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By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Since I’m maxing out on 
election news, there won’t be 
any sort of political spin used in 
my column this week. However, 
I have found other types of 

stupid news 
that trumps 
anything politi-
cians could 
match.

Lion lunch
Like the 

story of Alec 
Ndiwane, a 

Zion Christian Church prophet 
in South Africa, who decided to 
prove the “Lord’s power over 
animals” by sprinting towards a 
group of lions at Kruger National 
Park.

Unfortunately, the lions viewed 
him as a big moving sandwich 
and decided to chase.

Realizing that the Lord was 
not going to help, Ndiwane fled 
back to the car, but not before 
one of the lions took a bite out of 
his butt.

Game rangers then fired warn-
ing shots, dispersing the lions, 
and perhaps saving the prophet’s 
life.

“I do not know what came over 
me. I thought the Lord wanted to 
use me to show his power over 
animals. Is it not we were given 
dominion over all creatures of the 

RAMBLINGS

There’s lots of Egg-citing events 
coming up for Easter for children 
and families in Brazoria County.

Most of the fun kicks off Thursday, 
March 24, the day before Good 
Friday.

The Angleton Recreation Center 

is changing up its usual offering of 
an egg hunt and instead will offer 
alternative activities this year from 
5-9 p.m. on March 24.

 There will be free entry and use 
of the center’s facilities, includ-
ing the swimming pool, as well as 

free fitness workouts from 5-9 p.m. 
There will be a Zumba class for 
ages 13 and up from 6-7 p.m. Inside 
the gym, children will find games, a 
bounce house, and other fun from 
5-7:30 p.m.

Then the movie, “HOP,” will be 

shown on the front lawn at 7:45 
p.m. It’s recommended to bring lawn 
chairs or/and blankets. Concessions 
will be available for the movie.

The Recreation Center is located 
at 1601 N. Valderas.

Hop into all the Easter activities and celebrations around Brazoria County

(Continued on Page 8)
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ABSOLUTELY! WE’LL BE RIGHT THERE: A man, sitting in his pickup 
on the street in Waynesboro, Va., got high on marijuana, and tried to call 
a friend to ask him for some rolling papers. But he accidentally dialed 911 
and made his request to the police. They sped to his location to arrest him.

DEAR MADAM, PLEASE ENJOY THIS VIDEO: A woman found 
another lady’s undergarments under her boyfriend’s bed at their home in 
Falkirk, Scotland, six weeks after she had given birth to their daughter. 
Then she went into his Facebook account, where she found intimate 
videos of her 37-year-old partner with his 18-year-old companion. Seeking 
revenge, she sent these images to a half dozen people, including the girl’s 
mother.

I’LL BE BACK: A man had to pay cash after his credit card was declined 
twice at a hotel in Alva., Okla., so he got into his pickup truck and rammed 
it through the entrance and right into the front desk in the lobby.

LIVING UP TO HIS IMAGE: A man forced his way inside the Tulsa, 
Okla., home of his girlfriend’s ex and robbed him at knifepoint. The victim 
told police that his assailant had devil horns tattooed on his forehead. This 
led to his arrest.

HE’S APPARENTLY LAZY & SENSITIVE: A New Jersey woman had 
to pay $186 a week to her “nonworking” ex-husband to get him to agree 
to a divorce. To indicate her displeasure, she writes in the memo line of 
the checks she sends him such things as “bum,” “loser,” or “alimony/adult 
child support.” Her ex’s attorney says that this is causing his client “severe 
emotional distress,” and has demanded that she stop.

THIS IS TEXAS, BUB! Two men kicked in the back door of the Houston 
home of an 83-year-old man to steal all his Christmas presents and his 
flat-screen TV. But a neighbor, armed with a pistol, confronted them and 
fired five shots into their car as they fled. Another neighbor issued a warn-
ing to criminals: “Stay away from here.”

WHAT DO YOU MEAN I WAS WEAVING, OFFICER? A Zamboni 
operator was arrested for drunk driving while he was clearing the ice at a 
minor league hockey game in Ste. Anne, Manitoba.

THEY’LL NEVER SUSPECT ME: A man, who was waiting in the lobby 
of the police station in Odenton, Md., to renew his sex offender registra-
tion, saw a driver deliver a package meant for an employee there. Thinking 
no one was looking, (and forgetting the ever-present camera,) he stole it.

TOUGH DAY; I AM EXHAUSTED: A woman shoplifted hundreds of 
dollars in cosmetics from a drug store in Deltona, Fla., and escaped from 
police, who were waiting for her outside. She slipped into a nearby house, 
where she washed her clothes in the washing machine, took a shower, put 
on a pair of flannel pajamas she found inside, then took a nap in the guest 
bedroom. The cops soon caught up with her.

             LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Mixed Beverage 
Permit (MB),  Mixed Beverage Late 
Hours Permit (LB), and a Beverage 
Cartage Permit (PE) by RWP 
Ventures, Inc. with Robert Wayne 
Petty as its President/Secretary, 
operating as The Deck Bar to 
be located at 750 Blue Water 
Hwy, Suite “A”, Surfside Beach, 
Brazoria County, Texas.   

The Texas Association of Appraisal Districts (TAAD) annually recognizes an 
outstanding  member of a local appraisal district board of  directors. 

This year’s award was presented to Brazoria County Tax Assessor-Collector 
Ro’Vin Garrett at the association’s 
annual conference in Dallas in Febru-
ary.

“This is a tough choice,” said 
TAAD Executive Director Doris Koch, 
“because in TAAD we have many 
board members, and all contribute in 
their own way.”  

Garrett has served as a  member 
of the Brazoria County Appraisal Dis-
trict Board of Directors since taking 
office as  County Tax Assessor-Col-
lector in 2001.  

Garrett was nominated  for the 
award by Chief Appraiser Cheryl 
Evans and confirmed by the Texas 
Association of Appraisal District 
Board of Directors to be association’s 
2016 honoree.

“I was totally surprised and hon-
ored by this recognition”, said Garrett.

Ro’Vin Garrett honored by TAAD

Brazoria County Tax Assessor- 
Collector Ro’Vin Garrett

Tribune News Service (TNS)
1. Who did Ben Carson recently 

endorse for president? A. Ted 
Cruz; B. Donald Trump; C. Marco 
Rubio; D. John Kasich

2. On March 11, Donald Trump 
canceled a planned appearance in 
hich city amid boisterous protests? 
A. Miami; B. Columbus, Ohio; C. 
Chicago; D. St. Louis

3. Where will the Republican 
National Convention be held this 
year? A. Milwaukee; B. Minneapo-

lis; C. Pittsburgh; D. Cleveland
4. Who said it: “I will not take 

the low road to the highest office 
in the land.” A. Hillary Clinton; B. 
Bernie; Sanders; C. John Kasich; 
D. Donald Trump

5. Donald Trump won with 
Republican presidential primary in 
Florida on March 15. Who finished 
second? A. Marco Rubio; B. Ted 
Cruz; C. John Kasich; D. Jeb Bush

ANSWERS: 1. B; 2. C; 3. D; 4. 
C; 5. A

wrapped up with a Mass.
The Vatican said Pope Francis 

had picked a date for Teresa’s so-
called canonization, but did not say 

where the religious service attached 
to it would take place. But it could 
be in her adopted Indian city of Kol-
kata, previously known as Calcutta.

VATICAN CITY — Iconic mission-
ary nun Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
will enter the ranks of Catholic 
Church saints on Sept. 4, the Vati-
can said recently, after Pope Francis 
and cardinals held a consistory 
meeting on the issue.

Teresa’s path to sainthood 
was cleared in December, when 
the pope approved a decision to 
attribute a second miracle to her; 
in both cases, she was credited for 
intervening to heal deadly illnesses. 
But the process still needs to be 

Tribune-Bulletin weekly politics quiz Mother Teresa of Calcutta to become Catholic saint Sept. 4
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Did you know?

Our voices
Q. What are some of the true 

oddities of the human voice?
A. There are stroke victims who 

lose their ability to speak but who 
can still sing, says Jim Sullivan in 
“Discover” magazine.  The theory 
is that singing is more dominated 
by the right hemisphere, speaking 
by the left (the National Center for 
Voice and Speech).  “It’s also why 
the singers Carly Simon, Mel Tillis 
and Bill Withers can ply their trade 
with no problems, but sometimes 
stutter in conversation.”

Then there’s the “scream-
ing voice” of teaching assistant 
Jill Drake of Kent, England, who 
reached 129 dBA, according to 
“Guinness World Records.”  This is 
equivalent to noise levels at an AC/
DC concert, and about 30 dB louder 
than a jackhammer. A conversa-
tional voice, by contrast, is about 
60 decibels. Holding the Guinness 
record for widest musical range is 
singer Tim Storms, registering “a 
full 10 octaves -- about twice that of 
Mariah Carey and more than three 
times the average singer’s three 
octaves.”

Finally, consider the historical 
castrati, male singers castrated 
before puberty, when boys’ vocal 
cords typically lengthen and thicken. 

“Without the normal adult male 
testosterone levels, they remained 
natural trebles.  Castrati were often 
highly paid, and in less enlightened 
times, some parents castrated their 
sons in hopes of cashing in.”

Special pandas
Q. What’s special about those 

bamboo-loving bears, the giant 
pandas (besides their size, of 
course)?

A. They act like couch potatoes, 
moving less than other bears, and 
when they do move, it’s at some-
thing like 0.01 mph, says Meghan 
Rosen in “Science News” magazine.  
That’s the average speed of a wild 
foraging panda.  And at that rate, 
they’re energy-saving superstars, 
burning only 38% as much energy 
as other similarly sized land mam-
mals.  Interestingly, “energy-drain-
ing organs such as the brain, liver 
and kidneys are relatively smaller 
in pandas than in other placen-
tal mammals.  The findings help 
explain how they can survive on a 
low-cal, nutrient-poor diet of hard-to-
digest bamboo.”

Electric Dramamine
Q.  How might a quick electric 

zap to the brain put a stop to one’s 
customary puking system?

A. Motion sickness was the 
puke prompt in question, as a 
team at Imperial College, London, 
put volunteers into a special chair 
designed to bring on puking almost 
without fail. To half the volunteers, 
the researchers attached a cap 
that applied an electric current to 
a brain area that deals especially 
with balance. As it turned out, those 
that wore the zapper lasted much 
longer in the chair than the others 
before feeling sick (from the journal 
“Neurology,” as reported in “New 
Scientist” magazine).

Compression sleeves
Q. It’s called a “compression 

sleeve” and it’s quite high-tech.  
Who might be using one in their 
training?

A. Various professional cyclists, 
runners and triathletes, plus a 
U.S. basketball team and a British 
soccer team, for starters. This 
helps them gauge their workout 
intensity and gives them an edge 
over their competitors, says Emily 
Waltz in her article “The Quantified 
Olympian.” Worn on the calf, the 
device measures exercise intensity 
signaled by lactic acid build-up in 
the bloodstream that can cause 
discomfort and force the athlete to 
slow down.  

Its non-invasive sensor can be 
worn while working out, thus avoid-
ing the multiple finger-prick blood 
samples and lab work otherwise 
required. Using near-infrared 
spectroscopy, the device reveals 
changes in blood oxygenation to 
estimate lactic-acid concentration, 
which can compromise an athlete’s 
optimal performance.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

• If a raven knows it is being 
watched by other ravens, it will 
pretend to put its food one place 
and then secretly hide it somewhere 
else. But this trick doesn’t always 
work because the other ravens are 
just as smart.

• Pirares wore eye patches to 
have one eye adjusted for the top 
deck and the other already adjusted 
for the darkness when going below 
deck.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Questions and answers about your 
Social Security

Q: Is there a time limit on collecting Social Security disability 
benefits?

A: Your disability benefits will continue as long as your medical condi-
tion does not improve and you remain unable to work. We will review 
your case at regular intervals to make sure you are still disabled. If you 
are still receiving disability benefits when you reach full retirement age, 
we will automatically convert them to retirement benefits. Learn more 
by reading our publication, Disability Benefits, at HYPERLINK “http:
//socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10029.html”www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs.
Q: I get Social Security because of a disability. How often will my case 
be reviewed to determine if I’m still eligible?

A: How often we review your medical condition depends on how severe 
it is and the likelihood it will improve. Your award notice tells you when you 
can expect your first review using the following terminology:

Medical improvement expected - If your condition is expected to 
improve within a specific time, your first review will be six to 18 months 
after you started getting disability benefits.

Medical improvement possible - If improvement in your medical condi-
tion is possible, your case will be reviewed about every three years.

Medical improvement not expected - If your medical condition is unlikely 
to improve, your case will be reviewed about once every five to seven 
years.

Survivors with Style model for heart health awareness
After having open heart surgery, 

Alvin Community College Diag-
nostic Cardiovascular Sonography 
(DCVS) instructor Suzanne Poston 
decided that she wanted to help 
other patients who have had similar 
experiences.

In February, Poston and ACC 
DCVS students participated in the 
American Heart Association’s Bay 
Area Go Red Day Luncheon to raise 
awareness about heart diseases in 
women. Poston and other women 
who have had heart surgery or con-
ditions modeled for the Survivors 
with Style fashion show during the 
luncheon.

“I really feel that this was a 
wonderful experience, and I am very 
glad to have represented a posi-

tive spin on going through such a 
difficult experience,” she said. “I am 
happy to give back to my commu-
nity.”

Poston has a condition called 
Tetrology of Fallot, which includes 
abnormalities of the heart. Student 
Erin Haynes, of Dickinson, also 
participated in the event. She also 
has a heart condition.

“I decided to participate because 
I want to give hope,” Haynes said. 
“Children and young adults, like 
myself, are not what usually comes 
to mind when heart difficulties or 
survival is mentioned.”

All of the women who modeled in 
the fashion show have had different 
heart ailments, she said.

“I hope that anyone who saw us 

on the runway carrying our banners 
(with descriptions of our individual 
struggle, like the name of my spe-
cific defect) thought, ‘Wow, she’s 
lived with that her whole life, and it 
hasn’t stopped her,’” Haynes said.

Dealing with their conditions 
is what inspired both Poston and 
Haynes to pursue careers in Cardio-
vascular Sonography.

“I love working with both adult 
and pediatric heart patients,” she 
said. “I also have a heart for women 
and heart disease as both my 
grandma and mother are afflicted 
with coronary artery disease. It is 
very important to be preventative 
with your body.”

Haynes joined the program 
recently and hopes her experiences 
with her condition will help other 
patients who need help and support.

“I hope that other survivors of 
congenital heart defects can learn 
not to be afraid of showing their 
scars and telling their stories,” she 
said.

The DCVS program offers free 
heart scans to the community. The 
scans are non-invasive and allow 
students a chance to practice their 
skills. Scanning is open at differ-
ent times throughout the day. Call 
(281) 756-5625 for times, or email 
sbutler@alvincollege.edu.

Suzanne Poston
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By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Just rip off the bandage; dive into the freezing water; close your eyes and 
take it. For cigarette smokers who waver at the edge of a decision to quit and 
consider strategies to ease the transition, a new study finds that the all-in 
approach is more likely to work than wading in slowly.

In a clinical trial that pitted would-be quitters who stopped smoking alto-
gether on quit day against those directed to wean themselves off the butts 
over two weeks, researchers found that those who went cold turkey were 
more likely than gradual taperers to succeed in quitting for four weeks and 
for six months.

The differences weren’t overwhelming: at four weeks, 39.2 percent of 
the gradualists were no longer smoking, compared to 49 percent of the 
do-it-nowers. At six months 15.5 percent of the gradualists and 22 percent 
of those who stopped smoking on quit day were “former smokers.” But in a 
group of this size, those differences are considered statistical proof that quit-
ting abruptly is a superior strategy to tiptoeing into the decision.

The study was published in the Annals of Internal Medicine.
Those numbers also underscore a somewhat depressing truth among 

cigarette smokers wishing to quit: Failure is common. Most studies have 
shown that roughly one-in-four quitters who use medicines to aid in their 
effort is able to remain abstinent for six months, and many who make it that 
far subsequently relapse. 

The study was conducted in Great Britain, where participants included 
697 people who smoked at least 15 cigarettes a day or who had diminished 
lung capacity consistent with regular smoking. To participate, subjects had 
to agree to quit within two weeks of enrollment. They were then assigned to 
either an abrupt-quit or gradual-quit group.

Enrollees in the gradual-quit group did get to choose whether, in the two-
week period over which they were to stop smoking, they would taper their 
daily cigarettes, observe smoke-free periods, or smoke on a schedule. While 
they followed those gradual-quit patterns, they wore nicotine patches and got 
fast-acting nicotine products, including gum, tablets, lozenges and sprays.

At a nurse visit one week before their final-quit day, the gradualists had 
reduced their cigarette consumption, on average, by 48 percent - just short of 
the 50 percent goal. By quit-day, they had reduced on average by 68 percent 
(short of the 75 percent goal).

Study: Quit smoking cold-turkey is best
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

As we celebrate, we should also 
thank God for His blessings

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve come to the conclusion that our nation has become so immoral 
and godless that we can only expect God to judge us. It happened to 
nations in Old Testament times, so why not now? - J.P.R.

A: Millions of Americans celebrate the birth of our nation and the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence. The courage and vision of those patri-
ots who gave us our freedom must never fade from our memories.

In the midst of our picnics and parades and fireworks, may we also 
pause on the next 4th of July to thank God for the countless ways He has 
blessed us as a nation over the years -- far beyond what we deserve. Not 
only did He give us almost boundless resources and provide us with the 
energy and ingenuity of waves of new citizens, but He also enabled us to 
have a system of government that has kept tyranny at bay and given hope 
to nations across the globe. I’m often reminded of the Psalmist’s words: 
“Blessed is the people whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 144:15).

  What does this have to do with your question? Simply this: God has 
blessed us in the past, but what if we forget Him? What if we turn our 
backs on Him and lose sight of our dependence on Him? Then you’re right: 
God’s judgment could fall on us. It might be something sudden; it might 
simply be a slow withdrawal of His blessing and protection. 

As we reflect today on God’s goodness to us, may we also repent of our 
sins as a nation, and rededicate ourselves to the God who loves us and 
watches over us. “For the Lord is righteous, he loves justice; the upright 
will see his face” (Psalm 11:7).

“For further details of my 
confession, please go to my blog.”

Homeless man cashes in on capture of jail escapees
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — Four people 
will split a $150,000 reward for 
providing information that led to the 
capture of three escaped Orange 
County jail inmates in January, 
officials said.

Members of the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors praised the 
tipsters’ quick thinking recently 

as they approved payment of the 
reward money.

The recipients include a home-
less man who spotted two of the 
escapees in a parking lot in San 
Francisco, two Target store employ-
ees and a man who had his van 
stolen by the fugitives. 

Officials posted the cash reward 
shortly after prisoners Bac Duong, 

Hossein Nayeri and Jonathan Tieu 
were discovered missing in a daring 
escape from the Central Men’s Jail 
in Santa Ana on Jan. 22. The men 
remained at large for nearly a week, 
triggering a statewide manhunt.

Most of the reward – $100,000 
– will be given to Matthew Hay-
Chapman, the homeless man who 
spotted Nayeri and Tieu in a stolen 
van parked near a Whole Foods 
Market outlet in San Francisco 
on Jan. 28. Hay-Chapman, who 
described himself as a “news 
junkie,” told police that he recog-
nized the van when Nayeri opened 
a door and walked out.

Hay-Chapman said he ran in 
search of a police officer and led 
him back to the vehicle. Nayeri 
attempted to run away from police 
but was tackled and captured while 
Tieu was found hiding inside the 
vehicle. The third escapee, Duong, 
had surrendered to police a day 
earlier.

The owner of the van that was 
spotted in the parking lot, Armando 
Damian, of Los Angeles, will receive 
$20,000, officials said. Damian had 
advertised his 2008 GMC Savana 
for sale on Craigslist, and was 
called by what he thought was a 
prospective buyer shortly after the 
escape.

Damian told police that an older 
man came to his address and asked 
for a test drive, then later took off 
with the van. Damian reported the 
vehicle stolen on Jan. 23.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

earth?”
Dear Prophet Ndiwane: We are 

given dominion over all creatures, 
but the same creatures also are 
given the ability to hunt and feed 
themselves, so stop running around 
them so they can hunt you down 
and eat you.

Snakes bite
Kentucky Pastor Jamie Coots 

was not as lucky. The pastor and 
reality show host believed that 

poisonous snake bites would not 
harm believers as long as they are 
anointed by God.

His National Geographic show 
featured Coots and cast handling all 
kinds of poisonous snakes -- cop-
perheads, rattlers, cottonmouths. 
The channel’s website shows a 
picture of Coots, goateed, wearing 
a fedora.

 “Even after losing half of his 
finger to a snake bite and seeing 
others die from bites during ser-
vices, Coots still believes he must 

take up serpents and follow the 
Holiness faith,” explained the show’s 
website.

Coots then was bitten by a snake 
he was handling, and refused treat-
ment. He died shortly after from 
complications resulting from the 
bite.

Deer Coots followers: Stay away 
from snakes. They will bite you. If 
you are bitten, seek medical help 
immediately from people whom the 
Lord has helped to graduate from 
medical schools.

‘Jacked up’
Jamie Gild, 31, of Jacksonville, 

Fla.  bragged on Facebook that her 
4-year-old son “gets jacked up to 
target shoot,” then got in her truck 
to tow a horse trailer to a relative’s 
house.

After gaining access somehow 
to a .45-caliber handgun in the 
truck, the kid opened fire and shot a 
round through the front seat, hitting 
mommy in the back.

Gild flagged down a police officer 
and told him she was shot by her 
son. She was rushed to a hospital 
for treatment. Her wound was not 
life-threatening.

Dear Mrs. Gild: Please don’t get 
a 4-year-old “jacked up” about the 
firing range. Teach him about guns 
later.

Fingertip lickin’ good
Kirk Kelly is not only dangerous, 

but also pretty dumb, and now he 
has no fingertips. He chewed them 
off so that he could not identified 
after being stopped by police.

Police in Tallmadge, Ohio, said 
Kelly and several other people were 
put into a cruiser without handcuffs 
after their vehicle was stopped 
recently, and officers thought they 
smelled drugs.

Kelly gave police a false name, 
and they obviously could not 
compare fingerprints, since Kelly no 
longer had fingertips.

Unfortunately for Kelly, police 
were able to identify him anyway 
after photos of tattoos were pro-
vided by police in Florida, where he 
was wanted on firearms and drug 
charges.

Dear Mr. Kelly: Sorry about your 
fingertips. That must have really 
hurt. There is a better way. Don’t 
commit crimes.

How crazy can it get? You can’t make this stuff up, folks
(Continued from Page 1)
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Lake Jackson will hold its 
traditional egg hunt for children 
on Thursday, March 24, at 5:30 
p.m. at MacLean Park. The hunt is 
designed for children ages 11 and 

younger. Categories are broken 
up by age, and there’s even one 
for babies and non-walkers, which 
requires parental assistance. The 
other age groups, 2 and under, 3-5, 
6-8, and 9-11, will be expected to 

find eggs on their own. Parents 
are asked to bring Easter baskets 
for the hunt for each child and are 
encouraged to bring cameras or 
cell phones to take photos with the 
Easter Bunny. For more information, 
call (979) 297-4533.

Freeport’s Easter Eggstrava-
ganza will be held Easter weekend 
on Saturday, March 26, at 9 a.m. at 

Freeport Municipal Park. This egg 
hunt is for babies through age 10. 
There will be 20,000 eggs to find 
in the green expanse of this city 
landmark park, and a visit from the 
Easter Bunny. Parents should bring 
baskets and cameras or phones for 
photos. 

The Thelma Ley YMCA and 
Alvin Parks & Recreation will host 

a “Lights Out” Easter egg hunt on 
Thursday, March 24, at 8 p.m. at 
Bob Briscoe Park at 3625 Briscoe 
Dr. The event is free for babies 
through age 12, but pre-registra-
tion is required. The Easter Bunny 
will be available for photos after 
the hunt. For more information, 
call (281)388-4299. To register 

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued on next page)

Hop into all the Easter activities and celebrations around Brazoria County and have fun
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online, go to http://bookking.ca/
bkalvinrecreationpub/

West of the Brazos, the First 
Baptist Church of Brazoria puts 
on one of the biggest Easter plays 
in the region. This year marks the 
25th Anniversary of this church 
production. The passion play for 
2016 is “Legacy” (Living a Life that 

Lasts) and will be performed March 
24 to 27 at 7 p.m. each evening 
with a large cast and choir. Those 
attending are invited to a reception 
afterward with refreshments and 
the opportunity to talk to the cast 
members. The church is located 
at the corner of Highway 36 and 
FM 521. For more information, call 
(979) 798-2340.

Easter activities around the county
(Continued from previous  page)

• The tallest Easter egg chocolate was made in Italy in 2011. It stood at 
10.39 meters and weighed an astounding 7,200 kg.

• In the U.S., only 12 of the 50 states recognize Good Friday as a holiday.
•. The art of painting eggs is called pysanka, which originated in Ukraine. It 

involves using wax and dyes to color the egg.
• The term Easter gets its name from Eastre, the Anglo-Saxon goddess 

who symbolizes the hare and the egg.
• The exchange or giving of Easter eggs actually dates back to before 

Easter and the giving of eggs is actually considered a symbol of rebirth in 
many cultures.

• Americans consume more than 16 million jelly beans during this holiday. 
That is enough jelly beans to circle the globe not once, but three times.
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Wanted: Smart people who can get along while flying to Mars
By Meredith Cohn
The Baltimore Sun (TNS)

BALTIMORE — When NASA 
selects astronauts to travel to Mars 
sometime after 2030, they will need 
a small crop of candidates who are 
smart, skilled – and personable.

For a voyage almost 34 million 
miles one way, the astronauts will 
need to work well together in an 
isolated and uncomfortably tight 
environment, as well as cope 
with boredom and the continuous 
company of the same tiny group of 
people.

Researchers at the Johns 
Hopkins University recently won 
a NASA grant to help the nation’s 
space agency develop a method of 
sorting elite candidates, identifying 
those who are also amiable people 
persons, for space missions that 
could last three years. Grouchy, 
moody types who value personal 
space probably will not be good 
candidates. Ditto chatty individu-
als who need lots of outside social 
interaction.

“NASA is already really good 
at picking people,” said Michael 
Rosen, a Hopkins psychologist who 
is leading the effort. “But they’ll need 
to be better.”

The project is one of 11 NASA 
grants awarded to 10 institutions 
sharing in about $5.7 million in 
funding to investigate astronaut 
health and performance on future 
space missions over the next two 
or three years. The studies will add 
to what officials already know about 
the mental and physical health of 
astronauts.

Under the new grants, research-
ers are envisioning new or worsen-
ing problems: Missions to Mars, 
and even far-flung asteroids, would 
take substantially longer than the 18 
months or so astronauts now can 
spend on the International Space 
Station. They will have less room, 
no escape pod and far less commu-
nication with Earth. It will take more 
than 20 minutes for communications 
to reach mission control.

The results are expected to help 
NASA not only pick the right astro-
nauts, but help preserve their health 
while they’re in space and after they 
return home, according to NASA 
officials. The results also could help 
develop treatments and preventive 

measures for medical and behav-
ioral problems.

None of these astronauts, 
however, are available for testing 
because most eventually chosen for 
the trip to the Red Planet are likely 
still in high school. Researchers say 
they will use their own research and 

the work of others, conduct inter-
views, utilize simulators and employ 
stand-ins.

One project will study workers in 
a remote marine research station 
in Antarctica. It will look at what 
measures are necessary to counter 
the inevitable stress, fatigue and 

conflict experienced in space. Work-
ers there will do a combination of 
cycling and playing a type of video 
game during their stays of up to 14 
months, according to Dr. Mathias 
Basner, associate professor of sleep 
and chronobiology in psychiatry 
in the University of Pennsylvania 

Perelman School of Medicine.
“We believe this measure will 

counter some of the negative effects 
we see in isolated, confined and 
extreme environments,” Basner 
said.

At the State University of New 
York, Stony Brook, researchers will 
examine proteins in blood samples 
taken from astronauts before, during 
and after space travel to determine 
how they might mitigate impacts to 
the space travelers’ immune sys-
tems. The lack of gravity and radia-
tion exposure from prolonged time 
in space causes chronic inflamma-
tion that can lead to immune system 
dysfunction. That can make the 
astronauts susceptible to infection, 
not to mention uncomfortable, said 
Kanokporn Rithidech, a professor 
of research in SUNY Stony Brooks’ 
department of pathology.

Other researchers at the Univer-
sity of Miami will use NASA simula-
tors that mimic lack of gravity to 
understand why astronauts develop 
a syndrome that can cause visual 
impairment. Deep space travel likely 
would compound the problem, said 
Noam Alperin, professor of radiol-
ogy and biomedical engineering at 
Miami.

Ultimately researchers will seek 
to use Alperin’s and Rithidech’s find-
ings to develop measures to counter 
the effects of space travel during or 
after flights.

At the University of Central 
Florida, C. Shawn Burke, a research 
scientist in the Institute for Simula-
tion and Training, will work on ways 
that crews from different countries 
can handle cultural differences. 
She will use existing research and 
conduct interviews with people 
familiar with astronaut living and 
working conditions to develop train-
ing programs for astronauts before 
they travel and mechanisms they 
can employ if a conflict arises, a 
“refresher for in flight,” she said.

Cultural differences can lead to 
difficult situations, such as when 
crew members are used to work-
ing for one designated leader and 
other crew members expect a more 
democratic approach, Burke said.

“When crews go up there, we 
want them to go as a cohesive 
team, remain a cohesive team and 
come back that way,” she said.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   March 22, 2016    THE BULLETIN  Page 11

History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

GALVESTON COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL is committed to reducing poverty and 
promoting self-sufficiency to low-income families under the Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) 
awarded by the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs.
Funds are available for rental assistance, water bills, birth certificates, and other household barriers.  We 
also have an extensive Case Management Program which is provided on an ongoing basis that includes 
individual assessment, service plan development, arranging for necessary services, follow-ups, and ongo-
ing monitoring of client’s status and services delivered to promote self-sufficiency.
The household must not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal 
Poverty income guidelines.

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY
Documentation required to apply for assistance:
1) Current I.D. or Driver’s License; 2) Current utility bill and lease agreement; 3) Income 
for LAST Current I.D. or Driver’s License 30 days prior to the date of application for all 
household members 18 years and older.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to make appointment, please contact a Community Action location near you
     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C-100, Galveston, TX              409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Fort Bend County - 902 Frost, Rosenberg, TX                                 281-342-3012
     Wharton County - 213 North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                      979-543-1561

Helping You To Become More Self-Sufficient

March 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1765, Britain enacted the Stamp 
Act to raise money from the 
American colonies. The act was 
repealed the following year in the 
wake of intense colonial opposi-
tion. In 1933, during Prohibition, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed a measure to legalize wine 
and beer containing up to 3.2 
percent alcohol.

March 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1806, explorers Lewis and Clark 
reached the Pacific coast during 
their landmark journey across 
the American West. In 1903, the 
Wright brothers obtained a patent 
for their airplane. In 1912, the 
Dixie Cup was invented.

March 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1898, the first sale of an auto-
mobile in the United States was 
recorded. In 1958, singer Elvis 
Presley was inducted into the 
Army.

March 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1634, Lord Baltimore founded the 
Catholic colony of Maryland. In 
1970, the Franco-British Concorde 
jetliner made its first supersonic 
flight.

March 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1913, Dayton, Ohio, was almost 
destroyed when the Scioto, Miami 
and Muskingum rivers reached 
flood stage simultaneously. In 
1979, the Camp David peace 
treaty was signed by Israeli Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin and 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
at the White House.

March 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1794, President Washington and 
Congress authorized creation 
of the U.S. Navy. In 1977, 583 
people died in aviation’s worst 
accident - a runway collision 
between two Boeing 747 jetliners 
at Tenerife in the Canary Islands.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1906, a British 
imperial census showed that Great 
Britain ruled one-fifth of the world.

This week’s question: This 
week in 1959, the Dalai Lama 
fled Tibet to what nation seeking 
refuge from communist China’s 
repressive regime?

Since Brazosport College began 
its free job-skills training Jumpstart 
program, more than 100 people with 
high school diplomas or GEDs have 
completed the nine-week training 
and earned entry-level certifications 
for specialized industrial jobs.

In addition to the regular nine-
week Jumpstart training for those 
with diplomas or GEDs, Brazosport 
College also offers a free 16-week 
program for individuals who lack a 
high school diploma or GED. The 
program is funded by an Accelerate 
Texas grant, and students will be 
trained for entry-level certifications 
in the pipefitting field.

Applicants must pass a qualifying 
test and must be willing to commit 
four days a week to the program.

To ensure potential students 
know their options, Brazosport 
College is offering six information 
sessions, on consecutive Tuesdays 
from March 29 through May 3 that 
not only outlines the ATX Jumpstart 
and GED programs, but also allows 
time for questions and answers. The 
sessions will be in the Community 
Education Department Room B117 
on the BC main campus.

Dates and times for the informa-
tion sessions are:

· March 29 at noon
· April 5 at noon
· April 12 at 6 p.m.
· April 19 at noon
· April 26 at noon
· May 3 at 6 p.m.
Graduating students will earn 

nine college credit hours, a Market-
able Skills Award from Brazosport 
College, an NCCER Core Curricu-
lum Certification and Blue Card, and 
an NCCER Level 1 Pipefitter Helper 
Certification.

The full-semester program will 

run this summer and will include two 
days of skills training and two days 
of GED prep classes each week 
with Fridays being an off day. After 
completing the program, graduates 

will have earned multiple industry-
recognized certificates that are 
portable and stackable.

For more information about the 
Jumpstart program or the upcom-

ing information sessions, contact 
relanda.rushing@brazosport.edu, 
ashley.bulanek@brazosport.edu or 
art.longoria@brazosport.edu.

Brazosport College’s ATX Jumpstart program to host information sessions

BC to welcome published writer Illiana Rocha at Poem In My Pocket Day
Last year’s 

“Poem In My 
Pocket Day” 
was such a 
success that 
Brazosport Col-
lege is set to do 
it again.

For the 
second straight year, Brazosport 
College will celebrate National 
Poetry Month with a day-long event 
featuring plenty of food, fun, prizes 

and poetry.
“Poem in My Pocket Day,” 

sponsored by BC’s Office of Student 
Life, Writing Center and the English 
Department, is slated for Thursday, 
April 14, at the College’s Student 
Success Center.

Among the scheduled activities 
is a Poetry Scavenger Hunt and an 
opportunity for students to bring a 
poem to the BC Student Success 
Center for a chance to win door 
prizes. Students also can take part 

in poetry readings, creating their 
own black-out poetry and enjoying 
free food.The highlight of the day, 
however, is a reading and book 
signing by published poet Iliana 
Rocha.

Rocha is originally from Texas 
and is currently a PhD candidate in 
English-Creative Writing at Western 
Michigan University. She earned 
her MFA in Creative Writing-Poetry 
from Arizona State University, where 
she was Poetry Editor for “Hayden’s 

Ferry Review.”
Her work was chosen for the 

“Best New Poets 2014” anthology 
and has previously appeared in 
“Blackbird,” “Yalobusha Review,” 
“Puerto del Sol” and “Third Coast.”

Her first book, “Karankawa,” won 
the 2014 AWP Donald Hall Prize 
for Poetry and is published by the 
University of Pittsburgh Press.

For more information,   contact 
April Julier at (979) 230-3174 or 
april.julier@brazosport.edu.

Rocha
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Thom __: shoe brand
5 Greek Zs
10 This, in Spain
14 Poi source
15 Motionless
16 Like spider webs
17 __ the Impaler: model for 
“Dracula”
18 One of a 1492 trio
19 Ritual flammable stack

20 They’re juiced in Jacksonville
23 Anteater’s sound in the comic 
“B.C.”
24 Mobster’s gal
25 Hawaiian wreath
26 Flood-control project
29 Garbage barge puller
31 Odorless gas
33 They’re baked in Boise
37 Disaster relief org.
38 Put the kibosh on

39 Exec’s “By yesterday!”
42 They’re boiled in Bangor
47 Sets aside for future use
49 __ and improved
50 Barnyard home
51 Suffix with transit
52 “Green __ and Ham”
55 Knock sharply
57 They’re shelled in Savannah
62 One-liner, e.g.
63 Make __: get rich
64 Dining table expansion piece
66 Degree recipient
67 Guts
68 Year-end clearance event
69 Office note
70 Deuce toppers
71 One-named Art Deco artist

DOWN
1 Network that once employed VJs
2 Muscle prone to cramps
3 Devastated Asian sea
4 Caffeinated pill
5 “Be quiet!”
6 Oklahoma city
7 Early brunch hr.
8 “Star Wars” droid, familiarly
9 Hollywood hopeful
10 “College Football Playoff” 
network
11 Crow’s-nest telescopes
12 Deep serving bowl
13 Infant’s bodysuit
21 __-Rooter
22 Voice above tenor
26 “What’s the __?”: “So what?”
27 Fruity cooler
28 “Li’l Abner” matriarch
30 Departed
32 Furnace output
34 Lukas of “Witness”
35 “Shop __ you drop”
36 Neural impulse conductor
40 Museum collection
41 Would-be social worker’s maj.
43 “__ your pardon”
44 NFLer who plays at the Meadow-
landsÑin NJ, ironically
45 Scolds but good
46 Ugly duckling, as it turned out
47 Lumber mill blockage
48 Bump from which cactus spines 
grow
53 Xbox enthusiast
54 Cathedral topper
56 Throb
58 San __, Italy
59 Jealous feeling
60 Rip
61 Word after sea or before Lake
65 Doctor’s charge
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
RED  TAN  TEAL  BLUE  GOLD  GRAY  CYAN  WHITE  MAGENTA
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

• Fewer than 20% of Americans are able to remember more than the last 
eight or nine U.S. presidents in order, according to a survey.

• A new study found that people will trust robot guides over common sense 
to save them in emergency situations.

• A single giraffe in Disney’s “Zootopia” has more individual hairs on it than 
every single character in “Frozen” combined.

• Running your cheap vodka through a charcoal filter will make it taste 
better.

• Sea otters have a puch used to store their favorite rock.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: TASTY  BAKED  TETHER  VANDAL
Answer: When the X-rated movie was shown, it was -- “BARELY” SEEN

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
don’t need to experiment with a box 
full of snakes and apples to under-
stand the intricacies of temptation. 
In the week ahead be prudent 
about relationships. Remain 
friendly without getting emotionally 
involved.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In 

the upcoming week you might often 
see only what you want to see. 
Take step back from a prospective 
purchase and get someone else’s 
opinion before pulling out the credit 
card. Focus on completing creative 
projects.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It 
may be better to remain silent. 

Mere words cannot explain the fan-
tasies building in your heart. In the 
week ahead you may be inspired 
to try something new. Concentrate 
on the facts and figures when deal-
ing with business matters.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Two 
heads will be better than one. You 
can count on trusted partners to 

have the knowledge or the know 
how to make your best ideas blos-
som. Honoring commitments is 
the best way to maintain pleasant 
relations this week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The more 
you have the less time you have 
to enjoy it. You may work hard this 
week to achieve a level of financial 
security that allows you to improve 
your life. Dissatisfaction with your 
allotment of leisure time is possible.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Upward social mobility is not a 
new app for your mobile phone. 
Widening your circle of contacts, 
however, can be accomplished with 
a little help from the latest technol-
ogy. Watch your pennies in the 
week to come.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
could be overwhelmed by over 
coaching. Someone may insist 
on strict adherence to precise 
terminology so you may be forced 
to expand your vocabulary. In the 
week ahead you may flirt more 
than you should.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
In your mental animal shelter 
you aren’t a lone wolf, but a herd 
animal. You could be restless and 
uninspired unless you are with 

another person. One financial 
burden may be lifted in the week to 
come.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You could be enthused by 
ethical considerations. As this week 
unfolds you may be immersed in 
self-improvement ideas or cynical 
about upholding blind faith. Doing 
the right thing at the right time can 
be challenging.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You’re in it to win it. Your powers of 
persuasion are in fine fettle as this 
week unfolds. Be on your guard 
against investing your pennies in 
worthless baubles that look more 
useful or worthwhile than they 
really are.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Your eyes could be bigger than 
your stomach. You could be chal-
lenged by your desire to acquire 
bigger and better things in the 
upcoming week. It is possible that 
dissatisfaction with your posses-
sions is only temporary.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Turn on the study lamp. The more 
you read, watch and absorb the 
more inspired you will be to correct 
your deficiencies. 
(c) 2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Bulletin  Horoscope
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

Scientists believe they have plucked out the genetic culprit primarily 
responsible for graying hair.

The gene, called IRF4, has been known to play a role in determining hair 
color, but it is now believed to be linked to a loss of pigmentation in hair that 
happens as we age.

Researchers from the University College London pinpointed the gene in a 
study recently published in the journal Nature Communications.

They examined DNA from more than 6,500 people of mixed ancestry in 
Mexico, Brazil, Colombia, Chile and Peru. In their analysis, they also found 
genes associated with curly hair, beard thickness and unibrow.

Of course, the ratio of salt and pepper in our hair and the rate at which it 
happens varies depending on the individual head. People go gray or even 
white – quickly or gradually – as hair follicles run out of the pigment that 
gives their hair its natural color.

But genes aren’t the only factor, scientists say. About 70 percent of gray 
hair is caused by environmental factors, including stress, sun exposure and 
smoking.

In the study, researchers wrote that they hope the gray gene discovery will 
help to learn how to delay or even prevent graying hair and, more impor-
tantly, to discover more about the biology of aging.

Talk about getting to the root of the issue.

Scientists identify the roots of gray hair

Don’t show him the money!
Lee McCoy, a senior on the 

Georgia golf team, lost out on 
a lot of coin - $292,800 - when 
he finished fourth at the Valspar 
Championship in Palm Harbor, 
Fla., the best finish by an amateur 
in a PGA Tour event in almost 20 
years.

“I shouldn’t have looked (at the 
prize list),” McCoy told AP. “Lot of 
money. Lot of money. I think I got 
like $350 in my bank account right 
now, so it’s mostly gas money.”

NCAA headlines
• At TheKicker.com: “Barkley 

begins annual 20-minute prep 
period for NCAA tournament.”

• At SportsPickle.com: “Have to 
think the South Region will be won 
by Trump University.”

Pluck of the Irish
A gutsy fox grabbed a wallet out 

of a golfer’s bag at County Louth 
Golf Club in Ireland but dropped 
it as he tried to run off with it. 
Quickie scouting report on the 
fox’s game: nice approach, needs 
a lot of work on his grip.

Political basketball
We started with 68, and in just 

two weeks we finally should be 
down to four. But enough about 
the presidential campaigns.

Show of support
An 80-year-old fan at a Phila-

delphia Flyers game took off her 
bra and threw it on the ice to cel-
ebrate a hat trick. Which might be 
as close as they come to winning 
the Stanley Cup this season.

Iron Age Dept.
Pro rasslin’ great The Iron Sheik 

turned 74. In a concession to old 
age, he’s already made the switch 
from Ben-Gay to Rustoleum.

Talking the talk
• NBC’s Seth Meyers, on the 

new restaurant in L.A. whose 
menu items are based on the 
city’s most notorious criminals: “So 
you have to be careful if you order 
an O.J. with your breakfast.”

• Brad Dickson of the Omaha 
(Neb.) World-Herald, after police 
arrested ex-Cowboys RB Joseph 
Randle for the sixth time in 17 
months: “That ties the record 
held by Otis on ‘The Andy Griffith 
Show.’ “
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Sixteen years ago, Phyllis Stedman and her group of volunteers founded 
the “Sock it to Cancer!” golf tournament. 

 This golf tournament welcomes dozens of participants for a day of fun at 
West Brazos Golf Course. The October 2015 event hosted 60 women, the 
largest field ever, and raised $5,000 for The Mermaid Project.

“It’s all about getting together, celebrating survivors, and remembering the 
ones we lost while raising money for a great cause,” Stedman said. “The 
Mermaid Project pays for mammograms and breast health care diagnostics 
at BRHS for women and men who are uninsured or financially unable to pay.  
The Mermaid Project has helped hundreds in Southern Brazoria County.”

Since West Brazos Ladies Golf Association started holding the golf tourna-
ment, they have raised over $60,000 for The Mermaid Project. Stedman 
credits the success of the group’s fundraising to the passion that lies behind 
them.

 All the women volunteers want all cancer, not just breast cancer, to be 
eradicated. They volunteer their time to bring awareness to the community 
of preventive care with annual well-woman doctor visits and recommended 
mammograms. They want every person who needs breast health care to 
have access regardless of the ability to pay. The annual golf tournament and 
donation helps to ensure The Mermaid Project funding is available to help.

For more information regarding The Mermaid Project, please call Brazos-
port Health Foundation at (979) 297-6190, or go to www.brazosport-health-
founadation.org.

West Brazos Golf Association 
results in for Mermaid fundraiser 

The Alvin Library will host the Ahmadiyya Muslim Youth Association, an 
auxiliary wing of the Amadiyya Muslim Community, with its Holy Quran 
Exhibition on Saturday, April 2, from 12-4 p.m., in the library meeting 
room.

Alvin Library to host Quran exhibit


