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A Brazoria County Parks volunteer helps to remove a trap, with assistance from a Christmas Bay 
Foundation staffer. The annual Crab Trap removal program project is sponsored by the Brazoria County 
Parks Department. See inside for more information and county parks news.

Clearing our waterways of abandoned traps
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The garage needs cleaning, I 
know. But there are other things 
that have to be done first. Nothing 
specific, but things.

I’m going to clean that garage 
today, no 
matter what 
– determined 
to do it. But not 
right now.

O.K., I’m 
doing it. What 
a mess. How 
did it get like 
this?

I’m walking through there very 
carefully, following that narrow 
path in the middle, leading to 
the washer and dryer, and to the 
shelves in the back.

To be totally accurate, the 
garage is not really like the ones 
in which cars are parked. Several 
years ago, I had a contractor turn 
two-thirds of it into another room, 
while one-third remained the 
garage, with all the stuff garages 
have, the washer and dryer and 
water heater.

It doesn’t take all that long to 
get messed up. Over time, as the 
clutter accumulates, I tend to get 
used to it and accommodate it. 
Then, when I can no longer stand 
it, I kick myself in the rear and 
start cleaning.

This time it wasn’t all that hard. 
I only filled up two big trash bags. 

RAMBLINGS

By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

Is the media to blame for Donald 
Trump?

With each of his victories and 
headline grabbing public events, the 
question is asked anew. The answer 
is complicated because the media 
is more than journalism. Trump is 
a product of the entertainment and 
marketing sides, and he’s enabled 
by the social media sector.

Journalistically, Trump was 
challenged early and often - from 
the first debate when Fox’s Megyn 
Kelly confronted him with his sexist 
attacks on women (“pigs,” “slobs,” 
etc.), to the event a few weeks ago 
in which her colleague Chris Wallace 
produced statistics showing that 
Trump’s budget plans are bogus.

But gradually, as Trump’s slick 
self-promotion prevailed, thirst for 
ratings trumped, if you will, the quest 
for news.

Leslie Moonves, the CBS chief, 
called the presidential campaign a 
“circus,” and yet, referring to viewer-
ship and ad sales, he conceded: “It’s 
a terrible thing to say, but bring it on 
Donald, keep going.”

Indeed, the ad-driven circus was 
in full view the night of Trump’s 
victories in Michigan and Mississippi. 
Multiple networks stayed glued to 
the candidate’s faux presidential 
stage set at his golf club in Florida 
for nearly a full prime-time hour as 
Trump pitched his wine, steaks, 
bottled water, magazine and various 
other products. It was more suited to 

Trumping 
the media

R.E.V.F.D. plans open house April 2 to dedicate Station 2  
The River’s End Volunteer Fire 

Department invites the public to 
an Open House and the dedica-
tion of Station 2 in the Las Playas 
subdivision at 4322 Recreation Dr., 
Brazoria, on Saturday, April 2, noon 
– 4 p.m. 

Come meet the firefighters and 
the rest of the department volun-
teers and take a look at the new 
Training Center.

The official dedication of Station 

2 to Chief Jim Welborn will be at 
2 p.m. It will commemorate the 
achievements of Chief Welborn 
during his stint at Fire Chief. The fire 
fighters will also demonstrate how 
the “Jaws of life” is used.

The Open House will also recog-
nize the monetary contributions of 
the Glick family, whose generosity 
allowed the department to re-skin 
Station 2 last year and build a 
meeting/training facility on Station 2 

grounds. 
Join the community in the spirit 

of celebration. Kids can spray water 
and get pictures on the fire trucks. 
Fire trucks and other fire equipment 
will be on display, and refreshments 
will be served. Free smoke detec-
tors will be given out while supplies 
last.

For more information, call Chief 
David Woodall at (979) 482-7752 or 
visit www.revfd.com.
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             LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Mixed Beverage 
Permit (MB),  Mixed Beverage Late 
Hours Permit (LB), and a Beverage 
Cartage Permit (PE) by RWP 
Ventures, Inc. with Robert Wayne 
Petty as its President/Secretary, 
operating as The Deck Bar to 
be located at 750 Blue Water 
Hwy, Suite “A”, Surfside Beach, 
Brazoria County, Texas.   

1. Violence and tension have escalated inside – and even outside 
– campaign events for Donald Trump. On March 19, protesters blocked a 
highway leading to a Trump campaign event in which city? A. Denver; B. 
Salt Lake City; C. Omaha, Neb.; D. Phoenix.

2. President Barack Obama recently wrapped up a visit to Cuba. He 
was the first sitting U.S. president to visit the island nation since ... A. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt; B. Theodore Roosevelt; C. William Howard Taft; D. 
Calvin Coolidge.

3. Which presidential candidate made this statement in the wake of the 
Brussels terror attacks: “We need to empower law enforcement to patrol 
and secure Muslim neighborhoods before they become radicalized.” A. 
Ted Cruz; B. Donald Trump; C. John Kasich; D. Hillary Clinton.

ANSWERS:1. D; 2. D; 3. A

Tribune-Bulletin weekly politics quiz

HELLO! HELLO! IS ANYBODY DOWN THERE? A husband and wife 
were stranded atop a massive Ferris wheel in Vienna, Austria, when the 
staff turned off the lights and went home. They were the only ones on the 
ride, and an operator handed the controls over to another operator without 
telling him that they were up there.

SURPRISED TO SEE ME, HONEY? A 42-year-old man in Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe, booked a church, to marry his lover even though he was 
married to another woman at the time. When the wife found out that the 
ceremony was about to take place, she showed up at the church, and, 
when the pastor asked if anyone objected to the marriage, she stood up 
and announced that she most certainly did.

SOMEBODY SEEMS TO BE MISSING THE POINT: A brawl broke out 
at an anti-violence rally in Newark, N.J.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK IT’S MINE?  A man charged with shoplift-
ing in Beatrice, Neb., came to court with meth in his pocket, which did not 
escape the notice of court officers.

THIS WILL NOT HELP YOUR CASE AT ALL: A man was let out on bail 
after being charged with selling stolen gift cards in Daytona Beach, Fla. He 
immediately tried to sell 1,000 more stolen gift cards to raise money to pay 
his attorney.

 SOME PEOPLE CALL ME WEED-MAN, OFFICER: Police spotted a 
man laying in an alley in Hackettstown, N.J., and asked him for some ID. 
He handed them a wallet full of marijuana.

WELL, WELL, LOOK WHO’S BACK: While a news crew was doing a 
live shot in front of a bank in Rochester, Minn., because it had been robbed 
the day before, the robber came back to rob it again. An employee ran out 
and informed the reporter of this, resulting in the man’s arrest.

COULD I SEE A DESSERT MENU?  While driving her motorized shop-
ping cart through the aisles of the Walmart in Lecanto, Fla., a woman drank 
two bottles of wine and ate sushi, cinnamon rolls, mini muffins and most of 
a rotisserie chicken.

YOU’LL NEVER CATCH ME, COPPER! A man was spotted trying to 
steal a woman’s purse in a hospital emergency room in Norfolk, Va., so 
he ran outside, stole an unattended restaurant delivery truck and fled 
the scene. He then crashed into the gate of historic Fort Norfolk, got out, 
stripped off his clothes and jumped into the Elizabeth River. He will be 
evaluated by mental health professionals.

SO I GUESS THE JOKE’S ON HIM: A man jumped into a limousine in 
Palm Beach, Fla., with two women inside and drove off “to be funny.” The 
ladies were not amused and screamed to be let out of the vehicle, saying 
later that they feared for their safety. The guy was charged with kidnapping/
false imprisonment and grand theft auto.

The Asa Underwood Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution recently inducted new 
members.  

Special certificates commemo-
rate the 125th anniversary of DAR. 
Pictured are: Shirley Walcik, 
Chaplain; Lynne de la Houssaye 
Robbins; Amy Pursley Baker; Vicki 
Gault Kirby, and Ann Van Volken-
burgh, Membership Chairman.

Local DAR chapter 
inducts members

Please let our advertisers know that 
you saw their ad in The Bulletin
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Elephant burial ritual
Q. Elephants have a life expec-

tancy of about 70 years, select 
mates for life, provide collective 
care for their young, and imbibe 
alcohol (if given the opportunity).  
What other surprising ritual do they 
perform?

A. Like humans, elephants “bury” 
the dead, including other species.  
One encounter with a lion found 
it trapped and unable to retreat, 
recounts Dale Peterson in “Elephant 
Reflections.”  Perhaps as an act of 
desperation, the lion leaped onto 
the shoulders of the matriarch, who 
using her trunk, ripped him away 
and dashed him against the ground.  
Then she and other group members 
pulled off nearby branches and 
placed them over the carcass.

Another report tells of a rhi-
noceros killed by elephants, then 
dragged a considerable distance 
and buried beneath a pile of vegeta-
tion.  And when a tiger, accompa-
nied by her cubs, killed a buffalo, an 

elephant came by, and the feeding 
cats scattered. The elephant then 
“deliberately broke branches off a 
nearby tree and used them to cover 
the buffalo’s carcass.”

Surprisingly, elephants have 
even been known to bury people:  A 
photographing tourist to a national 
park in the old Belgian Congo fool-
ishly moved too close to a large bull 
elephant, which charged, knocked 
the man down and stabbed him with 
a tusk.  When the rest of the tourist 
party returned, “they discovered the 
hapless photographer’s body buried 
beneath a pile of vegetation.”

Fastest roller coaster
Q. The world’s fastest roller 

coaster, topping out at 128 mph, 
used to be Kingda Ka of Six Flags 
Great Adventure, in New Jersey.  
What’s the current record holder?

A. Formula Rossa, located at 
Ferrari World, the planet’s largest 
indoor theme park, opened in Abu 
Dhabi in 2010, reports “Smithson-
ian” magazine.  A hydraulic launch 
system similar to aircraft carrier 
catapults drives the coaster, which 
goes from 0 to 60 mph in two 
seconds, topping out at 149 mph in 
five seconds.  “In keeping with the 
Formula One theme, passengers 
are required to wear goggles.” 

According to Italian physiology 

professor Alberto Minetti, at this 
top speed, “even dust, that is not 
normally harmful, is.  Even dust, like 
when you are sitting at your desk, 
it’s like bullets in a way.”

Down-play Big 5-0 
Q. Suffering from age angst as 

you approach your big 5-0 birth-
day?  Let mathematics come to the 
rescue.

A. To lessen the dread of those 
milestone multiple-of-ten birthdays, 
try expressing your 50th Birthday in 
a numeral system with a different 
base, suggests John Allen Paulos 
in “A Numerate Life:  A Mathemati-
cian Explores the Vagaries of Life, 
His Own and Probably Yours.” For 
example, in a base-12 system, 
Happy 50th Birthday becomes 
Happy 42nd Birthday--four 12’s 
plus two 1’s.  “For greater reduc-
tions in age-angst, you can express 
Happy 50th Birthday as Happy 
32nd Birthday in a base-16 system 
(hexadecimal) -- three 16’s plus two 
1’s.”  Feeling better already?

 Wool fire-resistant
Q. Wool, as you probably know, 

comes not just from sheep but from 
alpacas, camels and goats.  As 
“Discover” magazine points out, 
clothing and other wool items have 
been found in much of the ancient 
world, including 3,400-year-old 
Egyptian yarn.  Wool is biodegrad-
able and can absorb and repel 
water at the same time.  Yet one of 
its more unusual features relates to 
“explosions.”  Can you explain?

A.  Wool actually has a high natu-
ral ignition point of 1,382 degrees 
F, making it fire-resistant, says the 
magazine’s Margaret Shakespeare.  
And it doesn’t drip or melt when it 
does catch fire, features that have 
attracted the interest of the U.S. 
Army in its search for “clothing 
designed to protect combat troops 
from explosive blasts.”

Another kind of explosion -- “one 
we actually want” -- is found 
in baseballs used in the Major 
Leagues.  Inside each ball are 
some 370 yards of tightly wound 
wool yarn, providing “resilience to 
withstand the crushing impact of a 
batter’s hit off high-velocity pitches.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

If you need to publicize your 
community event, send us the 
announcement in text form a 
week before the Tueday you 
need it to run, and we’ll pub-
lish it in the paper. Email the 
information and photos to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: Will my eligibility for the Extra Help with Medicare prescription 
drug plan costs be reviewed and, if so, how often?

A: If you get the Extra Help, Social Security may contact you to review 
your status. This reassessment will ensure you remain eligible for Extra 
Help and you are receiving all the benefits you deserve. Annually, usually 
at the end of August, we may send you a form to complete: 

Social Security Administration Review of Your Eligibility for Extra Help. 
You will have 30 days to complete and return this form. 

Any necessary adjustments to the Extra Help will be effective in January 
of the following year. Go to www.socialsecurity.gov/prescriptionhelp for 
more information.

ACC student Chelsi Nelson, of Pearland, stands next to the college 
Observatory. Nelson will attend a workshop at NASA after she was 
named a Community College Aerospace Scholar.

ACC student Chelsi Nelson named as NASA Scholar
Alvin Community College student 

Chelsi Nelson loves aerospace and 
mechanical engineering, and she 
aspires to earn a doctorate in the 
field.

She began taking courses at 
ACC this past fall and plans to 
transfer to the University of Texas 
- Arlington to pursue her goals.

In the meantime, Nelson will 
be joining the astronauts and 
engineers that make space travel 

possible at NASA this summer after 
she was named one of the agency’s 
Community College Aerospace 
Scholars, or NCAS, for 2016.

“NASA is my dream,” Nelson 
said. “I’m hoping that being a part 
of the program will open the door 
for other opportunities, such as 
internships.”

Nelson was one of 216 students 
across the country selected to 
participate in the four-day workshop 

at Johnson Space Center on May 
22-25.

“NCAS not only inspires com-
munity college students to advance 
in STEM fields, but it also opens 
doors for future careers at NASA,” 
said Tania B. Davis, NASA Minority 
University Research and Educa-
tion Project Manager. “NCAS has 
a legacy of alumni moving from 
NASA internships to and ultimately 
entering the NASA workforce.  It is 
rewarding to see the progression of 
a student from NCAS participant to 
NASA colleague.” 

To be selected for the NCAS 
program, students had to complete 
a five-week online course.

During the workshop, Nelson will 
have the opportunity to work with 
NASA engineers and staff members 
as they learn about careers in sci-
ence and engineering.

Students will also form teams 
and establish fictional companies 
interested in Mars exploration. 
The teams will develop and test a 
prototype rover, form a company 
infrastructure, manage a budget 
and develop communications and 
outreach.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Youth could be changed forever 
by mission trip to poor country

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: By the time you get this, our church’s young people will be on a mis-
sion trip, mainly doing a construction project for a church in a poor country. 
To be truthful, I’m not convinced trips like this do much good, since they 
only last a week or so. Am I wrong? - K.N.

  A: If you lived in that village and witnessed what these young people 
did for your church, I’m sure your attitude would be much different. Even if 
they aren’t able to accomplish everything, they’ll still do much to help that 
church and be a great encouragement to the people. 

  I suspect something even more important will happen as a result of 
this trip: The lives of these young volunteers will be permanently changed. 
Most of them have probably never experienced poverty first-hand, nor do 
they realize the struggles that billions of impoverished people in our world 
experience every day. Self-absorbed and unconcerned about the needs of 
others, they’ll never be the same once they see the world as it really is.

  But not only will they have their eyes opened to the needs of our world, 
but hopefully they’ll also discover how Christ gives hope and meaning to 
all who believe in Him, no matter what they face. Some of the most joyous 
Christians I ever met had almost nothing as far as this world’s goods were 
concerned. The Bible says, “Better the poor whose walk is blameless than 
the rich whose ways are perverse” (Proverbs 28:6).

  As these young people leave on their mission trip, pray that God will 
use them to bless the lives of others, and also give them a new vision of 
what God can do through them. Jesus said, “Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field” (Luke 10:2).

I usually double that. It’s really easy 
to just throw things in the garage 
that you don’t want anymore but 
think you may need sometime in 
the future, which is like, everything. 
After a while, it’s time to get things 
sorted out. But by that time, it 
becomes intimidating.

Look there, where did that come 
from? I have been looking for that 
for months. So this is where it was? 
This happens a lot.

Then the wife warns me not to 
throw things out without her permis-
sion. “I don’t feel comfortable you 
doing this. We may need some of 
this stuff.”

Well, it’s been in here for months, 
and apparently nobody has been 
missing it, I reply. Now, suddenly it 
becomes indispensable?

“You never know when you’ll 
need it,” she rebuts.

It doesn’t matter what the item 
is. This conversation applies to just 
about everything.

Garage democracy then flies out 
the window – actually the door. The 
remaining garage does not have a 
window. I become the ultimate dicta-
tor and make decisions that cannot 
be overruled.

But what if we do need some of 
this? I’m beginning to second-guess 
myself, then find a solution.

I load the “maybe we’ll need this” 
stuff into the van. I am a genius. 
Now I can clean this thing unim-

peded and get it over with, because 
I hate doing it.

The van becomes packed quickly 
and is ready to be driven to my stor-
age space. Yes, that’s the solution. 
If in doubt, put it in storage, where 
it can sit for as long as I pay the 
storage fee.

But the garage becomes unclut-
tered. It’s still not perfect, but it’s 
passable. 

The shelves have important 
things on them that cannot be 
touched, such as screwdrivers and 
nails. They will get attention later. 

Look what I have found. It’s a 
floor. So that’s what it looks like? 
That’s an exaggeration, but it was 
nice to see the garage get back to 

semi-normal. 
There’s a lot of space, I’m think-

ing.
 Now we need to get a big screen 

TV in there, a few chairs, and 
load up a cooler. This can be my 
man-hallway. It’s too narrow for a 
mancave.

The wife walks in and goes to the 
washer without saying anything.

 Hey, I want some praise for this. 
“So, what do you think? Look 

around,” I say.
“Wow, the place looks nice,” she 

finally remarks. 
Thank you. I needed that.
Feels good to be in here now. I’m 

going to have to do this more often. 
Not really. I still hate doing it.

(Continued from Page 1)

Garage cleaning made easier with storage space rental

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Jacob 
Henson of Brazoria, Texas, won 
the bronze medal in the millwright  
competition at Associated Builders 
and Contractors’ (ABC) 29th annual 
National Craft Championships in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., earlier this 
month. Henson was presented with 
the award during ABC’s Careers in 

Construction awards ceremony on 
March 4.

“The dedication to top-notch con-
struction, quality craftsmanship and 
world-class safety exhibited by this 
year’s champions is truly impres-
sive,” said 2016 ABC National Chair 
David Chapin, president of Willmar 
Electric Service, Lincoln, Neb. 

“With the workforce shortage facing 
the construction industry, each of 
this year’s competitors will play an 
important role in the future of merit 
shop construction. Our member 
companies are fortunate to employ 
such skilled craftsmen and women.”

Henson works for RPM Services, 
Inc. in Rosharon, Texas and is 
finishing his training program at 
ABC’s Texas Gulf Coast Chapter 
in Freeport, Texas. In addition to 
the medal, he also received a cash 
award of $350 from ABC, tools from 
Hilti and Klein and a pair of boots 
from Keen.

The National Craft Champion-
ships featured a field of more than 
200 craft professionals from 32 
states competing for top honors in 
15 competitions across 13 crafts. 
Competitors first took an intense, 

two-hour written exam and then 
competed in daylong hands-on 
practical performance test.

The competition was developed 
in 1987 to help celebrate and rec-
ognize craft training in construction 
careers. Each year the competi-
tion draws some of the nation’s 

most talented craft professionals 
and highlights the important role 
that craft skills training plays in the 
construction industry. The National 
Craft Championships Committee, 
which is composed of leading merit 
shop construction firms, plans all 
year for the two-day competition.

Brazoria resident Jacob Henson wins Bronze Medal at ABC’s National Craft Championships

Kentucky AG files fraud suit against VW
FRANKFORT, Ky. _ Kentucky Attorney General Andy Beshear filed a 

lawsuit Tuesday against Volkswagen and its connected brands - Audi and 
Porsche - for allegedly deceiving the owners of nearly 3,800 vehicles regis-
tered in the state.

The 51-page lawsuit, filed in Franklin Circuit Court, claims that Volkswa-
gen and its brands willfully violated state consumer protection laws when 
it fraudulently promoted its turbocharged direct-injection diesel-engine 
automobiles as having “clean diesel” technology.

Beshear said the penalties could be in the millions of dollars. Four other 
states have filed similar lawsuits, which are pending.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER
QVC than CNN, and largely without 
political relevance.

Imagine the pressure on those 
calling the shots in TV control 
rooms. One voice says, “This isn’t 
news, we’ve got to cut away.” 
Another chimes in, “If we do, most 
of our audience will switch chan-
nels.” MSNBC even tape-delayed 
Hillary Clinton’s speech to avoid 
missing a minute of the Trump 
show.

The most vexing question for 
news outlets has always been: Do 
we give viewers what they ought 
to see, or what they want to see? 
Increasingly, in an era of multiple 
channels and media alternatives, 
the scales are tipped in favor of 
sensational, tabloid choices.

On the morning of Feb. 27, 

Trump’s jet landed in Bentonville, 
Arkansas, to media coverage usu-
ally reserved for select heads of 
state. MSNBC sat on a shot of the 
tarmac for many painful minutes 
with the on-screen graphic alert: 
“Any minute Trump to speak.” 
CNN and Fox News Channel did 
the same. 

They showed the jet circling, 
taxiing and eventually rolling to a 
stop, so that Trump could deplane 
for a routine speech, covered in 
its entirety.

Donald Trump is quite right 
when he boasts that every time 
he appears on TV the ratings go 
up. But few in media concede that 
every time the ratings rise so do 
Trump’s popularity numbers. The 
synergy is clear.

The night of March 11 was 

(Continued from Page 1)

Trump is playing the media like a finely tuned violin, and the media loves it
classic. Trump arranged a rally 
in Chicago that, because of its 
location, was certain to draw 
many protesters. He waited until 
the crowd was in place and at a 
fevered pitch, and then canceled. 
All three cable-TV news outlets 
covered it, analyzed it, replayed 
it for hours - and all three took 
on-air calls from Trump himself, 
enabling him to guide viewers 
through this splendid piece of 
marketing.

Coverage of Donald Trump has 
become an extension of his TV 
show “The Apprentice.” As noted 
by several observers, the line 
“Get ‘em outta here” has replaced 
the signature “You’re Fired” as 
Trump’s new reality catch phrase.

To his fans, he is not so much 
a candidate as he is a character. 

That helps explain why most 
attacks on the heroic Trump 
character actually help him rather 
than hurt.

Trump is also the first candidate 
to successfully utilize Twitter, Ins-
tagram and other social vehicles 
for personal attacks - and when 
he strikes, conventional media 
simply cannot resist relaying 
the messages to millions more 
eyeballs.

After his big wins in Florida 
and Illinois, Trump decided not to 
speak with reporters as he had 
promised. The next morning he 
announced he’ll skip Monday’s 
GOP debate on Fox because 
answering questions no longer fits 
his theatrical needs.

Trump is now the puppeteer. 
Media are only props in the show.

A double-play ball, alas, is 
only a pitcher’s second-best 
friend.

On March 20, 1934, female 
multisport star Babe Didrikson 
pitched an inning for the Philadel-
phia Athletics during a spring-
training game in Fort Myers, Fla., 
walking the first Brooklyn Dodgers 
batter and hitting the second.

The third, Joe Stripp, lined into 
a triple play.

NCAA headlines
•At TheKicker.com: “Yale exits 

tournament to focus on upcoming 
organic chemistry midterm.”

•At TheOnion.com: “Report: 
Gonzaga’s in Washington, right?”

Raw, raw, raw
The Kansas City Chiefs signed 

Mississippi State track star Taut-
vydas Kieras, who’s never played 
organized football in his life.

Hey, it was either that or sign 
an ex-Cleveland Brown.

Heads-up
Five first-round flameouts? 

The NCAA Tournament could do 
bang-up business selling Sac-12 
paper-bag headwear.

Just Vin, baby
The Dodgers’ 2016 media 

guide features 88-year-old 
broadcaster Vin Scully – about 
to embark on his 67th and final 
season with the team – pictured 
on the cover.

A strong indication that Scully 
won’t be going any place at the 
trade deadline.

Old yeller
Filmmaker and front-row Knicks 

fan Spike Lee celebrated turned 
59.

Reggie Miller showed up just 
to watch Spike taunt the birthday 
candles into blowing out.

Talking the talk
•TBS’s Conan O’Brien, after a 

band played both the American 
and Cuban national anthems 
upon President Obama’s arrival in 
Cuba: “Then, just because it felt 
right, a baseball game broke out.”

•Maple Leafs president Bren-
dan Shanahan, 47, to the Toronto 
Sun, when asked if he could 
score 25 goals playing alongside 
Patrick Kane: “Sure, if the games 
were played every two weeks.”
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MEGlobal plans new plant in Oyster Creek
MIDLAND, Mich. and DUBAI, U.A.E. – MEGlobal, a wholly-owned subsid-

iary of EQUATE Petrochemical Company, plans to construct a new world-
scale monoethylene glycol (MEG) manufacturing facility at Dow’s Oyster 
Creek site in Freeport.

The new Oyster Creek MEG facility will be owned by MEGlobal and is the 
Company’s first manufacturing unit in the United States. The new MEGlobal 
plant will create 1,400 construction jobs at the project’s peak, and the Com-
pany will employ approximately 50 new workers when it goes on stream in 
mid-2019.

The new site will benefit through a long-term ethylene supply agreement 
with Dow from its new ethylene cracker.

Dow’s new ethylene cracker is part of the existing infrastructure that 
makes the Dow Texas Operations attractive for locating the new MEG plant 
on the U.S. Gulf Coast. Construction continues to progress on the site, with 
the cracker more than 40 percent complete and on track for start-up in the 
second quarter of 2017. 

Dow will also complete ethane feedstock flexibility for an ethylene cracker 
at the Company’s Louisiana Operations site, on track for start-up in the 
second half of 2016. 

These projects will complement previous milestones of Dow’s completed 
investments in the U.S. Gulf Coast including the restart of an ethylene 
cracker at the Company’s St. Charles Operations site in 2012 and the 
world-scale propane dehydrogenation unit (PDH) that began commercial 
operations in December.
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Employees of Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LP’s Sweeny Complex 
present United Way of Brazoria County a check for $90,595. The employees 
donated $52,186 through individual contributions, fundraisers, online auc-
tion, and weekly barbecue luncheons. Moreover, Chevron Phillips Chemical 
matches employee’s individual contributions dollar for dollar, bringing the 
total donated to more than $90,000. Over the years, Chevron Phillips Chemi-
cal has supported United Way’s efforts in promoting education, job training 
and health services to members of the community.

Pictured L-R: Wendy Irwin, Community Relations Liaison; Stephanie 
Funk, United Way Committee Member; Amanda Baca, Chair for United 
Way Committee; Susan Cooman, Director of Resource Development for 
United Way of Brazoria County; and Wayne McDowell, Plant Manager of 
Sweeny Complex.

CP Chem presents $90K check to UW

High school seniors from Sweeny and Columbia-Brazoria Independent 
School Districts who take courses at the Petrochemical Academy recently 
toured Chevron Phillips Chemical Company’s Sweeny Complex. Students 
spent the day with engineers and craft persons from both Chevron Phillips 
Chemical and Zachry Group visiting a control room and a process area, and 
then tested their skills on a crafts simulator provided by Zachry Group.

The Petrochemical Academy provides dual-credit classes for students who 
are interested in process technology, instrumentation, millwright, pipefit-
ting, welding and electrical careers. The Academy was created in 2014 by 
Chevron Phillips Chemical and Phillips 66 in partnership with Sweeny ISD 
and Brazosport College to offer high school students dual-credit technical 
courses in an effort to close the gap of skilled talent needed to construct, 
maintain, operate and support the regional manufacturing growth. For 
instance, Chevron Phillips Chemical is in the midst of building two polyeth-
ylene units in Brazoria County, supporting up to 200 long-term positions and 
5,000 construction and engineering jobs. The project is expected to start up 
in mid-2017.

High school seniors tour CP Chem
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Gather the kids, call your friends and family – the annual Spring Beach 
Clean-Up is Saturday, April 23! In preparation for the summer beach 
season, hundreds of volunteers will flock to Brazoria County’s beaches 
to lend a hand in removing thousands of pounds of litter. The event takes 
place all along the Texas coastline, with Brazoria County usually in the top 
three locations for participation and results. Come be a part of something 
grand!

Each year, Texas Parks and Wildlife hosts a Crab Trap Removal project, in 
which volunteers clear coastal waterways, bays, and estuaries of abandoned 
crab traps.  Abandoned, lost, or forgotten traps pose a hazard for aquatic 
wildlife, the local environment, and to both anglers and other recreational 
users. This year, Brazoria County Parks Dept. joined with the Christmas Bay 
Foundation in assisting TPWD in Brazoria County.

Gulf Coast Search and Rescue squad members help tally abandoned 
traps that could pose a hazard to marine life as well as fishermen.

Organizations participating in the annual crab trap removal program 
include the Christmas Bay Foundation, Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept., 
Gulf Coast Search and Rescue Squad and Brazoria County Parks Dept.

This lucky blue crab was rescued from an abandoned trap and returned 
to the water.

Crab trap removal helps marine life
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Schedule of events
Saturday, April 2 - EarthQuest Birds of Prey at Quintana Beach County 

Park. We are delighted and excited to be hosting the EarthQuest Birds 
of Prey Educational Program. You will get a very close and personal look 
at some beautiful and regal birds. Due to the nature of the show featur-
ing free-flying birds, please arrive early so that everyone may be seated 
before the program begins. This is a free event; however, donations to the 
EarthQuest organization are welcome and appreciated. For more informa-
tion, contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461.
Saturday, April 23 - Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring Clean-Up. Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water. Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward. For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Thursday, May 5, 10:30 a.m. – Story Time at Quintana Beach County 
Park. Beach/Ocean-themed story and associated craft for preschoolers.  
Each session will be different. Some sessions will feature live creatures.  
For more information, contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-
1461.

Thursday, May 12, 10:30 a.m. – Story Time at Quintana Beach County 
Park. Beach/Ocean-themed Story and associated craft for preschoolers.  
Each session will be different. Some sessions will feature live creatures.  
For more information, contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-
1461.

Thursday, May 19, 10:30 a.m. – Story Time at Quintana Beach County 
Park.  Beach/Ocean-themed story and associated craft for preschoolers.  
Each session will be different. Some sessions will feature live creatures.  
Contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461.

Thursday, May 19-22 – Sixth Annual Fishing Tournament at San Luis 
Pass County Park.  Starts at noon on Thursday and runs through 9 a.m. 
on Sunday.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call 
San Luis Pass County Park at (979) 233-6026.

Several years of preparation 
and a few months’ hard work 
paid off in the recent completion 
of a new boat ramp at Hanson 
Riverside County Park.  While 

the largest reward for the Parks 
Department’s efforts is seeing the 
new facility in constant use by the 
local public, receiving a special 
recognition award for the accom-

plishment has to rate a close 
second.  

The Houston-Galveston Area 
Council selected the new project 
in their “Projects Under $500,000” 
awards category, part of the H-
GAC’s Parks and Nature Areas 
recognition program.  

Two other projects also were 
awarded special recognition in this 
category, a new park in Seabrook 
and a playground in Sugar Land.  

Earlier this year, Brazoria 
County Parks Director Bryan Fra-
zier, Pct. 1 Commissioner Dude 
Payne, and Pct. 3 Commissioner 
Stacy Adams attended the H-GAC 
awards ceremony to receive the 
special recognition.  

The Hanson Park Boat Ramp 
provides the only public access to 
the San Bernard River between 
FM 521 and the Saltwater Barrier 
north of Hwy 35.  

County recognized for Hanson Riverside Park boat ramp

Brazoria County Commissioners Stacy Adams (Pct. 3) and Dude Payne 
(Pct. 1) flank Brazoria County Parks Director Bryan Frazier, center,  at the 
H-GAC Parks and Nature Areas awards ceremony. The Hanson Riverside 
County Park boat ramp garnered special recognition from the Council.

Brazoria County’s award-winning boat ramp at Hanson Riverside County Park remains in almost constant use..  

Small Watercraft Club – Join the fun as we learn about canoes and 
kayaks. From basic watercraft safety and skills to short trips on local water-
ways, this growing club is a good fit for family activity and learning. Dates, 
times, and locations vary by season. For information call (979) 864-1541.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Rosie of “The Jetsons,” for one
6 Recede
9 Downloadable programs
13 Golden Gloves venue
14 Chimney substance
16 Toondom’s __ E. Coyote
17 Camp shelters
18 Single proprietor
20 The Old Spaghetti Factory 
alternative

22 Big D hoopster
23 West Coast sch. with more than 
100 NCAA championships
24 Martini order
25 Gloomy
27 Golf hole starting points
29 On the topic of
32 Fed. power dept.
33 “__ Legend”: Will Smith movie
35 Nook and Kindle
38 Self-defense option

40 Emphatic military reply
42 Actor McKellen
43 Japanese soup noodle
44 Formula for salt
46 Brewpub lineup
50 Mr. Fixit’s forte
53 Singer Orbison
55 Aflame
56 Chinese chairman
57 Fragrant bloomer with typically 
pink flowers
61 Comment after a feast ... or what 
the first word of 18-, 20-, 38- and 
57-Across would sometimes sayÑif 
it could talk
63 Christmas celebrity
64 Future plant
65 Nonstick cookware brand
66 __ salts
67 Grinds to a halt
68 Seek damages from
69 Poker-faced

DOWN
1 Squeal on
2 Parental warning words
3 “No fighting, kids!”
4 “As seen __”: ad phrase
5 Used a stun gun on
6 College application pieces
7 Mannerless fellow
8 Like headline typefaces
9 “So-o adorable!”
10 Cash for fun
11 Crowd __: popular performer
12 Order takers
15 Overflow (with)
19 Artist with the website 
imaginepeace.com
21 Pa’s pa
26 Hill-building biter
28 “Burnt” crayon color
30 __ firma
31 Surg. sites
34 Mil. mail address
36 Literary wrap-up
37 Football’s Parseghian
38 Popped the question
39 Bavarian article
40 Conjecture
41 Think tank guys
45 Baby rocker
47 King in Shakespeare’s “The 
Tempest”
48 Moving engine part
49 Hot and humid
51 Post-surg. area
52 Rapids transport
54 Go-aheads
58 Inseparable pals, to texters
59 Brummell or Bridges
60 Captivated
62 NFL scores
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
CARBON  COBALT  COPPER  SILVER  SODIUM  IODINE  HELIUM



Did you know?
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

• Before Bill Nye became the Science Guy, he won a Steve Martin looka-
like contest.

• While at Cornell University, Bill Nye took an Astronomy class taught by 
Carl Sagan.

• Bill Nye applied four times for NASA’s astronaut training program and 
was rejected outright, which he blames on his lack of a Ph.D.

• In 1981, a doctor helped save a 3lb. premature baby boy. The boy grew 
up to be a firefighter-paramedic and 30 years later, helped save the same 
doctor, involved in a road accident.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: VAGUE  CUBIT  FABLED  JIGGER
Answer: Even when the brothers got mad at each other, their anger was -- “RELATIVE”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): There is a spring in 
your step. The first week of spring might bring you a 
chance to widen your circle of acquaintances. Group 
activities and new friendships could be on your sched-
ule in the week to come.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The simplest solution 
will solve the most difficult problem. You may think 
you can shift your funds around like a shell game, but 
in the end you will see that complicated techniques 
won’t give satisfying results.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Prepare to parade with 
the paparazzi. Your popularity grows by leaps and 
bounds especially in the first part of the week. This is 
a great time to interview for a new job, ask for favors, 
or meet the guy or gal of your dreams.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You may be able 
to recite the rules chapter and verse. It could be a 
good week to investigate alternative belief systems 
or to listen avidly to your significant other’s ideas. By 
embracing new ideas you will grow.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): A round of truth or dare 
might be in your future. Be truthful to win this week. A 
casual acquaintance may have the knowledge, know-
how, or connections to help you make a wise and 
possibly lucrative business decision.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Call the shots and use 
all the tricks of the trade. During the week ahead you 
can concentrate on becoming a new improved you. 
Focus on achieving your goals and learn some new 
ways to accomplish them.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your attention to workplace 
politics during the week ahead may improve a relation-
ship. Your personal charm is at a high point. Use it to 
capture someone’s heart or to make working conditions 
more harmonious.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Spin a yarn into some-
thing useful. You know how to get your point across in a 
useful and productive way. Say the right thing this week 
and you will enlighten someone giving them a chance to 
make positive changes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): It is the easiest 
thing in the world to just be you. It is much harder to be 
what others expect you to be. In the week ahead don’t let 
anyone make you feel unworthy or undeserving. Accentu-
ate the positive.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Tie up all your loose 
ends and decorate them with a bow. Get major financial 
matters wrapped up as quickly as possible because by 
the end of the week you may be tempted to gamble on a 
losing proposition.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): It is time to make your 
move. Peer opinions that have kept you from making a 
change will shift for the better. Shop for major appliances 
or anything that should have a long life and aesthetic 
appeal early in the week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Show a united front, not a 
divided front. As this week unfolds some key people may 
not agree with you, but you can support their right to have 
differing opinions. Use friendly persuasion to achieve 
compromises.

Bulletin  Horoscope

History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1854, during the Crimean War, 
Britain and France declared war on 
Russia. In 1979, a reactor at the 
Three Mile Island Nuclear Generat-
ing Station in Pennsylvania suffered 
a partial core meltdown after water 
pumps in the cooling system failed.

March 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1951, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 
were convicted of conspiracy to 
commit espionage for passing 
along stolen U.S. atomic secrets 
to the Soviet Union; they later 
were executed. In 1971, a jury in 
Los Angeles recommended the 
death penalty for Charles Manson 
and three female followers. (Each 
ultimately got life in prison.)

March 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1867, U.S. Secretary of State 
William Seward reached a deal 
with Russia to purchase the terri-
tory of Alaska for $7.2 million. In 
1981, President Reagan was shot 
outside a Washington hotel by John 
Hinckley Jr. Also wounded were 

press secretary James Brady and 
two others.

March 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1889, the Eiffel Tower opened, 
commemorating the centennial of 
the French Revolution. In 1917, the 
United States purchased the Dutch 
West Indies for $25 million and 
renamed them the Virgin Islands.

April 1: ON THIS DATE in 1789, 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
held its first full meeting, in New 
York City. In 1979, Iran proclaimed 
itself an Islamic republic following 
the overthrow of the shah.

April 2: ON THIS DATE in 1513, 
explorer Juan Ponce de Leon 
claimed Florida for Spain. In 1865, 
Confederate States President 
Jefferson Davis fled the capital of 
Richmond, Va., as Union troops 
approached.

April 3: ON THIS DATE in 1882, 
outlaw Jesse James was shot to 
death in St. Joseph, Mo. In 1948, 
President Truman signed into law 
the Marshall Plan, which gave $5 

billion in aid to 16 European nations 
ravaged by World War II.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1959, the Dalai 
Lama fled Tibet to India to find 
refuge from communist China.

This week’s question: In 610, 
Muslims believe the angel Gabriel 
gave what to the prophet Moham-
mad?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Small businesses 
love us. The Bulletin 
allows you to keep 
your business vis-

ible all the time. Call 
(979) 849-407 to see 
how affordable we 

really are.

Look for us on 
Facebook

The Cradle of Texas Daughters of 
the Republic of Texas met recently 
and welcomed a new member, 
Cathleen Mayer from Broken Arrow, 
Oklahoma. Her ancestor was 
Sylvenus Castleman of Austin’s Old 
300 settlers. Pictured left to right 
are:  President Emma Jean Tanner, 
Cathleen Mayer, new member, and 
Registrar Margaret Norman.

Local DRT chapter 
welcomes new 

member

City of Pearland Parks & Recre-
ation is celebrating the 22nd year 
of Paws In The Park. The annual 
City event is scheduled for April 2 
and 3 at Pearland Town Center, 
11200 Broadway Street from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. This two-day event 
will bring together pet enthusiasts 
throughout the Gulf Coast area to 
enjoy a weekend of fun activities for 
all ages.

Each year, Paws in the Park 
begins with the HEB Pet & Owner 
Fun Run at 8 a.m. where partici-
pants can compete with or without 
their four-legged friends in the 1K, 
3K and 5K races. Register by March 
28 for a discounted price. Late 
registration will be available onsite 
the day of the race from 6 to 7:30 
a.m. for $25. Other weekend activi-
ties include Dock Diving, U.S. Disc 
Dog Nationals, The world’s highest 
jumping rescue dog, Hydro, with 
Canines in the Clouds, adoptable 
dogs, doggie fashion show, training 
demos and various pet vendors at 
the Westside Veterinary Hospital 
Exhibitor Pavilion. 

Paws In The Park is a free com-
munity event. For more information 
on this event and other City of Pear-
land events, visit pearlandtx.gov. 

Pearland plans 
Paws in the Park

Did you know?
• Male seahorses are the ones that give birth.
• The sons of Hitler’s nephew who fought for the U.S., all made a pact 

to never have children, so they could end Hitler’s bloodline.
• Universal Studios Orlando is opening a Willi Wonka-Esque chocolate 

factory. It will officially be known as the Toothsome Chocolate factory & 
Savory Feat Emperium.

• The town of Dildo in Newfoundland has an annual festival, Dildo Days, 
which is led by their mascot, Captain Dildo.

• Vincent Van Gogh visited a brothel every 15 days, landing him with at 
least one bout of gonorrhea that led to a three-week hospitalization.
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