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By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The compact car was displayed 
in the middle of the mall in a 
neighboring county, and I stopped 
to look at it, as I always do. If they 
go to the effort of putting a car 
inside the mall, I’m going to take 
some time to examine it.

I’d like to 
get into one 
of these cars 
and drive it 
around the 
mall just for 
kicks. I’d park 
it in front of 
the store, 
shop some, 

and then drive to the next store. 
Then drive to the movies on the 
other side.

But they have them locked up, 
so, I just look at them and read 
the sticker on the window.

They were Fiats, a small car re-
introduced in 2009 after leaving 
the U.S. market  in 1983.

I don’t have anything against 
small cars, except that they are 
not as safe as larger cars. I drove 

RAMBLINGS
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          Drivers
Local, Sign-On Bonus for 

Houston (77041) Touch-Freight 
Openings! Excellent Pay! Full 
Comprehensive Benefits! CDL-
A, 1 yr Experience. Call Penske 
Logistics: 855-673-2305

HURT MY FEELINGS, WILL YOU?! A woman got very upset that her 
boyfriend went to a barbecue without her, so she trashed her motel room 
in Delhi, Ontario, and cut herself, then claimed that he and a relative did it. 
It didn’t work. Since he was at the barbecue, the boyfriend had an ironclad 
alibi.

WHAT GAVE ME AWAY, OFFICER? A 50-year-old man, who was 
wearing a T-shirt that said, “Seriously, I have drugs,” was arrested in 
Hudson, Fla., for possession of drugs.

AND THAT’S WHY WE’RE OUT OF HERE, SIR: A man was arrested 
for drunk driving on New Year’s Eve in Vineland, N.J., after he told the 
police officer that “everyone drives drunk” on New Year’s Eve.

MAN, THEY SURE TAKE SHOPLIFTING VERY SERIOUSLY HERE! 
A man shoplifted $170 worth of goods from a store in Monroe, Mich., then 
went outside and boarded a bus. Sheriff’s deputies happened to be train-
ing in a police helicopter overhead, and sprang into action. It ended with 
the merchandise recovered and the suspect arrested.

TAKING IT OUT FOR A TEST DRIVE: A couple was arrested for 
having an amorous relationship on top of a car in the parking lot of an 
auto dealership in West Palm Beach, Fla.

SO WE HAVE A PRETTY GOOD IDEA OF WHO WE’RE LOOK-
ING FOR: A man stole a woman’s smart phone in Virginia Beach, Va., 
and made the mistake of using it to take a photo of himself, which was 
automatically uploaded to the victim’s iCloud account. She has turned the 
picture over to police.

YOU CAN’T DO THAT! I HAVE SENIORITY! An engineer at the Cen-
tral Public Works Department in New Delhi, India, took advantage of that 
country’s very liberal labor laws, which allow government workers to take 
extended leave from their jobs. But officials said he pushed things a little 
too far, as he did not show up for work for 24 years. He was finally fired.

IT LOOKS LIKE THE BIG HOUSE FOR YOU, ROCKY: A judge ruled 
that a man’s pet bobcat will be put in the zoo after the animal repeatedly 
escaped from its owner’s home in Stafford Township, N.J.

PLUS IT MADE ME SEEM COOL: A man equipped his van with emer-
gency lights and tried to pull someone over in Hernando County, Fla., 
while impersonating a police officer. The real police, who caught up with 
him, found police gear and badges in his vehicle. He told them that he got 
the equipment so that “no one would mess with him.”

IS IT ME, OR IS IT KIND OF CHILLY? A 22-year-old woman led police 
on a chase in Fife, Wash., after driving the wrong way on Highway 509, 
swerving in and out of traffic and running a red light. When police pulled 
her over, they discovered that she wasn’t wearing anything on half of her 
body and only an undergarment on the other half. A judge confined her to 
her home and to wear an electronic ankle bracelet.

Brazoria County Library “Food 
for Fines” benefits pantries

The recent “Food for Fines” program of the Brazoria County Library 
System raised 3,303 pounds of food for partner community food pantries 
throughout Brazoria County. 

The effort, which went from Feb. 11 to Mar. 11, waived $1 from a patron’s 
outstanding balance for each nonperishable item donated, up to a maximum 
of $10 per library account, on one visit. The total amount waived came to 
$2,521.54.

The food collected was distributed to Alvin Food Pantry in Alvin, Com-
munity Food Pantry in Angleton, Brazosport Cares in Freeport, Grace United 
Methodist Church Food Pantry in Manvel, Pearland Neighborhood Center 
in Pearland, West Brazos Cares in Sweeny, and A Place of Grace in West 
Columbia.

How to create an online Social Security account and track contributions, benefits
Sign up for a free, online my 

Social Security account. You can 
do it from home, which means 
less time waiting in line, and 
more time doing the things you 

want to do together.
Signing up for a my Social 

Security account will give you 
the tools you need to stay on 
top of your future Social Secu-
rity benefits. When you sign 
up at www.socialsecurity.gov/

myaccount, you can do a number 
of things. First and foremost, you 
can plan for your retirement.

You can never start planning 
for retirement too early. If you 
are not ready yet,  or are already 
retired, you can view her Social 

Security Statement, verify your 
earnings records, and find out 
what benefits you can expect to 
receive at age 62, your full retire-
ment age, or at age 70.

Are you thinking of retiring at 
a different age? It’s easy to get 
instant, personalized benefit esti-
mates, too. Just go to the Retire-
ment Estimator, where you can 
plug in different scenarios to find 
out how much you can expect in 
Social Security benefits. 

You can also plug in differ-
ent future wage amounts to see 
how her future benefits can be 
affected by when you retiree 
and how much you contribute. 
Visit the Retirement Estima-
tor at www.socialsecurity.gov/
estimator.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Mapheads
Q.  Who are the world’s “map-

heads”?  Hey, you may actually be 
one of them.

A.  These are people passion-
ate about maps or cartography 
(from “carto” for “maps”), says Paul 
McFedries in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine.  For example, “citizen 
cartography” involves mapmak-
ing by nonprofessionals.  As one 
“cartophiliac” (maplover) put it, “It’s 
never enough just to be at a place 
-- anyone can do that.  The trick is 
to know where you are.”

Hobbyist “geonerds” combine 
their passion for maps with their 
love of landscapes into the popu-
lar new “geocaching,” a kind of 
scavenger hunt where participants 
are given the geographical coordi-
nates of a cache of items and use 
their GPS gadgetry to find it.  In 
the same vein are “megacachers,” 
“power cachers,” “extreme cachers” 
(who take only the most dangerous 
geotrails) and “puzzle cachers” (who 
must solve a riddle to find a desired 
location).  

Why all this newfound “geojoy”?  
“Perhaps it’s because maps are a 
built-in feature of our brains,” used 
to construct mental representa-
tions of the real world.  For some, 
letting GPS devices do all the work 

weakens our cognitive map-making 
ability and our sense of truly 
experiencing a place.  As McFedries 
concludes:  “My own belief is that 
these devices can, if used in the 
right spirit, make us more likely to 
get lost and to experience where we 
are.  We just have to remember to 
put our phones away and wander.”

Number nine...
Q.  Consider the number 

0.99999....  Does it equal a number 
very close to one, or does it go 
on forever and therefore actually 
equal one?  Many people are not 
convinced that it equals one.  How 
might you prove that it does?

A.  Start by supposing that x = 
.99999..., says Ian Stewart in “Pro-
fessor Stewart’s Incredible Num-
bers.”  Next, multiply both sides of 
the equation by 10, which yields 10x 
= 9.9999....  This means that 10x = 
9 + x.  Now, subtracting x from both 
sides of the equation gives you 9x = 
9, and further dividing both sides by 
9 yields x = 1.  Thus, infinity aside, 
.99999... = 1.  Incredible indeed, 
Professor Stewart!

Raindrop speed
Q.  So what if large numbers of 

raindrops are “breaking the speed 
limit”?

A.  In breaking the speed limit, 
drops fall faster than presumed 
terminal velocity -- up to 1.3 times 
as fast, says atmospheric physi-
cist Michael Larsen of the College 
of Charleston, as reported by 
Thomas Sumner in “Science News” 
magazine.  As skydivers well know, 
“terminal velocity” is the speed at 
which air resistance cancels out 
gravitational pull.  As for falling 
raindrops, the air pushes back 
harder and harder until the forces 
balance out and the drops thereafter 
fall no faster.  “Larger raindrops 
with diameters more than about 0.5 
millimeters reach terminal speeds of 
several meters per second.  Smaller 
drops are limited to velocities under 
a meter per second.”

Only recently did scientists detect 
many tiny drops falling seem-
ingly too fast and thus throwing off 
meteorologists’ estimates of drop 
sizes and total rainwater volume 
of storms.  In studying this issue, 
Larsen and colleagues assembled 
22 instruments that every second 
snapped more than 55,000 images 
of falling raindrops and monitored 
six major rainstorms for a total of 
more than 23 million drops.  The 
results showed some 30% of the 
smaller ones falling faster than 
predicted.  Why?  Perhaps because 
larger raindrops shatter as they fall 
or break up from midair collisions, 
with the newly formed smaller drop-
lets  continuing to move -- at least 
initially -- at the larger drops’ higher 
speeds.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)



Page 4  THE BULLETIN     April 7, 2015     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

BC summer, fall registration schedule
Brazosport College students with at least 45 credits can begin regis-

tering on April 6, followed by students with at least 30 hours on April 13. 
Students with at least 15 credits can begin registering on April 23.

Open registration for all students begins on April 27.
To register online, students can use Brazosport College’s registration 

system, myBC, which can be found at www.brazosport.edu/mybc.
Onsite registration is also available at the college during normal work-

ing hours. The same as registering online, students can only register 
onsite on specific dates depending on credits earned. Open onsite regis-
tration starts April 27.

New students are not immediately eligible for online registration, but 
can start the registration process by applying at www.ApplyTexas.org. 
After the application process is completed, a college representative will 
contact prospective students with more information.

For more information, visit www.brazosport.edu/register, or call the 
college’s main switchboard at (979) 230-3000.

Texas Unemployment Rate falls to 4.3% in February
AUSTIN –Fueled by an impres-

sive expansion in the Trade, 
Transportation and Utilities industry, 
Texas saw continued seasonally 
adjusted job growth in February. 
The Trade, Transportation and Utili-
ties industry saw its largest monthly 
increase in more than 20 years 
with the addition of 16,300 jobs. 
The state experienced a net gain of 
7,100 nonagricultural jobs in Febru-
ary with 357,300 positions added 
over the year.

“We are pleased that Texas 
employers continue to create 
opportunities,” said Texas Work-
force Commission (TWC) Chairman 
Andres Alcantar. “Our state offers 
many competitive advantages to 
employers who choose to do busi-
ness in Texas, including a highly 
skilled workforce.”

Texas’ seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate fell to 4.3 percent in 

February, down from 4.4 percent 
in January. Texas continues to 
maintain an unemployment rate well 
below the U.S. national unemploy-
ment rate which now stands at 5.5 
percent.

“The continued decline in our 
state’s unemployment rate is 
encouraging,” said TWC Commis-
sioner Representing Labor Ronny 
Congleton. “The Texas workforce 
is strong, and employers know 
that they will find skilled workers 
to match their hiring needs in our 
state.”

Five of 11 major industries added 
jobs in February. The Leisure and 
Hospitality industry added an esti-
mated 9,700 positions in February 
and grew by 55,500 positions over 
the year, for an annual growth rate 
of 4.8 percent. Texas employers 
also added jobs in Construction, 
Other Services and Financial Activi-
ties, which increased by a combined 
total of 2,800 jobs.

“Private-sector employers added 
9,700 jobs in Texas in February,” 
said TWC Commissioner Hope 
Andrade.
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ACC to Host GCIC Jazz Festival April 11
Alvin Community College will host this year’s Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 

Consortium Jazz Festival on Saturday, April 11.
The GCIC Jazz festival will feature jazz ensembles from community col-

leges in the greater Houston area.  This year’s festival will feature bands 
from ACC, Brazosport College, College of the Mainland, Lee College and 
San Jacinto College- South.

Each band will perform a 30-minute set for the audience as well as noted 
jazz adjudicators from the Houston area. This year’s adjudicators include 
saxophonist and educator Kelly Dean, and Bass trombonist and educator 
Bobby Guess.

Kelly Dean and a rhythm section will also present a jazz clinic at noon for 
all in attendance.

“The GCIC Jazz Festival is a great day of music that happens every year, 
and we are fortunate to host it a ACC this year,” says ACC Band Director 
David Griffith. “There are a variety of groups that perform, from  college 
student ‘combos’ to ‘Big Bands’ that are comprised of college and community 
members. The audiences are always blown away at the talent exhibited by 
the performers in the groups.”  

The GCIC Jazz Festival will take place in the college theatre.  All events  
are free of charge and open to the public.

Bands begin playing at 9 a.m. and will continue until 2:30 p.m.
For a schedule of bands, or more information, contact David Griffith at 

(281) 756-3588 or email dgriffith@alvincollege.edu.

Brazoria Lions Club wants to send children with disabilities to camp this summer in the Hill Country
The Brazoria Lions Club is 

actively seeking candidates (chil-
dren between the ages of seven 
and sixteen who have a qualifying 
disability) to sponsor for Texas Lions 
Camp, a summer camping facility 
dedicated to serving children from 
the state of Texas with physical dis-
abilities and type 1 diabetes. 

To participate in the program, 
prospective campers with type 1 
diabetes must be between the ages 
of eight and fifteen; and Down Syn-
drome between 12 to 16 years old.

The Lions of Texas conceived and 
chartered the Texas Lions Camp 

in 1949 in response to the polio 
epidemic that swept the country and 
negatively impacted the lives of so 
many children. 

That commitment to seeing that 
no child faces life’s challenges 
alone provided the inspiration to 
structure a camp that built camp-
ers’ self-esteem and renewed 
families through summer camping 
programs.

Texas Lions camp took four 
years of planning and building, 
opening its doors in 1953. It 
was dedicated “to the perpetual 
use and enjoyment of physically 

disabled children in Texas”. Since 
then, the camp has evolved to 
include children who have all 
manner and types of disabilities, 
diabetes and cancer.

Texas Lions Camp is a non 
–profit organization funded by the 
Lions Clubs of Texas and other 
caring individuals.

 All children attend the camp at 
no cost to them or their families.

 It is located on over 500 acres 
in the Texas Hill Country outside 
Kerrville, Texas. It offers children 
with disabilities a true summer 
camp experience, giving them 
a chance to try new activities 
and create friendships that last a 
lifetime. 

They develop greater self-
esteem and independence as 
they participate in the some of the 
following activities and adventures: 
swimming, photography, music, 

pedal boating, canoeing, golf, 
arts and crafts, ceramics, radio, 
basketball, horsemanship, archery, 
theater, nature studies, painting, 
petting zoo, all-camp dance, over-
night campout, fishing, high and 
low ropes challenge course.

 The sessions are catered to the 
campers’ disabilities.

Summer 2015 Sessions are as 
follows:

Regular Sessions:
1.    Session 1:  June 7 – 13 

(ages 7-16)
2.    Session 2:  June 14 – 20 

(ages 7-16)
3.    Session 3:  June 21 – 27 

(ages 7-16)
4.    Session 4: June 28- July 4 

(ages 7-16)
5.    Session 5: July 5-11  *Con-

current
Specialty Camps:
1.    Camp Neuron: July 5-11  

*Concurrent
2.    Session 6 – Camp David: 

July 12 – 18 *Concurrent
3.    Down Syndrome: July 12 

– 18  *Concurrent
4.    Session 7 –Camp Discov-

ery: July 19-25
Camps for Type 1 Diabetes:
1.    Session 8 – Diabetic 1: July 

26 – August 1 (ages 8-15)
2.    Session 9 – Diabetic 2: 

August 2 – 8 (ages 8-15)
The Brazoria Lions Club spon-

sors a number of campers to Texas 
Lions Camp each year and are 
beginning their search for appro-
priate children to sponsor for the 
2015 sessions.

 If you have a child who meets 
the criteria and would like to attend 
camp, or you know of a child who 
would benefit from this summer 
camp, please contact the Brazoria 
Lions at: (979) 798-4444
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Did you know?

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 6: ON THIS DATE in 1909, 
Robert E. Peary and Matthew A. 
Henson became the first explorers 
to reach the North Pole. In 1917, 
Congress approved a declaration 
of war against Germany.

April 7: ON THIS DATE in A.D. 
30, Bible scholars estimate this 
is the day of Jesus’ Crucifixion at 
the hands of Roman troops in Jeru-
salem. In 1933, Prohibition ended 
in the United States as the 21st 
Amendment to the Constitution 
took effect.

April 8: ON THIS DATE in 1513, 
Spanish explorer Ponce de Leon 
discovered Florida for Spain. In 
1974, Hank Aaron broke Babe 
Ruth’s career record for home runs 
by hitting his 715th.

April 9: ON THIS DATE in 
1865, Confederate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee and more than 26,000 troops 
surrendered to Union forces led by 
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant at Appomat-
tox, Va. In 1953, “TV Guide” was 
first published.

April 10: ON THIS DATE 
in 1925, the novel “The Great 

Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald was 
published. In 1963, the nuclear-
powered submarine USS Thresher 
sank off Cape Cod, Mass., in a 
disaster that claimed 129 lives.

April 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1814, Napoleon Bonaparte abdi-
cated as emperor of France and 
was banished to the island of Elba. 
In 1968, President Lyndon Johnson 
signed into law the Civil Rights Act 
of 1968, a week after the assassi-
nation of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

April 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1861, the U.S. Civil War began as 
Confederate forces fired on Union 
troops at Fort Sumter in South 
Carolina. In 1945, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt died of a brain 
hemorrhage in Warm Springs, Ga. 
He was 63.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1940, the image 
of education pioneer Booker T. 
Washington appeared on a U.S. 
postage stamp, the first black 
American to be so recognized.

This week’s question: In 1861, 
Robert E. Lee resigned his com-
mission in what army?

•  April 9 marks the 150th anniver-
sary of Lee’s surrender, which for 
all intents and purposes ended the 
American Civil War.

Retired county teachers to meet April 10
Brazoria County Retired Teachers Association will meet on Friday, April 10, 

11:15 a.m., at Bethel Presbyterian Church in East Columbia.  The program 
will be “Take a Trip,” and members are sharing travel experiences and tips.  
For more information or to make a reservation, contact Becky Gaconnet at 
(979) 345-5060.

From a medieval text, weapon against superbug emerges
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

At the University of Notting-
ham in Britain, researchers have 
rediscovered an ancient medici-
nal elixir that appears to fight a 
very modern scourge: a deadly 
drug-resistant bacterial infection 
rampant in hospitals.

The discovery melds medi-
eval potion-making with modern 
pharmacology. In its crosshairs: 
Methicillin-resistant Staphylococ-
cus aureus, better known as 
MRSA.

Let’s imagine that during a 
nighttime escape through Sher-
wood Forest, an early archetype 
for the legendary figure Robin 
Hood scratched his cornea on 
a branch and developed an eye 
infection. In nearby Nottingham, 
he might well have consulted an 

herbalist, who would fetch a brass 
vessel, brew a remedy of bile from 
a cow’s stomach and Allium — a 
plant from the garlic family — and 
create an unguent to treat the 
patient’s inflamed eye.

Until recently, the recipe for that 
medieval remedy lay unnoticed in 
the brittle pages of a 1,000-year-
old text — titled “Bald’s Leech-
book” — shelved in the library of 
the University of Nottingham’s 
Institute for Medieval Research.

Leafing through that folio, 
Viking studies professor Christina 
Lee wondered what its ancient 
recipes revealed about the state 
of medieval medical knowledge, 
and whether and how, a millen-
nium before the germ theory of 

disease was understood, healers 
and herbalists had guessed right 
in choosing their treatments.

Lee translated the recipe for 
the eye salve from the original 
Old English recipe in “Bald’s 
Leechbook,” and enlisted chem-
ists at her university’s Center for 
Biomolecular Sciences to recreate 
the unguent and test its effect.

Lee’s request came at a crucial 
time. With a paucity of new 
antimicrobial medications in the 
development pipeline, Nottingham 
microbiologist Freya Harrison was 
looking for inspiration. Lee’s idea 
might allow her team to reach 
deep into the past in search of 
undiscovered or underappreciated 
antimicrobial agents.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 7, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

Cars powered by clean-burning hydrogen fuel cells may start being manufacured by 2018
A decade ago cars powered by 

fuel cells seemed like the future 
of green automotive travel, but 
many analysts now think other-
wise.

These futuristic cars run on 
hydrogen fuel and emit only heat 
and water vapor. Their engines 
mix hydrogen, stored on-board 
in fuel tanks much like gas tanks, 
with oxygen in the air to produce 
electricity that powers the drive 
train.

Environmentalists love the idea 
of fuel cell cars given their lack 
of greenhousegas emissions and 
reliance on a renewable fuel that 
can be produced domestically.

Despite these benefits, fuel 
cell cars have not caught on and 
skeptics wonder if they ever will. 
One big hurdle is that creating 
hydrogen fuel turns out to be 
highly inefficient compared to 
other readily available fuels.

According to Richard Gilbert, 
co-author of “Transport Revolu-
tions: Moving People and Freight 
Without Oil,” the creation of 
hydrogen gas uses about half 
the energy it creates. Half of this 
resulting energy then goes to the 
conversion of hydrogen back into 
electricity within fuel cells.

The result is that “only a quar-
ter of the initially available energy 
reaches the electric motor.”

In fact, hydrogen fuel cell vehi-
cles’ efficiency varies between 
18 and 20 percent, while battery 
electric vehicles have 77-80 
percent efficiency.

Not only are fuel cells less 
efficient than internal combustion 

engines, their implementation on 
a wide scale would create enor-
mous infrastructure costs. New 
infrastructure would be required 
from “wells to wheels.”

Also, fuel cell motors wear out 
five times faster than internal 
combustion engines, thereby 
resulting in a shorter car life and 
more maintenance.

Hydrogen’s small size and 
extreme reactivity results in brittle 
metal and engines prone to leak-
ing, which reduces both environ-
mental and practical benefits.

But many still consider fuel cell 
cars a viable option.

“Hydrogen is the key to sus-
tainable transportation because 
it can be produced in virtually 
unlimited quantities from renew-
able resources and because its 
use is nearly pollution-free,” says 
the non-profit INFORM.

A significant financial com-
mitment to hydrogen research, 
says the group, could result in 
a variety of vehicles fueled by 
hydrogen that perform as well 
or better than gasoline vehicles,  
with a fraction of the environmen-
tal impact.

INFORM adds that transi-
tioning to hydrogen could be 
achieved without new federal dol-
lars if we reallocate funds within 
the national energy program from 
nuclear and fossil fuels.

“The opportunities for innova-
tion and economic growth in 
hydrogen energy are largely 
untapped, and many nations 
are working to establish an early 
position in this fledgling field.”

According to INFORM, Ger-
many and Japan are far ahead 
of the U.S. in hydrogen develop-
ment. The group would like to 
see U.S. policymakers encour-
age more development of fuel 

cells so we have options open in 
a fast-transitioning energy future.

Meanwhile, sales of battery 
electric and hybrid vehicles con-
tinue to soar, rising 228 percent 
in 2013 alone. There are cur-

rently no new fuel cell vehicles 
for sale at American auto dealers, 
although Honda has hinted that 
it could have its FCX fuel cell 
engine ready for the mass market 
by 2018.

Fuel Cell cars have not caught on because creating hydrogen has 
turned out to be highly inefficient compared to other readily available 
fuels and would also require an enormous and costly infrastructure. 
Pictured: A demonstration Honda FCX Clarity produced in 2008. (JMR 
Photography)
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A defensive driving class allows you to get rid of a ticket without getting points on your license
So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you take 

a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid of 
a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that will 
decrease the liability portion of your car 
insurance by 10 percent for the next 
three years. Plus, there will not be any 
points attached to your license.

A defensive driving class like Stand-

Up Defensive Driving at Brazos Mall 
in Lake Jackson,  makes you a better, 
more careful and considerate driver. By 
keeping your attention through comedy 
and integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course that 
refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws of 
physics control what happens to you in 
a car crash, and how you can use these 
laws to avoid the crash altogether.

If you become a safer driver, chances 
are that you will be able to steer around 
accidents or stop your car safely before 

crashing. If you can do that by following 
a few defensive driving pointers, you will 
not file an insurance claim because you 
will not crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward for 
choosing defensive driving rather than 
paying the ticket. Once you complete 
the course and receive your certificate, 
the ticket does not count. You also will 
not be allotted 2 points on your license 
for a moving violation or 3 points for a 
crash.

By law, you can take defensive driving 
once every 12 months to dismiss a 

ticket.  However, once you complete a 
Stand-Up Defensive driving course, we 
hope that we won’t see you for another 
three years, when renewing your insur-
ance discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 

Autonomous vehicles will alter 
cityscapes as cars become smarter
By Greg Gardner
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

DETROIT — Imagine acres of parking decks converted to parks. Pic-
ture a ride-sharing app that summons a car with no driver. Envision many 
fewer fatal traffic accidents.

Self-driving dump trucks and tractors are already here, but autono-
mous vehicles for individuals won’t be a common site on our roadways 
until about 2023, according to a report by consulting firm McKinsey 
released resently in Geneva, Switzerland.

“Autonomous Driving — 10 Ways in Which Autonomous Vehicles 
Could Reshape Our Lives,” raises provocative scenarios of how they will 
disrupt our current transportation landscape.

Hans-Werner Kaas, head of McKinsey’s automotive practice in Detroit, 
led the study which is continuing and reflects data and interviews from 
about 30 people from automakers, suppliers and technology companies 
that are investing large sums in self-driving cars.

“Autonomous vehicles will have a gradual step-by-step adoption,” Kaas 
said in an interview. “First, there will be pay-per-usage models. These 
vehicles will be alternatives to cars. They will make mobility available in 
smaller incremental units.”

Mining giant Rio Tinto operates a fleet of 53 driver-less dump trucks at 
an iron ore mine in western Australia. John Deere produces autonomous 
tractors and lawn mowers.

“These are defined environments where you have defined routes,” 
Kaas said. “You can control interactions with a known number of other 
vehicles.”

The first places we will see smaller autonomous vehicles likely will be 
in the growing networks of ride-sharing and car-sharing ventures such 
as Uber, Lyft and ZipCar. McKinsey’s research shows that the number of 
people who are members of such services has quadrupled worldwide to 
4 million over the last four years.

Rather than go to pick up a ZipCar or hail an Uber driver through one’s 
smartphone, the vehicle could be dispatched without a driver from a 
central location.

“Higher automation can enable that, but a truly driverless vehicle that 
can show up at someone’s doorstep is probably a ways off,” said John 
Maddox, assistant director of the University of Michigan’s Mobility Trans-
formation Center. “But it’s not a matter of if, it’s a matter of when.”

The McKinsey report forecasts that companies that insure, repair and 
service cars and trucks will undergo drastic changes from the main-
streaming of driver-less vehicles. For example, body shops could see 
a decline in work as driver-less cars gradually reduce the frequency of 
accidents. But increased complexity and software coding will require 
much more technical training for service technicians.

“Insurance companies might need to radically shift the risk they cover 
from human error to technical failures,” the report states.

All this change will take the next two decades to unfold. When it does, 
Kaas said, a significant portion of the 50 minutes an average commuter 
spends in traffic each day could be used to work, relax and be enter-
tained.

But here’s the most provocative change. Major cities won’t need as 
many large parking decks. McKinsey estimates that by 2050 up to 5.7 
billion square meters of parking space could be converted to other uses. 
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Lauren Smith and Hugh Leidlein recently won the female and male 
divisions of the Gator Gallop fun run at Brazosport College. Smith 
completed the 5K race in 17:09 to snare first place overall, followed by 
Leidlein in a time of 18:46. Overall third-place finisher Clint Stroud won 
the 20-29 category, followed by masters winner Leno Rios. Pictured 
are, from left, Rios, Smith, Stroud and Leidlein. In addition to a BASF-
sponsored Kid’s Run, the Gator Gallop also had a competitive 1-mile 
race, with Rios claiming the top spot.

Smith, Leidlein race to victories at 
annual Gator Gallop fun run

Can money buy your kids a bigger brain?
By Geoffrey Mohan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Research has shown that a person’s position in the economic pecking 
order can have a lasting effect on cognitive development. But can it also 
affect the size and shape of the brain?

A new study suggests that a family’s socioeconomic status correlates with 
the surface area of children’s brains, regardless of genetic ancestry, race 
and other factors.

Not only does mom and dad’s salary appear to account for variability in 
surface area of children’s brains, but a small raise for those on the low- or 
middle-income scale seems to have a disproportionately bigger effect on 
children’s brain size and scores on cognitive tests, according to the study, 
published online in the journal Nature Neuroscience. 

“We’ve known for a long time that cognitive development, school per-
formance and productivity in adult life can be impacted by socioeconomic 
status, but now we’re actually seeing it in the brain,” said Elizabeth Sowell, a 
developmental neuroscientist at the Saban Research Institute at Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles, and lead investigator of the study. 

Still, exactly how parental income might determine brain development is 
uncertain — many factors come along with income, and each may turn out to 
have a role.

“Money can buy better education, homes in areas further away from 
freeways; It can buy guitar lessons. It can buy after-school programs; it can 
buy better health care, better nutrition,” Sowell said. “It’s all of those things 
that money can buy that lead to more enriched experiences for children in 
wealthier families.”

Those experiences physically reshape the brain over time. Researchers 
were particularly interested in changes in surface area, which have been 
associated with the way the brain improves connectivity through a process 
somewhat analogous to adding insulation to wiring. 

They used a pediatric database that includes brain images, genotypes, 
cognitive tests and developmental history for more than 1,000 young people, 
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TPW decides to close 2016 turkey 
hunting season in Brazoria County

AUSTIN – The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission at its recent public 
hearing approved closing spring eastern turkey hunting in 11 East Texas 
counties effective next year, while restructuring the season in two other 
counties.

Hunting season for eastern turkey will be closed in 2016 in Angelina, 
Brazoria, Camp, Fort Bend, Franklin, Harrison, Hopkins, Morris, Titus, 
Trinity, and Wood counties and on National Forest lands in Jasper County. 
While closed, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department wildlife biologists will 
evaluate the prospects for future eastern turkey restoration compatibility 
and restocking efforts. The department’s goal is to reopen hunting should 
the eastern turkey populations in the affected counties become capable of 
sustaining harvest.

TPWD is also restructuring the existing spring turkey hunting season in 
Wharton and Matagorda counties. The new regulations, which take effect 
for the 2016 season, will continue to allow for a 30-day spring only, one 
gobbler season and eliminate mandatory harvest reporting.

To expand hunting opportunity for youth and reduce regulatory complex-
ity, the Commission also adopted a 14-day extension of the late youth-only 
season in counties having an open Rio Grande fall turkey season, to run 
concurrent with the late youth-only season for white-tailed deer.

a Fiat in Europe a few years ago, 
and it was really nice to sit in one of 
my larger cars again after returning 
home.

It was a stick shift, which I liked 
to drive when I was younger. Now, 
I prefer not to do the work that a 
machine, in this case the automatic 
transmission, can do for me. But it 
was less expensive to rent a stick 
shift, so that’s what I got. 

A couple of weeks of shifting 
gears manually was not such a big 
deal, after I got used to it. I hadn’t 
driven a stick for 17 years prior. 
Driving a stick is like riding a bicycle. 
You only have to learn it once.

The Fiats at the mall were about 
the same size as what I rented. 
That’s why I started reading the 
car’s specs.

One model was EPA rated at 28 
MPG city, 35 MPG highway. That 
seemed a little on the low side, I told 
my wife, who was standing some-
what patiently next to me and didn’t 
really care much about the cars or 
the sticker information. The other 
model was rated at 27/33.

I figured out the highway mileage 
on my Impala one year as we drove 
to Wichita Falls, where my son was 
stationed in the Air Force while 
completing technical school. Mind 
you, this is not an EPA rating, but 
actual real world calculation. The 
EPA ratings tend to be under differ-
ent conditions and inflated.

Straight highway, I got 34 MPG, 
and combined, in the high 20s in the 
Impala. That’s not bad for a fairly big 
car with a 6-cylinder engine.

Now, if I can get the same MPG 
from my Impala, why would I buy 

a tiny car with a lot less room and 
power? Fiats are nice, but they are 
really designed for Europeans, who 
drive stripped-down cars that get 
better mileage than the ones they 
export to the U.S.

The automatic transmission, A/C, 
power windows and seats, and 
whatever other extras we like in our 
cars, drag the MPG down.

I don’t know what my rented Fiat’s 
MPG was, but it seemed a lot lighter 
than an ordinary small car here. 
One time I looked at the front fender 
too long and put a dent in it.

No I didn’t. That was a joke. 
But it felt like being in a tin can. 
Gas in Europe is sold in liters, so I 
constantly had to convert to gallons 
to see what I was paying. After a 
while I stopped and just accepted 
the fact that I was getting ripped off. 
After that trip, I stopped complaining 
about the price of gas here.

One time, I squeezed 5 family 
members into that rented Fiat, and 
drove it down a cobblestone street. I 
drove very slowly.

If I am going to drive a match-
box-sized car, I want more than 33 
MPG on the highway. The Mercedes 
Smart Car is EPA rated at 45. That’s 
a little better.

But the Ford Focus is rated at 40. 
I rented one of those in Colorado, 
and was impressed by the room 
inside and its power. It’s a nice small 
car, with four doors and a trunk. The 
Smart Car has only two seats and a 
very tiny trunk area.

An acquaintance who bought 
the Smart Car told me that it really 
gets only around 38 MPG on the 
highway. But, he bought one with all 
the extras.

So forget the EPA numbers. If you 
don’t have a little computer gadget 
that flashes the instant and average 
MPG at you, here is how you can 
figure it out.

Fill up the car with gas, and write 
down the mileage. Use up most of 
the gas in the tank, then fill it up 
again. Write down the ending mile-
age and the number of gallons you 
bought on the second fill up.

Subtract the beginning mile-
age from the ending mileage, and 
divide the sum by the gallons. For 
example, if you drove the car 200 
miles, and put 10 gallons of gas in it 
on the second fill up, you are getting 
20 MPG.

Math lesson over. If you want 
to play a prank on someone who 
is doing this, in the middle of his 
fill-ups, sneak a couple of gallons 
of gas into the tank and watch his 
eyes light up when he crunches the 
numbers.

So, if the Smart Car only gets 38 
highway miles per gallon and I am 
getting 34 in the Impala, why would 
I want to drive a car that is a lot 
smaller? I can’t see myself driving 
a Smart Car to Wichita Falls. I have 
these visions that halfway there, it 
would just melt into the road.

The Smart Car is well-built, but it 
is not smart. It can’t even drive itself. 
Those cars are a few years off.

I almost bought one for my 
daughter,  because at the outset, 
she had trouble parallel parking. In 
a smart car, you don’t have to worry 
about that. Just get out and push it 
into the space.

I did like those Fiats in the mall. I 
just wanted to pick them up and hug 
them. You little cars are so cute.

(Continued from Page 1)

In exhange for driving a tin box, I want great gas mileage

By Saba Hamedy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Want to take a selfie at Coachella 
or Lollapalooza this year? Go for it 
— but just make sure to ditch the 
selfie stick.

Both music festivals have 
updated their online FAQ pages 
to reflect policies that prohibit the 
camera-mount stick that extends the 
selfie range of your smartphone.

Coachella listed selfie sticks 
and “narsisstics” among banned 
items, which also include flags, hula 
hoops, laser pointers, drones and 
Sharpies. The festival is scheduled 

Music fests keep ‘selfies’ at arm’s length, bans camera sticks
for April 10-12 and April 17-19.

Lollapalooza’s slightly shorter 
banned items list also includes the 
stick and GoPro attachments like 
sticks and monopods. The Chicago 
music festival takes place July 31-
Aug. 2 at Grant Park.

The festivals are following 
museums such as the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City 
and the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn 
Museum and Sculpture Gardens in 
Washington, D.C., which already 
have selfie stick rules in place.

On Sunday, concertgoers took 
to Twitter to express their outrage 

— or joy — over the ban.
KROQ DJ Kat Corbett tweeted, 

“Selfie sticks banned @coachella 
... you just might have to watch the 
bands.” Wrote another Twitter user: 
“Now the rest of the world plz.”

Did you know?
• It’s possible to be addicted to 

chocolate.
• Crows have 250 different warn-

ing calls: including one for cats, one 
for hawks, and another for humans.

• The U.S. army has a robot 
helicopter which they control with an 
Xbox 360 controller.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Brazosport College students 
with at least 45 credits can begin 
registering on April 6, followed by 
students with at least 30 hours on 
April 13. Students with at least 15 
credits can begin registering on 
April 23.

Open registration for all students 
begins on April 27.

To register online, students can 
use Brazosport College’s registra-

tion system, myBC, which can be 
found at www.brazosport.edu/mybc.

Onsite registration is also avail-
able at the college during normal 
working hours. The same as 
registering online, students can only 
register onsite on specific dates 
depending on credits earned. Open 
onsite registration starts April 27.

New students are not imme-
diately eligible for online reg-

istration, but can start the 
registration process by applying 
at www.ApplyTexas.org. After the 
application process is completed, a 
college representative will contact 
prospective students with more 
information.

For more information, visit 
www.brazosport.edu/register or call 
the college’s main switchboard at 
(979) 230-3000.

Brazosport College starts registration for summer, fall

Brazosport College is making 
it even easier to access financial 
resources for college.

During Financial Aid Frenzy 
Week, which runs April 6-10, Finan-
cial Aid representatives will be avail-
able at different locations throughout 
the college to answer questions, 
help in filling out the FAFSA and 
assist in completing one’s file.

While the weeklong event is 
beneficial for students receiving 
financial aid at BC, anyone from the 
community is welcome to ask ques-
tions and seek assistance from BC’s 
financial aid representatives.

“We are committed to provid-
ing financial resources to students 
who would otherwise be unable 
to pursue their educational goals,” 
said Kay Wright, Brazosport College 

Director, Financial Aid & Enrollment 
Services.

Frenzy week begins on Monday, 
April 6, and Tuesday, April 7, when 
representatives will be available in 
the BC Library assisting students 
with the FAFSA. Help will be avail-
able on a come and go basis from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and from 4 to 6 
p.m. No appointments are neces-
sary.

On Wednesday, April 8, and 
Thursday, April 9, financial aid 
representatives will be at different 
locations across the college and 
will be available to answer students’ 
questions about financial aid and 
scholarships.

On April 8, representatives will 
be at Gator Hall from 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. before moving to the Court-

yard Grill from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The day will end with a specialist 
assisting students from 4 to 6 p.m. 
at the Crafts Academy.

On April 9, representatives will 
be in the BC Central Lobby from 8:
30 to 10:30 a.m., followed by the 
Commons from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and the Crafts Academy from 4 to 
6 p.m.

To conclude the week, every-
one’s invited to stop by the financial 
aid office from 9 to 11 a.m. on 
Friday, April 10, to receive assis-
tance completing one’s financial 
aid file.

To learn more about Brazo-
sport College or qualifications 
for receiving scholarships or 
aid, call (979) 230-3000 or visit 
www.brazosport.edu/finaid. 

Financial Aid Frenzy Week provides opportunity to get answers

Zuckerberg unveils Messenger platform at F8 conference
By Queenie Wong
San Jose Mercury News (TNS)

SAN FRANCISCO — Facebook 
allows millions of people to share 
texts, photos, videos and stickers 
through its messaging app, and 
most recently to send money.

There’s more on the way.
Calling it one of the most impor-

tant members in the company’s 
family of apps, Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg unveiled a platform 
Wednesday that will allow develop-
ers to integrate apps into Messen-
ger and an upcoming tool that will 
help make online shopping easier.

Launched in 2011, more than 600 

million people now use Messenger 
every month.

“As Messenger has grown, we 
think this service has the potential 
to help people express themselves 
in new ways, to connect hundreds 
of millions of new people, and to 
become a really important com-
munication tool for the world,” 
Zuckerberg told more than 2,000 
developers at the annual F8 confer-
ence in San Francisco.

That means that Messenger 
users will have access to more than 
40 new apps, allowing them to send 
GIFs, e-cards and other content 
by pushing a “send to messenger 

button.”
The company is also testing a 

feature that allows Messenger users 
to get order confirmations, shipping 
updates and send messages to 
businesses directly if they change 
their mind about the order.

Online shoppers would click on 
a send to messenger button and a 
new thread would then pop up in 
Messenger.

“Helping people communicate 
more naturally with businesses is 
going to improve, I think, almost 
every person’s lives because it’s 
something that everyone does,” 
Zuckerberg said.

Did you know?
• Men are more likely to approach women with tattoos on the beach.
• Eating sugar causes saggy skin, since sugar is attracted to collagen 

proteins.
• Scientists have concluded a tiger would definitely beat a lion in a one on 

one fight.
• Talking on the phone for hours can lead to acne along your jawline and 

cheek.
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By Christine Mai-Duc
Los Angeles Times (TNS)
On the day Gertrude Weaver is said to have been born, the U.S. had 

just won a major victory in the Spanish-American War, and you could see a 
matinee show at the Los Angeles Theater downtown for 25 cents.

On Wednesday, nearly 117 years later, Weaver had her nails painted pink. 
Although the Arkansas native enjoys her regular manicures, this one was 
special: At 116, she’s now believed to be the oldest person in the world.

“We did a little bit extra today,” said Mary Bennett, who is married to 
Weaver’s grandson. “She looks so pretty.”

With the death Wednesday morning of 117-year-old Misao Okawa of 
Osaka, Japan, previously named the world’s oldest living person, the title is 
expected to move now to Weaver and back to U.S. soil, where it will likely 
remain for a while. (The second- and third-oldest people in the world, both 
women, are Jeralean Talley, 115, of Michigan and Susannah Mushatt Jones, 
also 115, of New York.)

The daughter of Arkansas sharecroppers, Weaver moved to Los Angeles 
in the 1950s and lived in California for years before returning to Arkansas in 
the 1970s, Bennett said. Today, she lives in a retirement home in Camden, 
Ark.

“She is just a sweet person, and she always says she has three keys to 
life: loving God, working hard, and loving everybody and treating everyone 
the same,” Bennett said.

Up until last year, she enjoyed “wheelchair dances” at the senior home 
and still today is known to “call the Hogs” — a University of Arkansas tradi-
tion the nursing home staff taught her which involves yelling “woo, pig sooie!” 
and raising her arms.

Robert D. Young, who tracks supercentenarians, or people over the age of 
110, for the Los Angeles-based Gerentology Research Group, said he met 
Weaver last year when he flew to Arkansas to celebrate her birthday and 
present her with a plaque that recognized her as the oldest living American. 
She was, he says, “very sweet.”

“Not everybody is sugar and spice and everything nice at that age,” Young 
told the Los Angeles Times. “A year ago, she was still strong. I was definitely 
impressed.”

Although she has become weaker since July, Bennett says, every Sunday 
Weaver attends church services at the home with her 93-year-old son, Joe 
Weaver, and spends time talking with her family. Joe, the last surviving of her 
four children, turns 94 on Tuesday.

Official records say Weaver was born July 4, 1898, but no one knows for 
sure exactly how old she is, Young says.

Birth records didn’t exist in Arkansas when Weaver was born, he says, 
and census records from 1900 say Weaver was born April 1898. But official 
Social Security records put her birthdate at July 4, 1898. Young says at that 
time, it was common for the Social Security agency to assign a person a 
birthdate if they couldn’t provide a birth certificate — Jan. 1, July 4 and Dec. 
25 were popular choices.

A marriage certificate from 1915 stated only Weaver’s age — 17 years old 
for a June wedding, a stronger case for an April birthday.

“Even then, is it April 1 or April 30? This information is lost in the sand of 
time,” Young says.

When you’re the world’s newest 
oldest person, you get your nails done

McDonalds food chain plans to raise its minimum wage to $10 per hour by end of 2016
By Jessica Wohl
Chicago Tribune (TNS)
CHICAGO — McDonald’s plans 

to raise starting wages by $1 above 
the local minimum at its company-
owned U.S. restaurants and adjust 
pay for existing employees, just 
some of the changes the company 
is announcing after more than two 
years of union-backed protests 
regarding the pay of its workers and 

those across the industry.
The pay increase goes into effect 

on July 1 and will impact more than 
90,000 employees at the company’s 
1,500 company-owned U.S. restau-
rants, according to a guest opinion 
piece from CEO Steve Easterbrook 
appearing in the Chicago Tribune.

McDonald’s is headquartered in 
suburban Chicago.

McDonald’s projected that by 

the end of 2016, the average wage 
rate for McDonald’s employees at 
its company-owned locations would 
exceed $10 an hour. While the fed-
eral minimum wage is $7.25, mini-
mum wages exceed that in certain 
parts of the country. In Chicago, the 
minimum wage is set to rise from 
$8.25 to $10 an hour on July 1.

The company will also give its 
restaurant employees paid personal 

time off to those who have been 
with McDonald’s for at least a year. 
If workers choose not to take their 
earned paid leave, they will receive 
a check for the value of that time.

A third pillar of the new plan is 
offering all restaurant employees, 

those at both company-owned 
and franchised locations, educa-
tion opportunities including college 
tuition assistance.

The moves come one month after 
Easterbrook took the CEO spot at 
McDonald’s.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Be grateful for second chance at life
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve always been a strong 
person, able to do anything I 
wanted to and was almost never 
sick. Then, a few months ago, I 
had a heart attack followed by 
bypass surgery. Now, I’m weak, 
depressed and angry at God. Why 
did He let this happen? - T.H.

A: We don’t always know why 
God lets some things happen to 
us; He sees the whole picture, 
while we seldom do. Sometimes 
we’re even like Jesus’ disciples, 
who “did not understand any of 
this. Its meaning was hidden from 
them” (Luke 18:34). 

But God may have allowed 
this to happen to you for a very 
important reason: to convince you 
that you need God. Elsewhere 
in your letter, you admit you’ve 
always been a strong, self-suf-
ficient person, and as a result 
you’ve never felt any need for God. 

Perhaps you thought God was only 
for weak people, so you didn’t think 
you needed Him. To put it another 
way, your pride has kept you from 
God.

Instead of being angry with God, 
you should be grateful - grateful for 
the years of health He gave you, 
and grateful especially that He has 
now given you a second chance. 
You were on the brink of eternity 
- and God pulled you back and has 
given you another opportunity to 
come to Him. The Bible says God 
“is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

Don’t face the future without God. 
Instead, by a simple prayer of faith 
sincerely ask Christ to come into 
your life. Even if you never regain 
your physical strength, you’ll have 
something far more valuable: the 
spiritual strength to face the future 
with the hope and peace that only 
come from Christ.

Galveston County Community Action Council currently has funds available for:
• Rental Assistance • Water Bills • Continuing Education Courses

Services are provided to families with a documented need as long as the household does 
not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal Poverty 
income guidelines.

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY
Documentation required to apply for assistance
 1) Current ID; 2) Current utility bill, lease; 3) Income for LAST 30 days prior to the date 
of application for ALL household members 18 years and older.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to make an appointment, please contact
     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C100, Galveston, TX               409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Fort Bend County - 902 Frost, Rosenberg, TX                                 281-342-3012
     Wharton County - 213-B North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                  979-543-1561

A crime scene investigator 
took the stand in a murder trial to 
explain her role in an investiga-
tion.

“Did you have an occasion to 
go to a crime scene?” asked a 
prosecutor.

Michaela Quist, the witness, 
said a cup, a knife and a shell 
casing were found at the scene 
of a homicide.

“We bagged them and later on 
we dusted them for fingerprints,” 
Quist said.

Quist is a Criminal Justice stu-
dent at Alvin Community College 
and the basic evidence testimony 
was part of a mock trial with 
the Criminal Justice and Court 
Reporting programs on March 9.

The mock trial gives students 
in both programs a feel for what 
it’s like to work together in a 
courtroom. Criminal Justice 
instructors Craig Fos and Ronny 

Alvin Community College program conducts mock trial
Phillips acted as the prosecutor 
and defense attorney, respectively. 
Court reporting students recorded 
their testimony.

“We enjoy collaboration between 
Court Reporting and Criminal Jus-
tice,” said Court Reporting instruc-
tor Micki Kincaide. “It gives our 
students a chance to participate 
in a trial proceeding. It also allows 
the Court Reporting students to 
explain the Criminal Justice stu-
dents the Court Reporter’s function 
during a trial.”

Before the trial, the Criminal 
Justice students worked a mock 
crime scene by searching, photo-
graphing, and collecting evidence. 
They completed diagrams of the 
scene and processed the evidence 
for fingerprints and then testified 
about it during the mock trial, Fos 
said.

“Court Reporting students add 
an element of realism to the expe-

rience,” he said. “It felt like a real 
courtroom. The court reporting 
students were able to work with 
unscripted testimony that often 
included participants speaking 
too rapidly and even had two 
individuals talking at once.”

In addition to testimony during 
the moot trial, students in both 
programs also practiced admitting 
evidence into the court record. 
Participation in the mock trial is 
an important experience for stu-
dents in both programs because 
they will encounter the same 
scenarios once they are out in the 
workforce, instructors said.

“Some were able to see 
firsthand just how important it 
is to write an accurate report 
being careful to choose the right 
words,” Fos said. “Overall, they 
were able to learn from their own 
testimony and the testimony of 
their fellow students.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Leafhopper relative
7 2002 Man Booker Prize-winning 
novel
15 Oath
16 Show of confidence
17 Evict
18 Accounting concerns
19 Ad infinitum?
21 Having a dark complexion
22 Clipper target

24 “Permit Me Voyage” poet
25 Dish prepared hot and served 
cold
29 Ones, e.g.: Abbr.
31 Fonda’s “My Darling Clementine” 
role
33 Setting for the 2001 film “No 
Man’s Land”
36 Like Singha beer
38 Correction
39 Astronomical scales

40 Tremendous spans
41 Olympic hurdler Jones
42 Inexplicable, in a way
44 Stop wearing down?
46 Fa follower
47 “I don’t care if you __ again”: The 
Cars lyric
48 Coal container
50 Showed grief
52 Mr. Peabody’s boy
55 Conic section
60 Balance sheet items
62 Make less musty
63 Like some decals
64 Easier to see, perhaps
65 It’s not charged
66 Cakewalk

Down
1 Kvetch
2 2011 Best New Artist Grammy 
winner Bon __
3 Parting aid
4 Taps absentee, possibly
5 Renaissance standout
6 Hal Foster’s Queen of the Misty 
Isles
7 Author Yutang
8 Refreshing treats
9 Islamic ruling
10 Put behind bars
11 Sneaker inserts
12 Short-term residence, usually
13 Substance
14 Far from substantial
20 Hummingbird attractors
23 Like some humor
25 Genesis son
26 Genesis city
27 “Song based on a letter,” per 
McCartney
28 Bigoted
30 Ball Park Franks owner
32 2011 ABC show with multiple 
pilots
34 The tallest one is nearly 16,000 
feet high
35 Took off
37 Emerald __
43 Statistical anomaly
45 Building material
49 Nita of early filmdom
51 Backup
52 __ doctor
53 Hopping game?
54 __ Carrot: Crayola color
56 Requiem title word
57 Plant’s stoma, e.g.
58 1956 crisis site
59 French 101 word
61 __-Cat
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
LION  ZEBRA  HYENA  CHEETAH  GAZELLE  ANTEATER
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: AGENT  BOOTH  MORGUE  CANOPY
Answer: What the picnickers thought of the swarming insects -- “GNAT” MUCH

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): It’s 
sweet to be neat. Take pride in your 
possessions and let them shine. Get 
your shoes polished and spiff up 
your wardrobe, too. Material ambi-
tion will be in the air as the week 
unfolds.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A 
passion for peace is your copilot. 
Sometimes it’s best to hand over 
the controls to someone else or del-
egate authority to achieve success. 
Have faith that others will honorably 
keep their end of a bargain in the 
week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The 
words with the most impact are 
often delivered in the quietest voice. 
You won’t need to whisper to get 
your way, but there’s no need to 
shout. Make striking statements 
without sounding strident in the 
week to come.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Each moment gives you a chance 
to develop momentum. As this week 
kicks off, you find you have the 
ability to make wise decisions about 
values, possessions and finances. 
Once you set your ideas into 
motion, they stay in motion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): There’s 
no time like the present. Come to an 
agreement, make crucial decisions, 
or put plans into motion as early in 
the week as possible. You could find 
that people aren’t as cooperative or 
easygoing as usual.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Let’s 
be practical. Leave intricate wheel-
ing and dealing to the pros in the 
week ahead. Ignore brief enthusi-
asms and sudden brainstorms. Your 
best bet is to get in touch with rela-
tives or ask for advice from trusted 
advisors.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Put 
business plans on the back burner. 
Your instincts about the way to 
make money or get ahead could 
be out of kilter. You’ll be better off 
spending time with family members 
or pursuing home-based hobbies in 
the week ahead. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 

Choose when to go fly a kite. Rela-
tionships will be buoyed up by the 
prevailing winds unless you allow 
them to be dragged down by ambi-
tion and materialism. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Do it once, but do it right. Getting 
everything in apple pie order takes 
more time, but ensures you do 
things right the first time. Your will-
ingness to be thorough may mean 
some people could consider you a 
slowpoke in the week ahead. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Take it in all in stride. Your career 
aspirations might conflict with the 
needs of family members or vice 
versa in the week to come. You 
shouldn’t feel that sacrificing one for 
the other is necessary.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Ask and you will receive. If you 
need to apply some elbow grease, 
don’t hesitate to ask someone to 
hand you the can. Ask for advice, 
request cooperation or achieve a 
happy compromise.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The 
most important decisions are often 
delivered in the faintest whisper. 
Keep your ears on full alert as the 
week unfolds.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Will aspirin reduce your cancer risk? Depends on your DNA, study says
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

For most people, a regu-
lar dose of aspirin, Advil, 
Aleve or certain other over-
the-counter painkillers can 
reduce the risk of colorectal 
cancer by about one-third. 
But for some people, these 
same pills make colorectal 
cancer more likely.

Now researchers have fig-
ured out a way to tell these 
two groups apart by looking 
at three specific spots in the 
vast human genome.

After combing through the 
DNA of more than 17,000 
people in four countries, 
the researchers identified 
a few genetic variants that 
appear to influence whether 

drugs like aspirin increase 
or decrease one’s risk of 
colorectal cancer. Their 
findings were published by 
the Journal of the American 
Medical Association.

The study is an example 
of how “big science” can 
untangle the influence of 
genetics and the environ-
ment and show how the two 
interact to cause — or pre-
vent — diseases, according 
to Dr. Richard C. Wender, 
the chief cancer control offi-
cer for the American Cancer 
Society in Atlanta.

“The ability to translate 
genetic profiling into tailored 
preventive care plans for 
individuals is still years 
away,” Wender wrote in an 
editorial that accompanies 
the JAMA report. But the 
analysis gives scientists a 
clearer picture of how to get 
there from here, he added.

Lots of research had 
already linked nonste-
roidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs — the painkillers 
better known as NSAIDs 
— with a reduced risk of the 
colorectal growths that can 
lead to cancer. But doc-
tors aren’t sure why this is, 
and they’ve been reluctant 
to use NSAIDs for cancer 
prevention without a better 
understanding of why the 
drugs seem to work.

So an international group 
of researchers mined data 
from 10 long-term stud-
ies that tracked people 
who were diagnosed with 

colorectal cancer, along 
with healthy volunteers who 
were matched according 
to age, gender and other 
demographic factors. All of 
the volunteers answered 
questions about their use of 
NSAIDs (including aspirin, 
ibuprofen and naproxen) 
and DNA samples to 
researchers.

The human genome 
contains about 3 billion base 
pairs of the DNA letters A 
(adenine), T (thymine), G 
(guanine) and C (cytosine). 
In some places along the 
genome, there are spots 
where some people have 
one particular letter and 
others have another. The 
researchers included about 
2.7 million of these places 
— which are called single 
nucleotide polymorphisms, 
or SNPs — in their analysis.

After crunching a ton 
of data, the researchers 
identified three intriguing 
SNPs. When people had the 
common versions of these 
SNPs, taking the painkill-
ers was associated with a 
34 percent reduced risk of 
colorectal cancer. But when 
people had uncommon ver-
sions of these SNPs, taking 
the drugs offered no benefit 
— or else increased the risk 
of colorectal cancer.

The first of these SNPs is 
known as rs2965667, and it 

sits on chromosome 12. In 
the study, 96 percent of the 
volunteers had two copies of 
“T” at that location. Among 
the 4 percent of people who 
had other combinations of 
letters there, those who took 
aspirin and/or NSAIDs were 
almost twice as likely to be 
diagnosed with colorectal 
cancer compared with those 
who didn’t.

The story was nearly the 
same with a second SNP, 
rs10505806, which is also 
located on chromosome 12. 
In the study, 95 percent of 
people had two copies of 

“A” in that location. For the 
other 5 percent, those who 
took the painkillers were 56 
percent more likely to get 
colorectal cancer than those 
who didn’t.

The third relevant SNP 
was rs16973225, on chro-
mosome 15, and 91 percent 
of the study participants 
had two “A” copies in that 
location. While this group 
saw an upside by taking 
aspirin and NSAIDs, the 
other 9 percent had the 
same colorectal cancer risk 
regardless of whether they 
took the painkillers.


