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Twittering is 
my latest fad

S.F.A. Community 
Health Center, 
Brazosport Regional 
help uninsured  find 
health coverage

WIN SUPERCROSS TICKETS

Yes, here we go again with another Bulletin FREE tickets Give-Away contest. 
Well, it’s not really a contest; More like a drawing. All you do is fill out this coupon 
and mail it in to us at: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516.

We plan to give away 4 admission tickets ($108 value) to Super-
rcross to at least 4 entrants.  Enter quickly. Winners will be ann-
lunced in the April 1 issue. One entry per reader, please. 
NAME__________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________
CITY________________________________(TX), (ZIP)___________________
PHONE_________________________________________________________
WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?_____________________________

Enjoy this exciting event for free 
on Saturday, April 14, 7 p.m. at 

Reliant Center in Houston

Stephen F. Austin Com-
munity Health Center and 
Brazosport Regional Health 
System are partnering to help 
uninsured people in the com-
munity find health insurance 
coverage. The last chance 
to enroll before penalties are 
incurred is March 31.

The Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act (PPACA) or otherwise 
known as the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) will impose penalties on 
those who choose not to buy health 
insurance. If people enroll in a health 
insurance plan by March 31, they 
won’t have to make the payment for 
going without coverage for any month 
before coverage begins.

 Finding health insurance can be a 
daunting task and sometimes seems 
impossible. 

However, Stephen F. Austin Com-
munity Health Center and Brazosport 
Regional have partnered to provide 
educational sessions about the Afford-
able Care Act requirements. The 
following are the dates, times, and 
places for the educational seminars:

Lake Jackson: Brazosport 
Regional Health System Educational 
Classrooms, 100 Medical Drive; 
Wednesday, March 12 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

 In addition, there will be a Health 
Insurance Enrollment Site with an 
enrollment specialist available from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday, and Saturday at 508-B 
This Way in Lake Jackson.

The office will be located next to 
the Brazosport Regional Urgent Care 
Center and will be open until Monday, 
March 31.

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Twitter is my new and improved 
toy.

I opened an account a while back 
and then let it sit for a while. That is 
usually how I 
approach new 
things. I let the 
curiosity build up 
and then tackle 
it.

My Twit-
ter handle is 
johntoth8. Pretty 
imaginative. 
johntoth1-7 were taken already. You 
are invited to follow me. I think so far I 
have three followers, and two of them 
are family.

I know I am a late-comer to this 

ROUNDABOUT

Affordable Care 
Act outreach
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John and Sharon Toth, 
Owners and Publishers

Since July 4, 1994
THE BULLETIN is distrib-

uted each Tuesday by J&S 
Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases to 
bulletin94@yahoo.com. Faxed or 
mailed announcements are no 
longer accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-5407. 
Advertising and news release 
deadline is 5 p.m.Tuesday.

Our 20th year of publishing!

HELP WANTED
Openings for counter 
clerk, cook. All shifts. 
Apply in person.

Red Top
Restaurant

Hwy. 36 North, Brazoria

Attn: Writers
We are always looking for writ-

ers! If you are interested in this 
freelance opportunity, please 
send a few samples of your work 
to: john.bulletin@gmail.com. All 
writers will be considered. Must 
have ability to send articles and 
photos via Internet and ability to 
handle assignments and also 
come up with story ideas.

DRINKING!? ME!? UH, WHY DO YOU ASK? A woman was arrested for 
drunken driving and taken to the police station in Readington Township, N.J., 
where she called a woman friend to come pick her up. The friend arrived 
there drunk, so police arrested her for drunk driving as well. They then called 
a man to pick them both up, and he was also arrested for drunk driving as 
soon as he arrived.

COULD THIS LEAD TO AN EXAMINATION OF THEIR COMPATIBIL-
ITY? While celebrating Christmas at their home in Richland County, S.C., a 
couple got into a discussion of the color scheme of their upcoming wedding. 
They were apparently unable to come to an agreement, so she stabbed him. 
He is O.K.

LUCKILY FOR YOU, BUT NOT FOR ME: Two women who live next door 
to each other in a Chicago apartment building got into a feud, because one 
of them can hear it through the walls when the other is having late-night 
company. She posted a note on the offender’s door saying, “I’d really appre-
ciate not having to hear every thrust and moan.” But, on a positive note, she 
added, “Luckily for me, it never lasts very long.”

PRETTY COOL PLAN, EH? Some young men pulled up to the home of 
a teenage girl in Anderson, S.C., and asked for directions, but then dragged 
her into the car and drove off. She later texted her grandmother that she had 
escaped her abductors. But authorities subsequently found that the girl, who 
had been under house arrest, staged the whole thing so she could spend 
some time with her friends.

THE PLACE WAS STARTING TO GIVE ME THE CREEPS: A deer 
wandered into a sporting goods store in Reading, Pa., and wandered near 
the hunting section, where customers wrestled it to the ground. It was later 
released into the wild.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK IT WAS ME? A man was arrested for the 
armed robbery of a Florida convenience store after he left his wallet at the 
scene of the crime.

NOW, I CAN MOVE ON: A woman went to the apartment of her ex-boy-
friend, where he was living with his new girlfriend in Deerfield Beach, Fla., 
and set fire to the front door. She said she did it “to get closure.”

DON’T TAKE THIS THE WRONG WAY: After an argument that lasted all 
day with his ex-girlfriend, a man jumped out of their car in frustration as it 
rolled through Gadsden, Ala. He was hospitalized.

NEXT TIME, TRY A CAB: A man who was high on marijuana tried to hail 
a police car to take him home in Rangiora, New Zealand. They drove past 
him, but stopped when they saw him make an obscene gesture at them. 
They turned around and arrested him for drug possession and unpaid fines.

Dow to place new state-of-the-art R&D facility in Freeport
As part of its ongoing com-

mitment to innovation, The Dow 
Chemical Company (NYSE: DOW) 
announced today that a new 
research and development (R&D) 
facility will be built in Lake Jackson, 
Texas, near its largest manufactur-
ing site in Freeport.

The Texas Innovation Center will 
house state-of-the-art laboratory 
facilities and technical expertise 
centers to enable ongoing inno-
vation that supports the com-
mercialization of solutions across 
the various high-growth end-use 
markets, such as food packaging, 
personal care and automotive.

“The Freeport site has long been 
an important research and develop-
ment location for Dow, providing 
breakthroughs that have paved the 
way for a more sustainable future,” 
said Andrew N. Liveris, Dow’s 
chairman and chief executive 
officer. “The enhanced capabilities 
at our new location will continue the 
tradition of R&D expertise in Texas 
by delivering leading edge technol-
ogy.”

The new center replaces several 

of the Company’s existing R&D 
facilities in Freeport, Texas. Upon 
completion in 2016, the Texas 
Innovation Center will be a global 
research and development hub of 
modern lab and office facilities for 
more than 2,000 people from Dow 
R&D, businesses, functions and 
manufacturing.

“The Texas Innovation Center will 
provide our world-class research-
ers and scientists with best-in-class 
tools and the collaborative space 
they need so we can continue 
to enable our customers with 
the innovations that the market 
demands,” said A.N. Sreeram, Dow 
corporate vice president of R&D. 
“It is key to maintaining this area 
as one of Dow’s global innovation 
hubs for research and develop-
ment.”

The Texas Innovation Center 

will be developed for Dow by Core 
Real Estate, LLC.

“In the next five years our site 
will see remarkable growth in 
manufacturing and the Texas 
Innovation Center will bolster our 
R&D operations on a long-term 
path forward as well,” said Earl 
Shipp, vice president of U.S. Gulf 
Coast Operations. “This is another 
example of Dow’s commitment 
to the Brazosport area, Brazoria 
County and the U.S. Gulf Coast.”

The Texas Operations site 
employs more than 12,000 people 
and has more than 65 manufac-
turing plants working together to 
produce 44 percent of Dow’s prod-
ucts sold in the United States and 
about 21 percent of the Company’s 
products sold globally. It is also 
home to one of the largest R&D 
centers in Dow.

The Alvin Community College Board of Regents announced at its board 
meeting held on February 27, 2014 that Dr. Rodney Allbright is stepping 
down as the longtime President of the College. 

Dr. Allbright, who became the College’s second President in 1976, served 
as the College’s President for 38 years. 

“The College is incredibly pleased for Dr. Allbright and we wish him well 
as he explores other professional opportunities.

His legacy as an educational leader in the Gulf Coast area is well estab-
lished.

We are immensely grateful for the many contributions he made during his 
nearly four decades of leadership,” said L.H. “Pete” Nash, Chairman of the 
Board of Regents.

“Because of Dr. Allbright’s stewardship, the Board of Regents believes the 
College is well-poised for the future,” added Mr. Nash.

ACC President Dr. Allbright stepping down
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed notices, but do 

not accept faxed notices or notices sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert them here for publication.

      Learning before birth
Q.  In what sense do we actually 

study our native tongue before we’re 
born?

A.  By the sixth month after con-
ception, microphone readings taken 
inside the uterus reveal that the 
fetus is responsive to sound and is 
exposed to the sound of its mother’s 
muffled voice, says David G. Myers 
in “Exploring Psychology:  Ninth 
Edition.”  All of us begin by hearing 
our culture’s native language, the 
sounds of which get transmitted by 

vibration through Mom’s body and 
to the developing embryo.  Even 
as newborns, we turn our heads in 
the direction of the human voice, 
preferring Mom’s voice to another 
woman’s or to Dad’s.  Understand-
ably, we also prefer hearing our 
mother’s language.  

And if Mom spoke two languages 
during pregnancy,  the fetus displays 
interest in both.  Just after birth, the 
melodic ups and downs of new-
borns’ cries “bear the tuneful signa-
ture” of their mother’s native tongue.  
Babies born to French-speaking 
mothers tend to cry with the rising 
intonation of French; babies born to 
German-speaking mothers cry with 
the falling tones of German.  “Would 
you have guessed?” Myers marvels.  
“The learning of language begins in 
the womb.”

        Why rooms spin
Q.  Drink a little alcohol, and you 

get a pleasant buzz, but beyond 
a certain point, you end up with a 
decidedly unpleasant sensation of 
the room spinning.  What, exactly, 
causes the spin?

A.  Your sense of balance comes 
partly from your inner ear – convo-
luted loops of tiny fluid-filled pipes 
lined with hair-like motion sensors, 
says Neil Shubin in “Your Inner Fish: 
A Journey into the 3.5-Billion-Year 

History of the Human Body.”  As you 
shift position, the fluid bends the 
hairs, generating nerve impulses 
that your brain deciphers as move-
ment.  At least, that’s how it’s sup-
posed to work.

Now add lots of alcohol to the 
bloodstream.  Alcohol, which is 
lighter than the normal inner-ear 
fluid, diffuses into the area, causing 
convective currents to flow and 
sending false motion signals to the 
brain, which concludes that you 
are spinning.  What’s more, your 
eyes reflexively twitch (usually left 
to right) – a dead giveaway for a 
drunk driver.  Then as you sober up, 
the alcohol diffuses back out of the 
inner ear, possibly causing spinning 
and eye twitching in the opposite 
direction.  

Oh, the indignities of a hangover! 
      Newton’s love poem
Q.  The great scientist Isaac 

Newton (1643-1727), formulator of 
“gravity,” never married, nor even 
had a romantic relationship of note, 
we are told.  So it takes a high flight 
of fancy to picture Newton falling 
in love and writing a poem to his 
beloved.  Just for fun, try to imagine 
“Newton’s Love Poem,” as did Ilya 
Yashin of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
writing in “Physics Today” maga-
zine.

A.  “The Moon, my dear, is in a 
constant fall.  It desperately tries 
to follow a straight line, but our 
massive Earth (not knowing it at 
all!) attracts it with a force I recently 
defined.

“The Moon, my dear, is always in 
a fall.  And so am I. And so, by God, 
am I.

“I’m in a constant fall in love with 
you.  I cannot leave my orbit, but 
even if I dared, you’d still attract 
me with a force proportional to your 
heart times mine over the distance 
squared.  I try to follow my drab 
life’s linear course, in which a vapid 
day succeeds a vapid day, but a 
relentless, sweet, infatuating force, 
though doing zero work, curves my 
soul’s flight your way.

“... Let’s break the laws and crash 
into each other!  Infinity’s the limit of 
our bliss as separation goes to zero.  
I would rather not live at all, than 
live without you, Miss.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com) 
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new gadget, but there are too many 
things popping up to keep up with all 
of them. 

Once I got on Facebook, I figured 
that was enough. I was able to 
reconnect with old friends and co-
workers. I was able to show every-
one all my dog pictures. It felt good.

Then a friend suggested Twitter. 
What does it do? Not another one, I 
protested. Just when I got Facebook 
down, now this.

You can still post dog pictures, but 
it’s a lot more than that.

It started to peak my interest 
during the Sochi Olympics. I saw 
information on there and photos that 
were shown in the mainstream media 
days later.

The Sochi stray dog killings 
became an instant must-follow. 
Some Olympians became famous 
on Twitter by how many strays they 
adopted.

Then, a week later, Russia’s Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin decided to invade 
neighboring Ukraine, and I started 
following those developments.

It was like a play-by-play on what 
was happening on the ground, where 
the troops were going, what the Kiev 
parliament was doing, how people in 
the affected areas reacted. Anyone 
with Internet access can post right 
from the scene for the whole world 
to see.

(Continued from Page 1)

Twittering is my latest fad, but it’s hard to keep up with latests gadgets
The Crimea and Ukraine inva-

sions are now big news, but Twitter 
gives you a broader view. However, 
it’s easy to stay on it all night as the 
situations unfold.

And there is a lot of junk that 
comes along with the good informa-
tion, but you quickly learn to filter all 
that out.

For example, a joker from Russia 
posted: “How do you sink an 
American Submarine? Knock on the 
hatch.” I replied: “How do you sink a 
Russian submarine? Make it nuclear. 
You know what is even funnier? 
There is no more USSR.”

Haven’t heard back from the 
fellow, but look forward to some more 
banter.

I also found out pretty quickly that 
Russians are very bad at propa-
ganda. They make stuff up, use 
pictures from elsewhere to make 
their point, crop photos to make it 
look like there is a huge crowd when 
actually there are only about a dozen 
people hanging around.

Their hot button words are Nazi, 
Jews, hooligans, Western agitators, 
to list a few. It is pretty predictable.

Note to Putin: Fire those guys. 
They are laughable. Then, see if 
some of the old USSR propagandists 
are still alive.

But all this Twitter involvement 
takes time. Good thing that bad 
weather set in again as the Ukraine 

invasion began, and I had nothing 
better to do than sit on Twitter.

The Russian stock market will 
crash tomorrow, one poster pre-
dicted. The next morning I looked to 
see what happened, and it lost 10% 
before the government stepped in to 
prop it up. There are some intelligent 
people on Twitter, as well as a bunch 
of clowns and awful propagandists.

A long time ago, I also started a 
Linked-In account, but that one is still 
sitting. I apologize to all of you who 
have linked me in and have recom-
mended me. My account is dormant 
right now, as it has been since I 
opened it.

I’m not ignoring all you Linked-
In people, though. You’re in my 
thoughts.

My daughter then brought up that 
she has an Instagram account. What 
is that?

It’s like Facebook, except you only 
post pictures and video, she said.

What a relief. I thought it was 
something I must have ... again. I’ll 
stick to Facebook when it comes to 
that. After all, how many pictures of 
my dogs does the world need?

Baby sea turtles’ journey tracked for the first time
By Kevin Spear
Orlando Sentinel (MCT)

ORLANDO, Fla. — UCF and 
coastal Floridians have been nursing 
baby sea turtles into the Atlantic 
Ocean for a long time and wondering: 
Where do they go, and what do they 
do in the deep blue?

Now a University of Central Florida 
biology professor has some answers, 
thanks to a tracking instrument about 
the size of a fig that cost $4,000 and 
was glued to the shells of 17 young 
sea turtles released in small groups 
from 2009 to 2011.

What Kate Mansfield and a team 
of other researchers have discovered 
is that little loggerheads may ease 
into a remote part of the ocean, the 
Sargasso Sea, where they can spend 
many years lounging, eating and 
growing up among floating piles of 
sargassum seaweed. Researchers 
had previously assumed the threat-

ened species rode the whirlpool that 
circles clockwise around the Atlantic.

“It turns out the turtle tracks are a 
lot more variable than just following 
this big doughnut around the ocean,” 
Mansfield said. “Sargassum provides 
them with refuge. The turtles are 
brown, and they blend really well with 
that habitat, and there are a number 
of little organisms (crabs and fish) 
that turtles might eat.”

There’s more than curiosity behind 
the effort to find out what loggerheads 
are doing early in a traveling life that 
can last more than a half-century and 
will include repeated visits to their 
birthplaces to lay their own eggs, but 
not until they have been away for 
more than 20 years.

Some of the most important 
beaches in the world for loggerhead 
nesting are along Florida.
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The Brazoria Lions Club will hold the Spring version of its semi-annual Garage 
Sale at the American Legion Hall and Pavilion on F.M. 521 across the street from 
Stewart’s Grocery in Brazoria, Texas. Set-up for the event will take place Wednes-
day and Thursday, March 19 and 20,  9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Donations for the sale will 
be accepted during this time – or sooner. 

This year, the sale features lots of apartment furniture and small electric appli-
ances, such as microwave ovens. The sale runs Friday, March 21, from 8 a.m. – 5 
p.m. through Saturday, March 22 from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. Volunteers wishing to help 
with the set up or sale will be welcomed. Proceeds of the event benefit the Brazoria 
Library and other Brazoria Lions Club community projects. For more information, 
call Lion Scotty McCaskill at (979) 798-7069. 

Brazoria Lions set semi-annual garage sale

Community College Petrochemical Initiative announces plans for the Houston Livestock Show 
The nine community colleges of the 

upper Texas Gulf Coast will have a 
major presence at the 2014 Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo March 
4-23 at Reliant Park.

Representatives from each college 
will be located at the ExxonMobil 
Community College Petrochemical 
Initiative (CCPI) exhibit in the foyer of 
Reliant Center, between Halls A and 
B, ready to discuss job and career 
opportunities in the petrochemical 
and construction trades fields and 
how to prepare for them.

The nine community colleges 
include Alvin Community College, 
Brazosport College, College of 

the Mainland, Galveston College, 
Houston Community College, Lee 
College, Lone Star College, San 
Jacinto College and Wharton County 
Junior College. Each is a member of 
the initiative, created through a grant 
from the ExxonMobil Foundation to 
help colleges find and train the next 
generation of skilled workers for the 
petrochemical industry.

“We are excited about this oppor-
tunity at the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo,” said Dr. John Bethschie-
der ACC Provost/Dean of Instruction 
and member of the ExxonMobil CCPI 
Steering Committee. “Rodeo officials 
are telling us that all attendance indi-

cators predict a record attendance at 
this year’s rodeo. Our hope is to have 
thousands of meaningful conversa-
tions with individuals interested in 
stable, well-paying and challenging 
jobs in the petrochemical industry.”

According to industry sources, 
petrochemical plants along the Texas 
Gulf Coast are spending more than 
$35 billion to expand facilities over 
the next decade. Those expansions, 
along with the retirement of existing 
workers, are expected to provide jobs 
for more than 50,000 skilled workers.

Visitors to the rodeo are encour-
aged to stop by the ExxonMobil 
CCPI booth to discuss jobs and 
job training, and view a “hands-on” 
demonstration from an in-demand 
career field. As an added incentive, 
ExxonMobil CCPI will be giving away 
an Apple iPad each day of the rodeo.

Gates open at 10 a.m. Participat-
ing colleges will rotate service at 

the rodeo according to the following 
schedule:

Alvin Community College: March 
18, 22;

Brazosport College: March 10, 20;
College of the Mainland: Mach 7, 

13;
Galveston College: March 6, 17;
Houston Community College: 

March 8, 15;
Lee College: March 12, 16;
Lone Star College: March 4, 11, 21;
San Jacinto College: March 5, 19;
Wharton County Jr. College: March 

9, 14;
For more information about the 

Initiative, call (281) 352-6540 or visit 
www.gulfcoastcc.org.
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This isn’t going to hurt. We’ll just glue that wound together
By Marie McCullough
The Philadelphia Inquirer (MCT)

PHILADELPHIA — Over the years, 
chemists have figured out how to 
make glues that stick to practically 
every material known to humans.

Nowadays, that includes every 
material known to make up humans.

One of the latest adhesives for use 
in the body, TissuGlu, aims to elimi-
nate the need for fluid drains after 
reconstructive surgeries, such as 
tummy tucks or mastectomies. The 
Pittsburgh developers already have 
gotten it approved in Europe.

Another novel stickum may vastly 
improve surgeons’ ability to repair 
congenital holes in newborns’ hearts. 
The developer, Gecko Biomedical, 
has successfully tested the glue in 
animals.

“Now we have an adhesive that 
can be placed in the most challenging 
environment in the body — the beat-
ing heart,” said company cofounder 
Jeffrey Karp, a biomedical engineer 
at Brigham & Women’s Hospital in 
Boston.

Gluing or caulking skin, blood ves-

sels, eyes, bones, and other organs 
may sound like science fiction, but it 
has become as standard as stitches 
and staples. Analysts valued the 
global market for tissue adhesives 
and sealants at $3.1 billion in 2012.

That’s sure to grow, experts say, 
driven by pressures to speed up 
patients’ recoveries and make surger-
ies less invasive.

The field of medical adhesives is 
young. The first one approved in the 
United States under modern device 
regulation was Dermabond, in 1998. 
(Many more have been approved in 
Europe, where the regulatory bar is 
lower.)

University of Pennsylvania emer-
gency medicine physician Judd Hol-
lander helped lead the clinical studies 
that proved Dermabond — made of 
cyanoacrylate, just like Krazy Glue 
— can safely handle uncomplicated 
cuts.

“If a kid has a simple laceration 
where the edges of the skin come 
together,” Hollander said, “it’s mean 
to use sutures.”

Sutures — thread or wire sewn 

into the flesh — are a venerable way 
to manage cuts and incisions. They 
can withstand stretching and twisting, 
so the healing tissue rarely pulls 
apart. Absorbable threads don’t even 
require removal.

However, sutures involve anes-
thesia, needle punctures, and a 
high risk of infection. Applying them, 
especially in inaccessible areas of the 
body, takes skill, and they may not be 
adequate in blood vessels or organs 
that leak blood or air.

Sticky stuff can overcome these 
drawbacks. The Food and Drug 
Administration has approved about 
10 product classes.

Cyanoacrylate, which gradually 
sloughs off the healing skin, now is 
used on a quarter of all lacerations 
in emergency departments, said 
John Quinn, a Stanford University 
emergency-medicine physician and 
adhesive-industry consultant.

The compound generally can’t be 
used inside the body because it sets 
off inflammation. But it’s so safe on 
the skin that it is sold as over-the-
counter “liquid bandages.”
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Johns Hopkins doctors 
remove baby’s brain 
tumor containing teeth
By Andrea K. Walker
The Baltimore Sun (MCT)

BALTIMORE—Doctors at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital have removed a rare tumor that contained 
several fully grown teeth from a baby boy’s brain.

The tumor was found in the then-4-month-old 
from West Virginia in 2012 after a pediatrician 
noticed that his head was unusually large for his 
age.

Doctors wrote about the findings in an article that 
appeared this week in the New England Journal 
of Medicine. The discovery could someday help 
researchers trying to cure diseases or grow new 
organs, medical experts said.

“It gives us more insight into the origins of the 
tumor,” said Dr. Edward Ahn, a pediatric neurosur-
geon at Johns Hopkins who was the lead surgeon 
in the case.

The tumor found in the child was a craniopharyn-
gioma, a rare mass found mostly in young children 
that can press up against the pituitary gland and 
optic nerve and cause pressure in the brain, 
according to the National Institutes of Health.

Only five other cases in medical literature found 
teeth in these types of tumors, Ahn said.

Teeth are more commonly found in another kind 
of tumor, teratomas. Doctors have found many 
bodily structures, including fingers and even par-
tially formed humans, in teratomas because their 
cells have the ability to form any kind of cell type 
or organ system within the tumor mass, said Dr. 
James T. Rutka, a pediatric neurosurgeon and chair 
of the University of Toronto’s department of surgery 
who was not involved in the Maryland case.

“If they are absolutely certain this is a craniopha-
ryngioma, it would be way less common” to have 
teeth or any body part, said Rutka, the editor-in-
chief of the Journal of Neurosurgery and a past 
president of the American Association of Neurologi-
cal Surgeons.

The baby’s mother, who did not want to be identi-
fied to protect her family’s privacy, said in an inter-
view that she took her son to the pediatrician for 
a stuffy nose in 2012. Doctors discovered that the 
boy’s head had grown significantly from two weeks 
before when it was measured during a routine visit.

An ultrasound and CT scan revealed the mas-
sive tumor, which doctors said they had to remove 
through surgery.

“The tumor was very large and the baby was so 
small,” Ahn said. “To do this type of surgery on a 
4-month-old baby is extremely risky, but something 
we had to do right away.”

The baby’s mother said: “It was absolutely 
terrifying. It is the scariest thing I have ever gone 
through.”

Until the surgery, doctors didn’t know what kind 
of tumor had grown on the child’s brain.
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By Steve Alexander
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (MCT)

PCs with Windows XP will become 
sitting ducks for hackers when Micro-
soft stops providing security updates 
in April. This has raised questions 
for many readers, because XP is 
still used by nearly 29 percent of 
PCs, according to research firm Net 
Applications.

QUESTION: What would you 
recommend for those of us still using 
Windows XP?

—Pam Hudgens, San Luis Obispo, 
Calif.

ANSWER: You need a newer 
operating system, and your choices 
from Microsoft are Windows Vista, 
Windows 7 or Windows 8. I recom-
mend Windows 7, which is still used 
by 47.5 percent of PCs. Windows 8 
(used by 10.6 percent) is radically 
different from Windows XP and not a 
good choice for you.

But your Windows XP PC is too old 
to be upgraded to Windows 7. I sug-
gest you buy a new PC with Windows 
7 from Acer, Gateway or Dell.

Alternatively, you could buy a 
“Windows 8 Pro” PC that comes with 

“downgrade rights,” meaning that 
you are allowed to install Windows 7 
instead. Pay a computer shop to do 
the complicated downgrade.

Q: You’ve been encouraging 
owners of Windows XP PCs to buy 
Windows 7 PCs. But will the older 
programs I use, such as Quicken 
Basic 2005 and Microsoft Office 
2003, work on Windows 7? Also, how 
can I move my Outlook emails and 
Mozilla Firefox bookmarks to a new 
PC? Should I buy a notebook or a 
desktop PC?

—Larry Snow, Eden Prairie, Minn.
A: Your Quicken Basic 2005 pro-

gram is unlikely to work on Windows 
7, but you should be able to use a 
flash drive to transfer its data files to 
a new version of Quicken on a new 
PC.

Office 2003 is compatible with 
Windows 7, and its Outlook files can 
also be copied to a flash drive and 
moved to a new PC. EHow.com has 
a step-by-step explanation at http:
//tinyurl.com/l73qet8.

You can move your Firefox 
bookmarks by storing them in a free 
Firefox cloud storage service that can 

be accessed by old and new PCs. 
Firefox explains how on its help site, 
at http://tinyurl.com/czzmkcb.

Either a notebook or desktop PC is 
acceptable.

Q: Can I continue to get Microsoft 
security updates if I use my free 
upgrade CD to install Windows Vista 
Home Premium on my Windows XP 

computer? Will Vista cause problems 
on my 7-year-old PC?

—Arliss Gadbaw, Orono, Minn.
A: Upgrading to Vista Home 

Premium will enable you to receive 
Microsoft security updates until April 
2017.

How well Vista runs will depend 
on how much RAM (random access 

memory) your PC has. If your PC has 
1 gigabyte of RAM, it can just barely 
run Windows Vista and would slow 
down if you try to watch videos or edit 
photos. If your PC has 2 gigabytes 
of RAM, Vista should run without 
problems. You can find out how much 
RAM your PC has by going to Control 
Panel and clicking on “System.”

Tech Q&A: Lack of security updates for Windows XP in April will leave those computers vulnerable

By Paresh Dave and Stacey Leasca
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

An Army private who wrote on Instagram that she was “hiding” in her car to 
avoid an end-of-day flag salute is the latest soldier to face possible punishment 
over what the military has called distasteful social media posts.

Pfc. Tariqka Sheffey of Fort Carson in Colorado posted a selfie, with a cap-
tion that read:

“This is me laying back in my car hiding so I don’t have to salute the 1700 
flag, keep all your ‘thats so disrespectful/howrude/etc.’ comments to yourself 
cuz, right now, IDGAFFFF,” the last string of letters referring to “I don’t give a 
(expletive).”

Fort Carson officials said Wednesday that they are aware of the photo 
and investigating after the image began circulating on Tuesday and was first 
reported by the Army Times.

Last week, a National Guard funeral honors team member in Wisconsin was 
suspended after Instagram posts of her making light of military funerals started 
spreading.

In Washington, an Air Force staff sergeant became the subject of investiga-
tion after she saw one of her Facebook photos go viral online. The photo shows 
her sticking her tongue into the mouth of the soldier silhouette on the prisoner-
of-war/missing-in-action logo.

In all three cases this month, the main soldier in question has been a black 
female, prompting some commenters to wonder whether such soldiers are 
being targeted.

The soldiers have been bombarded with comments of disgust, though some 
have come to Sheffey’s defense and said ditching flag salutes is common.

Military officials have said they would make clear to soldiers that they must 
watch what they post online.

Army probing Instagram of 
soldier ‘hiding’ to avoid flag salute
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Look for us on 
Facebook

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are at 
Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. 
Why not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care? 
Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the 
pet population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill 
out an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

March 10: ON THIS DATE in 1969, 
James Earl Ray pleaded guilty in 
Memphis, Tenn., to the assassination 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Ray later 
repudiated that plea, maintaining 
innocence until his death in 1998. In 
2011, an 8.9-magnitude earthquake 
and devastating tsunami struck north-
ern Japan, resulting in nearly 20,000 
deaths and radiation leaks.

March 11: ON THIS DATE in 537, 
the Goths laid siege to Rome. In 
1958, a U.S. Air Force B-47 bomber 
accidentally dropped an atomic bomb 
near Florence, S.C. The device did not 
go off because of its safety features.

March 12: ON THIS DATE in 1912, 
Juliette Gordon Low founded the Girl 
Guides, which later became the Girl 
Scouts of America. In 1933, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt delivered the 
first of his radio “fireside chats.”

March 13: ON THIS DATE in 1868, 
the impeachment trial of President 
Andrew Johnson began in the U.S. 
Senate; he was eventually acquitted 
by one vote. In 1925, a law went into 
effect in Tennessee prohibiting the 
teaching of evolution.

March 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1939, the Republic of Czechoslovakia 
was dissolved, opening the way for 
Nazi occupation. In 1964, a jury in 
Dallas found nightclub owner Jack 
Ruby guilty of murdering Lee Harvey 
Oswald, the accused assassin of 
President Kennedy.

March 15: ON THIS DATE in 44 
B.C., a group of nobles that included 
former ally Brutus assassinated 
Roman dictator Julius Caesar. In 
1964, actress Elizabeth Taylor married 
actor Richard Burton in Montreal.

March 16: ON THIS DATE in 1836, 
the Republic of Texas approved a 
constitution. In 1968, during the Viet-
nam War, the My Lai Massacre was 
carried out by U.S. troops under the 
command of Lt. William Calley Jr.

Answer to last week’s question: 
This week in 1953, Nikita Khrushchev 
muscled out Georgi Malenkov as first 
secretary of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union though Malenkov 
remained premier for two more years.

This week’s question: In 1973, in 
a reference to the Watergate cover-up, 
who told President Nixon, “There is a 
cancer growing on the presidency.”?

Do your research and then make the best choices in the pet food aisle
By Danielle Braff
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

There are many different choices 
of food at the pet store, and short of 
sampling them yourself, you’re going 
to have to rely on your pet’s feedback 
to learn whether or not the food is 
appealing. But because pets can’t fill 
out a review, we grilled veterinarians 
to learn what you should be looking 
at when shopping for cat and dog 
food to make the best decision.

Don’t assume that your pet is sick. 
“The average dog is a happy, healthy 
dog,” said Donna Solomon, a vet 
with the Animal Medical Center of 
Chicago. Too many pet store foods 
carry a notion that the dog is ill, and 
owners mistakenly think they should 
be buying food catered toward their 
sick dog. “They are creating a little 
bit of havoc in the world,” she said, 
recommending that unless a vet says 
otherwise, you stick with food for a 
normal dog or cat diet.

Price doesn’t matter. “Observe 
how your pet does on a particular 
diet,” said Kurt Gallagher, director of 
communications and export develop-
ment for the Pet Food Institute in 
Washington. “Some might do well on 
an economy brand, but some might 
do well on midrange, and some might 
do well on a specific product. There 
are a lot of different options.”

Be careful with homemade food 
and treats. Be sure to check out the 

safety of the ingredients before feed-
ing it to your pet.

One Chicago-area store was 
selling homemade dog treats with 
garlic inside, which can be bad for 
some dogs, said Michael Marmesh, a 
veterinarian with the Coconut Grove 
Animal Clinic in Miami. “It can make 
them anemic by damaging their red 
blood cells,” he said.

Stay away from food with too many 
ingredients. The food should have 
a good protein source and a few 
ingredients — and that’s it, Solomon 
said. It should be simple.

Protein content. For cats, you want 
the protein content to be 40 to 50 per-
cent, Solomon said. “The first word 
should be protein,” she said. For 
dogs, the protein content should be 
in the mid-30s, so the first word of the 
dog food could be a carbohydrate or 
a grain, but the second word should 
be a protein.

Check the label. “The first, but cer-
tainly not the only, thing pet owners 
should be looking for on a bag or can 
of pet food is an AAFCO statement,” 
said Dan Sanchez, veterinarian and 
co-owner of the South Loop Animal 
Hospital. The AAFCO (Association of 
American Feed Control Officials) is 
the organization that defines ingredi-
ents and official nutritional terms and 
determines the protocols by which 
pet foods are tested.

Allergies. The No. 1 allergy in 

dogs is beef, followed by milk and 
then soy, so if you’re worried about 
allergies, you may want to look for 
foods that avoid those, said Kenneth 
Snyder, veterinarian with The Visiting 
Vet in Miami.

Premium dog food. These have 
higher caloric density than nonpre-
mium dog food, and the higher the 
caloric density, the less the dog has 
to eat to maintain metabolic function, 
Snyder said. “If you eat less, you 
poop less,” he said. “It’s a good thing 

if you’re someone who doesn’t like 
poop. That’s why they were made.”

Changing food. If you want to 
change your pet’s food, don’t do 
it abruptly, Snyder said. “Imagine 
you’ve been fed steak your whole 
life, and somebody ways, ‘I’m going 
to give you meatloaf.’ You’re going 
to say, ‘Where’s my steak?’” So put 
the new food next to the old food and 
let the animal get used to it slowly, 
buying a small quantity to make sure 
it passes the test.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

God always has a reason for us here on Earth
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m old and sick and stuck in a nursing home now, and I don’t under-
stand why God even keeps me alive. I’m tired of living, and I want to go to 
Heaven - the sooner the better. Is it wrong for me to ask God to take me? 
- Mrs. E.K.

A: The older we get, the closer we get to Heaven, if our faith is in Christ 
and His promises. And the closer we get to Heaven, the more we’ll want to 
go there - particularly when life’s burdens press down upon us. The Apostle 
Paul declared, “I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far.” 
(Philippians 1:23).

Don’t feel guilty, then, about asking the Lord to take you to Heaven. But 
don’t make that your only prayer! As long as we’re on this earth, God has His 
reasons for keeping us here, and we should ask Him to show us what they 
are. The Bible says, “The righteous will flourish. ... They will still bear fruit in 
old age” (Psalm 92: 12, 14).

No, you may not be able to do everything you once did, and you may find 
that frustrating; I sometimes do. But God isn’t finished with us until He takes 
us home. I often think, for example, of the countless people who have prayed 
for our ministry over the years (and continue to do so). Many were elderly and 
infirm, but countless thousands have come to Christ because of their prayers.

In addition, ask God to help you be a witness of Christ’s love and peace 
to those around you. The Bible says, “We have put our hope in the living 
God, who is the Savior of all people, and especially of those who believe” (1 
Timothy 4:10).

Churches, religious groups embrace ‘Son of God’ movie screenings
By Daniel Miller
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Each week, thousands of Chris-
tians gather for prayer and discussion 
at Liberty University’s cavernous 
Vines Center in Lynchburg, Va.

One Monday morning in January, 
they listened to husband-and-wife 
film producing team Mark Burnett and 
Roma Downey pitch their new movie, 
“Son of God.”

About 10,000 students and faculty 
members watched as the pair behind 
the hit History channel miniseries 
“The Bible” showed clips from the film 
and discussed its religious signifi-
cance.

“Yes, it is a movie, but it is more 
than a movie,” Burnett told the Los 
Angeles Times. “This is an evangeliz-
ing tool.”

The Jan. 20 visit was part of a 
months-long campaign that saw 
Burnett and Downey visit more than 
30 religious organizations to promote 
their film, which is being distributed 
by 20th Century Fox and premieres 
on 3,254 screens nationwide Friday.

“They’ve been on the road 
seemingly for months,” said Chris 
Aronson, president of domestic 
distribution for 20th Century Fox. “It 
is really a remarkable achievement, 
what they’ve been able to do with 
their tenacity and dedication to the 
project.”

Indeed, the effort appears to be 
paying dividends.

Across the country, churches 

and other groups have rented out 
multiplexes where “Son of God” will 
be shown, free of charge, to their 
parishioners. Other organizations 
have bought tickets by the thousands 
and donated them to churches to 
disseminate to their flocks.

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles is giving away 8,000 
tickets donated by an anonymous 
individual. 

The megachurches of high-profile 
pastors Rick Warren and Joel Osteen 
are also distributing free tickets.

Burnett is the successful producer 
of the hit television series “Survivor,” 
“The Apprentice” and “The Voice,” 
among others. Downey is best known 
as the co-star of the long-running 
faith-based TV program “Touched by 
an Angel.”

Their efforts could lead to a sizable 
opening weekend for the movie, 
which tells the story of the life of 
Jesus Christ and is culled from foot-
age shot for last March’s “The Bible.”

It is also the first film to be released 
in what Rentrak box-office analyst 
Paul Dergarabedian has termed “the 
year of the Biblical movie.” 

Paramount Pictures’ “Noah” will 
open March 28, and 20th Century 
Fox’s “Exodus” comes out Dec. 12.

If the pictures are successful, Der-
garabedian believes, “this could be 
an untapped marketplace that could 
provide dividends for years to come.”

Financed by Burnett and Downey’s 
Lightworkers Media and Hearst 

Entertainment & Syndication, “Son of 
God” is expected to gross $15 million 
to $25 million, according to those 
who have seen pre-release audience 
surveys.

An opening in that range would 
put the film far off the pace of 2004’s 
“The Passion of the Christ,” which 
had a domestic debut of $83.4 million 
and went on to gross $611.9 million 
worldwide.

But executives at Christian 
organizations said that the outreach 
done by Burnett and Downey and the 
ambitious preselling of tickets — hun-
dreds of thousands have been sold 
— exceed efforts made to promote 
“The Passion” a decade ago.

Compassion International, a Chris-
tian relief group, didn’t mount a ticket 
giveaway for “The Passion” but is 
doing so for “Son of God” — and in a 
major way. The group has purchased 
225,000 tickets to screenings in 40 
cities. 

The tickets are being donated 
to churches, which are distributing 
them.

“Everything we do is about Christ, 
and we feel like this was a perfect 
opportunity for us to further the mes-
sage of our savior,” said Tim Glenn, 
communications director for Compas-
sion International, which sponsors 
needy children around the world.

“Son of God” was born out of the 
10-hour “The Bible” miniseries. Bur-
nett said that early on in the filming 
of the TV program, he and Downey 

were reviewing dailies and were 
astounded by the footage.

“Roma said to me, ‘This is so 
good, we should be making a big fea-
ture film,’” Burnett said. “We decided 
we could, so we did.”

Once the decision was made, Bur-
nett said, the production was beefed 
up to include some cinematic shots 
— including some requiring a helicop-

ter — that would lend themselves to a 
feature of epic proportions.

 The film, budgeted at an estimated 
$22 million, includes footage that was 
used in “The Bible” as well as other 
material that was shot while making 
the miniseries but not previously 
aired.

 Oscar-winning composer Hans 
Zimmer provided the score.

Jesus (Diego Morgado) greets his followers in “Son of God.” (Courtesy Casey Crafford/MCT)
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Brazosport College has a number of organizations for students to become 
involved with. The school’s newest organization, however, is not only for the 
students, it also benefits the community.

The Habitat at BC campus organization kicked off this past October and is 
focused on community service projects. The campus chapter is a student-led 
and student-initiated organization, and partners with Habitat for Humanity of 
Southern Brazoria County to help build and repair homes through no-profit, no-
interest mortgage loans or innovative financing methods.

The idea of a Habitat for Humanity chapter at Brazosport College is the 
brainchild of BC student Lanie Smircic.

“I wanted to start a new campus organization that involved community 
service, and BC’s Student Life Coordinator Kelli Forde mentioned to me that 
Habitat was interested in starting a campus chapter,” Smircic said. “It was from 
that conversation that Habitat at BC was born.”

Since its start, Habitat at BC volunteers have participated in three home 
builds and plan to attend many more.

“Habitat at BC provides students a means to get involved outside of the 
classroom with a nationally known organization,” Smircic said. “They get to 
experience community service and understand how it makes a positive impact 
on our community.”

The Habitat at BC chapter has four primary functions, which include building, 
fundraising, advocating and educating others about the mission of Habitat for 
Humanity International.

The BC chapter also will be traveling to Corpus Christi to participate in Habi-
tat for Humanity’s alternative spring break program, the Collegiate Challenge. 
During this trip, students will partner with Habitat for Humanity of Corpus Christi 
on a home build.

To learn more about Habitat at Brazosport College, contact Smircic at 
lsmircic8048@brazosport.edu.

BC Habitat for Humanity chapter 
stresses community involvement

Keep Texas Beautiful and the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) 
Don’t mess with Texas program are inviting students across the state to get cre-
ative about litter prevention. In an effort to promote positive litter habits among 
young Texans, the organizations partnered to launch the first Don’t mess with 
Texas Elementary School Art Contest.

More information is available at www.DontMesswithTexas.org.
All student winners will be showcased on the Don’t mess with Texas and 

Keep Texas Beautiful websites and at the 2014 Keep Texas Beautiful Annual 
Conference.

The Don’t mess with Texas Elementary School Art Contest began on Feb. 20, 
2014, and all entries must be submitted by April 18, 2014. It is open to all Texas 
elementary school students enrolled in kindergarten through 5th grade. 

The contest is sponsored by H-E-B and Central Market, and students can 
submit artwork that promotes the Don’t mess with Texas and/or Keep Texas 
Beautiful litter prevention slogans in order to encourage the protection of our 
Texas roadways and environment.

The purpose of the contest is to encourage our future leaders to not litter and 
keep Texas beautiful. 

Students who create the top 12 winning designs will have their artwork 
assigned to a month and placed in the 2015 Don’t mess with Texas Calendar. 
Each will also win an ASUS MeMO Pad HD 7 tablet donated by H-E-B and 
Central Market. One student winner’s artwork, chosen from the 12 winning 
designs, will be featured on the calendar cover. 

Teachers representing students who produce the top 12 designs will win a 
$100 H-E-B and Central Market gift card. 

“We know that litter habits start early,” said Cathie Gail, Executive Director, 
Keep Texas Beautiful. “This contest is a fun way to celebrate the creativity of 
our state’s next generation of leaders, while encouraging positive habits at a 
young age and preservation of our highways and environment.”

Litter prevention art contest deadline April 18
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Crossword Clues
Across
1 Babbling waterway
6 Pillow covers
11 Healthful facility
14 Nocturnal primate with a ringed 
tail
15 Squiggle in “pi-ata”
16 Make a mistake
17 *1972 hit with the line “The day 
the music died”

19 Feel sick
20 Sharp turn
21 Auction cry
22 “I’m innocent!”
24 Pennsylvanie, par exemple
26 *County fair prize
29 Receding tide
31 On edge
32 Sambuca flavoring
35 Place for a polar bear
37 Street shaders

40 *Home-based business
43 __ II razor
44 Tells in a bad way
45 Biblical beasts
46 Blue gem, for short
48 “I __ you one”
49 *Beef-braised-with-tomatoes dish
53 Jones with a locker
57 Cagney’s TV partner
58 Spring bloomer
60 Go head-to-head
61 Prefix for the birds
62 Green Bay Packer fans ... and a 
hint to the answers to starred clues
66 Pince-__ glasses
67 Prefix meaning “sun”
68 Krupp Works city
69 Afternoon ora
70 Bagel flavoring
71 “Star Wars” surname?

Down
1 Burn brightly
2 Send a money order, say
3 Alpha’s opposite
4 “__ Man in Havana”: Graham 
Greene novel
5 Barbra’s “A Star Is Born” co-star
6 Delay on purpose
7 Many an Indian, religiously
8 The Eiger, e.g.
9 Start of the 16th century
10 Greeted and seated
11 Vehicle safety devices
12 First-class
13 Former senator Specter
18 __ salad
23 Excessively preoccupied
25 Precedent setter
27 Boarding school jackets
28 Bassoon vibrator
30 “But I don’t wanna __ pirate!”: 
“Seinfeld”
32 Do some film work
33 Partner of neither
34 Highlight in print, in a way
35 Banquet
36 Put a match to
38 G.I. grub
39 Part of TBS: Abbr.
41 Pinot __
42 Detroit labor org.
47 Film with a classic shower scene
48 Sooner State migrant
49 Bias
50 Have second thoughts
51 Five-letter song refrain
52 Felonious fire
54 Salt’s “Halt!”
55 Audio counterpart
56 Like “Will you marry me?” ques-
tionwise
59 Storage building
63 Clucker
64 Yale alum
65 Suffix with Brooklyn
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
MOLE  MULE  MINK  MOOSE  MOUSE  MUSKRAT  MONGOOSE

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: EJECT  FINAL  DEFAME  SNUGLY
Answer: Given a “chance,” they are opposite but the same -- SLIM AND FAT

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                            By Rick Brooks

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Actions 
speak louder than words. You may put 
too much emphasis on appearances 
and charm this week, when it’s what you 
actually do that concerns people the 
most. Performing a kind act for someone 
will get you further than meaningless 

sweet-talk.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Don’t pick 

favorites. To satisfactorily strike a com-
promise in the week ahead, you must 
find a solution that benefits everyone 
equally. Beware of those who may try to 
buddy up to you just to get a bigger slice 
of the pie.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t 
jump to conclusions. When a situation 
may have those around you ready to 
take immediate action this week, it 
may be wiser to adopt a wait-and-see 
approach. Don’t allow uncertainty and 
fear to spur a poor decision. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): There 

are two sides to every story. Don’t 
accept someone’s viewpoint as gospel 
simply because that was the one you 
heard first. Make sure you have all the 
facts at your disposal before reaching 
any conclusions in the week ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Accentuate 
the positive. Make an effort to focus 
on the good things going on in your 
life during the coming week. Being 
optimistic will make you more appealing 
to others and soon you’ll find the dice 
rolling in your favor.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): There’s 
no shame in taking a short-cut. You 
shouldn’t wear yourself out in the 
upcoming week when you can achieve 
your goals with minimal effort. Use free 
time to socialize and share ideas with 
those around you. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Enjoy tea 
for two. While you may not be ready to 
declare someone your soul mate, you 
can spend a pleasant afternoon in the 
week ahead with a person you’re proud 
to call a friend. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Good 
friends don’t cost a thing. With that in 
mind, you’d be well served by spending 
the day with your inner circle of close 

pals rather than going on a shopping 
spree. The best way to spend money 
this week is to not spend it at all. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Make sure that the only toes you’re 
standing on are your own. You may be 
able to accomplish your goals with ease, 
but in doing so you may infringe upon 
someone else’s territory. Think things 
over before taking action in the week 
ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Change your perspective. You may be 
too close to a matter to see things objec-
tively, so it may be in your best interest 
to get some distance so you can look 
at the situation from a different angle. 
Ignore unfounded suspicions this week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The 
only thing to fear is fear itself. In the 
week ahead, you may find that your 
doubts are the only thing holding back 
your progress. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Ignoring 
a problem won’t make it go away. In 
fact, the longer you leave a situation to 
fester on its own, the worse it will get. In 
the week ahead, take immediate action 
to set things right before they get out of 
hand.

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                             By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                               By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                       By Russel Myers
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