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I just wanted 
some coffee

By John Toth
Editor and publisher

Starbucks has announced that 
it has ended its “Race Together” 
campaign on its coffee cups. 
Good. It had no business doing it 
to begin with.

Companies can put anything on 
their bags, cups and promotional 

materials, but 
writing this on 
a paper coffee 
cup was prob-
ably not the 
best promo-
tional gimmick 
that Starbucks 
has devised.

The 
company said the promotion was 
meant to last only a week, and 
that’s why they pulled it, but I 
have a feeling that this one just 
backfired.

If it was going to last for only a 
week, then it had to be merely a 
gimmick to put the company in the 
headlines. It did that, but per-
haps not in a way that promoters 
intended.

When I buy a cup of Starbucks 

RAMBLINGS

The Easter Bunny is at Brazos Mall. See back page for details.

The First Baptist Church of Brazoria is again 
putting on its annual Brazoria Passion Play, 
and the performances will be April 2-5 at 7 p.m.

In this year’s story, the lives of two modern- 
day businessmen (Chuck and Jim) are 
changed forever after they meet on a company 
trip. Jim’s family is falling apart, his job is 
overwhelming, and life has no meaning for him; 
then he learns how Christ can change his life 
forever. 

As his story unfolds, it weaves through the 
Biblical story of Christ and leads us all on a 
journey to discover the beginning of eternal life. 

Our desire this year is that all who attend will 
realize the meaning of the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ, as we see Jim experience this 
revelation on stage.  We can find forgiveness, 
new life, and hope for everyday living in Christ. 
As Jim learns, there is a new beginning in 
every hopeless situation because of Jesus.This 
eternal truth will be revealed through God’s 
word in music and drama.  

(Continued on Page 9)

Brazoria Passion Play 
opens Thursday at FBC

What’s hopping for Easter?
Lake Jackson’s annual Kidfish will 

be held Saturday, April 4, and the 
event is designed to offer families 
a good time while teaching children 
about conservation. 

It will be held at Shy Pond from 
9 a.m. to noon for children 16 and 
younger. In addition to experiencing 
the excitement of trying to catch a 
fish, or actually catching one, it’s also 
educational. 

Participants attend Kidfish Col-
lege, a short presentation of fishing 
instruction as well as a lesson about 
conservation and respect for the envi-
ronment, before the fishing begins.

“By introducing them to balance of 
Nature and the concept of steward-
ship, we ensure these precious 
resources are protected into and 
beyond the foreseeable future,” 
the Kidfish program website states. 
Kidfish was founded in 1994 in Little 
River, Texas, between Temple and 

Lake Jackson plans 
Kidfish April 4

(Continued on Page 9)

The Easter Bunny is busy getting ready for the upcoming 
Spring holiday, which will be Sunday, April 5, and planning to 
drop by some area egg hunts.

Both Angleton, Lake Jackson and Alvin have egg hunts 
scheduled for Thursday, April 2, and Mr. Bunny is scheduled to 
show up for photos with his young fans. Freeport will hold its 
hunt Easter weekend on Saturday, April 4.

Angleton’s will be at Freedom Park, off Downing Street,  
situated across from and behind Angleton Junior High School. 

It will be a flashlight hunt with age groups starting at 7:30 

Everybody likes an egg hunt

(Continued on  Page 8)



Page 2  THE BULLETIN    March 31, 2015      (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed 

announcements are no 
longer accepted. For 

advertising information, call 
(979) 849-5407. Advertising 

and news release deadline is 
5 p.m.Tuesday.

Our 21st year of publishing!

Drivers/OwnerOps! 
Local Work! 

Home Daily, Benefits! CDL-A, 
1yr exp, Great Driving record. 
Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285

Why not try advertising in The Bulletin? If you are running 
ads somewhere else, you are paying more. You have nothing 
to lose and perhaps a lot to gain. Call (979) 849-5407 today to 
place an ad and realize the savings.

VIDEO GAME TOO REALISTIC? In a hysterical 12-minute phone call 
to the police emergency number, a man in England reported that he was 
being attacked by an intruder, and that his friend had been shot in the 
chest and was bleeding badly. Turns out, the guy had been playing the 
violent video game Grand Theft Auto, and the events that he described 
had not happened in reality. His attorney said that the man was “con-
fused” and had “very little recollection of the phone call.”

VERY CLEVER, WISE GUY: A man passed out drunk behind the 
wheel of his car on a street in Riviera Beach, Fla. During the sobriety test, 
his pants fell down, and police described his attitude as “sarcastic.” They 
asked him how long he had been drinking, and he replied “since I was 
14.”

AN UNFORTUNATE COINCIDENCE: A woman was arrested for pos-
session of crystal meth while wearing a T-shirt imprinted with the words I 
(heart) crystal meth.

WELL, WE CALL IT RUSTLIN’, PARDNER: A man stole seven head 
of cattle from a neighboring rancher in Oklahoma and sold them at auc-
tion. He was charged with larceny of domestic animals.

I KNOW HOW THIS MUST LOOK, OFFICER: A police officer on a 
motorcycle, pulled up next to a driver in Redcliff, Australia, at 4:30 in the 
morning, and saw him rolling a joint behind the wheel.

NEVER SAMPLE YOUR OWN PRODUCT: A drug dealer in Nanchang, 
China, stocked the trunk of his Porsche with about $160,000 worth of 
cocaine, and then drove to meet his distributor. But he blacked out on a 
highway in Jiangxi Province, wedging his car into the rear of a truck. The 
truck driver didn’t notice, and dragged the Porsche for more than six miles 
before police intervened.

YOU’LL HAVE TO CATCH ME FIRST: A 1,000-pound cow, about to 
be slaughtered at a butcher shop in Idaho, apparently sensed something 
was wrong, and fled the scene, jumping a six-foot fence and leading 
police on a chase that damaged three vehicles.

I JUST WANT TO FEEL PRETTY: A man stole more than 2,000 pairs 
of ladies’ panties and bras from his neighbors’ homes in Yulin, China. 
He was caught because he had stashed the goods in the space above 
a false ceiling which ultimately collapsed from the weight of the stolen 
lingerie.

HOW DID YOU CATCH ME? Fearing a break-in, a woman in the 
Homerton section of London placed a row of bowls of water under her 
kitchen window as a security measure. Sure enough, a burglar broke in 
through the window and caused a ruckus when he broke the bowls. He 
fled, but police followed his wet footprints to his apartment which was 
right next door.

WILL THAT BE CASH OR CHARGE, MADAM? Thinking that the 
truffle under a glass case in a Washington, D.C., restaurant was a free 
sample, a woman took a great big bite out of it. She was then informed 
that it was a rare, white Alba truffle which costs about $300.

      Drivers, CDL-A
Home EVERY Weekend! ALL 
Miles Paid! Instate & Dedicated 
Southeast. Or Walk Away 
Lease, No Money Down. 1-855-
971-8419

          Drivers
Local, Sign-On Bonus for 

Houston (77041) Touch-Freight 
Openings! Excellent Pay! Full 
Comprehensive Benefits! CDL-
A, 1 yr Experience. Call Penske 
Logistics: 855-673-2305

Visit state historic sites for free on May 3
In celebration of National Preservation Month and Texas Travel and Tour-

ism Week, the Texas Historical Commission (THC) will offer free admission 
to all 20 state historic sites on Sunday, May 3.

Historic homes, military outposts and forts, Native American burial 
mounds, and a national World War II museum are all destination options on 
THC Historic Sites Free Day. Several of the THC’s sites have recently been 
renovated or restored.

For a complete listing, visit www.texashistoricsites.com and make your 
plans now to visit a site near you.

Site hours vary. Please contact the sites directly for hours of operation.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Snow rollers
Q.  What in the world are “snow 

rollers,” aka “snow logs,” “snow 
doughnuts,” “snow pipes,” or “snow 
onions”?  One of the column’s 
co-authors has seen these from his 
office window.

A.  Unlike large snowballs for 
building snowmen, rollers begin 
as chunks of snow blown along by 
the wind and picking up loose wet 
snow as they slide on icy ground.  
The balls get bigger and bigger, up 
to a couple of feet in diameter.  An 
alternative “engine” of movement 
may be simple gravity, which is 
why snow rollers often form in hilly 
areas.

“Unlike snowballs made by 
people, snow rollers are typically 
cylindrical in shape and are often 
hollow since the inner layers, 
which are the first layers to form, 
are weak and thin compared to 
the outer layers and can easily 
be blown away, leaving what 
looks like a doughnut,” reports 
Wikipedia.com.  The precise nature 
of these varied conditions makes 
snow rollers a rare meteorological 
phenomenon.

In 50 words or less
Q.  What do the following 50 

words mean to lovers of Dr. Seuss?  

Clue:  Scan down the list until 
something familiar comes to mind:  
“a, am, and, anywhere, are, be, 
boat, box, car, could, dark, do, eat, 
eggs, fox, goat, good, green, ham, 
here, house, I, if, in, let, like, may, 
me, mouse, not, on, or, rain, Sam, 
say, see, so, thank, that, the, them, 
there, they, train, tree, try, will, with, 
would, you.”

A.  Did you think of “Green Eggs 
and Ham”?  American writer and 
cartoonist Theodor Seuss Geisel 
(1904-1991), better known as Dr. 
Seuss, wrote it in 1960 after his 
editor Bennett Cerf challenged him 
“to produce a book using fewer 
than 50 different words,” say Harry 
Bright and Jakob Anser in “That’s a 
Fact, Jack!”

For your interest, the opening 
lines of this beloved children’s book 
read as follows:

“I am Sam/ I am Sam/ Sam I am
That Sam-I-am/ That Sam-I-am!/ 

I do not like/ that Sam-I-am
Do you like/ green eggs and ham
I do not like them,/ Sam-I-am,/ I 

do not like/ green eggs and ham.
Would you like them/ Here or 

there?
I would not like them/ here or 

there./ I would not like them any-
where,/ I do not like/ green eggs 
and ham./ I do not like them/ Sam-
I-am” (From answers.yahoo.com)

The history of getting 
your nails done

Q.  Can you put your finger on 
when and why the practice of paint-
ing one’s nails got started?

A.  In Babylon some 5000 years 
ago, warriors stained their nails 
with green and black kohl as war 
paint to frighten their enemies, says 
Elizabeth Segran in “Mental Floss” 
magazine.  At about the same time 
in China, aristocrats soaked their 
nails in a mix of beeswax, egg 
whites and gelatin with orchids and 
roses added in.  Around 600 BCE, 
Chinese noblemen and women 
grew extremely long fingernails pro-
tected by “nail guards bejeweled in 
precious metals and gems,” signify-
ing they didn’t have to do hard labor.  
And in 50 BCE, Egypt’s Cleopatra 
dyed her nails blood red with plant 
extracts, becoming “among the first 
to apply color to just the nails, rather 
than the entire hand.”

Much, much later in the 1870s in 
Paris, nail salons opened to cater to 
fashionable men and women whose 
nails were powdered and buffed to 
a shine--why it’s called nail “polish.”  
Then in 1917 in the US, Cutex 
produced the first liquid nail polish 
made with nitrocellulose, used also 
to make car paint.  Fifteen years 
later, Revlon began substituting 
pigments for dyes in polish, making 
it possible to develop new shades 
of color.

For an offbeat note:  In 2003 
“OPI created Pawlish, a line of nail 
lacquer for dogs, to cater to groom-
ers giving furry friends ‘pet-i-cures.’  
(Unfortunately, it flopped.)”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Lamenting the loss of the family-owned grocery store
By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

The old grocery store in my 
neighborhood is closing next 
month. Boy, does that make me 
sad.

The family-owned store has been 
a staple in our community for more 
than 50 years. Its simple, spartan 
interior is a snapshot into the past, 
the way grocery stores were in the 
‘60s and ‘70s - like the Del Farm 
grocery store I shopped at with my 
father every Thursday night.

Unlike today’s mega-groceries, 
there were no lobster tanks or gour-
met food displays. The daily spe-
cials were written in black marker 
on torn sheets of white wax paper 
and taped to the front windows. 

The tile floors were worn through 
to the concrete along the paths 
shoppers commonly followed.

Inside, everything was painted 
white and illuminated by the bare 
fluorescent bulbs that hung above. 
The giant cash registers were 
mechanical, not electronic, and the 
cashiers were paid quite hand-
somely to operate them with speed 
and accuracy.

The managers and butchers 
were mostly men - cranky old guys 
who never smiled and who barked 
at you if you asked them a question 
about a sale item or a cut of beef.

The selection of items was 
limited, compared to the incredible 
mix of choices mega-groceries offer 
consumers today. 

The quality of many of those 
items was also not nearly as good 
as today.

Our old grocery is similar to, but 
much better than, the groceries of 
that era.

Unlike the mega-stores, where 
you have to fight traffic and a short-
age of parking spots, our modest-
sized grocery is convenient. I can 

run inside, get what I need and be 
back on the road in minutes.

It has an unmistakable family 
feel, too. The store packages 
pre-cut vegetables daily and prices 
them cheaply - which is greatly 
appreciated by older customers 
who find it difficult, even painful, to 
hold a knife. 

All you have to do is call one 
of the members of the family that 
owns the store. They’ll cut up a 
batch of any vegetables you ask for.

They offer tremendous specials, 
too. The other day, I saw packages 
of baby back ribs, which cost $40 at 
the mega-stores, for only 20 bucks.

And they make hot roasted 
chicken, side dishes and sand-
wiches every day for regular lunch 
and dinner patrons.

I understand that the older family-
owned stores are facing increased 
competition from mega-stores that 
can purchase and resell goods for 
considerably less money - which 
benefits consumers.

Heck, when I was a kid, a typical 
children’s bike sold for $95 - the 
equivalent of $530 in inflation-
adjusted dollars today, which was 
a lot of money for a middle-class 
family to spend then.

Today, however, middle-class 
families can get a typical children’s 
bike at a mega-store for only about 

80 bucks - because of lower-cost 
global manufacturing and economy-
of-scale pricing.

Like it or hate it, this is the truth, 
and I understand all of that.

Still, I don’t want to lose our 
family-owned grocery.

The mega-groceries have had 
an impact on its business over the 
years.

Others speculate that the family 
members could not come to terms 
with their landlord and so, the busi-
ness will close.

I am saddened by the impending 
loss of our fine old-style grocery 
store. I stopped in there three or 
four days a week to get fresh ingre-
dients for delicious, healthy meals, 
but no more.

I know that for all of the con-
sumer benefits made possible by 
mega-store efficiency, there are 
some downsides - such as family-
owned stores, unable to compete 
on price, that are put out of busi-
ness.

And I understand that change is 
often for the better - but that doesn’t 
mean I have to like it.

Tom Purcell, author of “Misad-
ventures of a 1970’s Childhood” 
and “Comical Sense: A Lone 
Humorist Takes on a World Gone 
Nutty!” is a Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review humor columnist
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‘Power of the Pur$e’ will feature a 
silent purse auction

 The all-women volunteer com-
mittee for the Brazosport Health 
Foundation’s Power of the Pur$e 
luncheon is having mounds of fun 

‘Power of the Pur$e’ to feature silent purse auction; Committee seeking donations
planning a Southern Charm event 
for Tuesday, April 28.

TDECU Mortgage, presenting 
sponsor, invites you to purchase 
one of the few sponsorships and 
general admission tickets remain-

ing.
The Silent Purse Auction Com-

mittee, chaired by Patty Kersey, 
is busy building the inventory of 
purses to ensure at least 100 of the 
anticipated 600 guests will leave 
with a new purse of their own.

Patty and her committee are 
asking community women, busi-
nesses and yes, men, to donate 
a fabulous purse, vintage or new, 
to complete the purse inventory.  
The 50-plus purses on hand range 
from $25 to $500.  The committee 
is asking for purses for all ages, 
including toddlers, teens, modern 
women and yes, “murses.”  

Murses are bags for men, and 
those bags are known as “mes-
sengers,” fishing tackle boxes, tool 
kits, and shave kits. To donate to 
the silent auction, please contact 
the Brazosport Health Foundation at 
(979) 297-6190.

Purse Auction Committee: Juliet Lane; Patty Kersey, Auction Committee 
Chair, and Lisa Baker.

Cheri McBurnett and Mary 
Meyers are co-chairing the event 
for the third year with many of the 
founding committee members 
returning.  

The entire committee is look-
ing forward to another successful 
luncheon and auction. The luncheon 
and the designer purse auction 
proceeds are designated for a 

trauma exam room in the Mike and 
Lesley Lowrey Emergency Services 
Pavilion at Brazosport Regional.

The luncheon will be held in the 
Brazosport College Dow Academic 
Center.  Call (979) 297-6190 for 
information about donations, 
sponsorships and tickets, or 
go to www.Brazosport-Health-
Foundation.org.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1867, U.S. Secretary of State Wil-
liam Seward reached a deal with 
Russia to purchase the territory of 
Alaska for $7.2 million. In 1981, 
President Reagan was shot out-
side a Washington hotel by John 
Hinckley Jr. Also wounded were 
press secretary James Brady and 
two others.

March 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1889, the Eiffel Tower opened, 
commemorating the centennial of 
the French Revolution. In 1917, 
the United States purchased the 
Dutch West Indies for $25 million 
and renamed them the Virgin 
Islands.

April 1: ON THIS DATE in 1789, 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
held its first full meeting, in New 
York City. In 1979, Iran proclaimed 
itself an Islamic republic following 
the fall of the U.S.-backed shah.

April 2: ON THIS DATE in 1513, 
explorer Juan Ponce de Leon 
claimed Florida for Spain. In 1865, 
Confederate States President 
Jefferson Davis fled the capital of 
Richmond, Va., as Union troops 
approached.

April 3: ON THIS DATE in 1882, 
outlaw Jesse James was shot to 
death in St. Joseph, Mo. In 1948, 
President Truman signed into law 
the Marshall Plan, which gave 
$5 billion in aid to 16 European 
nations.

April 4: ON THIS DATE in 1818, 
Congress decided the U.S. flag 
would consist of 13 stripes, alter-
nating red and white, representing 
the original Colonies with a star to 
be added for every new state. In 
1968, civil rights leader the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 39, was 
shot to death in Memphis, Tenn.

April 5: ON THIS DATE in 
1621, the Mayflower sailed from 
Plymouth, Mass., on its return trip 
to England. In 1951, Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg were sentenced 
to death after their convictions for 
conspiring to commit espionage for 
the Soviet Union.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1959, the Dalai 
Lama fled China’s Tibet region 
and was granted political asylum 
in India.

This week’s question: In 1940, 
the image of an African-American 
person first appeared on a U.S. 
postage stamp. Who was it?

Shintech, Inc. has donated 
$100,000 to the Brazosport Health 
Foundation in support of the $5 
million Cornerstone of Caring 
Capital Campaign, assisting the 
$15.25 million campus upgrade 
for Brazosport Regional. The large 
gift is an addition to the $25,000 
Shintech donated at the start of the 
Capital Campaign, bringing its total 
contribution to $125,000.

Shintech donates $100,000 to Brazosport Health Foundation to help pay for hospital upgrades
Shintech was founded in 1974 

and is the largest producer of poly-
vinyl chloride (PVC) in the United 
States.  Shintech and the Health 
System have a long-time relation-
ship through charitable donations, 
and Erv Schroeder, Executive Vice 
President of Manufacturing, served 
as the Board President at Brazos-
port Regional from 1994 – 1997.

“We are pleased to support BRHS 

with this gift and to assist with the 
total campus upgrade that ensures 
our community has local quality 
medical services,” said Tim O’Brien, 
Shintech Site Manager.  “This gift 
is in honor of Shintech’s chairman 
and founder, Mr. Kanagawa, and 
his many years of leadership of the 
company.”

Rob Heckendorn, Brazosport 
Health Foundation Board Presi-

dent, and George Franklin, Health 
Foundation and Capital Campaign 
Committee Member received the 
check from Tim O’Brien.  “This is a 
wonderful testament to community 
support of the Capital Campaign. 
We are proud to have a tight-knit 
community that generously supports 
the local hospital and the services it 
provides,” said Heckendorn.

Brazosport Health Foundation 
is seeking donations from other 
foundations, corporate industry 
partners and local community 

members to help raise the remain-
ing amount of the campaign.  As 
a non-profit organization, donor 
support helps Brazosport Regional 
invest in advanced technology, 
equipment and facilities to provide 
each patient with excellent and 
compassionate care.  If you haven’t 
donated and would like to before 
the closing of the capital campaign, 
please call (979) 297-6190. For 
more information about the Founda-
tion, visit www.Brazosport-Health-
Foundation.org.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Brazosport College to host annual 
Career Fair for high school students

Brazosport College will co-host its 22nd annual Career Fair on Tues-
day, April 7.

Approximately 1,700 juniors from seven area high schools, both public 
and private, will have the opportunity to explore careers with representa-
tives from a wide variety of career fields. 

The day-long event is a cooperative effort between the college, area 
school districts, business, industry and civic organizations to deliver 
career and educational information to high school students. 

A variety of careers will be represented at the Career Fair. Students 
may visit with career professionals, attend breakout sessions and speak 
with college representatives about educational and training opportunities. 

For more information about the Career Fair, contact Brazosport College 
Student Services at (979) 230-3234.

Texas.gov/Driver offers expanded driving-related services
This spring, Texas.gov is launch-

ing its 2015 advertising campaign 
encouraging Texans to visit 
Texas.gov/Driver for all their driving-
related government business.

Featuring fun-loving characters 
“Kurt Fresco” and “Dancing Mom,” 
the campaign shows just how easy 
it is to always get the first spot in 
line when taking care of your driver 
business on Texas.gov. 

In fact, every year more and more 
Texans are realizing that a quick trip 
online to complete these services is 
much easier and more convenient 
than visiting a local office. In 2014, 
Texas.gov securely processed more 
driving-related online transactions 
than ever before, including more 
than 2.9 million vehicle registration 
renewals, over 1.3 million driver 
license/ID renewals, 765,000 driver 
record orders, and nearly 128,000 
driver license reinstatement pay-
ments.

Before visiting Texas.gov/Driver, 
here are a few quick tips to note 
about online driver services offered 
by Texas.gov:

• Vehicle Registration Renewal:  
Every county in Texas offers online 
vehicle registration renewal. Vehicle 
inspections (if necessary) must be 
completed before renewing vehicle 
registrations online.

• Driver License Renewal:  

Renew driver license or ID online 
up to a year before and a year after 
expiration date. In addition, changes 
of address on driving licenses need 
to be completed within 30 days 
and that can be done quickly and 
efficiently online.

• Driver Records: Order and print 
personal driver records, including 
certified versions required for defen-
sive driving courses.

• Driver License Reinstatement:  
Pay reinstatement fees and check 

driving eligibility status at any time 
with this convenient online service.

In addition, Texans can order a 
birth certificate, purchase TDCJ 
commissary items, pay CHIP enroll-
ment fees, apply for or renew a con-
cealed handgun license, and much 
more. With more than 1,000 online 
services, secure payment process-
ing and friendly 24/7 customer 
service, Texas.gov is a convenient, 
fuel-efficient way to take care of 
many government services online.
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p.m. for infant up to 4 years of age 
and also another at that time for spe-
cial needs children; 8 p.m. for ages 
5-6, and 8:45 p.m. for ages 7-14.

The Easter Bunny arrives earlier 
at Freedom Park at 6 p.m. for 
photos. After the 16,000 plastic 
eggs are gathered up, there will be 
an outdoor movie shown under the 
stars.  “The Lego Movie”  also is free 
for all to see. 

 The event is sponsored by 
Whataburger and the city parks and 
recreation department. For informa-
tion, call the Angleton Recreation 
Center at (979) 549-0410 and push 
number 5.

One parent will be expected to 
help the infant to 4 age group and 
the special needs children, but 
adults are asked not to assist the 
others. 

In Lake Jackson, there will be 
more than 10,000 eggs, and the 
egg hunt will begin at 5:30 p.m. at 

McLean Park. For more information, 
call the Lake Jackson Recreation 
Center at (979) 297-4533. 

The City of Freeport’s egg hunt 
will consist of 20,000 eggs and 250 
additional prizes. It starts at 9 a.m. 
Saturday, April 4, and is for infants 
through age 10. A local band will be 
playing live music. For more infor-
mation, call (979) 233-6061,

Alvin will sponsor a night-time 
hunt also, featuring glow-in-the-
dark eggs. It will be at 8 p.m. by 
Bob Briscoe Park. Mr Bunny will be 
making an appearance there as well. 
For information, call the Alvin Parks 
& Recreation Department at (281) 
388-4299.

Parents and grandparents are 
advised to bring an Easter basket 
for each child participating in any 
of the hunts and a camera if they 
would like to take photos during the 
scramble for eggs or of their children 
or grandchildren with the Easter 
Bunny.

(Continued from Page 1)

Everybody likes an Easter egg hunt

Spending to top $16 billion for Easter
The Baltimore Sun (TNS)

Consumer spending for the Easter holiday, on apparel, decorations, 
gifts, candy, food and flowers, is expected to reach $16.4 billion this year, a 
trade group said.

Nearly 90 percent of shoppers in a National Retail Federation survey 
said they will buy candy, spending more than $2.2 billion, while more than 
85 percent will buy food, a $5.3 billion category. Nearly half will buy new 
outfits, spending nearly $3 billion, according to the survey, conducted for 
NRF by Prosper Insights & Analytics.

Individually, consumers will likely spend just over $140, slightly up from 
$137 last year, the trade group said.

“As one of the busiest times of year for several retail sectors, and as 
shelves begin filling with both traditional spring and holiday merchandise, 
retailers are looking forward to welcoming shoppers with attractive promo-
tions on home goods, garden equipment and traditional Easter items,” said 
Matthew Shay, NRF president and CEO, in the announcement.

Parental Guidance: Tips for a healthier Easter basket
By Beth Whitehouse
Newsday (TNS)

Q: Can you suggest ways to get 
away from filling an Easter basket 
with candy without the child feeling 
deprived?

A: “Kids are all about quantity,” 
says pediatrician Dyan Hes, a Great 
Neck, N.Y., resident and medical 
director of Gramercy Pediatrics in 
Manhattan. “They like to see a lot 
of stuff in the basket.” But that stuff 
doesn’t have to be candy. Hes has 
the following tips:

Make the basket look like it’s got 
Easter Bunny food. Add carrots 

and celery. Use lettuce leaves as a 
decorative base.

In plastic eggs, put stickers, tat-
toos and small toys.

Add a holiday-themed arts and 
crafts project.

If the child has no allergies and is 
old enough that they’re not at risk of 
choking, add nuts or dried fruit.

Add bags of pretzels or crackers. 

Annie’s makes bunny-shaped Ched-
dar crackers.

Break up packages. A child 
doesn’t need a whole sleeve of 
Peeps. Two are enough.

Add a holiday book. Hes says 
her kids loved a “Dora the Explorer” 
Easter book.

“I’m not opposed to some choco-
late,” Hes says. But say to your 
kids, “Let’s take out all the candy 
and put it on the table.” Divide it into 
plastic bags with days of the week. 
Tell your kids, “Easter will last much 
longer for you.” Make a contest 
of who can make their candy last 
longest.

“Kids love any type of competi-
tion,” Hes says. That cuts down on 
immediate sugar intake.
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The Passion Play features a 50-voice choir and 100-plus characters of 
all ages.  In the play, “The End of the Beginning,” Jim discovers that life 
only begins when we come to the end of ourselves and let Christ have 
control.  With the use of drama, music, banners, spectacular lighting and 
special effects, the story unfolds in a unique and dynamic way.

Immediately following each evening’s performance, there will be a 
reception where refreshments will be served. The cast, crew, and church 
staff will also be present at the receptions if you would like to visit with any 
of them. For more information, call the church office at (979) 798-2340. 

Brazoria Passion Play starts Thursday
(Continued from Page 1)

Austin.
Kidfish stocks the ponds where 

the children fish shortly before the 
event, said Mallory Doyle with the 
Lake Jackson Rec Center. That 
way the children are likely to have a 
more positive experience.

 While the event is free, the 
young anglers are encouraged to 
find sponsors for their participa-
tion, which is usually parents or 
family members, said Ms. Doyle. 

The funds go back into the Kidfish 
program.

There will be a limited amount 
of rods and reels for those who 
don’t have their own, and they will 
be available on a first-come basis. 
Volunteers also will be on hand to 
assist the children.

There are prizes for those raising 
$15 or more in sponsor funds. They 
can select either a Kidfish T-shirt, 
hat, or trophy. Those earning $25 or 
more receive two prizes, and those 

raising $50 get a new rod and reel 
plus two of the other prizes.

The top 10 fundraisers qualify for 
the Kidfish Classic, which offers the 
chance to win bigger prizes, such as 
guided fishing tours, a fishing boat  
and a $1,000 savings bond.

For more information, contact the 
Lake Jackson Rec Center at (979) 
297-4533, or visit their website at 
www.lakejackson-tx.gov.  

LJ youth learning to appreciate nature through Kidfish
(Continued from Page 1)

• Eggs have been seen as ancient symbol of fertility, while springtime is 
considered to bring new life and rebirth.

• Americans spend $1.9 billion on Easter candy. That’s the second biggest 
candy holiday after Halloween.

• 70% of Easter candy purchased is chocolate.
• 76% of Americans think the ears of a chocolate bunny should be the first 

to be eaten.

Did you know?
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coffee, I am not buying it to be 
lectured by the cup. I just want the 
coffee. Some sort of other promo-
tion may be fine, or even better, 
“Thank You” on the cup, but not a 
lecture.

I have not been to a Starbucks 
lately, actually for a long time, but 
those of you who did buy coffee 
in a cup with the “Race Together” 
slogan, did you actually start a con-
versation right then and there with 
other customers about how we can 
improve race relations?

I may have a short fuse for these 
type of promotions because I just 
don’t like being hit over the head 
about a social, political or even reli-
gious issue when I buy a product. I 
just want to make the purchase.

I don’t like it when getting my mail 
at the post office, I have to battle my 
way at times through a booth that 
hammers me verbally and pictorially 
with poilitical issues.

And, if you pay any attention to 
them, you’re stuck. I hate to do this 
because I want to be nice, but I just 
have to pretend that they are not 
there. Even then they keep shout-
ing some messages at me. I just 
wanted to get the mail, guys, not a 
political lecture.

I just wanted a cup of coffee, not 
an attempt to engage in a conversa-
tion.

I like the way Chick-Fil-A does it. 
The chain owners have a certain 
religious conviction, and they stay 
closed on Sundays. 

They don’t have to, but they do it 
because they believe that Sunday 
should be spent doing things other 
than working. Whatever that is, the 
employees do not have to work that 
day.

That’s not beating me over the 
head with anything. I wish they 
would be open on Sundays because 

several times I’ve had to go some-
where else, but that’s their policy. It 
would be a lot easier to stay open 
on Sundays also and make even 
more money.

I don’t want Jehova’s Witnesses 
to try to preach to me on my door-
step. If I want to be preached to, 
I’ll go to a church. I also don’t like 
being interrupted like that because 
most of the time I work at home and 
am trying to make a living.

I also don’t like people selling 
stuff door-to-door, especially not 
when I am made to feel guilty about 
the poor guy in front of me who has 
turned himself around and is now 
trying to raise money for college. All 
I have to do to help him is buy some 
subscriptions to magazines at not 
such cheap rates.

I do make some exceptions. I buy 
Girl Scout Cookies no matter where 
they are being sold. I usually cough 
up money for youth sports teams 
and schools also.

So, Starbucks, unless you are 
selling Girl Scout cookies, or trying 
to help a team make it to a tourna-
ment, just give me that cup of coffee 
without the lecture. You don’t know 
what type of a person I am. I may 
not even need to be lectured all that 
much.

So, let’s race away from these 
dumb campaigns. There are better 
ways to sell coffee.

How about putting a bingo board 
on the cup and running another type 
of contest. Maybe make the grand 
prize a trip around the world, but 
people could win other things also, 
like free cups of coffee.

No need to thank me for that idea, 
Starbucks. I’ll send you a consulting 
invoice later.

But maybe I’m totally off on this 
one. Maybe they just want me to 
race someone. That’s different, but 
not right now. My back hurts.

I just wanted some coffee, not a lecture
(Continued from Page 1)

ACC Instructors honored at conference for excellence
Two Alvin Community College 

faculty members were recognized 
for excellence in education during 
the League for Innovation in the 
Community College conference 
March 8-11 in Boston.

Learning Lab Director, Academic 
Foundations Department Chair and 
instructor Dr. Lynda Vern and Court 
Reporting instructor Karen Downey 
were named ACC’s recipients of the 
John & Suanne Roueche Excel-
lence Award.

The award recognizes outstand-
ing contributions and leadership 
by community college faculty and 
staff. Recipients are recognized in a 
series of activities and promotions, 
and honored at the annual Innova-
tions Conference.

Vern and Downey were among 
more than 60 recipients to be recog-

nized in Texas.
Vern has worked at ACC for 40 

years and said she was honored 
to receive the award. Vern teaches 
developmental education students 
and directs the college’s Learning 
Lab.

“The longer I teach, the more 

they inspire me,” she said. “They 
motivate me to work hard to reach 
them and help them achieve their 
goals. My strategies for success are 
to connect with my students and 
to provide excellent materials for 
them.”

Vern recently published a text-
book, Reading and Writing: Prepar-
ing for College Success, which is 
now used in ACC’s developmental 
education courses.

The book and the courses help 
teach students the necessary read-
ing and writing skills they need to be 
successful in college. It was written 
to meet the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board requirements for 
reading and writing courses. Other 
community colleges have expressed 
interest in using her textbook for 
their courses.

“To engage students, I’ve adopted 
the philosophy, ‘Embrace Change,’” 
Vern said. “My work is important. It 
is my life’s calling to be a positive 
influence in my students’ lives.”

Downey has been with the col-
lege for 30 years and works with 
students in the Court Reporting 
program.

“It was such an honor and sur-
prise to win this prestigious award,” 
Downey said.

The Innovations Conference was 
a great experience for Downey, and 
she said she hopes to utilize what 
she’s learned in the classroom.

“To attend the League of Innova-
tions conference here in Boston, 
along with leaders in education from 
all over the country, and represent 
Alvin Community College has been 
a tremendous privilege and an 
experience I’ll never forget,” she 
said.

In addition to teaching in the 
Court Reporting program, Downey 
also teaches Environmental Sci-
ence.

Dr. Lynda Vern Instructor Karen Downey
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New Officers of P. E. O. Sisterhood were recently installed. Pictured 
are Nancy Elkins, Installing Officer; Brenda Ganant, Chaplain; Mary 
Florence Platt, Recording Secretary; Wilda Patton, Treasurer and Norma 
Smith, Vice President. 

P.E.O. Sisterhood installs new officers
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Apple reportedly working 
on a web-based TV service
San Jose Mercury News (TNS)

CUPERTINO, Calif. — Apple is reportedly pre-
paring to release a web-based television service.

The Cupertino tech giant is trying to bring vari-
ous broadcasters on board to create a package of 
about 25 TV channels that owners of Apple gad-
gets could subscribe to, The Wall Street Journal 
reported Monday.

Apple is reportedly in talks with media com-
panies including Walt Disney Co., CBS Corp., 
and 21st Century Fox Inc., paving the way for 
a service that would feature some of the most 
prominent channels while leaving some more 
obscure cable channels off the table. Apple is 
targeting the service for a fall release and plans to 
charge about $30 to $40 a month for it, according 
to the newspaper.

It’s only a matter of time before Apple offers 
a content service of its own, given all the real 
estate it has staked out in consumers’ homes with 
the iPhone, iPad, Mac and Apple TV, said Joel 
Espelien, a senior adviser at The Diffusion Group, 
which studies the future of TV and video.

Silicon Valley meets Switzerland 
in a luxury Android watch

San Jose Mercury News (TNS)
Google took aim at the luxury smartwatch 

market Thursday with some fancy wrist candy 
designed by Swiss watchmaker Tag Heuer and 
powered by an Intel processor.

In a product announcement at the Baselworld 
trade show in Switzerland, the three companies 
said they are teaming up to “create a product that 
is both luxurious and seamlessly connected to its 
wearer’s daily life.”

“Silicon Valley meets Switzerland. What a great 
moment!” said Jean-Claude Biver, president of the 
watch division LVMH and CEO of Tag Heuer.

Beside him were two shirt-sleeved emissaries 
from Silicon Valley, Michael Bell of Intel and David 
Singleton of Google.

Amazon gets go-ahead from 
FAA to test drones for delivery
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Amazon.com is inching closer to a future where 
packages will be delivered by drone.

The online retail giant, which has been aggres-
sively opening new distribution centers to shorten 
delivery times, was granted permission Thursday 
by the Federal Aviation Administration to test an 
unmanned aircraft design.

The “experimental airworthiness certificate” 
comes with several restrictions: Drones must be 
flown during the day and at 400 feet or lower; 
the aircraft must stay within sight of the pilot and 
observer; and the pilot must have, at minimum, a 
private pilot’s license and current medical certifica-
tion.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Christ’s love, sacrifice real Easter theme
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: You’re always telling people 
that God loves them, but if that’s 
true, then why is my life such a 
mess? No matter what I do, it 
never works out. Maybe God loves 
some people, but I don’t think He 
loves me. - V.L.

  A: I want you to imagine 
something for a moment: Imagine 
that one day Jesus comes to your 
house and sits down and looks you 
in the eye. What do you think He’d 
say to you? Do you think He’d tell 
you He didn’t love you? Do you 
think He’d say that you’re worth-
less, and He doesn’t care what 
happens to you?

  No, of course not - and if you 
happened to glance at His hands, 
you’d know why. Those hands 
would be badly scarred - and then 
you’d remember that almost 2,000 
years ago this same Jesus was 

nailed to the cross for you. And 
that’s how we know God loves us 
- not because He takes away all 
our problems, but because He sent 
His Son into the world to die for our 
sins. The Bible says, “This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 
John 4:10).

  Of course, Jesus doesn’t come 
into our homes and sit down with 
us now, but He is still with us by 
His Spirit, and He still speaks to us 
through His Word, the Bible. And 
from one end of the Bible to the 
other He says, “I love you.” If He 
didn’t love us, He never would have 
gone to the cross for us. But He did!

  Don’t let anger, or pride, or 
anything else keep you from Christ. 
Give your life to Him, and then seek 
out other believers who can encour-
age you and help you deal with your 
problems.

Brazosport College honored at Aspen Top 10 Ceremony
The Aspen Institute welcomed 

its Top 10 community colleges to 
Washington D.C. today during the 
awarding of the Aspen Prize for 
Community College Excellence. 
The ceremony, which was held 
at The National Press Club in 
Washington D.C., was attended 
by leaders from across the fields 
of education, business, labor and 

philanthropy.
The Aspen Prize for Community 

College Excellence is the nation’s 
signature recognition of high 
achievement and performance in 
America’s community colleges.

Santa Fe College of Gaines-
ville, Fla. was recognized as the 
nation’s top community college 
and recipient of the Aspen prize.  

Brazosport College was recog-
nized as one of the nation’s top 
ten colleges in 2013 and again in 
2015.

Selected from an original pool 
of more than 1,000 community 
colleges, the Aspen College 
Excellence Program recognizes 
the most outstanding institutions 
for achievements in four areas: 
student learning outcomes, certifi-
cate and degree completion, high 
rates of employment and earnings 
for graduates, and minority and 
low-income student success.

“Brazosport College is honored 
to be included in this prestigious 
list of colleges,” Brazosport Col-
lege President Dr. Millicent Valek 
said. “We take pride in being 
selected as an Aspen finalist two 
consecutive times. It is a testa-
ment that all of the initiatives we 
have in place to assist students in 
achieving their educational goals 
are making a difference.”

The recognition ceremony 
follows a rigorous effort by the 
Aspen Institute to assemble and 
review an unprecedented col-
lection of data on community 
colleges and the critical elements 
of student success.

“Brazosport College works 
incredibly hard to ensure that its 
students are successful, complete 
their degrees and land good, 
high-paying jobs after graduation,” 
said Joshua Wyner, Executive 
Director of the Aspen Institute’s 
College Excellence Program in 
Washington, D.C. “What is so 
striking about this college is its 
effectiveness in ensuring equita-
ble outcomes, reflected in its work 
with under-prepared students, 
and in forging close partnerships 
with local industry. Brazosport 
College’s students, employer 
partners, and entire community, 
benefit from the strategic and 
focused work of this excellent 
institution.”

A few reasons Brazosport 
College stood out as one of the 
nation’s top community colleges 
included:

For more information 
about Brazosport College 
call (979) 230-3000 or visit 
www.brazosport.edu. To learn 
more about the Aspen Institute, 
visit www.aspeninstitute.org.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Approaches aggressively
8 Like some scenic highways
15 Avant-garde neighborhood
16 On the line
17 Call from a collection agency?
18 Questionable alliance?
19 Compass pt.
20 Malicious look
22 “You __!”: Ren, to Stimpy
23 Social attire?

25 Rash symptom
28 Best
29 Eastern priest
33 Playground troublemakers
36 Something that’s going around
39 Sheep transport?
41 Message from the captain?
42 Internal device on most cell-
phones
43 German port
44 Strong cleaners

45 “Keep it down!”
48 Stamp of approval letters
49 Suggestion from one waiter to 
another?
53 Agamemnon’s father
57 Flubs the shot, e.g.
58 Stranded stuff
61 Hive workers?
63 Lasik ray?
65 Humor
66 Tease mercilessly
67 Always-open merchant
68 New York tribe

Down
1 Take __
2 Intimidates
3 Enjoy some Trident
4 Anthem preposition
5 Facial arc
6 Skin woe
7 Most like a guru
8 Avian cry
9 With “The,” 1971 best-seller about 
an evil twin
10 So far
11 Dutch town
12 Sitcom set in a garage
13 Japanese wrestler Sato
14 “__ we forget”
21 Greek consonant
23 Ancient city whose ruins are in 
modern Luxor
24 Wall St. debuts
25 Perfect
26 Yellowish-brown
27 Land of the Minotaur
29 Get in position for the parade, as 
a band
30 Proton carriers
31 Rationed (out)
32 Amphitheater
34 “Arrested Development” narrator 
Howard
35 __ Miguel: Cozumel city
37 Confederate
38 Musical measure
40 Zap, in a way
46 Tint
47 Contract adverb
49 Put down
50 Custom
51 Test, in a way
52 Rhone feeder
53 Rose’s Broadway beau
54 Simple shelter
55 Prynne’s stigma
56 Holder of needles and such
58 Bit of derring-do
59 Granny
60 Qts. and pts.
62 C(tm)te d’Azur view
64 Ratio involving ht. and wt.
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
PIZZA  BREAD  SALAD  PASTA  BAGEL  BACON  STEAK



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    March 31, 2015   THE BULLETIN  Page 15
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: TWICE  EXCEL  DISARM  CONVEX
Answer: When the health club raised its rates, the members were -- “EXERCISED”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): Don’t 
sweat the small stuff. Minor inconve-
niences and mistakes are not worth 
getting worked up over. Roll with 
adversities when they pop up in 
the week ahead. Set your sights on 
achieving lofty and lucrative goals.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): 
Don’t rock the boat. Avoid making 
changes or important decisions, as 
any action you take this week may 
make matters worse rather than 
better. Accept the consensus of 
opinion and follow along to achieve 
the best results.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t 
be too quick to pull the trigger. A 
situation may cause you to take 
rash, impetuous action that might 
only add fuel to the fire. Keep a cool 
head in the week ahead and wait to 
see how events unfold.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Swimming against the current will 
only tire you out. You’ll make little 
progress if you try to get others to 
follow your lead this week, as every-
one else could be moving toward 
different goals.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): To forgive 
is divine. Don’t hold past transgres-
sions over someone’s head; move 
forward with a clean slate. Roman-
tic pursuits may have to take a back 
seat to business matters for the 
better part of the week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t 
allow big spending to squash a 
small budget. It may come down 
to a choice between doing without 
some luxuries this week rather 
than breaking the budget. Pinching 
pennies can add up to a big savings 
over time.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Prac-
tice what you preach. Someone is 
likely to call you on it if you defend 
a viewpoint and then don’t back it 
up. Make sure you choose words 
that line up with your true convic-
tions this week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
The past could come back to haunt 
you. Unresolved problems or debts 
could pop up at an inconvenient 

time this week. Be patient with rela-
tionships, as any bumpy patches 
will inevitably be followed by a 
smoother road.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Make sure what you’re seeing 
is actually there. You may auto-
matically think the worst about a 
relationship in the week ahead. 
The best way to have questions 
answered is to ask them!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Don’t take someone for granted. 
A loved one may feel slighted 
or neglected as you focus your 
attention on other matters. Take 
some time out to make that special 
someone feel special this week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Cooperation makes the world go 
round. Without solid backing you’ll 
have a hard time getting the ball 
rolling on your latest project this 
week. Point out the shared benefits 
others will gain from being in your 
corner.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Find 
common ground. You and a loved 
one may be at odds over what to 
do this week. The simplest solu-
tion is to find something you enjoy 
together.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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