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No need to 
count votes

Do you know where your 
food is coming from? 
Most consumers assume 
the food they purchase is 
grown locally. The reality 
could be very different! 
According to Aleda Roth, 
“Almost a quarter of the 
average American’s food 
consumption is imported.” 
Are you ready to get back to 
the basics?

The Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service-Brazoria County will be 
conducting a Backyard Basics Expo 
on March 29 at the Brazoria County 
Fairgrounds.

At the Backyard Basics Expo, infor-
mation and sign-up will be available 
for upcoming workshops on topics 
such as backyard poultry and egg 
production, rainwater harvesting, and 
aquaponics. Honey bees, canning, 
growing and cooking with herbs, 
raised bed and container gardening, 
and composting are other topics. 

The Brazoria County Extension 
Agents will be on hand to answer 
questions about the upcoming work-
shops. 

In addition to Backyard Basic 
educational displays, Brazoria County 
Master Gardeners will be selling a 
large variety of plants just in time for 
spring planting. Master Gardeners will 
be readily available to help you with 
plant selection from their wide variety 
of beautiful plants to purchase and get 
your spring lawn and garden going. 
The Master Gardeners will also be 
hosting a guest speaker, Heidi Shee-
sley of Treesearch Farms from 8 a.m. 
– 9 a.m. with the plant sale beginning 
at 9 a.m.

Come and find out  what the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
– Brazoria County has to offer on 
March 29 at the Brazoria County 
Fairgrounds, 901 South Downing 
Road, Angleton, from 9 a.m. – noon. 
For more information, contact John 
O’Connell at (979) 864-1558, ext. 112.

How to grow 
your own food

Local students participate in National Chemistry Competition
It’s like a spelling bee, but with a twist that brings great 

chemistry to the classroom and onto the auditorium 
stage. 

On Thursday, March 27, 40 students from six BISD 
schools will put their chemistry knowledge to the test to 
see who goes to the state competition as part of the “You 
Be The Chemist Challenge.” 

The program is sponsored nationally by Dow in part-
nership with The Chemical Education Foundation.

 Dow believes successful efforts in the STEM space 
will lead to an innovative and competitive workforce and 
create a knowledgeable society that values science and 
technology.

Participating 5th-8th grade students from Lake 
Jackson Intermediate, Clute Intermediate, Rasco Middle 
School, Lanier Middle School, Freeport Intermediate 
and Stephen F. Austin Elementary will show off their 
knowledge of chemistry concepts, important discoveries, 

and chemical safety awareness in an elimination-based 
competition at Brazosport High School in the John 
McGee performance Center, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on 
March 27. 

First, second, third and fourth place finishers will 
advance to the State Challenge in Houston on April 26. 

The top three students from the State competition will 
advance to the national competition in Philadelphia, PA 
this summer.

“This is the first year Dow has implemented the You 
Be The Chemist program in Brazoria County,” said 
Texas Operations community relations manager, Gabri-
ella Cone. “Preparation for the Local Challenge will raise 
awareness of science, technology, engineering and 
math concepts in a fun and challenging environment. 
We look forward to growing this program to include sur-
rounding school districts in the coming years.”

The competition is free and open to the public. 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I like a good, close election. We 
had some interesting ones right here 
in Brazoria County recently.

I also like elections elsewhere that 
are obviously 
pre-determined, 
but those hold-
ing them are 
pretending that 
there is nothing 
wrong. They 
make perfect 
column fodder. 

You may have 
missed it, as I did at the time it was 
held, but North Korea recently held 
elections to determine who will lead 
that country for the next five years.

I recently read a Time Magazine 
piece on it, and I was not surprised to 
learn that the Great Leader, Kim Jung 
Un, won by a landslide. With 100% of 
the votes counted, it was determined 
that nearly 100% of the people in 
North Korea voted, and they voted 
100% for Kim, the only name on the 
ballot.

That seems almost unbelievable, 
considering that in the U.S.A, we 
have trouble getting people to the 
polls. But that was the number, as 
reported by the North Korean news 
agency.

I know that this agency is known to 
make stuff up, but in this case, they 
didn’t have to do that. That’s exactly 
what happened.

And, when the voting was over, 
the people were so happy at the out-
come, that they burst into a patriotic 
song. How patriotic.

Kim’s uncle could tell you, if he 
were not dead, what happens to 
those who do not support the Great 
Leader. Sadly, the uncle was killed 
... by Kim, as was the uncle’s entire 
immediate family.

No excitement in the North Korean 
elections, other than the threat of 
death or labor camp.

I thought this took the cake until 

ROUNDABOUT

Brazosport Regional Health 
System and Brazosport College 
Community Education Center will 
present the 5th Annual Women’s 
Health Conference on May 21.

Women from all walks of life are 
invited to gather fresh, new ideas to 
help develop confidence towards a 
healthier life.

The Women’s Health Conference 
also brings together families, com-
munity-based health organizations, 
medical professionals, and wellness 
experts for a day of education, inspi-
ration and fun. It is a family health 
conference designed for women of 

every generation.
The interactive conference will 

feature an internationally recognized 
speaker, humorist, medical profes-
sional, and author Kathleen Passanisi. 
As a Certified Speaking Professional 
and a Hall of Fame Speaker, Kathleen 
brings substance, style, and clean 
hilarity to help attendees learn how 
to reduce stress, improve well-being, 
enhance creativity, and make life at 
home and work more fun.

As the Keynote Speaker, Kathleen 
Passanisi will present Ladies, Life, 
and Laughter – The Role of Humor 
and Happiness in Women’s Health. 

Hilarious and heartwarming, Ladies, 
Life, and Laughter will help women of 
every age learn to use laughter and 
humor to relieve tension and stress, 
enhance coping skills, alter perspec-
tive to survive life’s challenges, 
prevent “awfulizing” and its negative 
consequences, strengthen relation-
ships, and live more joyfully in the 
present moment.

For a day of seminars, screenings, 
networking and lunch, the registra-
tion fee is $20. For more information 
about the Conference, or to register, 
please call (979) 230-3600 or visit 
www.Brazosport.edu/ce.

5th Annual Women’s Health Conference set for May 21

We have our Bulletin winners for Monster Energy’s Supercross event, to be 
held in Houston on Saturday, April 5, at Reliant Stadium in Houston.

This is the first time we have held this contest, but from hearing about it 
from family members who have gone to Supercross before, we felt it would 
be an entertaining event for our readers. It is a competitive motor bike race 
with some nice special effects. Although we promoted it as a $108 value for 
four tickets, the great folks at Reliant sent us Club Level South tickets, which 
online are selling for $41-$51 each.

Our winners are: Finis Davis of Angleton, who got his Bulletin at Whata-
burger; Dawn Perkins of Freeport, who picked up hers at Buc-ees; Kathy 
Wise of Brazoria, who got it at Red Top; and Angie O’Neill of Angleton, who 
saw the paper at Gulf Coast Tan.

Congratulations, and for those who didn’t win this time, be looking for our 
next contest, as there’s another one coming up soon! Thank you for read-
ing  The Bulletin and continue to look to us for information about upcoming 
special events and entertainment in our area. 

SUPERCROSS TICKET WINNERS
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Since July 4, 1994
THE BULLETIN is distrib-

uted each Tuesday by J&S 
Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases to 
bulletin94@yahoo.com. Faxed or 
mailed announcements are no 
longer accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-5407. 
Advertising and news release 
deadline is 5 p.m.Tuesday.

Our 20th year of publishing!

Attn: Writers
We are always looking for writ-

ers! If you are interested in this 
freelance opportunity, please 
send a few samples of your work 
to: john.bulletin@gmail.com. All 
writers will be considered. Must 
have ability to send articles and 
photos via Internet and ability to 
handle assignments and also 
come up with story ideas.

A MAN CAN TAKE ONLY SO MUCH: A man, convicted of drug related 
offenses, was being held under house arrest at his home in Livorno, Italy, 
when he decided to flee. When caught by the cops, he asked to be sent to 
prison, not back to his home, to finish out his sentence, because he was tired 
of “continuously fighting with his wife,” and that life with her was “unbear-
able.” Request granted.

I WAS JUST TRYING TO MAKE HIM WANT ME: A British woman sued 
her attorneys because they failed to inform her that finalizing her divorce pro-
ceedings would result in the end of her marriage. Her case was dismissed.

THAT SAYS ‘GUN?’ IT LOOKS LIKE ‘GUB’: A robber, failed in his attempt 
to make off with the money from a Wells Fargo bank in Antioch, Calif., 
because the teller couldn’t decipher his poorly written holdup note. The teller 
called her supervisor over to assist, and the would-be robber ran away.

IT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE A MATCH: A woman, under the influence of 
drugs, crashed her car into a light pole in Boca Raton, Fla., and then ran from 
the scene. Police caught up with her later, and determined that she was the 
driver because they saw the imprint of the steering wheel on her chin.

THERE MIGHT BE A LITTLE TENSION IN THE MARRIAGE: A man, 
piloting a small plane over New York City, made an emergency landing on 
the Major Deegan Expressway in The Bronx. Normally, such a maneuver 
would earn him acclaim as a hero, but, since he had two female passengers 
with him, his wife seemed less than pleased. When asked why she wasn’t on 
board, she said, “Why don’t you ask him? I’m sure he would be happy to tell 
you.”

HEY, WHAT ARE YOU DOING!? LET ME GO!? A man got so drunk 
on New Year’s Eve on the Spanish island Santa Cruz de Tenerife that his 
relatives wrapped him in a blanket and locked him in the trunk of a car. A 
neighbor called the cops who rescued the guy. No charges were filed.

A MOST INTERESTING CRIMINAL RECORD: A high school kid on 
a snowboard chased a moose through the Whitefish Mountain Resort in 
Kalispell, Mont., and posted a video of it on Facebook. Authorities saw it, and 
fined him $250 for agitating wildlife.

OH, AS LONG AS YOU HAD A GOOD REASON: A man took a ride on 
the baggage carousel at the Des Moines International Airport at1:45 in the 
morning. He told police he “didn’t think it was going to be that big of a deal,” 
and that he did it because a friend dared him to.

WELL, SIR, YOU’VE COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE: A man crashed his 
car into an auto repair shop in Colleyville, Tex.

YOU’RE JUST MAKING THIS WORSE, SON: A police officer, working 
extra duty at a Wal-Mart in Colorado Springs, arrested a guy he caught 
shoplifting. And he found that the guy had a bag of crystal meth and an illegal 
handgun. The suspect’s solution was to offer the cop $100 to let him go. No 
deal.

Full- or part-time leasing assistant position 
available for reliable, friendly, self-motivated 

individual with customer service skills.

Email resume to angletonmanor@usrgroup.com, 
or serious inquiries can apply at 1100 Buchta, 

Angleton, and bring resume.

Help wanted: Leasing Assistant
the Crimea referendum vote was held 
after Russia already occupied that 
part of Ukraine.

The city of Sevastopol is a pretty, 
seaside town in Crimea. It has a lot 
of history, beautiful scenery, and a 
total of 385,462 residents, including 
children.

On March 16, this city voted 
overwhelmingly to join Russia, by 
94.5 percent. There were a total of 
474,137 votes cast, 88,675 more 
than all the residents combined in the 
entire city, including the children.

The Russian overseers made the 
mistake of over-stuffing the ballot 
boxes. We had a student council 
election in high school where the 
same thing happened. More students 
voted than were in attendance that 
day. The argument could be made 
that this is so high-school!

Crimea, a few weeks ago, became 
occupied by Russia, and then the 
referendum elections were held. 
Before the occupation, four percent of 
the people in Crimea wanted to join 
with Russia. That increased to 94.5 
percent after troops moved into the 

area. Invasions have a way of turning 
around a vote.

The referendum did not allow for a 
“no” vote on whether the area should 
be annexed. The outcome was an 
overwhelming “yes” and “yes.”

These dictator types need to just 
stop with the fake elections. It’s not 
fooling anyone. Just assume that 
they are the winners because they 
have a lot of weapons and move on 
until another dictator takes over, one 
way or another.

Kim must have been laughing hard 
when he saw the Crimean results. 
Only 94.5%, what an amateur that 
Putin is. I got 100%, he probably 
said to whoever was around him, still 
alive.

Putin: Yeah, Kim, but we counted 
123 percent of the vote, not 100% 
like you did, so who is better now?

Kim: You got me there, Vladimir. 

No need to count votes when elections are pre-determined
Just wait until the next election. We’ll 
count 200 percent if we have to.

Putin: Kim, if you want to make 
the elections interesting, run against 
yourself.

Kim: Not funny, Vladimir. If I did 
that, I’d have to kill myself.

(Continued from Page 1)

Toyota to pay $1.2B 
federal fine to settle 
acceleration probe

Toyota Motor Corp. has agreed to 
pay a $1.2 billion fine to settle a four-
year federal criminal investigation into 
whether it properly reported safety 
complaints about the sudden accel-
eration of its vehicles to regulators.

In the agreement with the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Japanese 
automaker admitted that it misled 
U.S. consumers by concealing 
and making deceptive statements 
about two safety issues affecting its 
vehicles, each of which caused a 
type of unintended acceleration. The 
case focused on reports of floor mats 
jamming gas pedals and sticking gas 
pedals.

The automaker was formally 
charged with one count of wire fraud, 
but if it abides by the settlement 
terms, the Justice Department will 
defer prosecution for three years and 
then seek to dismiss the charge.

—Los Angeles Times
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed notices, but do 

not accept faxed notices or notices sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert them here for publication.

Shark repellant
Q.  Sure, you can punch a shark 

without getting punched back.  But 
under the circumstances, that would 
be the least of your worries, right?

A.  Marine biologist Ben Rutten-
berg was scuba diving in Galapagos 
studying geographical arrays in 
damselfish, as he told Jenny Blain 
in “Discover” magazine.  Common 
to that part of the world are three 
species of sharks, none of which 

are usually very threatening.  But on 
one particular occasion, Ruttenberg 
and his colleagues were in 25 feet 
of water counting juvenile fish when 
suddenly he noticed a very large 
shark in front of him, heading right 
for him.  “A few things went through 
my mind.  The first was, wow, that’s a 
very large shark.  Second, it’s coming 
right for me; that’s very unusual 
here.”  

Ruttenberg recalled that sharks 
have a lot of sensitive sensory organs 
in their snout and that if you grab one 
there, it will stop doing whatever it’s 
doing.  “So as the shark swam up 
to me, I essentially punched it with 
the palm of my hand, underneath 
its snout.  Then the shark and I sat 
there.  It felt like two or three weeks 
that we hung out.  And then it flicked 
its tail and vanished.  The entire thing 
happened in less than five seconds.  
We called the boat to come get us. I 
never swam so fast.”

Afterward, Ruttenberg became 
convinced that what he had encoun-
tered was a bull shark – one of the 
most aggressive shark species in the 
world – and speculated that the shark 
had taken him for a sea lion or even 
“for a girl shark and wanted to check 
him out.”  
They grow up so fast

Q.  In the beginning – April 1993 

– there was 1.  By the end of the 
year, there were 500, and today there 
are roughly 670,000,000 of them 
– some fanciful, some serious, some 
minimalist; you may even have one 
or two of your own.  What are they?

A.  Did you guess “websites”?  
Actually, the world’s first website – by 
the particle-physics lab CERN – was 
“dreadfully boring,” just a straight-
forward presentation of information, 
but it was available royalty-free, 
says “Mental Floss” magazine.  “The 
site shared basic technical informa-
tion about how to code a web page 
and how to search for information 
on the web ... and also provided 
instructions for building sites....”  In 
addition to the “mothership” website 
CERN, WebMD, Urban Dictionary 
and Match.com are among what the 
magazine terms “The 25 Most Power-
ful Websites.”
Paper or pixel?

Q.  As a reader, are you a paper or 
a pixel person?  What do researchers 
have to say on the issue?

A.  Over 100 studies comparing 
how people read on paper versus on 
screen have been conducted since 
the 1980s, with early ones showing 
that people read from screens more 
slowly and with less comprehension, 
says Ferris Jabr in “Scientific Ameri-
can” magazine.  But as the technol-
ogy improved, the findings became 
more mixed, and today in the U.S., 
e-books account for more than 20% 
of all books sold to the public. 

However, most people still say they 
prefer paper, and Jabr cites recent 
studies typically confirming paper’s 
advantages: 

1)  “When recalling a passage, 
people often picture it on the page,” 
with an open book’s many “land-
marks” making memories stronger;

2)  Flipping through the pages of a 
paper text makes scanning and sec-
tion comparisons easier;

3)  “Paper and ink reflect ambient 
light, whereas computers and tablets 
emit light,” possibly tiring eyes and 
taxing concentration;

4)  “The thickness of read and 
unread pages helps to form a coher-
ent mental map of the text by provid-
ing a much firmer sense of place than 
a progress bar.”

Stay tuned for further updates. 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 

Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Jimmy Fallon takes ‘Tonight Show’ into unchartered territory
By Mary McNamara
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — Turns out you 
can teach an old time slot new tricks.

The recent passing of “The 
Tonight Show” torch from Jay Leno 
to Jimmy Fallon sparked the inevi-
table state-of-the-genre conversa-
tion. In a world ruled by tweets and 
memes, Netflix and YouTube, is 
there even a place for late-night talk 
shows anymore?

Don’t know about talk shows 
plural, but there’s certainly a place 
for “The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon,” if only because 
Fallon’s been rigorously carving it 
out from the calcified post-nightly 
news landscape himself.

Whether he’s playing Flip Cup 
with Annette Bening, photo-bomb-
ing tourists with Jon Hamm, taking 
a Polar Plunge dare from Rahm 
Emanuel or just chatting it up with 
the endless array of his “very favor-
ite” people, Fallon has, in less than 
two months, re-framed the franchise 
and sparked the kind of audience 
excitement “The Tonight Show” 
hasn’t seen in years.

The ratings have soared, and why 
not? Where else are you going to 
see Michelle Obama hamming it up 
with Will Ferrell, Emma Thompson 
playing Pictionary with Bradley 
Cooper, or Idina Menzel killing the 
freshly Oscar-anointed “Let It Go” 

with only toy instruments as accom-
paniment?

Fallon’s midcareer energy infuses 
his “Tonight Show” with the kind of 
good-natured, slightly silly “welcome 
to the party” feel that Ellen DeGe-
neres brought so successfully to 
daytime (and more divisively to this 
year’s Oscars). Night after night, 
there is music and games, pranks 
and funny anecdotes, all involving 
A-list stars with whom Fallon inter-
acts as admiring peer rather than 
benevolent dictator.

It may still be difficult to imagine 
Fallon interviewing the president 
(although if Zach Galifianakis can 
do it ...) or taking on a celebrity with 
real issues (a la the famous Leno / 
Hugh Grant interview). But he hap-

pily brought Randy Newman on in 
early weeks to criticize “The Tonight 
Show’s” move from Los Angeles 
to New York, which Newman then 
punctuated by playing “I Love L.A.”

Admittedly, Fallon gave us quite 
a scare in the beginning. His Feb. 
17 debut was nothing if not under-
whelming. Uncharacteristically sub-
dued and pale, Fallon spent much of 
the hour downplaying his worthiness 
to accept the mantle.

If it hadn’t been for U2 (who 
played on the roof of Rockefeller 
Center) and Stephen Colbert (who 
showered Fallon with pennies), the 
first show would have been a total 
dud.

Whether it was a clever exercise 
in expectation management or just a 
bad case of opening-night jitters, that 
initial clammy uncertainty is now just 
a distant memory. Fallon has swiftly 
claimed ownership of the iconic hour 
in a way that pays homage to tradi-
tion — relax everyone, there will still 
be an opening monologue — but, 
mercifully, does not bow to it.

Under Johnny, and then Jay, “The 
Tonight Show” became very pleased 
with itself. For up-and-coming come-
dians, snagging a “spot on Carson” 
could make or break a career, and 
eventually that feeling extended itself 
across the entertainment industry. 
For moviemakers, musicians, writ-
ers and eventually politicians, an 
appearance on “The Tonight Show” 
became such a marketing necessity 
it was treated as an honor.

While this cemented the show as 
a ratings leader, it also made the guy 
behind the desk seem more mon-
arch as host; even the ever-amiable 
Leno granted an audience more than 
sat down for a chat.

Fallon may have the desk, but 
it seems more like a place for him 
to park his Chinese food or write 
his Thank You notes than a symbol 
of authority. Sweetly enthusiastic 
enough to overcome even an annoy-
ing reliance on first-person plural 
— every guest is “our favorite” whom 
“we just love” — Fallon is much 
closer to his pre-hosting days than 
Leno or Letterman.
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W  A  N  T  E  D
Be one of only SIX inground swimming pools to be sold & built in selected

zip codes to act as references in this area.  This offer is from a 43 year
old swimming pool manufacturing company expanding in your area.

WE OFFER:  100% financing (on approved credit)
A LIFETIME Warranty - Special Discounts

Average 7 day installation
CALL 1-800-324-7665 & ask for MR. MILLER
Monday - Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm or visit our website @

www.americanfiberglasspools.com

New procedure simplifies expensive ear-tube operations
By Neal St. Anthony
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (MCT)

MINNEAPOLIS — Preceptis 
Medical is a small company that has 
big designs to clip the costs and 
boost the safety for the 1.3 million 
young children who undergo ear-tube 
surgeries each year.

“This is a simple story,” said Pre-
ceptis CEO Steve Anderson. “We’ve 
come up with an effective tool that 
allows us to do the procedure under 
conscious sedation, avoiding the 
expense of the operating room, and 
avoiding the risk to young children of 
general anesthesia.”

Anderson said the procedure can 
be done in a clinic or doctor’s office 
for up to 70 percent less than the 
nearly $5,000 cost of the traditional 
surgical repair for infected ears in 
youngsters.

Dr. Frank Rimell, a veteran pediat-
ric surgeon and a “principal inves-

tigator” testing the Preceptis tool at 
the University of Minnesota-Amplatz 
Children’s Hospital, said several ear-
nose-and-throat surgeons are testing 
the tool at four Twin Cities hospitals. 
Rimell said he expects to present the 
results of more than 50 procedures 
on children up to 5 years old at a May 
conference of pediatric ear, nose and 
throat surgeons in Las Vegas.

“I want to get this procedure out 
of the operating room for multiple 
reasons,” he said.

The goal, Rimell said, “is to see if 
we can make this most-common pro-
cedure among children in the United 
States even safer. And it is a safe 
procedure now. But even safer and 
more economical. We want to remove 
potential risks and make it cheaper.”

The tests are being done using 
nitrous oxide, considered a safe and 
inexpensive sedative used by dentists 
for decades, instead of a general 

anesthetic.
The Preceptis tool was invented by 

Dr. Michael Loushin, a partner in Twin 
Cities Anesthesia Associates and an 
adjunct faculty member at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota medical school, and 
Keith Leland, a mechanical engineer 
and vice president of research and 
development at Preceptis. The com-
pany is headquartered in Plymouth, 
Minn.

According to Preceptis, the 
procedure requires one precise pass 
at the ear, taking about 10 seconds. 
The patient remains awake, though 
sedated with the nitrous oxide.

Anesthesiologists, who stand to lose 
business, might not like this procedure. 
But it’s the type of innovation that can 
help reduce health care costs.

With the Preceptis tool, surgeons 
are able to insert the tube on the first 
pass 85 to 95 percent of the time, 
Rimell said.
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John Sage experienced a life- 
changing tragedy in 1993 when 
his sister, Marilyn Sage Meagher, 
was murdered by two 19-year-old 
strangers whose identified motive 
was to steal a car and money.  What 
Sage didn’t know then was that 
her death would be the impetus for 
a new life direction, a restorative 
justice program, Bridges to Life, that 
brings prisoners and crime victims 
together in a journey of healing. 

Five years after the murder, he 
learned through the state’s Victim 
Services Division about a pilot pro-
gram the prison was implementing 
with inmates and crime victims. He 
volunteered and said he was moved 
by the changes he saw in the hearts 
of the inmates. The concept of 
restorative justice was unknown 
to him in those days. He would 
take those early observations and 
experiences and turn them into an 
expanded concept and curriculum.

Bridges to Life was formed in 
1998 and began its pilot program in 

one Texas prison the following year. 
The 14-week program that brings 
victims together with prisoners, 
not their offenders, had 41 inmate 
graduates in 1999.

Bridges To Life is rapidly expand-
ing and needs more volunteers.  It 
only requires that you have a willing 
heart and be a good listener in order 
to make a difference in the lives of 
others.  If you are interested, please 
contact Dolores Stoughton  by email 
(Dolores@bridgestolife.org) or tele-
phone (281) 380-8516.  For more 
information about Bridges To Life, 
visit www.bridgestolife.org.

The expanding program is now 
in 33 Texas prisons, and over 
20,000 inmates have completed 
the program. There are over 400 
active volunteers throughout Texas. 
The volunteers include both victims 
of crime and facilitators, who lead 
the discussion groups through the 
curriculum. Once they get involved, 
they are richly blessed by minister-
ing to the “least of our brethren.” 

The program becomes a continu-
ous source of spiritual growth for all 
involved. Being in a prison setting 
among murderers, armed robbers, 
and drug dealers means that volun-
teers hear things many have never 
heard about. “It’s a learning experi-
ence and very emotional.  Everyone 
tells their story, and the inmate has 
to take responsibility.” 

Words are spoken, stories are 
told, and confessions are made that 
have never been spoken or never 
will be spoken again.  And these 
words need to be spoken for people 
to begin the healing process.

Bridges To Life has proven to 
be very effective at significantly 
reducing the recidivism (return) 
rate of inmates by focusing on the 
concepts of accountability, respon-
sibility, confession, repentance, 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and 
restitution. The program has been 
recognized with numerous awards 
and commendations for its unique 
ministry.

Expanding Bridges to Life prison program needs volunteers

The State Comptroller’s Office recently announced that $332,500 in grant 
funding has been awarded to Brazosport College for technical equipment 
needed to train workers for local industry.

 The funds were part of $5 million in grants awarded by the Jobs and 
Education for Texans (JET) Advisory Board to 18 community colleges across 
the state.

 “These grants will help students get hands-on training in a range of 
occupations that are vital to the state’s continuing prosperity,” said Texas 
Comptroller Susan Combs. “We have diverse economic sectors that require 
technical skills for which our workforce needs to be trained. The grants 
approved today cover equipment in programs such as the oil and gas sector, 
manufacturing, healthcare and mechanics.”

 With the grant, Brazosport College plans to build a maintenance 
equipment trainer, which will assist the training of students in the fields of 
millwright, electrical and instrumentation.

“This grant will provide educational tools for our process technology fields, 
including up-to-date instrumentation and control systems, as well as addi-
tional pieces of equipment,” said Ron Colwell, PSPT Instructor at Brazosport 
College. “It allows us to expand our process technology program which, in 
turn, provides more exposure and hands-on skills for those studying toward 
careers in local industry.”

The JET grant program for equipment began in 2009, and approximately 
$16.7 million has previously been awarded.

For more information about the JET grant program, visit www.everychanc
eeverytexan.org.

Brazosport College receives 
grant for training equipment

Paws in the Park weekend in Pearland March 28-30
The City of Pearland will present its 

20th annual Paws in the Park event 
from March 28 to 30 at Pearland’s 
Independence Park. The event is 
coordinated by Pup Squad Animal 
Rescue, a Houston-based non-profit 
organization that works to rescue 
animals from shelters throughout 
the Houston area. This year marks 
the second year that Pup Squad has 

coordinated the community event. 
Paws in the Park weekend opens 

with a benefit “Wags to Riches 
Gala,” to be held on Friday, March 
28 at Golfcrest Country Club in the 
Green Tee subdivision of Pearland. 
The first-year event is coordinated 
by Pearland Pets, a coalition of 
pet-friendly businesses and vet-
erinary offices.  Proceeds from the 

gala will benefit Pearland Animal 
Control and Adoption Center. Tickets 
for the event are currently on sale, 
and can be purchased by visiting 
www.pearlandpets.com. 

Paws in the Park continues into the 
weekend with the running of the H-E-
B Plus! Pet and Owner Fun Run on 
Saturday, March 29. The run features 
a 1k, 3k and 5k run/walk course, with 
pet-friendly amenities such as water-
ing stations. A free 5k wheelchair 
racing division has been added to this 
year’s race. Racing begins at 10 a.m. 
at Independence Park, located at 
3919 Liberty Drive in Pearland. 

Visitors to Paws in the Park on 
Saturday and Sunday can expect 
full days of family-friendly and 
furry entertainment throughout the 
day. Scheduled competitions and 
entertainment include dock diving, 
dog disc exhibitions, performances 
by “Pets Overboard,” a stage show 
featuring animals rescued from local 
shelters, vendor exhibitions pre-
sented by the Westside Veterinary 
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       L E G A L  N O T I C E
Application has been made with 

the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission for Mixed Beverage Permit 
(MB), Food and Beverage Certificate 
(FB), and Beverage Cartage Permit 
(PE), by Janice Lee Smithhart, 
operating as Smithhart’s Grill, to be 
located at 2440 N Velasco, Angleton, 
Brazoria County, Texas.

BC Music Dept. to hold scholarship auditions
The Brazosport College Department of Music will hold scholarship audi-

tions on Saturday, March 22. 
Scholarships are available for instrumentalists, including a pianist, and 

a vocalist who will be enrolling at Brazosport College in the fall semester. 
Scholarships range from $400 to $600 per semester.

A prepared piece and some sight reading will be required.
Auditions are by appointment only and can be set up by calling Rodney 

Mason or Richard Birk. Mason can be contacted at (979) 230-3316 or 
rodney.mason@brazosport.edu, while Birk can be reached at (979) 230.3272 
or richard.birk@brazosport.edu.

The Alvin Community College 
Foundation will begin construction 
soon of solar lighting around a portion 
of the jogging track.

Using $10,000 in funds from a 
Texas New Mexico Power company 
grant, a $17,000 donation from 
faculty member Nancey Lobb, and 
$22,000 in Foundation proceeds, 
crews will install 12 light fixtures 
along the trail powered entirely by 
the sun.

The grant funds will be used to 
purchase the lights and for installa-
tion.

The 100-Watt lights will increase 
safety for walkers and runners while 
saving the college nearly $80,000 in 
capital and operating costs.

Construction is scheduled to finish 
by summer.

“The jogging track is used by the 
entire Alvin community,” Founda-
tion Executive Director Wendy Del 
Bello said. “These lights will increase 
energy conservation while also pro-

viding added security for joggers.”
The LED lights will stand 17 feet 

above the ground and will operate for 
five hours after dusk. They will then 
switch to motion sensors and activate 
when someone is using the track.

The 12 lights will be placed on a 
1,750-foot portion of the track close 
to the Nolan Ryan Center. They are 
the first phase of a the overall goal to 
light the entire 2-mile track.

TNMP awarded the college a grant 
in September through a non-profit 
organization created by the company 
to foster conservation. The ward was 
from TNMP’s 30th Anniversary Grant 
which supports organizations serving 
and improving the environment in 
their communities.

“The TNMP Fund is pleased to be 
able to fund these worthy projects,” 
TNMP President Neal Walker said. 
“We look forward to seeing these 

projects improving the quality of life in 
these communities that we serve.”

Del Bello said the Foundation 
deeply appreciated the donation by 
Nancey Lobb. 

“Without Nancey’s gift, we would 
not be able to move forward with this 
project,” she said.

Alvin College to install solar lighting on jogging track

Castro son-in-law 
promoted to general

A powerful son-in-law of Cuban 
ruler Raul Castro, in charge of the 
military enterprises that dominate 
the island’s economy, has been 
promoted to general despite recurring 
reports of tensions with his wife and 
brother-in-law. Luis Alberto Rodriguez 
Lopez-Callejas, is in his mid-50s and 
has long been identified as a colonel 
in the Revolutionary Armed Forces, 
or FAR.



Page 8  THE BULLETIN  March 25, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Trying to understand dieters’ temptations
By Mary MacVean
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

If there’s no caramel cheesecake, you’re not likely to eat any. But plop one 
down on a table among a group of friends, and the forks come out. That’s a 
simple scene that embodies some of the complex mechanisms that make it so 
hard for people to lose weight and keep it off.

Researchers in England who were trying to sort out what tempts dieters and 
what makes them give into temptation looked at a group of 80 people, mostly 
women, over seven days, giving them phones and apps to record instances of 
temptation: how they felt, what was happening and whether they took a bite or 
a sip.

Over the week, they recorded 898 instances of temptation.
As every dieter knows, keeping weight off for good is extremely difficult. 

And some of the factors the researchers reported last week were no surprise: 
Being around friends, late-night cravings and alcohol have a major effect. Other 
factors, as the makers of desserts and snacks surely know, include being tired. 
Who hasn’t stopped at the supermarket after a long day and bought foods they 
might better have left on the shelf?

But while some of those might seem obvious, the researchers are looking at 
exactly what’s going on in an effort to develop ways to empower people to resist 
temptation. Would it help, for example, if you had a phone app to record your 
feelings every time you happened upon a bowl of chips or an ad for ice cream?

“The findings help piece together the complex jigsaw surrounding the daily 
predictions of dietary temptations and help us to better understand how dietary 
temptations and lapses operate,” the researchers wrote in the journal Annals of 
Behavioral Medicine.

The 80 participants were part of a weight-loss group or were dieting on their 
own. For a week, they were asked to fill out a phone diary each time they were 
tempted. The researchers said previous studies of willpower had been done in 
lab conditions; this one was done in “real” life.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-con-

ditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.
sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 

with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.
s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.

Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry

Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541

Brazoria County Parks Director 
Richard Hurd

Board of Park Commissioners
Meta Kirby, Chairman

Paul Wofford, Jr., Vice Chairman
Joyce Peltier, Secretary

Dorman Davidson
Wayne Shaw

Rex Lloyd
John Stanford

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)

Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana; Dow 
Chemical Company; BASF Corporation

Gold ($1,500)
Silver ($1,000)

DSM Nutritional Products Inc.; Wal-Mart, 
Angleton; Warehouse Associates (Pirates 
Alley Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates); Meyerland Custom Home 
Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Texas Gulf Bank; DM Petroleum Opera-

tions; Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh; and Waste 
Connections of Texas.

We also thank the many volunteers who help 
clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To become 
a sponsor or to volunteer in our programs, call 979-
864-1541 or email jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

The staff at San Luis Pass County 
Park are making special plans for 
the Easter weekend.  They’ve made 
arrangements for a visit from our favor-
ite over-sized rabbit and have a few fun 
things lined up for the kids.  

The Easter Egg Hunt starts at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, April 19.  Candy and 
prizes will be provided in abundance, 
but the outing is only open to registered 
campers.  That’s right - you have an 
excellent excuse to spend the weekend 
at the beach!

Come out and take advantage of 
the long weekend for a family getaway.  
Load up the family - kids, wife, hus-
band, even the mother-in-law - stuff the 
RV full of all the necessities you won’t 
need, and head down to the beach.  
And don’t forget your fishing gear!

Once the kids have wound down 
their energy with racing everyone else 
for hidden eggs and clamoring for the 
Easter Bunny, and are contentedly 
eating more chocolates and sweets 
than any dentist would allow, it’s YOUR 
time.  Pull your gear, check the tackle 
box (don’t forget the saltwater stamp on 
your license), and go get supper!  San 
Luis Pass is the hands-down best fish-
ing location in the area.  

Don’t miss this opportunity to make 
everyone happy at one time.  Remem-
ber, the Easter weekend activities 
are for registered campers, so make 
reservations early.  

For information or reservations, call 
1-800-372-7578 or visit www.brazoria-
county.com/parks.

San Luis 
Pass County 
Park plans  
special Easter 
weekend

Easter egg hunt at San Luis Park,

Oversized Easter Bunny on duty.
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Join us at the beach for the annual Spring Adopt-A-Beach Clean-Up on Satur-
day, April 26.  

Hundreds of volunteers will combine forces to clean Brazoria County beaches 
in anticipation of summer crowds.  Help us make our beaches safer and more 
inviting for local beach-goers and out-of-town visitors alike.  

Registration points are designated at Stahlman Park in Surfside and at Quin-
tana Beach County Park in Quintana.  Participants will arrive by 9 a.m. to register, 
draw supplies, and hit the beaches.  A beach lunch will be served for volunteers at 
the registration areas at noon.  

The Adopt-A-Beach clean-ups take place on the same day all along the Texas 
coast, from the Sabine River to the Rio Grande.  Volunteers annually remove 
about 500 tons of refuse from Texas public beaches, enriching our beaches and 
helping our wildlife.  Started with the efforts of one young lady in 1986, the Adopt-
A-Beach program in Texas has seen the cooperation of more than 42,000 partici-
pants who have made a positive impact on our public beaches.  The program now 
has participants in 13 countries, each with its own clean-up schedule.  

Help continue this Texas tradition and make our beaches a better place for 
everyone to enjoy.  

For more information, contact local coordinators James Glover, for Surfside, 
Folletts, and San Luis beaches, at (979) 864-1541 or Patty Brinkmeyer, for Quin-
tana and Bryan beaches at (979) 233-1461.

 You can now visit Parks Dept. on Facebook
The Brazoria County Parks Department is using Facebook as an interac-

tive means of getting the word out about our programs, updates, and activities.  
Visitors to the popular social networking site can post photos, comments, and 

reviews and catch up on some of the latest happenings in 
the county parks. 

For those without a Facebook page of their own, 
simply visit www.brazoria-county.com/parks and click on 
the Find us on Facebook link. 

Of course, we all know that the best source for information on your parks 
department is The Bulletin!  

Help us clean up our beachBrazoria County Parks Department events schedule
              ~ 2014 Programs ~
Saturday, April 19, 2-4 p.m. - Easter 

Egg Hunt at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Candy and prizes provided.  
Registered campers only; for infor-
mation or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Saturday, April 26 - Texas Adopt-
A-Beach Spring Clean-Up.  Volun-
teers gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and 
Quintana for a general beach clean-
up.  Dress for the weather and bring 
along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more informa-
tion, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 
(Quintana).

Thursday, May 15-18 - Third Annual 
Fishing Tournament at San Luis 
Pass County Park.  Starts at noon on 
Thursday and runs through 9 a.m. on 
Sunday.  Registered campers only; for 
information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Monday, May 25 - Happy Memo-
rial Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese 
dogs all day at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Registered campers only; for 
information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Saturday, June 14, 2 p.m. - Fish 
Print at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Learn the ancient Japanese art of Gyo 
Taku (literally fish impression).  Bring 
your own T-shirt, towel or similar item to 
print; all other materials provided.  Reg-
istered campers only; for information or 
reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Monday-Thursday, June 23-26, 9 
a.m. - noon - Nature Camp at Camp 
Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-
related programming with the Brazoria 
County Master Naturalists.  Ages 
7-12.  $30 per camper; limited space 
available.  Pre-registration required.  
For information or to register, call (979) 
864-1541 or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-
county.com.

Saturday, July 12, 2-4 p.m. - Balloon 
Art with Miss Mai at San Luis Pass 
County Park.  Learn how to twist and 
tie balloons and make cool stuff!  All 
materials provided.  Registered camp-
ers only; for information or reservations, 
call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, Aug. 2 - KidsFest at Bates 
Park, Angleton.  Rack up on school 
supplies and fun at this FREE back-to-
school program for children ages 3-11.  
For more information, call the Brazoria 
County Parks Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Aug. 9, 7 p.m. - Dinner 
and a Movie at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Join us for a wiener and marsh-
mallow roast followed by a relaxing 
outdoor movie under the stars.  Regis-
tered campers only; for information or 
reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, Sept. 20 - Texas Navy 
Day Celebration.  Celebrate the 
Republic of Texas Navy at Surfside.  
Interact with costumed interpreters 
and watch period artillery at work.  
Flag raising at 8 a.m.; infantry drill at 
various times; 10 a.m. cannon school; 
ceremony at 4 p.m.  For information, 
call (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, Sept. 20, 2-5 p.m. - Make 
Wreaths or Gulf Green Luminaries at 
San Luis Pass County Park.  Design a 
Natural Wreath/Luminary from Basura 
Bonita (Beautiful Trash) collected off 
the beach.  Registered campers only; 
for information or reservations, call 
(979) 233-6026.
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County allows military personnel free camping
Brazoria County commissioners have approved the waiver of camping fees 

at county-owned RV campgrounds for active duty U.S. military personnel on 
temporary leave from active duty.

The approval was based on the recommendation of the Board of Park Com-
missioners.

 The Parks Department will require proof of the active duty U.S. Military 
status upon check-in prior to waiving the fees. For more information, contact the 
department at (979) 864-1541.

Kamp Kayak is a three-day learning activity with Certified Instructor John 
O’Connell, designed to teach the basics of safe and effective kayaking.  Paddling 
around Angleton’s indoor swimming pool is a unique experience too good to pass up.  
All equipment is provided.  Because the activity is all indoors, the weather is not a 
factor! Slots are sure to fill quickly, so don’t delay.  

For more information or to register, call (979) 549-0410, extension 5.

Register early for Kamp Kayak
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are at 
Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. 
Why not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care? 
Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the 
pet population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill 
out an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1898, the first sale of an automobile 
was recorded in the United States. 
In 1958, singer Elvis Presley was 
inducted into the Army.

March 25: ON THIS DATE in 1634, 
Lord Baltimore of Britain founded the 
Catholic colony of Maryland. In 1970, 
the Concorde jetliner made its first 
supersonic flight.

March 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1913, Dayton, Ohio, was almost 
destroyed when the Scioto, Miami 
and Muskingum rivers reached flood 
stage simultaneously. In 1979, the 
Camp David peace treaty was signed 
by Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin and Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat at the White House.

March 27: ON THIS DATE in 1794, 
President Washington and Congress 
authorized creation of the U.S. Navy. 
In 1977, 583 people died in com-
mercial aviation’s worst accident to 
date - a runway collision between two 
Boeing 747 jetliners at Tenerife in the 
Canary Islands.

March 28: ON THIS DATE in 1920, 
actor Douglas Fairbanks married 
actress Mary Pickford. In 1939, the 
Spanish Civil War ended as Madrid 
fell to the forces of Francisco Franco.

March 29: ON THIS DATE in 1951, 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were 
convicted of conspiracy to commit 
espionage for the Soviet Union. In 
1971, U.S. Army Lt. William L. Calley 
Jr. was convicted in the murder of at 
least 22 Vietnamese civilians in the 
My Lai massacre.

March 30: ON THIS DATE in 
1867, U.S. Secretary of State William 
H. Seward reached agreement with 
Russia to purchase the territory of 
Alaska for $7.2 million, a deal then 
ridiculed as “Seward’s Folly.” In 1981, 
President Reagan was shot outside a 
Washington hotel by John W. Hinckley 
Jr. Also wounded were White House 
press secretary James Brady and two 
others.

Answer to last week’s question: 
This week in 1979, America’s worst 
commercial nuclear accident occurred 
at the Three Mile Island power plant in 
Pennsylvania.

This week’s question: What was 
the name of a mail-delivery system 
that opened in 1860 between St. 
Joseph, Mo., and Sacramento, Calif.?

‘Perfect solar storm’ could have 
caused chaos on Earth
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — You may not have known it, but Earth barely missed 
the “perfect solar storm” that could have smashed into our magnetic field and 
wreaked havoc with our satellite systems, electronics and power systems, 
potentially causing trillions of dollars in damage, according to data from NASA’s 
STEREO-A spacecraft.

If the solar onslaught described in the journal Nature Communications had 
occurred just nine days earlier, it would have rivaled the 1859 Carrington event, 
a solar storm that zapped the telegraph system, delivering shocks to telegraph 
operators, and triggering aurorae — a typically polar light show in the sky — as 
close to the equator as Hawaii and the Caribbean. Today, such a storm would 
have caused far more damage in our now highly wired world, utterly dependent 
on electronics. (As further comparison, a much weaker geomagnetic storm in 
1989 caused Quebec’s power grid to fail.)

There are multiple dangers to a solar storm. A massive eruption of material 
from the sun, known as a coronal mass ejection, can release roughly a billion 
hydrogen bombs’ worth of energy. This sends a magnetic cloud of material at 
extremely high speeds barreling into space. And if this cloud slams into Earth’s 
magnetic field, the resulting mash-up can cause a geomagnetic storm that 
can disrupt satellites and power grids. Such solar eruptions can also hurl out a 
super-fast blast of energetic protons traveling near the speed of light that can 
disrupt radio communications, including those made by airline pilots.

On July 22, 2012, STEREO-A spotted what looked like an enormous solar 
eruption sending out a coronal mass ejection at blazing top speeds of roughly 
1,800 miles per second — the fastest ever recorded by the spacecraft. By the 
time it actually passed STEREO-A a mere 17 hours later, the magnetic cloud 
was still traveling at 750 miles per second. That’s about three times faster than 
your typical coronal mass ejection, which runs into Earth at an average speed of 
about 280 miles per second, the authors wrote.

This above-average event was the result of a perfect storm in outer space, 
according to an international team of researchers, led by Ying Liu of China’s 
National Space Science Center. There was actually not one, but two coronal 
mass ejections that erupted from the same region of the sun within 10 to 15 min-
utes of one another that tangled close to the sun and then barreled into space.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Jesus Never Rejected the Disabled
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m on disability and unable to work, so what use am I to God? I know 
preachers like to talk about God having a plan for our lives and all that, but 
maybe He doesn’t have a plan for people like me. - C.D.

  A: Have you ever read the Bible and noticed how often Jesus sought out 
people who were disabled - people who were blind, or lame, or had leprosy or 
some other disease? You’ll find them on almost every page of the Gospels.

  Would Jesus have sought them out if He didn’t care about them, or if God 
was unconcerned about them or considered them useless? No, of course not. 
God doesn’t just love people who are physically perfect; God loves the whole 
world - including you, and every other person who lives under the burden of 
a disability of some type. People in Biblical times were commanded to have 
compassion on those who were disabled, and not to scorn or reject them (see 
Leviticus 19:14).

  Never forget: God isn’t just concerned about what we do; He’s also 
concerned about what we are - our character, our attitude, our motives. No, 
you may not be able to do everything others do - but God knows that, and He 
doesn’t condemn you for it or consider you useless. Instead, He wants you 
to show concern for others, and let Christ’s love shine through your life. The 
Bible says, “Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness and patience” (Colossians 3:12).

  Never doubt God’s love for you - a love so great He sent His Son into the 
world to die for you. Begin a new life today by asking Christ to come into your 
life. Then ask Him to begin changing you from within, according to His will.

Those new winglets on passenger airlines translate to higher fuel efficiency, less pollution
By Gregory Karp
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

Boeing calls the odd-look-
ing upturned wingtips on aircraft 
“blended winglets,” Airbus calls them 
“sharklets” and Southwest Airlines, in 
ads, simply calls them “little doo-
hickeys.”

Whatever the name, these wingtip 
extensions have become prevalent in 
recent years and have saved airlines 
billions of dollars in fuel costs. The 
newest, and funkiest-looking, ver-
sion was used on a United Airlines 
commercial flight for the first time last 
month. The new design features the 
upturned wingtip but adds a down-
ward-facing sword and sinister-look-
ing pointed tips, which together make 
it a “split scimitar winglet.”

Winglets might look cool and 
represent one of the more radi-
cal changes to the appearance of 
modern jets, but in truth, they’re all 
business.

While winglets could cost $1 
million or more per aircraft to install 
and add several hundred pounds to 
an aircraft, they pay for themselves 
in a few years through fuel savings 
— about 4 percent savings for the 
blended winglet and an additional 2 
percent savings for the split scimitar.

For airlines, adding the 8-foot-tall 
blended winglets has become a no-
brainer, and adding the split scimitar 
version also seems to be.

“We have the philosophy: Put 
them on everything that we can,” 
said Ron Baur, fleet vice president 

at Chicago-based United Airlines. 
“Anything we can do to save fuel, 
we’re all over it. … They’re a huge 
deal for us.”

Winglets reduce drag and increase 
lift at the end of the wings, where the 
physics of flight create small torna-
does. Winglets essentially reduce the 
size of those whirling air masses and 
improve the plane’s “gas mileage” 
by helping jets more efficiently slice 
through the sky.

Savings of 4 percent and 2 per-
cent might not sound like much, but 
consider that United uses 4 billion 
gallons of fuel in a year, or 1 percent 
of the world’s annual oil supply. And 
consider that jet fuel prices have 
soared during the past 15 years, to 
$3 per gallon today from about 50 

cents per gallon.
A single set of scimitar winglets 

on one plane at United saves about 
45,000 gallons of jet fuel in a year, 
the airline said. For perspective, 
that’s as many gallons of gasoline 
as an average car would use in 
72 years — more than an average 
person would use in a lifetime of 
regular fill-ups.

United expects the new and older 

wingtip designs on its 737, 757 and 
767 fleets to annually save it 65 
million gallons of fuel, $200 million 
worth, and the equivalent of 645,000 
metric tons of carbon dioxide emis-
sions.

“Fuel is our biggest expense and 
our most volatile expense,” Baur 
said. “Anything that has a savings 
due to fuel efficiency is one of our top 
priorities.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Ski area helpers
6 Finish line?
10 Equal to the task
14 “Live Free __”: New Hampshire 
motto
15 Some are easily bruised
16 Sound of laughter
17 RATS
20 “Friendly skies” co.
21 Garr of “Mr. Mom”

22 “My place or __?”
23 SHUCKS
27 Unspecified amount
28 One of the Seven Sisters schools
32 Joe’s sister in TV’s “Under the 
Dome”
35 Salinger girl
38 Soccer shout
39 DARN
43 Goat quote
44 Hurdle for a storied cow

45 Offers thanks, in a way
46 Decides one will
49 Itinerary word
50 SHOOT
57 Setting for “Beasts of the Southern 
Wild”
60 Cloudburst, e.g.
61 Seasonal drink
62 FUDGE
66 Item on a “honey-do” list
67 Time fraction: Abbr.
68 “Bad, Bad Leroy Brown” singer
69 Computerized city people
70 Former “Entertainment Tonight” 
co-anchor
71 Ecclesiastical council

DOWN
1 Replenish a pint of ale, say
2 Thorny shrub
3 Jane Eyre’s charge
4 Free
5 When sch. often starts
6 Plains home
7 Golden __: seniors
8 Classical Greek style
9 Stubborn one
10 They have strings attached
11 Boyfriend
12 Animal shelter
13 Under-the-sink joints
18 Modest acknowledgment of praise
19 Banks in fashion
24 Bill stamp
25 From the top
26 Hot spot
29 Pop
30 Compatriot
31 Roger who played Lord Marbury 
on “The West Wing”
32 BBs, e.g.
33 Spring tide counterpart
34 Hard-to-see pest
35 WWII command
36 “Dexter” network, in listings
37 Word with best or common
40 “Don’t worry about me”
41 Huge production
42 Logician’s “E,” perhaps
47 Has to sell
48 Bullish beginning?
49 Chianti, in Chianti
51 Wipe out
52 “Eight Is Enough” actor Willie
53 Sound quality
54 Workers’ backer
55 “But wait! There’s more!” company
56 Vandalized, Halloween-style
57 Comedy routines
58 Healthy berry
59 Cowpoke’s polite assent
63 Tolkien’s talking tree
64 IBM hardware
65 Ask too many questions
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
CHEETAH  CARIBOU  LEOPARD  HAMSTER  DOLPHIN

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: NEWLY  CRANK  BUOYED  DEMURE
Answer: When the mobster had surgery, he was in the -- “UNDER” WORLD

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                            By Rick Brooks

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Accept 
what you can’t change. There is a 
focus on sharing with others and abid-
ing with their decisions. If you’re under 
a deadline at work in the week ahead, 
don’t blow it off or be casual about 
fulfilling commitments.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Do unto 
others. Exerting some warmth and 
kindness will thaw even the chilliest 
situation in the upcoming week. Have 
faith that a nagging financial problem 
can be solved and you’ll quickly see 
the simplest solution.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Do your 

part and take part. Think about the 
great things you can contribute to the 
community. You don’t need to wait for 
an invitation to participate in something 
satisfying. Put your people skills to 
good use this week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You’re 
too generous for your own good. If 

you’re approached by someone with an 
offer or proposal, it might do more to 
enrich the other person than you. Don’t 
fritter away your financial security; 
hang tough in the week to come.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): There’s an 
old saying: “Only he who has traveled 
the road knows where the holes are 
deep.” Remain respectful of the experi-
ences of others in the week ahead. 
Though you may be ready to leap into 
action, don’t ignore sound advice.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The Full 
Moon in your sign today could kick off 
a week in which you reap the benefits 
of partnership. As they say, it’s often 
who you know rather than what you 
know that can make a huge difference 
to your success.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The glow-
ing embers of romantic desire can be 
fanned into warm, invigorating flames 
in the week ahead. You could get a nod 
of approval when you approach others 
with sales ideas or business deals.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Roll 
up your sleeves and wear your heart 
proudly. A straightforward approach 
works best. Don’t fret about making 
commitments, as you have the tools 

needed in the week to come. Light a 
fire under a romantic idea.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Don’t throw good money after bad. 
Watch out for a tendency to spend 
money too freely this week. You should 
be able to make a persuasive proposal 
and get people to cooperate or support 
your aims.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Like mold, the longer you ignore a 
problem, the more quickly it grows. 
During the week ahead, don’t shrug 
off repeated reminders about serious 
responsibilities or take it for granted 
that someone else will do the job.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Do 
your homework. Develop plans for 
improvements, but don’t be in a rush 
to implement them. Conflicts that may 
hold you back in the upcoming week 
will evaporate quickly without a need 
for a confrontation.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Your 
love light must remain on low until 
you accomplish other objectives in 
the week ahead. Keep a firm grip on 
achieving your goals once the work 
week begins. Play romantic music this 
evening.

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                             By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                               By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                       By Russel Myers

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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