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All good things must come to an 
end, and that’s why my old laptop 
just became another backup. That 
means that it is sitting on a closet 
shelf, ready to take over should 
something happen to my main 
computer.

I have always considered myself 
as being in the forefront of technol-
ogy when it comes to affordable 

computing, but 
the last few years 
have settled into 
a routine and 
the comfort of a 
laptop that is not 
all that new.

I’m not going 
to say how old it 
is, but at the time 

I bought it, Windows XP was still 
very popular, and we were trash-
ing the brand-new Vista operating 
system, so it was a while back.

There was really no reason to 
change because my Dell machine 
had all the latest features I needed 
at the time and plenty of power. It 
still stands its ground as a pretty 
good machine that can handle 
today’s demands. Dell was ahead of 
its time with that one.

It also had something I could not 
find anywhere else - a slave hard-
drive slot. I bought another drive and 
separated the programs from the 
data.

In addition, I backed everything 
up on an external drive. That’s really 
why I kept the old Dell this long, 
because it allowed several ways to 
keep my data from disappearing if a 
hard drive failed. Three hard drives 

RAMBLINGS

By Danny Tyree
Special to the Bulletin

“It takes a heap o’ livin’ in a house 
t’ make it home.” - Edgar Albert 
Guest.

It’s hard to believe, but this month 
marks 25 years since my wife and I 
moved into our small-but-affordable 
country house.

I remember the autumn hikes up 
“Gideon’s mountain” (as our 13-year-

old son Gideon 
calls it), and 
repeat encoun-
ters with King 
Root (a promi-
nent orange tree 
root growing 
near the creek). 
I remember a 
visiting young-

ster giddily gathering the poke sallet 
that voluntarily springs up in the front 
yard. I remember the annual ritual 
of waiting for the wild blackberries 
along the driveway to ripen, only to 
have them invariably snatched up by 
thieving birds.

I remember our cockiness at drill-
ing a well. (It yielded salt water.) We 
were able to connect to the county 
water main only after surviving for 
more than 10 years with spring water 
that was muddy for THREE DAYS 
every time a cloud had the audacity 
to precipitate.

I remember our first full winter 
in the house. The double whammy 
of frozen pipes and downed power 

TYREE’S TYRADES

JA needs you to teach county students about business
Junior Achievement of Brazoria 

County is seeking volunteers to 
teach classes in Brazoria County 
during this semester.

Volunteers will educate students 
about financial literacy, workforce 
readiness and entrepreneurship.

“JA programs fill a very important 
gap that often exists between what 
students are learning in school 
and how it applies to the real 

world,” said Kim Effenberger, Junior 
Achievement President, “Volunteers 
don’t need to have any previous 
classroom experience; in fact, most 
people don’t when they first start 
volunteering with JA.

“We just need people who are 
willing to share their experiences 
and help open a student’s eyes to 
a world of new career and future 
possibilities.”

JA provides new volunteers with 
training and all program materi-
als needed to teach the course. 
More than 36 teachers and 700 
students are currently waiting 
for volunteers to come into their 
classes. Opportunities are available 
at the elementary, middle and high 
school levels. There is no lecture; 
volunteers actually facilitate games 

The Brazoria County Medical 
Reserve Corps, under the direction 
of the Homeland Preparedness 
Project and because of a grant 
from Americares, will be gather-
ing water samples from personal 
water wells in Brazoria County to 

be tested free of charge for coliform 
and E. coli bacteria. 

These are water wells that were 
affected by the 2017 flooding 
caused by Hurricane Harvey. 

Teams will be sampling personal 
water wells in Brazoria County com-

munities during March, April, May 
and will conclude the end of June 
2018. This is a very aggressive 
schedule with limited time.

The Brazoria County Medical 
Reserve Corps will visit commu-

County will test private water wells for contaminants

Treat yourself
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SO AT LEAST HE BELIEVES WHAT HE IS SAYING: A man 
who claims to be a time traveler from the year 2030 said he has come 
back to the year 2018 to tell us what the future holds. He says Man will 
travel to Mars in 2028, and there will be robots capable of running a 
home. Interestingly, he was given a lie detector test, which he passed.

GEE, WONDER WHY HE WASN’T INVITED: Angry and jealous 
that his father and brother had been invited to a wedding and he had not, 
an Oregon man called airport authorities to report that they were terror-
ists who were about to board a flight. Officials figured this one out fairly 
quickly.

HATE TO SEE YOU GO: After picking fights with fellow passengers 
for over a week, more than 20 members of an extended Australian family 
were forcibly removed from a Carnival cruise ship when they instigated 
an all-out brawl. People cheered wildly as a small boat transported the 
troublemakers to New South Wales.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKIN’ AT, YOUR HONOR: A woman 
accused of public drunkenness and driving while intoxicated showed up 
drunk at her court hearing in New Holland, Pa.

O.K., READY, SET, THROW … AIEEEE! In an effort to break into 
a building in Shanghai, China, a burglar threw a brick at a window, but it 
bounced off with no effect. His accomplice then hurled a brick, but it hit 
the other burglar in the head, knocking him unconscious.

OH, HI, I’LL BE THROUGH IN A MINUTE: A homeless man 
broke into a home office in Van Nuys, Calif., late at night, and used a 
computer to watch pornography on a disc that he had brought with him. 
He was restrained by family members who lived upstairs.

TIME TO RE-EVALUATE OUR RELATIONSHIP: A man got into 
an argument with his 18-year-old girlfriend as she was driving on Route 
74 in Peach Bottom Township, Pa. He got so angry that he pulled the 
emergency brake lever, despite the fact that the car was going 60 mph. 
The vehicle went into a skid and rolled over. He ran away without trying 
to help her.

SEEMS APPROPRIATE: A man was arrested for first-degree 
assault with a firearm, assault on a police officer, malicious harassment, 
and resisting arrest after an incident at a car wash in Factoria, Wash. He 
was driving a Camaro with the vanity license plate “DIRTBAG.”

I’M THE VICTIM HERE! A man who has been convicted of drunk 
driving in Texas four times argued in court that DWI laws discriminate 
against alcoholics. He lost.

WHAT’S NOT TO LOVE? A woman got drunk on a flight from the 
Dominican Republic to New York City, and “flirtatiously” touched the 
head of a male passenger seated next to her, then cursed others, threw 
snacks and cried that “nobody loves her.”

nities to gather water samples, 
which will then be delivered to the 
Brazoria County Water Lab for test-
ing. After the samples have been 
tested, the results will be sent to the 
resident(s). If the sample is nega-

tive, nothing further will be required 
by residents. 

If the sample comes back positive 
for contaminants, residents will be 
contacted, and they will be informed 
of the type of contaminant found. 

A second sample will be obtained 

and sent in for testing. The results 
will then be sent to the resident(s). 
If the second sample results are 
positive, residents will again be 
informed of the type of contaminant 
and instructions given on what steps 
must be taken to make the water 
well safe. 

After the well has been treated 
per the Brazoria County Water Lab 
directions, a third sample will be 
taken.

If residents would like to collect 
their own samples and turn them in 
for testing, they will need to contact 
the Brazoria County Water Lab for 
sample bottles and instructions. 

The Brazoria County Water Lab is 
located at 409 East Orange

Angleton, TX 77515. You can 
reach them at (979) 864-1289

For the water lab hours of opera-
tion and directions for collecting 
water samples, please go to: http:
//brazoriacountytx.gov.

(Continued from Page 1)

County will test private water wells for contaminants

Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
see how affordable advertis-
ing in The Bulletin can be.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

       EGGSPLOSION
Q. Have you heard about the 

“eggsplosive” danger of micro-
waves?

A. A customer in a San Fran-
cisco restaurant learned about it 
the hard way when a hard-boiled 
egg exploded in his mouth after 
being reheated in a microwave, 
says Leah Crane in “New Scientist” 
magazine.  He allegedly suffered 
hearing damage and burns.  Expert 
witness Anthony Nash and his col-
league Lauren von Blohn micro-
waved almost 100 eggs in a water 
bath just as the restaurant had 
done and found that a shell-less 
hard-boiled egg exploded up to a 
third of the time, either after being 
bit into or pricked with a fork.  Said 
Nash: “It was like playing Russian 
roulette with an egg - egg roulette.”

As to why the explosion 
occurred, Nash speculated that 
“tiny pockets of water within the 
yolk became superheated and then 
started boiling, violently releasing 
steam, when punctured by a fork, 
or your teeth.”  Amazingly, the 
resulting explosion measured 133 
decibels from 30 centimeters away, 
louder than a chainsaw running 
one meter  from you.  

While such a noise would 
unlikely damage your hearing, 

biting into the egg and having it 
explode in your mouth could, and 
the resultant heat could also hurt 
your face.

The case was eventually settled 
out of court.

     FIGHTING WORDS
Q. Rather than some poten-

tially painful swordplay, let’s opt 
instead for some wordplay from 
sword fighting. Can you explain 
how the following are used in 
the English language: “contre-
temps,” “ensiform,” “feint” and 
“hilt”?

A. “Contretemps” was originally 
a fencing term meaning a thrust 
made at the wrong time, says 
Anu Garg on his “A.Word.A.Day” 
web site. So metaphorically the 
word can mean an unforeseen 
and unfortunate occurrence, or 
a disagreement or dispute. Next, 
from Latin “ensis” (sword) comes 
“ensiform,” shaped like a sword or 
sword blade. 

Two older, more commonly 
known words are “feint,” a decep-
tive move, especially in fencing or 
boxing, first documented in 1330; 
and “hilt,” a handle of a sword or 
dagger, used in the phrase “to the 
hilt,” that is, to the maximum extent 
(earliest documented use around 
1000).

As Garg says, “Sometimes just 
the right word, the right remark, the 

right joke can disarm an adversary.  
Remember, you may be swordless, 
but you are never wordless.” 

        HUMAN SMELL
Q. Compared to rats, pigs, 

mice and dogs, how does the 
human sense of smell stack up?  
And how would such a thing 
even be measured?

A. The measurements aren’t 
easy.  “People can tell you when a 
certain scent is no longer detect-
able. But each animal has to learn 
to associate a particular odor with 
a reward and then do something, 
like press a button, to let research-
ers know when they smell it,” says 
Ashley Braun in “Discover” maga-
zine.  Humans have sniffed over 
3000 different scents for science 
out of the trillions possible, but the 
highest number recorded for any 
animal species (spider monkeys) is 
only 81.

When odor sensitivity researcher 
Matthias Laska of Sweden’s 
Linköping University compared 
humans and 17 other mammals, 
he found that the more data he 
collected, “the more interesting the 
picture became.”  

Humans are more sensitive 
than rats for 31 of the 41 odorants 
tested for both species (76%), 
more sensitive than pigs for 3 of 5 
(60%), more sensitive than mice 
for 35 of 65 (54%), and even more 
sensitive than dogs for 5 of 15 
(33%).  Dogs – carnivorous hunters 
– excel in detecting “meaty” smells, 
while humans – omnivorous fruit 
and plant eaters – have sensitive 
noses for vegetation.  As Laska put 
it, humans “are not as hopeless as 
the classical wisdom will tell us, 
and dogs are not the super nose of 
the universe for everything.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.

DID YOU KNOW?
• In 2004, a man named Malcom 

Myatt suffered a stroke that left him 
unable to feel sad.

• Colombia has a huge hippo 
problem because of Pablo Escobar.  
After he died, his four pet hippos 
escaped.

• Hippos are able to sleep under-
water using a reflex that allows 
them to bob up, take a breath, and 
sink back down without waking up.
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AUSTIN – Texas teens have an important message for their friends 
and fellow students: Always buckle up. The message is part of the Texas 
Department of Transportation’s annual “Teen Click It or Ticket” campaign, in 
partnership with high school students, to urge young drivers and their pas-
sengers to wear their seat belts every time they’re in a vehicle.

“In Texas, 42 percent of all teenagers killed in traffic crashes in 2016 
weren’t buckled up,” said TxDOT Executive Director James Bass. “We know 
seat belts save lives, but only if motorists use them. We want to make sure 
this message gets through to teens, and no one knows how to reach teens 
better than other teens.”

Partnering with students from the Texas-based group Teens in the Driver 
Seat, TxDOT’s “Teen Click It or Ticket” campaign will reach teens through 
radio and TV public service announcements, social media and peer-to-peer 
outreach at statewide high schools. The initiative kicked off recently with an 
entirely student-run press conference at Memorial High School in Houston.

Teens also will lead interactive events at high schools and sporting events 
this spring to convince their peers that seat belts are their best defense 
against being killed or badly injured in a crash. A mangled truck involved in 
a rollover crash will be on display at each event. Two Texas teens survived 
that crash with only minor scratches, thanks to their seat belts. “Research 
from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration tells us that new 
teen drivers are twice as likely to be in a fatal crash as adults,” said Bryce 
Cunningham, co-chair of the Teens in the Driver Seat national Teen Advisory 
Board and a senior at Chisum High School in Paris, Texas. 

In Texas in 2016, one in five vehicle crashes involved a teen driver. Of 
the 269 teen drivers and passengers killed in crashes that year, 114 were 
unbuckled.

Texas law requires drivers and all passengers to wear a seat belt. Unbuck-
led drivers and passengers — even those in the back seat — face fines and 
court costs up to $200.

Seat belt campaign focuses on teen drivers Facebook is solving political ad buy trolling with – postcards
Tribune News Service

Facebook, that technological 
marvel we have all come to depend 
on so we don’t have to talk to 
one another (whew!), is going old 
school.

That’s right. Facebook has fig-
ured out the best way to make sure 
Russian trolls can’t interfere with 
the midterm elections this Novem-
ber is to communicate with you in 
the exact same way your grandpar-
ents did when they visited Niagara 
Falls and wanted you to know it in 
roughly 5-14 days: They’re going to 
send out postcards.

Facebook has decided the only 
way to verify that anyone interested 
in buying political ads isn’t actu-
ally an election-meddling Russian 
working out of a dreary abandoned 
girdle factor in Screwyouistan is to 
request a “physical piece of corre-
spondence” (the postcard) contain-
ing a special code. The delivery of 
the postcard is proof they live in the 
United States. 

Only after supplying the code to 
Facebook can a person or organi-
zation be allowed to buy political 
ads.

Katie Harbath, Facebook’s direc-
tor of global politics and govern-
ment outreach, told Reuters “It 
won’t solve everything.” 

That said, it’s a start, and Face-
book should be commended for not 

being embarrassed to admit that, at 
the end of the day, the U.S. Postal 
Service is really all you can count 
on anymore.

I’m a huge fan of the USPS. I 
love the service, the short pants 
and the darling little trucks that 
look like they’re powered by Fred 
Flintstone’s toes.

Facebook is full of young, fresh-
scrubbed biz school grads who 

probably should be told by the 
grownups that postcards take a lot 
longer to get to their destination.

 The old system, said Harbath, 
simply required an email address 
and a fee in exchange for influence 
on Facebook.

I hope the postcards work. We 
should probably be suspicious 
if they come back signed “From 
Russia with love...”
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Priority registration for Brazosport College’s summer and fall semes-
ters begins April 2.

Registration is open for veterans, preapproved honors and dual credit 
students. Students are encouraged to register and pay tuition and fees 
online from their own computers at their convenience. Open registration 
for all students begins on Monday, April 30.

All summer and fall 2017 registration dates are as follows:
• April 2: Veterans, preapproved honors and dual credit students. 
• April 9: Students with 45 or more credits completed.
• April 16: Students with 30 or more credits completed.
• April 23: Students with 15 or more credits completed.
• April 30: Open registration begins.
To register online, students can use Brazosport College’s registration 

system, myBC, which can be found at www.brazosport.edu/mybc.
New students are not immediately eligible for online registration, but 

can start the registration process by applying at www.ApplyTexas.org. 
After the application process is completed, prospective students will be 
emailed a Student I.D. and a PIN number.

For more information, visit www.brazosport.edu/register or call the 
college’s main switchboard at (979) 230-3000. 

Brazosport College registration under wayBride auction cut from Disney’s Pirates of Caribbean rides
Los Angeles Times

The scene of leering pirates 
auctioning off women as brides on 
the Pirates of Caribbean attraction in 

Disneyland will be gone forever next 
month, replaced by a scene consid-
ered less offensive to contemporary 
tastes.

The Anaheim, Calif., resort 
announced last week that it will 
close the ride on April 23 to begin its 
planned makeover, which includes 
replacing the auction scene with a 
depiction of pirates selling the pil-
fered belongings of local townsfolk.

A similar overhaul was completed 
last week at the Magic Kingdom 
Park in Florida. On that ride, a tall 
redheaded woman in a red hat – the 
prized bride in the auction scene 
– has been retained in the new 
scene where she plays a gun-toting 
pirate named Redd.

The Pirates of the Caribbean ride 
at Disneyland Paris was also over-
hauled to remove the bride auction.

In a post last week on the park’s 
blog, Disney officials explained the 
changes by noting that Walt Disney 
himself said he envisioned that 
his theme parks would always be 
changing and evolving.

Tour the MEGA Brain
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

We can always trust God to know and 
respond to our concerns

My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: Why does God answer 
some prayers but ignores 
others? I’m having a hard time 
with this, because I prayed and 
prayed for my wife’s heal-
ing from cancer, but it didn’t 
happen. How do you explain 
this? - L.R.

A: I honestly don’t know why 
God answers some prayers 
exactly the way we want Him to, 
while others He answers with a 
definite “No” or “Not yet.” Some 
day we will understand this, but not 
in this life, at least not completely. 
As the Apostle Paul wrote, “Now 
I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known” (1 
Corinthians 13:12).

But God is not capricious or 
undependable; He is sovereign 
and loving, and He knows what’s 
best for us, even if we can’t see it 
at the time. We also live in a world 

that’s been corrupted by sin, and 
is also under the evil influence of 
Satan and his servants. By His 
death and resurrection, Jesus 
Christ broke Satan’s power, but 
death is still with us, and only at 
the end of time as we know it will 
Satan be completely bound.

What should this mean for us? 
First, it means that we can trust 
God - trust Him with our lives right 
now, and trust Him for eternity. Is 
your faith and trust in Christ?

But I hope it will also remind you 
that in reality your prayers were 
answered, because now your wife 
has been completely healed, and 
is free from all pain and weakness 
she experienced here. 

And some day you will be 
reunited, along with all of God’s 
family, in heaven. Jesus said, “The 
one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; and whoever 
lives by believing in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:
25-26).

Tribune Media Services 

and activities that the youth love. 
Volunteers give one hour per week 
for five to seven sessions, depend-
ing on the program and they get to 
schedule when it fits best in their 
schedule. For more information, call 
Tova Heimeyer at (979) 549-0805 or 
email tova.heimeyer@ja.org

Junior Achievement is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to educating 
students about workforce readi-
ness, entrepreneurship and financial 
literacy, with the goal of empowering 
them to achieve economic success. 
Last year, JA of Brazoria County 
impacted over 8,000 students 
throughout its service area.

For more information about Junior 
Achievement, or to sign up as a vol-
unteer, visit http://www.juniorachieve
ment.org/web/ja-brazoriacounty.org.

(Continued from Page 1)

JA needs you to 
teach students 
about business

At a recent meeting of the Cradle 
of Texas Daughters of the Republic 
of Texas, Michael Bailey, Curator 
at the Brazoria County Historical 
Museum in Angleton, came as 
Governor James Hogg, first 
Texas-born Governor of Texas.  
The meeting was held at the 
historic Gulf Prairie Presbyterian 
Church in Jones Creek.

DAR meeting 
features county 
musem curator

Texas adds jobs, unemployment holds at 4% in Feb.
The Texas economy added 

40,500 seasonally adjusted nonfarm 
jobs in February, which marked 
20 consecutive months of employ-
ment growth. Over the year, Texas 

added 285,200 jobs for an annual 
employment growth rate 2.3 percent 
in February. Texas’ seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate 
remained unchanged at 4.0 percent 

in February and remains below 
the U.S. unemployment rate of 4.1 
percent.

“We are encouraged to see the 
Texas economy continue to expand 
at a solid pace with Texas employ-
ers adding 40,500 jobs over the 
month for a total of 285,200 jobs 
gained over the year,” said TWC 
Chairman Andres Alcantar.

 “Texas’ continued addition of 
jobs demonstrates the competitive 
advantages and market opportuni-
ties available to our employers and 
world-class workforce to compete 
and succeed,” he added

Industries adding jobs in Feb-
ruary included Professional and 
Business Services, which added 
13,200 positions followed by Trade, 
Transportation and Utilities, which 
added 11,800 jobs, and Mining and 
Logging employers added 6,500 
positions.

“Our businesses in Texas con-
tinue to thrive and grow in a strong 
economy, adding 42,800 jobs in 

February,” said Commissioner Ruth 
R. Hughs. “Texas has created an 
environment for success and contin-
ues to support additional business 
expansion for our broad range of 
industry employers.”

The Midland Metropolitan Sta-
tistical Areas (MSA) recorded the 
month’s lowest unemployment rate 
among Texas MSAs with a non-sea-
sonally adjusted rate of 2.5 percent, 
followed by the Amarillo MSA, which 
had the second lowest with a rate of 
2.9 percent. 

The Austin-Round Rock and 
College Station-Bryan MSAs were 
tied for the third lowest rate of 3.0 
percent for February.

“Our state continues to build on 
its successes,” said TWC Commis-
sioner Representing Labor Julian 
Alvarez. “We need to continue 
these efforts in building a better 
prepared workforce by continu-
ing to offer training programs and 
training onsite. Our Skills Develop-
ment Fund provides training grants 
to jobs, businesses and workers 
to fulfill a specific need we see in 
the workforce. We need to solve 
the problem of not having enough 
skilled workers by increasing oppor-
tunities for customizing job-training.”
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Several Friends of Brazoria Wild-
life Refuges members, refuge staff, 
and others are continuing to work 
on the Bobcat Woods Trail Project 
in the San Bernard National Wildlife 
Refuge.  

Work began last spring to remove 
the old, 1,000-foot-long boardwalk.  
Rain, Hurricane Harvey, and other 
issues delayed construction of the 
new boardwalk until February.  

Phase One of the Bobcat Woods 
Trail project will replace the old 
boardwalk and extend the trail to 
create a .65 mile ADA-compliant 
loop trail. To date, the north section 

is complete and work is starting on 
the south section of the trail.  

Composite decking will be used 
on the new boardwalk, and new 
informational signage and benches 
will be added.  

Phase one of the project is 
expected to be completed in time 
for the San Bernard NWR 50th anni-
versary held in conjunction with the 
24th annual Migration Celebration, 
held on the refuge April 21-22. 

Funds raised by A Taste For 
Nature 2015, sponsored by the 
Friends of Brazoria Wildlife Ref-
uges, provided the matching funds 

needed to secure the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife grant for the Bobcat 
Woods trail project.

Friends of Brazoria Wildlife 
Refuges is a volunteer group that 
supports the area refuges.  To learn 

more about the Friends of Brazoria 
Wildlife Refuges, contact Lisa Myers 
at lisamyers@refugefriends.org

Wildlife Refuge trail project update
Phase 1 to be completed in time for Migration Celebration
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At a recent meeting of the Lamar Fontaine #33 Chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, two new members were welcomed to the 
chapter.  From left to right are Shirley Walcik, president; Pam Massingill, 
registrar; and new members Martha Rolen and Abigail Rolen.

Local UDC welcomes new members
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One of the area’s longest-running 
fun runs, the Brazosport College 
Gator Gallop, is gearing up for its 
38th year.

Slated for Saturday, April 7, on 
the campus of Brazosport College, 
the Gator Gallop will consist of a 5K 
run (3.1 miles), a BASF Kid’s Run 
and a one-mile walk/run.

The entry fee for either the 5K 
or one-mile run is $20 or $25 for 
participation in both races. For BC 

students, entry fee is $15 for the 
5K and $20 for both the 5K and 
one-mile run. The BASF Kids Run 
is free.

Check-in for the race begins at 
6:30 a.m. The one-mile race/walk 
begins at 7:30 a.m., followed by the 
BASF Kids Run at 7:45 a.m. and the 
5K Gallop at 8 a.m.

Participants can register at 
Brazosport.edu/gatorgallop. Or, call 
(979) 230-3355.

BC Gator Gallop scheduled for April 7

Runners take off from the starting line during the 2017 Gator Gallop 5K race.

THE BENEFITS OF RUNNING
• Runners have increased lung capacity from logging mile after mile. 

Those strong lungs come in handy if you ever find yourself on the other side 
of the race as a spectator. 

• Regular running builds up your tolerance to germs, which results in fewer 
minor illnesses.

• If you want to lose weight, running burns mega-calories. 
• Running boosts the brain’s serotonin levels, which make you calmer and 

more relaxed.
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would not fail at the same time. That 
would be very unlucky.

I learned to backup the backup 
early in the game when computers 
were big and bulky, and memory 
was expensive.

I used to store all my Bulletin 
articles to a subsequent issue on 
a floppy disk (not the big bendable 
ones, but the later version) so that 
if something happened to the hard 
drive, I would still have all my data 
for the next issue.

Well, my daughter, Stephanie, 
who was four at the time, decided 
to “fix” my floppy drive with a No. 
2 pencil right before deadline, and 
that plan flew right out the window. I 
had to run to the nearest geek store 
and buy a new floppy drive, install it 
and finish the paper.

That’s the last time she was 
allowed close to the floppy drive 
until she was old enough to realize 
that you can’t destroy daddy’s com-
puter on deadline.

(I hope you are reading this, 
Stephanie? I worked it into another 
column.)

As we became more computer-
savvy, I learned how to do a lot of 
my own tech work, which saved  
time and money. But once I bought 
that super-duper (for its time) Dell 
laptop, I put on the brakes because 
that’s all I really needed.

Publishing programs are not that 
memory-demanding, and the Dell 
could handle them just fine.

Newspaper publishing used to be 

all about the machines. Production 
was expensive because the early-
day computers had a high price 
tag. Before that, it was even more 
expensive because typesetting 
machines took up a lot of room and 
broke down frequently. Then you 
needed space for paste-up tables. It 
was cumbersome.

Now it all takes place inside 
computers that have become very 
inexpensive compared to the good 
old days. Upgrading computers 
is no longer a question of money. 
Anyone can buy one and load in 
some software.

But not everyone can go past 
that in the world of publishing. It’s a 
tough business still, more now  than 
ever. 

But we’re still here, turning out 
issue after issue, except now it’s 
done with a brand new machine, a 
fancy one with more memory and 
speed than I’ll ever need.

What can I say? It was a good 
buy. I couldn’t resist. And, as much 
as I hate switching machines (there 
is always something that is miss-
ing), it was about due time.

I’m thinking about opening up 
a Bulletin computer museum one 
day. I still have the first laptop I ever 
used and all others. I don’t know 
what happened to the early-day 
mainframe computers. I blew one 
up, I remember that, but the rest are 
somewhere around here.

Enjoy this issue, dear reader. I 
enjoyed putting it together for you 
on my new computing machine.

The  Bulletin now exists in a newer 
computing machine, but change is hard 

(Continued from Page 1)
lines resulted in a 15-day period in 
which we were without electricity for 
seven days and without water for 
14 days.

Some memories involve emo-
tional roller-coasters. We swayed to 
oldies as we optimistically painted 
the new room that we intended to 
be “the nursery.” Multiple miscar-
riages turned it into “the spare room 
for cramming junk into.” But our 
prayers were answered, and the 
room is now the “teen cave” of the 
aforementioned Gideon.

Our location still has drawbacks. 
I haven’t toured the backyard shed 
in 15 years because of fear of 
rattlesnakes. We lost several TV 
channels when the switch to digital 
was completed. And my wife and I 
are practically bigamists -- because 
we’re also married to our LANDLINE 
PHONE, since we are in a Verizon 
dead zone.

Despite the aggravations, there 
have been advantages. The hillside 
has shielded us from many a storm. 
Even with bad fences, we have 
good neighbors. (Sorry, Robert 
Frost.) Crime has been limited to 
a few smashed mailboxes. (We’ve 
noticed that 90 percent of the crime 
in town seems to occur within two 
blocks of our old apartment.)

Furthermore, we’ve had only two 
four-legged friends killed by motor-
ists in the quarter-century span. And 
if we had settled anywhere else, we 
would never have known the love 
of the cherished stray pets who 
adopted us.

The house and I have an 
understanding. I know that - despite 
numerous improvements - it is at its 
core a 1934 sharecropper’s shack 
and not the Biltmore Estate. (“Our 
house is a very, very, very adequate 
house...”)

And the house trusts me to take 
care of the Big Stuff (replace broken 
windows, watch for loose shingles, 
call the volunteer fire department if 
necessary), but knows that I don’t 
always have the time, energy or 
money to PAMPER it or the sur-

roundings.
My house - my home - is a refuge 

for curling up with a good book or 
filling out a Sunday School lesson 
or helping with a school project or 
introducing a new generation to 
“The Andy Griffith Show.” 

Keeping up with the Joneses or 
slavishly performing total make-
overs every time there’s a new issue 

of “Better Homes and Gardens” 
- those are the ANTITHESIS of life.

Me? I hope I’ll be granted another 
25 years to do a heap o’ livin’ right 
here.

Copyright 2018 Danny Tyree. 
Danny welcomes email responses 
at tyreetyrades@aol.com and visits 
to his Facebook fan page “Tyree’s 
Tyrades.”

It’s not just a house; It’s our home with lots of memories

Deal of the week: Inex-
pensive advertising that 
works is our specialty. 

Call (979) 849-5407.

(Continued from Page 1)
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DID YOU KNOW?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Be focused and resolute 
about the way you handle assets. You might have an 
opportunity to utilize cash assets for a good purpose. Be 
sure your purposes are pure in the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Loosen up your grasp. 
Overprotective or possessive attitudes won’t sit well with 
loved ones or business contacts. Steer clear of schemes 
and new investments as the week unfolds.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your mind may 
wander when doing routine jobs or repetitive chores. 
Abandon creative pursuits this week in favor of punching 
in the numbers and balancing the books.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Been there, done 
that, got the T-shirt. There might not be anything new to 
explore, but that won’t stop you from being passionate. 
Focus on shared experiences this week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Stand on your own 
two feet. You may struggle to handle competitive people 
early in the week. Don’t let someone convince you to do 
something against your better judgment.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Fake it until you make it. 
Your confidence might be at a low point, but you can put 
on a good front. Avoid making crucial decisions without 
solid facts and figures in the week to come.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World On This Day
             APRIL 3
In 1860 the first pony express 

service began.
In 1882 outlaw Jesse James was 

shot in the back by Bob Ford, one of 
his own gang members, reportedly 
for a $10,000 reward.

In 1936 Bruno Hauptmann was 
electrocuted for the kidnapping and 
murder of the Lindbergh baby.

              APRIL 4
In 1818 Congress adopted a U.S. 

flag with one star for each state.
In 1841 President William Henry 

Harrison died from pneumonia, one 
month after his inauguration.

In 1968 Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was assassinated.

In 1973 the ribbon was cut to 
open the World Trade Center in 
New York City.

             APRIL 5
In 1792 George Washington cast 

the first presidential veto.
In 1887 Anne Sullivan makes 

the breakthrough to Helen Keller 
by spelling “water” in the manual 
alphabet.

In 1951 Julius and Ethel Rosen-
berg were sentenced to death for 
giving away atomic secrets to the 
Russians.

In 1955 Winston Churchill 

resigned as prime minister of 
Britain.

            APRIL 6
In 1830 Joseph Smith and five 

others organized the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 
Fayette, New York.

In 1862 the Battle of Shiloh in the 
American Civil War began.

In 1896 first modern Olympic 
Games opened in Athens, Greece.

In 1909 Robert Peary and Mat-
thew Henson became the first to 
reach the North Pole.

In 1917 the U.S. declared war on 
Germany and entered World War I.

              APRIL 7
In 1913 5,000 suffragists march 

to the Capitol in Washington, D.C., 
seeking the vote for women.

In 1927 U.S. secretary of com-
merce Herbert Hoover’s Washington 
speech was seen and heard in New 
York in the first long-distance televi-
sion transmission.

In 1943 LSD was first produced 
at Sandoz Laboratorie in Basil, 
Switzerland, by Albert Hoffman.

             APRIL 8
In 1913 the 17th Amendment was 

ratified, requiring the direct election 
of U.S. senators by popular vote 
rather than by the state legislators.

In 1946 the League of Nations 
assembled for the last time.

In 1973 Artist Pablo Picasso died.
In 1986 actor Clint Eastwood was 

elected mayor of Carmel, California.
In 1992 tennis ace Arthur Ashe 

announced that he had AIDS.
             APRIL 9
In 1865 Gen. Robert E. Lee sur-

rendered to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant 
at Appomattox Court House.

In 1914 the first full-color film, The 
World, The Flesh and the Devil, was 
shown in London.

In 1959 NASA announced the 
selection of America’s first astro-
nauts, including Alan Shepard and 
John Glenn.

In 2003 American Marines pulled 
down Saddam Hussein’s statue in 
Baghdad after U.S. commanders 
declared his rule ended.

In 1992 tennis ace Arthur Ashe 
announced that he had AIDS.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Watch your step. Keep 
your temper under control in the early part of the week 
when you could clash with someone over money. Some 
romantic moments, however, may be especially sweet.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You may think you 
have all the answers, but someone else might have 
done more homework. A confrontation or dispute may 
take you down a few pegs in the week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You’re only as young as 
you feel. You could drown in imaginative ideas or spend 
too much time in daydreams. Clear communication is 
the key to happiness in the week to come.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Be sympathetic toward 
those who are burdened with unpleasant routines in the 
week ahead. Some things are cheaper by the dozen or 
in bulk; focus on an efficient use of resources. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Read the fine print. Your 
financial future might depend upon minute details that 
are indicated by an asterisk at the bottom of the page. 
Make sure you calculate risks accurately this week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The lottery is a tax on 
those who are bad at math. Don’t take chances on 
risky financial projects in the week ahead or waste your 
money on something with poor odds.

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: DAISY  HARSH  IMPEDE  SHRINK
Answer: The husband and wife who owned the funeral home had two cars, -- HIS AND HEARSE

There’s a chance that an asteroid 
the size of the Empire State Building 
will smack into Earth on September 
21, 2135 (117 years from now) 
– NASA is working on a plan to stop 
it. Most of us will miss it, though.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Splitting target
5 Taqueria adjective
10 Heavy wind?
14 Splitting
16 Author Blyton
17 Degree seekers
18 Hendrix hairdo
19 Alert follower, perhaps
20 They may be spilled

22 Reason for many a school 
absence
24 “In __, I know not why I am so 
sad”: “The Merchant of Venice”
25 ‘90s Philippine president Fidel
28 JAMA subscribers
30 It merged with SAG in 2012
32 Cal’s “East of Eden” brother
33 1996 Richard Gere thriller
35 Nigerian native

36 Some vents
37 GPS suggestion
38 Premium Scotch choice
40 Enthusiastic
41 Flummoxed
42 Blues with sticks: Abbr.
43 Performed, in Shakespeare
44 __ scheme
46 “The Other Side of Oz” autobi-
ographer
48 Buddy
50 Sticks around
54 Eclectic magazine
55 Hardly a light six-pack?
57 Staple in 
48-Down
58 NYC saloon featured in a 2000 
film
59 The Stans were among them: 
Abbr.
60 Ministers
61 Chinese menu possessive

DOWN
1 Essentials
2 Corner
3 Santa Ynez Valley prefix
4 Badger State city
5 Help, in Le Havre
6 Percussion staples
7 G-man
8 Union requirement
9 Church areas
10 Detach, in a way
11 Free
12 Demographers’ concerns
13 Flaps
15 Highland attire
21 Barbecue supply
23 Like much property
25 Mrs. Gorbachev
26 Resolves, as a contract dispute
27 Still runner
29 Detect vulnerability
31 Isn’t for you?
33 Baltimore bard
34 Wall adornment
36 Beast of burden
39 Springs with steam
40 18th-dynasty Egyptian pharaoh
43 Crowded
45 Make official
47 Goes through carefully
48 57-Across sellers
49 High wind?
51 Lines of thought?
52 Pull up stakes, informally
53 Stone and others
56 Preserves, for keeps: Abbr.
(c)2018 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
APE  SEAL  LION  WOLF  MOLE  OTTER  CAMEL  WHALE  MOOSE  MOUSE
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• An analyst at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch claims that Apple is 
working on a flexible iPhone that 
you’ll be able to fold if you need to 
make space.

• Police can detain anyone for 
reasonable suspicion, but someone 
making a citizen’s arrest can get 
sued or arrested for making a false 
arrest.

• “100 Years—The Movie You Will 

Never See,” starring John Malkovich 
and directed by Robert Rodriguez, 
won’t be in theaters until 2115.

• Not all numbers are in the public 
domain — it’s illegal to own and 
distribute certain prime numbers 
used for encryption.

• For the first Three Stooges 
short, “Woman Haters,” Larry, 
Curly, and Moe were paid $1,000 a 
week—split three ways.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

DID YOU KNOW?
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April 7 
April 21, May 5

9am - 3pm

New discovery could block flu entirely
The San Diego Union-Tribune

Scientists led by a UC San Diego 
chemist reported progress recently 
in researching a universal flu drug, 
effective regardless of the strain.

Seth Cohen, a UCSD profes-
sor and co-founder of San Diego’s 
Forge Therapeutics, said the drug 
inhibits a critical viral enzyme by 
jamming molecular machinery 
common to all strains. It could 
reduce the flu’s severity or perhaps 
block it completely.

The drug blocks an enzyme con-
taining the metal manganese. Such 
metalloenzymes form the basis of 
Forge’s technology, which is cur-
rently directed toward developing 
antibiotics, not antivirals.

“This enzyme is a component that 
allows the virus to steal the cellular 
machinery, so that the virus can 
reproduce using the human cells,” 
Cohen said. The drug interrupts this 
process by binding to the manga-
nese ions.

While the results were only 
observed in lab testing of the viral 
enzyme, called RNA polymerase, 
further development in animal test-
ing and eventually humans appears 
feasible, Cohen said.

UCSD retains the rights to the 
technology, so Forge or another 
company would need to license it to 
bring it to the market.

The results were presented at the 
255th National Meeting & Exposition 
of the American Chemical Society 
in New Orleans. The drug is a modi-
fied version of another compound 
Forge developed.

The original compound bound to 
one of two manganese ions in the 
enzyme. The new version binds to 
both, making it much more effective, 
Cohen said.

Next, the effectiveness of the 
enzyme inhibitor needs to be tested 
against the entire virus, not just the 
enzyme. If the virus cannot mutate 
to bypass the drug, it should be 
effective therapeutically.

Another enzyme-inhibiting drug, 
baloxavir marboxil, is already on the 
market in Japan under the brand 
name Xofluza. It acts like Tamiflu, 
but can be taken once a day, com-
pared to twice a day for Tamiflu.

Tamiflu works by a different 
mechanism, inhibiting a viral surface 
protein. So Xofluza and other RNA 
polymerase inhibitors represent a 
new approach to flu antivirals.
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