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Expensive court fight
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By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

There is a limit as to how much 
money someone should spend on 
trying to prove in court that he or 
she is right and the cops are wrong, 
and it’s probably way less 
than a man in Australia spent.

Mustafa Shakarji immi-
grated from Iraq to Australia, 
where he apparently likes to 
drive fast – much faster than 
what the speed limits allow.

In Australia, as in the 
United States, you can 
make your case in court, 
although there is a price attached.

He was accused of going 55 mph 
in a 37 mph zone. I have converted 
the kilometers to miles, which is 
why they have a 37 mph speed 
limit. It’s actually 60 km.

Anyway, he was driving 18 mph 

RAMBLINGS

over the speed limit, got stopped, 
and the cop gave him a ticket, 
which would have cost about $180.

All this took place in 2012. 
More than $71,000 later, he is still 
fighting the ticket. He actually won 

one appeal, but the police 
appealed the appeal, and 
it was overturned. Mustafa 
must be a court’s worst 
nightmare, and a lawyer’s 
dream. His attorney is 
probably driving a super 
nice car.

Who knows? He may 
be right. He may not 

have been speeding, and all the 
equipment in the police car that 
measures speed may have been 
broken, miscalibrated or misin-
stalled, as he claims.

I could get him a much better 

Brazoria Lions sponsor McGruff

The Brazoria Lions Club provided the funds to bring children friendly crime 
fighter, McGruff (“Take a bite out of crime”) to the Brazoria Police Department. 
Officer Dawnne Moore and McGruff (Arthur Moore) will be will be promoting 
crime prevention in the schools and events in Brazoria.(L to R) Brazoria Police 
Chief Neal Longbotham, Lions Gary Gatton, Bob Schwebel, Jan Edwards, 
Darrell Powell, Crime Fighter McGruff (Arthur Moore), Lions Gloria Powell, 
Marie Hicks, Dan Swords, Officer Dawnne Moore and Lion Roy Compton.
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O.K. NOW, LADIES, I CAN EXPLAIN: A man charged with bigamy 
in Henrico County, Va., was somewhat surprised when both his second 
and third wives came to visit him in jail at the same time. He married Wife 
Number Three without ever divorcing Wife Number Two. Investigators 
also discovered that he married Wife Number Two before his divorce from 
Wife Number One was finalized.

NOT THE BRIGHTEST STAR ON THE TREE: While state troopers 
were taking a child Christmas shopping at a store in Morehead, Ky., as 
part of an annual charity program, the kid’s father took the opportunity to 
do a little shoplifting at the same time. This did not end well for him.

OBVIOUSLY NOT ONE OF THE WISE MEN: A drunk driver slammed 
his car into a metal barrier in Yorkshire, England, then fled the scene, and 
hid in a Nativity scene 200 yards away. The ruse did not fool the police 
even for a second.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN YOU WEREN’T LOOKING FOR ME!? A man, 
who was growing marijuana in a storage unit in Edgewater, Fla., panicked 
when he heard a helicopter hovering overhead. Assuming that it was the 
police coming to arrest him, he called 911 and turned himself in. Turns 
out, it was a news helicopter working on an unrelated story.

MAN, I JUST HAD THE MOST DISTURBING DREAM: A man got very 
drunk and went to sleep in the middle of the railroad tracks in Schaghti-
coke, N.Y. He did not wake up even when a mile-long freight train came 
barreling down upon him. The conductor spotted him and stopped the 
train but not before the first two engines passed over him. He was not 
injured.

CONSIDER THIS AS MY GIFT TO YOU: A man, who recently moved 
into a Las Vegas neighborhood, wanted to find out if package thieves 
lived nearby, so he set up a video camera and put a gift-wrapped package 
of dog poop on his front porch. Sure enough, someone came by and stole 
it.

YEAH, HE’S OUT IN THE CAR: The Forest Grove, Ore. police log said 
that a man stopped by the station to obtain a copy of a report. He said he 
had been sent by the Holy Ghost.

ODDLY, HE WASN’T CHARGED WITH MONEY LAUNDERING: A man 
was charged with possession of drugs with intent to sell after police raided 
his home in Perth, Australia, and found 800 grams of the drug Ecstasy, 
seven pistols, seven rifles and $300,000 in cash, which he had hidden in 
his washing machine.

I GUESS FRISKING PEOPLE HERE WILL BE A WASTE OF TIME: A 
young woman suffered minor injuries after someone stabbed her as she 
walked naked on a wooded nature trail at a nudist colony in Loxahatchee, 
Fla. Police are looking for her attacker.

HEY, WHO DOESN’T? A Providence man stole an SUV in Coventry, 
R.I., and drove it to Rehoboth, Mass., where he rammed it into a police 
cruiser when officers attempted to pull him over. He told the police that “he 
just wanted to get out of Rhode Island.”

Analysis: Why can’t NBC and ‘Saturday Night Live’ make up their minds about Donald Trump?
By Tre’vell Anderson
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

“Saturday Night Live” and its net-
work, NBC, seemingly can’t decide 
what to do with Donald Trump. One 
thing, however, is for sure: Choosing 
at once to sever business ties with 
the businessman because of his 

racist comments last year followed 
by having him host the weekend 
sketch comedy show less than six 
months later drew pause.

But with the latest bit from the 
show poking fun at the race-related 
furor Trump has kicked up as the 
leading Republican presidential 

nominee, something’s got to give, 
and the show may be trying to take 
a stand.

The minute-long sketch, “Voters 
for Trump Ad,” stars (white) cast-
members Taran Killam, Vanessa 
Bayer, Bobby Moynihan, Aidy 
Bryant, Beck Bennett and Kyle 
Mooney as Americans who have 
committed to voting for Trump. The 
ad shows each of them in their daily 
lives as they detail why Trump is 
getting their vote.

One guy believes Trump will “take 
the economy from here to here,” 
motioning a lower then higher level 
with his hands. When his arm raises 
to the higher level, revealed is a red 
armband with a swastika on it.

Another says she’s voting for 
Trump because “he’s not some cau-
tious politician.”

“He says what I’m thinking,” she 
said, while showing that the item 
she’s been ironing all along is a 
hooded KKK uniform.

The sketch - with its visuals that 

also include a lumberjack adding 
wood to a burning cross while the 
Klan tarries nearby - is perhaps the 
most biting critique Trump and the 
bigoted perspective of some of his 
supporters has received from the 
show.

But, of course, it’s tough to hold 
true to your subversive reputation 
when the bosses upstairs say Trump 
is perfect host material.

Trump hosted “SNL” only months 
after the network ended all relation-
ships with him following his racist 
remarks.

“At NBC, respect and dignity for 
all people are cornerstones of our 
values,” said parent company NBCU-
niversal in a statement late June, 
explaining its decision to pull out of 
a broadcast of the Miss Universe 
pageant, which was then co-owned 
by the Trump organization.

“Due to the recent derogatory 
statements by Donald Trump regard-
ing immigrants, NBCUniversal is 
ending its business relationship 
with Mr. Trump,” the statement 
said, adding that Trump would also 
no longer would be a part of “The 

Apprentice” franchise that made him 
a reality star.

But when pegged for what 
appeared to be a double standard 
– being anti-Trump for comments but 
wanting him to host “SNL” for ratings 
– the network defended itself.

“At the end of the day, he was on 
the show for 11 minutes and ... it 
wasn’t like the Earth fell off its axis,” 
said NBC Entertainment Chairman 
Robert Greenblatt to television 
writers during NBC’s session at the 
Television Critics Association press 
tour in January.

“It was a highly rated show, and 
that’s always a good thing,” Greenb-
latt said. “And he is the front-runner 
for the Republican nomination.”

“He’s good fodder for comedy as 
well,” interjected Paul Telegdy, NBC’s 
president of alternative and late-night 
programming.

Maybe the “Voters for Trump Ad” 
signals yet another shift in the show 
and network’s position with Trump. 
Perhaps this time a preoccupation 
with ratings is taking a back seat to 
needed critique of the candidate’s 
posturing.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

The Declaration of 
Independence and 
happiness

Q. Are you familiar with the open-
ing passage of the U.S. “Declaration 
of Independence”? If so, how might 
you use it to find almost certain 
“happiness”?

A. Start by picking any word 
out of the first 20 and call it your 
“special” word, says John Allen 
Paulos in his book “A Numerate 
Life.”  Count its number of letters 
and move forward that many jumps 
(words) to your next word, and then 
do this again and again.

For example, the special pick 
“course,” with six letters, would 
jump you forward six words to 
“necessary,” your next special word.  
Counting its letters would move 
you ahead nine jumps to “which.”  
Follow this pattern until you come to 
the end of the passage:  “No matter 
what word you pick initially, your last 
special word will be ‘happiness.’”

Here’s the passage:  “When in 
the COURSE of human events, 
it becomes NECESSARY for one 
people to dissolve the political 
bands WHICH have connected 
them with ANOTHER, and to 
assume among the powers OF the 
EARTH, the separate and equal 

STATION to which the Laws of 
Nature AND of Nature’s GOD entitle 
them, A DECENT respect to the 
opinions of MANKIND requires that 
they should declare the CAUSES 
which impel them to the SEPARA-
TION.  We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all MEN are cre-
ated EQUAL, that they are endowed 
BY their CREATOR with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among 
THESE are Life, Liberty and THE 
pursuit of HAPPINESS.”

Trying it with a different word will 
yield the same result.  

Not your father’s 
libraries

Q.  What are some of the quirkier 
items to be found in libraries these 
days?

A. According to Gabe Luzier in 
“Mental Floss” magazine, librar-
ians have gone beyond their 
passion for books to offer patrons 
umbrellas for rainy days (Cornell 
University Library in Ithaca, New 
York), American Girl Dolls (Arlington 
Public Library in Arlington, Virginia), 
sculptures for the office (the Aurora 
Public Library in Illinois).  Then there 
are items for your hobby, such as 
musical instruments, board games, 
video game consoles and even 
sewing machines (The Library of 

Things at the Sacramento Public 
Library).  And if you’re worried about 
being snowed in in Canaan, Ver-
mont, take out a pair of snowshoes 
from the Alice M. Ward Memorial 
Library.

Finally, “to help break stereo-
types, Bainbridge Public Library 
in Washington hosts what it calls 
a living library that allows patrons 
to talk informally with ‘people on 
loan’ of various ages, genders and 
cultural backgrounds.”

The Total Library
Q. What just might be the most 

fascinatingly useless invention in 
history?  Clue: Think “The Total 
Library.”

A. Only recently has new 
computer technology brought into 
reach “The Total Library,” contain-
ing every phrase that could ever 
be uttered, says Jerry Adler of 
“Smithsonian” magazine, reporting 
on the work of Jonathan Basile. 
This student of English literature 
has set his mind to recreating The 
Total Library as described years 
ago by Argentine writer Jorge Luis 
Borges, who “imagined it holding 
not just every book ever written but 
every book that could be written.... It 
would contain, along with an almost 
infinite quantity of gibberish, all of 
civilization’s wisdom, true accounts 
of the past and future...”  This was 
a revisiting of the classic “infinite 
monkey” thought experiment where 
endless rows of monkeys seated 
before typewriters were to keep 
on typing until they came up with 
“Hamlet.”

In his calculations, Basile quickly 
discovered that such a library would 
contain more books than could 
fit into the observable universe -- 
somewhere shy of 10 to the power 
of two million!  Yet as Borges fore-
saw, says Adler, “wisdom is useless 
if it is lost in a sea of nonsense.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

If you need to publicize your 
community event, send us the 
announcement in text form 
a week before the Tueday 
you need it to run, and we’ll 
publish it in the paper. Email 
the information and photos to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com.
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GALVESTON COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL is committed to reducing poverty and 
promoting self-sufficiency to low-income families under the Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) 
awarded by the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs.
Funds are available for rental assistance, water bills, birth certificates, and other household barriers.  We 
also have an extensive Case Management Program which is provided on an ongoing basis that includes 
individual assessment, service plan development, arranging for necessary services, follow-ups, and ongo-
ing monitoring of client’s status and services delivered to promote self-sufficiency.
The household must not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal 
Poverty income guidelines.

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY
Documentation required to apply for assistance:
1) Current I.D. or Driver’s License; 2) Current utility bill and lease agreement; 3) Income 
for LAST Current I.D. or Driver’s License 30 days prior to the date of application for all 
household members 18 years and older.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to make appointment, please contact a Community Action location near you
     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C-100, Galveston, TX              409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Fort Bend County - 902 Frost, Rosenberg, TX                                 281-342-3012
     Wharton County - 213 North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                      979-543-1561

Helping You To Become More Self-Sufficient

AUSTIN — Go from everyday to get-away this spring with the new Texas 
State Parks Official Guide mobile app. The app, which is available for 
download on the Apple App Store and Google Play, makes it easy for park 
enthusiasts to find their perfect park based on favorite activities, campsite 
requirements and trail preferences from the palm of their hand.

“We’re excited to be able to offer this new and free tool to our customers” 
said TPWD Marketing Director Darcy Bontempo. “The app makes it easy for 
people to find the perfect state park getaway.”

The mobile app gives visitors access to park descriptions, locations, facil-
ity maps, and other essential information from anywhere. It also keeps users 
up-to-date on full or partial park closures caused by weather or other events, 
so visitors can keep their getaways happy and safe.

The new app features a filtered search that allows users to sort through 
the Texas State Park system by location, by facilities and by activities and 
amenities offered at any of the 95 state parks.  Visitors can also create a 
custom list of their favorite parks, which is a fun way to keep track of the 
parks they frequent or hope to visit in the future.

Texas state parks now have own app

Twitter has not-so-nice ‘thank you’ message for airlines
By Hugo Martin
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

An analysis of more than 1.3 
million Twitter messages sent to 
airlines over the last holiday season 
found the phrase “thank you” was 
more common than any other.

But that doesn’t mean the most 
Twitter messages sent to the world’s 
airlines are filled with gratitude.

Consider a recent tweet sent to 
Spirit Airlines by a traveler from 
Atlanta: “Thanks for keeping us 
waiting for 8 hrs only to cancel! You 
ruined our 1st wedding Anniversary 
trip, without even a apology.”

In the last few years, social media 
sites have become one of the easi-
est and fastest way for air travelers 
to communicate with airlines. As a 
result, the nation’s biggest carriers 
have hired social media teams to 
monitor Twitter, Facebook, Insta-
gram and other sites to respond to 
comments and gripes and protect 
their airlines’ good name.

Ultra-low-cost carrier Spirit Air-
ways relies on a robot - not humans 
- to respond to Twitter messages 
that mention the carrier.

In what may be the first analysis 
of Twitter messages sent to airlines, 

the study by Orlando, Fla.-based 
Stratos Jet Charters does not reach 
a conclusion about the overall 
sentiment of the tweets. But you can 
get a sense that many Twitter users 
are not happy, based on the other 
popular terms used when tweeting 
about airlines.

The term “thank you” got 101,798 
mentions in the analysis, while 
“delayed, late and canceled” got 
66,831 mentions, followed by “lost,” 
as in lost luggage, with 16,272 men-
tions, according to the analysis of 
tweets sent from Nov. 20 to Jan. 9.

Profanity erupted 14,490 times in 
the tweets, the report said.
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Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
The vast majority of heart valve surgeries are successful; however in a 

small number of cases, a leak occurs adjacent to the valve. This leak allows 
blood to flow backwards, which can create symptoms like shortness of 
breath, fatigue, breakdown of blood cells and, sometimes, bleeding.

There’s a new, less-invasive option for patients who’ve developed a post-
surgical leak like this. It’s called a percutaneous paravalvular closure.

“This procedure doesn’t involve opening the chest again, and that’s the 
real advantage,” says Dr. Peter Pollak, an interventional cardiologist on Mayo 
Clinic’s Florida campus. “This allows a new alternative for many patients.”

The closed-chest procedure is done in a lab using a wire, catheter and a 
plug that’s smaller than a dime.

“After finding the leak with imaging, we bring a wire from the top of the leg 
to the heart and through the leak, and then feed a catheter over that wire,” 
says Pollak. “Next, we deliver and secure the small, self-expanding metal-
mesh plug that stops the leak. Over time, the body grows in and around the 
plug, and it becomes part of the heart.”

Pollak says patients generally feel relief from symptoms as soon as the 
plug is inserted and tend to continue to feel incrementally better over time.

“A benefit is often seen immediately,” says Pollak. “The leak is closed 
before they leave the lab, and then, over time, the plug gets solidified in 
place.”

New technique offers closed-chest 
heart valve repair, prevents leak

Can a flu shot give you the flu?
No, a flu shot cannot cause flu illness. Flu vaccines that are administered 

with a needle are currently made in two ways: the vaccine is made either 
with (A) flu vaccine viruses that have been ‘inactivated’ and are therefore 
not infectious, or (B) with no flu vaccine viruses at all (which is the case for 
recombinant influenza vaccine). The most common side effects from the 
influenza shot are soreness, redness, tenderness or swelling where the shot 
was given. Low-grade fever, headache and muscle aches also may occur.

In randomized, blinded studies, where some people get inactivated flu 
shots and others get salt-water shots, the only differences in symptoms was 
increased soreness in the arm and redness at the injection site.

The flu: Did you know?
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Please let your friends and relatives in other places 
know that The Bulletin also can be read online at:

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

The world will not improve until we 
turn our hearts to Christ

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I know Jesus promised to come again someday and straighten out 
everything that’s wrong with the world, but why does He delay? The world 
sure doesn’t seem to be getting any better, does it? - Mrs. N.W.W.

A: No, the world doesn’t seem to be getting any better, nor should we 
be surprised at this. As long as we leave God out of our lives, evil and cor-
ruption will grow unchecked. Jesus said that as the end of the present age 
approaches, we still “will hear of wars and rumors of wars” (Matthew 24:6).

What’s the problem? The problem isn’t a lack of laws; we have more 
laws today than ever before. Nor is it a desire for upheavals and conflicts; 
every survey tells us people want peace and stability. Dozens of organiza-
tions have dedicated themselves to the search for peace to no avail. Help-
ful or necessary as these may be, they ultimately fail because they don’t 
get to the root of the problem.

The real problem, the Bible says, is within us - within our own hearts and 
minds. Instead of being concerned for others and putting them first, our 
tendency is to put ourselves first. And, if everyone is like this, it leads inevi-
tably to conflict. Jesus put it this way: “It is from within, out of a person’s 
heart, that evil thoughts come - sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly” (Mark 
7:21-22).

But this isn’t the whole story! Someday, Christ will come again, and all 
evil and injustice will be destroyed. Why does He delay? One reason is to 
give us every possible opportunity to repent and turn to Him. Is your hope 
in Jesus Christ? Don’t delay, but open your heart and life to His transform-
ing power - beginning today.

Panama City Beach: Party’s over for wild spring-breakers as officials are trying to attract families
By Ellen Creager
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

Tourism officials in Panama City 
Beach, Fla., are shutting the door 
on wild spring-breakers.

Seeking to shed its reputation 
as a spring break mecca, the city 
recently passed ordinances that ban 

alcohol on the beach, mandate that 
bars close at 2 a.m. and prohibit 
loitering in parking lots.

The first test of whether the new 
laws will work to slash the normal 
volume of 250,000 spring-breakers 
will come this week through the 
end of March, when colleges go on 

spring recess.
Lodgings that cater to spring- 

break travelers have seen a down-
turn in reservations, said Dan Rowe, 
president and CEO of Visit Panama 
City Beach.

The city hopes to counter that by 
offering more family-friendly draws, 
such as its first Spring Jam country 
music show in April. It also launched 
a $1-million marketing effort aimed 

at families.
The Florida Panhandle city has 

27 miles of beach and two state 
parks.

“We are looking at how to inspire 
families to come back to Panama 

City Beach,” Rowe said.
Unlike in hotter parts of Florida, 

summer is the overall busiest tourist 
season in the resort city, but spring- 
breakers in March have been part of 
the scene for 25 years.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Whole Foods to install rooftop solar panels at 100 stores
By Samantha Masunaga
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES _ Whole Foods 
Market Inc. is embracing solar 
power.

The Austin, Texas-based grocery 
chain has signed agreements with 
SolarCity and NRG Energy Inc. to 
install rooftop solar units at up to 
100 stores and distribution centers.

NRG, based in Princeton, N.J., 
will install the units at up to 84 
locations in nine states, according 
to a joint statement from the two 
companies.

San Mateo, Calif.-based SolarCity 
will install the rest, Whole Foods 
spokeswoman Blaire Kniffin said.

The companies did not disclose 
the locations of the stores that will 
receive the rooftop solar units, but 

Kathy Loftus, Whole Foods’ global 
leader for sustainability, said the 
company’s goal was to have rooftop 
solar units in every region.

In a statement, Whole Foods said 
it would buy discounted power from 
SolarCity.

Why did Whole Foods strike deals 
with both NRG and SolarCity? “If 
we were only going to go with one 
or the other, we would be limited,” 
Loftus said. “Working with both, we 
increase the volume and geographi-
cal markets.”

Whole Foods says it currently has 
rooftop solar installed at 20 stores. 
Tuesday’s announcement comes 14 
years after the chain installed solar-
powered lighting for the first time, 
at a store in Berkeley. Installation of 
the newly announced solar units will 

begin in the spring, Loftus said.
She said SolarCity install more 

systems for Whole Foods in the 
future.

Whole Foods has 439 stores in 
the U.S., Canada and Britain.

A store’s rooftop solar unit can 
generate about 5 percent to 20 
percent of the yearly electricity that 
store needs, Loftus said.

“We think this is a good way also 
to be protecting against potential 
future energy cost increases,” she 
said. “We’re doing what’s right for 
the environment, but we’re also 
doing what’s right for the business.”
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A wide variety of students, including those looking for a second career, 
planning to transfer to a university, or building on their high school education, 
were inducted into the Alvin Community College chapter of Phi Theta Kappa 
during an induction ceremony recently.

The newest members are: Emily Aguiar, Meagan Crisp, Esther Fernan-
das, Dylan Gaffney, Elisha Gambrell, Julia Glasgow, Signe Gostomski, Julie 
Higuera, Janae Jolley, Ifedolapo Kazeem, Kiet Le, Ariel Lima, Fernando 
Madrigales, Nicole Martinez, Diana Mendoza, Chase Merritt, Charles Orame, 
Cindy Perez, Jessica Pina, Blake Powitzky, Laura Schindler, Hima Vada-
kekara, Madelynne Vickers, Melanie Walker and Tysheria Williams.

Alvin college inducts PTK members
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Joint ribbon cutting held at Olin

Olin Corporation celebrated its grand opening in Freeport recently in a 
joint ribbon cutting  with both the Angleton and Brazosport Chambers of 
Commerce. Olin’s Texas Leadership team, led by Bridget Wood, Site Direc-
tor, and Olin’s Vice President of Operations, John Sampson, hosted the 
Chamber members and Ambassadors.

Local UDC chapter hosts ‘Carrie Nation’

The Lamar Fontaine Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
met recently at the New Beginnings Church in Lake Jackson.  Guest speaker 
was Mitzie King of West Columbia, portraying Carrie Nation, the American 
Temperance advocate famous for using a hatchet to demolish barrooms. 
Carrie Nation at one time had a hotel in East Columbia.  She was born on 
Nov. 25, 1846 in Kentucky and died June 9, 1911 in Kansas. Pictured left to 
right:  Pam Massingill, Carrie Nation (Mitzie King), Dona Hatthorn and Judy 
Bernard.

Pictured left to right:  Dorothy Wilcox, Ann Phillips, Bartlett Ramsey, Freda 
Fondon, Tissie Schwebel, Linda Husky and Margaret Norman served home-
made cookies and punch to fourth-grade students from the Angleton ISD to 
celebrate Texas Independence Day, March 2, 2016, at the Stephen F. Austin 
Statue in Angleton. The school students made rope, played old-fashioned 
games and learned about cannons and old-time remedies. 

DRT celebrates Texas Independence Day
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Tribune-Bulletin weekly politics quiz

History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 15: ON THIS DATE in 
44 B.C., Roman dictator Julius 
Caesar was assassinated by a 
group of nobles that included 
former allies Brutus and Cassius. 
In 1964, actors Elizabeth Taylor 
and Richard Burton were married 
in Montreal; it was her fifth mar-
riage, his second.

March 16: ON THIS DATE 
in 1836, the Republic of Texas 
approved a constitution. In 1968, 
during the Vietnam War, the My 
Lai Massacre of civilians was 
carried out by U.S. troops under 
the command of Lt. William L. 
Calley Jr.

March 17: ON THIS DATE in 
432, a bishop later canonized 
as St. Patrick was carried off to 
Ireland as a slave. In 1917, Czar 
Nicholas II of Russia abdicated 
his throne as the Bolsheviks 
came to power.

March 18: ON THIS DATE in 
1922, Indian leader Mohandas 
Gandhi was jailed by the British 
for sedition. In 1974, most of the 
Arab oil-producing nations ended 
their seven-month-long embargo 
against the United States.

March 19: ON THIS DATE 
in 1918, Congress approved 
daylight-saving time. In 1953, the 
Academy Awards was televised 
for the first time; “The Greatest 
Show on Earth” won for Best 
Picture.

March 20: ON THIS DATE 
in 1899, Martha M. Place of 
Brooklyn became the first woman 
to be executed in the electric 
chair. She was put to death at 
Sing Sing for the murder of her 
stepdaughter. In 1969, Beatle 
John Lennon married artist Yoko 
Ono in Gibraltar.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1954, the 
“CBS Morning Show” premiered 
with Walter Cronkite as host and 
a lion puppet named Charlemane 
as his sidekick.

This week’s question: This 
week in 1906, an imperial census 
showed which nation ruled one-
fifth of the world?

deal. For a deeply discounted fee of 
only  $25,000, I could have worked 
out with the court to allow him to 
take defensive driving. 

If Australia does not have defen-
sive driving (I’m too lazy to look it 
up), I would pay his $180 fine and 
tell him that the court was so scared 
of him that it dismissed the ticket, 
shredded all the paperwork, and 
the case was over forever, so don’t 
even bother to check.

And, after I collect my fee, I  could 
take at least four very comfortable 
European vacations (for two) with 
that money, because I know where 
the good and inexpensive hotels 
are, with free wi-fi and breakfast.

And, because breakfast is 
included in the room charge, the 
trick is to eat as much of it as pos-
sible so that it is enough for two 
meals. Then we can enjoy waiting in 
line at tourist attractions, having to 
pay for only one more meal per day.

Just ignore the other European 
hotel guests dining on fruit, muesli 
and a piece of buttered bread while 
pointing towards you and remarking 

what pigs Americans can be. Yea, 
well you guys are used to getting 
ripped off. I’m getting my money’s 
worth.

Mustafa would have the knowl-
edge of knowing that his money was 
spent very efficiently and that we 
enjoyed ourselves tremendously.

For that nominal fee, I would 
also include some recommenda-
tions –  after his money hit my bank 
account.

If you want to drive fast and not 
be ticketed, go to Germany, rent a 
car, and let loose on the Autobahn. 
Go as fast as you wish. There are 
no cops because there are no 
speed limits. 

However, Germany has a 44 
percent higher crash fatality ratio 
than we have here in the U.S.

They drive smaller cars faster, 
while we tend to drive larger cars 
slower because of the speed limit 
postings. Slow down in German 
cities, though, because they do 
have speed limit signs.

If that’s not enough speed, buy 
a plane ticket, and keep telling 
yourself at 50,000-feet cruising 

altitude that you are now traveling 
at 550 mph. That should satisfy any 
speeder’s needs. Don’t worry about 
not being able to feel the speed. 
Just believe me. That is how fast the 
plane is flying.

Perhaps the need for speed does 
not need satisfying, but the ego 
does.

“In Iraq, I couldn’t stand up to 
speak out, but here you can when 
you don’t think it’s right, so why 
wouldn’t you?” he told news.com.au 
a while back when he still had 

money.
I have a cheaper solution. Get a 

dog and spend a lot of time training 
it. The dog then will do whatever 
you want. You are in complete 
control. Just make sure you feed it 
premium dog food.

“I am sure, 100 percent, finally 
justice will be served,” Mustafa said,  
referring to his next day in court, 
adding that he’s willing to take the 
case all the way to Australia’s High 
Court.

Good luck. You’ll need it, sucker.

Paying $180 speeding ticket may have been better than $71K court battle
(Continued form Page 1)

1. How many delegates did Ben Carson end up with when he dropped out 
of the race? A. 50; B. 60; C. 8; D. 0.2

2. How many states had Ted Cruz won as of March 9? A. 5; B. 6; C. 7; D. 8
3. Which former Republican candidate for president recently gave a speech 

condemning Donald Trump? A. George W. Bush; B. Mitt Romney; C. Newt 
Gingrich; D. Jeb Bush

4. Which “Star Wars” star recently endorsed a candidate for Senate in 
Ohio?; A. Carrie Fisher; B. Harrison Ford; C. Mark Hamill; D. Adam Driver

5. On March 8, Bernie Sanders scored an upset win over Hillary Clinton 
in the Democratic primary in which Midwestern state? A. Ohio; B. Illinois; C. 
Indiana; D. Michigan

ANSWERS: 1. C; 2. C; 3. B; 4. C; 5. D
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Facebook buy-and-sell groups are year-round twist on garage sales, but there are some pitfalls
By Annie Calovich
The Wichita Eagle (TNS)

WICHITA, Kan. — There’s 
nothing quite so serendipitous as 
stumbling over a good garage sale 
– when the weather is nice.

But if you’re looking to make 
a little cash by getting rid of your 
stuff, the Internet, with its relent-
lessly specific and targeted abilities, 
bypasses the need to tag things, 
borrow tables and clothes racks to 
display them, open the driveway to 
the public, and wait for spring.

Some people are making 
transactions year-round on buying 
and selling groups on Facebook. 
“Yard sale,” “garage sale,” “trading,” 
“exchange” and “swap” are some of 
the terms used for groups that allow 
members to post items for sale, 
seek items they want, or buy other 
people’s stuff.

“It’s kind of like an online garage 

sale,” Kelly Bryant says of the group 
she started in January 2015 in her 
neck of the Wichita woods. It’s 
called “East Wichita, Rockwood, 
Woodlawn Village & LakePoint Area 
Trading.” Many of the transactions 
are done via porch pickup.

Denise Groene of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau says the Facebook 
groups are “a good way to get a lot 
of visibility without having to do the 
leg power to market a typical garage 
sale. It’s a great way to make some 
extra cash and clean out items.”

But people still need to use 
caution when meeting strangers 
for transactions, she said, and 
she herself has dropped out of a 
group because she wasn’t comfort-
able doing business that way. She 
pointed out that Andover has what 
it calls an “e-commerce exchange 
zone” – two parking places at the 
police department to more safely 

trade money for goods.
In addition to groups that are tied 

to a geographical area, Facebook 
has specialty groups that sell 
particular types of items, from wed-
ding supplies to auto parts. Some 
are defined by neighborhoods, and 
some are citywide. Some groups 
have strict rules that limit items they 
sell to brand names, while others 
have few if any restrictions.

 Downsides to selling: Imagine 
having to photograph and type in 
a description of each item you’re 
selling. Even though it wouldn’t 
seem worth it, items are sold in 
some of the groups for as low as a 
dollar. And you can’t sell everything 
at once; groups have limits such as 
five active posts from a particular 
seller at one time.

So how do you find a group?

First, you have to have a Face-
book page. Then you can go to the 
search box and start typing in a 
region. You’ll see names of groups 
appear. Click on a group and see 
whether any of your friends are 
already members. If the group is 
closed, your friends can invite you 
to join, or you can ask to join the 
group yourself. The administrator 
makes the decision.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Modern location code
10 Vertical sides
15 Ability to stand?
16 “What I always get”
17 Baby, for one
18 Ward cry?
19 “Bless __ ...”: Psalm 68
20 “Shadow of the Vampire” Oscar 
nominee
22 Mr. __!: old detective game

23 Churchill’s “so few”: Abbr.
25 Chess tactic
26 [Oh, my!]
27 Reagan era mil. program
30 “Die Hard” cry adapted from an 
old cowboy song
33 Trap catchings
35 Wager
36 Get comfy
37 “The Hangover” star
39 Is worth something, in dialect

40 Fifth-grader’s milestone, maybe
41 One may involve a homonym
42 Like the Negev
43 Range for some power measure-
ments
46 “The Spanish Tragedy” dramatist
47 Behan’s land
48 Robot extension?
49 Chinese dynasty during Caesar’s 
time
51 Little
52 “__ yourself!”
54 1946 Literature Nobelist
58 Nice parting
60 Baklava flavoring
62 One removed from the com-
pany?
63 Cocktail portmanteau
64 Start using Twitter, say
65 Victoria’s Secret purchase

DOWN
1 Tiny
2 Urban, e.g.
3 Boorish Sacha Baron Cohen 
persona
4 Style
5 1993 rap hit
6 Low-quality paper
7 Home of Phillips University
8 Full of spunk
9 Instagrammed item
10 __ bug
11 Pac-12 sch. whose mascot car-
ries a pitchfork
12 “Swingin’ Soiree” DJ
13 It doesn’t include benefits
14 About to crash?
21 About 1.8 tablespoons, vis-ˆ-vis 
a cup
24 “Double Indemnity” genre
26 Basic ideas
27 Despicable sort
28 Australian wind
29 Willing consequence?
31 Step on stage
32  Grasp
34 Jackson Hole’s county
38 Court call
39 TV input letters
41 1980s “SNL” regular
44 Sacred beetle
45 Name derived from the Tetra-
grammaton
50 “Far out!”
52 Cheat, in slang
53 Notice
55 Hullabaloo
56 Text status
57 Most massive known dwarf 
planet
59 Fair-hiring initials
61 2012 British Open winner
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
DRUM  TUBA  LUTE  PIANO  BANJO  FLUTE  VIOLIN  TRUMPET
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

• White noise is the mixture of every frequency detectable by the human 
ear, just like white light is the sum of every color in the rainbow.

• According to a study, the average driver is engaged in distracting activi-
ties more than 50 percent of the time while they are driving.

• The voice actress for Barbie in all of Pixar’s “Toy Story” movies was also 
the voice actress for Ariel in Disney’s “The Little Mermaid.”

• Since “The Oscars” is considered a TV show, the program is often nomi-
nated for—and has won—Emmy awards.

• “Was it a car or a cat I saw” is the same when read in reverse.



Page 14  THE BULLETIN   March 15, 2016  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ARBOR  OWING  NEWEST  DREDGE
Answer: Why the exotic dancer quit her job -- IT WAS A “GRIND”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Cooperation is the operative word. 
Give in with good grace as this 
week unfolds. The ball is in the 
other person’s court at work. You 
must let the other person take the 
lead if you take a turn on the dance 
floor of love.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

Negotiations stride forward with 
giant steps. If you are a real team 
player and make fairness a priority 
you can strike a deal that pleases 
all the people all the time. You may 
be inspired to adopt new goals.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Steer clear of power struggles in 
the early part of the week. Those 

in charge could be in the mood to 
throw some weight around and you 
don’t want to be in the way when it 
lands. Avoid starting new projects. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Learn to be wise. Read and study. 
Your week will unwind flawlessly 
if you put your trust in others and 
refuse to bow to outside pressures. 

Pay close attention to human 
moods and business will take care 
of itself.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Fill up 
your bank account the old fash-
ioned way. Your wisdom about 
financial matters will keep you from 
falling into bad habits. In the week 
ahead a partner will prove to be 
entirely trustworthy and dispel your 
doubts. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
have a decided advantage in the 
week ahead. Although a financial 
matter could cause concern, you 
will find creative solutions at your 
fingertips. Your ability to compro-
mise will put you at the head of the 
pack.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Industry and initiative can pay off. 
Cash might not grow on trees but 
that doesn’t mean you can’t pick 
some up that is right under your 
feet. Avoid confrontations early in 
the week when touchy feelings may 
be in play.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Investigate before you invest. 
Finances can end up on a roller 
coaster ride if you dip into the piggy 
bank early in the week. Be big 
hearted and overlook disapproval 

from partners as a turnaround is 
just around the corner.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): In the week ahead you may 
be bombarded by conflicting 
viewpoints. Wait until the dust 
settles to make a major decision. 
Just because one responsibility is 
erased doesn’t mean you should 
immediately take on another one.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Just because you have the 
advantage of a better education or 
financial resources doesn’t mean 
you should take advantage of 
others. Tap into inner wisdom to 
protect you from making poor busi-
ness decisions this week. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Minor moodiness may mar the 
beginning of the week. Be on your 
best behavior and don’t step on 
other people’s toes just to have 
your way. Passing squabbles sub-
side quickly but could block your 
attempts at financial gain. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Focus on love and affection rather 
than money in the week ahead. 
Your business judgment could be 
off kilter, but people will trust your 
ideas anyway. 

(c) 2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Bulletin  Horoscope
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Are you ready for some ... 
political football?

“I was reading about the NFL 
combine and had this notion,” 
wrote Brad Dickson of the Omaha 
(Neb.) World-Herald. “How about 
we administer Wonderlic tests to 
all the presidential candidates from 
each party?”

Headlines
• At Fark.com: “Plane carrying 

NASCAR team makes emergency 
landing at Memphis International 
Airport, pit crew leaps out, has it 
back in the air in five seconds.”

• At SportsPickle.com: “Peyton 
Manning’s ripped wife expected to 
compete for Broncos’ starting QB 

job in 2016.”
Mixed nuts
The Class AA Richmond (Va.) 

Flying Squirrels announced that a 
yet-to-be-named female mascot 
(Nutasha? Nutmeg?) will join their 
traditional mascot this season.

“Yet to be explained is her relation 
to Nutzy,” wrote Eric Kolenich of the 
hometown Times-Dispatch. “Girl-
friend? Sister? We need answers, 
people.”

Not sitting pretty
Minnesota Timberwolves coach 

Sam Mitchell benched his three 
best players – Ricky Rubio, Andrew 
Wiggins and Karl-Anthony Towns 
– for virtually the entire second half 
recently for lack of effort.

Moral of the story: Don’t be a 
sheep in Wolves’ clothing.

All for naught
Boston College went 0-8 in ACC 

football games and 0-18 in men’s 
basketball this academic year, 
becoming the first school from a 
major conference to go winless 
in the two marquee sports since 
TCU’s 0-24 Southwest Conference 
showing in 1976-77.

Talking the talk
• Greg Cote of the Miami Herald, 

after PGA Tour caddies lost their 
lawsuit seeking compensation for 
having to wear bibs with advertis-
ing: “Dear fellas: Your job consists 
of carrying a golf bag, telling your 
guy, ‘178 yards’ and collecting up 
to 10 percent of his earnings for 
doing very little. Quiet, please!”

Saving face
The Baltimore Orioles, citing 

safety reasons, have banned the 
budding tradition of smashing pies 
in teammates’ faces to celebrate 
big wins.
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