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New car experience
All this computer gear makes them a lot more 
complicated than when I rebuilt carburetors

Angleton Rotary prepares for Hot 
Times on the Ranch on March 28

Get ready for some “Hot Times 
on the Ranch,” featuring great food, 
entertainment and excitement at the 
annual Angleton Rotary Club Dinner 
and Auction on Saturday, March 28, 
at the Brazoria County Fairgrounds 
in Angleton. Proceeds from the event 
will go toward local Rotary projects 
and programs, and will support local 
4-H clubs from throughout the area.

 The Social and Silent Auction 
begins at 5:30 p.m., with dinner 
catered by On the River at 6 p.m. 
(dine-in only) and the live auc-
tion starting at 7 p.m. It will be an 

evening of great food, refreshments 
and camaraderie as well as the 
auctions featuring vacation pack-
ages, sports equipment, enter-
tainment event tickets, art, spa 
packages, home décor, outdoor 
living packages, and much more.

Guests will be treated to music 
by Southbound 288. Formerly The 
Cadenheads, this local sensation 
has added some new members 
and should not be missed.

“This event is one of the most fun 
and exciting things that happens 

(Continued on Page 2)

Angleton’s largest Market Days ever
With over 200 vendors packing 

the Brazoria County Fairgrounds on 
March 21 and 22, the City of Angle-
ton is gearing up for the biggest 
Market Days to date. 

Established in 2011 in just one 
building, this event has quickly 
grown to three buildings packed 

with vendors as well as numer-
ous outdoor booths. From hearty 
citrus trees and vintage furniture to 
jewelry and boutique items, there 
truly is something for everyone. 
An added bonus to all the great 
shopping is the addition of the Salt 

(Continued on Page 4)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

My daughter drove over to the 
house in the new car she bought 
recently. She was the last one of our 
three children to have given up the

parent-fur-
nished, older car 
for a new one, 
which, by the 
way, is non-
parent financed.

This is fancy, 
I remarked right 
away. Nice and 
white. Wow, 

look inside. A video monitor, built-in 
everything, fancy rear-view camera 
and guidance system to make sure 
that you don’t back into something.

I am jealous. Leather seats, even 

heated. It it impressive, and yet 
sad. Another era gone, as time 
ticks away.

Obviously she is proud of her 
car, being able to afford it. Now I 
have another car that has a lot of 
memories, and we’ll have to decide 
whether to keep it just in case one 
of the kids needs a replacement 
car, or sell it, memories included.

I looked under the hood. It’s a 
little different than when I was able 
to work on cars back in the days 
when they were a lot simpler and 
computers did not run all of their 
functions.

I remember rebuilding my 1968 
Buick Skylark’s carburetor. I bought 
the kit and did it in a couple of 
hours. That included the learning 

RAMBLINGS

(Continued on Page 6)
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Drivers/OwnerOps! 
Local Work! 

Home Daily, Benefits! CDL-A, 
1 yr exp, Great Driving record. 
Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.50/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

HOW DARE YOU TELL ME TO GET OUT OF YOUR HOME! A man 
went to a costume party in Edmonton, Alberta, dressed as a zebra, and 
got so drunk that, when he took a cab to his friend’s home afterward, he 
staggered into the wrong house. To make matters worse, he got bel-
ligerent when the homeowner told him to leave, taking a swing at him 
and ultimately biting him on the arm. Zebra boy was contrite at his court 
appearance, telling the judge, “I’m ashamed of the person I am when I’m 
drinking.”

HONEY, I SWEAR TO GOD I THOUGHT SHE WAS YOU: A woman 
in China used a mobile phone tracker to locate her husband, who was 
cheating on her with her twin sister. She caught them in the act, both 
naked in a car in a shopping mall in broad daylight. She forced the nude 
couple out of the car and drove it away. She has filed for divorce.

WHY CAN’T I BE YOUR FRIEND!? A woman was arrested at her 72-
year-old grandmother’s home in Clearwater, Fla., for slapping her several 
times because granny refused to accept her Facebook friend request.

SORRY SIR, WE WERE LOOKING FOR L-M-N-O-P, ETC.: A drunk 
driver, who crashed into a pole in Lacrosse, Wisc., was ordered to recite 
the alphabet to test his sobriety. He said, “A-B-C-D-E-F-G-H-I-G-K -- I’m 
gonna kill all y’all.” He was arrested.

PAY UP, OR THE TREE DIES: A cab brought a partygoer to her home 
in Cardigan, Wales, but she went into the house without paying. When 
she came out with the money, she saw that the cabbie, who thought she 
had stiffed him, had stolen the six-foot Christmas tree she had set out on 
her porch to dry. He was holding it for ransom until he got paid.

WHEW! I’M FEELING BETTER NOW: A man faked a heart attack in a 
Walmart in Lake Wales, Fla., to create a diversion while his friend walked 
out of the store with a shopping cart full of Christmas toys. As soon as the 
thief got outside, the heart attack guy had a miraculous recovery and also 
left. Unfortunately for them, the whole caper was recorded by a surveil-
lance camera, resulting in their arrest.

IS THERE A PROBLEM, OFFICER? A man was arrested for drunk 
driving in Omaha after police officers spotted him driving on four flat tires 
with a deployed airbag. Charges were numerous.

HEH, HEH, THEY’LL NEVER KNOW: A valet took a Corvette Sting-
ray he was supposed to park on a joyride while the owner and his wife 
attended a concert in Costa Mesa, Calif. But the car was equipped with 
a “valet mode” camera which recorded the whole thing. The valet is no 
longer employed.

in our community,” said Angleton 
Rotary President Dr. Pat Montgom-
ery. “It allows people to contribute to 
Rotary’s efforts to improve the lives 
of those in our area while at the 
same time supporting the wonderful 
youth in our local 4-H clubs. Every-
one always has a great time, and 
we are looking forward to another 
terrific evening.”

The Hot Times on the Ranch 
event is traditionally attended by 
the community’s most prominent 
business leaders, elected officials 
and decision-makers. There are a 
number of sponsorship opportunities 
that provide visibility at the Annual 
Rotary Dinner and Auction event 
and demonstrate local businesses’ 
commitment to local communities. 
Anyone interested in sponsoring the 
event can contact Trish Thompson 
at TRThompson@dow.com or (979) 
238-2753. 

Individual tickets are $15 each.
The purpose of Rotary is to 

provide humanitarian service, 
encourage high ethical standards in 
all vocations and help build goodwill 
and peace in the world. Locally, the 
Angleton Rotary has provided sup-
port to initiatives such as the Pavil-
ion at Freedom Park, United Way 
Neighbor Day, Kidz Harbor, Habitat 
for Humanity, Angleton Emergency 
Management Corps, Angleton 
Fire Department and many others. 
Local Rotarians also raise funds 
for scholarships, hold food and toy 
drives and support the Angleton 
High School Interact group.

(Continued from Page 1)

Angleton Rotary prepares for Hot 
Times on the Ranch March 28

Brazoria County Historical Museum to feature program on WWII and Houston’s Camp Logan 
To commemorate the 100th anni-

versary of the beginning of WWI, the 
Brazoria County Historical Museum 
will host local historians and authors, 
Linda Gorski and Louis Aulbach, 
Thursday, March 26, at 6:30pm.

Gorski and Aulbach will present 
a program on an almost-forgotten 
chapter in Houston’s history.

Camp Logan was a military 
training base built in 1917 to house 
44,000 soldiers in what is now 
Houston’s Memorial Park. 

Foundation features of Camp 
Logan remain in the wooded areas 
of Memorial Park and have been 
declared State Archeological Land-
marks.  

The presentation will be a tribute 
to the soldiers who trained at Camp 
Logan – including nine Medal of 
Honor winners and 71 African-Amer-
ican soldiers who won the French 
Croix de Guerre. 

Gorski and Aulbach recently 
co-authored and published a book 
entitled “Camp Logan Houston 
Texas 1917 – 1919.” Copies will be 
available for purchase.

Linda Gorski is a researcher and 
writer who has lived and traveled 

extensively in the United States, 
Europe and Australia. Her byline 
has appeared in many publications 
worldwide, and for several years 
she was a correspondent for the 
Houston Chronicle.

Louis Aulbach, a native Housto-
nian, is a graduate of St. Thomas 
High School, Rice University and the 
University of Chicago. He recently 
retired after over 17 years as the 
Records Management Officer for the 
City of Houston. He served on the 

Harris County Historical Commission 
in the 2009-2010 term. Aulbach is 
also a best-selling author.

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum is located at 100 E. Cedar 
Street in Angleton.  Admission is 
free. For more information, visit 
www.bchm.org, or call the Museum 
at (979-864-1208.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

A taste of coffee
Q.  What makes coffee “the 

world’s most popular drug”?
A.  Coffee bean genes help foster 

the drink’s winning flavor, but it’s not 
just genes, says Penny Sarchet of 
“New Scientist” magazine.  Cof-
fees will taste different depending 
on where the beans are grown (El 
Salvador coffee farmer Alisandro 
Martinez) and how the bean is 
roasted (James Hoffmann of Square 
Mile Coffee Roasters of London).  
As Hoffman explains, bean moisture 
content, roasting temperature and 
the color of the ground coffee all 
factor into taste quality and consis-
tency.  Even the water used in the 
brew is critical, explains Christopher 
Hendon of the University of Bath, 
UK, with calcium and magnesium 
ions bringing out the flavor better 
and bicarbonate ions killing it 
- (“Journal of Agricultural and Food 
Chemistry”).

Ordinary coffee purchased at the 
local cafe is usually a mix of arabica 
for flavor and less-flavorful robusta 
for the high-caffeine kick customers 
have come to expect.  Tweaking 
the robusta genome could produce 
a tastier coffee by allowing for a 
reduction in the robusta and an 
increase in the arabica -- making 
for a mix that “tastes better without 

losing its punch.”
Tweaking could also produce new 

flavors of specialty coffees.  For 
instance, around 5% of a coffee 
bean is chlorogenic acid, which 
doesn’t taste very nice, Hendon 
explains.  Getting rid of it could 
result in a coffee that would be 
“incredibly sweet and very floral.”  
And, says Hendon, “That would be 
cool!”

Contagious music
Q.  “Contagion of movement” may 

not sound like much fun, but when 
can it be?

A.  Snap your fingers to the 
music, tap your foot, or bob your 
head in time, and soon others 
around you may be following suit, 
says Katharine Gammon in “Scien-
tific American” magazine.  Music is 
ancient and exists in every culture 
of the world, a defining character-
istic of humanity.  Also defining is 
how collaborative we all are when 
we make music together -- and how 
helpful and attractive we tend to find 
our collaborators.

Researchers using special infra-
red motion-capture cameras have 
observed the “contagion of musical 
movement,” with head bobbing 
evident as it spreads throughout an 
audience. Further monitoring may 

also determine whether this musical 
togetherness results in even our 
breathing and heart and sweat rates 
becoming synchronized.  It may 
be that as our movements become 
contagious, so do our feelings and 
sympathies.

The farmer and the bird
Q.  Scarecrows are one way of 

doing this, farmers swinging brooms 
is another.  What’s a newer, high-
tech way that can be both longer 
lasting and less deadly to the pesky 
birds?

A.  Those avian intruders can cost 
the U.S. a couple of billion dollars 
a year in crop losses and damage, 
reports Leah Shaffer in “Discover” 
magazine.  Now researchers at the 
College of William and Mary are 
using “sonic shields” to set up a sort 
of nonstop noise that interrupts the 
“conversation” among birds in the 
area.  The shield employs speakers 
to send out a directional buzzing 
noise that interferes with the usual 
vocalizings about predators and 
food sources, forcing the birds 
into time- and energy-consuming 
vigilance and leaving less time for 
“crop crashing.”  Gone are high-tech 
pyrotechnics and poisons.

Acoustician Mark Hinders likens 
the effort to the old cocktail party 
problem, where there’s so much talk 
in so many directions that individual 
conversations become hard to 
follow.  By crashing the birds’ party, 
as Shaffer puts it, the sonic net 
could save lots of aviary lives, not to 
mention vulnerable crops.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Grass Antique Tractor Club who will 
have a vast array of antique tractors 
on display. 

Market Days also has some 
of the best food around, featur-
ing favorites like breakfast tacos, 
barbecue plates and soft-serve 
ice cream.  Hours are Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.  There are no parking or 
admission fees so you can save 
your money for all the great items 
at Market Days. Make it a girls’ 
weekend or a romantic getaway and 
stay in one of the great Angleton 
hotels. See www.angleton.tx.us/
331/Accommodations for accom-
modations. For more information, 
see www.angleton.tx.us/tourism, 
contact Tourism and Special Events 
Coordinator Martha Eighme,  
meighme@angleton.tx.us, or visit 
Angleton Market Days, Facebook. 

(Continued from Page 1)

Angleton’s largest 
Market Days ever

Shoot, cart and golf at Angleton 
Chamber event April 17

The Angleton Chamber’s Clays, Fairways & Raceways (CFR) will be 
held Friday,  April 17, at MSR Houston and Austin Bayou Golf Course.

The event gives men and women in four-person teams an opportunity 
to participate in skeet shooting, kart racing and golf, and enjoy lunch and 
dinner with other participants. Sponsored by Capt. Mark’s Seafood once 
again, there will be nine holes of day golf and nine holes of night / glow golf 
at Austin Bayou Golf Course in Danbury.

Companies may sponsor four-person teams, or for those individuals or 
companies that may have one or two persons that want to participate, they 
can be be assigned to a team. Cost is $150 per person or $600 per team. 
Meals and beverages are included in the cost. as well as an event shirt 
and bonus bag. Awards will be presented to winners.

Sponsorships also are available in amounts from $150 to $600, and 
sponsors will receive varying privileges according to the amount, including 
a dinner pass or passes and promotional opportunities.

For more information, or to reserve a place or team, call the chamber at 
(979) 849-6443, or email events@angletonchamber.org.

Raffle tickets also are available for $50 each or 3 for $100. Raffle items 
are an AR-15, a golf package, a handcrafted fire pit, a Bad Boy custom rod 
& reel, an MSR Houston karting party, a $400 Pearl Snaps boot voucher 
and Houston Astros tickets. For raffle tickets, please contact Lindsey 
Denson at the chamber or Kevin Daniel at Spec’s in Angleton. 

Angleton Chamber needs runners to support YEA!
Runners are being sought to par-

ticipate in the first YEA! 5-K, which 
will be Saturday, April 18.

It is a fundraiser for the Young 
Entrepreneurs Academy, known as 
YEA!, of the Angleton Chamber of 
Commerce.

This run is unique in that it will 
take place on a track at MSR Hous-
ton, located off of Highway 288 at 1 
Performance Drive in Angleton. 

Registration fee up to March 31 
is $35 and then $40 afterward. For 
groups that participate, the rate for 
10 or more goes down to $30 per 
person before March 31, then to 

$35 afterward. 
Registration will begin at 7 a.m. 

with the race starting at 8:30 a.m.
All registering will receive an 

event shirt, a race packet bag, and 
there will be age-group awards.

Register at www.YEA5K.com. 
Runners can also register online 
at their local library and print out a 
registration form.

 Freeport LNG is the title sponsor 
of this first Young Entrepreneurs 
Academy run, which is being orga-
nized by members of the Leadership 
Angleton group within the chamber.

YEA! is an after-school program 

that teaches middle and high school 
students how to start and run their 
own business. With the help of 
local business professionals that 
volunteer their time and expertise to 
guide students through the program, 
it is now in its third year. 

• The retina display found in 
Apple’s iPad is actually manufac-
tured and supplied by Samsung.

• The North and South Korean 
armies choose their physically 
toughest looking soldiers to have 
“stare downs” across the Korean 
border.

• Turtles were living on our 
planet before dinosaurs were.
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Brazoria County District Attorney Jeri Yenne will present “Transparency of 
the Judicial System in Brazoria County” Saturday, March 14 at 10 a.m. in the 
International Union of Operating Engineers Hall, 2120 N. Brazosport Blvd. 
Richwood, 77531. 

The presentation is open to the public and sponsored by South Brazoria 
County Democratic Club. 

Yenne will discuss use of body cams by county peace officers, the option 
of selecting a special prosecutor in cases involving police, and the selection 
process for Brazoria County grand juries. There will be a question-and-
answer opportunity after her presentation. 

Robert Williams, Brazoria County Democratic Party, commented, “We are 
hosting this event in hopes of cultivating an environment of transparency in 
our current judicial system, which we feel is an important first step in building 
a relationship of trust between county and local law enforcement and the 
communities they are sworn to protect.”

DA Yenne to address Democratic Club 
about police and body cams March 14

Brazosport Area Christian Women’s Connection is excited to announce 
the opportunity to attend a speaker’s training workshop by Jeanne Beckman, 
Stonecroft Ministries Speaker Trainer, on March 18 from 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Enrollment is limited, so check your calendar, and please respond immedi-
ately if you are interested in attending. 

Cost for materials is $10, and those who attend are asked to bring a salad 
to share for lunch. To reserve your place, or get more information, please call 
Laura at (979) 482-2002.

BACWC hosting speaker’s workshop lunch

The Friends of Brazoria Wildlife 
Refuges have announced that the 
creator and voice of The Engines 
of Our Ingenuity, Dr. John Lienhard, 
will kick off the 2015 Migration Cel-

ebration with 
a talk, “Air-
planes and 
Birds: Trying 
to Catch up 
with Nature”.  

 The 
fundraiser 
will be held 
at Freeport 
RiverPlace 
on Friday, 

April 10. Social hour begins at 5:
30 followed by dinner featuring the 
now-traditional succulent, slow-
roasted sage-rubbed pork. Dr. 
Lienhard will address the audience 
after dinner.

The Engines of Our Ingenuity 
series is broadcast five days a week 
by over 30 National Public Radio 
affiliates nationwide. It was first aired 
on NPR member station KUHF-FM 

Houston on Jan. 4, 1988.  The 
Engines of Our Ingenuity tells the 
story of how our culture is formed 
by human creativity. 

The program uses the record 
of history to reveal the way art, 
technology, and ideas have shaped 
us.  Dr. Lienhard is the M.D. Ander-
son Professor of Technology and 
Culture, Emeritus, at the University 
of Houston, Cullen College of 
Engineering.

Tickets are $30 each.  All pro-
ceeds go to support the Refuge’s 
environmental education programs 
that include field trips for 3rd, 4th 
and 7th grade students to the 
Brazoria and San Bernard National 
Wildlife Refuges. 

Migration Celebration photo con-
test submissions will be on display, 
and winners will be announced.  
For more information and direc-
tions to Freeport RiverPlace, go to 
www.migrationcelebration.org. To 
purchase tickets, please contact us 
at (866) 403-5829, or email us at 
tickets@migrationcelebration.org

Dr. John Lienhard

Dr. John H. Lienhard featured speaker 
at Migration Celebration fundraiser

Creator and voice of ‘The Engines of Our Ingenuity’

Dr. Vang earns Board Certification in Primary Care
Brazosport Regional Health 

System is pleased to announce 
that Dr. Na Vang recently 
became board certified by the 

American 
Osteopathic 
Board of 
Family Phy-
sicians. 

The board 
certifica-
tion dem-
onstrates 
Dr. Vang’s 
exceptional 

expertise in primary care medi-
cine.

Dr. Vang currently provides 
primary care services at Brazo-
sport Regional Family Medicine 
Center. 

She received her Doctor of 
Osteopathic Medicine from Touro 

University College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine in Henderson, 
Nevada. She went on to com-
plete her residency training at 
Lakeside Medical Center in Belle 
Glade, Florida.

This board certification 
involves a rigorous process of 
testing and peer evaluation that 
is designed and administered by 
specialists in the specific area of 
medicine. 

The board certification illus-
trates Dr. Vang’s commitment to 
providing excellent patient care 
as it is a voluntary commitment 
to lifelong learning.

Dr. Vang is accepting new 
patients at the Family Medicine 
Center at 210 Lake Road, Suite 
300. 

To make an appointment, 
please call (979) 285-9455. 

Dr. Na Vang
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Did you know?

Look for us on 
Facebook

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

God wants us to be examples of love 
and compassion

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m sure my cousin is sincere 
in his faith, but he doesn’t know 
how to deal with people, and he 
never has. Sometimes he’s very 
rude and insensitive, and I don’t 
think he even realizes it. This isn’t 
the way a Christian should act, is 
it? - Mrs. F.H.

  A: No, this isn’t the way a 
Christian should act. God wants 
us to be examples of Christ’s love 
and compassion toward others 
- but we won’t be if we’re thought-
less and rude. The Bible says that 
true love “is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered” 
(1 Corinthians 13:5).

  One of the Bible’s most impor-
tant themes is that God wants to 
change our lives. First, He wants 
to change us outwardly - that is, 
in our behavior - by taking away 
things that are sinful and harmful, 
and replacing them with purity 

and goodness. But He also wants 
to change us inwardly - in our 
hearts and minds - by taking away 
selfish thoughts and motives, and 
replacing them with His love and 
compassion. The Bible tells us to 
“put on the new self, created to be 
like God in true righteousness and 
holiness” (Ephesians 4:24).

  We all have “rough edges” to 
our personalities that God needs 
to scrape away - and often it’s 
hard to face them and hand them 
over to Him. Pray for your cousin, 
that God will convict him of his 
insensitive ways, and give him a 
desire to be more like Jesus. Pray 
too that, if necessary, God will give 
you an opportunity to confront him 
and help him face his need.

  But pray also that God will take 
away the “rough edges” in your 
life. Perhaps the best way to help 
your cousin will be to open your 
own life to Christ’s transforming 
power.

curve.
Cars don’t have those anymore. 

It’s fuel injection, controlled by com-
puter chips and micro-circuitry. My 
Skylark didn’t have any of that. 

I could take that car anywhere 

and not worry about it breaking 
down. There wasn’t all that much to 
break down. It did have a big 350, 
V8-cylinder engine under the hood, 
no anti-pollution anything, ran on 
leaded regular gas, and got a mere 
9 MPG.

But back in those days, almost 
all cars were built to run on leaded 
fuel; anti-pollution gizmos were not 
invented, and fuel was so cheap 
that we didn’t care what the MPG of 
a car was.

A young man like myself could 
buy a car for a few hundred dollars 
and keep it running pretty easily, 
some knowledge of cars required, 
of course.

That’s when I started liking old 
cars. I wish I hadn’t sold some 
of them. They’d be worth a lot of 
money today.

It was a lot of fun to get a car 
just above junker category, fix it up 
and use it. I’m still like that, but my 
kids have different ideas. They like 
“new.”

One time when I was still in 
college, I found an older model car 
that had a push-button automatic 
transmission. Rather than shifting 
gears with a stick, you just pushed 
the buttons by the steering column.

I heard that they were notorious 
for breaking down, but I didn’t care. 
The older woman who owned it 
promised to call me when she got 
ready to sell, but she never called.

I also had a chance to buy a 
Volkswagen bus (it’s actually a small 
minivan), circa late 1970, maybe 
early 1980, in very good condition. I 
passed. That was another mistake. 
They guy was ready to sell. All I had 
to do was give him the cash.

I know that they are dangerous, 
but I didn’t plan to crash it. I just 
wanted it because when I was in 
summer camp as a kid, we were 
driven around in one of those. It 
brought back good memories.

From then on, I followed my intu-
ition and collected a few cars, each 
with important memories attached.

Now that the last string has been 
cut, maybe it’s time to let go of this 

mini fleet. I have people knocking 
on my door asking me if I want to 
sell any of them.

No. Not yet.
“Give me a call if you decide,” the 

nice kid in front of me said. “I’d be 
interested.”

Maybe I will. Maybe that’s a kid 
who knows enough about cars to 
respect an older one and take good 
care of it. Maybe I’ll call the number 
scribbled on a piece of scratch 
paper he gave me, once I get all this 
sorted out.

Meanwhile, daughter is excited 
like a kid in a candy store.

Look at all these gadgets in here. 
How do you keep your eyes on the 
road? I asked.

Someone is texting her. The car 
started talking in a very pleasant 
voice, reading out the text. What a 
neat feature. I like that innovation.

What else does it do? It will take 
a while to learn all of this.

I popped the hood and checked 
the oil and the rest of the fluids. It’s 
habit.

The computer gear on new cars makes them more complicated than when I was rebuilding carburetor
(Continued from Page 1)

• Pirates wore eye patches to 
have one eye adjusted for the top 
deck and the other already adjusted 
for the darkness when going below 
deck.

• The most expensive beer in the 
U.S. is Samuel Adams’ Utopia. It 
costs $150 per 700ML, is released 
every 2 years and is banned in 13 
states.

• Killing a panda in China is pun-
ishable by death.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   March 17, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

The Asa Underwood Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution welcomed a new member, Minnette Shipley.  New certificates 
are available only this year as the 125th anniversary of the organization 
is observed. Lineage is certified to an American Revolution patriot. 
Pictured: Shirley Walcik, member; Grace Collins, regent; Shipley and 
Dona Hatthorn, registrar. 

DAR chapter welcomes new members

Kolodny speaks to local DAR chapter
Attorney Alan Kolodny presented a program on the Magna Charta to the 
Asa Underwood Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  
He is pictured here with the newly elected officers for the 2015-2016 
term. Judy Johnson, historian; Dona Hatthorn, registrar; Shirley Walcik, 
chaplain; Kolodny Beverly Cline, regent; Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh, vice 
regent; Donna Ruth Loggins, treasurer; and Alice Royalty, secretary. 

Did you know?
• Sleeping Beauty Syndrome is a rare sickness that causes people to 

sleep for up to 10 days at a time.
• Facebook has been linked to 1 out of every 5 divorces.
Singing exercises your heart, lungs and releases endorphins, making you 

feel good.
• A day on Mercury is the equivalent to about 59 days on planet Earth.
• Leonardo Da Vinci could draw forward with one hand while writing back-

ward with the other.
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Mysterious, dust-filled galaxy seems mature for its age, increasing chances of Earth-type planet
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Looking deep into the universe’s 
past, astronomers have discovered 

a galaxy that’s surprisingly mature 
for its age. The star-forming galaxy 
A1689-zD1, described in the journal 
Nature, reveals that dust – the stuff 

we’re made of – might have been 
able to accumulate much earlier 
than once thought.

Scientists study extremely distant 

celestial objects because it’s a way 
to look back in time. For example, 
if you were to take a picture of the 
sun right now, that snapshot would 
actually show the sun as it was 
eight minutes ago, because it took 
that sunlight eight minutes to reach 
your camera on Earth. The same 
principle applies for a galaxy that is 
billions upon billions of light-years 
away – the image we see today 
shows the galaxy as it was many 
billions of years ago.

The problem is, it’s very difficult 
to see galaxies from the early eons 
of the universe’s 13.8-billion-year 
history. Because they’re so distant, 
they’re also exceedingly faint. But 
researchers managed to pick up 
A1689-zD1 because its light was 

being bent by a massive galaxy 
cluster called Abell 1689, which sits 
between A1689-zD1 and Earth.

Abell 1689 acts rather like a mag-
nifying glass, bending the galaxy’s 
faint light and amplifying it, making 
A1689-zD1 look 9.3 times as bright 
as it would otherwise. This phe-
nomenon is known as gravitational 
lensing, and it’s supremely help-
ful for scientists wanting to study 
distant objects that are far out of a 
telescope’s range.

The scientists used the European 
Southern Observatory’s Very Large 
Telescope to determine the galaxy’s 
distance and the Atacama Large 
Millimeter/submillimeter Array, or 
ALMA, to examine its dust emis-
sions. 

Mars once had an entire ocean 
and then lost it, scientists say

By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Dry, dusty Mars once had an 
ocean that held as much water as 
the Arctic Ocean and covered a 
larger share of the Red Planet’s 
surface than the Atlantic Ocean does 
on Earth, according to a surprising 
new study.

The findings, described online in 
the journal Science, examined the 
patterns in the Martian atmosphere 
to try to understand how much water 
it has lost in the last few billion years 
— and finds that the planet may 
have been wetter and for longer than 
scientists may have thought.

As the scientists examined their 
surprising findings, “the story started 
to make sense,” said lead author 
Geronimo Villanueva, a planetary 
scientist at NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md.

Researchers have gone back and 
forth on whether Mars held enough 
water for long enough to have given 
microbial life a sporting chance to 
emerge on the Red Planet. NASA’s 
Curiosity rover has tasted the air and 
found that the Martian atmosphere 
may have been stripped so long 
ago that there was a slim chance 
for life; but studies of rocks that 
the rover has drilled in Gale Crater 
have revealed signs of a series of 
lakes that lasted for many millions 
of years.

To get at this question, an inter-
national team of researchers used 

ground-based telescopes to study 
the composition of the traces of 
water in the atmosphere over almost 
six Earth years (which are roughly 
three Mars years). 

They specifically looked at two 
isotopes of water left in the atmo-
sphere: regular water, made of an 
oxygen and two hydrogens, and 
semi-heavy water, where one of the 
hydrogens has an extra neutron in 
its nucleus. Regular water, which is 
lighter, tends to rise up and escape 
the atmosphere at a faster rate, 
while the heavier water stays put. 

The scientists took a particular 
interest in the atmosphere near the 
polar regions, because much of 
the Red Planet’s water is stored in 
its polar ice caps. Based on their 
calculations, the scientists found 
that the share of heavy water in the 
atmosphere near the polar areas 
was about seven times as high 
as in the water on Earth. At one 
point, the water reserves must have 
been about 6.5 times larger than 
the reserves mostly stored in the 
Martian polar ice caps today. An 
early Mars would have held about 20 
million cubic kilometers (4.8 million 
cubic miles) of water.

Where did all this water lie? While 
it probably could have covered 
the entire planet with a 450-foot-
deep layer, it was probably mostly 
contained on the low-lying northern 
plains, and in some places could 
have gone about a mile deep.
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Brazosport College recently assisted a group of Sweeny High School 
students in learning more about a potentially profitable career.

The Sweeny High School class, which consisted of pipefitting students, 
made a field trip to the College’s pipefitting lab and worked with BC instructor 
Horace Buchanan on some of the skills needed for a pipefitting career.

“While the academy is available to begin the process of training, some 
of the specialized equipment is not yet available. ” said BC Director of 
Workforce Development & School Partnerships Beth Cassidy. “Providing 
the students access to the BC pipefitting lab will offer hands-on training to 
be able to master the skills needed in this craft. We’re pleased to be able to 
assist these students in the introduction of these needed skills.”

During the four-hour session, students were engaged in a variety of expe-
riences, including pipe threading, pipe bending, selection of proper materials, 
fittings and gaskets. Students were also expected to demonstrate proper 
safety precautions in removal of pipe from pipe-racks and into jack-stands, 
as well as extracting and replacing faulty pipe sections.

In addition to offering academic classes for students seeking transfer to 
universities, Brazosport College offers a wide range of workforce certificates 
and associate degree options, as well as dual-credit courses for high school 
students looking to get a jumpstart on their collegiate future. To learn more 
about Brazosport College’s workforce programs, call (979) 230-3000 or visit 
www.brazosport.edu.

Brazosport College pipefitting instructor Horace Buchanan, left, works 
with a combined group of students from Sweeny High School and the 
College’s Jumpstart program.

BC hosts Sweeny High 
School pipefitting students

Texas Gulf Bank and 
Junior Achievement enjoy 
a partnership that provides 
financial stability classes 
for students Pre-K thru 12 in 
Brazoria County. 

These first graders at Sweeny 
Elementary in Ms Diona Lemon’s 
class learned about needs and 
wants, businesses, goods and 
services, earning money, saving 
money and entrepreneurship. 

Sweeny students 
learn the basics of 

money management
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Urban development firm aims to help shape Austin’s growth, but not everyone is happy
By Shonda Novak
Austin American-Statesman (TNS)

AUSTIN, Texas — Think of 
development in Austin and con-
struction cranes, ever-taller towers 
and sprawling apartment and retail 
projects might come to mind.

But amid the wave of building 
that is transforming Austin, there’s 
another breed of urban develop-
ment that aims to make 
a smaller, more human 
scale imprint on the 
local landscape.

Local entrepreneurs 
and real estate brokers 
Jesse Lunsford and 
Dale Glover say they 
are seeding the growth 
of distinctive new 
districts that retain 
an Austin flavor and 
complement surround-
ing neighborhoods 
through their newly 
formed Rainey Ven-
tures, an Austin-based 
commercial real estate 
investment, develop-
ment and brokerage 
firm.

Lunsford and Glover 
say they identify 
overlooked or under-
used areas, then buy 
properties — usually 
taking an active role 
in having restoration 
work done — and work 
to attract local tenants 
to open restaurants, 
bars, offices or other 
“uniquely Austin” establishments 
that create a destination. The pro-
cess benefits business owners and, 
they say, Austin as a whole.

Their stamp can be found in 
the popular Rainey Street district 
downtown and in the newest area 
they have set their sights — the 
Red Bluff district overlooking the 
Colorado River.

The largely industrial Red Bluff 
area is seeing new bars and eater-
ies crop up.

Nearby, the Lustre Pearl bar will 
relocate this year, with plans for 
both a bar and restaurant. Lunsford 
moved the small 1889 bungalow 
Lustre Pearl was in from its original 
Rainey Street site to its new East 
Side locale.

Lunsford’s ties to Lustre Pearl 

date to 2006, when he became the 
first person to buy a lot on Rainey 
Street, with plans for a bar or 
restaurant. Enter Bridget Dunlap, 
who Lunsford said instantly recog-
nized the potential. Dunlap owns a 
number of Austin bars and restau-
rants such as Clive, Container Bar, 
Mettle and the Lustre Pearl when it 
reopens.

“Bridget wrote me a check when 
she saw the site,” said Lunsford, 45.

Glover, a former University of 
Texas rower whose boathouse was 
near Rainey, also was familiar with 
the area and “really fell in love with 
its potential.”

A UT graduate with a degree in 
urban studies, Glover, 34, became 
the go-to person for commercial 
brokerage services on Rainey in 
recent years. He says he worked “to 
save the historic backbone and soul 
of the neighborhood” by steering 
tenants to the area who have turned 
its bungalows into the restaurants 
and bars that are there today.

To date, Lunsford said he and 
Glover have had a hand in trans-
forming 13 of the 17 lots on Rainey 
Street from underused properties 

“into beautiful, accessible spaces 
where the public can enjoy the 
authentic, diverse spirit of Austin.” 
at places including Craft Pride, 
Banger’s, G’raj Mahal, Blackheart 
and Javelina. Lunsford purchased 
and developed four of the proper-
ties, and Glover brokered nine 
deals, representing sellers, landlord 
and tenants.

Glover, who handles 
Dunlap’s site selection, 
helped find the location 
for her Mettle restau-
rant in East Austin.

Dunlap said the 
Glover and Lunsford 
are “the greatest and 
most clever gentlemen 
in their field.”

“They are my go-to 
dudes,” she said. “They 
are honest, smart and 
do have an empathetic 
side that makes the 
working relationship 
feel as though there is 
honesty and integrity 
while working these 
deals that can become 
tedious, banal, boring 
and plain laborious.”

Not everyone is 
pleased with how the 
Rainey Street and Red 
Bluff areas are gentrify-
ing.

Daniel Llanes is 
familiar with both. He 
lives in the Red Bluff 
area and is a liaison 
with the city for the 

Govalle/Johnston Terrace Neighbor-
hood Association. The new venues 
— and the bars in particular — are 
“encroaching and impinging” on 
nearby residential areas, bringing 
parking issues, noise and other 
negative impacts, he said.

Several neighborhood groups 
in the area are trying to prevent 
Red Bluff from gentrifying the way 
Rainey Street and East Sixth Street 
have, Llanes said.

“Many of the neighborhoods 
around downtown are dealing with 
the alcohol culture. It’s a lot of 
money and we know that. But it has 
an adverse effect on surrounding 
neighborhoods,” Llanes said.

Lunsford and Glover say their 
projects are meant to better the 
areas they are in. The Red Bluff 

area, they say, previously had a lot 
of industrial buildings, many of them 
abandoned.

“We saw an opportunity to 
develop there in a way that would 
make the area accessible to the 
public while maintaining the original, 
soulful Austin spirit it once embod-
ied,” Glover said. “People think of 
Austin as a small town but it is actu-
ally a large area with many beautiful 
areas to be created and enjoyed by 
people.”

Lunsford points to the pair’s track 
record of transforming “withered 
properties” into “places that every-
one can use and benefit from.”

“We’re very proud to have trans-
formed some unwelcoming indus-
trial spaces into places where the 
community can now come with their 
friends and family to enjoy dinner 
surrounded by some of Austin’s 
finest natural beauty,” Lunsford said.

They launched the company this 

year with their own money, but now 
are looking for outside investors to 
help raise $6 million for projects in 
the pipeline. Generally, the firm’s 
projects designed to be long-term 
holds that build investor wealth over 
many years.

“I’ll be very happy if we can get 
one or two major projects in the $1 
million to $10 million range per year 
under our belt,” Glover said, adding 
that those could include “creative 
office, retail, restaurant/bar, bou-
tique hotel and mixed-use develop-
ments.”

Lunsford said that Rainey 
Ventures has “a few redevelopment 
deals in our pipeline that I think, 
once we finish, people will take 
notice of some overlooked areas. 
Our plan is to develop real estate 
that contributes to and expands 
what we love most about Austin. 
The more we create, the weirder 
Austin stays. That is our mission.”

Rainey Ventures and its founders, Dale Glover, right, and 
Jesse Lunsford, left, pose for a portrait inside of the Flocast 
offices that Dale and Jessie teamed up to buy and lease in 
Austin. (Rodolfo Gonzalez/Austin American-Statesman/TNS)

Writing workshops planned for teens
Brazoria County Library System will host two workshops for teen writers 

on March 21. The first will be held from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Brazoria 
Branch, and the second will be from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Alvin Branch.

“We have lots of creative teens in the county, and we hope this gives them 
an opportunity to meet others interested in writing as well as professional 
writers,” Sara Joiner, children’s coordinator, said.

The workshops will feature a keynote presentation plus five sessions for 
participants to choose from. The keynote speaker is Mary Lindsey, author 
of “Shattered Souls,” “Ashes On the Waves” and “Fragile Spirits.” She will 
speak about dealing with negativity and jealousy in life as well as writing.

“It will be a fantastic talk,” Joiner said. “We can all use advice in that area.”
Other speakers include Trakena Prevost, author of “Cursed: The Guardian 

Chronicles,” who will teach participants about getting their writing to jump off 
the page. Donna Maloy, author of “Celia and the Wolf,” will talk about plot-
ting models. Hayley Gompertz, still a college student herself, will share her 
experiences as a teen writer. Alvin author Russ McAfee will talk about using 
writing skills in the job market beyond creative fiction.

“We have some great sessions lined up,” Joiner said. “We’re hoping this 
will be a success, and we’ll offer more workshops in the future.”

Each workshop will feature the same speakers and presentations. The 
workshops are free, but space is limited. Only 20 participants will be able to 
attend each workshop. Registration is open to people between the ages of 
10 and 19.

If you are unable to attend the workshops, both the Alvin and Brazoria 
branches host writing groups for young writers. The Alvin group meets at 2 
p.m. every third Saturday, and the Brazoria group meets at 6 p.m. every third 
Thursday. Both groups are open to anyone age 10 and older.

In addition to the writing workshops, BCLS offers events for children, 
teens and adults throughout the year, as well as databases for research, an 
eBranch that is always open, free Wi-Fi for the public and lots and lots of 
books.

For more information, please contact your local branch or call (979) 864-
1505. To register for either workshop, visit http://tinyurl.com/m73wo8m.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 16: ON THIS DATE 
in 1836, the Republic of Texas 
approved a constitution. In 1968, 
during the Vietnam War, the My Lai 
Massacre was carried out by U.S. 
troops under the command of Lt. 
William Calley Jr.

March 17: ON THIS DATE in 
432, a bishop later canonized 
as St. Patrick was carried off to 
Ireland as a slave. In 1917, Czar 
Nicholas II of Russia abdicated his 
throne as the Bolsheviks came to 
power.

March 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1922, nonviolent Indian activist 
Mohandas Gandhi was jailed by 
the British for sedition. In 1974, 
most of the Arab oil-produc-
ing nations ended their export 
embargo against the United States.

March 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1918, Congress approved daylight-
saving time. In 1953, the Academy 
Awards ceremony was televised for 
the first time; “The Greatest Show 
on Earth” won Best Picture.

March 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1899, Martha M. Place of Brook-
lyn became the first woman to be 

executed in the electric chair. She 
was put to death at Sing Sing for 
the murder of her stepdaughter. In 
1969, John Lennon married Yoko 
Ono in Gibraltar.

March 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1963, the Alcatraz federal prison 
island in San Francisco Bay was 
vacated of its last inmates. In 
1965, more than 3,000 civil-rights 
demonstrators, led by the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., began their 
march from Selma to Montgomery, 
Ala.

March 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1765, Britain enacted the Stamp 
Act to raise money from the Ameri-
can colonies; the Brits repealed it 
after strident protests by colonists 
the following year. In 1933, during 
Prohibition, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed a measure to 
legalize wine and beer containing 
up to 3.2 percent alcohol.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1969, Golda 
Meir became Israel’s first female 
prime minister.

This week’s question: In 
1953, Dr. Jonas Salk introduced a 
vaccine to prevent what crippling 
childhood disease?

When U.S. Army Sgt. George 
Loera finished tours of duty in the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars, he 
wanted to take advantage of his 
military benefits.

After many years as a funeral 
director, Loera, 40, decided to 
pursue a different career and signed 
up for the Alvin Community College 
Process Technology program.

“I’ve never done anything like 
this before,” he said. “There are so 
many options for me.”

Loera was one of 17 students 
inducted into the ACC Phi Theta 
Kappa Honors Society during a 
ceremony on March 2.

Phi Theta Kappa is the interna-
tional honor society of two-year 
colleges.  Members follow four 
hallmarks, including scholarship, 
leadership, service and fellowship.  
To be eligible for Phi Theta Kappa, 
students must have completed at 
least 12 college credit hours at ACC 
and maintained a grade point aver-
age of 3.5 or above.

More than 4,000 ACC students 
have been inducted into Phi Theta 
Kappa since the ACC Mu Upsilon 
Chapter was created in 1963.

“Members are encouraged to 
volunteer in their community as part 
of their participation with the honors 
society.

Mu Upsilon is hosting a fundraiser 
along with the Gulf Coast chapter 
of the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (or NAMI) on April 25 from 5:
30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Student 
Center. Mind Your Own Fitness 
will include free health screenings 

from ACC programs. There will 
also be a free Zumba session. Cost 
for participation is a $10 donation 
if purchased early and $15 at the 
door. Children 12 and younger are 
free. All proceeds will go to NAMI 
Gulf Coast.

Guest speaker ACC Provost Dr. 
John Bethscheider spoke about 
the importance of health and well-
ness during the Phi Theta Kappa 
induction ceremony. Bethscheider is 
also a yoga instructor and stressed 
the importance of building healthy 
habits. Young adults have to look 
after their diets, physical activity and 
their mental health. They also must 
look at other forms of personal well-
ness including social, occupational, 
emotional, environmental, financial 
and intellectual wellness.

“What you do now makes a differ-
ence when you get older,” he said.

Participating in Phi Theta Kappa 
is also a tremendous benefit for 

students looking to take advantage 
of a higher education, Bethscheider 
said.

“This honor will help you with your 
academic success,” he said. “Learn-
ing is a lifelong process.”

Loera is one of the first of his 
family to attend and graduate from 
college. Participating in Phi Theta 
Kappa and graduating from col-
lege will hopefully serve as a good 
example for his children to achieve 
as well.

“It opens so many doors,” he said.
The new Phi Theta Kappa mem-

bers are: Yvette Aguilera, Briana 
Arehart, Kelsey Booth, Chandel 
Burgess, Jennifer Chapa, Cheyenne 
Dupont, Purelily Ekpo, Cody Farlow, 
Jaime Garcia, Ruben Gonzalez, 
Brooke Harris, George Loera, 
Crystal Mayeux, Susan Morgan, 
Benjamin Talley, Patrina Thompson 
and Victoria Vira.

The newest members of the ACC Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa were 
inducted in a ceremony on March 2.

Alvin Community College PTK Honor Society inducts new members

More than 1.2 million in Texas have bought into the Health Insurance Marketplace this year
In Texas, 1,205,174 consumers 

selected or were automatically re-
enrolled in affordable health insur-
ance coverage through the Health 
Insurance Marketplace as of Feb. 
22, according to a report released by 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services.  

Of the consumers with a Mar-
ketplace plan selection, 85 percent 
(1,036,450 people) qualified for an 
average tax credit of $239 per month 
and 68 percent paid $100 or less per 
month after tax credits. 

In Texas, 92 percent of individuals 
with a Marketplace plan selection had 
the option of selecting a plan for $100 
or less per month. In Texas, 468,797 
consumers under the age of 35 are 

signed up for Marketplace coverage 
(39 percent of all plan selections 
compared to 38 percent of plan 
selections at the end of 2014 Open 
Enrollment).  And 348,593 consumers 
18 to 34 years of age (29 percent of 
all plan selections) are signed up for 
Marketplace coverage.

 Marketplace consumers in Texas 
this year were more active, engaged, 
and eager for coverage than consum-
ers in other insurance marketplaces:

• Fifty-seven percent of plan selec-
tions (686,949) in Texas are new 
consumers who did not have Mar-
ketplace coverage as of Nov. 2014, 
and 43 percent (681,521 people) 
are consumers who re-enrolled in 
Marketplace coverage. 

• Of the 681,521 consumers who 
were re-enrolled in 2015 Marketplace 
coverage, 258,760 (21 percent) came 
back to the Marketplace, updated 
their information and actively selected 
a plan. 

• Of the 258,760 active re-enroll-
ees, 133,710 switched to a different 
plan than they had in 2014 – that’s 52 
percent of active re-enrollees and 20 
percent of all re-enrollees. 

 This is a much higher proportion 
than seen in other programs. For 
example, studies show that approxi-
mately 13 percent of Medicare Part 
D enrollees change plans in a given 
year, and only about 7.5 percent of 
those with employer sponsored cov-
erage switch plans for reasons other 

than a job change.
Nationwide, nearly 11.7 million 

consumers selected a plan or were 
automatically enrolled in Marketplace 
coverage.

 Of those, 8.84 million (76 

percent) were in states using the 
HealthCare.gov platform (like Texas) 
and 2.85 million (24 percent) were in 
the 14 states (including Washington, 
D.C.) using their own Marketplace 
platforms. Nearly 7llion withelection 
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Relationships: 10 ways to make love last forever
By Barton Goldsmith
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Having a good and long-lasting 
relationship isn’t rocket science. By 
being loving and supportive, you 
can keep your foundation strong 
and build your dreams for the future. 
Here are some ways to help make 
that happen.

1. Be nice to each other. For the 
vast majority of couples that come 
to me, this is their first homework 
assignment, and it almost always 
helps in a significant way. If you’ve 
been at odds with each other, you 
have stopped doing nice things for 
one another. Keep opening doors, 
making nice meals and saying, “I 
love you.”

2. Find little things to do that 
make your partner smile. I call it 
the Scavenger Hunt. Every day, I 
look for something to make my part-
ner smile. It can be a key chain, a 
flower or even a good quote — just 
something to make her know that 
I’ve been thinking about her and 
hold her close to my heart.

3. Let go of the little things 
that bug you about your mate. 
The best way to do this is to say to 
yourself that those behaviors do not 
take away from your relationship 
and to let your resentment go. A 
conversation may be needed, but it 
can be kept light, and most things 
can be easily fixed. For example, 
if your mate likes the TV louder 
than you do, get a pair of wireless 
headphones. You will both be hap-
pier, and the sound is actually much 
better.

4. Never argue in front of the 
kids. The greatest gift parents 
can give their children is to have a 
good relationship with each other. 
When you argue, your children can 
become very anxious about what 
will happen to the family and to 
them. Also never use the D word 
(divorce); it is far too threatening 
and toxic.

5. Look for the good things that 
your mate does. Some people go 
on a detective- like search for things 
that their partners do wrong, maybe 
because they want some ammo for 
the next time they have an issue, 
but telling your mate what he or she 
is doing right may well prevent that 
imaginary issue from ever coming 
up.

6. Never blame, shame or 
complain. It’s easy to point fingers 
and voice your disappointment, but 
before you do, think about a couple 
of things. First, ask yourself, how 
will what you are about to say make 
your partner feel, and will it make 
things better? A much more effective 
approach is to tell your mate you’d 
really like it if he or she did some 
things in a different way, and offer 
some solid examples. Please do it 
in a nice way.

7. Leave love notes. When I 
reach into my pocket and find a 
piece of paper that says “Love 
you,” it brightens my day, and I feel 
better about my life. Reminding your 
partner of your unwavering affection 
is very powerful and will provide the 
lift he or she needs to get through 
another day at the office or of taking 
care of the family.

8. Cuddle often. Going to 
bed together, holding hands and 
snuggling on the sofa are just a 
few of the ways you can physically 
connect, and all of these will help to 
deepen your emotional bond. If your 
partner wants to go to bed early, 
and you still want to stay up, lie 
down together until your mate falls 
asleep, and then you can get back 
up and do whatever you wanted to 

do.
9. Have dinner as a family 

whenever possible. Again, this is 
one of the best ways to help your 
kids become good adults, and it 
brings everyone closer. In addition, 
having a romantic dinner on date 
nights for just the two of you is also 
a must.

10. Trust that you are with the 
right person. When you doubt that 
the person you are with is right for 
you, you will be unable to put the 
right kind of energy into the relation-
ship. Even if you’ve hit a rough 
patch, seeing that you chose wisely 
will make resolving issues easier 
and life as a couple more enjoyable.

There are plenty of other things 
you can do to strengthen your bond. 
Start with these, and don’t try to 
do them all at once. Just start with 
number one, and the others will be 
easy to add to your interactions.

(Dr. Barton Goldsmith, a psycho-
therapist in Westlake Village, Calif., 
is the author of “The Happy Couple: 
How to Make Happiness a Habit 
One Little Loving Thing at a Time.” 
Follow his daily insights on Twitter 
at @BartonGoldsmith, or email him 
at Barton@bartongoldsmith.com .) 
or email him at Barton@bartongolds
mith.com .)

Testosterone replacement products boost 
heart attack, stroke risk, FDA says

By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion has ordered the makers of 
testosterone replacement products, 
which have been aggressively mar-
keted to men with symptoms of low 
energy and libido, to bear a warning 
that there is a “possible increased 
risk of heart attack and strokes” in 
patients taking the medications.

The FDA’s warning also calls for 
the labels of testosterone prod-
ucts to clarify that the prescription 
hormone is meant for use by men 
whose low testosterone levels are 
caused by certain medical condi-
tions, not by normal aging.

Although genetic disorders and 
conditions affecting the testicles, 
pituitary gland and brain can lead to 
low testosterone levels and flagging 
energy and sex drive, so too can 
aging. For this latter group, the FDA 

is underscoring that it has not found 
the benefits associated with testos-
terone use to justify the risks.

About 3 percent of American 
men over 40 are boosting their 
testosterone levels with a prescrip-
tion supplement, despite mount-
ing research evidence that rates 
of heart attacks and strokes are 
nudged upward among men taking 
the supplement. Driven by vigorous 
advertising campaigns, testosterone 
prescriptions grew fivefold between 
2000 and 2011, netting the makers 
of the products $1.6 billion annually.

The FDA has “become aware 
that testosterone is being used 
extensively in attempts to relieve 
symptoms in men who have low 
testosterone for no apparent reason 
other than aging. The benefits and 
safety of this use have not been 
established,” said a statement 
released by the agency.
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Bizarre purchases you can finance but shouldn’t
By Stephanie Faris
GOBankingRates.com (TNS)

We live in a buy-now-pay-later 
society, with credit cards and 
payday loans making it easy to 
quickly get the money we need to 
buy anything we want. But when 
we finance an item, we often end 
up paying interest on it well into the 
future. Whether you’re charging 
an item on your card or securing a 
personal loan to pay for it, chances 
are you’ll be paying far too much 
interest for the luxury of immediate 
gratification.

Before you make another illogi-
cal purchase you can’t afford, you 
should figure out exactly what that 
item will cost. Here are 10 crazy 
buy-now-pay-later purchases that 
make little financial sense.

BRAZILIAN WAX
A trip to the spa can cost you 

more than $100, whether you’re 
getting a Brazilian wax or a 
one-hour massage. Even getting 
highlights and touch-ups can result 
in an expensive credit card charge. 
Unfortunately, these services are 
short-lived — hair grows back, the 
stress relief of a massage fades 
and treatments such as facials must 
be repeated regularly to get lasting 

benefits.
RIMS

Car repairs can be costly, and 
consumers often put the charges 
on a credit card to pay back the 
expenses later. If the work is neces-
sary to keep a car running, financing 
can be justified. But always look to 
see if you can find a more afford-
able deal elsewhere, especially 
when it comes to repairing the car’s 
accessories. For example, some 
businesses have begun offering 
lease and rent-to-own options on 
rims, which can save you money.

GAMBLING ADDICTION
A bad gambling habit makes little 

financial sense on its own, but when 
that habit is financed, it can be 
disastrous. If you choose to indulge 
in the occasional lottery ticket or 
casino trip, payments should be 
made in cash — with a spending 
limit enforced.

PLASTIC SURGERY
There are people out there 

who go into debt after undergoing 
cosmetic procedures such as face 
lifts and breast augmentations. 
Some of them even make news 
headlines, like the Kim Kardashian 
lookalike who dropped $30,000 on 
plastic surgery to look like the reality 

star. One procedure could lead 
to another, and the cost of vanity 
medicine can mount. You could be 
stuck trying to pay off the debt for 
years. If you must get corrective or 
plastic surgery, consider the cost of 
interest first.

ALCOHOL
If you’ve ever said, “a round of 

drinks for everyone,” you prob-
ably realized afterwards what an 
expensive mistake that was. Before 
going out for the evening, take a 
reasonable amount of cash out to 
pay for your own drinks, and leave 
the credit cards at home. This will 
prevent you from spending freely 
once alcohol wipes your inhibitions 
away.

TATTOOS
Like plastic surgery, a tattoo is a 

vanity item that should be skipped 
if you can’t afford it. Before going 
into debt for a tattoo, calculate the 
amount of interest you’ll pay on that 
purchase over the next few years. 
Also add in the amount you’ll pay 
to have it removed in a few years in 
case you change your mind about it.

DRUGS
No one should try to buy illegal 

drugs, especially not with a credit 
card. But that’s what one Michigan 
man tried to do in 2010. According 
to Business Insider, the man called 
the police and told them he was 
robbed at gun point while trying to 
pay for drugs with a credit card.

STOCKS
When you invest in the stock 

market, you’re taking a risk. Ideally, 
you’ll earn money on your invest-
ments, but there’s no guarantee. If 
you take out a $3,000 loan to invest 
in the stock market and lose that 
money, you’ll be on the hook for the 
$3,000 plus interest. If you don’t 
have the cash in the bank, don’t 
invest.

COLLEGE LIVING EXPENSES
Students can spend years paying 

back the loans they took out to pay 
for college. For some, this is partly 
because they spent their finan-
cial aid on daily living expenses. 
Instead, get a part-time job to pay 
for food and necessities, and spend 
your loan funds only on textbooks 
and tuition.

Stephanie Faris writes for 
GOBankingRates.com, a portal for 
personal finance news.

Unemployment drops to 5.5%, as U.S. adds jobs
By Jim Puzzanghera
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

WASHINGTON — U.S. employ-
ers shook off some severe winter 
weather and added a surprisingly 
strong 295,000 net new jobs in Feb-
ruary while the unemployment rate 
fell to a post-Great Recession low of 
5.5 percent, the Labor Department 
said Friday.

The jump in job creation 
exceeded economists’ forecasts 
and was an improvement over 
January’s 239,000 jobs. But the 
increase was offset somewhat by a 
downward revision in December’s 
and January’s figures by a total of 
18,000 jobs.

Wage growth continued to be 
slow last month. Average hourly 
earnings rose by just 3 cents to 
$24.78 after an encouraging 12-cent 
increase in January.

For the 12 months ended Feb. 28, 
wages rose by only 2 percent, well 
above the low inflation rate but not 
nearly the level economists would 

like to see coming out of a deep 
recession.

Part of the reason the unemploy-
ment rate fell to its lowest level 
since May 2008 was that about 
178,000 job-seekers dropped out 
of the labor force. That caused the 
labor force participation rate to tick 
down by a tenth of a percentage 
point to 62.8 percent, near a more-
than-three-decade low.

Still, job growth has been strong 
over the past year. February was 
the 12th straight month in which 
the nation added at least 200,000 
net new jobs, the best streak since 
1994-95.

Job growth has averaged 
266,000 during that period. The 
pace has improved recently, with 
the economy averaging 288,000 net 
new jobs from December through 
February.

Employment by oil and gas 
extraction companies fell by 9,300 
jobs in February from the previous 
month, the Labor Department said.



Page 14  THE BULLETIN   March 17, 2015  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 One-on-one contest
5 Pub orders
9 Creator
14 Sicilian smoker
15 Shout to a storeful of customers
16 Elegant headgear
17 Line on an envelope
20 Noel beginning
21 Current to avoid
22 Gives the nod

23 Pago Pago’s land
28 Dudley Do-Right’s gal
29 Green prefix
30 Golfer Woosnam
33 Down __: Maine region
36 “Gotta run!”
40 Paul Hogan role
44 Side of the 1860s
45 __ Lisa Vito: “My Cousin Vinny” 
role
46 Cold-sounding commercial prefix

47 “I’m not impressed”
49 ‘60s White House daughter
52 Classic cartoon shout
58 NYSE overseer
59 Green roll
60 Tropical trees
62 Zero in Morse code, any part 
of which will finish the title of the 
Oscar-winning song found at the 
ends of 17-, 23-, 40- and 52-Across
67 Stopped lying?
68 MBA seeker’s first hurdle
69 Napa prefix
70 Array for a Boy Scout
71 Comes to a stop
72 Quick cut

Down
1 Rectilinear art form
2 City east of Syracuse
3 Sci. of insects
4 Nonprofessionals
5 Pantry pest
6 Green expanse
7 Cast-of-thousands member
8 Pub order
9 High-elev. spot
10 A leg up
11 Sung-into instrument
12 Slezak of “One Life to Live”
13 Shoots the breeze
18 Plagued by drought
19 Church recess
24 “Where Is the Life That Late 
__?”: Cole Porter song
25 Forty-niner’s stake
26 Rights gp.
27 Ghostly sound
30 Post-ER area
31 Son of Prince Valiant
32 “There’s __ in Ôteam’”
34 __-mo
35 Potato sack wt., perhaps
37 B. Favre’s career 508
38 Velvet finish?
39 Collectible car
41 Search everywhere in
42 Front row seat
43 Apply amateurishly
48 It may be slung at a diner
50 Matador’s cloak
51 Oft-baked veggies
52 Long (for)
53 Blessed outburst?
54 Evade
55 Butler’s last words
56 Of yore
57 Muscat native
58 Where to find Pierre: Abbr.
61 Class with tools
63 Mar.-Nov. hours
64 Two-time loser to DDE
65 Owned
66 Boozer’s syndrome
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

BOGGLE ANSWERS
ARGO  CRASH  ROCKY  GANDHI  CHICAGO  TITANIC
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JUMBLE ANSWERS
Jumbles: THINK  GRIEF  EITHER  BEWAIL
Answer: When the heavyset football player stood up, he became a -- “WEIGHT” LIFTER

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Exercise is excellent if you don’t 
go to extremes. Find ways to 
burn off extra energy in the week 
ahead. Plan to participate in 
sports or take educational trips 
that will prevent you from going 

stir crazy.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

You’re capable of coping with 
any contingency. Pay important 
bills early so you aren’t caught 
napping later in the week. Tackle 
projects that require tenacity and 
unflagging concentration.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Once the love bug has bitten, 
you may be as helpless as a 
kitten. In the week to come, you 
might be more attractive than 
usual and your social life could 
take a positive turn. Play the 
field.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Your closest partner might have 
good ideas, but putting them 
into motion might disrupt your 
life this week. Guard against a 
tendency to be extravagant with 
money.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Focus 
on energetically pursuing goals 
that hold great promise or 
opportunity. You may be luckier 
than usual when teamed up with 
others this week. You have the 
energy to meet high expecta-
tions with ease.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Not many people are born with 
a silver spoon in their mouths. 
Since you must work for a living, 
buckle down in the week ahead 
and make the most of your 
talents and opportunities at the 
office.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It’s 
far better to work than to worry. 
Busy hands keep the mind from 
going around in endless circles. 
Don’t make major changes in 
your routines or try to hedge 
your bets in the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Be grateful if you get a second 

chance. Utilize any and every 
opportunity to start over or 
correct past mistakes. You may 
spend more time than usual in 
the public eye this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Make sure your budget and 
financial plan for the coming 
week is rock solid. Passing 
whims and distractions could 
drain your piggy bank. Insur-
ance, taxes and shared plea-
sures are in the spotlight.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): A rebel without a cause 
might show up at your door. You 
might worry that changes will 
drain your control. In the week 
ahead, accept with good grace 
the things that can’t be changed.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Friends may make your social 
life more satisfying in the week 
ahead. Remain objective about 
your long-term goals. You may 
need to abandon one treasured 
dream to pursue another.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Plan ahead and work hard in 
the week ahead. Make sure that 
your bank account can withstand 
unexpected demands.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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