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Wildlife Refuges take 
you closer to nature

Procrastination
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FREE

Migration 
Celebration

On April 22, the Brazoria County Alzheimer’s Awareness Project (BCAAP) and Chapelwood 
United Methodist Church will present an Alzheimer’s Caregiver Conference from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall at Chapelwood, 300 Willow Drive, Lake Jackson. The event is free (lunch 
provided) and open to the public, but pre-registration is required (call 979-236-5393). See Page 6 
for more information.

Experience the sights, sounds, 
and the joys of nature, all free. 

Watch the “Birds of Prey” 
program and witness a Peregrine 
Falcon soaring above, then diving 
at speeds in excess of 150 mph 
toward its prey. You can catch a 
fish in a stocked pond, touch sea 
creatures, pet an alligator, a snake, 
or a turtle.  

Let a butterfly land on your nose 
in the butterfly tent. Net insects in 
tall grass, or view critters under a 
microscope. Target practice with a 
bow and arrow or a BB gun. 

These are just a few of the free 
family-friendly activities you can see 
and do April 16 and 17 at the San 
Bernard National Wildlife Refuge 
during the annual Migration Cel-
ebration festival.

Other activities include an open 
wagon tour along the ponds or a 
marsh buggy ride through a swampy 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I mentioned last week how I 
hate cleaning the garage. This 
week it’s yard work. I hate yard 
work.

So, guess what I did last 
weekend?

I couldn’t 
get out of it. I 
tried.

When I got 
home, the 
whole bundle 
of yard work 
supplies was 
waiting for me 

in the van. I mean it was loaded 
from top to bottom with stuff that 
I was supposed to use to make 
the front yard prettier.

I was actually planning to 
lazy around the whole day and 
accomplish absolutely nothing. 
Someone decided to change 
those plans.

To be honest, the work needed 
to be done for a while. But I’m a 
firm believer in putting things off 
that I dislike doing until – when-
ever.

And that’s not always a bad 
trait. Sometimes it comes in 
handy. Like when I put off getting 
a new roof. In 2008, Hurricane 
Ike bought me a new one.

I selectively procrastinate, like 
many of my readers do. Don’t 
deny it – you’re among friends.

To try to make myself feel 
better, I got on the Internet 
machine in search of informa-
tion on the beneficial effects of 
procrastination. You can find 
anything on this magical machine 
these days.

RAMBLINGS

Could it be 
good to put 
things off?

Angleton 
Chamber’s Shot 
in the dark glow 
golf tournament 
set for April 22

Third Coast 
Percussion to 
perform at the 

Clarion this 
Friday

See Page 2
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Tribune-Bulletin weekly politics quiz

EVEN A WANTED MAN HAS TO LOOK HIS BEST: Police in Lima, 
Ohio, issued a warrant for the arrest of a man on arson and vandalism 
charges, but the guy didn’t like the mug shot they used. So he texted 
them a selfie and asked them to use that one instead. They did as he 
requested, but added that “we would appreciate it if he would come 
speak to us at the police station about his charges.”

NO, I DON’T WANT TO GO TO DINNER: A police officer pulled over a 
suspected drunk driver who was swerving all over the road in Niceville, 
Fla. When the cop asked him for his driver’s license, the guy handed him 
a Ruby Tuesday coupon.

I THINK WE HAVE A CLUE HERE, SARGE: Police arrested a man 
who had burglarized six businesses in Englewood, Colo., by following 
his footprints in the snow from the scene of the crimes to his apartment 
across the street.

DON’T MAKE ME USE THIS! A woman pointed a stick at the teller in 
an attempt to rob a bank in San Pedro, Calif.

I’M JUST TRYING TO DO THE RIGHT THING, YOUR HONOR: A 
woman showed up drunk to pay her fines at the district court in Novi, 
Mich. Since she drove there, she was arrested for DUI.

I SWEAR IT WAS AN ACCIDENT, HAND TO GOD: A farmer in Castel-
lon, Spain, who was facing financial difficulties, cut off his right hand, and 
claimed it was severed in a car accident, which he faked to get insurance 
money. He was caught after he collected hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars from eight insurance companies. He got four years in jail and has to 
give the money back.

RECALCULATING, RECALCULATING: A senior official in Russia 
stole a 31-mile-long road in the far-northern Komi region, overseeing the 
dismantling of its 7,000 reinforced concrete slabs over a period of a year 
and selling them for about $80,000.

NOW, WHY DIDN’T WE THINK OF THAT? Inmates in the jail in 
Regina, Saskatchewan, are refusing to eat because they don’t like the 
food they were being served there. The premier of the province, Brad 
Wall, responded with some advice on the best way to avoid prison food: 
“Don’t go to prison.”

HAVE I DONE SOMETHING WRONG!? A landlady locked her tenant 
out of her building in Bletchley, England, after he had drunk 18 cans of 
beer, argued loudly with his boyfriend for several hours, then went out 
to buy a bottle of whiskey dressed only in a onesie. When he couldn’t 
get back in, he tried to throw a child’s scooter through the front window, 
but was so drunk, he hit a neighbor’s car. Finally, he set fire to some 
recycled clothing on the front porch in an effort to burn the house down.

THIS SHOULD IMPROVE MY “CIRCULATION” - KNOW WHAT I 
MEAN? WINK-WINK: A man in Hampshire, England, tried to remove his 
wedding ring after the breakdown of his marriage, but couldn’t get it off. 
So he went to the fire station in Fareham, and asked them to cut it off. 
They did.

1. During her appearance on “The View” this week, Hillary Clinton said 
she had a crush on which celebrity? A. Larry David; B. George Clooney; 
C. Leonardo DiCaprio; D. Donald Trump

2. Two states recently approved legislation that will raise the minimum 
wage to $15 per hour. California is one of them; what is the other? A. 
Illinois; B. Vermont; C. Oregon; D. New York

3. Donald Trump recently announced a plan to pay for a wall along 
the U.S.-Mexico border. What is it? A. Raise income tax on American 
workers; B. Institute a new fee for people and goods crossing the border 
legally; C. Block transfers of money that Mexican workers in the U.S. 
send home; D. Sell assets of deported undocumented workers

4. Which tech company recently announced it was canceling plans to 
expand its operations in North Carolina because of a new law that critics 
says discriminates against LGBT people in that state? A. Google; B. 
PayPal; C. Facebook; D. Uber

5. Which city recently became the first in the U.S. to mandate six 
weeks of paid time off for new parents? A. San Francisco; B. Chicago; C. 
Portland, Oregon; D. Austin, Texas

ANSWERS: 1. B; 2. D; 3. C; 4. B; 5. A

Shot in the dark glow golf tournament brought back by Angleton chamber, set for April 22
The Angleton Chamber’s Shot 

in the dark golf tournament is back 
this year, set for Friday, April 22, 
at 5 p.m. at The Wilderness golf 
course in Lake Jackson, and it fea-
tures 9 holes of golf played during 
daylight hours, and the last nine at 
night, so participants will be playing 
“glow golf.”

Teams and hole sponsors are 
still being accepted for the event, 
and businesses and individuals 
interested in participating can call 
chamber staff at (979) 849-6443 or 
email them at events@angletonch
amber.org.

In between the two golfing ses-
sions and lots of fun will be a craw-

fish dinner, hosted by Capt. Mark’s 
Seafood Market, and there will be 
a raffle, featuring such prizes as a 
Glock G21, a MSR karting party, 
a pair of boots, a golf package, tick-
ets to Schlitterbahn Galveston and 
Astros tickets. There also will be 
smaller prizes drawn after the main 
prizes, including gift certificates to 
area restaurants and businesses. 
Raffle tickets are $25 each, 3 for 
$50 or 10 for $100.

Major prize sponsors include 
Tom’s Pawn of Angleton; MSR 
Houston; several golf courses - The 
Wilderness, Alvin Golf Course 
& Country Club, West Brazos 
Golf Center, Pearland Golf Club 
at Country Place; and Freeport 
Municipal Golf Course; Pearl 
Snaps; HDR Engineering and The 
Bulletin.

Team sponsors so far include 
Angleton Police Officers Asso-
ciation, Freeport LNG, Jones & 
Hadley Body Shop, Texas-New 
Mexico Power Co.; MSR Houston; 
Matheson/Davis Families (first 
responders); and BCOS Office 
Technologies.

Other sponsors include Koozie 
Sponsor, Angleton Police Officers; 
Golf Cart Sponsor, Texas Gulf 
Bank; Beverage Sponsors: The 
First State Bank of Angleton, Gina 
Renee’s Catering and Chastang 
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram;  and 
Flashlight Sponsor, Freeport LNG.

Hole sponsorships include: 
BASF Corp.; Bay Star Printing; 
Filipp’s Cafe; Lake Hardware & 

Lumber; Main Street Steak House 
& Bar; Pearl Snaps; The Medicine 
Shoppe; Neal Insurance; Perdue, 
Brandon Fielder Collins & Mott 
LLC; Ron Slate, DMP, PLLA; Phil-
lips 66 (2 holes); GrantWorks Inc.; 
Commissioner Pct. 1 Dude Payne; 
Bryan Douget, Farmer’s Insur-

ance; Charlotte Nugent, Allstate; 
Alamo Title/Jarrod D. Smith; and 
Gilbert & Furey. In-kind and gift 
certificate sponsors include Del 
Papa Distributors; Gulf Chemical 
and Metallugical Corp.; El Chico 
Restaurant; Luby’s Restaurant and 
Altus Emergency Center. 
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Deal of the week: Affordable  
advertising that works is our 
specialty. Call (979) 849-5407 and 
see for yourself.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Chimpanzee wrestling
Q. During the middle of the last 

century, a circus act called Noell’s 
Ark Gorilla Show offered this 
unusual challenge: “Wanted, athletic 
men to earn $5 per second by hold-
ing an 85-pound ape’s shoulders to 
the floor.” What was the gimmick?

A.  No gimmick at all.  The apes 
in question were juvenile chimpan-
zees, forced to wear “silence of the 
lambs” masks (to control biting) 
and large gloves (to prevent them 
from maiming faces),” notes Joseph 
Henrich in “The Secret of Our Suc-
cess: How culture is driving human 
evolution, domesticating our species 

and making us smarter.” Beefy line-
backer types, eager to impress the 
crowds at this star attraction, lined 
up to give it a try. But during the 
show’s 30-year run, no man ever 
pinned a chimp for more than five 
seconds. “The organizers... were 
wise to use young chimps, because 
a full-grown male chimpanzee (150 
lbs.) is quite capable of breaking a 
man’s back.”

Henrich concludes that, from the 
standpoint of pure physical strength, 
humans are wimps. But he offers 
consolation: “If you are challenged 
to wrestle a chimpanzee, I recom-
mend that you decline and instead 
suggest a contest based on (1) 
threading a needle, (2) fast-ball 
pitching or (3) long-distance run-
ning.”

Body science
Q. More than 20 sports insti-

tutes and training centers around 
the world are using a high-tech, 
high-end device called Mbody Pro.  
What’s the draw?

A. These compression shorts 
employed electromyography and 
accelerometers, combined with 
heart-rate data, to measure muscle 
activity, flagging imbalances in the 
legs, says Emily Waltz in her online 
posting “The Quantified Olympian.”  
Are athletes favoring one leg? Are 

their quadriceps being overworked 
compared with their hamstrings? 
Feedback from Mbody Pro can 
provide answers, “helping athletes 
improve their technique and pos-
sibly forestall cramps or injuries.”

Who else is using the device?  
The Los Angeles Lakers (bas-
ketball), Pittsburgh Penguins (ice 
hockey), professional boxers, and 
Olympic snowboarders and ice 
skaters.

Big data lesson
Q. Are you “big data” literate? 

Perhaps a crash course in “data sci-
ence” terminology might be in order.

A. Think of “big data” as “those 
massive amounts of information 
that require special techniques to 
store, search and analyze,” says 
Paul McFedries in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine. “Data science” involves 
the analysis and extraction of all 
that big data. How big? Data geeks 
estimate storage units in “bronto-
bytes”:  Since the average-size hard 
drive has a “terabyte,” you’d need 
one thousand trillion of them to fill a 
brontobyte. Still bigger is the “geo-
byte,” or 1,000 brontobytes. Quips 
McFedries, that’s some “hellabytes.”

Of course, professionals are nec-
essary to handle these “data lakes” 
(data stored and readily accessible 
in its pure, unprocessed state) so 
companies are looking for “data 
architects” (specialists in building 
data models), “data visualizers” 
(who can translate data into visual 
form), and “data explorers” (who 
change how a company does busi-
ness based on analyzing company 
data).

At one time or another we may all 
need to access “long data” (extend-
ing back in time many years); “hot 
data” (easily accessible because of 
constant use) and “cold data” (used 
infrequently so less readily avail-
able).

As McFedries concludes, perhaps 
the times are calling for all of us “to 
become aware of how our everyday 
data -- our ‘small data’ -- contribute 
to many different big-data sets and 
what impact that might have on our 
privacy and security. Let’s learn 
to become custodians of our own 
data.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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For more than a decade, Third 
Coast Percussion has toured the 
country, developing a reputation 
through concerts and recordings of 
inspiring energy and subtle nuance.

Hailed by The New Yorker as 
“vibrant” and “superb,” Third Coast 
Percussion explores and expands 
the extraordinary sonic possibili-
ties of the percussion repertoire, 
delivering exciting performances for 
audiences of all kinds.

On Friday, April 15, these hard-
grooving musicians will bring their 
show to The Clarion at Brazosport 
College for a 7:30 p.m. perfor-
mance.

The show is sponsored by 

Gordon & Nancy Wollam and 
Robyn & Danny Cochran. The 
ensemble will also provide special 
educational outreach programs for 
selected local schools.

Third Coast Percussion is known 
for ground-breaking collaborations 
across a wide range of disciplines, 
including concerts and residency 
projects with engineers at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, architects 
at the Frank Lloyd Wright School 
of Architecture, astronomers at the 
Adler Planetarium and more. The 
ensemble enhances the perfor-
mances it offers with cutting edge 
new media, including free iPhone 
and iPad apps that allow audi-

ence members to create their own 
musical performances and take a 
deeper look at the music performed 
by Third Coast Percussion.

Third Coast Percussion is the 
Ensemble-in-Residence at the 
University of Notre Dame’s DeBar-
tolo Performing Arts Center. The 
members of Third Coast Percussion 

— Sean Connors, Robert Dillon, 
Peter Martin, and David Skidmore 
— hold degrees in music perfor-
mance from Northwestern Univer-
sity, the Yale School of Music, the 
Eastman School of Music, the New 
England Conservatory, and Rutgers 
University.

Tickets for Third Coast Per-

cussion’s April 15 show are $35 
for adults, $30 for seniors and 
Brazosport College employees and 
BC Former Student Association 
members, and $10 for students and 
children. Advance tickets are avail-
able at The Clarion Box Office by 
calling (979) 230-3156 or online at 
www.brazosport.edu/clarion.

Third Coast Percussion to perform cutting-edge media repertoire at The Clarion April 15

Third Coast Percussion will perform at 7:30 p.m., April 15, at The Clarion at Brazosport College.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

 Q: I was told I shouldn’t carry my Social Security card around. Is 
that true?

A: We encourage you to keep your Social Security card at home in a 
safe place. Don’t carry it with you even if you’re going to new job or to 
meet someone who needs it, all they really need is your number - not your 
card. Identity theft is one of the fastest growing crimes in America, and 
the best way to avoid becoming a victim is to safeguard your card and 
number. To learn more, visit our Social Security number and card page at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber.

Q: My husband and I are both entitled to our own Social Security 
benefits. Will our combined benefits be reduced because we are mar-
ried?

A: No. When each member of a married couple works in employment 
covered under Social Security and both meet all other eligibility require-
ments to receive retirement benefits, lifetime earnings are calculated 
independently to determine the benefit amounts. Therefore, each spouse 
receives a monthly benefit amount based on his or her own earnings. If 
one member of the couple earned substantially less than the other or did 
not earn enough Social Security credits (40) to be insured for retirement 
benefits, he or she may be eligible to receive benefits as a spouse. To 
learn more, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/retirement.

On Thursday, April 14, commu-
nity members in Brazoria County 
have the opportunity to support 
not one, but three great local 
organizations that are making a 
positive impact in local communi-
ties.

The Angleton Rotary Club is 
teaming up with Military Moms 
and Wives of Brazoria County 
(MMWBC) and the Halfway 4-H 
Club for a fantastic fundraiser 
on Thursday, April 14, beginning 
at 6 p.m. at the Brazoria County 
Fairgrounds.

Tickets to the event are only 
$20 each and include dinner 
catered by On the River, entertain-
ment by Southbound 288, and a 
live and silent auction.

Angleton Rotary President Trish 
Thompson says originally Rotary 
had only planned to partner with 

4-H, but then they heard that 
MMWBC was not going to be able 
to do a mail-out of care packages 
to soldiers at Christmas due to a 
lack of funds.

“Rotary is all about giving back 
to our communities, so when we 
learned that Military Moms and 
Wives did not have sufficient fund-
ing to do a Christmas mail-out, 
we wanted to help,” said Angleton 
Rotary President Trish Thompson. 
“This organization does a fantas-
tic job making sure our soldiers 
know that someone at home cares 
about and appreciates them, and 
as Rotarians, we felt that we were 
in a position to offer a fundraising 
platform for them to get the dollars 
they need.”

Thompson added that the 
Halfway 4H Club is also a great 
fundraising partner and community 

contributor.
“We have been proud to partner 

with 4-H for a number of years 
because they do so much to 
develop youth into future lead-
ers,” she said. “Halfway 4-H is an 
excellent club, and they always 
bring great items to the event.”

Since 2003, the Angleton 
Rotary Club has sponsored over 
$426,000 in qualifying projects, 
including almost $160,000 in 
college scholarships to local high 
school seniors.

Donations of live and silent 
auction items are being gratefully 
accepted, and event sponsorships 
are available, providing excellent 
business exposure to influential 
community members.

For tickets or more information 
email TRThompson@dow.com or 
call (979) 238-2753. 

Angleton Rotary fundraiser to aid Military Moms, Halfway 4-H
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

The most glorious aspect of 
heaven will be God’s presence!

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Where is heaven? Will our telescopes ever discover it, or is it 
too far away? I have a hard time imagining what heaven must be like, 
although I think about it a lot. - L.L.

A: The Bible assures us that heaven is real, and that it includes things 
we will be able to see and touch and even hear. The Bible does not, how-
ever, tell us exactly where heaven is, and there’s no reason to believe our 
telescopes will ever discover it. It may even exist in a dimension beyond 
our present knowledge.

Although in recent years scientists have discovered new worlds of 
unimaginable beauty, I want to assure you that heaven will be far more 
glorious! Every description the Bible gives us makes it clear that heaven 
is filled with wonders and treasures far greater than anything we know on 
earth. Even the most skilled artist or most brilliant composer is unable to 
portray its glories. 

The greatest truth about heaven, however, is that it is the dwelling 
place of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ. No doubt we’ll be stunned by 
heaven’s beauty, but most of all we will be overwhelmed by being in God’s 
presence. The Bible says, “It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance 
was like that of a very precious jewel” (Revelation 21:11).

Do you look forward to heaven? And are you certain you will go there 
when you die? You can be, because God has provided the way for us to 
be cleansed of our sins and welcomed into His presence forever. That 
way is Christ, who gave His life so we could be saved. Make sure today 
that heaven will be your eternal home, by repenting of your sins and giving 
your life to Jesus Christ.

Baseball’s new season brings changes to speed the game up, and the usual crowded graphics
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

The new baseball season has 
its usual quotient of obnoxious on-
field innovations, such as the time 
clock that will now govern visits 
by managers and coaches to the 

pitcher’s mound. Like most fiddling 
with our Great American Pastime, 
the motivating force is the televi-
sion audience, specifically younger 
viewers who are not embracing the 
sport.

Over the last decade the median 

age of viewers watching baseball 
on ESPN’s national telecasts has 
climbed from 46 to 53. But can 
that trend be reversed with digital 
timers? Or more TV cameras? 
How many fancy graphics can be 
squeezed onto the screen? When 
does baseball’s sponsor clutter 
reach a tipping point?

During spring training I watched 
several of the San Francisco Giants 
webcasts: free, no-frills feeds 
accessible online. What I learned 
is that TV coverage, like baseball 
itself, is more enjoyable without 
many of the hi-tech artifices that 
now weigh down regular-season 
telecasts.

For me, baseball is easier to 
digest when viewed from behind the 
plate, from a position slightly toward 
the first base side. If money were 
no object, wouldn’t you rather sit 
in a prime box seat than out in the 
bleachers?

Broadcasters favor the center 
field shot, popularized in the mid-
sixties, because it offers a better 
view of pitches. This goes hand-
in-hand with much of today’s color 
commentary that tends to obsess 
over pitch selection, speed and 
placement.

Today’s center field shot also has 
too much clutter: Half the screen is 
filled with faces of fans behind the 
plate along with advertising on the 
railing.

Speaking of clutter, the spring 
webcasts are mercifully graphics-
free. Yes, it would be nice to see 
players’ names and batting stats, 
but a totally uncompromised picture 
- no ads, logos or other intrusions 
- makes it easier to watch games 
without today’s dizzying distrac-
tions.

Since cameras are limited, the 
webcasts are also devoid of annoy-
ing crowd shots. No need to see 
fans’ funny hats, spilled popcorn 
and lame attempts to catch foul 
balls. And no homemade signs!

Unlike basketball, football and 
other sports in which the action 
moves mostly left and right within a 
uniformly shaped rectangle, base-
ball’s irregular playing fields have 
always challenged TV producers. 
The slow pace of play - which Major 
League Baseball is desperately 
trying to address by timing visits to 
the mound - promotes additional 
TV fluff.

TV directors have tried blimp 
shots, mini-cams buried in the 

ground, super slow-motion replays, 
K-zone graphics, laser tracking of 
the ball’s flight, and countless other 
tricks. My take: Younger viewers 
don’t really care, and older fans are 
usually annoyed.

After watching spring webcasts, 
I’m convinced that when it comes 
to televised baseball, less is more. 
Less commentary, less camera cut-
ting, less on-screen clutter and less 
off-field distraction.

A version of this spartan 
approach can be seen during the 
regular season in coverage of 
minor-league games online, via 
Milb.com. These webcasts vary 
widely from team to team, but some 
come close to capturing what the 
Giants achieve in spring training.

Baseball has a lot at stake in its 
lucrative TV deals. I’m not literally 
suggesting a return to single-
camera telecasts anymore than I’d 
advocate going back to black-and-
white. But TV overkill is hurting.

As I see it from the couch, 
baseball is a marvelously complex 
game, best viewed in a relatively 
uncomplicated form.

Peter Funt can be reached at 
www.CandidCamera.com
© 2016 Peter Funt. 
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Please let your friends that The Bulletin also can be 
read online at: www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

section of the refuge. Experienced 
naturalists lead each trip.  

Visitors may see alligators, 
bobcats, deer, and several bird 
species, including grebes, herons, 
egrets, gallinules, and any number 
of migrating species heading 
north. Walk along a trail through a 
hardwood forest to see Texas’ larg-
est live oak tree. Kids 12 to 92 can 

kayak in a bayou.
The exhibition building will 

feature the nature photo contest 
entries, Junior Duck Stamp entries, 
a children’s art table, our nature 
store, a bake sale, food service, 
and exhibits from many local and 
regional conservation education 
groups.  

For a free family adventure, visit 
the San Bernard National Wildlife 

Refuge April 16, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
or April 17, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
see what this amazing refuge has 
to offer. Migration Celebration is 
sponsored by the Friends of Brazo-
ria Wildlife Refuges and supported 
by the Texas Mid-Coast National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex. For more 
information, event schedules, and 
directions to Migration Celebration 
visit www.MigrationCelebration.org.

Migration Celebration is geared to put you in touch with nature
(Continud from Page 1)

 There’s a couple of area festivals to enjoy this weekend - the San 
Jacinto Festival will be  April 15-16 in West Columbia, and the Brazoria 
County Crawfish Festival kicks off April 15-17 in Angleton. 

The San Jacinto Festival will feature a barbecue cookoff at First Capitol 
Park, followed by music from The Catfish Mafia from 9 to 11 p.m. on 
Friday. Most events will be Saturday, April 16, starting with a 5-K run at 8 
a.m., a parade at 10 a.m., a Trade Days vendor event 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the West Columbia Civic Center and tours during this same time at the 
historical Varner Hogg Plantation.There will be a washers tournament at 1 
p.m. at the park, and a Rotary shrimp boil and auction 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

The crawfish festival is new to Angleton, having been in Pearland previ-
ously, and will be held at MSR Speedway off Highway 288 north of town. 
It will showcase Cajun food, carnival rides, vendors, band performances, 
eating contests, and other entertainment. Entrance before 3 p.m. Friday 
is free; otherwise, admission is $10 at the gate or $8 in advance online. 
Boiled crawfish will be available for $3.99/ pound. Hours are 11 a.m.-10 
p.m. Friday and Saturday and 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sunday. More information 
is available at brazoriacountycrawfishfestival.com. Voice of America will 
be filming at the event to release worldwide, said promoter Bob Fuldauer.

San Jacinto, Crawfish festivals slated
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Did you know?

Join the Brazoria County Histori-
cal Museum on Thursday, April 14, 
at 6:30 p.m. as it hosts author Mar-
garet Lewis Furse, for her book,  
The Hawkins Ranch in Texas: From 
Plantation Times to the Present.  

Limited quantities of the book will 
be available for sale at the museum 
that evening. Admission to the pro-
gram is free, and light refreshments 
will be served, courtesy of HEB.  

For more information, telephone 
(979)864-1208, or visit the muse-
um’s website at www.bchm.org.

In 1846, Colonel James Boyd 
Hawkins, his wife Ariella, six of the 
nine children born to the couple, 
and 34 slaves arrived by boat to 
Galveston from his native North 
Carolina in search of land suitable 
for the establishment of a sugar 
plantation.  

While it was very difficult, tire-
some, labor intensive work, the 
plantation thrived until June 1865 
when news of the Emancipation 
Proclamation reached Texas.  

With no bonded labor, Hawkins 
and his son, Frank, transformed 
the sugar plantation into a working 
cattle ranch.  

With the death of J.B. Hawkins in 
1896, he passed the management 

of the ranch to his son. Shortly after 
his father’s death, Frank Hawkins 
died, leaving five young children 
under the age of eight under the 

care of their uncle and his family.  
When the youngest sibling 

reached the age of majority, the 
five requested they be made joint 
managers of the family property. 
The four girls took an active lead 
and became known as the Young 
Lady Ranchers.  

The four Hawkins girls continued 
to uphold the family tradition under 
such adverse conditions as the 
Great Depression. 

Using the letters sent by the 
Hawkins family, public records, 
family archives and her own child-
hood memories, Furse has created 
a unique portrait of the everyday 
life on the Hawkins sugar planta-
tion.

Author to present program at Brazoria County Museum on everyday plantation life in Texas

Margaret Lewis Furse

Student group from Alvin High School participating in last year’s Poetry 
in Your Pocket Day.

Alvin Library, students host ‘Poetry In Your Pocket’
Alvin Library is partnering with AHS students from the English class of 

Ms. Carol Hooker to host the “Second Annual Poetry in Your Pocket Day”.  
This is to promote April as National Poetry Month. On Wednesday, April 20 
at 10 a.m., the students will be in the library distributing “pocket poems” for 
the patrons to enjoy. The students have created poetry posters, which will 
be on display in the library April 16-20. The public is invited to view the post-
ers and vote on their favorite. Please come to the library 

The Alvin Library, a branch of the Brazoria County Library System, is 
honored to partner with the Alvin School System to promote and publicize 
the work and achievements of our students. For more information about this 
event, contact the Alvin Library at (281) 388-4300.

Poetry is a way to make a profit. It may sound bad and hypocritical, but 
yes, you can make money from poetry. 

As long as you have the right poems for the target demographic, by pub-
lishing a book of poetry and making posts, you can earn a profit. 

Whatever you do, do not forget how important it is to write poems about 
the one you love and how pure your writing needs to be.
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Altus Emergency Center, celebrating the second anniversary of its Lake Jackson location, hosted a mixer and 
patio party with a Mexican food buffet at the Angleton Chamber of Commerce last week. Amir Bashiri and Kris 
DeVries of Altus are shown, from left,  with Shawn Meuth; Michelle Allison; Deana Fuchs; and Jerry Lyons. 

Angleton Chamber mixer celebrates Altus’ anniversaryBroken heart can trigger symptoms
Chicago Tribune (TNS)
During stressful and traumatic times, it can sometimes feel as if blood 

isn’t flowing.
Turns out that’s a real response, according to cardiothoracic surgeon Dr. 

Chris Magovern.
Called takotsubo cardiomyopathy, it’s known as “broken heart syn-

drome.”
What can happen, he explained, is the muscular portion of the heart gets 

weakened by emotional stress.
“It probably has something to do with an adrenaline surge that you get 

when you’re frightened, or emotional, or stressed out,” said Magovern, who 
works at New Jersey’s Morristown Medical Center.

The symptoms are similar to a heart attack – chest pain, shortness of 
breath, palpitations, a sense of weakness.

Older women might be more at risk for broken heart syndrome, he said, 
because of reduced levels of estrogen after menopause.

Although there is no known way to prevent this, he said awareness is 
key.

He suggests trying to reduce exposure to stressful events, which, of 
course, isn’t always possible.

“You can’t really do that,” he said. “Everyone is going to get in an emo-
tional situation.”

So if you are having these symptoms, visit your doctor.
Patients who experienced this included a woman who walked in and 

found her brother-in-law dead; another lost a son fighting in Iraq.
Other triggers might be losing money gambling or getting a bad medical 

diagnosis.
“It can be anything,” Magovern said. “It’s usually a seminal event.”
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

What, no pickled partridge in a pear tree?
Australian surfer Matt Wilkinson celebrated his win in his country’s most 

iconic surfing event, the Rip Curl Pro, by running up a bar tab of nearly 
$5,000 for his fans, including: 142 shots of vodka; 70 shots of tequila; 42 
Carlton Draught schooners; 37 schooners of Fat Yak beer; 30 shots of 
Galliano; and 30 shots of Jim Beam!

Headlines
 At Fark.com: “Performance incentive: Colin Kaepernick will collect 

a $400,000 bonus if he arrives at the 49ers’ facility today without being 
intercepted.”

At TheOnion.com: “Frustrated UNC student too busy studying for play-
ers’ tests to watch title game.”

Food for thought
The Pittsburgh Pirates are offering fans a new food concoction – a mix-

ture of hot dogs, Cracker Jack, macaroni and cheese, caramel sauce and 
jalapenos – called the Cracker Jack and Mac Dog. If the Buffalo Bills want 
to get in on the gut-buster act, what’ll they call theirs – The Ralph?

Pier pressure
A whale-watching boat named the Adventure Hornblower, unable to 

reverse engines, rammed into a seawall in San Diego.“No comment until 
we’ve seen the films,” said Hornblower cruise director Rob Gronkowski.

Dirty dozen
A third-division rugby player in Italy faces a big suspension after testing 

positive for 11 different banned substances. On the plus side, though, his 
punch card is full and he gets his 12th PED free.

Crime of the Week
Virginia Tech football player Deon Newsome was convicted of reckless 

driving – though the vehicle in question wasn’t the motorized cart he was 
found passed out on in the frozen-food section at Wal-Mart.

Talking the talk
Brad Rock of Salt Lake City’s Deseret News, after Oklahoma lost by 44 

to Villanova in the Final Four semifinals: “This is what happens when you 
play a school that doesn’t worry about its football team.”

Jazz broadcaster David Locke, after Utah got off to a bad start against 
the Timberwolves: “50-50 balls are about 90-10 tonight.”

Chunky scoop
Just wondering: Does that “3B” next to pot-bellied Pablo Sandoval’s 

name on the Red Sox roster mean “third base” or “three bills”?
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‘American Idol’ was a game-changer in television and beyond
By Mary McNamara
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Many television shows have 
changed something – the nature 
of comedy, the fate of a network, 
certain cultural attitudes, the indus-
try pay scale, public tolerance of 
graphic imagery, the sophistication 
of storytelling, or just far too many 
women’s hairstyles.

Only one changed everything: 
“American Idol.”

It may be difficult to remember 
amid the limp ratings and hollow 
hype of this 15th and final season. 
But 14 years ago, when Fox 
debuted the American version of 
a British singing competition, the 
success of “American Idol” was so 
big, so immediate and so utterly 
unexpected that it essentially broke 
television.

Pretty much everything that’s 
happened since, from “Keeping Up 
With the Kardashians” to “Trans-
parent,” from Sundance Channel’s 
artisanal content to Netflix’s binge 
model, is, at least in part, a product 
of the “American Idol” aftershock.

The ruthless rise of reality pro-
gramming, as everyone scrambled 
to create the next “Idol,” all but 
destroyed the industry’s traditional 
business model, which, in turn, 
created a space into which new 
purveyors of scripted television 
could step without the support of 

enormous audiences.
“Idol’s” reliance on real-time 

participation ignited a frenzy of 
fan culture and real-time hashtag 
viewing that put television back into 
the center of the cultural discourse 
(if only, initially, to figure out why so 
many people loved “American Idol” 
so much) and fostered an increas-
ingly intimate relationship between 
those who created TV and those 
who watched it.

The blatant resurrection of Holly-
wood’s overnight-success mythol-
ogy – “Kid, I’ll make you a star!” 
– shaped the dreams and habits of 
a new generation, creating along 
the way a whole new self-sustaining 
model of content creation. Like Walt 
Whitman selling “Leaves of Grass” 
on the street corner, hordes of the 
“undiscovered” took to YouTube, 
where some went viral enough to 
... make their way onto television, 
via “Ellen” or, in the recent case of 
Rachel Bloom, her very own show.

Even presidential politics have 
been affected. 

During the recent campaign, 
there were times when the GOP 
debates resembled nothing so 
much as the strange and often non 
sequitur bickering of original “Idol” 
judges Simon Cowell, Paula Abdul 
and Randy Jackson.

Oh, far beyond the actual record-
ing stars produced, “American Idol” 

brought music back to television 
and the collective consciousness to 
the benefit of all. No “Idol,” no “High 
School Musical” or “Glee.” No “High 
School Musical” or “Glee,” no “Bring 
It On: The Musical.” No “Bring It On: 
The Musical,” no “Hamilton.” No 
“Hamilton,” and, well, it’s just too 
ghastly to contemplate.

But “The Voice” did turn the 
chairs around, and that was pretty 
cool.

It may seem like ancient history, 
but when “American Idol” came on 
the scene, television was still televi-
sion, in the traditional sense. Sure, 
HBO had a breakthrough hit with 
“The Sopranos,” but most viewers 
still tuned into the four big networks 
for a time-honored combo plate of 
half-hour comedies and hourlong 
dramas, the more successful of 
which drew audiences from 10 
million (“Malcolm in the Middle”) 
to 26 million (“CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation”).

CBS had launched the highly 
successful “Survivor” two years 
before, with shows like “The 
Amazing Race” and “Fear Factor” 
springing up in its wake, but though 
growing in popularity, reality pro-
gramming was still something of a 
novelty – “Big Brother” had made 
the leap, but “Keeping Up With the 
Kardashians” and “The Hills” were a 
few years away.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Wrap giant
6 Reliever Orosco with the MLB 
record for career pitching appear-
ances
11 Center of excellence?
14 Quaking causes
15 Plant pest
16 Rest one’s dogs, so to speak
17 It’s fraudulent
19 “Double Fantasy” artist

20 Extras in an env.
21 Squeezed (out)
22 Web-footed critter
24 Mustard, for one: Abbr.
25 Encouraging shouts
26 Shout
27 It’s fabricated
30 “Saint Joan” star Jean
31 __ Locks: St. Marys River rapids 
bypass
32 Hid the gray in

33 Brewers’ outfielder Braun
35 Creator of Della
37 Morales of film
40 Part of a foot
42 Pompous authority
46 It’s fake
49 Beer with “Since 1775” on its 
label
50 Big dos
51 Grazing area
52 More of that
53 Detective Peter of old TV
54 Estate attorney’s concern
55 __ Lingus
56 Race errors, and what 17-, 27- 
and 46-Across have
59 Mrs., in much of the Americas
60 Classic six-couplet poem
61 Has __: can save face
62 Triumphant cry
63 Dost espy
64 Has a sudden inspiration?

DOWN
1 Gets to
2 Heroine of Beethoven’s “Fidelio”
3 AAA, for one
4 AAA et al.
5 Enzyme suffix
6 Hiked, with “up”
7 “The Comedy of Errors” setting
8 Word with wood or water
9 Quote qualifier
10 Ex-mayor with a cameo in “The 
Muppets Take Manhattan”
11 Abstruse stuff
12 Pedigree
13 Came (in) dramatically
18 Convention attendees
23 Exploit
25 “Live at the __”: Patsy Cline 
album
26 Venomous arachnids
28 Sources of fine wool
29 “... rapping at my chamber door” 
poet
34 Fish-fowl link
36 Filming sites
37 Heaven on earth
38 “Told ya!”
39 Natural light shows
41 Pours out
43 Short, tailored jackets
44 Really dug something
45 San Simeon family
47 Guards may prevent them
48 Antarctic explorer Shackleton
53 Pure delight
54 1985 U.S. Open champ Mand-
likova
57 Modern art?
58 Recess game
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
TIGER  DINGO  HORSE  MOOSE  MOUSE  LEMUR  WHALE  SLOTH



Did you know?

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 12, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 13
MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

• Judge Judy holds the Guiness World record for “longest-running TV 
judge.” After 20 years, she still draws more than 10 millions viewers dailt, 
and mamkes $47 million a year. And, she only works days. That’s a great 
gig, if you can find it.

• Even though they don’t have the ability to talk back, dogs listen and mull 
over human speech to try to figure out what we’re saying to them.

• A typical ultra-processed meal contains 33 percent sugar and 25 percent 
more salt and fat than a meal comprised of natural and minimally-processed 
foods.

• Seventy-five percent of couples do not go to bed at the same time.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: CEASE  FOCUS  FUMBLE  BARREL
Answer: What the garbage collectors had to do when their truck was full -- REFUSE REFUSE

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Look on the bright side. 
Finding humor in even the direst situations can help 
improve your mood as well as the moods of those 
around you. Try something new and exciting this 
week with a special someone to get a fresh perspec-
tive.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Go your own way. 
Make your own plans and set your own agendas to 
accomplish what’s best for you in the week ahead. 
You’ll find that being among close friends or loved 
ones will give you the most satisfaction.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t beat around the 
bush. Remember that the shortest distance between 
two points is a straight line. Solve problems this week 
by meeting them head on. A social function could be 
enjoyable even if you are hesitant to attend.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Enthusiasm can be 
contagious. Showing support for someone else’s proj-
ect can help them get the ball rolling quickly. Taking a 
more optimistic approach in the week ahead can help 
you overcome life’s little obstacles.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): All work and no play can 
be monotonous. Take some time to enjoy the spoils 
of your labors in the week ahead. Treat yourself to 
a pretty bauble or treat someone else to a pleasant 
excursion. Put important decisions in perspective.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t press the issue. 
If someone chooses to withhold information, it’s 
probable that they have a good reason. Concentrate 
on finding enjoyable ways to pass the time when you 
aren’t indulging in heavy thinking in the week ahead. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Catch spring fever. Make 
the most of each day this week by getting out in the 
sun. Tackle some gardening, go to a ball game, or just 
take a stroll in the park. Any activity that allows you 
to get some fresh air and stretch your legs will do the 
trick.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Be hospitable. Put out 
a big spread for friends and visitors to show that you 
truly are the host with the most. Being generous and 
sympathetic to the problems of others is likely to win 
you respect and admiration in the week ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Great minds 
think alike. Sharing your ideas with close friends and 
confidants can yield perspectives and insights as the 
week unfolds. Be decisive when faced with tough 
choices and avoid over-thinking issues.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t worry, be 
happy. Avoid fretting over events that are beyond your 
control as the week goes by. You are powerless to 
influence the outcome. Maintain a positive attitude that 
everything will turn out for the best.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Change can be for 
the better. A new diet can improve your health, a new 
perspective can improve your psyche, or a new routine 
can improve your productivity. Listen to the advice of 
knowledgeable peers this week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Dare to be different. 
Don’t be shy when it comes to meeting new people or 
experiencing new things this week. You’ll be far more 
satisfied by straying off the beaten path and searching 
for unique adventures.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1814, Napoleon Bonaparte abdi-
cated as emperor of France and 
was exiled to the island of Elba. In 
1968, President Johnson signed 
into law the Civil Rights Act of 1968, 
a week after the assassination of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

April 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, the U.S. Civil War began as 
Confederate forces fired on the 
Union’s Fort Sumter in South Caro-
lina. In 1945, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt died of a cerebral 
hemorrhage in Warm Springs, Ga. 
He was 63.

April 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1742, “Handel’s Messiah” was 
first performed in Dublin, Ireland. 
In 1970, Apollo 13 was crippled 
when a tank of liquid oxygen in 
the service module burst while the 
spacecraft was on its way to the 
moon. The lunar landing had to 
be aborted, but the crew returned 
safely to Earth after makeshift 

repairs to keep its life-support 
system going.

April 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1865, President Lincoln was shot 
in the head in Ford’s Theatre in 
Washington by John Wilkes Booth. 
He died the next morning. In 1910, 
President Taft began the tradition 
of throwing out the first ball on 
opening day of the Major League 
Baseball season.

April 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1912, the British cruise liner RMS 
Titanic sank on its maiden voyage 
to New York after hitting an iceberg 
in the North Atlantic. In 1986, the 
United States conducted air raids 
on Libya in retaliation for its spon-
sorship of terrorist activities.

April 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1935, the first radio broadcast of 
“Fibber McGee & Molly” was made. 
In 1946, the United States first 
launched a captured German V-2 
rocket at White Sands Missile Prov-
ing Ground in New Mexico.

April 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1521, Martin Luther was excom-
municated from the Roman Catholic 
Church after publicizing his opposi-
tion - based on Scripture - to key 
church tenets. In 1961, about 1,500 
CIA-trained Cuban exiles launched 
the failed Bay of Pigs invasion of 
Cuba.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1865, 
President Lincoln and his wife were 
watching the play “Our American 
Cousin” when he was fatally shot 
by Booth, an actor and Southern 
sympathizer.

This week’s question: In 
1902, Marie and Pierre Curie iso-
lated what radioactive element?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Try us, you’ll like us
Advertising does not have to cost 
an arm and a leg. Call (979) 949-
5407, and let us make you an offer 
that’s hard to refuse.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

There it was: “7 Ways You Can 
Benefit from Procrastination.” In 
Psychology Today. I knew I’d be 
finding some good news. If this 
prestigious magazine says that 
there are some benefits, then there 
must be some.

I clicked on the link and got an 
error message. Too much traffic for 
the magazine’s server to handle. 
“Please try back later.”

Wow, so many people are looking 
to support their theory that procras-

tination is beneficial that they are 
crashing the server.

I clicked on the link again 10 
seconds later, and got the same 
message. It said later, but not how 
much later. Ten seconds on the 
Interent is like eternity. I thought 
they would have fixed the problem 
by then.

Or, maybe they read their own 
article and decided to get to it 
– whenever.

I didn’t give up. On to a New 
York Times article on Structured 

Procrastination. It’s a term coined 
by Stanford University philosopher 
John Perry, who actually wrote a 
book about it.

“Admittedly, it’s not a long book 
(92 quite small pages), but give 
him credit: He got it done, and only 
17 years after he identified the 
concept,” wrote the NYT.

Talk about practicing what you 
preach. 

The article was not much help. 
It basically quoted a bunch of 
academics saying that procrastina-
tion is a form of self-deception. I 
disagree.

The Guardian had some interest-
ing points to make in the headline 
and subheads of an article it 
published on this subject on March 
3, 2014.

“In praise of procrastination: five 
reasons why it pays to wait:

1-It’s more efficient;
2-It improves decisions;
3-It does your admin.;
4-The work might go away; and
5-It’s fun.”
Let’s just stop at the headlines. 

To me, they tell the whole story. It’s 
exactly what I wanted to hear.

Just out of curiosity, I searched 
through some more links, even 
though I had already found the 
headlines with which I agreed.

They weren’t all that helpful as 
they analyzed the topic to death, 

quoting all kinds of experts who 
appeared, to me at least, to be 
taking themselves a little too seri-
ously.

After all, we’re basically just talk-
ing about putting off stuff I don’t like 
doing, like yard work.

That front garden area was 
beginning to look pretty good. We 
apparently let it go a little longer 

than we should have, but after five 
hours of hard labor, it came back 
to life. The neighbors no longer 
have to guess whether this house is 
abandoned.

“Let’s do the second one on the 
other side,” said my wife.

“Let’s do it later,” I replied, hoping 
that The Guardian’s Reason No. 4 
would apply in this case.

Procrastinating for the right reasons may actually be beneficial, but yard work is not one of them 
(Continued from Page 1)
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