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Achooooooo!

Politicians 
and humor
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Do you ever wonder why 
politicians do not pull April Fools’ 
pranks? Probably not. But we’ll 
examine it anyway.

One could argue that each 
time they do something, it’s an 
April Fools’ joke. I’m not going to 

argue that, 
but some 
people may, 
perhaps a 
lot of “some 
people.”

South Afri-
can President 
Jacon Zuma, 
according to 

Reuters, decided to test the April 
Fools’ waters and sent out a fake 
press release.

He announced some new 
cabinet appointments, including 
ministers for Public Participation 
and Roads and Traffic Affairs.

At least one media outlet ran 
the story, and then they retracted 
it.

The problem with political 
humor is that a lot of times it does 
not work. For example, if you 
make a joke about one side, the 
other side is not going to laugh.

Politicians by nature are not all 
that funny. There are exceptions, 
and in the U.S., we have learned 
to combine at times politics and 
humor. But it has to be in the right 
context.

For example, at the Wash-
ington Correspondents’ Dinner, 
everybody knows that the insults 
will be flying. After they knock 
back a few, those writers and 
politicians are ready to spit out 
their one-liners, and each side 
laughs, knowing that their turn is 

RAMBLINGS

Whirlpool in a cup experiment 
with step-by-step instructions  

See Page 12

The Dow Chemical Company (NYSE:DOW) 
Texas Operations is pleased to announce its 2015 
Dow Gives Community Grants Program.  As part 
of the program, local community groups have the 
opportunity to be awarded up to $25,000 in funding 
for projects that contribute to long-term community 
sustainability and success. The application deadline 
is Friday, May 15 at 4 p.m.

Dow’s competitive grant program ensures that 
all eligible projects have an equal opportunity at 
being awarded funds to address the needs of our 
community.  As one of the three commitments to 
Dow’s corporate citizenship program, the Company 
believes that by developing our communities, we are 
able serve as an impactful community member in 
our areas of operation.

“There are numerous organizations in our com-
munity doing great things for our citizens,” said 

Gabriella Cone, Dow’s community relations manager in 
Freeport. “Dow is proud to play a part in helping these 
organizations become more impactful for the citizens of 
Southern Brazoria County.  

Each year the selection committee, comprised of Dow 
employees, retirees and community members, review the 
applications and evaluate their projects based on their 
alignment with Dow’s Community Success Goals. The 
committee is also charged with making sure Dow’s com-
munity priorities of environmental sustainability, education, 
economic development, neighborhood safety and security, 
and health care are being met in the projects they review.

Applicants must be based in Southern Brazoria County 
and be charitable organizations with 501c3 tax-exempt 
status, municipal or government agencies or faith-based 
groups whose project benefits the community as a whole. 
The funding is intended for one-time, tangible purchases 

2015 Dow Gives Community Grants Program announced

(Continued on Page 9)

By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

Next to Interstate 15, about 45 
miles south of Las Vegas, sit three 
mysterious structures that look 
like gigantic table lamps giving off 
blinding light.

A pet peeve on lengthy road 
trips is that installations like this 
should have signs explaining what 
they are. You could Google it, 
except that’s dangerous while driv-
ing, plus cell service is sparse at 
the edge of the Mojave Desert.

It turns out the lights are part 
of the Ivanpah Solar Electric 
Generating System, owned in part 
by - get this - Google. The intense 
light comes from three 460-foot 
boiler towers that use concen-
trated sunlight to heat water and 
generate power. The light is so 
bright that it not only distracts 

Sign, sign, 
everywhere 

a sign...
But on the 

highway, they 
need a few tweaks

Angie’s List (TNS)
Dust the baseboards. Check! 

Tackle the pantry. Check! And the 
bookshelves, and the — achoo! 
Spring cleaning stirring up aller-
gens?

It’s a double-edged sword. While 
tidy surfaces bring relief, cleaning 

them releases allergens into the air. 
How do you overcome this dilemma? 
1. Get to the root of the problem

Know your triggers and limits. Ear, 
nose and throat surgeon and board 
certified otolaryngologist Maureen 
Mulcahy of Lake Grove ENT in Lake 
Oswego, Ore., advises patients to 

get tested to identify specific aller-
gens. “Then they can have a more 
targeted approach to cleaning,” she 
says.
2. Spring for HEPA filters

Only sweep with a vacuum that 
contains a HEPA filter. And prefer-

Allergy problems? Stop sneezing and start cleaning

(Continued on Page 13)
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WHEN I HIT ‘DEFROST,’ I FEEL GREAT FOR SOME REASON: 
Mechanics in Tulsa, Okla., found 41 pounds of marijuana hidden in the 
dashboard of a truck that a man had brought in to have the defroster 
repaired. The owner had bought the 2007 Chevy Trailblazer at a police 
auction, and had no idea that the drugs were inside. The original owners 
were locked up after the cops found 25 pounds of weed hidden in the 
gas tank.

PERHAPS IT’S TIME YOU JUST QUIT: An intoxicated man called 
the police emergency number in Belfast, Northern Ireland, claiming that 
two men were threatening to kill him. He called back five minutes later 
because he wanted to cancel the first call, and then went on to say that 
he was singer Nicki Minaj and that there was a ghost in his house. The 
judge, noting that the man has done this before, banned him from drink-
ing alcohol.

TO THE HIDEOUT, AND STEP ON IT! Four men robbed a conve-
nience store in Myrtle Beach. S.C., then made their getaway in a taxi. 
The police caught up with them soon after.

AND I’LL CONSIDER IT MONEY WELL SPENT: After she found out 
that her wealthy husband was cheating on her, a woman in Melbourne, 
Australia, offered her husband’s luxury Porsche for sale at a bargain-
basement price of $20,000, about a tenth of its value. The man had 
made the mistake of putting the car in his wife’s name. She said she will 
use the money for a trip to Europe “so I can fondle with all the wealthy 
European men.”

NOW JUST TRY TO BLEND IN: Two brothers who were being trans-
ported to a Houston jail in a police van managed to escape as they were 
being unloaded. They were caught because they didn’t flee the area but 
instead went to the nearest bar.

NO, I ALWAYS WALK LIKE THIS: A man was detained after he tried 
to smuggle 94 iPhones from Hong Kong into mainland China by strap-
ping them to his body. He caught the attention of authorities because he 
was walking funny.

HMMM, THIS IS AN INTERESTING PROGRAM … HEY! WAIT A 
MINUTE! A young couple went into a small café in Krasnodar, Russia, 
to escape the bitter cold. They ordered some hot drinks and went to the 
sitting area in the back, where they  engaged in inappropriate behavior. 
The staff was aware of this because they could see the whole thing 
via surveillance cameras. The workers politely asked them to stop … 
eventually.

THAT’S WHAT YOU GET, WISE GUY: A teenage boy purposely 
passed gas right near a 17-year-old girl at a high school in Staten Island, 
N.Y., so she hauled off and hit him with a metal stool.

Drivers/OwnerOps! Local 
Work! Home Daily, Benefits! 
CDL-A, 1yr exp, Great Driving 
record. Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-
4285

TxDOT launches ‘Talk, Text, Crash’ campaign to help curb deadly trend of distractions inside cars
With more people dying sense-

lessly on Texas roads due to 
distracted driving, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation kicks off its 
annual “Talk, Text, Crash” cam-
paign to urge drivers to give their 

full attention to the road. TxDOT’s 
campaign coincides with National 
Distracted Driving Awareness Month 
in April.

“Nearly 1 in 5 traffic crashes in 
Texas is caused by a distracted 

driver,” said TxDOT Deputy 
Executive Director John Barton. 
“Last year, 468 people were killed 
because someone took their atten-
tion off the road. How 
important is a fleet-
ing distraction when 
it could end in the 
death of someone, 
perhaps even one of 
your loved ones?”

Distracted driving-related crashes 
in Texas are highest among 16- to 
24-year-olds. In 2014, there were 
100,825 crashes in Texas involving 
distracted driving — up 6 percent 

from the previous year.
According to the Insurance 

Institute for Highway Safety, driv-
ers using a mobile phone are four 

times more likely to cause serious 
injury in a crash. Text messaging 
is particularly dangerous. New 
research conducted last year by the 
Texas A&M Transportation Institute 
showed it takes a driver double the 

amount of time to react when they 
are distracted by text messaging. 
Additionally, sending or receiving a 
text takes a driver’s eyes away from 

the road for an aver-
age of 4.6 seconds. 
At 55 mph, that’s the 
equivalent of driving 
the length of a football 
field while blindfolded.

While mobile phone 
use is the most recognizable driving 
distraction, any type of behavior that 
draws a motorist’s attention away 
from driving is dangerous. TxDOT 
urges drivers to refrain from:

Texting; Checking email; Eating 
and drinking; Grooming; Reading; 
Programming a navigation system; 
Adjusting music or other audio 
device.

If a distraction absolutely 
requires immediate attention, 
TxDOT reminds drivers to pull over 
to a safe location and come to a 
complete stop before diverting their 
attention.

Senseless deaths in Texas on 
the rise due to distracted drivers
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Flying blind
Q.  On your flight from London to 

Sydney, your pilot announces she’ll 
be “flying blind,” that is, without 
looking out the windows.  How wor-
ried should you be?

A.  Surprising to most people, 
pilots don’t generally need windows 
to fly a plane, says Martin Powell 
of Monarch Airlines of the United 
Kingdom, in “New Scientist” maga-
zine.  The climb, cruise, descent 
and sometimes actual landing can 
be done “blind,” using complex 
monitoring equipment.   Weather 
radar allows pilots to avoid storm 
cells, and generally, at typical 
altitudes, no cloud is thick enough to 
obscure “cumulogranite” in the flight 
path (what pilots call mountains).  At 
times, limited forward visibility--for 
example, due to fog--may require 
special ground equipment and 
operational procedures.  

But “all civil aircraft take-offs are 
done visually and manually, keeping 
the aircraft straight on the runway 
by looking out of the forward win-
dows to maintain track and to detect 
any lateral swing due to engine 
failure,” adds the United Kingdom’s 
Steve Moody, Airbus 320 Captain.  
This requires a minimum visibility of 
125 meters (410 feet).  Landings, 
though, can generally be done auto-

matically, with but 75 meters (160 
feet) visibility required, not for pilots 
but for ground vehicles in case of an 
incident.  

“Synthetic vision systems” may 
eventually result in aircraft where 
all external views are on screens 
and windows are no longer neces-
sary.  “But please don’t take away 
pilots’ views,” Moody says.  “We are 
blessed with the best imaginable.  I 
can spend hours watching the world 
go by beneath me.  It’s glorious.”

Flying relieved
Q.  Not your usual reading fare, 

but here’s a “Did You Know” from 
“Discover” magazine:  If every pas-
senger on a Southwest Airlines flight 
from Boston to Denver remembered 
to go to the bathroom before board-
ing, how much would it save the 
airline in fuel?

A.  Each passenger would 
eliminate an average of 0.2 liters of 
urine, allowing the airline to save 
two or three dollars for that flight, 
answers the magazine.

Name the object
Q. If only 1/25th of its released 

energy is this, then 24/25ths of its 
energy goes into this.  Yet without 
this “cool” 4%, lots of us will be in 
the dark.

A.  It’s a typical incandescent light 
bulb, whose energy, as you know, 
goes largely into heat, say Harry 
Bright and Jakob Anser in “That’s a 
Fact, Jack!”  Surprisingly, only 4% 
of the bulb’s energy goes into actual 
light.

The bear facts
Q.  There are weird facts, amaz-

ing facts and whimsical facts.  But 
can you give us just “the bear facts,” 
please?

A.  Teddy bears were named 
after President Theodore Roosevelt 
(1901-1909), first called “Teddy’s” 
bears, according to National 
Geographic’s “5,000 Awesome 
Facts (About Everything!)”  

U.S President Thomas Jefferson 
(1801-1809) kept two grizzly bears 
as pets in a cage at the White 
House.

“Smokey Bear” was originally 
called “Hot Foot Teddy.”

“To fatten up in the fall before 
it hibernates, a brown bear may 
eat as much as 90 pounds of 
food a day.  That’s like eating 340 
bananas!”

When bears hibernate, they don’t 
even wake up to go to the bathroom 
--”for months on end.”

Then there are speedy grizzlies, 
running up to 30 miles an hour --
faster than a horse.

Polar bears have no natural 
enemies.  When a polar bear and a 
grizzly bear mate, the baby is called 
a “Grolar bear” or a “Pizzle.”

A newborn panda cub is the same 
size and weight as an ice cream 
sandwich.

Finally, bear in mind that “most 
of the world’s bear species are in 
danger of becoming extinct.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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BC to welcome recognized writer during poetry celebration   
 In celebration of National Poetry 

Month, Brazosport College is host-
ing a daylong event full of fun, food, 
prizes and, most importantly, poetry.

“Poem in 
My Pocket 
Day,” spon-
sored by 
BC’s Office 
of Student 
Life, Writing 
Center and 
the English 

Department, is slated for Thursday, 
April 16, at the College’s Student 
Success Center.

Among the scheduled activities is 

an opportunity for students to bring 
a poem by any author to the BC 
Library, Bookstore, Writing Center 
or Student Life for a chance to win 
door prizes. Students also can take 
part in poetry readings, creating 
their own black-out poetry, and free 
food.

The highlight of the day, however, 
is a reading and book signing with 
Stephanie M. Wytovich, poetry 
editor for Raw Dog Screaming 
Press. Wytovich is a book reviewer 
for Nameless Magazine, as well as 
a member of the Science Fiction 
Poetry Association and the Horror 
Writers Association.

Wytovich has published her 
poetry in two books, “Mourning 
Jewelry,” and “Hysteria: A Collection 
of Madness,” with the latter being 
nominated for a Bram Stoker Award. 
Her debut novel, “The Eighth,” is 
scheduled for release later this year.

“We’re very excited to bring 
Stephanie Wytovich to our college,” 
said BC Writing Center Director 
April Julier. “The mission of the 
Writing Center is to promote literacy 
education across the campus and 
throughout our community, so 
partnering with the English Depart-
ment to bring a published, award-
nominated author to campus is a big 
win for us.

“Our goal is to show that literacy 
can be fun, and a little bit spooky, as 
is the case with Wytovich’s writing,” 
Julier added. “We hope to offer 
more events like this, which brings 
the college and local community 
together.”

Activities for “Poem in My Pocket 
Day” begin at 8 a.m. at the Student 
Success Center with three hours 
worth of activities, including door 
prizes, black-out poetry, poetry 
readings and more.

The event continues at 11 a.m. 
with a reading and book signing by 
Wytovich. Free pizza and more door 
prizes will also be available at this 
time. Wytovich will return for another 
reading and signing at 4:30 p.m.

The event ends at 6:30 p.m.
For an opportunity to win door 

prizes, remember to bring your 
poems to the BC Library, Bookstore, 
Writing Center or Student Life 
Office.

For more information about Brazo-
sport College’s “Poem in My Pocket 
Day” email april.julier@brazosport.e
du. To follow Wytovich and her writ-
ing, visit stephaniewytovich.blogspo
t.com. Information about Wytovich’s 
poetry collections can be found at 
www.rawdogscreaming.com.

Wytovich
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Set for Friday, May 15, the annual 
Women’s Health Conference is 
designed to bring community women 
together for a day of education, 
inspiration, and FUN! Brazosport 
Regional Health System and Brazo-
sport College Community Education 
Center partner each year to host the 
all day event.

Marci Shimoff, co-author of six 
Chicken Soup for the Soul books 
and No. 1 New York Times bestsell-
ing author, is the Keynote Speaker 
at noon, with lunch starting at 11:30 
AM. Shimoff will present “The Heart 
of Happiness,” a presentation that 

will inspire and motivate audiences 
to experience happiness every day 
of their lives, no matter what the 
circumstance!

Along with the Keynote Speaker, 
the conference includes a stellar 
speaker line-up that features local 
physicians and business profes-
sionals.

The sessions will help educate 
women to make informed decisions 
about their health and well-being:

HELP! My kids are driving me 
crazy! How to be a more effective 
parent.             

Presented by: Cheryl Sellers, 

Communities in Schools
The Basics of Insurance
Presented by: Lisa Cochran, 

Executive Director of Brazosport 
Health Alliance

Wellness for Women
Presented by: Alisa Berger, 

MD, Urologist; Ted Kovacev, MD, 
General Surgeon; Mini Rekhi, DO, 
Obstetrician/Gynecologist; Na Vang, 
DO, Family Practitioner

Alternative Medicine   
Presented by: Marc Herns, LAC, 

DOM, Acupuncture and Alternative 
Health Clinic

Fitness...IS the Fountain of Youth
Presented by: Merie Abercrom-

bie, CPT, CLC, Best Body by Merie
Is there a correlation between 

migraines and stroke?
Presented by: Forbes Barnwell, 

M.D., Ph.D., Neurologist at Total 
Neurology of the Gulf Coast

Ovarian Cancer: Risk Factors, 
Screening and Risk Reduction       

Presented by: Samatha Kadi-
yala, MD, Gynecologic Surgeon 
and Swetha Yadav, MD, Medical 
Oncologist

Caring for the Caregivers
Presented by: Eileen Pinkerton, 

Help, Inc., Kirsten Parks, RN, 
Brazosport Regional Home Health, 
Fawncyne Worley, Grether Senior 
Living, and Sherwin Moore, LVN, 
CAHA, Helping Hands and Hearts 
Hospice 

Women Helping Women: Using 
your gifts and talents to make a 
difference in your community and 
world.

Presented by: Jennifer Culver-
house, UrbanEve Salon & Boutique

Skin Cancer Prevention
Presented by: Jennifer Kucera, 

FNP-C, Brazosport Regional Family 

Medicine Center
Helping Teens Thrive
Presented by: Beverly Bernzen, 

MSW, LCSW
Sports and Children
Presented by: Charles Vega, MD, 

Orthaepedic Surgeon at The Bone 
and Joint Clinic of Lake Jackson

Invest in Your Legacy through 
Mentoring

Presented by: Meredith King, 
True to Life Ministries

Estate Planning for the Heart
Presented by: Leslie Sosebee, 

Health Strategy Specialist at The 
Dow Chemical Company

For a day of seminars, screen-
ings, networking and lunch, the 
registration fee is $20. For more 
information about the Conference 
or to register, please call (979) 230-
3600 or visit www.BrazosportRegion
al.org/WHC.

Local professionals scheduled to speak at upcoming Women’s Health Conference May 15

The Columbia Cemetery was begun as the Bell  family cemetery sometime 
in the late 1820’s  Josiah H. Bell was one of Stephen F. Austin’s Old Three 
Hundred colonists.   In 1823,  he established a plantation and riverboat land-
ing on the right bank of the Brazos River in Brazoria County in East Colum-
bia.  Bell soon moved his family to Columbia, and he died in 1838 and was 
buried in the Columbia Cemetery. Since 1852, land has been added to the 
cemetery as gifts or purchased land.

The Columbia Cemetery Association was incorporated on April 25, 1933.  
In 1966 the Texas State Historical 
Survey Committee authorized an 
historical marker to the Columbia 
Cemetery. 

The Columbia Cemetery Asso-
ciation will hold its annual meeting 
on Thursday, April 16, at 6 p.m.,  
Heritage Hall at 508 E. Bernard, 
West Columbia. Anyone who owns 
a cemetery space, has a loved one 
interred there,  or is interested in pur-
chasing a space is invited to attend.  
For more information, please call 
Mrs. Judy Tomlin, President, at (979) 
345-5829.

Cemetery association plans meeting
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coming.
But if the White House sent out 

a fairly believable press release 
stating that they have made some 
appointments to some made-up 
departments, that would not be in 
context. Some news outlets here 
would also run with it.

Then the opposition would 
lambaste the whole thing as a cruel 
joke on the hard-working people in 
this country ... and the children. I 
had to throw in “the children,” like a 
lot of politicians do.

Political humor has lots of 
minefields. Bob Hope was an expert 
at maneuvering around them. He 

got both sides, and the jokes were 
never cruel.

Johnny Carson tried it also, but 
never could achieve that Hope bal-
ance. Dean Martin, from what I saw 
of him, stayed away from politics 
and focused on women -- not as 
joke fodder, but in general. He was 
apparently very good at it.

Carson at times came off as a 
liberal, which he probably was, 
because he never really hit the left 
as often and hard as the right. That 
balancing act can be pretty tricky. 
And, if you fall, there is nothing 
good down there like a safety net. 
It’s a hard landing.

Because it is not in context. Hope 
was able to shape the context over 
the decades, and the Correspon-
dents’ Dinner can set the scene.

Politicians, unless they read 
the lines from a Teleprompter, 
do not make good comedians, in 
general. So when President Zuma 
announced that he would make 
these fake appointments, a lot of 
recipients did not connect the dots.

And, what is so funny about 
appointing someone to Public Par-
ticipation and Interface, or Roads 
and Traffic Affairs? In this world 
of cliche department names, that 
doesn’t really stand out as a joke.

So what? Appoint them. Who 
cares? While Zuma’s people may 
have had tears rolling down their 
face from laughing so hard, the joke 
flew right over most people’s heads, 
including those who handle these 
boring press releases all day long.

For example, if President Obama 
would send out something along 
the lines that he appointed Speaker 
Boehner to head up a commit-
tee to investigate cheating in golf 
scores, that would click right away 
with people. Nobody would report 
that as real news because it is in 
context. The background of the joke 
is recognizable.

That would only be funny to half 
the people in the U.S., though. The 
other half would accuse Obama of 
thinking about nothing but golfing, 
and how to make Boehner look bad.

Bob Hope would make two quick 
hits and get out of the minefield.

BTW, why would South Africa’s 
President Zuma play a practical joke 
like that, even though it’s not all that 
funny? Doesn’t he have other things 
to do, like run the country?

“I did think it was funny,” opposi-
tion Parliamentary leader Mmusi 
Maimane told the local channel 
News24, which was then picked up 
by Reuters. “I wish they could be 
very serious every other day of the 

year.”
There we go again. Another 

politician trying to be funny. Why not 
be very serious every day and earn 
your pay?

Throw the bums out.

Politicians and humor: It’s really easy to stumble on the way to a punchline and look dumb
(Continued from Page 1)

Hungry sea lion tries to snatch fish, 
but bites man posing with catch

Los Angeles Times (TNS)
SAN DIEGO — A 62-year-old man was bitten by a hungry sea lion recently 

and pulled into the water at Mission Bay.
The man was aboard his boat after a day of fishing and was posing for a 

picture with a “trophy fish,” according to San Diego lifeguards.
A sea lion leaped out of the water onto the boat railing and, while attempt-

ing to snatch the large fish, bit the man, pulling him into the water, according 
to the lifeguards.

The man, suffering several bites, was dragged to the bottom of the bay 
before he was able to get away and rise to the surface, where his compan-
ions pulled him aboard the boat.

He was taken to a hospital suffering from cuts to his hands and feet and 
from shock, according to the San Diego Fire and Rescue Department.

The incident occurred just as the boat was approaching the Hyatt Mission 
Bay Marina and was in water about 20 feet deep. Witnesses said the man 
was under water for 15 to 20 seconds.
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Air Force Airman 1st Class Karlie R. Cunningham graduated from 
basic military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. 
Cunningham is the daughter of Rhonda L. Townes of Angleton, and Mark A. 
Cunningham of Blessing,sister of Jennifer E. Robertson of Rosenberg, and 
granddaughter of Marilyn G. Cunningham of Blessing. She is a 2009 gradu-
ate of Brazoswood High School. She earned a bachelor’s degree in 2014 
from Texas A&M University, College Station.

U.S. Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Olivia C. Hinshaw graduated 
from basic military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. 
Hinshaw earned distinction as an honor graduate. She is the daughter of 
Charles and Xochil Hinshaw of Pearland, and granddaughter of Bessie 
and Charles Hinshaw of Galena Park. The airman graduated in 2010 from 
Pearland High School.

Air Force Airman Ryan T. McCaa graduated from basic military train-
ing at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. McCaa is the son of 
George and Teresa McCaa of Pearland. He is a 2014 graduate of Pearland 
High School.

Army Pvt. Beatrice A. Rios has graduated from basic combat training 
at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. Rios is the daughter of Manuela Rios of 
Freeport. She is a 2014 graduate of Brazosport High School.

Air Force Airman Jasmine K. Edwards graduated from basic military 
training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. Edwards is the 
daughter of Eric T. and Marcella G. Edwards of Clute. She is a 2014 gradu-
ate of Brazoswood High School.

Air Force Airman 1st Class Jesse Thompson graduated from basic 
military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio. Thompson 
earned distinction as an honor graduate. He is the grandson of Gertrude 
Coats of Thibadeaux, La., and cousin of Katy Preisler of Houston. The 
airman graduated in 2008 from Alvin High School, and he earned a bache-
lor’s degree in 2013 from Texas A&M University, College Station.

News from our area men and 
women in the military 

Consumers get a longer break as gas prices are expected be at 6-year low this summmer
By Tiffany Hsu
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — An ongo-
ing glut of crude oil will give U.S. 
drivers this summer the lowest 
seasonal gasoline prices in six 
years, the government predicts.

Even in California — where 
prices recently surged a dollar 
above the national average, spark-
ing accusations of collusion by 
oil refineries — analysts expect 
gasoline to be the cheapest it’s 
been in years.

Barring a natural disaster or 
other major supply disruptions, 

prices in the state will continue to 
fall, said analyst Allison Mac of the 
fuel-tracking firm GasBuddy.

“We may have already peaked 
in Los Angeles,” she said. “We’re 
on pace to have one of the lowest-
priced summer driving seasons in 
a while.”

Nationally, between April and 
September — historically, the 
busiest driving season — gasoline 
will cost an average of $2.45 for a 
regular gallon at retail, according 
to a Tuesday forecast from the 
U.S. Energy Department.

The price, the lowest since 

2009, is nearly a third less than 
the $3.59-a-gallon price during 
the same period a year earlier, 
according to the agency’s Energy 
Information Administration.

Travelers buoyed by a strength-
ening employment market and 
improving incomes will use 1.6 per-
cent more gasoline this summer, 
according to the agency. But their 

fuel spending will be the lowest 
since 2004.

“It will cause people who are 
buying a new car to maybe change 
their minds about how fuel-efficient 
their vehicle has to be,” said David 
Hackett, president of transportation 
energy consulting firm Stillwater 
Associates in Irvine. “They’ll think, 
‘I can buy myself an F-150 truck.’”

In large part, the decline reflects 
a supply that overwhelms demand. 
Last year, the U.S. was the top 
producer of petroleum in the world.

The surplus will cause the price 
of benchmark Brent crude oil to 
plunge 46 percent this summer to 
an average of $58 a barrel from 
$107 a barrel last summer, the 
energy agency predicts.

HELP WANTED
FULL TIME WELDING MACHINE REPAIR TECHNICIAN – To support 
our welder repair department by troubleshooting and repairing all 
types and brands of welding equipment, including but not limited 
to preventative maintenance and warranty repairs. This position 
operates in a multi-tasking environment with strong pressures to meet 
deadlines. Strong electrical and/or mechanical background a plus 
with ability to read wiring diagrams and schematics. A clean driving 
record is a must.  Email resume to Karen@k2performance.com.
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that have long-term positive impacts on the quality of life in our local com-
munity. 

Two information sessions about the program will be held at the Lake Jack-
son Civic Center on Thursday, April 16 from 9-10 a.m. and 5-6 p.m. Those 
interested in participating must RSVP to ffrtxpa@dow.com

Since 2004, Dow’s community grants program has distributed approxi-
mately $2 million to local projects. Information about the 2015 Dow Gives 
Community Grants Program and a link to the online application is available 
at http://www.dow.com/locations/texas/freeport/community/donations.htm. 

(Continued from Page 1)

2015 Dow Gives Community Grants Program

Gulf Coast Scientists recently presented a $2,000 check to Brazosport 
College to be used toward chemical technology scholarships. The 
scholarship will assist students making consistent progress toward 
a degree or certificate in the chemical technology field. Pictured are, 
from left, Kristen Schwertner, Steve King, scholarship recipient Nathan 
Dowlen, John Pendergast and Serena Andrews.

Gulf Coast Scientists assists students 
through chem-tech scholarships

The Alvin Community College students and Child Lab School had 
celebrated the spring holiday with egg hunts on April 2 at the college 
campus.. ACC Child Lab School students Aubrey Pena, 3, and Shelby 
Morrison, 3, both of Alvin, go over their eggs.

ACC School holds Easter huntSo at home with HGTV, it’s shellacking my mind
By Celia Rivenbark
Tribune News Service (TNS)

I’m not sure how it happened, but 
HGTV has eaten my brain.

Maybe it was too many nights of 
falling asleep just as another “House 
Hunters” couple was squealing 
about double vani-
ties (apparently the 
only thing that truly 
separates us from 
the savages).

Maybe it was all 
those episodes of 
“Love It or List It,” 
a program so beloved that there is 
now an American-made version to 
complement the long-running Cana-
dian one with Hillary and David. 
And, yes, we are on a first-name 
basis.

The only comfort is that I know 

others who have also had their 
brains eaten. One friend could 
barely discuss the embolism-induc-
ing irony of Ted Cruz signing up for 
Obamacare recently. I was ranting 
and she could only respond: “Yes, 
but have you noticed how Canadi-

ans don’t know how to make a bed? 
Seriously. And would a headboard 
kill them? IT LOOKS LIKE A JAIL 
CELL.”

And, because I had noticed this 
phenomenon, too, I forgot all about 
Ted Cruz. It’s true! Canadians live in 
million-dollar homes, but their bed-

making skills are the worst I’ve seen 
since “Oz.”

The old prison drama, not the 
flippy alt universe of a Kansas cutie.

Duh Hubby is quite put off by all 
things HGTV. He snores so loudly 
through “Fixer Upper” (starring 

wholesome Waco, 
Tex., couple Chip and 
Joanna Gaines) that I 
take it personally.

“You ruined the redo 
of the brick rancher 
with attached income-
producing apartment,” I 

told him the next morning.
“Don’t tell me, let me guess,” Duh 

started. “They showed them three 
houses, and at the end of the first 
30 minutes, they chose one, and 
then they did the reveal in the last 
three minutes. Right?”

Well. It’s a bit formulaic, I sup-
pose. But I find late-night comfort in 
that. Doesn’t tax the, whatchama-
callit, brain.

“And I’m guessing Joanna used 
a bunch of scrap lumber to build a 
dining table and stuck a bunch of 
old metal farm equipment on the 
walls?”

How did Duh know this?
“And Chip nearly disemboweled 

himself while using some tree trim-
ming equipment and forcing his 4.0 
children to watch?”

Again. Duh was nailing this. Chip 
Gaines is notorious for his daredevil 
home reno moments.

“Oh, and I’m guessing Joanna 
makes the trip into town to meet 
with her carpenter friend, who 
takes a rusty cultivator they found 
in a field and turns it into a kitchen 
island?”

This was uncanny! Joanna 
always gets her “good friend” Clint 
to make something special for the 
buyers.

“And didn’t you feel a little like 
Clint would totally hit on her if 
something were to happen to Chip 
one day? I mean, look at the way he 
looks at her!”

OMG. Duh was right about that, 
too. Clearly, he was sneaking some 
HGTV on his own, maybe at the 
gym.

“No, no,” he said. “Only saw it 
once, but they’re all exactly the 
same, right?”

I have no idea what he’s talking 
about.

Of course it is contrived and 
scripted, but how come we keep 

watching it?
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Look for us on 
Facebook History of the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1742, Handel’s “Messiah” was first 
performed in Dublin, Ireland. In 
1970, Apollo 13 was crippled when 
a tank of liquid oxygen burst while 
the spacecraft was on its way 
to the moon. The moon landing 
had to be aborted, but the crew 
returned safely to Earth.

April 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1865, President Lincoln was shot 
in Ford’s Theatre by Southern 
sympathizer John Wilkes Booth. 
He died the next morning. In 1910, 
President Taft began the tradition 
of throwing out the first baseball 
on opening day of the Major 
League season.

April 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1955, Ray Kroc opened the first 
McDonald’s restaurant. In 1986, 
the United States conducted air 
raids on Libya in retaliation for its 
sponsorship of terrorist activities.

April 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1935, the first radio broadcast of 
“Fibber McGee and Molly” was 
made. In 1946, the United States 
first launched a captured German 
V-2 rocket at White Sands Missile 
Proving Ground in New Mexico.

April 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1521, Martin Luther was excom-
municated from the Roman Catho-
lic Church. In 1961, about 1,500 
CIA-trained Cuban exiles launched 
the failed Bay of Pigs invasion of 
Cuba.

April 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, Paul Revere began his 
famous ride, warning colonists 
that British troops were coming. In 
1906, a devastating earthquake 
struck San Francisco, causing 
numerous fires. About 700 people 
died.

April 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1775, the American Revolutionary 
War began with the “shot heard 
‘round the world” at Lexington, 
Mass. In 1995, a truck bomb 
devastated the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City, 
killing 168 people, including one 
rescuer.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1861, Robert E. 
Lee resigned his commission in the 
Union Army, shifting his loyalty to 
the Confederates.

This week’s question: In 1956, 
an Elvis Presley record went to No. 
1 on the pop-music charts for the 
first time. What song was it?

Recently the new officers of the Chapter DA, P. E. O. Sisterhood 
were installed as new officers in Lake Jackson. Pictured left to right:  
Melissa David, as corresponding secretary; Mary Florence Platt as 
recording secretary; and Paula Gentneras president.

P.E.O. Sisterhood installs new officers
motorists but also pilots, who have 
complained to the FAA.

Anyway, mystery solved. But 
this is about signage: A simple sign 
would have helped.

There should also be signs 
wherever a highway cuts through a 
large commercial farm. Unless the 
crop is easily identifiable, like corn 
or grapes, farmers ought to provide 
a clue about what’s growing.

I’d like to give a shout out to Pat, 

(sorry, I don’t know your full name), 
who has a farm on Highway 101 
near Paso Robles, Calif. At the 
edge of one field is a tidy little sign 
reading, “Pat’s Pimentos.” This is 
especially helpful for those of us 
who are curious but couldn’t identify 
a pimento plant if we drove past it a 
hundred times.

Also, I’m sure I speak for many 
kids in backseats when I suggest 
that every freight train longer than, 
say, two football fields, should be 

required to carry a sign along the 
lines of: “This train is 6,442 feet 
long!”

With portable electronic signs that 
authorities can place temporarily 
along highways, here’s a thought. 
If a traffic jam forces you to drive 
under 8 miles an hour for longer 
than 30 minutes, and then it clears 
up mysteriously with absolutely no 
visible explanation for the delay, 
give us a friggin’ sign! Post some-
thing like: “Moronic motorists slowed 
to watch two baby sheep.”

Of course some signs serve no 
purpose. I’ve had enough of those 
announcing which obscure local 
business supposedly keeps a mile 
of highway clean. What’s the mes-
sage? This is a good time to throw 
that coffee cup out the window 
because the folks from Al’s Moving 
and Storage will pick it up?

Town governments take note: You 
need to impose stiff fines for leaving 
political signs on front lawns longer 
than 48 hours after an election. 
Also, write a law prohibiting any sign 
from containing the words, “building 
a better tomorrow.”

I’ve seen signs in northern New 
Hampshire that warn of “Low Flying 
Aircraft.” Here’s the thing: if you’ve 
got to worry about a plane going 
150 miles an hour at an altitude 
lower than the height of the average 
passenger car, no sign is going to 
save you.

In addition to 460-foot table 
lamps, some Nevada roads have 
a problem with wild burros, which 
seems to call for signs saying, 
“Watch for Wild Burros.” Instead, 
they’ve got text-free yellow signs 
with a cartoon of an animal that is 
only identifiable if you, (a) study 
burros for a living or, (b) helped 
paint the signs.

The next big breakthrough in 
highway signage will be when car-
makers install digital signs on rear 
bumpers so we can send a, ahem, 
“message” to the guy behind us. “It’s 
not me, dude, it’s the truck in front.” 
“Chill. I just dropped a cardboard 
tray with large fries and a Coke.”

And: “Hey! You want my wife to 
ride with you for a while?”

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cautiously Opti-
mistic,” is available at Amazon.com 
and CandidCamera.com. © 2015 
Peter Funt.

Sign, sign, everywhere a sign, but they need a few tweaks
(Continued from Page 1)
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Field Notes: Yea, I was poaching, but I didn’t trespass
A Comal County game warden 

received a call from a homeowner at 
Canyon Lake, claiming he found a 
deer carcass that appeared to have 
been shot in his yard. 

Upon investigation, the warden 
concluded the deer had been 
shot and observed as well as a 
significant blood trail. The warden 
followed the blood trail back through 

three residential lots to an adjoining 
home, where he noticed someone 
had been baiting deer with corn. 

Two occupants of the house 
denied any knowledge of anyone 
shooting a deer. The warden then 
called for assistance in gathering 
evidence and additional statements.  

During the investigation, both 
men denied any involvement until 

it became apparent the evidence 
pointed to the contrary. One of 
the men finally confessed and 
recounted the story of how he had 
shot the deer with a crossbow, and 
the reason he didn’t retrieve the 
deer was because he did not want 
to trespass on someone else’s prop-
erty. So, what was the point of killing 
it and breaking one law?

SIDELINE CHATTER
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Trendiest position in baseball this year? Designated sitter.
A record 115 players opened the season on MLB disabled lists — or 

enough to stock more than 41/2 teams.
Wrote Steve Simmons of the Toronto Sun: “My disabled-list starting 

rotation: Yu Darvish, Justin Verlander, Chris Sale, Cliff Lee and Jose 
Fernandez.”

Headlines
—At TheOnion.com: “Stephen Strasburg encourages pitchers to 

shorten games by increasing speed of fastball.”
—At SportsPickle.com: “NCAA investigating Duke basketball players 

over receiving free strands of net.”
Gee, thanks
The NFL handed Cleveland GM Ray Farmer a four-game suspension 

for sending texts to sideline personnel during games.
Banned from watching the Browns play? You call that punishment?
Attention, rookies
Sure sign the Reds might be a tad too young to contend this season: 

Great American Ball Park just installed an in-stadium nursery.
Ohio State’s College of Veterinary Medicine installed a maize-and 

blue fire hydrant — rival Michigan’s colors — then let some dogs get 
a leg up on it.

“Go ahead, hit us with your best shot,” wrote Steve Schrader of the 
Detroit Free Press. “These colors don’t run.”

3-Hour Tour Dept.
A man was rescued 200 miles off the North Carolina coast after being 

hopelessly adrift for 66 days.
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Mars rover Opportunity 
completes first ‘marathon’ 

on another world
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — How long does it take 
to complete a marathon on Mars? About 11 
years and two months — if you’ve got six 
wheels and a solar-powered battery.

NASA’s spunky rover Opportunity crossed 
the Olympic marathon mark Tuesday, put-
ting 26.219 miles on its odometer during its 
3,968th Martian day. (A Martian day, or sol, is 
about 39 minutes and 35 seconds longer than 
an Earth day.)

While that time wouldn’t come close to 
breaking land-speed records on Earth, it 
certainly qualifies anywhere else.

“This is the first time any human enterprise 
has exceeded the distance of a marathon on 
the surface of another world,” John Callas, 
Opportunity’s project manager at the Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory, said in a statement.

In July, NASA announced that Opportunity 
had broken the otherworldly driving distance 
record held by Lunokhod 2, a rover sent to the 
moon by the Soviet Union in 1973.

Opportunity and its twin rover, Spirit, 
touched down on opposite sides of the Red 
Planet back in January 2004. At the time, 
Beyonce’s “Me, Myself and I” was at the top 
of the charts and “Along Came Polly” was in 
movie theaters.

The two members of the Mars Exploration 
Rover mission were tasked with studying the 
Martian terrain to understand how water once 
shaped the now-barren planet. Opportunity 
was sent to Meridiani Planum, a plain near 
the equator with an ancient layer of the min-
eral hematite. On Earth, the iron oxide mineral 
forms in the presence of water.

It took less than six weeks for Opportunity 
to find convincing evidence that Mars indeed 
had a watery past. The proof came in the form 
of rocks full of sulfate salts, NASA scientists 
said.

Opportunity’s initial mission was expected 
to last just 90 sols (about 92.5 Earth days) 
and take the rover a mere 0.6 miles from its 
landing site. NASA has extended Opportu-
nity’s mission multiple times, and it is now 
working on the west rim of Endeavour Crater, 
where clay minerals could hold signs that 
ancient Mars was not only wet but suitable for 
microbial life.

Opportunity’s current location overlooks a 
Martian gorge that NASA has named Mara-
thon Valley.

Here on Earth, employees at JPL plan to 
celebrate Opportunity’s milestone by holding 
a marathon-length relay at the NASA lab in La 
Canada-Flintridge, Calif.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

You must confront your father – with 
love – about his drinking

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Galveston County Community Action Council currently has funds available for:
• Rental Assistance • Water Bills • Continuing Education Courses

Services are provided to families with a documented need as long as the household does 
not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal Poverty 
income guidelines.

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY
Documentation required to apply for assistance
 1) Current ID; 2) Current utility bill, lease; 3) Income for LAST 30 days prior to the date 
of application for ALL household members 18 years and older.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to make an appointment, please contact
     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C100, Galveston, TX               409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Fort Bend County - 902 Frost, Rosenberg, TX                                 281-342-3012
     Wharton County - 213-B North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                  979-543-1561

Q: My father never had any 
problems with alcohol, but after 
mother died last year he began 
drinking heavily, and now it’s 
gotten out of control. How can my 
brothers and I help him? If we try 
to say anything he just leaves the 
room. - Mrs. S.G.

A: I once heard an experienced 
pastor say something like this: 
“You’ll never understand alcohol as 
a problem until you understand it 
as a solution.” In other words, for 
many people alcohol becomes a 
way to “solve” their problems, by 
covering them up and escaping 
from them. But that never works, 
because the problems still remain 
- and alcohol only makes them 
worse.

  From what you say, I suspect 
your father feels the pain of your 
mother’s death very deeply, and 
he’s using alcohol to escape from 
that pain. Not only does he miss 

her, but he also probably worries 
about the future and how he’ll 
manage without her. At the same 
time, he may not even realize what 
he’s doing.

There’s no shortcut; you and your 
brothers need to confront him with 
the reality of what he’s doing. Let 
him know - openly and clearly - that 
you love him, and because you 
love him, you can’t bear to see him 
destroy himself. Remind him also 
that your mother loved him, and the 
last thing she would have wanted 
was for him to become enslaved 
by alcohol. Find out, as well, what 
resources may be available in your 
community to help him; your pastor 
or family doctor may have sugges-
tions. 

Assure him, too, that you’re pray-
ing for him - not just to break free 
from alcohol’s grip, but to turn his 
life over to Christ. May the Psalm-
ist’s prayer become his: “Why, my 
soul, are you downcast?... Put your 
hope in God” (Psalm 43:5).

ably someone who doesn’t suffer 
from allergies should take on the 
chore. 

But if it can’t be avoided, 
Mulcahy recommends you wear a 
mask. John Alzubi, owner of Smart 
Choice Cleaning in Springfield, 
Va., adds that wearing goggles 
helps, too.
3. Seek out water sources

Any freestanding water in the 
home presents a mold hazard. 
“Spring cleaning is a good time to 
look at any potential water source 
in your house,” Mulcahy says. “If 
you have a leaky faucet or pipes 
that need better sealing, take care 
of that.”
4. Crack open the windows (or 
shut them tight)

During allergy season, sufferers 
have inflamed mucous mem-
branes. Mulcahy recommends 
ventilation if you’re cleaning with 
any harsh chemicals. However, 

Michele Oswald, owner of Extra 
Step Cleaning in Ballwin, Mo., 
says that if outside allergens are 
your triggers, such as pollen or 
ragweed, you might want to keep 
them shut.
5. Avoid odors

Alzubi says to use fragrance-
free cleaning products to avoid 
exacerbating allergy symptoms. 
He recommends “green” or natural 
cleaning products, and avoiding 
bleach. Once again, it depends on 
your particular allergy. If you need 
to kill allergens, especially mold, 
Oswald says hydrogen peroxide 
acts as a natural bleach that won’t 
assault your senses.
6. Trap dust — don’t release it

“Don’t use feather dusters at 
all,” Alzubi says. He recommends 
something that can capture the 
dust, like a damp microfiber cloth.
7. Maximize efficiency

Clean and dust top to bottom, 

left to right and inside to outside, 
says Alzubi. This eliminates unnec-
essary work.
8. Don’t ignore your bedroom

Oswald says consumers often 
instruct cleaners to skip their 
bedrooms, because no one will 
see them. 

However, Oswald and Mulcahy 
agree that the bedroom is the 
most important place to keep clean 
since you spend most of your time 
there. “You’re in there for eight 
hours every night,” Oswald says. 
“Make your room your sanctuary.”
9. Call in reinforcements

Sometimes it might be best to 
hire a highly rated house cleaner 
to get your house in tiptop shape.

Mulcahy says to communicate 
openly with the cleaner, so they 
understand you’re targeting spe-
cific problem areas. Oswald pre-
fers that clients tell her about any 
allergy issues, including sensitivity 
to chemicals.

Achoo: If allergies get you down, start cleaning house
(Continued from Page 1)

Did you know?
• Scientists have discovered that some people never feel fully awake, and 

others are energetic no matter what time of day.
• In Hawaii, when it drizzles on a sunny day they call it “pineapple juice.”
• Michael Jackson’s boxer shorts were once sold on ebay with a reserve 

price of $1 million.
• People who have reliable spouses tend to make more money, get more 

promotions, and be more satisfied with their jobs.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Mooing critter
4 Ancient region surrounding Athens
10 Reagan era mil. program
13 Disgusted grunts
15 Resident of Tibet’s capital
16 Muscle spasm
17 Illegal activity admitted by Lance 
Armstrong in January 2013
19 Writer for whom the Edgar award 
is named

20 Not sacred
21 Secret matters
23 Baba who stole from thieves
24 Singer with Crosby, Stills & Nash
27 Glass container
29 Actress Cannon
30 Peter Fonda’s title beekeeper
31 Opposed (to)
34 Hurts with a tusk
37 ESPN show with an “Inside 
Pitch” segment

42 Willem of “Platoon”
43 100-lawmakers group
44 “Peter Pan” pirate
47 Hang around
49 Pretoria’s land: Abbr.
50 Trousseau holder
53 Stomach-punch response
55 Start of the line that includes 
“wherefore art thou”
56 Female star
60 Comfy room
61 Volcanic Hawaiian landmark, and 
a hint to the first word of 17-, 24-, 
37- and 50-Across
64 Night’s opposite
65 __ Pie: ice cream treat
66 Reached base in a cloud of dust
67 “Tasty!”
68 Unsettling looks
69 Arid

Down
1 Baby bears
2 Look at lasciviously
3 “So what?”
4 Alan of “M*A*S*H”
5 Like rosebushes
6 Pub spigot
7 “Woe __”: Patricia T. O’Conner 
grammar book
8 Gondolier’s “street”
9 Hopping mad
10 One of Minn.’s Twin Cities
11 Singer Warwick
12 Frigid historic period
14 Aretha’s genre
18 551, at the Forum
22 Dad’s nephew
25 Aerie hatchlings
26 Playing an extra NBA period, say
27 Quick blow
28 Gardner once married to Sinatra
29 Refusing to listen
32 Use, as a coupon
33 Entrepreneur-aiding org.
35 Optimistic
36 Opposite of WSW
38 Come in last
39 Lasagna-loving cat
40 Growth chart nos.
41 Brewed drink
44 Poorly made
45 Wells’ “The Island of Dr. __”
46 Arnold Palmer or Shirley Temple, 
drinkwise
48 Where charity begins
51 Formally gives up
52 Raise, as a sail
53 Old fort near Monterey
54 Sounds of wonder
57 Grandson of Adam
58 Depilatory brand
59 Hot tub swirl
62 Alias letters
63 Former Russian space station
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
DAY  HOUR  YEAR  MONTH  SECOND  DECADE  MINUTE
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: BARON  GAUGE  FORAGE  CODGER
Answer: Why she went to the costume party with her mouth taped -- FOR A GAG GAG

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Resistance to your personal 
magnetism is futile. Advisors, loved 
ones and friends may urge you to 
experiment with something dramati-
cally different this week. Focus your 
energies on positively transforming 

your life.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Be 

sure that your actions add to the 
greater good rather than feeding 
your fantasies. In the week ahead, 
you can nudge along beneficial 
reforms even if it only seems like a 
drop in the bucket. You are some-

one’s shining light.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 

Restore a relationship by being 
sincere and truthful. This may be 
a good week to speak frankly to 
children or to make amends with 
someone who’s crossed the line. 
Don’t be stingy or cut corners if you 

purchase a gift.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): The 

foreign and exotic might simul-
taneously attract and repel you. 
Put aside preconceived notions 
and embrace beneficial changes 
throughout the week. You’ll never 
know how good something is until 
you try it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): A surprise 
is in store that may open a door. 
Your partner or significant other 
might have some startling news or 
offer highly creative financial ideas. 
Remain broadminded and agree to 
test out some new methods in the 
week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A 
simple apology will yield significant 
results. Grease the wheels of social 
interactions by being prompt with 
explanations and quick to act con-
trite. LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
may seem to others like the steady 
Freddy of your crowd. People will 
trust you to “know” and understand 
their problems, hopes and dreams 
as the week unfolds. You attract 
those who’ll support your ideals 
through thick and thin.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): New 
starts and processes may be imple-

mented successfully. A changing of 
the guard at work might give you a 
chance to try your hand at different 
tasks. Be willing to experiment in 
the week ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Follow your inner bliss. While others 
are treading water, you’re buoyed 
up by inspiration. Your inner muse 
and wise mentors will give you a 
sense of direction this week. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Actions speak much louder and 
forcibly than words. Go out of your 
way to prove that you mean what 
you say. A special someone might 
appreciate your companionship 
whenever you have a few spare 
moments in the week ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
That mirror, mirror on the wall may 
find you the fairest of them all. 
You’ll feel like a celebrity with all 
the extra attention you receive this 
week. People respond favorably to 
friendliness.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Let 
past conflicts drop by the wayside. 
As this week unfolds, you’ll work 
best when teamed with members of 
the opposite sex. Fun and relaxation 
might take some extra effort.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers



Page 16  THE BULLETIN  April 14, 2015   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com


