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‘You should 
write a book’

Donny Edwards’ tribute to Elvis returns to Clarion March 29
On March 

28 & 29, Texas 
native, Donny 
Edwards will 
return to the 
Crighton Theater 
in Conroe (28th) 
& The Clarion in 
Lake Jackson 
(29th).

Edwards, from 
Lake Jackson, 
now lives in Las 
Vegas Nev., 
performing his tribute to the King of 
Rock ‘n Roll world-wide.

Edwards is considered the top 
tribute artist internationally, per-
forming with many of Elvis’ own 
musicians like D.J. Fontana, The 
Jordanaires & The Sweet Inspira-
tions.

To buy tickets for the Clarion 
performance on March 29, call (979) 

230-3156.
This past 

year during 
Elvis week in 
Memphis, Ten-
nessee, Edwards 
performed his 
show on the 
estate grounds 
of Graceland, 
Elvis’ home. He 
is the only Elvis 
Tribute Artist 
ever to have 

been granted permission to do so and 
to have that priviledge and is only 
one of two performers to perform on 
the grounds, Lisa Marie - Elvis’ own 
daughter being the other.

When asked what it was like to 
perform at Graceland estate, which 
many Elvis fans view as sacred 
ground, Edwards said, “ It was sur-
real, I was just thinking I was going 

to wake up, but then I focused on 
what I felt in my heart and kept telling 
myself this is for Elvis.

This is the highest honor I could 
ever receive, so I’m going to give 
my all and embrace the moment, 
make Elvis proud!” At the end of 
Edwards’ performance he was given 
a certificate and document from the 
governor of Tennessee making him 
an honorary fellow Tennessean.

The Crighton & The Clarion will 
be rocking and rolling with Edwards’ 
high-energy show.

Edwards will be backed by The 
Fever Band, with special guest Cyn-
thia Pepper, Elvis’ co-star from Kissin’ 
Cousins. Pepper appeared in many 
TV shows throughout the 1960s, 
such as “The Addams Family”  and 
“ My Three Sons.” She had her own 
show, “Margie,” in 1961- 1962.

Pepper is originally from Dallas 
(Continued on Page 6)

Driving and tech 
toys don’t mix
By Peter Funt
Special to the Bulletin

I happened to be doing a 
20-hour road trip in a rented car 
when Apple announced CarPlay, 
a system that will soon allow 
motorists to text, check email and 
be entertained via their mobile 
devices, while roaring down the 
highway.

The same week it was reported 
that Google has hired lobbyists to 
fight legislation in several states 
that would ban drivers from wear-
ing Google Glass while operating 
a vehicle. Some carmakers will 
begin syncing with Google Glass 
next year.

Not surprisingly, Apple and 
Google, along with several other 
tech companies with billions at 

(Continued on Page 6)

John Toth
Editor and Publisher

“48 years ago yesterday, my 
mother and I took a train ride from 
Budapest to Vienna, using an altered 
passport and visa. I was 10 years old. 

We immigrated to 
the USA a year 
and a half later.”

That was the 
Facebook post 
that gave me the 
idea. I should 
have spelled 
out 48 at the 
beginning of the 

sentence, but, hey, this is FB. We cut 
corners.

In the post, I was referring to the 
train ride my mother and I took on 
March 6, 1966. We had an altered 
passport and a two-week visa, also 
altered, to Vienna, Austria.

My mother told the passport office 
that she wanted to go on vacation 
for two weeks, and they decided to 
issue her a passport and visa. Then, 
she took the documents to friends 
and friends of friends, who forged 
my information on them, and we had 
passports and visas for both of us.

I’ve been writing about my experi-
ence on and off in this paper, and 
have told family members’ stories 
about my boyhood adventure of 
escaping from a communist country, 
but I’ve never really tied it all together 
from beginning to end.

I have taken my daughter to show 
her where I lived after we arrived in 
Vienna, where I went to daycare, 
where my mother worked.

That is a small part of the whole 
story. We lived in other places also, 
and I went to two different schools, 
which we did not visit. The place 
where my mother worked was an 
empty lot. They tore that factory down 
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How is Texas doing when 
it comes to unemployment, 
compared to the rest of the 

country? See Page 2.
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Our 20th year of publishing!

HELP WANTED
Openings for counter 
clerk, cook. All shifts. 
Apply in person.

Red Top
Restaurant

Hwy. 36 North, Brazoria

Attn: Writers
We are always looking for writ-

ers! If you are interested in this 
freelance opportunity, please 
send a few samples of your work 
to: john.bulletin@gmail.com. All 
writers will be considered. Must 
have ability to send articles and 
photos via Internet and ability to 
handle assignments and also 
come up with story ideas.

HEY, LOOK, WHY SHOULD I PAY? A man who had eaten at an IHOP in 
Orlando, Fla., then said he had no money to pay, returned a few days later 
and demanded to be given free food because he is a police officer. (He is 
not.) The waiter refused to serve him, and the guy defiantly bared his but-
tocks. He told arresting officers that he is “a Green Beret,” (Nope,) and that 
his brother officers would help him out in this matter. (Also nope.) He was 
charged with impersonating a law enforcement officer.

SO I GUESS YOU WOULD KNOW: A drunk called the police emergency 
number in Scotland to report a woman for using drugs. The cops asked him 
how he knew about this, and he replied that he sold them to her.

HAVE FUN WITH THE UNDERWEAR LADY: A Manchester, England, 
man, enthralled with a glamorous lingerie model, left a message on her 
website that he would gladly “leave my wife and kids for one night with her.” 
He wasn’t thinking about the fact that his comments are linked to the family’s 
Facebook account. His wife saw them and threw him out.

PERHAPS IT’S TIME TO REASSESS OUR RELATIONSHIP: A woman, 
who was not pleased about her boyfriend’s lack of enthusiasm about their 
anniversary, tried to run him over with her car in front of his home in Royal 
Palm Beach, Fla. She missed but ran over his bicycle, then rammed his car, 
which was parked in his driveway.

SO, WE’LL BE LETTING YOU GO; HOPE YOU UNDERSTAND: An 
employee at an auto parts company in Auckland, New Zealand, was caught 
napping several times in a sleeping space that he had carved out in the ceil-
ing of his office. One official noted that the guy “was difficult to keep on the 
job, and he was in the habit of hiding away, quite regularly it seems, to avoid 
having to carry out some of the duties he was employed for.”

YOU’RE A COP!? HEY, I’M A COP, TOO! Despite the fact that he was 
impersonating a law enforcement officer, a man turned on his (illegal) red 
and blue flashing lights and to stop a real police officer to report a reckless 
driver in Ybor City, Fla. The real officer checked the guy out and found that, 
not only was he a phony, he had no license to carry the weapon he was car-
rying. It was also the second time he did this.

FUN!? CERTAINLY!? LET’S GET TOGETHER: A prostitute in Pensacola, 
Fla., looking for a little repeat business from a recent client, accidentally 
texted a county sheriff’s investigator instead, and asked if he wanted to “have 
fun.” The officer said “yes,” and arranged a meeting. You know the rest.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK WE’RE NOT NEEDY? The Province of 
Ontario, Canada announced a giveaway of $100 food cards for poor families 
and those who were affected aversely by a recent ice storm. Among those 
who showed up for one of the cards was a family that pulled up in a $50,000 
BMW 4X automobile. Outrage ensued.

Texas’ unemployment rate lowest since November 2008
AUSTIN — Texas’ seasonally 

adjusted unemployment rate fell to 
5.7 percent in January, the lowest 
since November 2008. It was down 
from 6.0 percent in December 2013, 
and remained below the nation’s 
January unemployment rate of 6.6 
percent.

Texas employers expanded their 
payrolls in January with the addition 
of 33,900 seasonally adjusted total 
nonfarm jobs, for a total of 322,400 
jobs added over the year.

“The decline in our state’s unem-
ployment rate and the addition of 
33,900 jobs in January are positive 
signs, and I’m encouraged that the 
Texas economy has started the 
year on a strong note,” said Texas 
Workforce Commission (TWC) Chair-
man Andres Alcantar. “All 11 major 
industries added jobs over the year, 
highlighting the favorable economic 
conditions in Texas for employers and 
job seekers.”

Most major industries added jobs 
over the month. The Trade, Transpor-
tation, and Utilities industry added the 
greatest number of jobs in January, 
expanding by 7,600 positions. This 

industry also reported the highest 
number of jobs added over the last 
12 months, 77,300.

“The continued strong monthly job 
growth among varied industries like 
Education and Health Services and 
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 
means opportunities for working 
Texans and their families,” said Com-
missioner Representing Employers 
Ronny Congleton. “I encourage job 
seekers to tap into the job-search 
tools available through Texas Work-

force Solutions offices statewide.”
The Mining and Logging industry, 

which includes oil and gas related 
jobs, added 3,200 positions in Janu-
ary, for a total of 15,800 jobs over the 
year and an annual growth rate of 5.6 
percent - the highest among the 11 
major industries in Texas.

“We’ve seen 293,900 private-
sector jobs added here over the last 
year, for a 3.2 percent annual growth 
rate,” said Commissioner Represent-
ing Employers Hope Andrade. “I’m 
excited to see private employers in 
Texas continuing to grow their invest-
ments here.”

The Midland Metropolitan Statisti-
cal Area (MSA) had the lowest Janu-
ary unemployment rate in the state 
at 2.9 percent. The Odessa MSA had 
the second lowest at 3.6 percent and 
the Amarillo MSA was third at 4.1 
percent (not seasonally adjusted).

Fell to 5.75% 
as 33,900 jobs 
added, payroll 

expanded
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed notices, but do 

not accept faxed notices or notices sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert them here for publication.

     Who is a “datasexual?”
Q.  Meet the “datasexuals,” who 

look a lot like you and me but who 
think their personal data is sexy, 
driving them to become relentlessly 
digital and pre-occupied. So what do 
they spend the better part of each day 
doing?

A.  These obsessive “self-trackers” 
have a love of self-data and a desire 
to embellish their self-presentation on 
social networks, says Paul McFedries 
in “IEEE Spectrum” magazine.  While 
the datasexual might use a pedom-
eter to track the number of steps she 
takes each day, she will wear a Nike+ 

FuelBand on her wrist to display the 
numbers and then post them to her 
online friends, transforming self-obses-
sion into conspicuous “oversharing.”  

The flattering “selfie,” or photo-
graphic self-portrait often taken for 
posting on social network sites, may 
inspire a “Facebook face-lift,” cosmetic 
surgery designed to improve one’s 
looks.  Further, the posting may 
include “humblebragging,” or “vanity 
metrics,” such as “My resting heart 
rate is 55” or “Just passed the 10000-
follower mark on Twitter!”--which 
opens the way for a regimen of “data 
hygiene” and “data grooming.”

Off-line, the datasexual is apt to 
engage in “stage-phoning” to impress 
those nearby with envy-inducing per-
sonal stats while talking in a theatrical 
manner on a cellphone.  “With phones 
omnipresent in the social landscape 
and would-be thespians appearing at 
every airport waiting lounge, coffee 
shop and street corner, we see that 
indeed, 400 years after Shakespeare 
declared it, all the world really is a 
stage.”

     Octopus predictions
Q.  How much prognosticating 

power might be attributed to an 
octopus?

A.  Remember that when given 
enough random events, some 
weird-seeming things are likely to 

show up, says David G. Myers in 
“Exploring Psychology:  Ninth Edi-
tion.”  Regarding the octopus, it was 
during the 2010 World Cup match-up 
between Germany and Spain that a 
German octopus – Paul, “the oracle 
of Oberhausen”--was presented two 
boxes, each containing mussels and 
each marked with a national flag of 
Germany or Spain.  Remarkably, “Paul 
selected the right box eight out of 
eight times in predicting the outcomes 
of Germany’s seven matches and 
of Spain’s triumph in the final.”  But 
as statistician Persi Diaconis put it, 
“The really unusual day would be one 
where nothing unusual happens.”

History of baby carrots
Q.  What went from “ugly” to a bil-

lion-dollar-a-year business, thanks to a 
California farmer’s ingenious idea?

A.  Baby carrots that didn’t quite 
make the cut, reports “Mental Floss” 
magazine in “323 Things You Need 
to Know Right Now!”  So when the 
farmer realized he was throwing away 
400 tons of carrots a day because they 
were too misshapen to be marketed, 
“he gave his harvest a makeover 
and shaved them down to snackable 
nubs.”  First hitting supermarkets 
some 25 years ago, these “babies” 
have become a billion-dollar industry.

3-D movies and motion sickness
Q.  What surprising item might 

movie theaters want to distribute along 
with 3-D glasses?

A.  Airsickness bags, say Lillian 
Fritz-Laylin and Meredith Carpenter 
in “Discover” magazine.  Despite 
their popularity, 3-D movies aren’t for 
everyone, since some viewers find 
them dizzying and even nauseating.  
When public health researcher Angelo 
Solimini surveyed about 500 moviego-
ers before and after their watching 3-D 
and traditional 2-D movies, he found 
that more than half of 3-D viewers 
had symptoms such as headaches, 
disorientation, nausea; a surprising 
14% had ill effects even watching 
conventional movies.  Women were 
particularly susceptible, as were 
people prone to motion sickness.  
“Viewers of 2-D movies focus primarily 
on the actors, Solimini theorized, while 
those watching 3-D movies tend to 
shift their eyes across the screen to 
follow the action.”  

“Lights, camera, puke!”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 

Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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stake, claim that creating hands-free 
devices for use in cars will combat 
distracted driving, not contribute to it. 
No one really knows.

But here’s what we do know: Over 
1,000 people are injured every day 
in the United States as a result of 
distracted driving, and nine of them 
die. The Centers for Disease Control, 
which supplies the data, said all 
kinds of distractions contribute - even 
onboard navigation systems.

Seems the more functions we have 
in an auto, the more distracted we 
are likely to be, and while hands-on 
is worst, hands-free devices are 
still problematic. The Lincoln sports 
model I rented didn’t have GPS or 
a phone connection, yet the array 
of center-console push and touch 
options was overwhelming.

With CarPlay, owners of Apple 
devices will be able to use voice com-
mands to send and hear text mes-
sages, get directions, answer calls 
and utilize numerous third-party apps. 
With Google Glass, which will first be 
interfaced with Hyundai models next 
year, motorists can access similar 
data, but it will appear in visual form 
before their eyes, rather than as 
audio only. And yes, Google Glass 
allows wearers to watch videos 
- even if they’re driving a car.

This has prompted lawmakers 
in five states to write legislation 

that bans Google Glass for anyone 
behind the wheel. Google maintains 
that the glasses allow motorists to 
keep their eyes on the road instead of 
having to divert their attention to the 
center console.

This strikes me as a massive, 
high-stakes confrontation between 
parties each claiming to be working 
in the public’s best interests. Perhaps 
hands-free devices are safer than the 
hands-on kind, but what if they also 
inspire vastly more people to use 
them - folks who wouldn’t otherwise 
be using any device while driving?

It’s somewhat like the e-cigarette 
debate. Are they good because they 
make it possible for people to quit 
smoking? Or are they bad because 
they allow smokers to continue the 
habit, and even prompt some others 
to start?

When it comes to distracted driv-
ing, Americans are already hooked 
more than motorists in Europe. 
According to the CDC, 69 percent of 
Americans say they use their phones 
while driving. In Britain it’s about 
21 percent, and in Spain only 15 
percent.

Would systems like CarPlay and 
Google Glass help? Not really, 
according to Christopher Chabris, 
a psychology professor at Union 

College in Schenectady, N.Y. Drivers 
using hands-free devices may trick 
their brains into thinking they’re 
paying attention, he told Bloomberg 
News. It’s actually an “illusion.”

During my drive through Nevada, 
where 70 mph is no big deal, I 
did take a hands-free call on my 
cellphone. Ten minutes and roughly 
12 miles later, I finished the call 
and realized I had no recollection of 
anything I had seen out the window 
or done behind the wheel during the 
conversation.

Was I distracted? I never took my 
eyes off the road, but clearly I was 
not paying full attention. Similarly, 
many of us have used GPS - a 
great aid in finding our way - while 
discovering that the more dependent 
we become on the audio commands, 
the less in touch we are with the 
exits, turns, and other elements in 
our travels. We become less inclined 
to think and focus on the specifics of 
the task.

Nothing is going to slow down 
technological innovations in our cars. 
The business interests are huge, and 
the public demand is great. But make 
no mistake: the way we’re headed, 
there are dangerous curves ahead.

Peter Funt is a writer and speaker. 
His book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” 
is available at Amazon.com and 
CandidCamera.com. ©2014 Peter 
Funt.

Driving and new tech toys in the car don’t mix
(Continued from Page 1) Google, Apple ready to 

launch new distractions
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a long time ago.
We made to the West with forged 

documents, which led up to a nervous 
train ride, and then relief as the train 
pulled into the station in Vienna. We 
were met by friends of friends who 
went out to the station just in case we 
were on the train. We were.

We didn’t have to dig under an 
electrified barbed wire fence, nor 
were we chased by dogs, and no 
border guards shot at us.  A lot of 

Hungarians risked all of that to make 
it to the West, not to mention the 
mine fields.

Ours was a peaceful, uneventful 
escape of sorts.

The friends who met us at the train 
station helped us to find a place to 
stay and then led us to the Vienna 
offices of the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC), a non-profit agency 
based in New York City.

Our lives in the West began on 
March 7. By the end of the day, we 

had a game plan and no need for 
the two-week fake visa. We had a 
temporary visa issued by the Austrian 
government, and we began to 
embark on our new lives.

A year and a half later, we landed 
in New York City. But the escape 
details are always the most interest-
ing to people who hear the story. 
They are to me also, since I didn’t 
know anything about it until the morn-
ing of March 7.

There is a book-long story here. 
For decades I have ignored sugges-
tions to start writing it. I’ve been busy 
with other things, and never gave it 
much thought.

“Hey, it was really interesting 
over the weekend to read a snippet 
of your personal history.  I’d love 
to see some articles detailing your 
experiences.  Some folks might 
think it a self-aggrandizing thing, 

but I wouldn’t.  I believe your story 
is important.  It would be a great 
example for our youngsters to follow, 
because you got where you are 
through hard work and commitment, 
not because someone handed every-
thing to you.”

That was the email from a friend 
that made me think that a book that 
ties it all together might be the best 
way to go. I can take out a small part 
of the story and write a column about 
it to fit a specific event, but overall 
I think it would be best if the whole 
story is told.

I’ve never been much of a long 
story writer, making my living since 
graduating from college writing 
articles. My attention span as a writer 
has been focused for decades on 
getting the current story finished and 
starting on the next one.

Now, it’s probably due time to 

take a long look back and document 
how I got from there to here. My 
own family needs to know, anyway. 
Nobody knows the entire story but 
me. My mother died in 1986. It’s all in 
my head and needs to be transferred 
to where whoever is interested can 
access it.

Will it sell? I don’t care. I have 
made a good living as a writer and 
business owner. It makes no differ-
ence to me whether the book would 
sell.

But, should it become a commer-
cial success (which is very unlikely), 
I will donate part of the proceeds to 
the IRC. Don’t confuse this non-profit 
group with the IRS. I am already 
donating to them.

Now I have to get started and 
follow through. I’ll keep you posted in 
future columns about how it’s coming 
along. That’s the plan, anyway. 

It’s about time I write a book on my childhood adventure of escaping from communism
(Continued from Page 1)
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of Roy 
Sanchez, Deceased, were issued on March 5, 2014, in Cause No. PR34808, 
pending in the County Court at Law No. 2, Brazoria County, Texas, to: Timothy 
Vickers.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.

c/o: Timothy Vickers
3414 Old Holly Drive
Pearland, Texas 77584

DATED the 5th day of March, 2014
By:/s/Victor A. Sturm

Attorney for Timothy Vickers
State Bar No: 19451500

2420 S. Grand Blvd.
Pearland, Texas 77581

Telephone: (281) 485-2011
Facsimile: (281) 485-5730

E-mail: victor@sturmlawfirm.com

and now lives in Las Vegas, Nev. This will be her first time back in her home 
state in years.

Cynthia’s father was Jack Pepper, who was also an actor and appeared in a 
show called “Salt & Pepper” that appeared on the Broadway revues.

Later Jack would marry actress Ginger Rogers, and they did a show called 
“Ginger & Pepper.” After a short marriage to Ginger Rogers, Jack would remarry  
Cynthia’s mother, Dawn, and move to Dallas, becoming a night club manager 
and where he met people like the infamous Jack Ruby.

In 1964, Cynthia got a call for a movie starring Elvis Presley. Her agent told 
her if she could fit into the Army outfit, then she had the part.

Pepper recalls during the filming how humble and down-to-earth Elvis was 
and how she’d mess up the kissing scene between her and the king so she 
could keep kissing him.

Elvis told her “she’s just as pretty as a speckled pup,” a line he would use 
in the movie as well. Later Elvis would say Pepper was one of his favorite co-
stars.

Pepper is a Hollywood High School graduate and even had the same hair 
dresser as Marilyn Monroe at one time. Pepper today travels to Hollywood 
conventions and Elvis events world-wide, and has her book coming out soon.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of “Kissin’ Cousins,” Elvis 14th movie.
Edwards and Pepper have become great friends since they met in 2003. 

Edwards says of Pepper, “Cynthia is one of my favorite people in this world; 
she’s the greatest and fun to be around. She’s my Vegas mom - I love her.”

This year’s show will have a movie medley with a tribute to Elvis’ movie years 
and a tribute to Cynthia Pepper. Pepper feels likewise. “He’s amazing, and he 
does Elvis justice; he’s my favorite. He’s like my son. I love Donny and  Donna 
(his wife). We talk all the time and go out to eat. They’re like my kids.”

(Continued from page 1)
Donny Edwards’ tribute to Elvis March 29

Tickets available for 2014 CCA annual banquet and raffle
Tickets are still available for the 

Brazoria County Chapter of the 
Coastal Conservation Association 
(CCA) 2014 annual banquet on 
March 20 for the banquet and big 
prize raffle.

 Zeke West, banquet chairman 
said, “This year we are holding our 
annual event at the Brazosport Col-
lege Dow Academic Center to have 
more seating to give more people a 
chance to attend the banquet than 
in the past. Plus we will be able to 
have more room for attendees to 
move around. We are also fortunate 
to have TNT as dinner sponsor and 
Sparkling Clear Industries as silent 
auction sponsor for our banquet this 
year.”

Chapter president Wes Dingee 
said, “A big raffle has been a part 
of our annual fundraiser each year 
to give people a chance to win a 
top quality gun or cooler without 
attending the banquet. This year 
we’ve expanded the raffle this year 
to include 25 different items – featur-
ing 10 different guns and 10 different 
sized Yeti coolers along with some 
very nice rods and reels.”

The guns in the raffle range from 
handguns to shotguns to rifles and 
include favorites like a Ruger LCP 
.380, Remington 700 SPS 308, 
Taurus Judge 45/.410, and Glock 
19 9 MM. Heavy-duty marine Yeti 

coolers range from 20 to 125 quarts. 
Raffle tickets are only $20 each, and 
there will be 25 winners drawn at the 
annual CCA Brazoria County Chapter 
banquet on March 20. Winners need 
not be present to win the raffle.

Raffle tickets are available at 
Rossco’s Outdoor, Brazosport Tire, 
Sparkling Clear Industries, or Castle-
berry Insurance. To obtain tickets for 
the raffle or banquet, call Kyle Harris 
at (979) 798-2429, Dan Johnson 

at (979) 481-3907, Glenn Blount at 
(979) 236-1700, Wes Dingee, (979) 
299-8245, or Zeke West (409) 656-
7378.

The Coastal Conservation Asso-
ciation (CCA) is a non-profit marine 
conservation organization comprised 
of 17 coastal state chapters spanning 
the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic sea-
board. The Brazoria County chapter 
assists Sea Center, Kid Fish, and 
several other community projects.

While cooler than usual weather may delay the wildflower season in some 
parts of Texas, the good news is that many areas should have great blooms, 
and a few already show the first stirrings of spring.

“All signs point to a good wildflower season,” said Damon Waitt, the senior 
botanist at The University of Texas at Austin’s Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center. “We’ve had good fall precipitation and good winter precipitation in 
many parts of the state — not just rain, but sleet and snow as well.”

The Texas Department of Transportation will start providing sightings 
sometime in March at 1-800-452-9292.

Fall and winter moisture are important as many popular wildflowers 
— including Texas bluebonnets, Indian blanket and Texas star — get a 
jumpstart on their spring growth by germinating during the winter and estab-
lishing themselves as rosettes. These clusters of leaves spread low across 
the ground to retain heat in the winter before the plants grow rapidly once 
temperatures climb.

For Texans living in regions fortunate enough to have received timely 
precipitation, the wait is now on for the weather to warm enough to encour-
age wildflowers to begin blooming.

“Whether or not the peak bloom is on time or delayed remains to be 
seen,” Waitt said. “A colder than normal March will tend to delay the season 
whereas warm March temperatures with good rainfall and sunshine will 
promote growth and extend the season.”

Fall, winter = great wildflower season
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GALVESTON, Texas — Angleton Danbury Medical Center and the Univer-
sity of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston have signed a letter of intent to 
initiate a process to evaluate the possibility of a long-term, formal relation-
ship.

The details of any future relationship are still being negotiated. The goal is 
to strengthen both organizations in preparation to succeed in an accountable 
care environment while still providing patients access to the best care close 
to their homes.

Any agreement will require the approval of both the ADMC Board of Direc-
tors and the University of Texas System Board of Regents. A decision and 
the related approvals should be made by late spring/early summer.

“We are proud of the health care services we have provided to the 
residents of our community and are excited about the possibilities for growth 
and expansion that a formal relationship with UTMB Health would allow,” 
said Dave Bleakney, CEO of Angleton Danbury Medical Center. “It is cer-
tainly in line with our mission of nearly 45 years, improving the health status 
of our community through education, prevention and quality care. Looking 
into the future, a relationship with UTMB might very well be the answer to 
that continued mission.”

“We are extremely pleased about the possibility of a formal relationship. 
Our mutual goals are to increase access to the best possible health care 
to those who live in our region,” said Donna Sollenberger, executive vice 
president and CEO of UTMB Health System.

“We look forward to working together to complement the care being 
provided in the area and to enhance the already excellent care provided by 
the medical staff and employees of Angleton Danbury Medical Center,” she 
added

UTMB and Angleton Danbury Medical Center 
exploring long-term, formal relationship

Alvin Music Festival and Cook-Off to be held March 28-29
The Alvin Sunrise Rotary Club will 

host the Alvin Music Festival and 
Cook-Off on March 28-29 at Briscoe 
Park in Alvin.

“There will be something for 
everyone at the festival,” said 
Sunrise Rotary President Robert 
Vasquez.  “The club has worked 
hard this year to expand and 
improve the event.”

Visit www.alvinmusicfestival.com 
for more information, or call (281) 
331-3172.

The Alvin Convention and Visitor 
Bureau is sponsor for the bands 
while Ron Carter Automotive Dealer-
ships is the title sponsor for the 
overall event. Activities will consist 
of live music, cook-off, craft vendors, 
kids area, and a 5-K mud run.

Entry fee on Friday will be $10, 
and on Saturday it will be $15.  A 
weekend pass is available for $20.  
Kids 12 and under are free. Lawn 
chairs may be brought into the festi-
val.  No coolers or pets are allowed.

Friday night the gates will open 
at 4 p.m., and the music will start at 
6 p.m. with Alvin native, “The Junior 
Gordon Band.”  “Bri Bagwell” will 
take the stage at 8 p.m., followed by 
“Bleu Edmondson” at 10 p.m.

Saturday the gates will open at 10 
a.m., and the “4 Barrel Rambler’s” 
will play at noon. They will be 
followed by “Amber and the Old Ras-
cals” at 2 p.m. and “The Hook” at 4 

p.m.  At 6 p.m. “Donnie Vondra” will 
take the stage, followed by “Brandon 
Rhyder” at 8 p.m., and closing out 
the event, “The Bart Crow Band” will 
take the stage at 10 p.m.

The International Barbeque 
Cookers Association-sanctioned 
cook-off events will begin Friday 
afternoon, and the winners will be 
announced Saturday evening. Space 
is available for more than 50 cook 
teams. Cash prizes totaling $2,575 
will be awarded for brisket, pork ribs, 
chicken, beans and Friday night 
feast.  A Fajita Jackpot competition 
will also be held. The fee for the 

cook-off is $200 per spot.
A Sunrise Stampede 5K Mud Run 

has been added to the weekend 
and will provide runners a chance to 
take on numerous obstacles while 
dredging through the mud. Entry fee  
is $50 and includes medal, bever-
age and admission to the festival 
Saturday.  Participants must be at 
least 14 years old. To register, visit 
www.active.com. Food and Bever-
ages will be available on both Friday 
and Saturday and a play area for 
the kids. There will be craft and food 
vendors on Saturday, and vendors 
are welcome to rent space. 
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Could a giant sunburst unplug Earth?
By Rick Montgomery
The Kansas City Star (MCT)

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — When the 
sun got ornery in 1859, American 
telegraph operators saw sparks fly.

A huge solar flare belched a cloud 
of charged particles into Earth’s path. 
But other than frying telegraph lines, 
the electromagnetic collision caused 
little stir in the world.

Nobody back then had yet 
switched on a decent light bulb, much 
less charged an iPhone.

Yet the sun hasn’t changed its 
ways, and that worries University 
of Kansas physicist Adrian Melott, 
among others. If the remnants of a 
similar solar flare struck the planet 
today?

“Gee, I’d be without cable TV,” 
Melott deadpanned.

Without email too, some fear. No 
heating or cooling. No electric grid.

Satellite technology, it was nice 
knowing you.

This is the scenario rolling out 
from a growing network of scientists, 
policymakers and survivalists. Not 
quite doomsday because life itself 
would continue, but a silent natural 
disaster that could unplug us from all 
we depend upon.

“It’s happened before, as recently 
as 1989,” said astrophysicist David 
Hathaway of NASA’s Marshall Space 
Flight Center in Huntsville, Ala. “That 
geomagnetic storm took out a big 
transformer in New Jersey.”

Still, it was no “Carrington event,” 
named for British astronomer Richard 
Carrington, who charted the 1859 
solar burst.

Scientists today regard what 
happened in 1989 as a mere sun-to-
Earth wakeup call, an electromag-
netic puff, though strong enough to 
knock out power in Quebec and parts 
of the U.S. Northeast.

Hathaway said the Big One, Car-
rington-style, “could be catastrophic,” 
leaving much of North America 
without juice for months or years.

A 2009 study by the National 
Academy of Sciences warned that 
a massive geomagnetic assault on 
satellites and interconnected power 
grids could result in a blackout from 
which the nation may need four to 10 
years to recover.

Sound like Y2K?

“The earth is in peril, and people 
love that,” said Benjamin Radford, 
deputy editor of Skeptical Inquirer 
magazine. “There is this certain 
human fascination with disaster.

“This one’s a little eccentric. … But 
given a world so interconnected and 
dependent on technology, with all our 
cellphones and computers, there’s 
some legitimate scientific concern 
about this.”

Odds of an electronics Armaged-
don anytime soon are 
far from clear.

Because solar 
storms occur regu-
larly, with magnetic 
loops flaring and 
twisting around 
sunspots, government 
weather scientists 
say it’s inevitable that 
Earth will, on rare 
occasion, get bonked 
by what they call a 
“coronal mass ejec-
tion,” or CME.

A cloud of solar 
plasma, depending on 
the magnetic makeup 
of its electrons, could 
penetrate and shake 
the planet’s magnetic 
field, if the sun’s aim 
is just so.

Some say a super 
CME, capable of 
shorting out satellites 
around the globe and 
frying electric lines 
across a continent, 
might be a once-in-a-
century event.

In May 2012, a U.S. 
Geological Survey 
report estimated a 6 
percent chance of another Carrington 
event occurring in the next decade.

Still other researchers, such as 
NASA’s Hathaway, point out that for 
an event that big, the statistics are 
too flimsy to measure.

The uncertainty rests in the 
relatively brief span of time in which 
scientists have recorded a link 
between sunbursts and electromag-
netic fluctuations on Earth, the first 
being Carrington’s observations on 
Sept. 1, 1859.

And even then, the world knew 

about it only because an emerging 
technology went haywire.

“Telegraph systems, the Internet of 
that age,” said Daniel Baker, director 
of the University of Colorado’s Labo-
ratory for Atmospheric and Space 
Physics.

Sparks shocked telegraph opera-
tors and set fire to their paper.

Electric surges created enough 
juice in some telegraph lines that 
operators were able to communicate 

even after disconnecting their bat-
teries.

According to newspaper accounts, 
the Northern Lights could be viewed 
as far south as the Caribbean, the 
result of electrically charged particles 
from the sun entering Earth’s atmo-
sphere.

But beyond the aurora sightings 
and the telegraph station fires, the 
CME of 1859 passed without much 
notice.

“Without technology being our 
antenna to collect the effects of a 
geomagnetic storm, we’d have no 

way of knowing” if one ever arrived, 
Baker said.

Nor could we know whether or not 
the Carrington event was as bad as 
sunstorms get.

Melott of KU, in a 2012 paper, 
proposed that material from a solar 
megaflare 10 times the strength of 
the Carrington kind bombarded this 
planet around the year 775.

There just weren’t wires to get 
blown out.

There were cedar 
trees, however, that 
absorbed a heavy dose 
of something from outer 
space.

Japanese scientists 
discovered a baffling 
spike in carbon-14 
deposits within tree 
rings dating to the 
eighth century. In a 
study published in the 
journal Nature, they 
floated the possibility 
of a supernova causing 
the deposits because a 
burst so powerful from 
the sun had never been 
recorded.

But Melott, along 
with Washburn Uni-
versity professor Brian 
Thomas and others, 
countered the Japa-
nese findings with their 
own published study. It 
challenged the notion 
that the Carrington 
event was the all-time 
mother of sun flares 
emanating to Earth.

Carrington “was a 
biggie,” Melott said, but 
maybe not the biggest.

Beware the “Charlemagne event,” 
Melott’s nod to the eighth-century 
warrior and king.

In Washington, concerns about an 
epic sunstorm have not drawn a lot of 
public attention. But they are forging 
unusual political alliances.

Policymakers on the right have 
long warned of terrorists detonating 
a nuclear device 20 miles above the 
United States, causing an “electro-
magnetic pulse,” or EMP, that could 
wreak havoc on electric grids in ways 
a sun-spawned CME can.

In hopes of preventing both brands 
of chaos, tea party politicians have 
joined liberals such as U.S. Rep. 
Henry Waxman, D-Calif., to push 
legislation requiring utilities to harden 
the nation’s electric infrastructure.

Such a bill, called the GRID Act, 
passed the U.S. House in 2010 but 
never gained traction in the Senate.

Since then, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission has ordered 
utilities to assess their vulnerabilities 
and deliver plans.

Topeka-based Westar Energy, 
providing power to nearly 700,000 
customers in the eastern third of 
Kansas, said the industry should 
proceed with caution.

“Let’s figure out what we’re trying 
to solve, first,” said Tom Stuchlik, the 
utility’s executive director of systems 
operations.

Experts say solutions range from 
upgrades that keep power surges 
from spreading, to sheds that protect 
big transformers, to rockets at the 
ready to carry communications satel-
lites into space, replacing a bunch of 
dead ones.

“If a once-in-a-millennium event 
does come along, what can you do 
now that you know is going to work?” 
asked Allen Klassen, Westar’s direc-
tor of transmission systems opera-
tion.

As with hurricanes, earthquakes 
and tornadoes, electromagnetic 
natural disasters are believed to 
threaten some areas of Earth more 
than others.

Upper latitudes are more apt to get 
hit than places closer to the equa-
tor. Grids near large bodies of salt 
water or atop heavy concentrations of 
granite are at higher risk too.

The Midwest’s location and subsoil 
conditions make a Carrington-style 
blackout less likely to spread, con-
tend Westar and KCP&L.

Plenty of other skeptics dismiss the 
doomsday scenario.

Whether the perceived threat to 
our high-tech cocoon is tied to a 
source natural or nuclear, nonprolif-
eration scholar Jeffrey Lewis of the 
Monterey Institute of International 
Studies recently told the Los Angeles 
Times: “People are saying these 
outlandish things that are not related 
to data.“

The transit of Venus can be seen against the setting sun as a black 
dot near the KCPL building in downtown Kansas City, Mo., from the 
upper deck of Kauffman Stadium is seen. (John Sleezer/Kansas City 
Star/MCT)
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Scientists solve mystery 
of mass whale graveyard 
By Geoffrey Mohan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Scientists have uncloaked the mystery of an 
ancient fossilized graveyard of dozens of whales 
lying side by side with bizarre, walrus-faced dol-
phins and swimming sloths.

The fossils, unearthed about three years ago 
during a road-widening project in Chile’s Atacama 
Desert, probably record a series of mass strand-
ings about 6 million to 9 million years ago that 
were caused by blooms of algae fed by the iron-
rich sediments of the Andes Mountains, according 
to a study published online Wednesday in the 
journal Proceedings of the Royal Society B.

The international team of researchers believes 
about four waves of carcasses washed into what 
once was a placid tidal basin within a period 
of weeks, then were buried in sediments that 
accumulated over 10,000 to 16,000 years, said the 
study’s lead author, Nicholas D. Pyenson, curator 
of fossil marine mammals at the Smithsonian 
Institution.

How the fossils came to rest 130 feet above 
sea level is less a mystery than it may seem: The 
Nazca, Antarctic and South American plates have 
been grinding against each other for millions of 
years, pushing up the Andes Mountains.

The whale skeletons, all from the rorqual super-
family that includes modern blue whales, were 
largely intact, with few signs of scavenging other 
than the marks of crab claws, Pyenson said.

“South America did not have polar bears or any 
large terrestrial carnivores that would scavenge 
and disarticulate the skeletons,” he said. “Crabs 
must have had a field day out there.”

One set of fossils, dubbed “la familia,” or “the 
family,” included two adults and a calf.

While the so-called whale graveyard has 
attracted the most attention since the find during 
road widening from 2010 to 2012, the smaller 
species at the site are also of keen interest to 
paleontologists.

“We have ancient seals; we have ancient bill 
fishes — there are swordfish and marlin rem-
nants,” Pyenson said. “And then there are the 
totally extinct exotic things: aquatic sloths and 
walrus whales.”

The swimming sloth and walrus whale remains 
are found only in South America, and no walrus 
whale had ever been found outside neighboring 
Peru.

“It’s amazing to me. In 240 meters of road cut 
you collect all the major players for the fossil 
marine mammal world in South America,” Pyenson 
said.

It took about three years to piece together the 
evidence to offer the most plausible explanation 
for the density of fossils.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are at 
Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. 
Why not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care? 
Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the 
pet population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill 
out an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

March 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1917, Czar Nicholas II of Russia 
abdicated as the Bolsheviks came 
to power. In 1969, Golda Meir 
became the fourth prime minister 
of Israel.

March 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1922, Indian leader Mohandas 
Gandhi was jailed by the British for 
sedition. In 1974, most of the Arab 
oil-producing nations ended their 
embargo against the United States.

March 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1918, Congress approved daylight-
saving time. In 1953, motion pic-
tures’ Academy Awards ceremony 
was televised for the first time.

March 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1899, Martha M. Place of Brook-
lyn became the first woman to be 
executed in the electric chair for 
the murder of her stepdaughter. In 
1969, John Lennon of the Beatles 
married Yoko Ono in Gibraltar.

March 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1963, the Alcatraz federal prison 
island in San Francisco Bay was 
vacated of its last inmates. In 1965, 
more than 3,000 civil-rights dem-
onstrators led by the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. began a march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Ala.

March 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1622, Algonquin natives killed 347 
English settlers in what came to be 
known as the Jamestown Massacre 
in the Virginia Colony. In 1765, Brit-
ain enacted the Stamp Act to raise 
money from the American colonies. 
The act was repealed the follow-
ing year after vigorous protests by 
colonists.

March 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1806, explorers Lewis and Clark 
reached the Pacific Coast during 
their groundbreaking journey across 
the American West. In 1903, the 
Wright brothers obtained a patent 
for their airplane.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1973, referring 
to efforts to cover up high-level 
involvement in the Watergate break-
in, White House counsel John Dean 
told President Nixon, “There is a 
cancer growing on the presidency.”

This week’s question: What 
was the name of the nuclear-power 
plant in Pennsylvania at which a 
major accident occurred in 1979?

Pet Vet: Why does spayed cat act like she’s still in heat?
By Jeff Kahler
The Modesto Bee (MCT)

Cameron from Modesto, Calif., 
has Alice, a 2-year-old cat, shar-
ing her apartment. It seems that 
Alice has begun a strange behavior 
recently. She spends a significant 
amount of time rolling around on the 
carpet and vocalizing quite loudly.

She will also walk around the 
apartment with her hind end up in 
the air, again vocalizing loudly. Cam-
eron admits that at first, the behavior 
was somewhat funny but it has now 
become annoying. She believes that 
the cat is behaving as if she is “in 
heat,” but since Alice was spayed 
when she was 5 months old, she 
deems that unlikely.

First, let’s define “in heat.” This 
term refers to a time in the reproduc-
tive cycle of dogs and cats when 
the female is ready to be bred. The 
technical term used for this time is 
estrus. This is the time that their 
bodies are ready for pregnancy.

This cycling is controlled by 
hormone production affecting the 
ovaries, which produce the eggs 
that combine with the sperm to 
make the embryos that develop into 
puppies or kittens.

The term “spaying” refers to a 
surgical procedure to remove the 
ovaries and uterus, preventing the 
cycling of estrus — and pregnancy 
as well. We term this procedure 

ovariohysterectomy.
The behavior that Cameron 

describes is consistent with the 
behavior displayed by a female cat 
in estrus. But how can this be when 
Alice has already been spayed? 
One possible explanation is that 
within Alice’s body there is ovar-
ian tissue that is not in its normal 
location.

When her ovaries and uterus 
were removed, this extra ovarian 
tissue, called ectopic ovarian tissue, 
was left behind. It could be almost 
anywhere inside Alice’s abdomen.

This ovarian tissue acts just as 
the ovaries do in secreting the hor-
mones that bring about the behavior 
of estrus. She is not able to become 
pregnant because there is no func-
tional egg production and the uterus 
is gone, but the behavior remains.

There is another possibility that 
some of the normal ovarian tissue 
was left behind from the spay 
surgery. This is unlikely, but if a tiny 
amount of ovary was left, it could be 
responsible for hormone production 
causing the estrus behavior.

Having proposed these pos-
sible causes for Alice’s behavior, 
how might we figure out what is 
going on? One method would be 
exploratory surgery to examine 
the area from where the ovaries 
were removed in the spay surgery. 
If leftover tissue is found, it can be 

removed, thus solving the problem.
If there is no leftover tissue 

found, the surgeon can search the 
abdomen for any ectopic ovarian 
tissue. This search is often fruitless, 
somewhat similar to the proverbial 
needle in the haystack analogy. 
However, if successful, the tissue 
can be removed, and thus, eliminate 
the behavior.

I think perhaps a better move 
before going to surgery would be to 
check Alice’s hormone levels during 

the time she is exhibiting this behav-
ior. This is a simple test measuring 
the estrogen in the cat’s blood.

If there is no ovarian tissue within 
the body, there should be extremely 
low levels of estrogen in the blood. 
This test would eliminate the need 
for Alice to endure further surgery if 
the level was low.

If, however, the estrogen level 
was elevated, ovarian activity is 
confirmed. At that point, surgical 
intervention is warranted.
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Crimea occupation 
stirs dark memories 
for ethnic Tatars
By Sergei L. Loiko
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

SIMFEROPOL, Ukraine — There are no words 
in the lexicon of the Abdulkerimov family more ter-
rible than “occupation” or “deportation,” two foreign 
terms with no precise translation in the Crimean 
Tatar language.

For Tatars, an ethnic group with deep roots in 
Crimea, the terms are strongly associated with 
Adolf Hitler’s Germany and Josef Stalin’s secret 
police, and together they evoke dark memories 
of war, exile, deprivation and death. They had 
seemed all but obsolete in recent years.

The de facto Russian takeover of the Crimean 
peninsula, however, brought history flooding back 
to many Tatars, recalling the Nazi occupation of 
Crimea during World War II and the subsequent 
Soviet deportation of the entire Tatar people, sum-
marily accused by Stalin of being traitors.

“If somebody tells me today that another depor-
tation is possible, I would tell him that he is an idiot 
and nothing of the kind can happen again,” said 
Jafer Abdulkerimov, a frail 81-year-old man with 
bright eyes, a steady voice and a sound memory. 
“But then again, if somebody had told me before 
last week that another occupation of our land by a 
foreign army is possible, I would have told him he 
was an idiot, too.”

Few are seriously suggesting that Russia’s 
nonviolent military presence in Crimea portends 
another deportation. But Tatars, who are predomi-
nantly Muslim, fear the consequences of a rise 
in Russian nationalism in the region, a semiau-
tonomous Ukrainian republic with a large ethnic 
Russian population that is chafing at the ouster of 
Ukraine’s Kremlin-leaning president, Viktor Yanu-
kovich, and his replacement by a pro-West interim 
government.

“As Moscow once again intends to gain control 
over the peninsula, the Tatars become the most 
vulnerable people in Crimea because we support 
the interim government and the territorial integrity 
of Ukraine,” said Mustafa Dzhemilev, a Crimean 
Tatar activist and member of the Ukrainian parlia-
ment.

As with so many groups in this part of the world, 
the history of Crimean Tatars is steeped in tumult 
and tragedy.

“Even if we look way beyond the deportation of 
1944, we will find many examples in the history of 
the Crimean Tatars that evoke quite valid compari-
sons with the events we are seeing today,” said 
Gulnara Abdulayeva, a Crimean Tatar historian 
and television anchor.

Russia annexed the Crimean Tatars’ territory in 
1783. Repression and deportation followed; over 
the next half a century, more than 600,000 Tatars 
were forced to leave, Abdulayeva said.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Seek God’s guidance as you search for a better job
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I graduated from college recently, and now I can’t get a decent job. I 
have a temporary job in a restaurant, but I’m beginning to think I wasted four 
years of my life by going to college. I know this isn’t a spiritual question, but 
do you have any advice? - Z.J.

A: The most important thing I can tell you is that God is concerned about 
every detail of your life, including your search for the right job. The Bible says, 
“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight” (Hebrews 4:13).

In other words, some things may seem more “spiritual” to us than others, 
but in reality everything we do has a spiritual side to it. If God didn’t love you 
He wouldn’t be concerned about your situation, but He does love you, and He 
is concerned. Remember: Jesus Christ proved that God loves us by giving 
His life for us. If you have never put your life into His hands, I urge you to do 
so today.

Don’t be discouraged, and don’t fall into the error of thinking you’ve wasted 
the last four years. If you hadn’t gone to college, you might well spend the rest 
of your life in a low-paying job. Thank God for the opportunities He’s given 
you, and trust Him to lead you to the place His has for you in the future. The 
Bible says, “Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him” (Psalm 37:5).

In the meantime, ask God to help you have a good attitude, and to be the 
best employee you can possibly be. Life doesn’t always turn out the way we 
wish it would, but God knows what’s best for us and will guide us as we pray 
and seek His will.

Pope Francis’ 1st year: Not yet a revolution, but perhaps a start
By Matthew Schofield
McClatchy Foreign Staff (MCT)

ROME — Seated in one of the 
thousands of stacking chairs packed 
between the enfolding arms of St. 
Peter’s Square, pointed at a small 
stage on the steps of one of the 
world’s most recognizable places of 
worship, Texan Bob Boillet uses the 
word everybody seems to be using 
when talking about the head of his 
church, Pope Francis.

The word? “Hope.” It’s a big word 
for many Roman Catholics these 
days. There’s hope for inclusion, for 
acceptance and mostly for forgive-
ness.

“He talks about a more open-
armed church. I like that,” the 
48-year-old San Antonio resident 
said. “Actual change won’t be easy, 
especially when that change is about 

some dearly held beliefs. But he talks 
about a more open, more accepting 
church, and that gives me hope.”

It was a year ago when a puff of 
white smoke from the Sistine Chapel 
announced that the Roman Catholic 
Church had a new head. The choice 
was a 76-year-old Argentine cardinal 
named Jorge Mario Bergoglio. He 
arrived to find a church that many 
thought was out of touch with the 
modern world.

The new pope was from South 
America, the first non-European 
to lead the church since A.D. 741. 
It was a signal of a church turning 
from its European past to a Southern 
Hemisphere future.

Some wondered whether Pope 
Francis would be as fiery as he’d 
been when as the archbishop of 
Buenos Aires he’d once lashed out 

at “hypocrites” among the clergy 
who “drive God’s people away from 
salvation” by refusing to baptize the 
children of unwed mothers.

But if his ascension created a bit 
of stir, his first year in office has been 
closer to a whirlwind. Within months, 
those both inside and watching the 
Vatican — the city-state within Rome 
that serves as home to the church 
— were talking about “the Francis 
revolution” and “Vatican glasnost,” a 
reference to the period in Soviet his-
tory when Mikhail Gorbachev began 
coming clean about huge problems, 
such as the 1986 nuclear disaster at 
Chernobyl.

Francis quickly told the Vatican 
to act aggressively on child sexual 
abuse cases and has since set up 
a commission to advise him on how 
to deal with pedophile priests. While 
a change in policy remains to be 
seen, it was an open and very public 
declaration of intent, which many saw 
as at least the beginning of a positive 
change.

In addition, on a plane ride back to 
the Vatican from a World Youth Day 
in Brazil, he said: “If someone is gay 
and he searches for the Lord and has 
good will, who am I to judge?”

He baptized the baby of a couple 

who’d been married outside the 
church — in the Sistine Chapel, no 
less — and promised an unmarried 
pregnant woman that he’d baptize 
her child as well, if she couldn’t find 
another willing priest.

The head of an almost unimagin-
ably wealthy church, he spoke out 
against financial inequality. In a 
November apostolic exhortation, he 

said, “Just as the commandment Thou 
shalt not kill’ sets a clear limit in order 
to safeguard the value of human life, 
today we also have to say ‘thou shalt 
not’ to an economy of exclusion and 
inequality. Such an economy kills. 
How can it be that it is not a news item 
when an elderly homeless person dies 
of exposure, but it is news when the 
stock market loses two points?”

As his first-year anniversary 
approaches, Pope Francis has 
already made changes to the image 
of the church and is extremely popu-
lar. (Claudia Himmelreich/MCT)
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Pizza Quick sauce brand
5 Boxer’s weapon
9 Frankly declare
13 Parade instrument
14 “The Andy Griffith Show” tyke
15 Olin of “The Reader”
16 Cheers for a torero
17 Like a blue moon
18 Overcast, in London
19 Animation pioneer

22 Too scrupulous for
24 Peasant dress
27 Warren Harding’s successor
32 Jacuzzi effect
33 50+ group
34 Score after deuce
35 Line on a map
37 1999, 2000 and 2001 Best Actor 
nominee (he won once)
43 Japanese fish dish
44 Battery post

46 “Dear” one?
47 __ qua non
51 Duds
52 Cry of pain
53 Eat too much of, briefly
54 Poems of praise
55 Company’s main activity, and 
a hint to a different three-letter 
abbreviation hidden in 19-, 27- and 
37-Across
58 Coyote’s coat
59 Bridge player’s blunder
60 Work on a garden row
62 Garden pest
63 Low points on graphs
64 Benelux locale: Abbr.
65 Billboard fillers
66 Lacking a musical key
67 Souse’s woe

Down
1 Frat letter
2 Longtime ISP
3 Got tiresome
4 Not in the know
5 Old West defense
6 High-tech release of 2010
7 Voice-activated app for 6-Down
8 Football supporters
9 African country that was a French 
colony
10 “Well, that’s weird”
11 With 12-Down, sign with an arrow
12 See 11-Down
20 Island ring
21 Patriots’ org.
22 Serving success
23 Horrible
25 Modern film effects, briefly
26 Understanding
28 __ the Great: boy detective
29 Rob Reiner’s dad
30 Hershiser of ESPN
31 Oil bloc
35 FICA benefit
36 La-la lead-in
37 Ruddy, as a complexion
38 Places to plug in mice
39 More reserved
40 En pointe
41 Place to store cords
42 Beats by a whisker
43 For instance
45 Slalom curve
47 “Fine”
48 Words accompanying a shrug
49 Like much metered parking
50 Head-scratcher
56 Columnist Bombeck
57 Country singer McCoy
58 SFO overseer
61 Hesitant sounds
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
PERU  CUBA  HAITI  MEXICO  PANAMA  CANADA

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: LINEN  SHYLY  JACKET  GATHER
Answer: What a dark horse shouldn’t be in an election -- TAKEN “LIGHTLY”

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                            By Rick Brooks

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Concen-
trate on how much you can accomplish 
in the week ahead by exerting a little 
extra effort. Following through on a 
project might be the key to getting where 
you want to go. Don’t be too easily 
discouraged by setbacks.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Your 
partner or a steady companion could 
seem quite negative or become 
obsessed by a get-rich scheme. It might 
be your job in the week ahead to be a 
guide and mentor to those less focused 
on facts.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Caution 

and wisdom often travel hand in hand. 
This week might offer many instances 
when you must be tough-minded now so 
you can enjoy prosperity in the future. 
Remain silent in the face of criticism.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): If the 
winds of change don’t blow you in the 
direction you want to travel this week, 

adjust your sails. Learning to adapt to 
changing circumstances and using all 
the information at your disposal is the 
key to unlocking your latent talents.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): When you 
have good advice and wisdom on your 
side, anything is possible. In the week 
ahead, a positive attitude and honest 
discussions will quickly resolve every 
challenge standing between you and the 
financial security you envision.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Much of 
your success and progress during the 
upcoming week will depend on whether 
you focus on good news or bad news. 
Remain willing to try out different solu-
tions to old problems, especially in the 
workplace.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Implement 
financial safeguards so family matters 
don’t consume your nest egg. In the 
week ahead, you could be called upon 
to lead others and protect your circle 
of friends or loved ones from their own 
misconceptions.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): There’s 
an upside to honesty in the week ahead, 
even if the truth seems to place you in 
a bad light. If you adopt an attitude that 
you’ve “made your bed and must lie in 

it,” you might find the bed quite comfy 
after all.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Find solutions that won’t exploit the 
opportunities shared by others while 
handling legitimate challenges with 
good grace. This week, you might be 
tempted to squander your resources on 
something that’s only a mirage.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You 
can fool yourself or be fooled by others 
in the week to come. Your hopes and 
dreams might seem achievable and 
making major changes looks easy, but 
seek objective advice before moving 
forward.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You 
can make progress in the week to come 
by quietly taking the lead and offering 
intuitive solutions. You won’t need to 
steamroll over the objections of others 
because people will recognize your high 
ideals.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In the 
week ahead, you have the ability to 
escape from the rat race and no desire 
to participate in one-upmanship. Within 
the bubble of your own unique brand of 
happiness you can avoid the material 
temptations of a dog-eat-dog world.

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                             By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                               By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                       By Russel Myers

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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