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We take for 
granted what 
people die for 
elsewhere

Girl Scout cookies 
and diets don’t mix

WIN SUPERCROSS TICKETS

Yes, here we go again with another Bulletin FREE tickets Give-Away contest. 
Well, it’s not really a contest; more like a drawing. All you do is fill out this coupon 
and mail it in to us at: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516.

We plan to give away 4 admission tickets ($108 value) to Super-
cross to 4 entrants. Enter quickly. Winners will be announced in the 
March 25 issue. One entry per reader, please. 
NAME__________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________
CITY________________________________(TX), (ZIP)___________________
PHONE_________________________________________________________
WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?_____________________________

Enjoy this exciting event for free 
on Saturday, April 5, 7 p.m., at 

Reliant Stadium in Houston

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I voted last week in our local and 
state elections. They voted in the 
Ukraine also recently, but it was a 
little more complicated.

They voted out their leader-turned-
dictator, Viktor Yanukovych, but it took 
a little more effort than simply casting 
a vote.

More than 
80 protesters 
who occupied 
the ‘Maidan,’ 
the name for 
both the square 
and the protest 
movement 
in Kiev, were 
gunned down by government security 
forces.

Protesters want democracy. 
They voted with their actions. They 
sacrificed and kept the pressure 
on. Sharpshooters were not able to 
disburse them. When one protester 
was shot, he was dragged away and 
another took his place.

I was watching it on YouTube as 
one by one  protesters fell to another 
sharpshooter’s bullet. It was like 
shooting fish in a barrel.

I realize that the Ukranian situation 
is more complicated than what I have 
room for here, but my point is that 
what we take for granted here, people 
are prepared to die for elsewhere.

In these off-year elections, it’s hard 
to excite the masses, especially in the 
primary races. I tried it in 1998 when 
I ran unsuccessfully for Brazoria 
County Judge. I spent a lot of money 
and time hoping to get peoples’ 
attention.

It didn’t work well enough to win. 
Going up against an incumbent 
was like swimming upstream. But I 
think the campaign accomplished a 
secondary goal.

 Those of you who voted in 1998 

ROUNDABOUT

By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

We must stop them.
We must stop the millions of Girl 

Scouts who are, right this moment, 
preying on a helpless public, making 
us buy and consume calories we don’t 
need - at the rate of one or two rows 
of cookies at each sitting.

I am on a diet, you see - not just a 
low-carb diet, but a low-fat diet, low-
calorie diet. I am getting by on only 
1,300 or 1,400 calories a day.

That means I can’t eat sweets or 
drink adult beverages or consume 
pretty much anything that tastes good 
and makes me happy. I am giving up 
almost all my vices in one fell swoop 
- making me one of the least pleasant 
people you’d want to be around.

The only upside is that this diet is 
very effective - and it is working. It is 
monitored by well-educated admin-
istrators and coaches. I meet them 
every Saturday morning for a weigh-in 
and to discuss any untoward dieting 
challenges that I faced the prior week.

There is no greater challenge to 
a dieter than Thin Mints, Samoas, 
Peanut Butter Patties and, my hands-
down favorite, shortbread Trefoils.

Oh, sweet heaven on Earth, I’d give 
my right arm for the Trefoils recipe - if 
I didn’t need my right arm to dunk the 
cookies in a mug of ice-cold milk.

Look, I understand that the Girl 
Scouts organization was founded in 
1912 to help girls develop physically, 
mentally and spiritually.

I know the annual cookie sale has 
become a tasty part of American 

Do those 
smartphone 
traffic apps 
really work?

See Page 10
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Our 20th year of publishing!

DRIVERS WANTED
Owner Operators-Flatbed, Pipe 

Hauling. 80% of load, Top drivers 
avg. $6k/wk! Weekly Pay. 23yoa, 
2yrs exp, CDL-A. www.adamsii.com 
Adams Trucking: 800-525-6958 x3

SO, IS THIS GUY THE MAN OF YOUR DREAMS, MISS? A man was 
about to drop to one knee to propose to his girlfriend on the street in Elk 
City, Okla., when he was spotted by a cop who knew the guy was wanted on 
charges of writing bogus checks. The police officer put the guy in handcuffs, 
but allowed him to finish his proposal. The woman said “yes.”

THIS WILL NOT HELP YOUR CASE: A young man, who was sum-
moned to court in Redding, Calif., to answer a charge of auto theft, stole a 
neighbor’s truck to get there. The neighbor saw him and called the cops, who 
arrested the kid in short order.

JOE’S LOUNGE, HOW CAN I HELP YOU? A man got drunk and drove 
his All-Terrain Vehicle out onto Beaver Dam Lake in Wisconsin at three in 
the morning, and promptly fell right through the ice. In an unusual move, he 
called his bartender for help. The bartender alerted rescue personnel, who 
saved the guy.

THINGS LIKE THIS CAN HAPPEN WHEN YOU RIDE HOME WITH A 
STRIPPER: A 72-year-old man gave a stripper a very large tip at the Shark 
Lounge in Daytona, Fla., so she and her boyfriend offered to give him a ride 
home as a “good deed.” Alas, they were pulled over at 3:30 a.m. because the 
car in which they were riding had been stolen in South Carolina.

EVER HEARD THE SAYING ‘QUIT WHILE YOU’RE AHEAD?’ Two men, 
who stole a shopping cart full of electronics from a Wal-Mart in Boynton 
Beach, Fla., were caught when they went back into the store to steal two big 
screen TVs.

THAT’S WHY I COULDN’T FIND IT: A man was arrested in Prescott, Ariz., 
for insurance fraud after he reported his $50,000 dune buggy stolen and tried 
to file a claim for the money. He was caught because he had sold the vehicle 
on Craigslist.

NO, I WON’T DROP THE KNIFE … WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO 
ABOUT IT!? A young man who tried to shoplift some records at a music 
store in Red Lion, Pa., soon came in contact with the owner, a British former 
MMA cage fighter. “I pulled them out of his pocket, and that’s when he pulled 
the knife out,” the owner said. “That was when it was on right there.” The 
struggle, which didn’t last long, ended with the shoplifter unconscious.

SO, WHERE ARE WE GOING? A carjacker threw an 85-year-old female 
driver out of her SUV in Phoenix, and drove to the Wild Horse Pass Casino, 
not realizing that her 91-year-old husband was still in the vehicle.

NOTHING BUT THE BEST FOR THEM: A man stole more than $130,000 
in cash and jewels in 32 burglaries of homes in Izumi city, Japan over a 
one-year period. He told arresting officers that he did it to feed 120 cats a 
gourmet diet.

UH, IT WASN’T ME; IT WAS ROBIN: An 18-year-old kid, dressed as 
Batman, started a fire in the book return chute of the library in Townsville, 
Australia.

One of the Brazosport area’s longest-running fun runs is back for a 34th year.
The Brazosport College Gator Gallop is slated for Saturday, March 22 on the 

campus of Brazosport College. The event will consist of a 5K run (3.1 miles), a 
BASF Kid’s Run (600 meters) and a one-mile walk/run.

The entry fee for either the 5K or one-mile run is $17 if application is received 
early.

Participation in both races is $22 if registered early. Race-day registration is 
$20 for each race or $25 for both runs. The price for the BASF Kids Run is $1 
(optional). 

Race-day registration and packet pick-up begins at 6:30 a.m. March 22, with 
the one-mile race/walk beginning at 7:30 a.m., followed by the BASF Kids Run 
at 7:45 a.m. and the 5K Gallop at 8 a.m.

Participants can register online at www.thedriven.net. Registration informa-
tion can be found by clicking the “event list” tab at the bottom of the page. On 
race day, runners can register in front of the gym on the Brazosport College 
campus.

For more information, call the Brazosport College Community Education 
department at (979) 230-3600.

BC Gator Gallop scheduled for March 22

Six Flags files suit against German maker of roller coaster, claiming it was defective
By Sandra Baker
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (MCT)

FORT WORTH, Texas — Six Flags 
Over Texas in Arlington is suing the 
German manufacturer of the Texas 
Giant, alleging the roller coaster train 
car from which a Dallas woman fell to 
her death last summer was defective 
and dangerous.

Six Flags and its parent company 
made the allegations in a cross-action 
filed in the case in state district court 
in Tarrant County. In September, the 
family of Rosa Esparza, 52, filed suit 
against Six Flags Over Texas, Six 
Flags Entertainment Corp., Six Flags 
Theme Park Inc., Texas Flags Ltd. 
and Gerstlauer Amusement Rides, 
the German company that made the 
ride.

Six Flags and Gerstlauer have 
denied liability in the case. In previ-
ous court filings, Six Flags maintains 
it complied with inspections and 

maintenance procedures recom-
mended by Gerstlauer.

Six Flags was not specific in the 
latest filing as to how it believes the 
roller coaster was defective. Rather, 
Six Flags again said it followed all 
the recommended operation and 
maintenance procedures on the ride 
as spelled out by Gerstlauer, even at 
the time of the July 19 accident.

Six Flags said it is joining Espar-
za’s family to “allege that (Gerst-
lauer’s) roller coaster train was a 
defective product that was unreason-
ably dangerous in design, manufac-

ture, distribution and promotion,” the 
filing said. Six Flags also alleges that 
Gerstlauer, as seller of the train, is 
“liable to (Six Flags) for strict prod-
ucts liability and negligence.”

Kenneth Broughton, a Houston 
attorney representing Gerstlauer, said 
the filing is a contract maneuver by 
Six Flags under its purchase agree-
ment with Gerstlauer, which carries 
an indemnity provision. Broughton 

said such a move is “pretty standard” 
in such cases.

Gerstlauer has 20 days to respond 
to the filing, and Broughton said 
they will likely file a “mirror image” 
of a cross-action. In the filing, Six 
Flags said it was “simply a conduit 
of providing the ride for the public’s 
use” and is seeking “full indemnity” 
from Gerstlauer. It did not specify 
the amount of money it is seeking. HELP WANTED

Openings for counter 
clerk, cook. All shifts. 
Apply in person.

Red Top
Restaurant

Hwy. 36 North, Brazoria
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed notices, but do 

not accept faxed notices or notices sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert them here for publication.

           Mega failures
Q.  Failures can be ranked from 

the everyday personal variety – like 
getting an “F” on a math test – to the 
larger, more historic ones.  Can you 
cite some of the latter type?

A.  #1.  After Alfred Nobel’s inven-
tion of dynamite and a newspaper 
dubbing him the “merchant of death,” 
he felt like a failure, says Jonathan 
Keats in “Discover” magazine.  Yet 
he went on to establish Nobel Prizes 

in peace, literature and the sciences.  
Interestingly, “only one scientist 
has won a Nobel for failing:”  Albert 
Michelson, who searched for the 
“luminiferous ether” that scientists 
believed was the carrier of light.  He 
couldn’t find it, and it took Albert 
Einstein to finally explain why.

#2.  Henry Ford’s Edsel was the 
“dodo” of automobiles, but an even 
worse idea was his 2.5 million-acre 
rubber tree plantation in the Amazon:  
“Fordlandia was indeed efficient   
– as a buffet for caterpillars.” 

#3.  On average, 10% of U.S. com-
panies go out of business annually.

#4.  The “Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence,” or SETI, has monitored 
the skies for alien communication for 
more than half a century “but scien-
tists have yet to hear the first word.”

#5.  The “Journal of Errology,” 
for cataloguing errors by scientists, 
attracted only two papers in a year 
and just “called it quits.”

#6.  If you’re thinking of signing 
up for Dennis Tito’s 2018 voyage to 
the Red Planet, consider Biosphere 
2, a prototype Martian settlement 
in the Arizona desert, where “most 
of the animals went extinct, and the 
eight human inhabitants were nearly 
asphyxiated.”

   It’s getting hot in here...
Q.  What relationship can be drawn 

between each of us and that 100-watt 

light bulb brightening our desk?
A.  As a warm-blooded spe-

cies, many of our behaviors are 
governed by our need to maintain 
body temperature, says Louis 
Bloomfield in “How Everything 
Works:  Making Physics Out of the 
Ordinary.”  Resting, we convert 
chemical potential energy into heat 
at about 80 Calories-per-hour.  Even 
when we’re doing no work, our heart 
keeps pumping, we keep synthesiz-
ing useful chemicals, and we keep 
thinking.

Interestingly, 80 Calories-per-
hour is a measure of power equal to 
about 100 watts (W), just like a 100 
W light bulb; with more activity, more 
heat energy will be produced.  “This 
steady production of thermal energy 
is why a room filled with people can 
get pretty warm.

100 W may not seem like very 
much power, but when a hundred 
people are packed into a tight 
space, they act like a 10,000 W 
space heater, and the whole room 
becomes unpleasantly hot.”

          Fictional words
Q.  Characterization is key to 

many works of fiction.  If you come 
up with the right name for your 
characters, your work may seem 
half done, says Anu Garg on his 
A.Word.A.Day website.  Can you 
identify a few of these names – from 
Dickens, Shakespeare and other 
writers – that are so colorful they’ve 
become words, or eponymns, in the 
English language?

A.  Credit Charles Dickens with 
“bumbledom,” after that pompous, 
self-important petty official Mr. 
Bumble in “Oliver Twist”; and “peck-
sniffian,” after the sanctimonious, 
hypocritical Seth Pecksniff in “Martin 
Chuzzlewit.”  Then there’s “milque-
toast,” meaning a timid, unassertive 
person, drawn from Casper Milque-
toast, a comic strip character by H.T. 
Webster (1885-1952).

For the habitual faultfinder or 
complainer, consider “smellfungus,” 
after a hypercritical character of the 
same name in Laurence Stern’s 
1768 novel, “A Sentimental Journey 
through France and Italy.”

Finally, from William Shakespeare 
comes “falstaffian,” derived from fat, 
jolly and convivial Sir John Falstaff in 
“Henry IV, Parts 1 & 2.”   

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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The Houston-Galveston Area Council is pleased to announce that 
Matagorda County Judge Nate McDonald has been elected Board Chair 
Elect for 2014.

He has served as Matagorda County’s representative on the H-GAC 
Board of Directors since 2007. Also elected as 2014 H-GAC officers are City 
of Pasadena Councilmember Darrell Morrison as Chair and City of La Porte 
Councilman Chuck Engelken, Jr. as Vice Chair.

The 2014 officers were installed at the H-GAC General Assembly Annual 
Meeting on Friday, Feb. 21. State Representative Wayne Smith, District 128, 
was the principal speaker at this annual gathering of local elected officials, 
administrators, civic and service leaders, and business and industry repre-
sentatives.

Representative Smith has served District 128 since 2002. District 128 
encompasses Baytown, Deer Park, La Porte, Morgan’s Point, Pasadena and 
portions of the unincorporated area of East Harris County.

H-GAC (www.h-gac.com) is a voluntary association of local governments 
and local elected officials from the 13-county Gulf Coast Planning Region, 
which includes an area of 12,500 square miles and more than 6 million 
people.

H-GAC works to promote efficient and accountable use of local, state, and 
federal tax dollars; serves as a problem-solving and information forum for 
local governments; and helps them analyze trends and conditions affecting 
the region in order to respond to their needs.

Matagorda County Judge Nate McDonald 
elected H-GAC chair-elect for this year

culture since it originated in 1917, 
when one troop held a small bake 
sale, selling sugar cookies.

I understand that managing cookie 
sales helps Girl Scouts learn useful 
sales, accounting and other business 
skills - and that it raises some $700 
million dollars yearly, funding many 
worthwhile Girl Scout activities.

But it’s still time to stop this 
outmoded cookie sale - for my sake 
and the sake of millions of other 
cookie victims. Who among us has 
the power to say no to any young girl 
raising money for charity who offers 
to sell us a legal product that’s so 
addictive?

Nobody - as demonstrated by 
one particularly tenacious Girl Scout 

in 1985. Elizabeth Brinton of Falls 
Church, Va., sold 11,200 boxes of 
Girl Scout cookies that sales season. 
She later topped her record by selling 
18,000 in another season. She sold 
more than 100,000 during her Girl 
Scout career.

And I was her only customer!
O.K., I wasn’t her customer, but 

you get the point. I’m addicted. I 
sense that word is getting around in 
local Girl Scout circles that I am an 
easy sale - so much so, I am afraid 
to go to any stores or public places 
where the clever order-takers will 
prey on me.

It is both troubling and puzzling to 
me that, in this era of government-
managed health care - a new era of 
regulations, mandates and penalties 

- it is still legal for any organization 
to raise funds by pushing so many 
sugary, salty, fatty treats onto our 
already obese population.

I am on a diet that will improve 
my health and hopefully reduce my 
future health concerns and benefit 
everybody else in my insurance 
pool. Shouldn’t our micromanaging 
government give me a tax credit for 
every cookie I don’t eat? Likewise, 
shouldn’t the peddlers of unhealthy 
treats - treats, as I said, that one can’t 
help but eat by the row - be subject to 
government fines or taxes? In these 
unusual times, I fear somebody will 
take these requests seriously - before 
I can break my diet, one row of Thin 
Mints at a time.

©2014 Tom Purcell. 

Girl Scout cookies and diets don’t mix, as the agony continues...
(Continued from Page 1) 

Preschoolers given liquor-filled Valentines chocolates
By Aisha Sultan
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (MCT)

ST. LOUIS — An inappropriate 
treat went home with preschoolers 
after a Valentine’s Day party at The 
Goddard School in Manchester, west 
of St. Louis.

A parent mistakenly included 
small liquor-filled chocolates in the 
children’s Valentine’s Day boxes, 
according to owner Marla Brunk.

“As soon as we learned this candy 
was placed in a few of our children’s 
Valentine’s boxes, we notified all 
parents in the classroom. To our 

knowledge, no child consumed 
the candy,” Brunk said. “We take 
incidents like this very seriously. We 
have self-reported the incident to our 
corporate office and state licensor, 
and are working with the state to 
investigate the situation. As a precau-
tion, the teachers responsible for the 
classroom will be on probation until 
the investigation has concluded,” she 
said in a statement.

The Missouri Department of Health 
and Senior Services confirmed that 
the school reported the incident to the 
department’s Section for Child Care 

Regulation and an investigation was 
initiated, according to spokesman 
Ryan Hobart.

There is no additional information 
available at this time, since this is an 
ongoing investigation, Hobart added. 
State officials will talk with facility 
staff and any other people who were 
involved to try to figure out what hap-
pened, he said.

Brunk said school officials spoke 
with the parent involved, who was 
very apologetic, stating that she 
had no idea that there was a small 
amount of alcohol in the chocolates. 
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Albert Rubio, director of The Fifth Avenue Club in the Houston Galleria, 
recently appeared at a Brazosport College Foundation’s Women’s Lecture 
Luncheon Series event on Thursday, Feb. 6 at the Dow Academic Center on 
the Brazosport College Campus. The luncheon featured a Saks Fifth Avenue 
Style Show with eight models, including fashion commentary highlight-
ing designer trends for Spring 2014. Pictured are, from left, Albert Rubio, 
Director of The Fifth Avenue Club in the Houston Galleria; Serena Andrews, 
Brazosport College Vice President, Institutional Advancement; Dr. Millicent 
Valek, Brazosport College President; Denise Holtzclaw, Brazosport College 
Foundation Development Officer and Tijuana Harvey, Saks Fifth Avenue 
Marketing Manager.

Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
event highlights fashion trends

AHS Student Wins Scholarship from Area Blood Center
Senior Zana Rodriguez recently 

received a surprise $1,000 scholar-
ship from the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center.

“It was completely out-of-the-
blue,” Zana said.  “I was extremely 
overwhelmed and very excited to be 
chosen for the scholarship.”

To select the recipient of the 
scholarship, the Blood Center held a 
drawing for area schools that hosted 
a blood drive between Jan. 1 and 
Jan. 17.

 For the first time, Angleton High 
School won the drawing, and teacher 
Leslie Schmerber, the advisor for the 
AHS chapter of Health Occupation 
Students of America (HOSA) - which 
is the group that spearheaded the 
blood drive - was tasked with choos-
ing a HOSA member to receive the 
honor.

“Zana has been in HOSA for three 
years,” Schmerber said.  “This year 

she is the HOSA president, and she 
has also donated blood in the school 
blood drives.  All around, she is an 
excellent student and has worked 
hard within the organization; she 
definitely deserves the scholarship.”

As HOSA president, Zana was 
instrumental in planning the blood 
drive.

“From the set-up to the paperwork 
to getting the donations of food and 
Gatorade, it’s a lot of work,” she said.  
“People don’t realize the amount of 
preparation that goes into plan-

ning this kind of event, but it is very 
rewarding when we are able to help 
the Blood Center with much needed 
donations.”

Zana plans to continue her educa-
tion in the medical field and will put 
her scholarship money to good use at 
Sam Houston State University, where 
she will study nursing and psychol-
ogy.

“I want to continue to help people, 
and I know that through nursing and 
psychology, I will be able to achieve 
that goal.”

Limits sought on weed killer to help monarch butterflies
LOS ANGELES — With monarch butterfly populations rapidly dwindling, 

a conservation organization this week asked the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to implement tougher rules for the weed killer glyphosate — first 
marketed under the brand name Roundup — to save America’s most beloved 
insect from further decline. In a petition, the Natural Resources Defense Council 
argued that current uses of glyphosate are wiping out milkweed, the only plant 
upon which monarch caterpillars feed. The loss of milkweed is having a devas-
tating effect on the life cycles of the large, fragile orange-and-black butterflies. 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 
James D. Bird, Deceased, were issued on January 16, 2014, in Cause No. 
PR034679, pending in the County Court at Law No. 2, Brazoria County, Texas, 
to: Linda Sue Bird Ogden.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.

c/o: Victor A. Sturm
Attorney at Law 
2420 S. Grand Blvd.
Pearland, Texas 77581

DATED the 11th day of February, 2014
By:/s/Victor A. Sturm

Attorney for Linda Sue Bird Ogden
State Bar No: 19451500

2420 S. Grand Blvd.
Pearland, Texas 77581

Telephone: (281) 485-2011
Facsimile: (281) 485-5730

E-mail: victor@sturmlawfirm.com

Retired teachers 
plan meeting

Brazoria County Retired Teach-
ers Association will meet on Friday, 
March 7, 11:15 a.m., at Bethel Pres-
byterian Church in East Columbia.

The program will be the music of 
Gary and James Rogers.

For information, or to make a lunch 
reservation, contact Becky Gaconnet 
at (979) 345-5060 by Wednesday, 
March 5.

When to seek a deed in lieu of foreclosure
By Steve Bucci
Bankrate.com (MCT)

QUESTION: My husband and I 
are struggling to make ends meet. 
We’re retired and owe a lot more 
on our home than it is worth. The 
payments are too high for our 
fixed income, and we’re trying to 
find the best way to handle this. 
As far as we can tell, we wouldn’t 
be able to refinance the home at a 
lower interest rate since our debt-
to-income ratio is too high. We 
are thinking instead of a deed in 
lieu of foreclosure, which I think 
would allow us to walk away from 
our mortgage. Our credit score 
will take a hit, but at this point 
in our lives, it doesn’t matter. Do 
you think this would be our most 
beneficial route to take? Thank 
you for your advice. —Peggy

ANSWER: I’m concerned about 
the decision you and your husband 
have made to retire. Your inabil-
ity to pay your mortgage should 
have been a warning sign that you 
weren’t financially prepared to retire. 
Of course, many people are forced 
into retirement because of illness 
or other circumstances that prevent 
them from continuing to work. But if 
you are physically able and willing to 
go back to work, I suggest that you 
strongly consider it.

Besides your credit, you may 
have more to lose by walking away 

from your mortgage. For example, 
any debt forgiven on a mortgage 
will be considered income by the 
Internal Revenue Service following 
the 2013 expiration of the Mortgage 
Forgiveness Debt Relief Act. So 
you would owe income taxes on the 
amount forgiven with a deed in lieu 
of foreclosure. Depending on how 
much your home is underwater, you 
could be looking at a very big tax 
bill.

Additionally, you’ll need to be 
sure that your financial problems 
will be solved by walking away from 
your house. If not, you’re probably 
going to need to get a job. And it is 
much harder to get hired with a bad 
credit report since many employ-
ers use them as a part of the hiring 
process.

Finally, losing your house means 
you’re going to need to find another 
place to live. Just like potential 
employers, many landlords check 
credit reports as part of the leasing 
process. And the foreclosure will 
be on your credit report for seven 
years.

So, bottom line, I’d suggest 
that before you do anything else, 
you should review your retirement 
plans with a financial professional. 
Meanwhile, update your resumes. 
And if you want to check out the real 
cost of your debt, check out one of 
Bankrate.com’s calculators.

Attn: Writers
We are always looking for writ-

ers! If you are interested in this 
freelance opportunity, please 
send a few samples of your work 
to: john.bulletin@gmail.com. All 
writers will be considered. Must 
have ability to send articles and 
photos via Internet and ability to 
handle assignments and also 
come up with story ideas.

Consumer Reports names Tesla top pick in annual car rankings
By Jerry Hirsch
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Consumer Reports named the 
Tesla Motors Model S electric car 
the best vehicle on the road.

The magazine called the luxury 
sports sedan its top pick of all 2014 
model year autos. This was the first 
time since 2010 that Consumer 
Reports named a top overall pick. 
The last was the Lexus LS 460L.

Five of the magazine’s 10 top 
picks this year were Japanese 
nameplates, including Honda’s 
Accord and Odyssey, Subaru’s 
Impreza and Forester, and Toyota’s 
Prius hybrid.

German car companies placed 
two vehicles on the “Top Picks” list, 
including the BMW 328i and the 
Audi A6.

American manufacturers were 
represented by Tesla and Chrysler, 
with its Ram 1500 pickup truck. 
This was the first time that a 
Chrysler vehicle made the list since 
1998, when the Jeep Grand Chero-
kee achieved top pick honors.

South Korean automaker 
Hyundai rounded out the list with its 
Santa Fe sport-utility vehicle.

Consumer Reports names a 
best overall vehicle infrequently, 
but its staff was wowed by the 

$89,650 Tesla it tested, said Jake 
Fisher, the magazine’s automotive 
test director. He said it could have 
won in several of the segments, 
including the top green car and top 
luxury car.

“This electric luxury vehicle offers 
blistering acceleration, razor-sharp 
handling, a compliant ride, and 
a versatile cabin with room for a 
small third-row seat,” the magazine 
said. “This technological tour de 
force, while pricey, is brimming with 
innovation and offers a 225-mile 
driving range.”

Japanese brands have domi-
nated the magazine’s list for years, 
but their lock on the recommenda-
tions is starting to decline, said Rik 
Paul, Consumer Reports’ automo-

tive editor. Japanese brands took 
five spots — the fewest in the 
18-year history of the ratings.

One factor is Toyota’s decline in 
Consumer Reports annual ratings, 
Fisher said.

Toyota, including its Lexus and 
Scion brands, regularly places most 
of its models on Consumer Reports’ 
list of recommended vehicles, but 
this year only 14 of its 28 cars 
made that list. While that was still 
the most of any manufacturer, that 
compares to 20 to 22 in each of the 
previous four years.

Consumer Reports likes the way 
recent Ford models drive but is 
concerned about reliability involving 
the MyFord Touch infotainment and 
electronic controls system.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Do not blame God for a loved ones’ sins
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m angry at God because He took my husband from me. He was sup-
posed to be a good Christian, but he ran away with his secretary and said he 
didn’t want anything more to do with me. If God really loved me, He wouldn’t 
have let this happen. - Mrs. K.S.

A: Although you may have a hard time believing it right now, God still loves 
you, and He is even more concerned about what’s happened to you than you 
are. The Bible says, “The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger 
and rich in love” (Psalm 145:8).

You see, what your husband did was wrong, not only in your eyes but in 
God’s eyes as well. When you were married, he took a solemn vow before 
God to be faithful to you until you were parted by death. But he chose to 
break that vow by becoming involved with another woman and eventually 
turning his back on his marriage vows. In other words, don’t blame God for 
what happened; your husband alone is responsible for what he did. The Bible 
says, “When you make a vow to God ... fulfill your vow” (Ecclesiastes 5:4).

But I also urge you not to let anger or bitterness hold you captive any 
longer. If you do, they will become like an acid eating away at your soul. I 
know it’s hard for you not to focus on the past, but if you do, you’ll become a 
prisoner to its hurts and emotions. Instead, ask God to help you refocus on 
the future.

How can you do this? Begin by confessing your sins to God, including the 
feelings of anger you’ve had toward Him. Then ask Jesus Christ to come into 
your life and sweep it clean, and then by faith trust your future into His hands.

The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) recently presented Brazosport College, in partnership with BASF Corporation, 
a $510,834 Skills Development Fund grant. The grant will provide training for more than 303 new hires and incumbent 
BASF workers. Pictured are, from left, Tommy Plummer, Training Coordinator, Southeast Texas for BASF; Andres Alcan-
tar, Texas Workforce Commission Chairman; Dr. Millicent Valek, Brazosport College President; and Allen June, Leader 
for Human Resources at BASF’s Freeport site. 

Texas Workforce Commission awards 
BC, BASF job-training grant
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may remember that we debated 
several  important issues affecting 
the daily lives of Brazoria County 
residents, like tax abatement and 
taxpayers footing the bill for many 
expenditures by county officials that 
were private and should have been 
reimbursed.

We debated how much expan-
sion - and on what terms and how 
fast it took place - was best for the 
county; how new development in the 
northern section should be handled; 
how the county’s business should be 
only for the benefit of the residents, 
nothing else.

I kept repeating that I had only 
one measuring stick: If it’s good for 
the people of the county, we’ll do it. 
That was generalizing some compli-
cated issues, but during a campaign, 
itemizing each little detail loses a 
lot in translation. I felt very strongly 
about the Optional Road Law, but 
explaining its benefits to a crowd in 
five minutes was difficult.

I wanted to win, obviously. I still 
feel that I would have made a good, 
hard-working county judge. I would 
have served the people well. But the 
chances were slim. I ran anyway.

It was more of a protest candidacy 
than anything else, shedding light 
on issues that were important to 
me. I was spreading a message the 
peaceful way, like today’s candidates 
are spreading theirs.

We don’t need to set fires in the 
town square to get our message out.

When I printed controversial 
stories in The Bulletin about our 
county government, nobody from 
the powers in place tried to shut 

me down.  A few opponents made 
awkward attempts to go after my 
advertisers, but that just landed me 
more advertisers.

One time, a group that shall 
remain nameless because we kissed 
and made up a long time ago, even 
sent me a letter letting me know why 
they would not deal with The Bulletin 
and why they were freezing us out of 
all advertisements.

The letter ran Page 1 the next 
week, and I had to add four more 
pages to a special section targeted 
by the group. I admit that I some-
times miss the rocky ride of those 
days. Things have calmed down 
quite a bit since then.

I could tell war stories forever, but 
I need to return to my premise.

I hope things work out in the 
Ukraine. I know it is complicated, 
and it may take a while for cooler 
heads to prevail. I hope the next 
time they decide who their leaders 
should be, it will be at the ballot box, 
safe and sound, with no government 
snipers around.

I also hope that once they achieve 
their goal, they also will cherish 
democracy and cradle it like we have 
since 1776.

I know we have problems. I know 
we’re not perfect and that a democ-
racy has its built-in friction.

But it’s friction created by words, 
not weapons. That’s how our 
democracy functions. And every time 
we vote, we express our protest or 
agreement, on all levels.

Note to the protesters in Kiev: 
Once things settle down, copy our 
Constitution. It’s a good one and will 
serve you well for many years.

(Continued from Page 1)

We take for granted what people die for elsewhere

It’s up, up and away for ancient trapped helium escaping from steam vents and hot springs at Yellowstone
By Monte Morin
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Talk about passing gas: Vast 
stores of helium are escaping from 
the steam vents and hot springs 
of Yellowstone National Park after 
being trapped within Earth’s crust 
for up to 2 billion years, according to 
new research.

In a study published in the journal 
Nature, researchers with the U.S. 
Geological Survey determined that 
the famed national park was releas-
ing hundreds — if not thousands 
— of times more helium than 
anticipated.

In fact, researchers say, the 

escaping helium — about 60 tons 
per year — is enough to fill one 
Goodyear blimp every week.

They also calculate that this 
“sudden” release of gas began 
roughly 2 million years ago, with the 
advent of volcanic activity there.

“That might seem like a really, 
really long time to people, but in the 
geologic time scale, the volcanism 
is a recent phenomenon,” said study 
co-author Bill Evans, a research 
chemist at the USGS office in Menlo 
Park, Calif.

Helium, or more accurately the 
isotope helium-4, is produced in 
Earth’s crust as uranium and thorium 

decay. Often, this nonradioactive, 
crustal helium is swept away by 
groundwater, or freed as a result of 
tectonic movement.

But in areas where there is little 
groundwater or movement in Earth’s 
crust, helium-4 can remain trapped 
and build up over time. This is 
especially true at Yellowstone, where 
inactive rocks, or what geologists 
call “craton,” have been estimated to 

be 2.5 billion years old. (The park is 
located primarily in Wyoming.)

“The Yellowstone crust is among 
the oldest on Earth, and for most 
of its history, had been part of the 
tectonically moribund core of North 
America,” said lead study author 
Jacob Lowenstern, a research 
geologist and scientist-in-charge of 
the Yellowstone Volcano Observa-
tory.

Things began to change roughly 
2 million years ago, however, when 
hot magma intruded on the crustal 
system from below and triggered 
several enormous volcanic erup-
tions, the most recent about 640,000 
years ago.

“Think of it this way: You have 
these old crustal rocks just sitting 
around for hundreds of millions, per-
haps billions of years,” Evans said.
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By Katie Humphrey
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (MCT)

Mobile apps promise real-time traffic info, but 
— honk! honk! — picking the best route is still a 
gamble.

It’s the commuter’s constant question: Stay the 
course despite the traffic jam or stray in search of a 
faster route?

Winter weather only ups the ante.
Routine and gut instinct, plus a well-timed radio 

traffic report, used to be our guides.
Then the smartphone-turned-navigator came 

along, giving us real-time traffic updates with the tap 
of a touch screen. Apps like Waze and Google Maps 
highlight the fastest routes based on traffic data, 
while state-run tools post traffic and road conditions.

But computers aren’t always the best co-pilots, 
especially in a snowstorm. The technology can 
provide a nifty snapshot of the present, but can’t say 
with absolute certainty what will come next.

Elisa Poquette found that out on a recent snowy 
morning. According to Google Maps, her trip from 
south Minneapolis to her Wayzata, Minn., office 
should have taken 45 minutes.

“It took me over an hour just to get to the basilica,” 
she said. “It was just absurd how wrong it was.”

So is our faith in such apps misplaced? Our hope 
for technology too high? Will we be stuck in traffic 
forever?

“(Apps) can tell you what may happen in the near 
future, assuming that nothing out of the ordinary 
takes place,” said John Hourdos, director of the 
Minnesota Traffic Observatory. “During your trip, a 
billion unexpected things can happen that are going 
to push your experience out of the ordinary. It’s quite 
unpredictable, bottom line.”

The Minnesota Department of Transportation has 
been tracking traffic in real time for decades. The 
department uses sensors on freeways and many 
state highways in the metro area to figure out where 
traffic’s moving and where it’s jammed.

Construction updates, road conditions (reported by 
snowplow drivers), plus hazards or crashes reported 
by the State Patrol have long been available to traffic 
reporters and the general public by calling 511 or 
checking www.511mn.org.

That wealth of public data is often the basis for 
other navigation apps.

Google Maps, which displays real-time traffic flow 
with red, yellow and green lines, also draws data 
from the GPS coordinates of Android phone users 
who have opted to anonymously share their loca-
tions.

Waze, purchased by Google last year for a 
reported $1 billion, is even more fervent about crowd-
sourcing. Its millions of users worldwide, all tracked 
by their phones’ GPS, update the Waze map in real 
time just by driving. They can also report specific 
incidents, from slow traffic to police car sightings, 
with voice commands. Waze added the hands-free 
controls so people wouldn’t be tapping while driving. 

Do smartphone traffic 
apps really work?
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Look for us on 
Facebook

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are at 
Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. 
Why not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care? 
Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the 
pet population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill 
out an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

March 3: ON THIS DATE in 1931, 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” offi-
cially became the national anthem 
of the United States. In 1991, in a 
case that sparked a national outcry 
and local violence, motorist Rodney 
King was severely beaten by Los 
Angeles police in a scene captured 
on amateur video.

March 4: ON THIS DATE in 1944, 
U.S. bombers struck Berlin for the 
first time during World War II. In 
1964, Teamsters boss Jimmy Hoffa 
was convicted of jury tampering.

March 5: ON THIS DATE in 1770, 
the Boston Massacre took place as 
British soldiers, taunted by a crowd 
of colonists, opened fire, killing five 
people. In 1946, Winston Churchill 
delivered his “Iron Curtain” speech in 
Fulton, Mo.

March 6: ON THIS DATE in 1836, 
the Alamo in San Antonio, Texas, 
fell to Mexican forces after a 13-day 
siege; all American defenders were 
slain. In 1857, in its “Dred Scott” 
decision, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that Scott, a slave who had 
escaped to the North, could not sue 
for his freedom in federal court.

March 7: ON THIS DATE in 1926, 
the first successful trans-Atlantic 
radiotelephone conversation was 
made. In 1936, Adolf Hitler ordered 
German troops to march into the 
Rhineland, thereby breaking the 
Treaty of Versailles and the Locarno 
Pact.

March 8: ON THIS DATE in 1948, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
religious instruction in public schools 
was unconstitutional. In 1965, the 
United States landed 3,500 Marines 
in South Vietnam. 

March 9: ON THIS DATE in 1862, 
during the Civil War, the ironclad 
warships Monitor and Virginia (for-
merly called the Merrimac) clashed 
for five hours to a draw off Hampton 
Roads, Va. In 1959, the Mattel toy 
company introduced the Barbie doll.

Answer to last week’s question: 
This week in 1864, President Lincoln 
appointed Gen. Ulysses S. Grant 
as commander in chief of the Union 
Army during the Civil War.

This week’s question: In 1953, 
who became secretary-general of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union?

Talking dogs: Attention-seeking dogs need firm, patient response
By Lisa Moore
The Modesto Bee (MCT)

Q: When I come home, my dog 
comes running at me and grabs at 
my arm, purse, or whatever else she 
can get a hold of. How can I fix this?

— Sue
A: Well Sue, that doesn’t sound 

fun at all, except maybe for the dog. 
Dogs generally become excited when 
we return home, but our response to 
their excitement can either defuse the 
situation or cause the dog to become 
even more excited and out of control. 
Keep this in mind: Your dog wants 
YOU — your eye contact, your voice 
and your touch — that’s attention. 
And you should use that powerful 
information to your advantage.

If your response when she starts 
this behavior is to scold her (atten-

tion), try to push her away (touch 
is attention), or pull your arms and 
purse out of her mouth (tug-of-war 
and attention), your message isn’t 
being received — you’ve created a 
great game for the dog.

You don’t mention what breed of 
dog you have, but I’m betting it’s a 
retriever of some sort. These dogs 
tend to be a bit more oral that a lot of 
other breeds. You’ll want to have a 
stash of soft toys in your garage, so 
you can grab one before entering the 
house. When you walk in the door, 
pretend you don’t even have a dog: 
Make no eye contact, don’t talk to 
her (even scolding is attention), and 
definitely don’t pet her. As she moves 
in closely, stuff that toy into her 

mouth. What will likely happen is she 
will bounce around in her continued 
excitement to see you, but be chomp-
ing on that toy all the while.

Next, move past her into the rest 
of the house, pretending she doesn’t 
exist. Even if she follows you, chomp-
ing on her toy, pay no attention. The 
time to interact with your dog directly 
is when her body language suggests 
that she is no longer over-stimulated. 
She might lie down, might even quit 
mouthing the toy, and will probably 
move away from you. Then, when 
she is calm and you are ready, go 
over to her and quietly, gently pet and 
interact with her.

Over time, a new routine will 
evolve: You walk in the door, the dog 
eagerly awaits the toy you give her, 
she moves away chomping on it, and 
settles down calmly within seconds.

Dog has sock fetish
Q: When I walk down the hallway, 

my terrier mix follows and bites at my 
feet. I’m usually only wearing socks, 

and sometimes she gets them off my 
foot while I’m trying to kick her off. I’m 
running out of patience — and socks. 
Please advise.

A: There are a number of similari-
ties between your situation and the 
previous one. Your dog has figured 
out a way to create a great game. 
Your feet present a moving target, 
at her eye level, and she goes for it, 
which often results in a great game of 
tug, plus she gets to run off with the 
prized sock occasionally. I hope you 
don’t chase after her.

This situation will resolve over 
time, as long as you create the 
right set up. One option is to wear 
shoes for a while, and each time you 
begin your walk down the hallway, 
stop before she gets to you. Don’t 
interact with her in any way, and 
don’t move your feet. Dogs aren’t 
terribly patient creatures, and if you 
stand there, still and quiet, she likely 
will give up quickly, and move on to 
find something else to do. When she 
does, you can continue to walk down 
the hallway, but be prepared to stop 
again when she comes back, hoping 
for the game to return.

Puch wants to play, but owner is tired of being 
grabbed and pulled when she comes home
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Vestiges of earlier America, tobacco barns hold allure for preservationists
By Maria Recio
McClatchy Washington Bureau (MCT)

PORT TOBACCO, Md. — The 
quaint village of Port Tobacco in the 
rolling hills of southern Maryland, an 
hour from Washington, has a few 
pre-Revolutionary War homes on a 
square and a rebuilt courthouse that 
only hint at what was a once-impor-
tant river port and a colony built on 
the export of tobacco.

The tributary that connected the 
town to the Potomac River and the 
seas beyond is mostly silted over 
now. But from the 17th century, when 
local Indians taught colonists about 
tobacco, to the 19th century, ships 
took the crop to eager buyers in 
England.

A few hundred feet away from the 
square, perilously close to a busy 
two-lane road, is an iconic symbol of 
that era: a weathered tobacco barn, 
20 feet by 40 feet. Once used to cure 
tobacco leaves, it’s now falling down. 
But an effort is underway to restore it, 
along with others like it.

Areas in tobacco-growing states 
— Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Kentucky, Georgia and 
Maryland — are dotted with the 
wooden barns, some that date to 
the Revolutionary War, others to the 
boom years after the Civil War, when 
the Union soldiers discovered the 
sweet tobacco of the South. Many 
more were built in the 20th century.

Tobacco use has declined sharply 
because of health concerns; 18 per-
cent of U.S. adults smoke now, down 
from 42 percent in 1965, according to 
government figures. Even the image 
of tobacco has suffered. Eric Lawson, 
who portrayed the iconic Marlboro 
Man in print ads from 1978 to 1981, 
died recently at age 72 from chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease, a 
smoking-related lung illness.

With the buyout of tobacco-grow-
ing farmers in the 2000s after a 
settlement with cigarette makers, 
it’s the barns, many in disrepair, that 
remain. And now they’ve drawn the 
interest of historic preservationists.

“It’s a very important part of our 
history here, our culture, in the 
tobacco regions,” said Eldred “Wink” 
Prince, a history professor and 
expert in tobacco culture at Coastal 
Carolina University in Conway, S.C. 
“These barns are good things, and 
they deserve to be remembered and 
preserved.”

A Japanese tobacco company is 
launching a $100,000 pilot grant pro-
gram this month through Preservation 
Virginia, a nonprofit group, to help 
restore tobacco barns. Preservation 
groups also are promoting private 
and local government restorations, 
such as the Port Tobacco barn work, 
which is under the supervision of the 
local county government.

For Jeff Thompson, a contractor 
who’s restored dozens of tobacco 
barns in southern Maryland since the 
National Park Service gave the state 
a $200,000 grant in 2006, the move-
ment brings a special satisfaction.

“It is an icon, especially of southern 
Maryland,” he said.

On a tour of barns Thompson has 
rebuilt in the region, he pointed out 
a Port Tobacco barn’s wooden pegs, 
instead of nails, holding the boards 
together. The barn dates to 1835.

Inside several of the barns are the 
remains of a once-thriving industry: 
an array of scattered wooden slats, 
once laid out in neat rows where the 
leaves would hang until they were 
cured.

In North Carolina, where the barns 
are a different style from Maryland’s, 
recognition is growing that time is 
running out.

“There were a few hundred 
thousand of them at one time, and 
now there’s maybe a thousand,” said 
Michael Southern, senior architec-
tural historian at the North Carolina 
State Historic Preservation Office. 
“They disappear every day. These 

are a neglected type of historic icons. 
It’s hard to overstate the importance 
of tobacco in the North Carolina 
economy.”

Caswell County, a northern North 
Carolina county that still produces 
tobacco, was the choice of JTI 
— Japan Tobacco International — to 
be one of three tobacco-region coun-
ties, along with Halifax and Pittsyl-
vania counties in Virginia, in its pilot 
program, phase one of a $300,000 
project.

“Some of the barns that will be 
restored are almost 150 years old 
and have been in the families of area 

tobacco growers for generations,” 
said Ward Anderson, a spokesman 
for JTI Leaf Services, the company’s 
U.S. arm, located in the Virginia 
tobacco region.

Farmers will be eligible to receive 
up to $4,500 to fix their barns, 
according to Betsy Edwards, the 
development director of Preserva-
tion Virginia, the nonprofit agency 
that’s running the program. She said 
the company “felt that it was a very 
tangible way to preserve the history 
of tobacco.”

The Virginia and North Carolina 
barns, often made from logs, are 
smaller than their Maryland coun-
terparts because the tobacco there 
is “flue-cured,” meaning it was 
cured from a heat source, such as 
a fireplace, that ran a flue through 
the interior so that the heat would 
dry the leaves. In Maryland, with a 
different type of tobacco, the barns 

are referred to as “air-cured,” mean-
ing they allow ventilation through the 
boards.

“They became a major part of the 
rural landscape, so much so that 
they’re a symbol of rural Virginia that 
we don’t want to lose,” said Sonja 
Ingram, a Danville, Va.-based official 
with Preservation Virginia.

Preservation North Carolina has 
been focusing on another aspect of 
tobacco heritage: the large factories 
and warehouses left empty after 
the shift away from tobacco. The 
group promoted the use of federal 
and state historic tax credits for the 

conversion of R.J. Reynolds’ old fac-
tory in Winston-Salem to a biotech 
center.

In Durham, a tobacco warehouse-
factory complex that’s now the 
American Tobacco Historic District 
— combining offices, shops and 
residences — has transformed the 
downtown.

“There’s not been a really direct 
effort to save the barns,” said Myrick 
Howard, the president of Preserva-
tion North Carolina, who supports 
the idea.

Tobacco barn owners might be 
eligible for state and federal historic 
tax credits help finance restorations, 
but the requirements are pretty strict.

In South Carolina, tobacco took 
off as a cash crop in the 1890s in the 
eastern part of the state.

“I think they’re a tangible reminder 
of the agricultural history of the state, 
which is pretty much gone now,” 

said Eric Emerson, the director of 
the South Carolina Department of 
Archives and History. “It’s important 
that physical reminders of our history 
exist.”

Farther south, in the coastal plain 
of Georgia, tobacco was also an 
important cash crop, after cotton. 

Tobacco barns were part of the 
landscape in southern Georgia, near 
the Florida border.

“There was one down every dirt 
road,” said Brian Brown, a photog-
rapher who’s taken pictures of more 
than 100 tobacco barns for his blog, 
Vanishing South Georgia.

Though he said many older resi-
dents remembered the hard work of 
spearing tobacco plants and putting 
them in the barns, “people like to 
look at them down here.”

Still, there are few programs to 
save the barns. 

Georgia’s state Historic Preserva-
tion Division has a Centennial Farms 
awards program that pays tribute to 
farms run by families for at least 100 
years, program manager Stephanie 
Cherry-Farmer said, adding that sev-
eral “have tobacco barns on them.”

But there are no funds to restore 
them.

Kentucky has a unique twist on 
conservation, with a Quilt Trail Proj-
ect that encourages barn owners to 
paint or place 8-foot by 8-foot boards 
with colorful quilt patterns that tour-
ists then drive around to look at.

“It started as a combined effort 
to save the barns and celebrate 
quilting,” said Judy Sizemore, an 
independent arts consultant who 
formerly worked with the Kentucky 
Arts Council. 

 “It’s largely tobacco barns, 
because that’s what we have.”

Combining quilts and tobacco 
made sense, she said, because 
“that’s part of Kentucky’s heritage.”

Tobacco is celebrated as part of 
southern Maryland’s traditions, too. 
Dorothy Duffield, who came out in 
curlers to greet visitors to her farm, 
The Napping, paid for half the resto-
ration — the rest came from federal 
funds — of the 1835 tobacco barn 
on her family’s longtime property.

“This has always been a part of 
my life,” she said.

It’s a connection to tobacco that 
many people here still feel. This 
year’s Charles County Fair will 
crown its 79th “Queen Nicotina.”
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Brazosport Health Foundation announces Pearl Snaps as the Official 
Fashion Stylist for the Bluebonnet Social Club on April 11. Located in Angleton, 
Pearl Snaps offers a variety of western and trendy apparel items perfect for the 
upcoming fundraiser.

As the Official Fashion Stylist, Pearl Snaps is hosting two evenings of fashion 
consulting to help Bluebonnet Social Club guests create their unique west-
ern chic style.  Pearl Snaps offers western apparel, boots, hats, jewelry and 
fabulous bling for their customers.  Their fashion consultants can indulge the 
“western purist” or spice up your look with hip fashions for any age.

Brazosport Health Foundation and Pearl Snaps are hosting the fashion 
consulting events on Saturday, March 22 from 5 to 7 p.m., and Wednesday, 
March 26 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Guests will enjoy hors d’oeuvres and bever-
ages as they mix and mingle with Bluebonnet Social Club committee co-chairs, 
Mark and Jennifer Monical; and other committee members including David and 
Christy Spence; Dr. Bruce and Mary Meyers; and George and Trish Franklin.  In 
addition, attendees will have the opportunity to mix and mingle with Brazosport 
Regional’s CEO, Al Guevara, on March 22.

Pearl Snaps is open Monday through Friday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For fashion advice for the Clay Walker event, please join 
Pearl Snaps and Brazosport Health Foundation either March 22 or March 26 at 
the Style Shows. For additional information, please call Pearl Snaps at (979) 
888-1300 or Brazosport Health Foundation at (979) 297-6190. For tickets to 
the Bluebonnet Social Club to see Clay Walker, visitwww.Brazosport-Health-
Foundation.org.

Back L-R: Co-owners of Pearl Snaps: Adrienne Doner, Roxanna Reed, Hunter 
Henry and Elaine Henry. Front L-R: Christy Spence, Decorations Chair, and 
Jennifer Monical, Bluebonnet Social Club Co-Chair.

Pearl Snaps named the official fashion 
stylist for Bluebonnet Social Club
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Clods
5 Got a chuckle out of
11 Roulette bet
14 Lawyer’s assistant, for short
15 Vox __: voice of the people
16 Architect I.M.
17 Ending from Ali
19 Plumbing pipe initials
20 Very long time
21 Ending from Nixon

23 Civil War soldier
25 Unhittable serve
27 Proverbial waste maker
28 Ship’s front
30 Dilbert creator Scott
34 Poet’s “at no time”
35 Abandon on an isle
37 Superman and Batman wear them
39 Ending from the Elephant Man
42 Parcels (out)
43 Car window adornments

46 Atlas pages
49 Boss’s nervousness-inducing note
51 Banjo support of song
52 “It’s __!”: warning shout
54 Humanities major
56 Archer’s wood
57 Ending from Lennon and McCart-
ney
61 Miss. neighbor
63 Salt, in Quebec
64 Ending from Beyonce
68 One: Pref.
69 Copenhagen’s __ Gardens
70 Hullabaloos
71 Beginning for this puzzle’s five 
endings
72 Annie, for one
73 Sibilant “Hey, you!”

Down
1 Make a choice
2 Backrub response
3 Not a child of bondage
4 Pudding starch
5 King Kong, e.g.
6 Sounded ghostly
7 Until
8 Bird feeder filler
9 Movie lioness
10 Roadside depression
11 Go up against
12 Spend, as time
13 Haggle
18 Genetic letters
22 Plunder
23 Turntable no.
24 Time in history
26 Ear passages
29 Carpentry tool
31 __ of mistaken identity
32 “Oh, brother!”
33 “Itsy bitsy” waterspout climber
36 Plains native
38 Suffix with phon-
40 Born, in society pages
41 Refs’ whistle holders
44 Grant’s opponent
45 Put in stitches
46 2009 World Series MVP Hideki
47 Goddess who advised Odysseus
48 Bout before the main event, briefly
50 Garam __: Indian spice mixture
53 Meal, in Milan
55 Mai __: cocktail
58 Bear’s home
59 “We’d appreciate your answer,” on 
invitations
60 “This is bad!”
62 Vault
65 Half a sawbuck
66 Comedian Bill, informally
67 Repair quote: Abbr.
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
TIN  LEAD  GOLD  ZINC  IRON  BARIUM  SILVER  PLATINUM

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: GRIME  HAVOC  DAHLIA  HELIUM
 Answer: What the lottery winner did when he bought the penthouse -- LIVED “HIGH”

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                            By Rick Brooks

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Unsolic-
ited advice is sometimes as unwelcome 
as unsolicited criticism. You have very 
good intentions and may be enthusiastic 
about helping others in the week to 
come. Remain sensitive, as some people 
must make their own decisions.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Age 
before beauty. Learn something valuable 
in the week to come from those who are 
older and wiser. Educational opportuni-
ties should be embraced with open arms. 
Remain sensitive to subtle undercurrents 
within the family.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): One for all 

and all for one. Your happiness depends 
on the happiness of everyone this week. 
When you participate in a group effort, 
whether at home or at work, consider 
which actions will be in the best interests 
of everyone.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): When 
opportunity knocks, be sure to answer 

with a smile. You could be rewarded in 
material ways or with recognition in the 
week ahead. Or you can create your 
own rewarding circumstances by starting 
something significant.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Eat the energy 
bar and you’ll go far. Get prepared to 
make your mark in the week ahead. You 
may find valuable advice or the answer 
to your prayers. If you can’t move forward 
with a pet project, then it wasn’t meant 
to be.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Strike 
a balance. You may be challenged to 
spend your money wisely this week. 
One part of your psyche wants to add to 
a nest egg for the future and the other 
side wants to fritter away pocket cash on 
transitory delights.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Right now, 
you might prefer your own company. 
Managing your time and home could be a 
priority. By the end of the week, however, 
you may be anxious to have someone by 
your side, even while tackling the most 
mundane jobs.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Pursue 
the future with fleet feet. The second half 
of the week could be an ideal time to 
develop sound plans for the future. You 

might consider adopting some new habits 
that boost your health and well-being.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Good Samaritans are celebrated. 
Practice putting others’ interests ahead 
of your own in the week to come. Since 
others respect your judgment and leader-
ship abilities, you might receive a public 
pat on the back.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take 
pride in discretion, not secrecy. If you 
are going to let the cat out of the bag, it’s 
only fair to be kind to the cat. In the week 
ahead, your desire for personal privacy 
may be at odds with your need to be 
straightforward.

 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Explore your options, not just opinions. 
You may meet several people this week 
who introduce you to new ideas and 
progressive techniques. This is a good 
time to test a relationship without making 
a firm commitment.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Your love 
life may be an exercise in excitement 
during the week ahead. You may attract 
new people who are fascinated by your 
open-minded views and “anything goes” 
attitude. Your intuitions are 80 percent 
trustworthy.

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                             By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                               By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                       By Russel Myers

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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