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The 20th annual Migration Celebration will be April 12 
and 13 at the San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge located 
on County Road 306 near FM 2918.  

Saturday  events will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
Sunday events will be from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  All events 
are free and include many activities for children and adults.  
This is an opportunity for the entire family to enjoy a day of 
nature.

The “Birds of Prey” show will again be featured and is 
always a favorite for children and adults.  Other activities 
include marsh buggy tours of the refuge, van birding tours, 
bird banding, kayaking, butterfly encounter tent, and photo 
contest exhibit.

Activities for children include youth fishing, water levels 
permitting, archery, hands-on with alligators, snakes, and 
other critters, microscope lab, animal footprints and many 
other hands-on nature activities. For more information and 
directions to the refuge, visit www.migrationcelebration.org.

Migration Celebration April 12-13

John Toth
Editor and Publisher

When Malaysian Flight 370 disap-
peared several weeks ago, it was the 
beginning of a cable news feeding 
frenzy of enormous proportions.

I don’t mind a 
little aggressive 
reporting. I’ve 
done it myself 
back in my days 
with the Houston 
Chronicle, but 
cable news has 
it down to a sci-
ence.

For weeks they speculated 
about what happened to the plane, 
regurgitating all kinds of possibilities. 
Cable news personalities became 
instant experts on what could have 
brought the Boeing 777 down, if it 
was brought down.

Then came the hired experts who 
speculated even more, as the days 
went on, and the search failed to turn 
up even a lone seat cushion.

My favorite hype example was 
generated by Wolf Blitzer at CNN. He 
was loaded for bear as he interviewed 
one of the pilots participating in the 
search.

Blitzer has been known to get his 
dander up as he attempts to blow 
something out of proportion. In this 
case, though, I could see that he was 
struggling to make news where there 
was none.

He was grasping for questions and 
then came out with a doozie.

“What do you think happened to 
Flight 370?” he asked.

The pilot was nice enough to give 
him a polite “I don’t know.”

What was he going to say, Wolf? 
The guy is flying four hours to the 
search site, searching for two hours 
and then flying four hours back to 
base. I think he has his hands full with 
that searching task stuff.

“Wolf, I think that a UFO picked up 
the entire bunch, and they are now in 
another galaxy on a planet inhabited 

ROUNDABOUT

Feeding frenzy 
over airliner
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Deal of the week: Inexpensive advertising that works is 
our specialty. Call (979) 849-5407 and see for yourself.

ABOUT US

John and Sharon Toth, 
Owners and Publishers

Since July 4, 1994
THE BULLETIN is distrib-

uted each Tuesday by J&S 
Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases to 
bulletin94@yahoo.com. Faxed or 
mailed announcements are no 
longer accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-5407. 
Advertising and news release 
deadline is 5 p.m.Tuesday.

Our 20th year of publishing!

Full or part time leasing assistant position 
available for reliable, friendly, self-motivated 

individual with customer service skills.

Email resume to angletonmanor@usrgroup.com, 
or serious inquiries can apply at 1100 Buchta Rd. 

and bring resume.

Help wanted: Leasing Assistant

       L E G A L  N O T I C E
Application has been made with 

the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for Mixed Beverage Permit 
(MB), Food and Beverage Certificate 
(FB), and Beverage Cartage Permit 
(PE), by Janice Lee Smithhart, 
operating as Smithhart’s Grill, to be 
located at 2440 N Velasco, Angleton, 
Brazoria County, Texas.

YEAH, I’LL MOVE IT WHEN I’M GOOD AND READY: A man left his car 
in a parking garage in Chongqing, China, for a few weeks only to find, upon 
his return, that the building had been demolished around the vehicle. The 
car was left sitting in the same space which was about seven feet above the 
street with no way to drive it out. All drivers had been notified of the coming 
demolition, but the guy said he “didn’t realize it was so urgent.” He is looking 
into building a ramp.

AAAWK! AND I’LL TESTIFY AGAINST HIM IN COURT! AAAWK! Police 
arrested a man for drunk driving in Mexico City after they pulled him over 
at an alcohol checkpoint, and the man’s pet parrot said, “He’s drunk. He’s 
drunk.”

OH, I’D BETTER PICK SOMETHING UP FOR THE WIFE, TOO: A man 
was arrested for shoplifting at the Boynton Beach Mall in Florida after he 
stole $339 worth of drill kits and a pair of women’s panties.

HERE I AM! A 19-year-old woman showed up at court in Edwardsville, 
Ill., for a probation hearing on her burglary conviction on the wrong date, 
drunk, and carrying her baby.

I’M GONNA PAR-TAY LIKE THERE’S NO TOMORROW: A 34-year-old 
man who was informed that he needs a liver transplant to survive went to 
a bar in Scranton, Pa., with his wife, who then started drinking heavily and 
buying drinks for many others. He then started “aggressively” flirting with 
other women, and soliciting them to join the couple for a threesome. People 
complained, and police involvement resulted.

WHERE’D ALL THESE COPS COME FROM: Three men attempted to 
stage a robbery at the Grand Central Mall in Vienna, W. Va., near the food 
court where 26 police officers happened to be participating in a training 
class. It didn’t last long.

SMILE, DIMWIT: A man who burglarized a car in Lafitte, La., noticed a 
surveillance camera on a nearby home. So he ripped the camera down, but 
not before it recorded very clear images of his face, which will no doubt be 
presented at his trial.

HONEY, YOU’RE MAKING A SCENE: A woman was arrested for 
attacking her boyfriend at their Lake County, Fla., home, then smashing the 
windows of his van while she was drunk and naked.

Retired county teachers to meet April 4
Brazoria County Retired Teachers Association will meet on Friday, April 4, at 

11:15 a.m., at Bethel Presbyterian Church in East Columbia. The program will 
be the Annual Style Show by Madeline’s of West Columbia featuring models 
from BCRTA.  For information, or to make a lunch reservation, call Becky 
Gaconnet at (979) 345-5060 by Wednesday, April 2.

New report blames speed, tires in crash that killed Paul Walker
By Richard Winton
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — The high-
performance Porsche that “Fast & 
Furious” actor Paul Walker was riding 
in was traveling up to 93 mph when it 
crashed and burst into flames, killing 
him and the driver, an L.A. County 
Sheriff’s investigation has found.

The rate of speed was deter-
mined using surveillance videos and 
electronic data retrieved from the 
car’s computers with the help of the 
car maker.

That would mean that the 2005 
Porsche Carrera GT, driven by 
Walker’s friend, Roger Rodas, was 
traveling about twice the 45 mph limit 
when it crashed Nov. 30 on a curvy 

road in a Santa Clarita business 
park.

Investigators also determined that 
a pair of 9-year-old tires contrib-
uted to the crash, not a mechanical 
failure. There was no evidence of 
any car system failures, such as the 
brakes, according to the report.

Rodas was a veteran race car 
driver, but the speed into a tight 
curve proved too much, investigators 
with the sheriff’s department and 
California Highway Patrol found.

An earlier L.A. County coroner’s 
report had pegged the speed as 

being more than 100 mph, but the 
traffic analysis in the recent report 
determined it was a bit slower.

Walker and Rodas were killed 
almost instantly, succumbing to 
multiple traumatic injuries and a fire 
that quickly consumed the car.

Walker died of “severe blunt head, 
neck and chest trauma,” sustaining 
a broken arm, wrist, jaw and ribs, 
according to the coroner’s report. 
The fire burned his body beyond 
recognition.

Rodas suffered similar injuries and 
a fractured skull.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed notices, but do 

not accept faxed notices or notices sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert them here for publication.

EATING OUR WAY TO THE TOP
Q.  How did we humans dethrone 

the classic “king of the beasts” to 
become the kings ourselves?

A.  By eating our way to the top of 
the heap, speculates Lars Werdelin 
of the Swedish Museum of Natural 
History, as reported in “Scientific 
American” magazine. Based on 
fossil records of African carnivores, 
evidence suggests that lions, 
hyenas and other large-bodied 
carnivores roaming eastern Africa 
today are only a small fraction of 
those that used to exist. “Intrigu-
ingly, the decline of these carnivores 
began around the same time that 
early ‘homo’ started eating more 
meat, thus entering into competi-
tion with the carnivores.”  So early 
human behavior may have led to 
the extinction of many of these 
beasts, starting more than two 
million years ago, before Homo 
sapiens came on the scene. 

The rise of this new meat-eater 
would have triggered many changes 
all the way down the food chain, 
affecting not just the prey animals 
but also the plants they ate and 
radically transforming the ecosys-
tem.  In this sense, “the smoking 
gun in the case of the disappearing 
carnivores will turn up not among 
the remains of our hominin ances-
tors or the large carnivores them-

selves, but among the remnants of 
herbivores and plants whose world 
was upended when Homo devel-
oped a taste for meat.”
ROUND RULES

Q.  Why are pancakes round?
A.  For the same reason a rain-

drop is round.  Molecules within a 
liquid – be it water or pancake batter 
– tug on one another, giving rise to 
a cohesive force called surface ten-
sion.  This tension pulls in all direc-
tions, ironing out peaks and valleys 
and keeping the surface of the liquid 
smooth.  And the smoothest surface 
containing a given volume of water 
or pancake batter is a round one.  
Interestingly, in an orbiting space-
craft, a glob of pancake batter 
would adopt a spherical shape but 
here on Earth gravity flattens it into 
the familiar disk.  
SECRETS OF FLYING

Q.  What did Wilbur Wright know 
about propellers in 1902 that just 
about no one else did?

A.  Orville and Wilbur Wright were 
of course the ones who achieved 
the first self-propelled flight of an 
airplane in 1903, says Louis Bloom-
field in “How Everything Works.”  
Before then, propellers were “little 
more than rotating paddles, more 
effective at stirring the air than pro-
pelling the plane.”  But Wilbur was 

the first person to recognize that a 
propeller is actually an assembly of 
rotating wings.

For a plane to obtain lift, it needs 
airspeed; air must flow across its 
wings.  A propeller’s turning blades 
create lift in the forward direction, 
pushing the engine and the aircraft 
forward through the air.

Wilbur’s aerodynamically 
redesigned propeller made flight 
possible and that propeller itself 
dominated aircraft design for a 
decade.
CHANGING MESSAGE DELIVERY

Q.  First there was the spoken 
word, then it was carried as a 
newspaper extra, followed by a 
steamboat on the Potomac, later 
a train, moving pictures, then 
telephone, and more recently televi-
sion, webcasts and tweeting.  The 
original historic March 4 date gave 
way to Jan. 20  What messages are 
being referred to here?

A.  Time and technology have 
certainly changed how we see and 
hear the U.S. presidential inaugural 
address, says Randy Alfred, editor 
of “Mad Science.”  When Washing-
ton was inaugurated in 1789, “his 
words could be heard no farther 
than his unaided voice could project 
them, and they could be carried no 
faster than the decree of an ancient 
Roman or Persian emperor had 
been.”  From 1793 to 1893, Inaugu-
ration Day was March 4, thereafter 
moving to Jan. 20.

Some inauguration firsts include:
*  Jefferson, 1801, newspaper 

extra
*  Monroe, 1817, steamboat
*  Van Buren, 1837, B&O Railroad 
*  Polk, 1845, telegraph (inventor 

Samuel Morse tapped out the news 
to places as far away as Baltimore)

*  Cleveland, 1885, long-distance 
telephone

*  McKinley, 1897, moving 
pictures

*  Coolidge, 1925, live on 24 radio 
stations

*  Truman, 1949, national TV
*  Kennedy, 1961, color TV
*  Reagan, 1981, world’s first 

telecast with live, closed-caption 
subtitles for the hearing-impaired

*  Clinton, 1997, webcast
*  Obama, 2009, tweeted
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 

Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Google “waiter” and see what happens...

Microsoft plans to pull Windows XP support on April 8
By Brandon Bailey
San Jose Mercury News (MCT)

Are you ready for the “XP Apoca-
lypse” on April 8?

That’s when Microsoft Corp. plans 
to stop issuing security updates for 
the aging, but still-popular XP version 
of its flagship Windows operating 
system, which by some estimates is 
still running on nearly one in three 
personal computers in homes and 
offices around the world, along with 
some bank ATMs and other commer-
cial systems.

Security experts say those 
machines will become significantly 
more vulnerable to viruses, spyware 

and other malicious hacks once 
Microsoft withdraws its support. No 
one’s predicting a Mayan-style cata-
clysm, but if you’re still using XP, here 
are some things to consider.

Microsoft started selling XP back 
in 2001 — long before the much-
maligned Vista and two subsequent 
versions known as Windows 7 and 
Windows 8.

The company says it’s already 
overextended the natural life cycle of 
XP, while newer versions of Windows 
offer better security and performance, 
especially when it comes to newer 
Web services and touch-enabled 
programs.

Even so, many consumers, busi-
nesses and government agencies 
have seen no reason to replace XP 
on their desktop and laptop comput-
ers, according to research firm Net-
MarketShare, which says XP powers 
nearly 30 percent of all personal com-
puters worldwide. Others estimate 
200 million or more XP users.

“XP is a solid operating system. 
People are used to it. They’ve got 
other software that’s compatible with 
it. And all their stuff is on it,” said 
Kevin McGuire, who owns the Bay 
Area Computerman repair shop in 
San Jose, Calif. “I still have comput-
ers running XP in my shop.”
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W  A  N  T  E  D
Be one of only SIX FOUR inground swimming pools to be sold & built in se-

lected zip codes to act as references in this area.  This offer is from a 43 year
old swimming pool manufacturing company expanding in your area.

WE OFFER:  100% financing (on approved credit)
A LIFETIME Warranty - Special Discounts

Average 7 day installation
CALL 1-800-324-7665 & ask for MR. MILLER
Monday - Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm or visit our website @

www.americanfiberglasspools.com

Abandoned 27 years ago, ‘Burger King Baby’ finds her mother
By Kevin Amerman
The Morning Call (Allentown, Pa.) (MCT)

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — Less than 
three weeks after a plea for her 
birth mother to come forward blazed 
through media outlets across the 
globe, Katheryn Deprill has met the 
woman who abandoned her 27 years 
ago in a Pennsylvania Burger King 
restaurant.

Deprill, known as the “Burger King 
Baby,” got a lifetime of questions 
answered when she met her mother 
Monday. It was the first time the two 
had contact since the mother, who 
has remained in the Lehigh Valley, 
left Deprill at the Allentown restaurant 
on Sept. 15, 1986.

“Oh my God, I’m so excited!” 
Deprill said Tuesday. “I have literally 
not wiped the smile off my face. I 
never in a million years thought I’d 
find her.

“It’s definitely the best scenario 

possible,” Deprill said. “She’s very 
normal. She’s very sweet.”

Deprill confirmed to The Morn-
ing Call on Tuesday that she had 
finally met her mother, but she said 
she wanted it to be her final media 
interview. She said she’s been blitzed 
by media requests since she took to 
Facebook on March 2, looking for her 
birth mother.

Deprill’s mother, who doesn’t want 
to be identified, went to Allentown 
attorney John Waldron for advice on 
how to handle the situation on March 
13 — 11 days after Deprill publicly 
launched her search.

Waldron arranged a meeting 
between the mother and daughter at 
his office.

Deprill showed up Monday with her 
youngest of three sons, 7-month-old 
Jackson, and her adoptive mother. 
Her birth mother showed up with her 
husband.

“It was pure shock to see it was 
actually her standing there,” Deprill 
said. “The first thing I got was my hug 
that I wanted.”

“Everyone hugged,” Waldron 
added. “It brought tears to your eyes.”

For hours, Deprill was able to ask 
the questions she had wanted to for 
decades: Why did you leave me? 
What is my heritage? Do you have 
any health problems I should know 
about?

“It was emotional and dramatic,” 
Waldron said.

Waldron said the mother explained 
she became pregnant when she 
was raped in a foreign country by 
a stranger during a family vacation 
when she was 16. Ashamed and 
embarrassed, he said, she hid the 
pregnancy. The mother, according 
to Waldron, said she gave birth in 
her bedroom at age 17 without her 
parents knowing about it.
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Eleven middle and high school 
students from the Angleton area 
pitched their business ideas before 
a panel of 16 real-life investors to 
compete for funding at the Second 
Annual Young Entrepreneurs Acad-
emy (YEA!) Investor Panel Presen-
tation Event at the Angleton Junior 
High School.

The students presented before 
representatives from some of the 
area’s biggest companies as well as 
an audience filled with family, friends 

and members of the community, for 
the opportunity to gain funding for 
their original ideas - that could be the 
next big thing!

This year’s YEA! class is com-
prised of public and home schooled 
students from the Angleton area and 
beyond. The Investor Panel Event 
is one of the program’s three “big 
events” that take place over the 
duration of the nine-month program.

On Thursday night, the Investor 
Panel donated monetary contribu-

tions and in-kind donations, as well 
as their support and encouragement 
in their belief that they too can make 
a job - not take a job - at any age!

Students will now begin market-
ing and selling their products and 
services, and preparing for the YEA! 
Trade Show to showcase their goods 
to the general public.  The Trade 
Show will be held on Saturday, May 
17 from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the 
Angleton Walmart.  This event is free 
and open to the public.

YEA! students pitch business ideas to potential investors

Alvin Community College hosts Open House Event on April 10
Alvin Community College students, 

faculty and staff will highlight the 
college’s many programs during the 
annual Open House event on April 10 

at the Nolan Ryan Center.
The Open House provides the 

public and potential students a 
chance to learn about ACC and what 

it can offer to those seeking higher 
education. ACC employees and 
students will host booths at the event 
to give information and demonstrate 
the skills taught in their programs.

The Open House will feature 
faculty and advisors, information on 
Financial Aid, scholarships, campus 
tours, student services and many 
student clubs and organizations.

The activities will begin at 4 p.m. 
at the Nolan Ryan Center. The event 
also will have free food, several fun 
activities and giveaways. Students 
can enter to win scholarships and 
door prizes with drawings held 
throughout the event.

For more information visit 
alvincollege.edu or call (281) 756-
3500.

Baseball Hall of Famer Nolan Ryan will be the guest speaker at the 2014 
Alvin Community College Foundation Author’s Luncheon on May 28 at the 
Nolan Ryan Center.

Tickets for the event are $75, and sponsored tables are $1,000.
The Author’s Luncheon is held each year to benefit ACC student scholar-

ships, staff development and community enrichment programs.
The luncheon will begin at 11:30 a.m. For ticket reservations call (281) 756-

3600.
The Alvin native and ACC alumnus will speak about his upcoming book The 

Beef and Barbecue Cookbook: recipes from a Texas kitchen. He will be part of 
a panel at the event that will also include President of Nolan Ryan Beef Charlie 
Bradbury, Texas Ranger Executive Chef Cristobal Vazquez and Houston Astros 
President and Nolan’s son Reid Ryan.

ACC Foundation Hosts Author’s Luncheon
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By Steve Bucci
Bankrate.com (MCT)

QUESTION: A few years back, I 
had a credit card as well as a credit 
line with a store. I had an outstand-
ing debt for some time, though I was 
eventually able to pay it. Now, on 
my credit report, those debts appear 
as “charged off.” This should not be 
possible. I paid them off! Is there 
anything I can do, or do I have to pay 
those debts again?

—E.S.
ANSWER: Thanks 

for an excellent question. Many 
people don’t understand the jargon 
used in credit reporting and, as a 
result, can’t tell where they stand. 
What does “charged off” mean? The 
term refers to taking a delinquent 
account off of the creditor’s books. 
Your original loan was an asset to the 
creditor. The loan was charged off 
as a loss when you got so far behind 
in payments that the accountants 
doubted you’d ever pay. You did pay, 
and that’s great. But that doesn’t 
change what already happened. At 
one point, your debt was charged 
off, and your credit report is accu-
rate in reflecting that. It’ll show the 
charged-off debt for seven years from 
the date it first went into continuous 
delinquency.

Paying off the charged-off debt 
may not help your past, but it does 
help your future. First off, you will not 
have to pay again. Secondly, there 
is a lot you can still do to help your 
present and future credit.

Your credit report is used in many 
ways. It can help decide whether to 
loan you money, rent you an apart-
ment, hire you at a new company, 
promote you at an existing job, or 
issue you an insurance policy. Your 
report, like millions of others, has a 

blemish on it. But since most of us 
make mistakes or hit a rough patch 
in life from time to time, this isn’t the 
end of the world.

Your particular blemish can’t be 
erased until seven years has passed, 
but it can be covered over. By that I 
mean you can add positive informa-
tion to your credit report which, along 
with the passage of time, will offset 
any negative effect. Plus, the fact 

that you did eventually 
pay what you owed will 
tell anyone viewing your 

credit report that you did make good 
on your promise to pay. It shows that 
you keep your commitments even 
when it is difficult to do so.

You should begin to see some 
improvement two years after the 
accounts were charged off. Adding 
positive information to your credit 
report will help improve your credit 
even faster. Paying your existing 
credit accounts on time and as 
agreed will mean positive information 
is added each month to your credit 
report. Keeping your credit card bal-
ances below 50 percent of your credit 
limit is another way to boost your 
credit score.

Now that you’ve put this problem 
behind you, I want you to make sure 
it doesn’t happen again. To keep 
life’s financial bumps from causing as 
much damage in the future, I recom-
mend you aggressively save money 
in an emergency savings account. 
Try to save enough for six to 12 
months of living expenses. That will 
allow you to make payments on your 
credit accounts during temporary 
interruptions in income. It can also 
help you pay a large, unexpected 
expense without blowing up your 
credit.

Good luck!

Debt Adviser

What does ‘charged off’ mean?

by little green people with one eye.”
That would have been a great 

answer.
CNN’s favorite words while cover-

ing the disappearance have been 
“speculation” and “vanishing.”  They 
must have repeated “speculation” 
hundreds of times, as they warned 
against it while actually doing it.

I am not picking on CNN. Fox and 
MSNBC also are guilty, as well as the 
tabloids.

The story itself begs for this type 
of coverage. A mega story that 
generates a lot of air time but not 
much new for weeks gets this type 
of treatment from the majority of the 
media. We have seen it before and 
will see it again.

Why is the news business 
obsessed? It’s a terrifying story with 
lots of drama until it is resolved. Then 
there is more drama as the relatives 
start weeping on camera.

They cannot weep in private 
because dozens of cameras follow 
their every move.

Fox’s experts were betting that 
the plane was hijacked to Iran. The 
plane then could be used as a way 
to deliver a nuclear weapon and 
crash it into a major U.S. city. But, 
the expert said that he didn’t want to 
“speculate.”

“Someone wanted that airplane. 
You’re not going to fly into the Indian 

Ocean to crash it,” the expert specu-
lated.

I wanted to hear some interesting 
UFO speculation, but either I missed 
it, or the experts would not venture 
that far. The hijacking to Iran was far 
enough.

News Corp. CEO Rupert Murdoch, 
the ultimate boss at Fox, took to 
his twitter to also speculate on the 
whereabouts of the plane, noting 
that it has been “effectively hidden” 
and may have been stashed away in 
“Northern Pakistan, like Bin Laden.”

I could be a great cable news 
expert and would do it for less than 
those spewing out this junk. I could 
make stuff up that is so entertaining 
and outrageous that none of the other 
experts would come even close to it.

Because I still remember Baghdad 
Bob, the Iraqi spokesman when 
NATO (mostly U.S. troops) attacked 

that country.
Nobody could pick stuff out of thin 

air and pretend that it was factual 
information better than Baghdad 
Bob. He would venture into the UFO 
theory with a perfectly out-of-this 
world explanation, even as work-
ers behind him were recovering the 
plane’s wreckage.

Baghdad Bob on NATO troops in 
Iraq: “I can say, and I am responsible 
for what I am saying, that they have 
started to commit suicide under the 
walls of Baghdad. We will encour-
age them to commit more suicides 
quickly.”

Maybe BB would not be such a 
good expert. But, he probably would 
do it for free, just to get on the air.

Time to switch channels and take 
time out from all this bad news. 

“Ancient Aliens” on the History 
Channel. That’s better.

Cable news’ feeding frenzy over Malaysian airliner hits new highs
(Continued from Page 1)
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Children who learn to eat right grow up to be happy, healthy adults
By Barbara Quinn
The Monterey County Herald (MCT)

One hand-made envelope was 
filled with dried flower petals. In 
another was a hand-written poem: 
“Roses are red. Violets are blue. 
Sugar is bad, and I’ll miss you.” 

Thank you letters from students 
at Lagunitas Elementary School 

— one of several elementary schools 
in Monterey County, Calif., that has 
hosted a program called Kids Eat 
Right. 

How do you teach kids to eat right? 
Expose them to fun activities that 
focus on healthful habits, says Uriel 
Mendoza, coordinator of the Kids Eat 
Right Program at Community Hospi-

tal of the Monterey Peninsula. Begun 
as a pilot project two years ago, this 
program is now being offered to 4th 
grade children in all of Monterey 
County — thanks to generous grant 
funding. 

Within five fast-paced sessions, 
students experience and practice 
simple yet profound health mes-

sages: Eat at least one fruit and one 
vegetable every day. Drink beverages 
that contain no added sugar. Get at 
least 1 hour of physical activity each 
day.

These messages are part of a 
national initiative from the Academy 
of Nutrition and Dietetics to help curb 
childhood obesity in our country. 
“Kids Eat Right helps reinforce the 
healthful messages children get 
from home,” says Mendoza. “And it 
advocates for kids from marginalized 
populations.” 

Indeed. There’s even a website 
(www.kidseatright.org) that offers 
resources to help children and 
their families to “Shop Smart, Cook 
Healthy, and Eat Right.”

And forgive the pun, but kids seem 
to be gobbling up what they learn. I 
mean, really. Who would guess a 4th 
grader would call a colorful broccoli 
salad “delicious”? Or a yogurt parfait 
“yummy”? Or say, “Thank you for 
telling us to do 60 minutes of exercise 
a day”?

“I am soooooo going to be healthy 
now!” one student gushed on a card 
embellished with colorful fruits and 
vegetables. “Thank you soooo much!” 

Key to the success of this pro-
gram? Basic health messages rolled 
into lively outdoor games and hands-
on recipe preparation…and tasting.

“There is no reason kids cannot 
have fun while Kids Eat Right,” 
Mendoza says with a smile. And he 
backs up his claim with one of his 
props — a giant parachute of many 
colors (to represent colorful fruits 
and vegetables) — that he uses in a 
myriad of activities.

Registered dietitians teach the 
nutrition portion of Kids Eat Right. 

“My favorite food was the Batman 
Tortilla,” (black beans on a corn 
tortilla topped with chopped toma-
toes and low fat yogurt), writes one 
student.

Barbara Quinn is a registered dietitian 
and certified diabetes educator at the 
Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula in Monterey, California. Email 
her at bquinn@chomp.org.)
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How the Air Force rebuilt its crashed B-2 stealthy giant
By W.J. Hennigan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — It wasn’t long 
after the morning sun came up over 
the Mojave Desert that Sean Byrne 
noticed a black speck fluttering just 
above the foothills of the San Gabriel 
Mountains.

He knew what it was, as did the 
other workers from Northrop Grum-
man Corp. surrounding him. They 
were waiting on this wind-swept 
tarmac at the company’s plant in 
Palmdale, Calif., to catch a glimpse 
of the aircraft nicknamed “Lazarus” 
— the plane that died in a fire on the 
island of Guam only to be resur-
rected.

The dot grew larger and larger. 
Suddenly, the unmistakable bat-
winged silhouette of the B-2 stealth 
bomber emerged. As it touched down 
for a landing, the crowd erupted in 
applause, hugs and tears.

“After all that time, it finally made 
it back home,” Byrne said. “In some 
ways, we couldn’t believe we pulled 
it off.”

The four-year operation to rebuild 
the military’s rarest — and most 
expensive at $2.1 billion — aircraft 
involved hundreds of hard-to-find 
parts, thousands of labor hours, and 
300 Air Force and Northrop workers. 
Many of them, mechanics such as 
Byrne, left their families in Palmdale 
and flew 6,000 miles to Guam to work 
seven days a week for months at a 
time to restore the stealth bomber.

They spent so much time working 
on the island, they started calling 
their temporary home “Guamdale.”

        Unlike any other
The military is quick to say that the 

B-2 is unlike any other aircraft in the 
U.S. arsenal. Built to haul more than 
20 tons of bombs, it has a wingspan 
nearly as long as a Boeing 747 jumbo 
jet yet flies virtually undetected by 
radar.

Because of its stealth characteris-
tics, it is the first bomber to be sent 
into heavily defended enemy territory 
to clear the way for other fighters and 
bombers by knocking out anti-aircraft 
batteries and radar installations.

On the first night of the NATO 
operation in Libya in 2011, for 
instance, three B-2s flew from White-
man Air Force Base in Missouri, 
slipped into enemy territory and 

promptly wiped out 45 targets at an 
airfield before returning to the U.S.

The bombers are based at White-
man but are often deployed overseas 
to Andersen Air Force Base in Guam, 
a strategic base because of its 
location in the Asian Pacific region, 
namely its proximity to China and 
North Korea.

On Feb. 26, 2010, a B-2 attempted 
to take off from Guam for a routine 
training mission when a fireball 
flashed from a left engine, sparking 
an onboard blaze that eviscerated the 
interior of the airplane.

No one aboard was hurt, but the 
heat was so intense that it melted 
and warped parts of the B-2’s 
titanium and aluminum frame. The 
plane’s wiring and hydraulic tubing 
turned into smoldering ash.

Though the damage was bad, the 
Air Force determined that the plane 
could be saved. That was good news. 
A B-2 was completely lost in 2008 
after moisture built up in the plane’s 
high-tech sensors and caused it to 
crash and burn. The pilots safely 
ejected.

The military said it couldn’t afford 
to lose another of these aircraft. The 
repairs required more than 1,000 
parts ranging in size from small clips 

to massive sections that support the 
structure of the aircraft. The project 
took nearly four years at a cost 
of more than $105 million, which 
included a scheduled overhaul.

“With only 20 B-2s — as precious 
as those aircraft are — no one even 
questioned whether or not we’d 
make the investment,” said Norton A. 
Schwartz, a retired four-star general 
who served as Air Force chief of staff 
at the time of the incident. “When we 
found out the aircraft could be saved, 
civilian and military leadership agreed 
without hesitation.”

The latest accident was traced to 
the high-tech material that acts like 
a sponge to absorb radar waves as 
they strike the plane. Any gap on 
the plane’s surface would reflect 
radar waves. To maintain the plane’s 
stealth characteristics, radar-absorb-
ing materials are meticulously applied 
to gaps, including to the areas around 
the engine exhaust and inside the 
tailpipe bay.

The 2010 bomber fire started after 
some of that material broke down, 
soaked up oil and ignited when one 
of the B-2’s four engines fired up.

Once the Air Force decided to 
rebuild the plane on Guam, get-
ting Northrop’s team on the ground 

was the first order of business. It 
summoned the expert mechanics, 
engineers and other technicians from 
the company that know the bomber 
best.

The B-2 bombers were built at 
Northrop’s 45-acre complex in Palm-
dale behind razor-wire fences under 
tight security. The first B-2 rolled off 
the assembly line in 1988; the last in 
1997. Every seven years, the planes 
fly into the facility for a massive 
overhaul.

A few weeks after the fire, Byrne’s 
boss called a meeting around a 
toolbox in Palmdale to brief the crew 
on the accident. Byrne, 29, was told 
he’d be part of the first group going 
to Guam.

“I was amped to go,” he said. “I 
had no idea where Guam was. I had 
to look it up on a map and saw this 
tiny dot in the middle of the Pacific.”

In May 2010, Byrne and five other 
mechanics flew to the island to 
assess the aircraft, which was sitting 
in a hangar. There appeared to be 
very little damage to the B-2’s sleek 
dark-gray surface.

But then the workers popped 
open the plane’s 100-plus access 
panels. “The extent of the damage 
was surprising,” said David G. 

Mazur, Northrop’s vice president of 
long-range strike operations. “It took 
my breath away. Hundreds of parts 
would have to be replaced.”

   Costly repairs unpopular
The Air Force has been maligned 

for decades over the costs and the 
extensive maintenance the B-2 
requires. Last year alone, the Air 
Force spent more than $1.2 billion 
upgrading, maintaining and overhaul-
ing the fleet.

For each hour a B-2 was in the 
air, it spent 47 hours on the ground 
undergoing maintenance. A B-2 
mechanic has 750 technical manuals 
to reference to fix the plane.

On Guam, Northrop determined it 
would do the repair in two phases. 
First, the crew would perform the 
mechanical repairs — estimated at 
$67.9 million — that would enable the 
B-2 to fly to Palmdale. Once there, 
the aircraft would undergo a complete 
restoration at a cost of about $37.2 
million.

Technicians started the first phase 
by ripping out the aircraft’s subsys-
tems, wire harnesses, hydraulic lines 
and damaged structures from the 
engine bay.

Tom McElhaney, a 28-year-old 
mechanic from the Palmdale plant, 
said he was thrilled to be part of the 
team. But he faced a major problem: 
He couldn’t take all his tools. The 
team brought high-precision drill bits 
from Palmdale, but the volume of 
drilling work required was higher than 
they had anticipated.

Rebuilding the bomber depended 
on parts that were difficult to find; 
some components were discovered 
on shelves at air bases in the U.S.

Northrop spent the next three 
months making adjustments to get 
the B-2 into flying shape. For the 
flight to Palmdale, the Air Force 
established strict controls on weight, 
altitude and speed to lessen stress 
on the airframe.

In-flight refueling was used so 
the B-2 wouldn’t have to take on the 
weight of 50 tons of fuel. A support 
aircraft followed the B-2 to monitor 
the 13-hour flight — and coordinate 
with air traffic control because the 
aircraft doesn’t readily pop up on 
radar screens.

The aircraft was fully restored in 
December.
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Alvin Community College has lots of scholarships available thanks to generous donors
Every year, Alvin Community Col-

lege students have a chance to ease 
the financial burden of their educa-
tion by applying for scholarships.

More than 500 ACC donors award 
scholarships that are available which 
range from $100 to $10,000, said 
Dora Sims, ACC Financial Aid Direc-
tor. Applications for most scholar-
ships offered by ACC and service 
organizations are due on April 1.

Some scholarships are offered 
to students in different academic 
programs, and they are available 
through the college. Scholarships 
also are available to graduating high 
school seniors and GED graduates.

For more information about 
financial aid or to apply for schol-
arships visit alvincollege.edu/
financialaid or email us at 
FA@alvincollege.edu. They can 
also call the Enrollment Services 
Center at (281)756-3531.

Donors range from individu-
als, foundations, businesses and 
service organizations. Many of these 
scholarships are listed on the college 
website, which is updated on a daily 
basis.

“You have to keep checking the 
website,” Sims said. “We put scholar-

ships up as we receive them.”
Another vital source is the ACC 

Foundation, which awards dozens of 
scholarships every year.

There are times when some schol-
arships do not have any applicants, 
Sims said. That’s unfortunate when 
so many of the donors raise money 
specifically for scholarships, she 
said.

While a small scholarship may not 
seem much, even a little bit of money 
can go a long way, she said.

“If you have $200, that can buy a 
book or go to your tuition,” Sims said.

Students can find more informa-
tion about available local scholar-
ships at the Financial Aid offices 
websites or FA homepage. They also 
can turn to their community to see 
what’s available by reading newspa-
pers, talking to local businesses and 
non-profit groups. They can look for 
opportunities on the Internet, such as 
fastweb.com, though they should be 
careful to avoid a scam, Sims said.

Anyone who asks for money 
about information on scholarships or 
requires payment to apply, should be 
avoided.

“Don’t pay for anything,” she said. 
“If they ask for money in any way, it’s 

a scam.”
Donors want the scholarships 

to benefit students who are having 
difficulty paying for their education, 
she said. Most scholarships based 
on need require that the recipient 
applied for Financial Aid through 
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid, FAFSA.

All students should consider 

looking at scholarship guidelines to 
see if they are eligible, Sims said. 
Each scholarship is awarded based 
on different requirements. Some are 
issued based on a student’s need, 
GPA or their major.

If they match some of the criteria, 
they should turn in an application, 
she said.

Once a student finds scholarships 

they are eligible for, it is important to 
file quickly and make sure to follow 
the application instructions.

“If it says print, print,” Sims said. 
“Have someone proofread it for 
grammar.”

When an application is completed, 
the candidate should double-check 
their paperwork and make sure it is 
filled out correctly.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are at 
Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. 
Why not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care? 
Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the 
pet population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill 
out an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1889, the Eiffel Tower opened, 
commemorating the centennial of 
the French Revolution. In 1917, the 
United States purchased the Dutch 
West Indies for $25 million and 
renamed them the Virgin Islands.

April 1: ON THIS DATE in 1789, 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
held its first full meeting in New York 
City. In 1979, Iran proclaimed itself 
an Islamic republic following the 
overthrow of the shah.

April 2: ON THIS DATE in 1513, 
explorer Juan Ponce de Leon “dis-
covered” Florida and claimed it for 
Spain. In 1865, Confederate States 
President Jefferson Davis and most 
of his Cabinet fled their capital of 
Richmond, Va., as Union troops 
approached.

April 3: ON THIS DATE in 1882, 
outlaw Jesse James was shot to 
death in St. Joseph, Mo. In 1948, 
President Truman signed into law 
the Marshall Plan, which authorized 
$5 billion in aid to 16 European 
nations in the aftermath of World 
War II.

April 4: ON THIS DATE in 1818, 
Congress decided the U.S. flag 
would consist of 13 stripes alternat-
ing red and white, in honor of the 
original states, with a star to be 
added for every new state. In 1968, 
civil rights leader the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. was assassinated in 
Memphis, Tenn.

April 5: ON THIS DATE in 1621, 
the Mayflower sailed from Plymouth, 
Mass., on its return trip to England. 
In 1951, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 
were sentenced to death after their 
convictions for conspiring to commit 
espionage for the Soviet Union.

April 6: ON THIS DATE in 1909, 
Robert Peary and Matthew Henson 
became the first explorers to reach 
the North Pole. In 1917, Congress 
approved a declaration of war 
against Germany in World War I.

Answer to last week’s question: 
This week in 1860, the legendary 
Pony Express mail service began 
operating between St. Joseph, Mo., 
and Sacramento, Calif.

This week’s question: In 1898, 
President McKinley asked Congress 
for a declaration of war against what 
nation?

Pit pendulum swings: Attitudes, laws soften on much-maligned breed
By Linda A. Moore
The Commercial Appeal (Memphis, Tenn.) (MCT)

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — In the 11 
years that Donna Velez has operated 
Hearts of Gold Pit Rescue, she’s 
never had a problem.

With hundreds of pit bulldogs in 
and out of her home over the years, 
not once, she said, have her neigh-
bors reported her to Memphis Animal 
Services or have any of her dogs run 
loose.

“If I can live with 300 or 400 pit 
bulls and I’ve never had an incident, 
surely someone that’s half respon-
sible can live with one or two,” Velez 
said.

It’s good news to her and for the 
breed that communities across the 
country are backing away from ordi-
nances that ban pit bulls, and states 
are making those bans illegal.

Attitudes have softened consider-
ably as animal activists and television 
shows like Animal Planet’s “Pit Bulls 
and Parolees” cast the dogs in a 
more positive light.

And it illustrates the power and 
persistence of dog-advocacy groups 
that have worked to fend off pit bull 
restrictions.

“Lawmakers are realizing that 
targeting dogs based on their breed 
or what they look like is not a solution 
to dealing with dangerous dogs,” said 
Lisa Peterson, a spokeswoman for 
the American Kennel Club.

Seventeen states now have laws 
that prohibit communities from adopt-
ing breed-specific bans. Lawmakers 
in six more states are considering 
similar measures, and some cities 
are reviewing local policies that clas-
sify pit bulls as dangerous animals.

A 2013 bill in Tennessee was pro-

posed and later withdrawn that would 
have required owners of vicious dogs 
to obtain $25,000 in liability insur-
ance. It was amended to include pit 
bulls.

The changing attitudes, Velez 
believes, also come in part from the 
kinds of people who own pit bulls: 
doctors, lawyers, teachers and 
grandmothers like Judy Sutton, who 
adopted A.C. from Velez four years 
ago.

“He’s my first pit,” said Sutton, 70. 
“If I’d known what wonderful dogs 
they were, I’d have had them all 
along. He’s just a jewel.”

Pit bulls are intelligent, high energy 
dogs that require a certain type of 
owner, Velez said.

“You can’t open the door and let 
these dogs run loose, she said. “It 
requires a different level of respon-
sibility.”

And no dog, regardless of breed, 
should be left alone with babies and 
children, Velez said,

Memphis does not ban pit bulls, 
although in 2010 a mandatory 
spay/neuter ordinance for pits was 
considered. That discussion resulted 
in the city’s spay/neuter ordinance for 
all dogs.

Memphis Animal Services requires 
criminal background checks and 
fence inspections before pit bulls can 
be adopted from the shelter, said 
James Rogers, MAS director.

And, while breed restrictions are a 
“hot button issue,” Rogers said, “It’s 
not the animal that’s a problem, it’s 
the person that owns the animal.”

Nevertheless, the dogs’ foes 
complain that their message is being 
drowned out by a well-funded, well-
organized lobbying effort in state 

capitols. The debate puts millions of 
pit bull owners up against a relatively 
small number of people who have 
been victimized by the dogs.

Ron Hicks, who sponsored a 
bill in the Missouri House to forbid 
breed-specific legislation, said he 
was surprised when nobody spoke 
against his proposal last month at a 
committee hearing.

“I figured a few parents would be 
there who would bring tears to my 
eyes,” the Republican said. “Would it 
have changed my opinion or what I 

believe in? No.”
Still, some contend that pit bulls 

are a volatile breed whose genet-
ics drive them to kill more than two 
dozen people in the U.S. each year, 
many of them young children.

“Everything is telling us these 
animals are safe if you raise them 
right,” said Jeff Borchardt, an East 
Troy, Wis., man whose 14-month-old 
son was mauled to death a year ago 
by two pit bulls that tore the child 
from the arms of their owner, who 
was baby-sitting.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Defiant teen still needs her parents, love and prayer
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I guess I behaved the same way when I was a teenager, but my daugh-
ter (who’s 16) goes around with a sullen attitude all the time. No matter what I 
tell her, she just rolls her eyes as if I’m the dumbest person on earth. Will she 
ever grow up? - Mrs. E. McF.

  A: Yes, she probably will, just as you did, once you matured and realized 
that life wasn’t going to be handed to you on a platter. Instead, you discov-
ered that life involves responsibilities, which often force us to become mature.

  I often think of a young man in the Bible named John Mark. He wanted 
to go with the Apostle Paul on his first missionary journey, which would have 
been an exciting adventure for someone his age. But once the excitement 
wore off and the journey became hard, Mark abandoned Paul and went 
home. He was obviously immature and irresponsible, and Paul refused to 
take him on another journey (see Acts 15:36-40). But Mark didn’t stay that 
way! Over time, he changed, and God even used him to write the Gospel of 
Mark.

  Young people your daughter’s age often feel tugged in two different direc-
tions (although they may not even realize it). On one hand, they need the 
wisdom and guidance that only parents and other adults can give them. On 
the other hand, however, they yearn to be free and independent, which they 
will be someday. Part of our responsibility is to help them make that transition.

  Pray for your daughter, and urge her to put her life into Christ’s hand. 
Don’t expect her to grow up all at once, but ask God to give you wisdom, 
gentleness and patience. Above all, assure her constantly of your love and 
concern, both now, and in the future. 

Don’t write them off: After setbacks, tea party members vow to reinvent movement
By Michael A. Memoli
Tribune Washington Bureau (MCT)

WASHINGTON — By most mea-
sures, it’s been a dire few months for 
the tea party.

Its candidates stumbled in two 
Texas primary races. Supporters in 
Congress failed to block bipartisan 
deals to increase government spend-
ing and raise the debt ceiling. And a 
high-stakes bid to defeat Obamacare 
led to an unpopular government 
shutdown that sent tea party approval 
ratings to new lows.

Five years after it emerged as the 
most potent force in conservative 
American politics since the Reagan 
revolution, the tea party is at a 
crossroads — and some critics have 
declared the movement all but dead.

Insisting that they’ve learned from 
the setbacks, however, stalwarts 
are vowing to reinvent their defiant 
brand of politics to ensure they stay 
part of the debate in Washington and 
particularly in the Republican Party.

“We’ve definitely matured and 
have gone into what many of us call 
‘tea party 2.0,’ ” said Amy Kremer, 
chairwoman of Tea Party Express, 
one of the largest national groups to 
spring out of the movement. “We no 
longer have protests in the streets, 
but we’re working to elect people and 
affect legislation and do the things 
that really have to be done in order to 
effect change.”

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., whose 

2010 election was one of the tea 
party’s first triumphs, said it remained 
“a vibrant and significant movement.” 
But, he said, the movement is shifting 
to a phase in which it is “beginning to 
think about post-Obama America.”

“We’re not going to have Barack 
Obama as president forever, but our 
country’s problems will still be there,” 
Rubio said. “You’re beginning to see 
more of a focus not simply on just 
opposing Barack Obama’s agenda, 
which continues to be important, but 
also about what we need to be for the 
next few years to give Americans a 
clear alternative.”

A glimpse of that strategy was 
on display at a recent anniversary 
celebration hosted in Washington by 
the Tea Party Patriots, a group that 
claims 15 million supporters. Co-
founder Jenny Beth Martin outlined 
goals and ideas that tea party groups 
will be rallying around in the coming 
year.

At the federal level, they plan to 
push for the so-called penny plan, 
which would require annual cuts of 1 
percent in government spending until 
the budget is balanced.

They will seek a constitutional 
amendment to replace the tax code 
with a single fixed rate, ending a 
system of write-offs — including 
corporate loopholes and mortgage 
interest deductions — enjoyed by 
millions.

And they plan to take the fight 

to repeal Obamacare to the state 
level, pushing legislatures to enter 
into interstate health compacts that 
they say would allow states to ignore 
federal regulations and enact their 
own reforms. Though dismissed as a 
long shot by some, proponents hope 
the strategy will render the Affordable 
Care Act inoperable in those states 
and give compact members control 
over federal health care dollars.

The tea party, Martin said, has 
come a long way since it emerged 
out of the boisterous anti-tax protests 
on April 15, 2009. What began as 
“being upset and yelling at the TV” is 
evolving into a savvy operation, she 
said.

“They’ve had an election cycle now 
where they’ve seen wins,” Martin 
said. “They’ve had one where they 
have seen more losses than they’d 
like to. And they’ve seen how the 
games in Washington are played.”

Tom Balek, a small-business 
owner from Lewistown, Mont., who 
considers himself an original tea 
partyer, scoffs when he hears critics 
talk about its waning influence.

“The tea party is not dead,” said 
Balek, who operates a blog and 
website for the Montana Tea Party 
Coalition. “The power that’s there 
would surprise people who don’t 
really know what’s happening under 
the surface.”

But skeptics say platitudes about 
the tea party’s grass-roots strength 

may ignore the reality of an increas-
ingly unpopular movement whose 
fundraising power has diminished. 
An NBC/Wall Street Journal poll 
found the movement’s negative rating 
among Americans hit an all-time high 
of 47 percent during October’s 16-
day partial government shutdown.

“I don’t think that they are raising 

the money nor do they have the 
sway that they did in the last midterm 
elections,” said Steven C. LaTourette, 
a former Republican congressman 
from Ohio who is leading an effort to 
counter the influence of conservative 
lobbying groups that he blames for 
inciting divisions within the Republi-
can Party.

Democrats’ dire November has been in cards for months
By Carl P. Leubsdorf
The Dallas Morning News (MCT)

Somewhat belatedly, Democrats 
are realizing their party may take a 
political bath in November’s mid-term 
congressional elections. Republicans 
are sure of it.

The official Democratic line, 
expressed this week by senior White 
House adviser Dan Pfeiffer and 
party chair Rep. Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz, is that the party will keep its 
Senate majority.

But Pfeiffer conceded Sunday on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press” that “this is a 
tough map for Democrats” because 
so many races are in Republican-
dominated states. Former senior 
adviser David Plouffe acknowledged 
on Bloomberg’s “Political Capital with 
Al Hunt,” “We have a turnout issue.”

And former Obama press secretary 

Robert Gibbs, displaying unusual 
candor, acknowledged on “Meet 
the Press,” “there is real danger the 
Democrats could suffer big losses,” 
including “definitely” their Senate 
majority.

Republican National Chairman 
Reince Priebus showed greater 
confidence, telling a Christian Sci-
ence Monitor breakfast Tuesday he 
expects “a tsunami type election” 
giving his party “a very big win,” 
especially in the Senate.

Priebus has political history and 
the underlying fundamentals on his 
side. Both favor a significant GOP 
victory this November that would 
include recapturing the Senate and 
increasing its House majority. It 
would severely limit President Barack 
Obama’s chances of additional 
legislative achievements, barring an 

unexpected outbreak of bipartisan 
cooperation.

Still, Obama’s veto pen, and the 
ability of Senate Democrats to use 
the same procedural roadblocks as 
have GOP senators, could prevent 
even a solidly Republican Congress 
from passing many initiatives or 
killing Obama’s cherished Affordable 
Care Act.

For students of electoral history, a 
dire Democratic outcome has been in 
the cards for months.

In the last 80 years, only Bill Clin-
ton in 1998 escaped a serious mid-
term defeat six years after gaining 
the White House. That was when the 
GOP’s ill-fated decision to impeach 
him over the Monica Lewinsky affair 
backfired because a majority of 
Americans continued to support his 
conduct of the presidency.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Williams’ partner in paint
8 Vivid
15 Former and current Yankee 
Alfonso
16 “How sexy!”
17 *Doing more than is necessary
19 Decorates on mischief night, 
briefly
20 Norwegian saint
21 Bad marks in high school?

22 *Where secrets are kept
26 MD’s “Pronto!”
29 Habituate
30 New York governor before Spitzer
33 Prefix with tarsal
34 Mean: Abbr.
37 *”The Elements of Style” co-author
39 *”We’re even!”
41 OK hours
42 Hot stuff
44 Toady

45 “Blue Jasmine” director
46 Map speck
47 *Words before a flip
53 Household name in household 
humor
54 Bologna bone
55 Local center?
58 Celebration suggested by words 
that end answers to starred clues
63 Frequent park statue visitors
64 “Show Boat” (1936) standout
65 Gives a kick
66 Hanging in the balance

Down
1 Army NCO
2 Earring shape
3 Most massive known dwarf planet
4 Dog star’s first name?
5 It may be covered
6 “__ Chicago”: 1937 Tyrone Power 
film
7 Exploding stars
8 Brit’s oath
9 Balderdash
10 Contented sigh
11 “Say __”
12 Contrive
13 Actress Massey
14 French royal name of yore
18 Violinist Zimbalist
22 The Colorado runs through it
23 R.E.M.’s “The __ Love”
24 Bonkers
25 Use a Pink Pearl
26 Project detail, briefly
27 They’re run at bars
28 Chem lab abbr.
31 Defeats, as a bill
32 European prefix
34 Green machines?
35 Medical lab vessel
36 Item in a pool
38 “Did you __?!”
40 Surplus store caveat
43 “Three Sisters” playwright Chek-
hov
45 Bits of advice from gramps, 
perhaps
47 Jalopies
48 “Sesame Street” striped-shirt 
wearer
49 Cuban girlfriend
50 Latin stars
51 Enjoys a lucky streak
52 Editor Marshall and singer Lisa
55 Toledo thing
56 “Star Wars” creature
57 Kin of -ess
59 “Woo-__!”
60 Old Opry network
61 1942 FDR creation
62 Asian occasion
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
OVAL  CIRCLE  SQUARE  OCTAGON  HEXAGON  TRIANGLE

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: NAIVE  COVEY  SWIVEL  APPEAR
 Answer: What the sailor with the noisy bunkmate wanted when the ship docked -- “SNORE” LEAVE

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                            By Rick Brooks

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your 
love life may take wing on rising 
thermals in the week ahead. Focus on 
companionship and working with others 
rather than competing with them. This 
is not a good week to launch major 
initiatives.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): If you 
play your cards right and follow the 
game plan properly, your piggy bank 
will benefit from small economies. 
Lovers find your romantic appeal 
deliciously tantalizing, but stick with the 
tried and true this week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Strive to 

cooperate with friends and a silver lining 
could appear behind dark clouds. Ten-
sion-filled celestial alignments make this 
a poor week to initiate key projects or 
sign contracts of extreme importance.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
take pride in being open-minded and 
sincere, and rewards for being so 

generous are just around the corner. 
However, in the week ahead, your toler-
ant nature may be stretched to its limits 
by unexpected events.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may 
think you’re moving with accelerating 
power in the week to come. Be sure 
to double check your impressions to 
be sure you’re not merely answering 
the persuasive call of excitement that 
rescues you from dull routines.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Let trust 
override suspicions in the week ahead. 
Fight any dour mood that tries to set in 
before you get into the swing of things. 
You might not like to pinch pennies, but 
a dollar saved is as good as a dollar 
earned.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A choice 
might appear in the week ahead that 
affects your pocket money, and since 
there’s a 50 percent chance of being 
wrong, it’s best to hold off on major 
decisions. Remain magnanimous in the 
face of small irritations.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You 
could concentrate on finances or your 
lack thereof to the exclusion of other 
more important matters. Don’t hide 
away with a calculator when affection-

ate others long for your company. 
Pamper your partner this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Those who are egging you on may 
not have your best interests at heart, 
but you can profit from their zeal. Take 
criticism with a grain of salt and hold off 
on making significant purchases in the 
early part of the week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Greener pastures may beckon in the 
upcoming week. Important changes that 
are outside your control may be in the 
works, however, so you’d be wise to not 
begin anything significant until the dust 
settles.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You 
may struggle to get to the bottom of a 
problem with a significant other or co-
worker, but once you discover the truth 
it will be easy to overcome. Be sure to 
get plenty of sleep in the week ahead to 
offset nervous energy.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Loved 
ones may be generous with affection 
and willing to forgive passing spats in 
the early part of the week. If romantic 
ardor has cooled, this is the perfect time 
to stoke up the fires and prove your 
commitment.

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                             By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                               By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                       By Russel Myers

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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