothing, insect repellent and sleeping in 
screened rooms or under bed nets outdoors.

There is no specific antiviral drug treatment for chikungunya, which can 
resemble dengue fever, also spread by mosquitoes.

The task force’s 16 virologists represent nine countries. William B. Klimstra 
and Kate D. Ryman, both associate professors at Pitt, along with others, will 
represent the United States. The other countries include the United Kingdom, 
France, Ireland, Sweden, Grenada, Estonia, South Africa and Thailand. 
Much of their effort will focus on faster identification of infections, improved 
treatment options and the development of an effective vaccine.

A vaccine against chikungunya is a focus of work at Pitt in both the Klims-
tra and Ryman laboratories.

New and improved mosquitoes heading our way It’s always something: With the nicer weather comes spring flu virus
By Melissa Dribben
The Philadelphia Inquirer (MCT)

The intrepid sun has finally beaten 
the frost into reluctant retreat. The 
croci have gathered enough confi-
dence to venture their tender shoots 
outside the earth’s blanket.

After months of hibernation, you 
step outside to take a deep breath of 
warm, sweet, fresh air and …

Hack. Wheeze. Gasp. Shiver. 
Moan.

Back to bed you go.
Influenza B, the annual spring flu, 

is on the rise. With its cruel sense of 
timing, the virus has hit the nation 
with slightly more virulence than 
usual.

“Influenza B is theoretically a 
milder disease than influenza A,” 
said Neil Fishman, an infectious-
disease doctor at the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania. “Suppos-
edly, it is much closer to the common 

cold.”
But the patients Fishman has 

treated at HUP during the last 
two weeks have had more severe 
symptoms than he usually sees this 
time of year.

Normally, as the winter flu season 
ends and officials track precipitous 
downward trends in reported cases 
of influenza A, there is an accompa-
nying increase in influenza B cases, 
Fishman said.
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The history of Earth Day
On April 22, 1970, Gaylord Nelson, a United States Senator, founded the first 

Earth Day in an attempt to bring about a better understanding of the affect we 
have on our planet, and calling us to take action to make positive environmen-
tal changes in our community. The first Earth Day was attended by 20 million 
Americans nationwide, from college campuses to town halls, and giant teach-ins 
were organized in New York City and Philadelphia, the latter event turning into a 
seven-day event known as Earth Week.

This small attempt to start something of this scale on the national level brought 
millions of people to band together in their neighborhoods, starting grassroots 
campaigns to help revolutionize the way we handled waste, recycling, power 
consumption, and conservation in general. That event set a powerful precedent 
for the rest of the world, eventually inspiring more than 140 nations all around the 
globe to have their own Earth Days.

By the year 1990, over 200 million people on Earth were participating in the 
event, making it one of the most-attended organizational activities ever created, 
even being called “the largest secular holiday in the world” by the Earth Day 
Network, the nonprofit organization that is in charge of the event on an annual 
basis since its inception in 1990.

Get involved in local programs
Volunteer and/or Organize an Earth Day walk, bike or run, and donate the 

proceeds to your favorite “green” charity.
Organizers used clear Recycling Bins at Earth Day 2014 events to cut down 

on waste.
Visit a museum as a family on Earth Day in recognition of this special day.
Start a curbside collection program using a bag and tag system to cut down on 

waste and save money on your local trash bill.
Learn the importance of how clear recycling containers collect 50% more than 

opaque containers do at larger Events and high traffic crowds.
Abstain from things that cause Co2, like cars, lawn mowers, and other gaso-

line engines for that day, saving hundreds of metric tons of toxins going into our 
atmosphere.

Attend a national event or festival.  You can find them on the EPA’s website. 
http://www.epa.gov/earthday/events.htm

Make every day Earth Day
None of us are born environmentalists. But we all love our planet and  breath-

ing clean air. Every year on April 22, over a billion people in 190 countries take 
action for Earth Day. From San Francisco to San Juan, Beijing to Brussels, 
Moscow to Marrakesh, people plant trees, clean up their communities, contact 
their elected officials, and more — all on behalf of the environment.

Like Earth Days of the past, Earth Day 2014 will focus on the unique environ-
mental challenges of our time. As the world’s population migrates to cities, and 
as the bleak reality of climate change becomes increasingly clear, the need to 
create sustainable communities is more important than ever. Earth Day 2014 will 
seek to do just that through its global theme: Green Cities. With smart invest-
ments in sustainable technology, forward-thinking public policy, and an educated 
and active public, we can transform our cities and forge a sustainable future. 
Nothing is more powerful than the collective action of a billion people.

As the global organizer behind Earth Day, Earth Day Network creates tools 
and resources for you to get involved with Earth Day in your community.

EARTH 
DAY

April 22
2014
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Cars that run on air may be just what cities need
howstuffworks.com

At first glance, the idea of running 
a car on air seems almost too good to 
be true. If we can use air as fuel, why 
think about using anything else? Air is 
all around us. Air never runs out. Air 
is nonpolluting. Best of all, air is free.

Air alone can’t be used as a fuel. 
First, energy has to be stored in it 
by squeezing the air tightly using a 
mechanical air compressor. Once 
the compressed air is released, it 
expands. This expanding air can 
be used, for example, to drive the 
pistons that power an engine.

The idea of using compressed air 
to power a vehicle isn’t new: Early 
prototypes of an air-powered vehicle 
go back to the middle of the 19th cen-
tury, even before the invention of the 
internal combustion engine.

At least one manufacturer thinks 
that it’s ready to sell air cars to the 
American public. If all goes well, 
these cars could be available in the 
United States relatively soon. 

The laws of physics dictate that 
uncontained gases will fill any given 
space. The easiest way to see this 
in action is to inflate a balloon. The 
elastic skin of the balloon holds the 
air tightly inside, but the moment 
you use a pin to create a hole in the 
balloon’s surface, the air expands 
outward with so much energy that 
the balloon explodes. Compressing 

a gas into a small space is a way to 
store energy. When the gas expands 
again, that energy is released to 
do work. That’s the basic principle 
behind what makes an air car go.

The first air cars will have air com-
pressors built into them. After a brisk 
drive, you’ll be able to take the car 
home, put it into the garage and plug 
in the compressor. The compressor 
will use air from around the car to 
refill the compressed air tank.

This is a rather slow method of 
refueling and will probably take up 
to two hours for a complete refill. If 
the idea of an air car catches on, air 
refueling stations will become avail-
able at ordinary gas stations, where 
the tank can be refilled much more 
rapidly with air that’s already been 
compressed. Filling your tank at the 
pump will probably take about three 
minutes.

The first air cars will almost 
certainly use the Compressed Air 
Engine (CAE) developed by the 
French company, Motor Development 
International (MDI). Air cars using 
this engine will have tanks that will 
probably hold about 3,200 cubic feet 
(90.6 kiloliters) of compressed air. 
The vehicle’s accelerator operates 
a valve on its tank that allows air to 
be released into a pipe and then into 
the engine, where the pressure of 
the air’s expansion will push against 

the pistons and turn the crankshaft. 
This will produce enough power for 
speeds of about 35 miles (56 kilome-
ters) per hour. When the air car sur-
passes that speed, a motor will kick 
in to operate the in-car air compres-
sor so it can compress more air on 
the fly and provide extra power to the 
engine. The air is also heated as it 
hits the engine, increasing its volume 
to allow the car to move faster.

One major advantage of using 
compressed air to power a car’s 
engine is that a pure compressed air 
vehicle produces no pollution at the 
tailpipe. More specifically, the com-
pressed air cars we’re likely to see 
in the near future won’t pollute at all 
until they reach speeds exceeding 35 
miles per hour. That’s when the car’s 
internal air compressor will kick in to 
achieve extra speed. The motor that 
runs this air compressor will require 
fuel that’ll produce a small amount of 
air pollution. Some fuel (you can use 
eco-friendly biofuels or fossil fuels) 
will also be used to heat the air as it 
emerges from the tank.

The newest compressed air 
engines also offer drivers the option 
of using fossil fuels or biofuels to 
heat the air as it enters the engine. 
Nonetheless, this technology repre-
sents a marked improvement over 
cars powered by internal combustion 
engines.

MDI’s compressed air powered AIRpod.

AIRpod’s engine goes 230 miles on 50 cents.

EARTH  DAY 2014
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The Bullitt Center, a commercial 
building in Seattle, has been named 
the most “Sustainable Building of the 
Year” by World Architecture News 
(WAN). The building — built by 
organizer of the first Earth Day and 
Earth Day Network board chair Denis 
Hayes — enjoyed its ribbon-cutting 
ceremony on Earth Day 2013.

The Bullitt Center features a wide 
variety of sustainable innovations, 

including a grey water collection and 
filtration system, composting toilets, a 
242-kilowatt solar rooftop, a solar-
powered radiant heating system in 
its concrete floors, and 400-foot heat 
exchanger wells.

The building acts as a living organ-
ism. It monitors light, carbon dioxide, 
indoor-outdoor temperatures, and 
weather conditions, and self-adjusts 
accordingly.

According to one of WAN’s judges, 
“There was obviously a deep commit-
ment and collaboration from client, 
public agencies, and the multidisci-
plinary design team to making impor-
tant new discoveries for sustainable 
design.”

Other finalists for the award were 
located in Hong Kong, Norway, 
Australia, Sweden, and United Arab 
Emirates.

Building with environmental features named most “Sustainable”

The Bullitt Center: Most Sustainable Building of the Year.

EARTH  DAY 2014
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Lower water heater thermostat to save energy
Many homes rely on storage water heaters to heat and store warm water for 

daily use. To ensure that hot water is always available, the heaters operate all 
day long, consuming large amounts of energy. In fact, the average water heater 
accounts for upwards of 18% of a standard home’s utility bill.

One way to lower the energy use of your water heater is to lower the unit’s 
thermostat. Most water heater manufacturers set the standard temperature to 
140°F, which, for most people, is way too hot for practical use. By lowering the 
temperature to 120°F, you can limit the amount of energy your water heater 
uses, and save on your utility bills.

Take the pledge to save energy by lowering you water heater temperature 
today!

Energy use in U.S. declining since 2007
According to the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, U.S. 

energy use over the past few years has been declining, and increased energy 
efficiency may be a key factor.

According to the report, U.S. electricity sales experienced a peak in 2007 
and have begun to fall since then. The electricity industry saw a 1.9% decline in 
sales from 2007-2012.

Also, the first ten months of 2013 saw lower overall sales than the first ten 
months of 2012. While the recession of 2008 offers an explanation for the drop 
in sales in 2008 and 2009, the continued decline in sales is thought to be a 
result of more efficient buildings, lighting, and appliances, as well as the erosion 
of U.S. manufacturing and more on-site generation. Hopefully the trend toward 
energy efficiency continues.

How much water does it take to make our food?
EarthTalk®E - The Environmental Magazine

Our food choices and the avail-
ability of fresh water are inextricably 
linked. The crux of the problem is 
that human population numbers 
keep growing — we recently topped 
seven billion people worldwide — yet 
the amount of fresh water available 
remains finite.

And growing food and raising live-
stock to feed increasing numbers of 
humans takes a great deal of water. 
Worldwide, some 70 percent of fresh 
water is used for agriculture.

The United Nations Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO) estimates 
that, by 2050, two-thirds of the people 

on the planet will lack clean water to 
meet even basic needs.

According to the Vegetarian 
Resource Group, the livestock 
industry is the largest user of fresh 
water in the U.S. and in many other 
countries. The billions of livestock 
animals raised for food around the 
world each year consume substan-
tial amounts of water directly. The 
industry also negatively impacts the 
replenishment of fresh water through 
the compaction of soil, the degrada-
tion of banks along watercourses,the 
clearing of forests to expand grazing, 
and other factors.

An even larger issue is the water 

needed to grow the feed that live-
stock eat.

Researchers for the 2006 FAO 
report “Livestock’s Long Shadow” 
report that 634 gallons of water go 
into the production of one hamburger, 
while only 6.6 gallons are needed to 
produce a potato.

Likewise, a cheese pizza requires 
317 gallons of water — given the 
drinking, cleaning and feed needs of 
dairy cows — while a tomato pizza 
only needs 79 gallons.

Eliminating meat consumption 
would be a surefire way to save vast 
amounts of fresh water, and switch-
ing to a vegetarian or vegan diet is 
one way an individual can make a big 
impact on water consumption.

But those loathe to giving up meat 
entirely should consider switching to 
only grass-fed beef. It takes some 
1,400 gallons of fresh water for every 
dollar’s worth of grain fed to a typical 
beef cow, while the water required 
to feed grass-fed cattle falls on the 
pasture from the sky, meaning it is 
free and does not deplete groundwa-
ter reserves at all.

Study: Public transit gains riders, popularity
Public transit use is the highest it’s been in 57 years, according to a report 

by the American Public Transportation Association.
In 2013, approximately 10.7 billion trips were taken by Americans on public 

transit – a 37.2% increase from 1995. The report also found that the number 
of miles driven per person has decreased in 46 states since 2007, indicating 
that Americans really are driving less.

As far as the researchers are concerned, there are a few factors that 
could be the underlying causes of the rise in public transit use. Rising gas 
prices were thought to be of significant impact, although public transit use still 
increased from 2008 to 2013, while gas prices fell.

Another factor that may have contributed to the rise in public transit use 
was the U.S. economy coming back from the recession of 2007-2008.

The increase in use of public transit will also lead to improvements in 
health.

EARTH  DAY 2014
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Tips on how to get kids outside more to appreciate nature
EarthTalk®E - The Environmental Magazine

Getting kids away from computer 
and TV screens and outside into the 
fresh air is an increasing challenge for 
parents everywhere.

Researchers have found that U.S. 
children today spend about half as 
much time outdoors as their counter-
parts did 20 years ago.

The Kaiser Family Foundation 
reports that kids aged eight to 18 
spend on average more than seven 
and a half hours a day — or some 
53+ hours per week — engaging with 
so-called entertainment media. 

Meanwhile, the Children &amp; 
Nature Network (C&amp;NN), a 
non-profit founded by writers and 
educators concerned about “nature 
deficit disorder,” finds that, in a typical 
week, only six percent of American 
kids aged nine to 13 plays outside on 
their own.

According to Richard Louv, 
a founding board member of 
C&amp;NN and author of the book, 
Last Child in the Woods, kids who 
stay inside too much can suffer 
from “nature deficit disorder,” which 
can contribute to a range of behav-
ioral problems, including attention 
disorders, depression and declining 
creativity as well as physical problems 
like obesity.

Louv blames parental paranoia 
about potential dangers lurking out-
doors and restricted access to natural 
areas — combined with the lure of 
video games, websites and TV.

Of course, one of the keys to get-
ting kids to appreciate nature is for 
parents to lead by example by getting 
off the couch and into the outdoors 
themselves. Since kids love being 
with their parents, why not take the 
fun outside? 

For those kids who need a little 
extra prodding beyond following a 
parent’s good example, the National 
Wildlife Federation (NWF), a lead-
ing national non-profit dedicated to 
preserving and appreciating wildlife, 
offers lots of suggestions and other 
resources through its Be Out There 
campaign.

One tip is to pack an “explorer’s kit” 
— complete with a magnifying glass, 
binoculars, containers for collecting, 
field guides, a notebook, bug repellent 
and band-aids — into a backpack and 
leave it by the door to facilitate spon-
taneous outdoor adventures. Another 
idea is to set aside one hour each day 
as “green hour,” during which kids go 
outside exploring, discovering and 
learning about the natural world.

NWF’s online Activity Finder helps 
parents discover fun outdoor activities 

segmented by age. Examples include 
going on a Conifer Quest and making 
a board displaying the different types 
of evergreen trees in the neighbor-
hood, turning an old soda bottle into a 
terrarium and building a wildlife brush 
shelter.

Another great source of inspira-
tion is C&amp;NN which, during 
the month of April, is encouraging 

people of all ages to spend more time 
outdoors at various family-friendly 
events as part of its nationwide Let’s 
Get Outside initiative. Visitors to the 
C&amp;NN website can scroll through 
dozens of events within driving 
distance of most Americans — and 
anyone can register an appropriate 
event there as well.

Researchers have found that 

children who play outside more are 
in better shape, more creative, less 
aggressive and show better concen-
tration than their couch potato coun-
terparts — and that the most direct 
route to environmental awareness for 
adults is participating in wild nature 
activities as kids.

So do yourself and your kid(s) a 
favor, and take a hike!

Houston one of 10 cities that vowed to 
reduce greenhouse-gas emmissions
earthday.org

Both public and private buildings in several American cities will soon see 
extensive green renovations.

Ten cities have vowed to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions from many of 
their city’s buildings, as part of the City Energy Project. This joint effort between 
city governments, the National Resources Defense Council (NRDC), and the 
Institute for Market Transformation, is expected to reduce carbon emissions by 
5 to 7 million tons of carbon annually, the equivalent of taking a million cars off 
the road. This could also save residents and businesses up to $1 billion annu-
ally.

According to a Department of Energy estimate, buildings waste up to 30% 
of the energy they consume. Since most of American energy comes from fossil 
fuels, inefficient buildings contribute a great deal to a city’s pollution and overall 
impact on climate change.

Participant cities are Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Denver, Houston, Kansas 
City, Los Angeles, Orlando, Philadelphia and Salt Lake City. Each city will 
develop a customized plan to save energy. Plans will include many low-to no-
cost initiatives, including installing heating systems to turn off on weekends or 
sensors to turn off lights when a room is unoccupied. Additionally, city govern-
ments will encourage private investment in green buildings by setting cost-
saving examples in municipal buildings. Many cities in this Project have already 
begun energy-saving initiatives. Los Angeles has required new and remodeled 
homes to include “cool roofs,” which reflect sunlight and reduce energy bills. 
Likewise, New York City successfully persuaded landlords to switch from oil to 
natural gas, cutting emissions.

Think green plastics are best? Think again
By Mary Beth Breckenridge
Akron Beacon Journal (MCT)

“Green” plastics apparently aren’t 
as green as you’d think.

It turns out most commercially 
available bio-plastics — plastics made 
from crops such as corn and coconut 
fiber — biodegrade poorly, research-
ers at Ohio State University’s Ohio 
Agricultural Research and Develop-
ment Center in Wooster Township 
have found.

“And in some cases, bio-plastics 
can be worse for the environment 
than fossil-fuel-based plastics when 
taking into account inputs needed to 
grow crops from which these products 
are made, land and water use, and 
the greenhouse gases released from 
these plastics when they do break 
down,” Fred Michel, a biosystems 
engineer at the center, said in a news 

release about the study.
The study was conducted by Michel 

and Eddie Gómez, a recent Ph.D. 
graduate. It was published in the jour-
nal Polymer Degradation and Stability.

The study tested plastics made 
from natural materials as well as 
petroleum-based plastics with addi-
tives that are supposed to help them 
break down. Almost all did a poor job 
of decomposing all three environ-
ments in which they were tested 
— compost, soil and an anaerobic 

digester.
Only one bio-plastic, made via 

sugar fermentation, biodegraded suf-
ficiently, the study found.

To make the matter even more 
complicated, Michel pointed out that 
petroleum-based plastics made from 
polylactic acid, also known as PLA, 
are biodegradable.

“When it comes to biodegradability, 
talking about fossil fuel-based versus 
bio-based plastics does not make 
much sense,” he said.

Solar energy jobs increase in U.S.
The census found that the U.S. solar industry employed more than 142,000 

people in 2013 – a 19.9% increase from 2012 and a 53% increase in the last 
four years (meanwhile, the national average employment growth rate in 2013 
was 1.9%). Not only is the increase in solar jobs a good thing for our economy, 
but it also means that Americans are steadily moving over to solar power from 
conventional energy, further evidenced by the fact that the fossil fuel electric 
generation sector experienced an 8.7% decrease in jobs in 2013.

EARTH  DAY 2014
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Husband’s job woes do not make him a ‘failure’
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1865, President Lincoln was shot 
in Ford’s Theatre by John Wilkes 
Booth. He died the next morning. 
In 1910, President Taft began the 
tradition of throwing out the first 
ball on opening day of the Major 
League Baseball season.

April 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1952, the first test flight of a proto-
type B-52 jet bomber was con-
ducted. In 1955, Ray Kroc opened 
the first McDonald’s restaurant. In 
1986, the United States conducted 
air raids on Libya in retaliation for 
its sponsorship of terrorist activities.

April 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1935, the first radio broadcast of 
“Fibber McGee & Molly” was made. 
In 1946, the United States first 
launched a captured German V-2 
rocket at White Sands Missile Prov-
ing Ground in New Mexico.

April 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1521, Martin Luther was excom-
municated from the Roman Catholic 
Church. In 1961, about 1,500 
CIA-trained Cuban exiles launched 
the disastrous Bay of Pigs invasion 
of Cuba.

April 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, Paul Revere began his 
famous ride, warning colonists that 
the British were coming. In 1906, a 
devastating earthquake struck San 
Francisco, causing numerous fires. 
About 700 people died.

April 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, the American Revolutionary 
War began with the “shot heard 
‘round the world” at Lexington, 
Mass. In 1995, a truck bomb devas-
tated the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City, killing 
168 people, including one rescuer.

April 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1902, scientists Marie and Pierre 
Curie isolated the radioactive ele-
ment radium. In 1971, the Supreme 
Court upheld the use of busing to 
achieve racial desegregation in 
public schools.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1962, Walter 
Cronkite became anchor of “The 
CBS Evening News.”

This week’s question: In 1955, 
Congress decreed that all coins 
of U.S. mintage should bear what 
motto?

Q: My husband is getting very discouraged because he hasn’t been 
able to find a job in his field, or to keep any job the last few years. He 
says he guesses he’s always going to be a failure. He’s almost afraid to 
look now, for fear he’ll end up failing again. What should he do? -- Mrs. 
R.J.

  A: Our nation has been going through some very difficult economic times 
in recent years, and I suspect many readers can identify with your husband. 
We need to pray for our nation’s political and business leaders, that they may 
find ways to restore our prosperity.

  But your husband shouldn’t look on himself as a failure. Elsewhere in your 
letter, you say that almost all the jobs he’s been able to get the last few years 
were temporary; in some instances, the company even went out of business. 
In other words, what’s happened to him has been largely outside his control. 
Why, then, should he blame himself for what’s happened, or be discouraged 
about the future? The Bible says, “Think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you” (Romans 12:3).

  What can he do? My prayer is that he will approach the future with faith 
-- faith that God cares about him; faith that God will provide for him; faith that 
God can be trusted for the future. His best years could be ahead of him, as 
he puts his life into the hands of Christ.

  May you also be everything your husband needs right now. This is a 
stressful time for him; don’t make it worse by complaining or badgering him 
about the future. The Bible says, “But encourage one another daily... so that 
none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness” (Hebrews 3:13).

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are at 
Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. 
Why not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care? 
Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the 
pet population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill 
out an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Fluor, Brazosport College team up to help train welding students
Brazosport College recently 

partnered with Fluor to not only assist 
in the construction of the college’s 
new welding center, but also to help 
students working toward welding 
certifications.

Fluor presented Brazosport 
College with a $25,000 gift, with 
$2,000 going to two scholarships 
for Brazosport High School welding 
students working toward completing 
their welding certification at Brazos-
port College.

A total of $23,000 will go toward 
the college’s new welding center, 
which will be part of the school’s 
Crafts Academy.

“We are pleased to partner with 
Brazosport College in its efforts to 
increase institutional capacity to train 
certified welders for the construction 
industry,” said Torrence Robinson, 
Senior Director, Fluor global commu-
nity affairs and president, “Investing 
organizations that provide best-
in-class student training is what’s 
required to prepare the next genera-
tion to not only find jobs, but to grow 
into careers.”

Fluor also will name one of the 
classrooms in the center.

“We appreciate the investment 
Fluor has made to Brazosport Col-
lege,” said Serena Andrews, Brazos-

port College Vice President, College 
Advancement.

 “Through their support of the 
Brazosport College Foundation’s 
Craft Academy Project Capital 
Campaign, Fluor’s gift will help in the 
construction of a new welding center 
on the college campus. Their gift also 
supports the scholarship program by 
helping students complete their weld-

ing certificates once they graduate 
from the Welding Program at Brazos-
port High School,” said Ms. Andrews. 
“These student success initiatives 
provide for the development of a 
skilled workforce in a high-demand 
career.”

To learn more about Brazosport 
College’s plans for its new welding 
center, call (979) 230.3245.

Pictured are, from left, Rick Roy, regional director, Fluor E&C construction;  
Barbara Jones, senior manager, Fluor community relations and public affairs; 
Linda Harris, Fluor human resources; Jim Hanna, group HR executive, Fluor 
construction fabrication and craft services; Todd Novak, project manager, 
Fluor construction; Dr. Millicent Valek, Brazosport College president; Ursula 
Wright, Fluor human resources, and Torrence Robinson, senior director, 
global community affairs and president, The Fluor Foundation.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how 
to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Crossword Clues
Across
1 Cpls.’ superiors
5 EMT’s skill
8 “Cultured” gem
13 Spy novelist Ambler
14 Bread buy
16 Exhorts
17 __ IRA
18 SeaWorld attraction
19 Fathered

20 Exhortation to the engine room
23 Prepare, as tea
24 Down Under runner
25 Had some wallop
33 Dreamer’s acronym
36 House division
37 Loud cry
38 Inventor’s starting point
40 Princess’s headgear
43 Worry
44 Ford of the ‘70s

46 Festive affair
48 Cause of Cleopatra’s undoing
49 Self-important sort
53 Brother in a monastery
54 Phi Beta __
58 Interviewer’s booby trap
64 Kind of jacket named for an Indian 
leader
65 Ambiance
66 Way to get out
67 Send payment
68 Give some lip to
69 Shine partner
70 Test for purity, as gold
71 Doris who sang “Que Sera, Sera”
72 Burpee product

Down
1 Feudal workers
2 Tile installer’s need
3 Information on a book’s spine
4 Carry with effort
5 Hoofbeat
6 Minute skin opening
7 Event at a track
8 Exercises done in a prone position
9 Southernmost Great Lake
10 Indian tourist city
11 Clarinetist’s need
12 Drug “dropped” in the ‘60s
15 Lost luster
21 Train in a ring
22 Dr.’s group
26 Simple bed
27 Colorful Japanese carp
28 Some Kindle reading, briefly
29 TV dial letters
30 Romance writer Roberts
31 Sticks by the pool table
32 Web address letters
33 Tears
34 Work on a column, say
35 Restaurant host’s handout
39 Justice Dept. enforcers
41 Part of a cheerleader’s chant
42 Baba of folklore
45 Taxi’s “I’m not working now” sign
47 Ships like Noah’s
50 Prior to, in poems
51 Mamas’ mates
52 Spuds
55 Impish fairy
56 Model’s asset
57 Tossed a chip in the pot
58 Popular jeans
59 Units of resistance
60 Soprano’s chance to 
shine
61 Campus area
62 __ Minor: constellation
63 “No problem”
64 Second Amendment backer: Abbr.
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
FORD  HONDA TOYOTA  NISSAN  CHRYSLER

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CYNIC  HELLO  VICUNA  PRIMED
 Answer: What the boy did when his cousin got stuck in the tree -- CRIED “UNCLE”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Famil-
iarity breeds contempt. This week, 
familiarity may breed a need to defend 
your position or start a squabble in 
order to get attention. You can easily 
mistake other people’s intentions, so 
seek clarity.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Remove 
bitter roots before they grow to bear 
sour fruit. The week ahead might be 
challenging if a loved one or partner 
gives your ideas the cold shoulder. 
Avoid feelings of resentment; don’t let 
sour grapes grow wild.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The most 

important person in the world might be 
in your own backyard. Don’t get carried 
away by romantic fantasies in the week 
ahead. Best friends might need your 
steady hand and sensible head to 
guide them.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): There’s 
no wrong time to do the right thing. In 

an effort to set things right, however, 
you could create disruptions. You may 
be elected to clean up the mess when 
the applecart is upset in the week 
ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): A bed of 
roses might look inviting in the week 
to come, but roses have thorns, so it 
might not be what you expect. Loved 
ones could disturb the peace and quiet, 
or provoke you with surprising actions 
and ideas.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Money is 
meant to be spent, but not too quickly 
or without forethought. During the week 
ahead, an emphasis may be placed on 
finances and possessions that redefine 
your sense of what constitutes lasting 
values.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The fog 
comes in on little cat feet. Convoluted 
schemes might backfire so don’t let 
your imagination run away with you. 
Avoid signing agreements this week, or 
at least remember to read the fine print.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The 
quickest path between two points is 
a straight line. In the week to come, 
people may seem to mask their true 
intentions by sidestepping crucial 

issues. Iron out differences as quickly 
as possible.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Stand on your own two feet. Your ability 
to act without supervision is your most 
valuable asset. This isn’t a good week 
to turn a hobby into an income-produc-
ing venture or to draw friends in on a 
business deal.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Don’t jump out of the frying pan right 
into the fire. Don’t act on impulse and 
whim during the coming week. A spe-
cial someone expects you to fulfill your 
duties and may not be willing to follow 
your pipe dreams.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): If 
someone judges you, they don’t define 
you; they define themselves. In the 
week ahead, you may need to walk the 
line between giving people the benefit 
of the doubt and maintaining healthy 
skepticism.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): An 
aura of romantic bliss may develop this 
week, so being all alone simply won’t 
do. Guard against becoming involved 
in new entanglements or romantic 
ventures, but spend time with trusted 
companions.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                            By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                             By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                               By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                       By Russel Myers

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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New infrared image details revealed on Milky Way in galactic portrait
By Karen Herzog
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (MCT)

MILWAUKEE—A team of Wiscon-
sin scientists has stitched together a 
dramatic 360-degree portrait of the 
Milky Way that reveals never-seen-
before details of our galaxy.

The new galactic portrait is made 
up of about 2.5 million infrared 

images collected by NASA’s orbiting 
Spitzer Space Telescope over the last 
decade.

By looking at the sky in infrared 
light, astronomers can cut through 
clouds of obscuring interstellar dust, 
revealing stars, previously hidden 
stellar nurseries, proto stars, bubbles, 
jets, bow shocks, and nebulae that 

can’t be seen in visible light.
The infrared images that make up 

the new portrait provide revelations 
about the Milky Way’s content and 
structure. They add more than 200 
million new stars to the catalog of the 
Milky Way — plenty of astrophysical 
data to occupy a new generation of 
astronomers, according to scientists 

involved with the research.
Known as GLIMPSE360, the 

interactive Milky Way portrait was 
unveiled Thursday on a large visual-
ization wall installed by Microsoft at a 
conference in Vancouver, but it will be 
made widely available to astronomers 
and planateria planeteria. Viewers 
can actually look through the plane 
of the galaxy and zero in on specific 
objects with a zoom feature.

Scientists can now clearly 
examine the structure of the Milky 
Way — how many spiral arms it has, 
where they are and how far out they 
extend, said Edward Churchwell, a 
University of Wisconsin, Madison 
professor emeritus of astronomy 
who was involved in compiling 
the new picture, which shows a 
2-degree-wide band of the galactic 
plane.

The infrared images provide 
conclusive evidence that a large 
bar structure consisting of millions 
of stars runs like a straight line 
through the center of the Milky Way 
and extends out to about 12,000 to 

13,000 light years from the galaxy’s 
center. The bar is oriented about 45 
degrees to the line joining the sun 
and the center of the Milky Way, 
Churchwell said.

For the first time, astronomers 
also can now measure the large-
scale structure of the galaxy using 
stars rather than gas, Churchwell 
said.

“We can see stars being born. And 
if we can identify stars in the process 
of forming, we can start to learn 
about the physics of how stars are 
formed. We don’t really understand 
the details of how stars are born.”

The distribution of the Milky Way’s 
stellar nurseries — regions where 
massive stars and proto stars are 
churned out — also may be better 
understood, thanks to the telescope 
and its images.

“We can see every star-forming 
region in the plane of the galaxy,” 
said Robert Benjamin, a profes-
sor of physics at the University 
of Wisconsin,Whitewater and a 
member of the GLIMPSE team.
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