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I didn’t know that politicians can 
be dishonest. That’s a new one on 
me. Really? 

Welcome to the world 
of politics. Mr. Trump. 
And while you have had 
quite a bit of success so 
far, apparently, political 
dirty tricks may have 
caught you off-guard in 
Iowa. Well, there’s more 
where that came from. 
You see, national political 

campaigns have been full of dirty 
tricks for a very long time.

RAMBLINGS

Political dirty tricks

(Continued on Page 8)

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Donald Trump has been 
expressing outrage that 
Sen. Ted Cruz’s people 
went into Iowa caucus sites 
and spread a false rumor 
that Dr. Ben Carson just 
quit the presidential race.

“These are dishon-
est people, these 
politicians,” Trump said. 
“These are worse than 
real-estate people in New York, 
I’m telling you. No, no, these are 
truly dishonest people.”

Spring is springing

Texas wildflowers are coming, along with Spring 
Break, so get ready to have fun and enjoy the 
beautiful Texas landscape again. See Page 6 to get 
a wildflower update from a Hill Country expert.

FREE
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IT MUST BE THE ‘SNOW’: Police pulled over a 73-year-old man in 
Seattle for driving with the headlights off. While the officer was back in his 
cruiser to check out his license and registration, the guy took the oppor-
tunity to snort cocaine while he was waiting. The cop returned to find the 
guy’s face covered with white powder.

A FULL MOON?:  A 55-year-old woman charged her neighbor’s home 
in Penn Forest Township, Pa., brandishing a garden hoe and threatening 
to kill the neighbor and her entire family. State police said that, during the 
tirade, the woman “exposed her bare backside” to the victim.

 LIFE IN THE FAST LANE: A police officer, who pulled over a man for 
driving 110 miles an hour in Naples, Fla., discovered that the guy was 
drunk, undressed, and had three women in his car.

HOW DO YOU KNOW MY NAME, OFFICER? Police viewed the sur-
veillance tape of a man breaking into a cab company in Latrobe, Pa., and 
saw that the burglar was wearing a sweatshirt with his first name stenciled 
on it. He was arrested.

 SHE WAS DRUNK, BUT WHAT THE COPS’ EXCUSE?: A woman was 
arrested for drunk driving after she crashed her car in Somerset Township, 
Pa. She was booked and released, and then crashed into a parked car an 
hour later.

YOU KNOW, YOU COULD ALWAYS CALL IN SICK: A contractor who 
had spent the night drinking with his friend in Dublin did not wish to go to 
work the next day, so he paid his friend to call in a phony terrorist bomb 
threat, preventing some 4,000 people from getting to their jobs. The guy 
who made the call got caught, and he immediately ratted out his friend.

JEEPERS CREEPERS! A man, who hid under a grate in a sidewalk in 
Kobe, Japan, so he could look up women’s skirts, was caught when his 
hair became entangled in the grate and people heard his cries. He had 
been arrested for this before.

IF ONLY THERE WERE SOME DEVICES THAT COULD BE USED 
TO DOUSE THE FLAMES: An 18-wheeler, tooling down Interstate 10 in 
Ocean Springs, Miss., was hauling a load of fire extinguishers when it 
crashed and caught fire.

BREAKFAST IS THE MOST IMPORTANT MEAL: A woman was 
arrested for driving while eating a bowl of cereal on Interstate 79 in 
Columbus, Ohio.

ALL BETS ARE OFF: A prison inmate sued USA Today, because the 
newspaper stopped printing the Las Vegas betting odds, ruining his illegal 
jailhouse gambling operation. Case was dismissed, but the bookie is still 
incarcerated.

Scott Rogers, M.D., of Angleton, right, sings and plays the guitar, 
and he gave of his time and talent recently to present a show for the 
Columbia Historical Museum in West Columbia.  Dr. Rogers performed 
his favorite folk songs to those gathered at the Rosenwald School. 
Pictured with him is Naomi Smith, museum board member.

Dr. Rogers entertains museum crowdWhy does it hurt so much to step on a Lego block?
Many parents all over the world 

who have given their kids Lego 
blocks as presents, have also 
cursed them after stepping on them 
with bare feet (on the blocks, not 
the kids.)

Scientists have finally explained 
exactly why it hurts so much to 
step on a Lego block, according to 

The Daily Mirror, “Britain’s brightest 
tabloid newspaper.”

While none of this will lessen the 
pain, here is why.

Lego is made out of ABS plastic - 
three types of material combined to 
give the bricks strength, resistance 
and shininess.

But all those qualities we look for 

in our Lego combine to make a very 
strong toy that doesn’t give way 
under pressure.

This means that when we acci-
dentally step on them, the force of 
our weight concentrates itself on the 
point of contact - which is usually a 
really sharp edge.

Even if we step on the whole of 
the top surface of the brick, it still 
hurts a whole lot.

The bottom of our foot can have 
over 200,000 sensory receptors 
and, because the Lego doesn’t give 
way when we step on it, it instead 
forces the pressure of your weight 
back up into your foot, causing pain.

The moral of the story is try to 
keep your Lego bricks off the floor, 
because it REALLY hurts when you 
step on one of them.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Pets and technology
Q. You may not be a dog-whis-

perer, but how is technology aiding 
in the care of your canine compan-
ion?

A. A “Fitbit for dogs” named Whis-
tle is a round collar tag that uses an 
accelerometer to track “how much 
exercise a dog should get based on 
its breed, age and size and allows 
owners to track medication and log 
meals.”  All data are then sent to a 
smartphone app, says Ellen Lee in 
“IEEE Spectrum” magazine.  For 
example, the owners of 3-month-
old puppy, Sara, were warned 

that she had exceeded her target 
exercise by 30 minutes, and had 
they acted immediately, they might 
have averted a messy cleanup from 
Sara tearing apart her pee pad and 
ripping up her bed.  

In another case, Whistle indicated 
that a dog was unusually sluggish, 
whereupon a visit to the vet let the 
owner know that her dog had been 
bitten by a snake.  Recently, Whistle 
Labs acquired cellular and GPS 
technology to track a dog’s location 
on a map and to alert the owner 
via a text message or email of its 
whereabouts.

As for cats, the Lab has yet to 
come up with a suitable design.  
Concludes Lee, “Somehow it seems 
appropriate that felines may be the 
last resistors in our march toward an 
always connected, wearable world.”

Tech for athletes
Q. Athletes, how ready are you to 

face your next sporting opponent?  
How might “Readiband” help give 
you a clue?

A. “This electronic wristband 
measures sleep quality and quantity, 
which can help predict a player’s 
reaction time for the next day,” 
says Emily Waltz in “The Quantified 
Olympian.”  An associated online 

tool helps coaches monitor athletes’ 
sleep patterns and fatigue levels.

Readiband works this way:  An 
accelerometer senses tiny move-
ment of the wrist to tell whether 
the wearer is asleep or awake.  To 
predict fatigue, the information is 
then sent through the SAFTE model 
(Sleep, Activity, Fatigue, Task and 
Effectiveness) developed by the 
U.S. Army and an “effectiveness 
score” rates the quality of the slum-
ber, helping forecast reaction time.

Already, the Dallas Mavericks 
(basketball), Seattle Sounders 
(soccer) and Vancouver Canucks 
(ice hockey) are using Readiband.

Tech for the blind
Q. How might a blind person take 

a “look” at the dwarf planet Pluto?
A. Pranav Lal of New Delhi, India, 

a cybersecurity expert who was 
born blind, uses sonification tech-
nology called vOICe that “transmits 
an image from a camera to software 
that turns it into sound,” says San-
drine Ceurstemont in “New Scien-
tist” magazine.  Lal frequently uses 
“vOICe” for photography, where he 
picks out the most pleasant-sound-
ing composition like an “image 
orchestra,” so to speak.  Different 
visual features are converted into 
different characteristics of sound:  
“The position of an object is denoted 
by pitch--features higher up have a 
higher pitch--and brightness maps 
to loudness.”  

Adept at creating mental images 
based on the “soundscape” he 
hears, Lal was able “to see the first 
images of Pluto sent back from 
space recently.  ‘I could make out 
mountains, but they were hazy,’ he 
says.  ‘A patch on the right of the 
image was clearer as it was better 
lit.’”

What happens here is that visual 
parts of the brain can learn to sub-
stitute input from other senses.  For 
example, after hearing the sonifica-
tion of basic lines and shapes, a vol-
unteer with his eyes covered could 
still read words just by listening to 
the corresponding sounds.  

One day, the technology for color 
vision and night vision may follow 
and add to the picture.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

What is a Social Security Statement, 
and how can I get a copy?

Questions and Answers about your Social Security

A: Your online Social Security Statement gives you secure and conve-
nient access to your earnings records. It also shows estimates for retire-
ment, disability, and survivors benefits you and your family may be eligible 
for. You can get your personal Statement online by using your own my 
Social Security account. If you don’t yet have an account, you can easily 
create one.

To set up or use your account to get your online Statement, go to 
www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

We also mail Statements to workers attaining ages 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 
50, 55, 60 and older, three months prior to their birthday, if they don’t 
receive Social Security benefits and don’t have a my Social Security 
account. If you don’t want to wait for your Statement, you can access it 
online, whatever time of year you need it.

Q: My son, who gets Social Security, will attend his last year of high 
school in the fall. He turns 19 in a few months. Do I need to fill out a 
form for his benefits to continue?

A: Yes. You should receive a form, SSA-1372-BK, in the mail about 
three months before your son’s birthday. Your son needs to complete the 
form and take it to his school’s office for certification. Then, you need to 
return page two and the certified page three to Social Security for process-
ing. If you can’t find the form we mailed to you, you can find it online at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/forms/ssa-1372.pdf.

GALVESTON COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL is committed to reducing poverty and 
promoting self-sufficiency to low-income families under the Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) 
awarded by the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs.
Funds are available for rental assistance, water bills, birth certificates, and other household barriers.  We 
also have an extensive Case Management Program which is provided on an ongoing basis that includes 
individual assessment, service plan development, arranging for necessary services, follow-ups, and ongo-
ing monitoring of client’s status and services delivered to promote self-sufficiency.
The household must not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal 
Poverty income guidelines.

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY
Documentation required to apply for assistance:
1) Current I.D. or Driver’s License; 2) Current utility bill and lease agreement; 3) Income 
for LAST 30 days prior to the date of application for all household members 18 years and 
older.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to make appointment, please contact a Community Action location near you
     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C-100, Galveston, TX              409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Fort Bend County - 902 Frost, Rosenberg, TX                                 281-342-3012
     Wharton County - 213 North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                      979-543-1561

Helping You To Become More Self-Sufficient

PACE (Positive Attitude Changes 
Everything) is a program of which 
Judge Lori Rickert, County Court-at- 
Law #4, is very proud. 

“PACE is a program that actu-
ally can change lives,” said Judge 
Rickert. 

Rickert explained PACE is an 
18-month program for repeat DWI 
offenders. PACE was modeled after 
the 10 key components for DWI 
Courts, reported Rickert.  

The goal of a DWI Court is to 
protect public safety. PACE is a 
program to help repeat felony and 
misdemeanor DWI offenders get 
the help and support they need to 
change their lives. 

The PACE program provides 
intensive supervision through a 
collaborative team approach. The 
Team includes the Judge, proba-
tion officers, treatment providers, 
an assistant district attorney, a 
defense attorney, a law enforcement 
representative, and a community 

representative.  
PACE Team members mentor 

and monitor those involved in the 
program. Participants are kept 
accountable for their actions and 
must follow the rigorous rules and 
guidelines set by the program, said 
Judge Rickert.

The PACE Team members and 
Judge Rickert were recognized at 
their annual training for their out-
standing efforts and success for the 
PACE Program in Brazoria County. 

The Team was presented with the 
Spotlight on Success Award for their 
collaborative effort on the PACE 
program in Brazoria County. 

Judge Rickert also received an 
individual Spotlight on Success 
Award for her hard work and leader-
ship. “This was a great honor to win 
this award out of all the DWI Courts 
in Texas”, said Judge Rickert. 
“Seeing lives changed through the 
PACE Program has been the most 
rewarding part of my job so far.”

Photo PACE Team – Pictured are: Joe Gardzina (Chief Executive Officer of ADAPT Program), Craig Fitz 
(Specialty Courts Program Administrator), Meghan Ryan (DWI Court Officer), Judge Lori Rickert (County 
Court-at-Law #4 and Probate Court), Vera Villarreal (LDC, Gulf Coast Center), and Leigh Lehmann (Attorney at 

County’s PACE, judge garner awards
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First responder training in Angleton

On March 15, the Brazoria 
County Sheriff’s Office will present 
“Autism and Alzheimer’s: Recogni-
tion and Response Training” for 
First Responders from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Brazoria County Sheriff’s 
Department, 3602 CR 45, Angleton. 

“After a successful Brain Health 
Fair & Benefit in January, the Brazo-
ria County Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project (BCAAP) is gearing up for its 
third annual First Responder training 
in Angleton,“ Dale Libby, BCAAP 
Coordinator said.

The event is free for first respond-
ers (law enforcement, EMTs and 
fire fighters), but pre-registration 
(www.brazoria-county.com/sheriff/
index.asp or call (979) 864-2334) 
is required. Continuing Education 
Credits will be available.

“When I contacted Lt. Snelgrove, 
Director of Training, about hosting 
this training again, he was very 
excited. He is concerned about offi-
cers encountering citizens suffering 
from either autism or Alzheimer’s, 
so that’s how we chose the topics,” 
Libby said.

Crystal Smith, Human Resources 
Development & Training Manager 
for the Gulf Coast Center, will 
conduct the morning training. Krista 

Bohn, Galveston/Bay Area Out-
reach Coordinator for the Alzheim-
er’s Association, will conduct the 
afternoon training.

“This is the perfect type of event 
that we are designed to support  
- government agencies, social ser-
vices, and non-profit organizations 
working together to create aware-
ness about Alzheimer’s disease,“ 
he continued. “When the Brazoria 
County Health Department and the 
Gathering Place partnered to create 
BCAAP in 2012, it was this kind 
of collaborative we sought to help 
create and support.”

For more information about this 
event, or to register, please call Lt. 
Snelgrove at (979) 864-2334. For 
more information about the Gather-
ing Place and BCAAP, please call 
(979)236-5393.

BCAAP plans program on recognizing and 
handling symptoms of autism, Alzheimer’s 

If you like reading 
The Bulletin each 
week, pick up an 
extra copy for a 

friend. Please let our 
advertisers know that 

you saw their ad.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Satan never delivers what he 
promises, but God does!

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Do some people actually worship the devil? I can’t imagine that. Are 
they just trying to get attention, or are they serious about it? Why would 
anyone deliberately serve the devil instead of God? It doesn’t make sense. 
- Mrs. T.K.F.

A: This isn’t common, but occasionally I’ve met someone or received 
letters from people who clearly stated they deliberately worshipped the 
devil instead of God. I had no reason to doubt their statements, although I 
always prayed God would change their minds and hearts.

Why would anyone do this? I agree it isn’t logical, but in their minds it did 
make sense because they believed Satan would help them and give them 
special powers. Some also didn’t want anyone (especially God) telling 
them how to live, and by worshipping Satan, they felt they were now free 
to live any way they wanted. Tragically, history tells us that people who 
deliberately follow Satan often end up doing great evil, both to others and 
to themselves.

The tragedy in all of this is that Satan never delivers what he promises. 
He promises freedom and happiness, but delivers only slavery and sorrow. 
He promises power and new life, but delivers only weakness and death. 
Never forget: Satan is a liar! The Bible warns, “The way of the unfaithful 
leads to their destruction” (Proverbs 13:15).

Sadly, many today follow Satan without even realizing it. They ignore 
God and never give a thought to eternity, living instead by the self-centered 
values Satan approves. Don’t let that happen to you. Instead, by faith put 
your life into Christ’s hands, and make Him the center and the foundation 
of your life. Jesus said, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship 
the Lord your God, and serve him only’” (Matthew 4:10).

February showers bring March and April wildflowers in Texas as blooming season begins
AUSTIN – Healthy rains in the 

fall and early winter put Texas on 
track for a spectacular 2016 spring 
wildflower season, but spotty rain 
and unusual warmth recently could 
dampen displays in some areas.

“The trick is always the weather,” 
says Andrea DeLong-Amaya, direc-
tor of horticulture at The University 
of Texas at Austin’s Lady Bird John-
son Wildflower Center. “Early in the 
year, the National Weather Service 

predicted the El Niño pattern to 
bring moisture, but that didn’t really 
materialize for much of the state.”

Regular rains since fall set the 
stage for many wildflower plants to 
pop up early this year and wait for 
warmth and moisture to bloom. Rain 
finally arrived in some areas the last 
week of February and the places it 
fell, which can vary even within a 
city, should enjoy excellent displays. 
Blooming will be less spectacular 
where the rain hasn’t been steady.

DeLong-Amaya adds that Texas 
bluebonnets typically get out of the 
gate early, and the Center already 
sports a few bluebonnets in bloom, 
thanks in part to that warmer-than-
usual winter. Elbow bush  are 
already blooming at the Center. 
And around Austin, bluebonnets, 
golden groundsel, and spiderwort 
are flowering. Following recent rain, 
other wildflowers in the Austin area 
are beginning to bloom, including 
ten-petaled anemones (also called 
windflower and ten-petal thimble-
weed), Texas star and baby blue 
eyes.

San Antonio enjoyed extended 

blooms of fall wildflowers due to 
rainfall and warm temperatures. 
Late February rains, though light, 
should result in a strong spring 
blooming season there. Some 
bluebonnets had already bloomed 
in February - more than a month 
early - along with shrubby boneset, 
camphorweed and crucita, purslane 
speedwell and windflower.

Blooming phlox species and 
Englemann’s or cutleaf daisies also 
have been spotted south of San 
Antonio along I-37, just north of 
Pleasanton. Near Corpus Christi, 
two good places to see wildflowers 
include the cemetery off Picton Lane 
in Rockport and the Linda S. Castro 
Nature Sanctuary in Fulton.

Shepherd’s needles are bloom-
ing along Buffalo Bayou trails just 
west of downtown Houston, along 
with scarlet sage, Indian blanket 
and tall poppy-mallow, or winecup. 
Carolina jessamine blooms can be 
seen along Kingwood Drive in north 
Houston.

The Big Bend area saw early 
spring rains and abundant Big Bend 

bluebonnet plants began blooming 
as early as late January, particularly 
along River Road. Those should 
be bursting into bloom now that 
temperatures are warming up. Scat-
tered desert marigold, green false 
nightshade, and bicolor fanmustard 
bloomed along River Road starting 
in early February. Around Alpine, 
Gordon’s bladderpod are putting on 
a great show, and Wright’s verbena 
has been spotted in bloom since 
mid-February. 

Last summer’s drought could be a 
blessing in disguise in some areas, 
DeLong-Amaya noted, opening up 
niches for early spring wildflowers 
such as bluebonnets and Indian 
paintbrush by causing other species 
to die back.

Any possible cold snaps are also 
unlikely to damage native wildflow-
ers already putting out buds, said 
DeLong-Amaya. She said most 
early bloomers can handle a frost, 
and only an unusually late and hard 
freeze will knock back flowers, and 
those can be replaced by others 
that bloom in their place.

San Jose Mercury News (TNS)
SAN JOSE, Calif. — Jaycee 

Lee Dugard, who miraculously 
resurfaced in 2009 after 18 years 
of captivity in an Antioch backyard 
during which her kidnapper fathered 
two daughters with her, will release 
a second memoir chronicling her life 
since being freed.

“Freedom: My Book of Firsts,” is 
set for a July 12 release, five years 
to the day from the publication of 
her first memoir, “A Stolen Life,” a 
heart-wrenching, disturbing auto-
biographical account of Dugard’s 
life between her abduction as an 
11-year-old girl from her South Lake 
Tahoe neighborhood in 1991 to 
when she revealed herself to be still 
alive in a Concord parole office.

The new book details her first 
experiences upon being freed from 
the clutches of captors Phillip and 
Nancy Garrido in August 2009.

Jaycee Dugard 
to release new 
memoir since 

being freed from 
18-year captivity
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Look for us on 
Facebook

The Lamar Fontaine Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy met recently to make plans to mark 
the graves of Confederate Soldiers who are buried in Brazoria County. Pictured from left are Judy Bernard and 
Jimmie Bennett, hostesses for the meeting.

Local UDC chapter meets to plan grave markings

To sleep, perchance to dream, in an increasingly bright world is getting harder in big cities
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The bright lights of big cities may 
be contributing to our national sleep 
deficit, says new research released 
this week.

Over eight years, Stanford 
neurologist Dr. Maurice Ohayon and 
his team interviewed 15,863 people 
from cities large and small about 
their sleep patterns. Then they used 

data from the Defense Department’s 
Meteorological Satellite Program to 
plot the level of nighttime light the 
interviewees were routinely exposed 
to.

Compared with people living 
where crickets chirped and stars 
could be seen in the night sky, those 
living and sleeping in locales with  
intense light were 6 percent more 
likely to get fewer than six hours of 

sleep per night.
They were more likely to com-

plain of daytime drowsiness and 
to complain of poor sleep quality 
(29 percent vs. 16 percent). And 
they were more likely to wake up 
in the middle of night confused (19 
percent vs. 13 percent).

People who slept in areas with 
high light exposure got, on aver-
age, 10 fewer minutes of sleep per 

night compared to those who slept 
in low-light locales - 402 minutes 
compared with 412.

Those living in urban areas 
with 500,000 people or more were 
exposed to nighttime lights that 
were three to six times more intense 
than were those living in small 
towns or rural areas.

Ohayon, who will present his 
findings next month to the American 
Academy of Neurology’s annual 
meeting in Vancouver, suggested 

that our 24/7 society might demand 
nighttime lighting. But if further 
research confirms that it’s cutting 
into the quality and quantity of sleep 
we get, we may need blackout 
shades and sleep blinders to ensure 
we get our shut-eye.

The new research, released 
recently, comes against the back-
drop of growing concern over the 
impact of shift work and pervasive 
electronic and digital devices on 
Americans’ sleep patterns. 
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• In the 1880 Presidential election 
between Congressman James 
Garfield and General Winfield Scott 
Hancock, a letter, presumably 
signed by Garfield, turned up in 
which he proclaimed his support for 
unregulated Chinese immigration to 
the United States.

At the time, there was a wide-
spread prejudice against Chinese 
immigration, although they made 
up less than one percent of the 
population.

Garfield finally proved that the 
letter was forged, and the newspa-
pers printed a retraction. He went 
on to win the race by a mere 2,000 
votes.

• And the next time you listen to 
a modern-day politician complain of 
being the victim of dirty tricks,  just 
keep the 1800 election in mind.

OK, it happened a long time ago 
and may have escaped our minds 
by now, but it’s worth recalling.

That race was between Federal-
ist Party candidate and incumbent, 
President John Adams, and the 
Democratic-Republican candidate, 
Thomas Jefferson.

Yes, it appears that those two 

parties were one in those days. 
Amazing, isn’t it?

Jefferson contacted one of his 
supporters, pamphleteer James 
Callender, to print a series of tracts 
to spread lies about Adams.

Callender’s publications alleged 
that Adams planned to go to war 
with France, and that he had a 
“hermaphroditical character, which 
has neither the force of a man, nor 
the gentleness and sensibility of a 
woman.” 

Callender’s attacks damaged 
Adams’ credibility and helped Jef-
ferson win the election.

Callender wanted a political favor 
in return. He wanted to be appointed 
postmaster of Richmond, Virginia, 
but Jefferson thought he was too 
radical and instead appointed a 
moderate to the position.

Callender then turned on Jef-
ferson, publishing a number of 
pamphlets against the president, 
including that he fathered children 
with his slave, Sally Hemmings.

The part about Jefferson and 
Hemmings was actually true, as 
proven so by DNA testing 200 years 
later.

• In the 2000 Republican prima-

ries in South Carolina, something 
similar happened to Sen. John 
McCain of Arizona. But it was not 
true.

Polls showed that he was beating 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush in that 
state, so Bush strategist Karl Rove 
came to the rescue.

About two weeks before voting, 
pamphlets started appearing under 
windshields at candidate debates 
that featured McCain and his 
“illegitimate black daughter.” Then 
anonymous pollsters called voters 
asking them if they would still vote 
for McCain if the senator was men-
tally unstable, due to his time as a 
POW in Vietnam.

Bush won the state by 11 points.
• In the 1998 presidential 

campaign, Lee Atwater, an advisor 
to Vice President George H.W. 
Bush, may have saved the race by 
coming up with the Willie Horton 
ad campaign against Democratic 
candidate and Massachusetts Gov. 
Michael Dukakis.

The campaign played to the 
country’s racial divide, and labeled 
Dukakis as being soft on crime. 
Bush won by a landslide.

Atwater was made chairman of 

the Republican National Commit-
tee after the win. However, after 
only a year in that position, he was 
stricken with incurable brain cancer. 
Before the cancer claimed him at 
age 40, he sent a letter of apology 
to Dukakis.

• In 1960, Sen. John F. Kennedy 
and Vice President Richard Nixon 
agreed before their big presidential 
debate that neither of them would 
use makeup. Of course, they both 
reneged.

Kennedy sported a layer of 
professionally applied makeup, 
while Nixon used an over-the-coun-
ter product called Lazy Shave to 
conceal his five-o’clock shadow.

When Kennedy’s handlers found 
out that Nixon sweated easily, 
they turned the thermostat a few 
degrees higher. The result was 
devastating to Nixon, who was seen 
by 70 million viewers as he dried 
his face with a handkerchief.

Nixon was only four years older 
than Kennedy, but looked much 
older, and appeared to be strug-
gling through the debate. Kennedy 
looked youthful and relaxed. He 
won by 100,000 votes. The differ-
ence may have been the thermostat 

setting.
• In 1968, Nixon pulled a little 

trick himself by sending a message 
to President Nguyen Van Thieu of 
South Vietnam, claiming that he 
would negotiate a better cease-fire 
deal for his country after the Ameri-
can presidential election. Nixon 
was running against Democratic 
nominee Vice-President Hubert 
Humphrey.

Thieu then walked away from 
the peace talks. In 1973, the U.S.  
reached a peace deal with North 
Vietnam - under much of the same 
terms as those discussed in 1968. 
But more than 22,000 American 
soldiers died in those five years. 
Nixon won the 1968 election by less 
than a one percent difference.

• Then, of course, there was 
Watergate, which forced Nixon 
to resign in 1974 rather than face 
impeachment and removal from 
office.

So, a false rumor being spread 
in a caucus hall is really not all that 
unusual when it comes to good old 
U.S.A presidential campaign dirty 
tricks.

 We kind of expect it. We have 
seen a lot worse.

Starting a rumor at the Iowa caucuses is small compared to our colorful history of political dirty tricks
(Continued from Page 1)

The Asa Underwood chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution presented a donation and supplies to the Fisher House, 
located at the Micheal E. DeBakey VA Medical Center in Houston. The 
Fisher House helps military families of wounded and sick veterans 
during their care at the VA hospital. Pictured from left to right are: 
Bartlett Ramsey, Frank Kelley (Fisher House Manager) and Ann 
Phillips.

DAR chapter donates to Fisher House

The P.E.O. Sisterhood met recently, and the Nursing Department of Brazosport College presented the program, 
informing P.E.O group members about Heart Disease and the symptoms for which women should watch. The 
meeting was held in the home of Carla Gager in Lake Jackson. Pictured from left: Gina Pointer, nursing 
student, and Alison Pottratz, nursing director.

Program on heart disease held at P.E.O. Sisterhood meeting
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Alvin Community College Culinary Arts instructor Chef Mary Bass was 
recently named Chef of the Year by Galveston.com. 

“I was selected among some of the best chefs in Galveston,” Bass said. 
“These are well-established chefs, so it is an exciting honor for me.”

She was chosen from among approximately 30 chefs who were originally 
nominated for the Chef of the Year award.

Bass has been an adjunct instructor for the Culinary Arts program for six 
years. 

She has served as chef at Haak Winery, BLVD. Seafood in Galveston, and 
has also run her own bakery. She is also an instructor at Kitchen Chicks in 
Galveston.

“I am extremely proud of Mary and what she has accomplished,” Culinary 
Arts Chair Chef Leslie Bartosh said. “I have watched her career from the 
time she was a student. It has been a real pleasure to watch her tremendous 
growth as a person and as a professional.”

After receiving the Chef of the Year honor, Bass was featured on the show 
Great Day Houston and participated on the highly competitive cooking show, 
Cutthroat Kitchen, on the Food Network.

Bass began applying for the Cutthroat Kitchen appearance in 2014. Her 
application was advanced after another Galveston chef performed well on 
the show last year.

The show aired Sunday, March 6, at 9 p.m.
“I am so excited,” she said. “I wanted to work on a show where I could go 

out and compete. I know that I’m well-suited for it.”
Her presence on a national show, as well as her recent honor as Chef of 

the Year, will definitely benefit the ACC program, Bartosh said.
“Mary is an excellent instructor,” Bartosh said. “She is one of the few 

instructors I have worked with, in 18 years, whose students continuously 
refer to as ‘awesome.’ She makes a positive impact on our students’ lives, 
that will last for years.”

Bass was impressed with the level of competition on the TV show. 
“The chefs on the show are amazing professionals,” Bass said. “I was able 

to hold my own against the best of the best. They don’t pull any punches.”
For more information about the Culinary Arts Program, visit 

www.alvincollege.edu/culinaryarts or call (281) 756-3949.

ACC Culinary instructor, Chef Mary Bass, works with a student during 
one of her courses in this ACC file photo.

 Chef of Year on ‘Cutthroat Kitchen’

Drama students, from left, Lauren Stanley, of Alvin, 
Sammie Ford, of League City, and Justin Brown, of 
Friendswood, rehearse for the upcoming musical 
production of “A Year with Frog and Toad,” which 
begins on March 5.

The Alvin Community College Drama Department will 
begin musical performances of A Year With Frog and 
Toad on March 5.

The spring musical A Year With Frog and Toad is a 
production based on the children’s tales of a toad and 
frog who experience several adventures in their wood-
land home. The musical is based on the Tony Award-win-
ning production on Broadway.

“Although based on the popular children’s books, the 
show is not just for children but will offer lots of fun for 
the whole family,” Drama Chair Dr. Jay Burton said.

Performances on March 5 and March 10-12 will be 
at 7:30 p.m. There will be a 2:30 p.m. performance on 
March 6. All performances will be in the ACC Theatre.

To learn more about the auditions for the upcom-
ing productions or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.alvincollege.edu/drama. You can also learn more by 
calling (281) 756-3606.

Spend ‘A Year With Frog and Toad’ at Alvin College
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 8: ON THIS DATE in 
1942, Japanese forces captured 
Rangoon, Burma, during World 
War II. In 1965, the United States 
landed about 3,500 Marines in 
South Vietnam as the buildup of 
U.S. forces there began.

March 9: ON THIS DATE in  
1954, CBS newsman Edward R. 
Murrow critically reviewed Wis-
consin Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy’s 
anti-communism smear campaign 
on his television show, “See It 
Now.”

March 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1910, China banned slavery. In 
1969, James Earl Ray pleaded 
guilty to the assassination of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Ray later 
recanted that plea, maintaining 
his innocence until his death in 
1998. In 2011, an 8.9-magnitude 
earthquake and devastating 
tsunami struck northern Japan, 
resulting in nearly 20,000 deaths 
and radiation leaks from several 
nuclear-power reactors.

March 11: ON THIS DATE 
in 537, the Goths laid siege to 
Rome. In 1958, a U.S. B-47 
bomber accidentally dropped 
a nuclear bomb near Florence, 
S.C. The bomb did not detonate 
because of its safety features.

March 12: ON THIS DATE 
in 1912, Juliette Gordon Low 
founded the Girl Guides, which 
later became the Girl Scouts 
of America. In 1933, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt delivered 
the first of his radio “fireside 
chats.”

March 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1868, the impeachment trial of 
President Andrew Johnson began 
in the U.S. Senate; he eventually 
was acquitted by one vote. In 
1925, a law went into effect in Ten-
nessee prohibiting teaching of the 
scientific theory of evolution.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1936, the first 
stock car race in the United States 
was held on the hard sands of 
Daytona Beach, Fla.

This week’s question: In 1954, 
the “CBS Morning Show” pre-
miered. Who were the hosts?

Brazoria County Historical Museum to host presentation on Levi Jordan Plantation
The public is invited to hear Ben 

Pfeiffer of the Levi Jordan Plantation 
State Historic Site as he presents  
“Levi Jordan: Before and After the 
Civil War” at the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum. 

Admission is free to the program, 
which will begin at 6:30 p.m. March 
17 at the museum, which is located 
at 100 Cedar St. in downtown 
Angleton, next to the courthosue.

Pfeiffer will discuss the well-docu-
mented history of the slave com-
munity that once resided on the Levi 
Jordan Plantation as well as their 
interactions with the Jordan family.

Discover Levi Jordan, the story 

of big business, warfare, civil strife, 
family feuds and murder. 

The historian will discuss the 
evolving agricultural history of 
the plantation, from a prosperous 
sugar plantation dependent upon 
slave labor, to a sharecropping and 
tenancy system growing cotton 
and food staples. The presentation, 
filled with images and archeo-
logical evidence, provides a unique 
opportunity to understand the early 
African-American experience in 
Texas and Plantation operations 
before and after the Civil War.

 For more information, call the 
museum staff at (979) 864-1208.  
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER Winning an Oscar is priceless, but selling it gets you exactly $10, or a lawsuit
By Stephen Ceasar
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

For those who have won an 
Academy Award, that gleaming, 
iconic Oscar represents a validation 
of filmmaking excellence that money 
can’t buy.

Or can it?
If Oscar winners or their heirs 

ever try to sell the gold-plated 
statuette bearing their name — be 
it Robert DeNiro, Jennifer Lawrence 
or Meryl Streep — they will hear 
from the academy’s lawyers.

And the attorneys will make them 
an offer they can’t refuse: Sell it 
back to the academy for $10.

If they don’t, the Oscar goes to 
… court.

Attorney John B. Quinn, the 
academy’s general counsel, said it 
is important for the academy to pre-
vent anyone from trying to exploit 
the significance of the award and 
dilute its artistic value.

“They shouldn’t become items of 
commerce that can be purchased 
and sold on the market,” he said.

The Academy of Motion Picture 

Arts and Sciences places strict 
rules on those who are bestowed 
the honor and has aggressively 
pursued anyone who tried to sell 
the Oscar. It is part of a broader 
strategy to protect the Oscar brand 
by attempting to quash all attempts 
to infringe the Oscar’s copyright and 
trademark.

The approach has resulted in crit-
ics accusing the academy of using 
“strong arm” tactics to legally bully 
people into submission.

The academy has shut down 
party rentals of 8-foot faux Oscar 
statuettes, sued a North Hollywood 
chocolatier for making candy in the 
shape of an Oscar and forced web-
sites that use the Oscar moniker, 
such as trivia site Oscarwatch.com, 
to change its name or shut down.

The efforts were bolstered by the 
U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, 
which ruled in 1991 that the award 
was protected under federal copy-
right laws and was not part of the 
public domain.

“We conclude that the academy’s 
sleek, muscular gold statuette 

known as ‘Oscar,’ which is recog-
nized worldwide as a distinctive 
symbol of outstanding achievement 
in film … is entitled to protection,” 
the ruling said.

As for the sale of statuettes, the 
academy won a major legal vic-
tory last year when a Los Angeles 
County judge affirmed an academy 
rule that forbids any winner (or who-
ever comes to possess a statuette) 
from selling the trophy without first 
offering it to the academy for the tidy 
sum of $10.

During nearly 30 years, Quinn 
and his Los Angeles law firm, Quinn 
Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, have 
filed about a dozen lawsuits on 
behalf of the academy to halt sales 
of Oscar statuettes. The firm has 
also sent about 100 letters to would-
be sellers; some are gentle remind-
ers of the rules and others are 

cease-and-desist demands, which 
usually do the trick, Quinn said.

Since the first Academy Awards 
in 1929, 3,001 Oscars — officially 
known as the Academy Award 
of Merit statuette — have been 
handed out at the star-studded 
annual celebrations.

“The academy, its members 
and the many film artists and 
craftspeople who’ve won Academy 
Awards believe strongly that Oscars 
should be won, not purchased,” the 
academy said in a statement to The 
Times asking about its legal stance.

Every recipient since 1951 has 
signed an agreement that gives the 
academy the right of first refusal. 
That agreement was also made part 
of the academy’s bylaws so that 
every Oscar winner who has been 
an academy member is subject to 
the same rule.

Father doesn’t always know 
best — not Holly Holm’s, 
anyway.

Holm, 34, the UFC women’s 
bantamweight champion, got her 
MMA start 19 years ago during 
her daily wait for her two older 
brothers to finish their high-school 
wrestling practice in Albuquerque, 
N.M. So, while awaiting her ride 
home, she wandered down the 
street into the Winkelman gym.

“Dad said, ‘Well, now, she’ll 
probably get in there, maybe she’ll 
get dinged up, and she’ll be done 
with it,’ ” brother Brian told the 
Albuquerque Journal. “Well, that’s 
not what happened.”

No divots, please
Golfer Jason Bohn, 42, had to 

have a stent inserted after doctors 
discovered a 99 percent blockage 
in an artery.

Insurance underwriters rejected 
the first claim when doctors listed 
the blockage as a loose impedi-
ment.

This just in
Breaking: Steph Curry 

DOESN’T put his pants on one 
leg at a time, after all.

Punching in for work
Ex-Laker Samaki Walker says 

Kobe Bryant once punched him 
over a $100 debt.

Coincidence? Walker and Geno 
Smith are now listed as co-No. 2s 
on the Jets’ QB depth chart.

Political racing
NASCAR CEO Brian France 

just endorsed Donald Trump for 
president.

We’ll know he’s serious when 
all the tracks reverse course and 
make drivers turn to the right.

Your move, Appleton
The Savannah (Ga.) Bananas 

will become the 16th team in the 
Coastal Plain League, a summer 
circuit for college baseball play-
ers.

So obviously the team MVP 
award will be known as the Top … 
nah, too easy.

Talking the talk
—Mike Yeo, to the St. Paul 

Pioneer Press, on getting fired 
as coach of the NHL’s Minnesota 
Wild: “It’s like a marriage — when 
it ends, it doesn’t end well.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 “Invisible Cities” author Calvino
6 “I ran away from you once. I can’t 
do it again” speaker
10 Ford Field player
14 Surgery acronym
15 It’s a gas
16 “Snow White” character flaw
17 Forgeries that are easy to spot?
20 By way of
21 French pronoun
22 Habituate

23 Dude in the CIA?
28 Essen’s valley
29 Spotted
30 Slug relative
33 Roll
34 Word after clip or pop
37 Trivial blunder?
42 Colorado native
43 “About his head he wears the 
winner’s __”: “The Two Noble Kins-
men”
44 Guanaco cousin

45 Beantown athlete
47 Peek follower
49 Pancake cook in pinstripes?
54 Some Highlanders
56 U.N. workers’ agcy.
57 Roasting time in Toulon?
58 “My fireplace is defective!”?
63 “Footloose” co-star Singer
64 Word after “funny” that clarifies 
its meaning
65 1995 Stallone title role
66 City NNE of Boston
67 Senate Republican leader before 
Frist
68 Sources of wisdom

DOWN
1 Affectionate text
2 It’s often just inches
3 Syrian leader
4 Full deck Nero wasn’t playing with?
5 Gave a thumbs-up
6 Like some soccer games
7 Pope before Benedict III
8 Plant
9 Taylor of fashion
10 Pressure
11 Finish, as a tat
12 Finished
13 Where to see MMM
18 “Toy Story” character who draws
19 County on the Firth of Forth
24 Composer Satie
25 Gag __
26 Isaac’s eldest
27 Team whose logo involves a 
“wishbone C”
30 Mustangs’ sch.
31 Trivial objection
32 One-spot
33 Pan for Yan
34 Recipe words
35 Mojito ingredient
36 Not yet determined, in skeds
38 It’s surrounded by white
39 Game ender
40 Morlock prey
41 Bomb
45 He served between Warren and 
Herbert
46 Bay State motto starter
47 Like most rafts
48 Rorschach image
49 Ache
50 “__ Men Out”: baseball scandal 
film
51 Pequod co-owner
52 Chopin’s “Winter Wind,” e.g.
53 Orchestra group
54 Fish feature
55 “Hi, sailor!”
59 Vezina Trophy org.
60 Lao Tzu principle
61 Some pop-ups
62 Brother
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
RAVEN  EAGLE  CRANE  EGRET  HERON  FINCH  ROBIN  GOOSE



Did you know?
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Dacey Jones

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

• Saudi Arabia did not make the abuse of women illegal until 2013.
• A Tyrannosaurus Rex would barely outrun a professional soccer player, 

reaching an all-out speed of 18 mph.
• Before he became a success, Walt Disney was so poor that he had to 

eat dog food to survive.
• Kissing is healthier than shaking hands.
• The Nintendo DS is the second best-selling video game console of all 

time.
• Ashton Kutcher studied biochemical engineering in college, before drop-

ping out to become a model and actor.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SMACK  PARCH  CATTLE  GRISLY
Answer: When he joined the dice game, his chances were -- “SHAKY”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
You understand the nuances of 
networking. In the week ahead it 
will be easy to widen your sphere 
of influence by participating in 
group activities. Your net worth will 
increase in the workplace due to 
your friendliness.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Business tactics and a teamwork 
approach trump fantasies. Your 
ability to lead others is inspired 
and wise in the week to come so 
don’t be afraid to open up a dialog. 
Launch a new project or plan with a 
trusted partner.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It 
isn’t what you think, but what other 
people think about you that count. 
In the week ahead be sure to 
honor your obligations and live up 
to your promises. Family members 
can offer a safe haven.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 

will never be last if you put others 
first. Your companions may act like 
divas or primp like superstars while 
you are content to just accept your 
place in the world. Take your place 
in line in the week to come.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The 
holidays are long gone but visions 
of sugarplums could be dancing in 
your head. Your dreams of material 
success can easily become a real-
ity as this week unfolds. You have 
the shrewdness to see past the 
spin and fluff.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Fame 
is the name of the game. In the 
week to come your good deeds or 
leadership abilities could earn you 
some positive press. Your entrepre-
neurial skills and judgment about 
financial matters could be better 
than usual.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Focus 
on friendliness. You may start out 
the week feeling less than attrac-
tive, but your cheerfulness and 
idealism in the face of adversity will 
bring new admirers. Join in when 
groups form for a worthy common 
purpose.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Stretch the dollars like elastic 
bands. In the week to come your 

penny pinching ways will pay off. 
You may find creative ways to 
make more money or to make 
your money work for you. Achieve 
worthy goals.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Tomorrow is another day. You 
could feel that the world is against 
you but as the days go by every-
thing will look much better. Wait 
until at least the middle of the week 
to make crucial decisions .

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You can be a good motivator 
and strong negotiator in the week 
ahead. Although you may start off 
with selfish motives or a cynical 
viewpoint you could finish up as the 
most generous person in the room.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Some people take offense when 
subjected to a “back seat” driver. 
Do your best to avoid giving 
unasked for advice in the week 
ahead. Focus on being friendly and 
diplomatically helpful without offer-
ing criticism.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
There will be light at the end of the 
tunnel. You may feel pressured to 
perform at your best even though 
you are in the dark where your 
partner’s motives are concerned. 

Bulletin  Horoscope
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The Bulletin also is 
available online at 

mybulletinnewspaper.com 
as a pdf file. Read it online or 

download it. 

Bulletin-Tribune political quiz of the week
Tribune News Service (TNS)
1. Who did Chris Christie 

recently endorse?
A. Sen. Ted Cruz
B. Gov. John Kasich
C. Donald Trump
D. Sen. Marco Rubio
2. How many Republican 

delegates were at stake on Super 
Tuesday?

A. 136; B. 349; C. 480; D. 595

3. Where is the Democratic 
National Convention being held 
this year?

A. Philadelphia
B. Cleveland
C. Charlotte, N.C.
D. San Francisco
4. How many states did Bernie 

Sanders win on Super Tuesday?
A. 4; B. 3; C. 2; D. 1
5. How many states did Marco 

Rubio win on Super Tuesday?
A. 3; B. 2; C. 1; D. 0
ANSWERS
1. C. 2. D 3. A 4. A 5. C
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 


