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It’s been awhile since I remi-
nisced about my 1995 Dodge 
Caravan, so let me pick it up 
again.

What brings me back to this 
topic is a story I read recently 

on the latest 
developments 
of Volkswa-
gen’s deliber-
ate cheating 
to violate air 
quality rules. 
Apparently, the 
company is 
going to have 

to fork out a few billion dollars to 
take care of this little problem, 
which it has foolishly created, 
and on purpose.

It was disappointing, since I 
have always looked at the VW 
minibus as my ultimate retro car. 
I spent two summers in camp 
as a kid being driven around in 
those dangerous contraptions. 
I know now that they were built 
poorly and don’t perform well in 
crash tests. Back in those days, 
if there were any crash tests, I 
didn’t know anything about them.

I would just drive it around if I 
had one. I don’t have any plans 
to crash it.

At the time, we didn’t know 

RAMBLINGS

By John L. Micek
Special to The Bulletin

No, we’re not being overrun by 
illegal immigrants.

In 2015, the U.S. Border Patrol 
caught just over 331,000 people 
trying to cross the nation’s south-
western border, according to the 
Washington Post. That’s a drop of 
about 30 percent year-over-year, 
and a massive decline since 2000, 
when the Border Patrol arrested 1.6 
million people.

In addition, citing 2015 data, the 
Pew Research Center found that 
after explosive growth in the 1990s 
and in the early 2000s, the nation’s 
illegal immigrant population has 
leveled off.

This is not to suggest that the 
United States should slack off in 
its enforcement efforts. If anything, 
it suggests an appropriate level of 
current enforcement.

But it also means that we’re 
having the wrong conversation 
about immigration reform, one 
grounded in fear and suspicion, 
rather than actual facts.

According to Pew, there were 
11.3 million unauthorized immi-
grants living in the U.S. in March 
2013. That’s about the same as the 
11.2 million in 2012 and unchanged 
since 2009.

Why did it stabilize? Well, that’s 

County 100 Club to honor law officers at banquet
The 100 Club of Brazoria 

County 2016 Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Banquet will be held 
at the Lake Jackson Civic Center 
on April 7, when more than 200 
members, community leaders 
and elected officials will honor law 
enforcement officers of Brazoria 
County, and the 2016 Officer of 
the Year will be announced.

Twelve agencies have nomi-

nated officers to receive the coveted 
Officer of the Year Award. The 
Club will recognize every officer 
nominated, and each nominee will 
receive a Certificate of Appreciation.  
Three finalists will be announced 
and one of these three finalists will 
be the 100 Club of Brazoria County 
2016 Officer of the Year.

The mission of the 100 Club 
of Brazoria County is to provide 

support to the law enforcement 
families of those officers killed in 
the line of duty.

“We have, indeed, been for-
tunate in Brazoria County”, said 
John Dewey, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors.  “In more than 
50 years, seven law enforcement 
officers have been slain in the 
line of duty.  But we should not be 

Angleton receives prestigious 
state environmental award

State select committee tours Port 
Freeport as its first stop
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1. Wisconsin is the next big prize on the campaign trail. Who did 
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker recently endorse? A. Donald Trump; B. Ted 
Cruz; C. John Kasich; D. none of the above.

2. Who said it: “If the nominee is somebody that I think is really hurting 
the country ... I can’t stand behind them.” A. Hillary Clinton; B. Bernie 
Sanders; C. Ted Cruz; D. John Kasich.

3. The governor of which state recently vetoed a bill, which critics said 
would have legalized anti-gay discrimination? A. Georgia; B. Alabama; C. 
South Carolina; D. Montana

4. Which celebrity supporter of Bernie Sanders created an uproar when 
she said  “Donald Trump will bring the revolution immediately.” A. Sarah 
Silverman; B. Susan Sarandon; C. Belinda Carlisle; D. Emily Ratajkowski

ANSWERS: 1. B; 2. D; 3. A; 4. B

Tribune-Bulletin weekly politics quiz

WHERE DID ALL THESE COPS COME FROM!? Cops spotted a 
woman falling asleep at the wheel on US 19 in New Port Richey, Fla., 
and turned on the siren to pull her over. She woke up and tried to flee, 
and attempted to crash into the officer. After a slow-speed chase, she 
inadvertently drove right into the police station parking lot, where she 
backed into a cruiser and was arrested.

POLICE! OPEN UP! … UH, GIVE ME A MINUTE: A man went to a 
pharmacy in North Yorkshire, England, to steal drugs, where he – per-
haps inadvertently – snatched what turned out to be diarrhea medicine.

APPARENTLY, SHE SAID “YES:” A man proposed to his girlfriend at 
the Wal-Mart in Bay City, Mich., then shoplifted a sex toy and some edible 
panties.

WHEN YOU’RE HUNGRY, YOU’RE HUNGRY: An intoxicated woman 
hit a parked automobile in Strongsville, Ohio, and then led police on a car 
chase while eating barbecue chicken wings.

SHE JUST WON’T LISTEN TO REASON: A very drunk man called the 
police emergency number in Brunswick Hills, Ohio, at 4:55 in the morning 
because he wanted to get his girlfriend to come to bed. Officers came to 
his home, cited him for misuse of the 911 system, and released him “to 
the care of his sober girlfriend.”

PERHAPS IT’S TIME TO RETHINK THIS: After officials found that 
there had been 44 traffic accidents in three years at an intersection in 
Cambridge, Ontario, they converted it to a rotary. In the next three years, 
there were 282 accidents there.

YOU’RE MESSIN’ WITH THE WRONG LADY, BUB: A burglar hit 
several houses in a neighborhood in Inola, Okla., before breaking into 
the home of a woman who turned out to be the county’s assistant district 
attorney. She was waiting with gun in hand, and shot him when he came 
inside. He ran to his car, so she shot the vehicle to mark it for identifica-
tion.

THIS OUGHT TO FOOL ‘EM: Police arrested four people in a drug 
raid for manufacturing methamphetamine in a home in Kenosha County, 
Wisc. Deputies said that, for some reason, the suspects had disguised 
the meth as cocaine.

IS THIS YOUR AMBULANCE, SONNY? While paramedics were 
unloading a patient at a hospital in Decatur, Ala., a 21-year-old man stole 
their ambulance and took it on a joyride to Huntsville, where he parked it 
outside a pharmacy that he attempted to burglarize at 4:15 in the morn-
ing. Police discovered the vehicle when they responded to the alarm.

SACRE BLEU! A farmer spotted two men stealing irrigation equipment 
from his property in the Pyrénées-Atlantiques region of France, so he 
used his mechanical digger to smash their get-away car to smithereens.

content with statistics.  Few of us 
would trade places with the men 
and women who daily risk their lives 
for our safety and the safety of our 
property. The least we can do is to 
show them we care and to promise 
– should the worst happen - their 
family will not be left alone and 
forgotten,” he said. 

The 100 Club of Brazoria 
County’s Board of Directors has 
established an award to be known 
as the Friend of Law Enforcement 
Award. This award is given to rec-
ognize and thank those who go well 
above and beyond in their support 
of law enforcement and the 100 
Club of Brazoria County. The 2016 
inaugural award will be presented 
at the banquet to Alan and Linda 
Jones of AJC Sports Shop.

“Alan and Linda are very sup-
portive of law enforcement and 
have been involved with the 100 
Club Banquet for many years,” 
said Dewey.  “Alan is also an active 
member of the 100 Club of Brazoria 

County Board of Directors. “This is 
our way of thanking them for their 
support through the years”, he said.

Individual tickets to the banquet 
are $60 with reserved tables for 
eight for $500. Reserved tables for 
Corporate Sponsors are welcome 

at the following levels:  Platinum 
- $2,000; Gold - $1500; and Silver 
- $1,000.   Requests may be 
directed to Susan Golden, Execu-
tive Director at (979) 236-8748, or 
emailed to 100clubofbrazoriaounty
@gmail.com. 

County 100 Club to honor Alan and Linda Jones on April 7
(Continued from Page 1)
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Please let our advertisers 
know that you saw their 
ads in The Bulletin. We 
hope you will have the 

opportunity to visit their 
businesses and allow 

them to provide you with 
great products and ser-
vice for a  great price.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Super humans 
Q. You can forget Superman and 

Wonder Woman on this one...  Who 
have been the real Super-doers 
among us?

A.  X-ray vision, no, but you can 
count the super-sight of German 
dentist Veronica Seider, measured 
at 20/2 vision (20 times better than 
average), who reportedly could 
identify people from a mile away, 
reports “Mental Floss” magazine.  
“She once wrote a 20-verse poem 
on a thumb-nail-size piece of paper-
-sans magnifying glass.”

Then there was French-Canadian 
Louis Cyr, said to be able to hold 
back four pulling horses and to lift 
onto his back a platform with 18 
men on it.  “In 1896, he lifted 552 
pounds with a finger.”

Can you imagine identifying 
records by reading their grooves?  

When a friend challenged classical 
music devotee Arthur Lintgen to do 
just that, Lintgen read the grooves 
of 20 albums before a live audience 
and correctly identified all 20 of 
them.

Now let’s hear it for the children 
of the Tarahumara tribe of northwest 
Mexico, whose low resting heart 
rates allow them to regularly run 200 
miles -- in two days.  Invited to run 
a marathon in Kansas in the 1920s, 
they reportedly sent three kids “to 
run the mere 26.2 miles.”

Finally, the “furious fluency of 
Francis Sommer” is superlative 
indeed: “Able to speak 94 lan-
guages, the Cleveland librarian 
said, ‘I am afraid to cram any more 
words into my head.  Either the 
top will come off, or I will wake up 
speaking Babel.’”

Eel-ectrifying 
Q. How do electric eels manage 

to put a little extra zip in their zap, 
thus becoming possibly “the most 
sophisticated predators on the 
planet”?

A. These “batteries-included” fish 
(“Electrophorus electricus”) have 
an electricity-generating organ or 
muscle that can be either off or on 
-- just two power levels, according 
to Vanderbilt University’s Kenneth 
Catania, as reported by Susan 

Milius in “Science News” maga-
zine.  Eels have a unique way of 
intensifying that power:  When a 
recalcitrant fish struggles in an eel’s 
jaws, the eel curls its tail, putting the 
electrically negative tail closer to the 
electrically positive front end, thus 
“doubling the strength of the electric 
field convulsing the prey.”

As Catania explains, eels use 
electricity like a venom, shocking 
the prey’s muscles, which makes 
it twitch and clench and exhausts 
it into immobility. Now the eel just 
opens its jaws and swallows its 
meal.

Regarding eels’ toll on human 
life, he quickly speaks up on their 
behalf:  “There’s a lot of crazy stuff 
on TV, but I have never found a 
reputable source--and I’m not sure 
I have found a disreputable source 
-- that eels kill people.”

Weightless burps 
Q. Maybe a big burp doesn’t 

sound like much, but when might 
it be a lot more significant than it 
sounds?

A. When it’s a “wet burp,” and 
the burper is an astronaut in zero 
or near-zero gravity, says Christian 
Millman in “Discover” magazine.  
William Pogue, who piloted the 
final manned mission to the Skylab 
space station in 1973, had just such 
an experience.  “An environment of 
near-weightlessness doesn’t allow 
the contents of your stomach to 
settle out by weight as they would 
on Earth.  Gas, liquids and solids 
bump against the esophageal 
sphincter ... that separates the 
esophagus from the stomach.”  And, 
since the gravity-assisted sphincter 
doesn’t provide a total closure, 
belching in the confines of a space 
vehicle could cause some messy 
backflow.

“Unless the astronaut can keep 
the mouth closed and reswallow 
that backflow... any liquids or solids 
ejected during a wet burp could 
conceivably float off and lodge in 
sensitive instruments.”  This may 
not be a huge concern, Millman 
says, but back on Skylab, Pogue 
was worried enough that he limited 
his belches to just a couple during 
his 84-day mission.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)
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Members of the Brazosport College Foundation Board pose in front of the new BCPC Welding Technologies 
Lab during the facility’s recent dedication. Pictured are, from left, Brazosport College Foundation Board 
member Ravi Singhania; Foundation Development Officer Sherrie Garrett; Foundation Board member Frank 
Mauro; Brazosport College President Dr. Millicent Valek; Foundation Development Officer Kristin Schwertner; 
BCPC Chair and Dow Chemical Company Responsible Care Director Lisa LaBean; Foundation Board members 
Chris Witte, Terry McAlister, Diane Tasto, Gerald Andrews and David Howarth; Brazosport College Vice 
President, College Advancement, Serena Andrews; and Foundation Board members Robert Perryman and 
Gary Crabtree.

Brazosport College dedicates BCPC Welding Technologies Lab

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 5, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 5

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)SIDELINE CHATTER

because, in large part (and the Pew 
data makes this clear) more Mexi-
cans are leaving the United States 
than are coming in.

Between 2009 and 2014, 1 
million Mexicans and their families 
(including U.S.-born children) left 
the U.S. for Mexico, according to 
data compiled by the 2014 Mexican 
National Survey of Demographic 
Dynamics.

In addition, U.S. census data for 
the same five-year stretch shows 
that roughly 870,000 Mexicans left 
their home country for the United 
States, a smaller number than the 
flow of families from the U.S. to 
Mexico.

Thus, no invasion. In fact, since 
2009 Pew estimated there have 
been about 350,000 new illegal 
immigrants each year, about 

100,000 of whom are Mexican. 
The rest hail from Central America, 
Cuba and elsewhere.

That’s pronounced decline, and 
it means Mexicans accounted for 
about half of new illegal immigrants 
in the years leading up to the Great 
Recession.

And because of that slowdown, 
illegal immigrants are less likely 
than those in the past to be recent 
arrivals.

As the Pew data shows, the 
share of illegal adult immigrants 
who have lived in the United 
States for a decade or more nearly 
doubled between 2000 and 2012, 
from 35 percent to 62 percent.

Only 15 percent of unauthorized 
adults in 2012 had lived in the U.S. 
for less than five years, compared 
with 38 percent a decade-plus 
earlier.

And crime? That’s a non-starter, 
too.

Despite Trump’s pernicious 
claims last year that Mexico is 
sending less than its best citizens to 
the United States, it’s provably true 
that illegal immigrants commit less 
crime than native-born Americans.

According to a 2015 report by 
the American Immigration Council, 
based on 2010 data, 1.6 percent of 
immigrant males aged 18-39 were 
incarcerated, compared to 3.3 per-
cent of native-born Americans.

“This disparity in incarceration 
rates has existed for decades, as 
evidenced by data from the 1980, 
1990, and 2000 decennial cen-
suses,” the report concluded. “In 
each of those years, the incarcera-
tion rates of the native-born were 
anywhere from two to five times 
higher than that of immigrants.”

(Continueed from Page 1)

Are we being overrun by illegal immigrants from Mexico?
The greatest moment in Dodger history? Vin Scully had a voice in 

that, too.
Seems Kirk Gibson – who pinch-hit a World Series-altering home run 

on one leg in 1988 – had been in the clubhouse when he heard Scully 
on the Dodger broadcast declaring that no way would the sore-legged 
Gibson be able to play.

“My greatest contribution in all my years with the Dodgers was getting 
Gibby off the training table at the end of the game,” Scully, now 88, told 
reporters. “Whatever happened, it struck a note, and Gibby got up and 
hollered, ‘Tell Tommy (Lasorda) I’ll be there.’

“Next thing you know, he comes down and ... magic.”
Gold Coast Conference
The Atlantic Coast Conference, with four teams in the Elite Eight and 

two in the Final Four, will reap at least a record $39.9 million from this 
year’s men’s NCAA Tournament.

The players, meanwhile, are just hoping to get a snippet of net cord as 
a keepsake.

Talking the talk
• Mississippi State women’s basketball coach Vic Schaffer, to ESPN, 

after unbeaten UConn walloped his team in the NCAA Tournament, 98-
38: “They’re like piranhas on a roast. You can’t get that bone out of there 
fast enough.”

• Spurs coach Gregg Popovich, to loudly dressed TNT sideline 
reporter Craig Sager, when asked how his team held the Heat to 13 
points in a quarter: “I think they were looking at your suit.”

• Blogger Chad Picasner, envisioning the local furor if LeBron James 
leaves the Cavaliers again: “Let’s just say I’d like to have the torch and 
pitchfork concession in Cleveland.”

• Comedy writer Alex Kaseberg, on the NCAA Tournament featuring 
three teams – Gonzaga, Butler and Yale – with bulldog mascots: “Four, if 
you count CBS and Charles Barkley.”

Keeping his cool
Madame Tussauds unveiled a wax statue of Warriors star Stephen 

Curry at its Fisherman’s Wharf museum. The resemblance is downright 
uncanny, visitors say, except this Curry can’t get hot.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

God has given you everything you 
need to strengthen your faith

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I admit my faith is weak, but I know it would be strong if I could 
only see Jesus with my own eyes, even for just one minute. Why 
shouldn’t I ask God to do this for me? - Mrs. C.K.

A: God has already given you everything you need to make your faith 
stronger. Instead of praying for Jesus to appear to you somehow (which 
He never promised to do), you should be praying instead for the discipline 
to use the means He has given you to strengthen your faith. Jesus said, 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:
29).

I often think of the similarity between physical strength and spiritual 
strength. What do we need to stay physically strong and healthy? We 
need two things: food and exercise. If we don’t eat, we’ll grow weaker, 
waste away and eventually die. And if we don’t exercise, we’ll also grow 
weak and won’t be useful or helpful to others.

The same is true spiritually. God has given us the spiritual “food” we 
need to become strong - the “food” of God’s Word (the Bible), of prayer 
and of fellowship with other believers. God also wants us to exercise our 
faith by putting it into action. The Bible says, “For physical training is of 
some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for 
both the present life and the life to come” (1 Timothy 4:8).

Make the Bible and prayer part of your life every day! In addition, ask 
God to lead you to a church where you’ll hear God’s Word and learn from 
other believers, and also have opportunities for service. God doesn’t want 
your faith to remain weak, and He’s given you everything you need to 
make it stronger!

Ten Texas communities have 
been selected to receive the 2016 
Governor’s Community Achieve-
ment Awards, one of the most 
prestigious annual environmental 
awards in Texas.

These awards are a joint effort 

between the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) and Keep 
Texas Beautiful (KTB). The com-
munities of Somerville, Van Alstyne, 
Cuero, Boerne, Angleton, Lufkin, 
North Richland Hills, Allen, McKin-
ney, and Plano will share $2 million 

in landscape development projects 
within their respective communities 
on state maintained rights-of-way.

The awards recognize the best 
grassroots environmental programs 
in the state, and are awarded in 
10 different categories, based 
on population. Every community 
in Texas is eligible to apply for a 
Governor’s Community Achieve-
ment Award. A community’s 
environmental program is judged 

on achievements in seven differ-
ent areas: community leadership 
and coordination, education, public 
awareness, litter prevention and 
cleanup, litter law and illegal dump-
ing enforcement, beautification and 
community improvement, and solid 
waste management.

The GCAA program has recog-
nized outstanding communities for 
more than 49 years, with TxDOT 
providing landscape funding since 

1986. KTB will formally recognize 
and award these communities 
during its 49th Annual Conference 
in Sugar Land from June 20-22.

Keep Texas Beautiful, a state-
wide environmental and community 
improvement nonprofit, strives to 
educate and engage Texans to 
improve their community. KTB, and 
its more than 390 affiliates, work 
with government, businesses, civic 
groups and volunteers.

Angleton one of 10 cities to receive landscaping for prestigious state environmental award
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ACC Child Lab School student Kayla Jesinsky, left, and her mom 
Rebecca, look at her eggs after the school’s Egg Hunt on March 24.

Helping hand at the Alvin Egg Hunt
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The Brazoria Lions Club President Frank Petteway Sr., right, presents 
a $5,000 check from the proceeds of the club’s Spring Garage Sale to 
Jo Conway, center, Brazoria Community Library Branch Manager.  Scott 
McCaskill, left, Brazoria Lions’ Spring Garage Sales coordinator, assists 
in the presentation. Because of the continued support of the community, 
the March 18 -19 garage sale was a great success. Since 1983, Brazoria 
Lions Club garage sales proceeds have contributed more than $160,000 
to the Brazoria Community Library. The Brazoria Lions Club meets the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. For more information on the 
Brazoria Lions Club, call (979) 798-4444. 

Brazoria Lions Club donates to library
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Brazosport College student 
Gabriella Cuevas has been 
named a 2016 Coca-Cola Com-
munity College Academic Team 
Silver Scholar.

The Coca-Cola Scholars Foun-
dation sponsors the Coca-Cola 
Community College Academic 
Team program by recognizing 50 
Gold, 50 Silver and 50 Bronze 
Scholars, and providing nearly 
$200,000 in scholarships annually. 
Each Silver Scholar receives a 
$1,250 scholarship and a special 
medallion.

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society 
administers the Coca-Cola 
Community College Academic 
Team Program and recognizes 
Coca-Cola Community College 
scholars during All-State Com-
munity College Academic Team 
Recognition ceremonies held in 
38 states. Student scholars also 
receive recognition locally during 
ceremonies held on campus and 
internationally for those who are 
able to attend Phi Theta Kappa’s 
Annual Convention.

Community college presidents 
or their designated nominators 
may submit no more than two 
nominations per campus for this 
award. An independent panel 
of judges considers outstand-
ing academic rigor, grade point 
average, academic and leader-
ship awards, and engagement in 
college and community service in 
the selection process.

BC student named Coca Cola Scholar

Gabriella Cuevas

Six tips on how to improve employee’s performance
Business Management Daily 
(TNS)

1) In order to boost an employ-
ee’s performance, know exactly 
what you want. “Doing a better 
job” and “working harder” are too 
general. You need to specify what 
you want done differently. Until 
you do that, you are not discussing 
performance.

2) Think “action,” not “attitude.” 
Yes, attitude is important, but that’s 
up to them. You are not responsible 
for what they think or feel. You 
are responsible for what they do. 
Concentrate on that.

3) Communicate your expecta-
tions. This does not mean tell them 
what to do. It means explain the 
results you need and why. Get the 
employee’s agreement to produce 
these results.

4) Inspect what you expect. 
Give the employee a chance to 
perform, and monitor the results. 
Pay particular attention to the 
areas you expect improvement, but 
don’t ignore other aspects of the 
employee’s work. 

You don’t want improvement 
in one area to be made at the 
expense of poor performance 

elsewhere.
5) Praise the progress. Com-

pliment the employee on every 
change for the better that you 
notice, no matter how slight. Posi-
tive reinforcement works.

6) Refuse to accept poor perfor-
mance. If you look for improvement, 
and you honestly can’t find it, let 
the employee know. Express your 
disappointment and ask why noth-
ing has changed. 

Discuss (as per the agreement) 
how the employee will get back on 
track; then repeat steps four and 
five.
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that they were dangerous. Just 
like we didn’t know that the Ford 
Pinto tended to blow up if  hit from 
behind.

What a better toy to have than a 
vintage VW minibus to run around 
town in, if in fact, I could even afford 
one. The refurbished 1970s models 
can get pretty expensive.

Then a lightbulb went on inside 
my head (not really because that 
would be pretty weird). What has 
more meaning and history behind 
it than a minibus that I rode in, and 
luckily survived, for a couple of 
summers?

Well, I did have a VW Fastback 
when I was in high school, but that 
car also was a piece of junk. It had 
way too many problems, starting 
with water leaking into the interior, 
to transmission problems, to the 

rings being shot. Other than that, it 
was a decent car.

I finally noticed that the water 
was pooling under the backseat, 
right around the battery. That was 
not so good. Since I didn’t know 
how to stop the leak, I just drilled a 
few holes through the floorboard. 
But I still had to deal with the rotting 
carpet smell.

Not a whole lot of nostalgia there.
So, while I pondered how to get 

my hands on one of these VW mini-
buses without breaking the bank, 
I realized that I already possessed 
a vehicle that was more nostalgic 
than the minibus could ever be - my 
Dodge Caravan.

It transported our kids to all kinds 
of sports practices and games, the 
family to Florida and back, and 
to who knows where else. The 
van was just sitting around my lot 

with peeling paint and all kinds of 
mechanical issues. So, I started 
fixing it up, and slowly, it regained 
its original gleam and reliability.

I didn’t keep track of how much it 
cost. It was best not to add it all up.

So, the retro van was not a VW, 
but so what? Dodge-Chrysler has 
never been suspected of cheating 
on emissions tests. The van actu-
ally turned out to be a pretty good 
workhorse, and still delivers The 
Bulletin most weeks.

The rebuilt transmission is flaw-
less; the new front end is smooth; 
the A/C is again cold; the inside and 
the outside have been redone. But 
then the ultimate bad news hit me: 
The engine is on its way out and 
eventually will have to be replaced 
by a rebuilt one.

That just tore me up. It only has 
239,000 miles on it. Couldn’t we 
just put some form of magical fluid 
in it to make it all better?

Yes, but eventually there is no 
way around it.

One time I drove it out to the 
beach after all the repairs and 
refurbishings were completed, and 

the guy next to me, who must have 
known something about these vans, 
couldn’t believe what good condi-
tion it was in. 

It was a good day for the old and 
improved family van.

But, as it turns out, the van has 
caught a fatal illness, and it will 
need an engine transplant. So, this 

is where we junk it or trade it in, 
right?

Wrong.
I’ll be sitting in that van in my 

90s (I hope, anyway) and thinking 
about all the good times the family 
had when the kids were little. And, 
I’ll still be driving it (I hope) with a 
rebuilt and expensive engine.

It’s not just an old van, and it’s not a retro VW minibus, but the green van keeps puffing along
(Continued from Page 1)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Mutinous Kubrick computer
4 High-end violin
9 Sextet for Henry VIII
14 British verb suffix
15 “Some glory in __ birth ...”: Shak.
16 Ginsburg associate
17 Sprightly dance
18 Shepherdess’ movie role?
20 Sharp-wittedness
22 Gore, once

23 Jeweler’s movie role?
29 Met previously
30 “I’m listening ...”
31 Delta deposit
32 False flattery
34 Robbins’ ice cream partner
36 ER personnel
39 Horse trainer’s movie role?
41 Org. concerned with the AQI
42 Crankcase component
44 Sends out

46 Boyfriend
47 Bearing
48 Meat pkg. letters
52 Weightlifter’s movie role?
56 Chamber group often including 
a piano
57 Under control
58 What 18-, 23-, 39- and 52-Across 
exemplify?
63 Loafer front
64 Madison Square Garden, e.g.
65 Cookbook verb
66 Decorative vase
67 H.S. hurdles
68 Heavy metal cover
69 Del. clock setting

DOWN
1 Take by force
2 “... based on my abilities”
3 Peanut, for one
4 Fifth cen. pope called “The Great”
5 “Come to think of it ...”
6 Stephen of “Breakfast on Pluto”
7 Succor
8 Hungry for success, say
9 Track transaction
10 “No thanks”
11 Google Maps directions word
12 Sea-Tac approx.
13 Protein-rich bean
19 Org. that funds cultural exhibi-
tions
21 Litter peeps
24 Cruise stop
25 Italian archaeological attraction
26 Puma competitor
27 Paper holder
28 Italian tourist attraction
33 CFO’s degree
34 Invite as a member of
35 Verizon competitor
36 Unruly groups
37 The Lord, in Lourdes
38 Response to freshness?
40 “You got that right!”
43 Campsite sight
45 Very
47 Peak near Olympus
49 Lincoln Memorial feature
50 Bloodmobile visitors
51 Zealous
53 Black-and-white sea predators
54 Narrow inlet
55 __ management
58 Bug on the line
59 Timeline parts: Abbr.
60 Shooter lead-in
61 Sealing goo
62 Periodic table suffix
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
HILL  RIDGE  CLIFF  BLUFF  GORGE  CANYON  VALLEY
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: IDIOM  SNACK  THIRTY  MYSTIC
Answer: When the race car driver kept losing, he -- HIT THE “SKIDS”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Small things make a 
big difference. Write down your ideas and inspiring 
thoughts, make lists to prioritize your tasks and take 
note of all the most important details. In the week 
ahead you may move in lofty circles.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Keep your goals firmly 
in mind. Minor spats can distract you this week. Fun 
and games might not be suitable for serious subjects 
or at the workplace, but some gentle teasing might 
smooth out little aggravations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The process of becom-
ing more in tune with your surrounds requires pro-
cessing information. In the week to come you may be 
more concerned about facts than fantasies. Domestic 
duties can be rewarding.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Forge ahead and 
achieve your goals. You may appear more sociable 
and outgoing in the upcoming week and may be more 
attractive to the opposite sex. It will be easy to focus 
your energies on sterling accomplishments.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You can become the leader 
of the pack. You will have plenty of opportunity to 
show off your leadership skills and dedication in the 
week ahead. A powerful friend can exert influence on 
your behalf if asked.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You will need to think 
about the direction new relationships should take. 
Demands on your resources could require a key 
decision in the week ahead. Enthusiastically meet 
challenges of this type and rise to the occasion.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Focus on your work and 
improving your health as this week unfolds. You may have 
big dreams about money making activities as ideas for 
achieving your goals builds. If you apply yourself you can 
finish projects.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Fake it until you make it. 
Throughout the week to come you may be able to put on 
a good front and appear more talented and accomplished 
than you really are. Someone may develop romantic 
ideas about you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Slow and easy does 
it. In the week to come make an effort to accept personal 
criticism with good grace and use it as a fulcrum to make 
improvements on many levels. Work hard and play 
harder.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Have faith that the 
universe will reward your efforts. Rub the lamp and the 
genie might grant your wishes in the week ahead. Spend 
extra money to obtain your heart’s desire and you will be 
glad you did.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In the week ahead you 
can take advantage of being mentally incisive. You pos-
sess the ability to grasp details in depth. You may need to 
bring rational thinking to bear on some stressful situations 
in the workplace.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Just smile and play 
along. You can make headway on the career front in the 
week ahead by being pleasant and sociable. Share your 
schedule with loved ones so that your plans don’t cause a 
conflict with anyone else.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

April 4: ON THIS DATE in 1818, 
Congress decided the U.S. flag 
would consist of 13 stripes, alternat-
ing red and white, with a star to be 
added for every new state. In 1968, 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
39, was shot to death by a lone 
gunman in Memphis, Tenn., while 
the civil rights leader visited the 
city to support a sanitation workers 
strike.

April 5: ON THIS DATE in 
1621, the Mayflower sailed from 
Plymouth, Mass., on its return trip 
to England. In 1954, Elvis Presley 
recorded his debut single, “That’s 
All Right.”

April 6: ON THIS DATE in 1909, 
Robert E. Peary and Matthew A. 
Henson became the first explorers 
to reach the North Pole. In 1917, 
Congress approved a declaration of 
war against Germany during World 
War I.

April 7: ON THIS DATE in 1862 
during the Civil War, Union forces 
led by Gen. Ulysses S. Grant 

defeated Confederates at the Battle 
of Shiloh in Tennessee. In 1933, 
Prohibition ended in the United 
States.

April 8: ON THIS DATE in 1513, 
explorer Juan Ponce de Leon dis-
covered Florida and claimed it for 
Spain. In 1974, Hank Aaron broke 
Babe Ruth’s career record for home 
runs by hitting his 715th.

April 9: ON THIS DATE in 1865, 
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee 
and more than 26,000 troops sur-
rendered to Union forces led by 
Grant at Appomattox, Va., essen-
tially ending the Civil War. In 1953, 
“TV Guide” was first published.

April 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1925, the novel “The Great Gatsby” 
by F. Scott Fitzgerald was pub-
lished. In 1963, the nuclear-pow-
ered submarine USS Thresher sank 
off Cape Cod, Mass., in a disaster 
that claimed 129 lives.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 610, Muslims 
believe the angel Gabriel gave the 

Qu’ran to their prophet, Moham-
mad.

This week’s question: What 
was the name of the play President 
Lincoln and his wife were watching 
when he was fatally shot in 1865?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

State select committee tours Port Freeport, hears of project plans, preparations to compete
Port Freeport Commission Chair-

man, Ravi Singhania, welcomed 
and thanked Senators Lois Kolk-
horst (R-Brenham) and Larry Taylor 
(R-Friendswood) for making Port 
Freeport their initial stop on their 
tour of the Texas Port System.  

Kolkhorst and Taylor are two of 
seven Senators chosen to serve 
on the Senate Select Committee 
on Texas Ports.  The two Senators 
were joined by staffers Matthew 
Russell, Chase Fruge, Jennifer 
Pate, Chris Noonan, Jackie King 

and Adrianne Evans of Chairman 
Brandon Creighton’s (R-Conroe) 
Office and Senator Joan Huffman’s 
(R-Houston), Gloria Milsap. 

Also on the Port Tour were Bra-
zoria County Commissioner Dude 
Payne, Fort Bend County Com-
missioner Andy Meyer, Fort Bend 
Brazoria Rail District Chairman 
Upendra Sahu, Texas Department 
of Transportation Commissioner 
Jeff Moseley, Public Information 
Officer Raquel Lewis and Economic 
Development Alliance for Brazoria 

County Director Sean Stockard.     
The Select Committee on Texas 

Ports was created in October 
2015 by Lieutenant Governor Dan 
Patrick, citing “incredible opportuni-
ties lay ahead for Texas with the 
expansion of the Panama Canal. 
However, if we do not prepare our 
ports for the next generation of 
super ships, we could lose out to 
other states along the Gulf and East 
Coasts.  

“Port Freeport recognizes these 
incredible opportunities, which are 
confirmed by a study performed 
by Transportation Economics & 

Management System, Inc. last year. 
The Port continues to focus on the 
Freeport Harbor Channel widen-
ing and deepening project, and in 
partnership with Brazoria and Fort 
Bend counties, exploring a direct 
rail line to Richmond/Rosenberg. 
These, along with planned improve-
ments to Highway 36A, will allow 
Port Freeport to be prepared for the 

opportunities offered by the expan-
sion of Panama Canal,” stated 
Chairman Singhania.

During the tour, the Committee 
Members, staffers and guests were 
briefed on the Port’s future expan-
sion plans and the opportunities for 
new projects which will continue to 
support the numerous jobs created 
in the region.

With the addition of 2,100 
nonfarm jobs in February, Texas 
has now expanded its season-
ally adjusted employment for 11 
consecutive months.

“Texas gained 170,900 jobs 
over the past year,” said Texas 
Workforce Commissioner (TWC) 
Chairman Andres Alcantar. “We 
continue to build local partnerships 
to equip the current and future 
workforce with the skills needed 
for the jobs being created by Texas 
employers.”

Texas’ seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate fell to 4.4 
percent in February, down from 4.5 
percent in January, and remained 
below the national average of 4.9 
percent.

“Private employers have 
expanded their payrolls by 142,800 
jobs in Texas over the past year,” 
said TWC Commissioner Repre-
senting Employers Ruth R. Hughs. 

Texas saw employment growth 
in seven of the 11 major industries, 
including increases in all but one 
of the Service-providing industries. 
Some of those gains were offset 
by losses in Goods Producing 
industries.

Employment in the Education 
and Health Services industry was 
up in February with the addition 
of 6,100 jobs, continuing this 
industry’s upward trend for 37 con-
secutive months. Solid growth also 
continued in Trade, Transportation 
and Utilities, which added 5,500 
jobs over the month and recorded 
a 2.3 percent annual growth rate.

Texas adds jobs 
for 11th month
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