
© 2015   

March 3, 2015
Our 21st Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407 
mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

Writing 
business

(Continued on Page 6)

FREE
PLEASE TAKE ONE

facebook.com/
brazoriacountybulletin

Like us on Facebook

What killed King Richard III? 
Researchers think they know 

See Page 13

How will Wal-Mart’s pay raise 
affect other similar stores? 

See Page 10

CASA seeks volunteers to be 
voice of children       

See Page 7

Look which health agency  
was named to ‘Elite’ group  

See Page 5

Clot-removal promoted as new  
treatment for stroke victims 

See Page 16

(Continued on Page 11)

The
Weekly BULLETIN

Shakespeare had 
the right idea on 

how to do it

Misinterpreting 
Brian Williams’ 

misremembering

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I did it again, dear reader. A 
few days after I ran a column 
on how an increase in minimum 
wage would affect the economy, 
Wal-Mart announced that they 

are going 
to raise the 
store’s mini-
mum wage to 
$9 an hour.

I am 
continuing the 
trend of being 
ahead of the 
game when it 

comes to these topics. Remem-
ber the selfie stick column? 
Shortly after I wrote that, Satur-
day Night Live featured it in the 
40th Anniversary show.

Look, I don’t have my nose 
in the computer screen reading 
news stories all day long. I have 
other things to do. But I learned 
a long time ago, that if something 
interests me, then it probably will 
interest other people.

It’s something writers tend to 
pick up on after four decades of 
being in the business.

Actually, I started writing in 
high school, so that makes it a 
little longer than four decades. 
But who is counting?

Once I got this English-lan-
guage thing mastered, with all 
its awkward rules, I landed in a 
high school with some incredible 
teachers and started to realize 
that writing is not only fun, but 

RAMBLINGS

By Joe Gandelman
Special to The Bulletin

So NBC’s Brian Williams is off 
his anchor desk for six months 
-- wanna bet it’ll be a LOT longer 
than that? -- and has gone from 
being a respected anchor to a 
godsend to comedy writers, inter-
net ridicule, and Jerry Seinfeld 
punch lines.

Williams seemed to be a 21st 
century anchorman descendent 
of David Brinkley and Walter 
Cronkite. His anchor stint and 
credibility were cut short when 
he admitted he “misremembered” 
being shot down in a helicopter 
in Iraq in 2003. NBC put him on 
unpaid leave, amid reports that 
there may be more instances of 
(ahem) memory flaw.

Williams wasn’t merely the 
brand name for NBC News. His 
narrative was what the network 
was aggressively selling.

He was someone who had 
“been there.” A recent NBC ad in 
The Week showed a front shot of 
Williams smiling with his hand on 

Join the fun at the 2015 BACH Roll ‘N Stroll March 7
Countywide, people are 

gearing up and forming teams 
to participate in the 2015 
BACH Roll ‘N Stroll.

Individuals, companies, 
families, church groups, civic 
organizations, volunteers 
and supporters will join in the 
festivities and celebrate the 
achievements of a bunch of 
“special” kids.  

There is still time to form a 
Team, which can be comprised 
of a minimum of 2 people, your 
family, company, group or the 
entire neighborhood!  Prizes 
will be given to the team with 
the most spirit, the team who 
raised the most money, the 
individual who raised the most 
money, and the best-dressed 
child.  Incremental prizes are 
available to individuals who 
choose to raise funds for the 
BACH fundraiser.  All money 

raised at any BACH fundraiser 
stays in Brazoria county, help-
ing our friends and neighbors.

The event, which involved 
about 500 people last year, 
is scheduled for March 7 
at the Brazos Mall in Lake 
Jackson.  The Danbury High 
School Band, clowns, and 
other sparkling personalities 
will be on hand to entertain the 
children, young and old alike. 
The event begins with a spirited 
and leisurely stroll around the 
inside of the Brazos Mall and 
then moves to the heart of the 
event, the BACH Children’s 
Fun Run. Current and former 
BACH clients take part in a 
non-competitive race, and 
event sponsors present each 
child with first-place medals.

BACH – Brazoria County 
Association for Citizens with 

(Continued on Page 7)

WIN TICKETS TO THIS
incredible event 
at NRG Stadium 
on Saturday, 
April 11.
We’ll give away 
two tickets to 
each winner. At 
least 4 winners 
will be chosen.

SUPERCROSS
TICKET GIVE-AWAY

____________________________
NAME

____________________________
ADDRESS

____________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP

____________________________
PHONE
One entry per person, please. Print 
clearly. SEND ENTRIES TO: The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 
77516. Winners’ names will be printed 
in a future issue.
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5 p.m.Tuesday.

Our 21st year of publishing!

Drivers/OwnerOps! 
Local Work! 

Home Daily, Benefits! CDL-A, 
1yr exp, Great Driving record. 
Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285

Drivers: Oils Down – Freight 
is UP! Regional Freight! Excellent 
Money & Hometime! Company 
& Owner Op’s CDL-A, TWIC & 
Hazmat. 855-252-1634

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.50/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria

THEY’RE UP THERE; I’M DOWN HERE; NO WAY WILL THEY 
CATCH ME: A man flashed a laser light pointer three times into a county 
sheriff’s helicopter on patrol over Coconut Creek, Fla., and then tried to 
flee. But deputies pinpointed the guy with an infrared camera and fol-
lowed him from above until he ran into a house. They then reported his 
location to officers on the ground.

IT’S NOT YOU, IT’S ME: A couple, brought together in an arranged 
marriage in western Saudi Arabia, met for the first time on their wedding 
day. But when she lifted her veil to pose for the post-ceremony photos, 
he took one look at her face and divorced her.

YOU KNOW, SOMETHING SMELLED SUSPICIOUS: Police, who 
raided a huge factory that was used to produce thousands of marijuana 
plants, didn’t have to go far. The operation was right next door to police 
headquarters in Bridgend, South Wales.

IT JUST ISN’T A GOOD TIME FOR ME: A man, who was texting and 
talking on the phone during a movie in Louisville, Ky., ultimately had 
to be tazed when he shoved a deputy who had removed him from the 
theater. After he was arrested for third-degree assault, he admitted that 
he had had a couple of drinks and was working through some personal 
issues.

A MAN WITH A MISSION: A man stole an ambulance from in front 
of a hospital in Pontiac, Mich., and tried to drive it to a Detroit strip joint 
called The Booby Trap.

REALLY? WOULD YOU MIND COUNTING THEM AGAIN? Sev-
eral motorists reported seeing a monkey scamper across a highway 
in Tampa, Fla. Though this occurred not far from the Lowry Park Zoo, 
officials there reported that all of its monkeys are accounted for.

ARE YOU SAYING THAT I CAN’T CONTROL MYSELF!? A 44-
year-old man spent an evening drinking with his girlfriend, age 53, at a 
motel in Ocala, Fla., and, during a discussion about their future together, 
she suggested that he sign up for anger management classes. This 
prompted him to grab her by the neck until she pushed him away. He 
was arrested for domestic battery.

A DAY THAT EVERY BRIDE DREAMS OF: After a bride suffered 
alcohol poisoning at her reception in Hobart, Australia, responding 
paramedics called the police for backup because the wedding party and 
guests were quite drunk and very disorderly. The arrival of the officers 
enraged the groom and best man who started throwing punches result-
ing in their arrest.

SO PLEASE CALL ME CAP’N JACK: A man who stabbed a grocery 
store clerk with a pair of scissors in Plains Township, Pa., told police 
he was a pirate who came to America aboard the Santa Maria in 1776. 
Drugs were thought to be a factor.

RIGHT, MA’AM, WE’LL GET RIGHT ON IT: A woman called the police 
emergency number in Birmingham, England, to report that the sprinkles 
on her ice-cream cone were not spread evenly.

I TOLD YOU THAT’S NOT THE REMOTE! A woman called police in 
Dubuque, Iowa, to report that a lady who lived with her was hitting her 
television set with a can of beans.

Drivers, CDL-A: Home EVERY 
Weekend! ALL Miles Paid! Instate 
& Dedicated Southeast. Or Walk 
Away Lease, No Money Down. 
1-855-971-8419

$3 million reward for Russian hacker
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — A brazen Rus-
sian hacker who allegedly siphoned 
off more than $100 million from 
American bank accounts now has a 
multimillion-dollar price on his head.

The U.S. government announced 
Tuesday that it would pay up to $3 
million for information leading to the 

arrest of Evgeniy Bogachev, whom 
U.S. officials call one of the world’s 
most advanced and prolific com-
puter hackers. 

He was indicted in Pittsburgh last 
year on charges, including bank 
fraud and conspiracy.

The reward is the largest ever 
offered in a cybercrime investiga-
tion, officials said.

Bogachev, whom FBI agents 
describe as “brilliant,” is believed 
to be living openly in the Russian 
beach town of Anapa, on the Black 
Sea east of Crimea. He is known to 
sail his yacht between resorts, the 
bureau said.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Mothers’ milk
Q.  How do the milks we buy at 

the grocery store -- fat-free, 3%, 
etc -- compare with milk from 
Mom and other mammals such 
as rhinos, naked mole-rats and 
hooded seals?

A.  For the sake of science, 
Olav Oftedal of the Smithsonian 
Environmental Resources Center 
has milked bats, bears and hun-
dreds of naked mole-rat queens, 
notes Susan Milius of “Science 
News” magazine.  The mole 
rats were especially intriguing in 
that “unlike nearly every other 
mammal on earth, the burdens 
of reproduction and milk feed-
ing of young are placed solely 
on a single queen and are not 
shared among the females of the 
colony” (Smithsonian Science).  
Amazingly, a colony’s top female 
can give birth to more than 900 
offspring in a lifetime, meeting 
their nursing needs “by produc-
ing about half of her body weight 
in milk each day!”  

Studying the naked mole rat’s 
milk fascinated both Oftedal and 
Wendy Hood of Auburn Univer-
sity, who determined that in both 
fat and water content it is close 
to that of cows and human breast 
milk at 3-5%, yet it is far skinnier 

than that of house mice at 27% 
and blue whales at 41%.  Rhinos 
have virtually fat-free milk.  And 
some seal milks top 60% fat, 
meaning that they’re “something 
like four times richer than Ben & 
Jerry’s ice cream,” Hood says.

And no, she did not sip the 
milk samples out of curiosity:  
“If I were to taste it, that would 
be that much less we’d have to 
analyze.”

Angels’ Share
Q.  A not-so-sobering question:  

Have you ever drunk “the Angels’ 
Share”?

A.  Simply put, no, since that’s 
what distillers call the approxi-
mate 2 percent of alcohol in a 
cask that evaporates each year, 
reports “Mental Floss” magazine.  
This figures to about 50 million 
liters (53 million quarts) of scotch 
literally “gone with the wind.”

Bird kills
Q.  It’s not as if we humans 

are “out to” kill off millions of 
birds annually, but many of our 
activities have that effect.  Can 
you put some numbers to such 
a claim?

A.  Every year in the U.S. 
alone, some 2,400,000,000 

native or migratory birds are 
“gobbled” by free-ranging 
domestic cats, or about 36.5 per 
cat, reports Sarah Zielinski in 
“Discover” magazine.  Buildings 
kill off some 593 million, or 339 
million by low-rises, 253 million 
by residences and 508,000 by 
high-rises.  Another 200 million 
perish in vehicular collisions, or 
about 80 birds for every mile of 
road.  Lastly are 234,000 wind-
turbine fatalities, or about 5 per 
turbine.

As Oklahoma State Univer-
sity avian ecologist Scott Loss 
warns, “For rare birds like the 
golden-winged warbler, whose 
numbers are already dwindling -
- its global breeding population is 
an estimated 410,000 -- even a 
handful of deaths could threaten 
the entire population.”

Nature’s 
sharpshooters

Q.  What do the “sharpshoot-
ers of the animal kingdom” go 
around shooting at and shooting 
with?

A.  These archerfish spit pre-
cisely aimed and powerful turbo 
water jets into the air to fell flying 
insects, reports “New Scientist” 
magazine.  New research shows 
they can fine-tune their jets to 
pack extra punch, sufficient 
to bring down a small lizard 
perched in foliage a couple of 
meters (seven feet) above the 
surface.

When Stefan Schuster of 
the University of Bayreuth in 
Germany trained nine banded 
archerfish to spit in front of a 
video camera, he found that the 
back of the water jet catches up 
with the front just before smack-
ing into prey with quite a wallop.  
The fish do this by acrobatically 
“changing the shape of their 
mouth as they expel the water..., 
accurately gauging their prey’s 
distance from the water to 
ensure their jet coalesces at 
just the right height,” Schuster 
stresses.  “If the jet became 
focused too early, it would prob-
ably fall apart in mid-air before 
hitting the prey.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

You can also reach us at:
www.mybulletinnewspaper.com



Sisters, ‘Red’ & ‘Black,’ entertain group 
at Women’s Luncheon Series event

Sisters Tina Pennington and 
Mandy Williams — also known 
as “Red” and “Black” — recently 
appeared at the Brazosport College 
Foundation’s latest Women’s Lec-
ture Luncheon Series event.

During the luncheon at the Dow 
Academic Center on the Brazos-
port College campus, the sisters 
discussed their vastly different, yet 
fulfilling lives.

“Red” is a redhead who took 
the path of being a stay-at-home 
mother and wife, while “Black” is a 
brunette who became successful 
in the male-dominated oil and gas 
industry. Together, they’ve written 
two books about personal finance, 

“What I Learned About Life When 
My Husband Got Fired!” and “The 
Book Club Approach to Personal 
Finance & Life 101.”

The Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series is a series of events intended 
to help promote cultural enrichment 
for all women hosted by the Brazos-
port College Foundation.

This year’s Women’s Lecture 
Luncheon Series has one more 
event scheduled on April 9 when 
Julie Powell, author of the best-sell-
ing book “Julie & Julia,” appears at 
the Dow Academic Center.

For more information about the 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series, 
call (979) 230-3496.   

Sisters Tina Pennington and 
Mandy Williams — also known 
as “Red” and “Black” — recently 
appeared at the Brazosport College 
Foundation’s latest Women’s Lecture 
Luncheon Series event. Pictured are, 
from left, Lisa Pennington, “Red;” 
Brazosport College President Dr. 
Millicent Valek, and Mandy Williams, 
“Black.”
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Brazosport Regional Home Health named to the Top 500 of the 2014 HomeCare Elite
Brazosport Regional Home 

Health today announced that it 
has been named to the Top 500 
of the 2014 HomeCare Elite™, a 
recognition of the top-performing 
home health agencies in the United 
States.

Now in its ninth year, the 
HomeCare Elite identifies the 

top 25 percent of agencies and 
highlights the top 100 and top 500 
agencies overall. Winners are 
ranked by an analysis of publicly 
available performance measures 
in quality outcomes, best practice 
(process measure) implementation, 
patient experience (Home Health 
CAHPS®), quality improvement 

and consistency, and financial 
performance. In order to be consid-
ered, an agency must be Medi-
care-certified and have data for at 
least one outcome in Home Health 
Compare. Out of 9,994 agencies 
considered, 2,501 are elite.

Celebrating its 20th year serving 
Southern Brazoria County, the 
Brazosport Regional Home Health 
provides nursing services, home 
health aide services, medical social 
work, physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy, and speech therapy. 
The Team has over 270 years of 
combined home health experience.

The award is sponsored by OCS 
HomeCare by National Research 
Corporation, the leading products 
for home health metrics and analyt-
ics, and DecisionHealth, publisher 
of the most respected independent 
newsletter in the home care profes-

sion, Home Health Line.
“The 2014 HomeCare Elite win-

ners demonstrate a commitment to 
providing high quality care in their 
home health communities and we 
recognize them for their remarkable 
achievements,” said Mary Oakes, 
Senior Vice President of Post-Acute 
at National Research. “We congrat-
ulate Brazosport Regional Home 
Health being one of the top 500 
home care agencies in the country.”

“This award is directly related to 
the quality of care demonstrated 
by our Home Health Team,” said Al 
Guevara, CEO/President of Brazo-
sport Regional Health System. “We 
are the only Home Health agency in 
this region who received this award 
and it is consistent with our mission 
of providing Healthcare with Excel-
lence and Compassion.”

“HomeCare Elite recognition is 

a significant acknowledgement. In 
today’s healthcare ecosystem, it is 
imperative that our seniors have 
access to quality home healthcare 
in order to ensure better patient 
outcomes and improve overall cost, 
and therefore, home healthcare 
continues to remain an integral part 
of the care continuum. The winners 
of the HomeCare Elite Award are 
proving that a heightened focus on 
clinical outcomes, patient experi-
ence, and financial management 
lead to success,” said Marci Heydt, 
Product Manager for the post-acute 
care business group of Decision-
Health.

The entire list of 2014 HomeC-
are Elite agencies can be down-
loaded by visiting the National 
Research Corporation website 
at www.nationalresearch.com/
homecareelite. 
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Don’t overlook the dangers of 
unbridled ambition

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Is it wrong to be ambi-
tious and want to get ahead in 
your career? I have to admit I’ve 
always had a strong desire to be 
successful, and I really work at it. 
But maybe I’m wrong, and Jesus 
doesn’t want us to be successful. 
- L.W. 

A: Does Jesus want us to be 
failures (which is what you seem 
to be implying)? No, of course 
not. Abraham worked hard and 
became a wealthy man; so did 
Job. Joseph worked his way up 
from his life as a slave to become 
prime minister of Egypt during a 
time of great crisis. In the New 
Testament, Lydia was a suc-
cessful merchant who became a 
believer and used her wealth to 
support the Apostle Paul’s minis-
try (see Acts 16:14ff.).

What did these individuals (and 
others I could mention) have in 
common? Was it simply their 
talent, or their drive, or their hard 

work? No doubt, these things 
entered into it, but the main 
thing they had in common was 
their commitment to God, and 
their desire to use their talents 
and their wealth for His glory. 
The Bible says, “Whatever you 
do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters” (Colossians 3:
23).

Don’t overlook the dangers, 
however. If you’re not careful, 
ambition and the drive for success 
or wealth can easily lead you 
down the wrong path. Instead of 
using them for God, we become 
self-centered and prideful. Instead 
of helping others, we become 
concerned only for ourselves. This 
is why Jesus warned us against 
“the deceitfulness of wealth” 
(Mark 4:19).

Is Christ first in your life, or is 
ambition or wealth or success? 
Don’t let anything come between 
you and God, but turn to Christ 
and submit your life to His control.

the shoulders of a serviceman and 
declared: “Some battle scars are 
worn on the inside. And for anyone 
who’s been there, there’s a secret. 
It doesn’t harden you, it makes you 
more human. He’s been there. He’ll 
be there. NBC Nightly News: 10 
Years with Brian Williams.”

The Internet is now exploding 
fake photos of Williams “there.” 
Williams in the death car with 
JFK in Dallas.... on the moon...at 
Yalta with World War II allied 
leaders...with Lincoln and his gen-
erals. Soon we’ll likely see Williams 
“there” with Clark Gable on the set 
of Gone with the Wind after the 
shoot -- or with John Wilkes Booth 
after the shoot. You Tube has a 
Hitler “Downfall” parody with the 
murderous Nazi raging upon learn-
ing that Williams is gone.

Many analysts blame William’s 
progressively transforming himself 
from the NBC Peacock into 
Pinocchio on his slipping into the 
entertainer mode, appearing on 
talk shows, and even lobbying to 
replace Jay Leno. But that doesn’t 
explain it.

New York Times columnist 
Maureen Dowd said NBC knew 
Williams was a “ticking” time bomb 
with his “pathological Heming-
wayesque” embellishments, but 
no one pulled him in. On his blog, 
NYU Journalism Professor Jay 
Rosen notes that signs suggest 
NBC was complicit as far back as 
2003 in knowing Williams’ account 
wasn’t entirely accurate.

The r-e-a-l reason Williams 
became what he has become is 
that he’s the latest example of 
someone whose career advanced 
because of solid journalistic or 
pundit qualities, which were 
changed by his weakness and our 
21st century media culture.

To advance and market his brand 
(his personality) he jettisoned the 
same qualities that allowed him to 
advance to that level. He won fame 
and fortune but left other virtues 
behind. We’ve seen this before.

Fox News’ Bill O’Reilly was a 
solid, award-winning local journal-
ist who advanced to ABC News. 
When he left ABC for the syndi-
cated Inside Edition show biz news 
show, he slowly began shedding 
his former persona, which you 

can see it in his infamous “WE’LL 
DO IT LIVE!!” off-the-air-rant on 
You Tube. Today, he’s Fox News’ 
biggest bombastic money maker 
and the solid journalist of old only 
shines through in some serious 
interviews.

Chris Matthews was once a 
superb print political columnist. 
Once he got on MSNBC, he turned 
into the interrupting, cartoon-
ish caricature who shamelessly 
nags and hypes viewers to buy 
his latest book. Also on MSNBC: 
one-time listenable liberal talker 
Rachael Maddow is often unwatch-
able, opening her show with a 
looooooong lead (you scream 
“Get to the point!!!”) and repeating 
concepts several times -- while 
formerly serious liberal writer Chris 
Hayes now smugly states beliefs 

rather than attempts to seriously 
make a case.

Once Williams and others break 
into the top ranks, our media 
culture becomes like a massive 
Cuisinart. And many don’t have 
strong enough ingredients called 
“principles” and “professional stan-
dards” not to lose their original, 
more serious qualities.

You might be tempted to 
paraphrase Shakespeare and say, 
“The fault, dear Brian, is not in 
our stars but in ourselves.” But I’d 
amend that to add: “...and in being 
absorbed, re-shaped, changed, 
and homogenized by our media/
entertainment culture.”

The real lesson here is in 
another quote from The Bard: “To 
thine self be true.”

Copyright 2015 Joe Gandelman

Misinterpreting Brian Williams’ misremembering
(Continued from Page 1)

If you are a business owner 
and would like to find out how 

inexpensive it is to advertise in The 
Bulletin, call (979) 849-5407
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Look for us on 
Facebook

 Brazosport College’s Board of Regents recently held its annual board 
workshop at the College’s Corporate Learning Center. Among the items 
discussed was a panel discussion involving the Regents, Brazosport 
College President Dr. Millicent Valek, Angleton ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Pat Montgomery, BC Vice President, Student & Academic Affairs Dr. 
Lynda Villanueva and Shared Counselor, AISD Heather Dodge. The panel 
discussed the College’s partnership with Angleton ISD and initiatives 
designed to assist students in reaching their goals. Pictured are, from 
left, Heather Dodge, Dr. Pat Montgomery, BC Board of Regents Chair 
Carolyn Johnson and Dr. Millicent Valek.    

BC Board of Regents, Angleton ISD 
discuss partnership at workshop Handicaps - has been providing 

much-needed educational and 
therapeutic services to the citizens 
of Brazoria County for 42 years.

 BACH is a non-profit, 501c(3) 
organization which is supported, 
in part, by a grant from the Depart-
ment of Assistive and Rehabilita-
tive Services, (DARS), Division of 
Early Childhood Intervention (ECI).  
Although DARS provides nearly 
48% of funding for BACH’s ECI 
Program, in order to receive that 
funding, BACH must raise matching 
funds.  

BACH’s three annual fundrais-
ers help to support that match for 
the ECI Program and help to fund 
BACH’s Support Service Program.

In FY 2014, BACH provided ser-
vices to 1200 children – age birth to 
12 years old - in Brazoria County.

Companies and individuals are 
invited to sponsor the event at the 
$100, $300, $500, or higher levels.  
Sponsors will have their names 
printed on the five-color event 
T-shirts, BACH website, Facebook 
Page, and displayed on stage on 
event day. 

Anyone interested in carrying 
an envelope, forming a team, or 
sponsoring the 2015 BACH Roll 
‘N Stroll is encouraged to contact 
Jenna Ford, BACH Roll ‘N Stroll 
2015 volunteer chairperson at (979) 
236-9397. 

For more information on BACH 
(Brazoria County Association for 
Citizens with Handicaps), the ECI 
– Early Childhood Intervention - 
Program, BACH’s Support Services 
Programs, or the BACH Roll ‘N 
Stroll Event, please contact K.C. 
Strate, director of development, or 
Tracee Tollett, assistant director of 
development at (979) 849-2447 or 
(877) 714-1766 toll-free, or visit our 
website at www.bacheci.org.

(Continued from Page 1)
BACH Roll ‘N Stroll

CASA of Brazoria County is seeking additional volunteers to be a voice for children
CASA of Brazoria County is 

currently recruiting additional 
volunteers. CASA (Court Appointed 
Special Advocate) volunteers 
are caring, committed commu-
nity individuals who are willing to 
donate some of their time to act as 
a Guardian Ad Litem to children 
who are in the custody of Children’s 
Protective Services as a result of 
abuse or neglect. 

The volunteers represent the 
best interest of the children in 
court by carefully researching the 
background of the child and making 
recommendations accordingly. 

Currently CASA of Brazoria 
County is serving 91 of the over 200 
children that are in CPS care in our 
county. These 91 children are being 
served by 24 amazing volunteers 

and 2 staff members. Every child in 
CPS care deserves the opportunity 
to have a CASA advocating for 
them. 

For that to happen, we need to 
recruit new volunteers. For those 
who would like to be a powerful 
voice for children, please call the 
CASA office at (979)- 864-1577 

ext. 118 or 121 or email us at 
asralla@yfcs.org. 

There are so many other ways 
that you can help support CASA 
and its efforts to help abused and 
neglected children. As a program 
under Youth & Family Counsel-
ing Services, a non-profit 501c (3) 
organization, monetary donations 
are always welcomed and appreci-
ated but it doesn’t stop there. Our 
volunteers put in many hours and 
miles to successfully advocate for 

their children. 
Gift cards for gas, restaurants, 

shopping, and entertainment would 
be a great way for you to show 
them how much the community 
appreciates them, their time, and 
their efforts. Another way you can 
help is by offering a platform for 
CASA to share information about 
our program and the urgent need for 
more volunteers. Donations can be 
mailed or made in person at 801 N. 
Buchta Angelton, TX. 77515.
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Texas Gulf Bank and Junior Achievement partner to present financial stability classes across Brazoria County 
for grades Pre-K through 12.  These little ones learned denominations of U.S. coins, how to plant a garden, how 
to earn money, how to spend money and how to save money. Pictured is the class of Debra Zaiontz at Elisabet 
Ney Elementary in Lake Jackson with their new banks. If you are interested in teaching these classes, please 
contact Junior Achievement of Brazoria County.

Banking on the next generation is fun, educational

The Brazosport College Chamber Choir and applied voice students will 
present “Eclectic Tones and Tableau,” a program of widely-diverse styles of 
music with visual enhancements.

The program begins at 7:30 p.m. on March 5 in the performance hall of 
The Clarion at Brazosport College.

Included on the program will be “Alleluia” by Gordon Young, “Fair Phyllis” 
by John Farmer, the first movement of “Eine Kleine Nacht Musik” and “Ave 
Verum” by W.A. Mozart, “Per La Gloria” by Giovanni Bononcini, “Serenate 
Gitana” by Miguel Sandoval, Set I of “Animal Crackers” by Eric Whitacre, 
“Libertango” by Astor Piazzolla and “Crazy” by Willie Nelson.

The concert is free and the public is welcome. The choirs are under the 
direction of Rodney Mason, Brazosport College Director of Choral and 
Keyboard Activities.  

BC Chamber Choir to perform on March 5

The Brazoria Lions Club will hold the spring version of its semi-annual 
Garage Sale at the American Legion Hall and Pavilion on F.M. 521 across 
the street from Stewart’s Grocery in Brazoria, Texas. Set-up for the event 
will take place Wednesday and Thursday, March 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. until 
5 p.m. Donations for the sale will be accepted during this time – or sooner 
(please call 979-789-7069 for pick-up).

This year, the sale features office furniture and industrial carpet squares 
as well as other worthwhile items. The sale runs Friday, March 20 from 8 
a.m. – 5 p.m. through Saturday, March 21 from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. Volunteers 
wishing to help with the set up or sale will be welcomed. Proceeds of the 
event benefit the Brazoria Library and other Brazoria Lions Club community 
projects. For more information, call Lion Scotty McCaskill at 979-798-7069.

Brazoria Lions Club Semi-Annual Garage Sale Set

The Alvin Community College 
Mu Upsilon Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa will host a community 
garage sale fundraiser on March 7.

Some of the items for sale 
include: clothing, household goods, 
furniture, toys and baby items.

Proceeds from the event will 
go towards Phi Theta Kappa to 
fund various community service 

Alvin Community College PTK Hosts Garage Sale
projects.

Phi Theta Kappa is the interna-
tional honor society of two-year 
colleges.  

Members follow four hallmarks, 
including scholarship, leadership, 
service and fellowship.  To be eli-
gible for Phi Theta Kappa, students 
must have completed at least 12 
college credit hours at ACC and 

maintained a grade point average 
of 3.5 or above.

More than 3,500 ACC students 
have been inducted into Phi Theta 
Kappa.

Items will be on sale from 7 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. in the D Building parking 
lot which is adjacent to Mustang 
Road. For more information call 
281-756-5673.

Consumer reports again picks Tesla Model S as best model
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Three U.S. models cracked Con-
sumer Reports’ list of its 10 top car 
picks this year, and Buick became 
the first domestic brand to land in 
the magazine’s annual ranking of 
the best auto manufacturers.

Tesla Motors’ electric Model S 
sport sedan won top honors in 
Consumer Reports’ selection of 
the best car models. This was the 
second consecutive year Tesla was 
atop the list.

Although there were many 
“impressive” new models this 

year, the magazine said, “none 
was able to eclipse the innovation 
of the Tesla.” The $89,650 Tesla 
that Consumer Report tested is “a 
technological tour de force, a high-
performance electric vehicle with 
usable real-world range, wrapped in 
a luxury package.”

Tesla’s achievement is tempered 
by the fact that it only has one 
model compared to the full vehicle 

lineups offered by other automak-
ers, said Jake Fisher, Consumer 
Reports director of automotive 
testing. But the test director said 
he expects the Model X sport-util-
ity Tesla plans to start selling later 
this year to also be good because it 
shares many of the components in 
the Model S.

“The question is whether Tesla 
can keep its reliability together as it 
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

March 2: ON THIS DATE in 
1836, Texas declared its indepen-
dence from Mexico. In 1877, just 
two days before his inauguration, 
Republican Rutherford B. Hayes 
was declared winner of the 1876 
presidential election over Demo-
crat Samuel J. Tilden, even though 
Tilden had won more popular 
votes.

March 3: ON THIS DATE in 
1931, “The Star-Spangled Banner” 
officially became the national 
anthem of the United States. In 
1991, in a case that sparked a 
national outcry, motorist Rodney 
King was brutally beaten by Los 
Angeles police in a scene captured 
on amateur video.

March 4: ON THIS DATE in 
1944, U.S. bombers struck Berlin 
for the first time in World War II. In 
1964, Teamsters boss Jimmy Hoffa 
was convicted of jury tampering.

March 5: ON THIS DATE in 
1770, the Boston Massacre took 
place as British soldiers, taunted 
by a crowd of colonists, opened 
fire, killing five people. In 1946, 
Winston Churchill delivered his 
famous “Iron Curtain” speech in 
Fulton, Missouri, warning of the 
Soviet threat to the West.

March 6: ON THIS DATE in 
1836, the Alamo in San Antonio, 

Texas, fell to Mexican forces after 
a 13-day siege during the Texas 
Revolution; all of the American 
defenders were slain, including 
legendary frontiersman and former 
congressman Davy Crockett. In 
1857, in its “Dred Scott” decision, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
Scott, a slave who had escaped 
to the North, could not sue for his 
freedom in federal court.

March 7: ON THIS DATE in 
1926, the first successful trans-
Atlantic radio-telephone conver-
sation was made. In 1936, Adolf 
Hitler ordered German troops to 
march into the Rhineland, thereby 
violating the Treaty of Versailles 
and the Locarno Pact.

March 8: ON THIS DATE in 
1948, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that religious instruction in 
public schools was unconstitu-
tional. In 1965, the United States 
landed 3,500 Marines in South 
Vietnam as the buildup of U.S. 
forces there escalated.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1837, the United 
States officially recognized the 
Republic of Texas as a sovereign 
nation - a year after Texas declared 
its independence from Mexico.

This week’s question: In 1953, 
who became secretary-general of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, succeeding the late Josef 
Stalin?

Wal-Mart minimum pay hike to $9/hr. may put pressure on other low-paying industries
By Jim Puzzanghera, Shan Li
and Sarah Parvini
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Wal-Mart’s 
advertising slogan is “Save money, 
live better,” but for years the 
world’s largest retailer has been 
criticized for not paying its workers 

enough to do that.
Now, facing rising minimum 

wages in some states, competi-
tion for employees and a poor 
corporate image, Wal-Mart Stores 
Inc. said Thursday it would raise 
the minimum pay to $9 an hour 
for nearly 40 percent of its U.S. 

workforce.
The action is a major milestone 

in the growing movement to lift 
the pay of the nation’s lowest-paid 
workers as the gap between rich 
and poor has widened. It’s also a 
nod to a strengthening economic 
recovery in which the labor market 
has expanded by more than 
200,000 jobs every month, giving 
workers more choices.

Advocates for low-wage workers 
cheered the news after years of 
pressuring the company to raise 
wages. But they said the pay 
increases fell short of what work-
ers need and demonstrated that 
the federal minimum wage needs 
to be raised.

Starting in April, about 500,000 
Wal-Mart employees will get a 
raise to the new level — $1.75 
an hour more than the federal 
minimum wage — as part of major 
changes to the company’s hiring, 
training, scheduling and compen-
sation programs. Next February, 
current employees will receive 
another raise, to at least $10 an 
hour.

“We’re always trying to do the 
right thing and build a stronger 
business,” Chief Executive Doug 
McMillon said in a letter to employ-
ees. “We frequently get it right, 
but sometimes we don’t. When we 

don’t, we adjust.”
The changes will bump up the 

average hourly wage for a full-time 
worker to $13 an hour from $12.85, 
the company said. In addition, the 
company said it is raising the caps 
on pay ranges for jobs, giving hope 
to those in states such as Cali-
fornia where the minimum wage 
already is $9 an hour.

Juanita Cason, 24, for instance, 
makes $9.40 an hour at the Bald-
win Hills Wal-Mart, in Los Angeles, 
and a bump to at least $10 would 
help the single mother provide for 
her infant daughter, Zah’Mya.

Moreover, Cason said as she 
arranged pink scooters near the 
store’s toy area, “it would make it 
worth it to be here.”

Wal-Mart said the pay raises 
will cost the company more than 
$1 billion this fiscal year, which 
began Feb. 1. Wall Street balked: 
Shares fell $2.77, or 3.2 percent, 
to $83.52.

But higher wages for low-income 
workers lead to greater productiv-
ity, said Justin Wolfers, a senior 
fellow at the Peterson Institute for 
International Economics.

“You know the old saying ‘Pay 
peanuts, get monkeys’? If you 
want better than monkeys, you’ve 
got to pay a little bit more,” he said. 
“Paying above the minimum wage 

is by no means a radical step.”
The pay raises make sense 

for Wal-Mart, which will save 
money by not having to train new 
employees continually because 
of turnover, said Craig Johnson, 
president of Customer Growth 
Partners.
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Galveston County Community Action Council is committed to reducing poverty and pro-
moting self-sufficiency to low-income families under its Communuty Service Block Grant 
(CSBG) awarded by Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs.
Funds are available for rental assistance, water bills, continuing education courses, etc. to 
families that have a documented need.
The household must not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices Federal Poverty Income Guidelines.

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY
Documentation required to apply for assistance
 1) Current ID; 2) Current utility bill, lease; 3) Income for LAST 30 days prior to the date 
of application for all household members 18 years and older.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to make an appointment, please contact
     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C100, Galveston, TX               409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Fort Bend County - 902 Frost, Rosenberg, TX                                 281-342-3012
     Wharton County - 213-B North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                  979-543-1561

SIDELINE CHATTER
By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

You won’t get a kick out of 
these telling numbers

Dreaming of being a world-
class soccer player? It’s certainly 
a golden goal.

Type in the average U.S. 
salary — $43,000 — into 
an interactive calculator at 
BBC.com, and this is what it spits 
out, with adjustments for cost of 
living and the like:

“Cristiano Ronaldo earns 
€18,200,000 ($20.9 million) per 
year. It would take him 18 min-
utes to earn your weekly salary. 
On your current salary, it would 
take you 551 years to earn Cris-
tiano Ronaldo’s annual wage. If 
you had started in the year 1464 
you’d almost be finished.”

Headlines
—At SportsPickle.com: “New 

father Richard Sherman picks 
fight with guy in ‘World’s #1 Dad’ 
T-shirt.”

—In The Seattle Times: “U 
dad, bro?”

Hoop de doo-doo
Syracuse, admitting past 

improprieties, has pulled its 
basketball team from postseason 
consideration.

Which certainly gives them 
something in common with two 
other New York teams — the 
Nets and Knicks.

Paging Rivals.com
Those four alleged Bigfoot 

creatures caught on Yellow-
stone’s Old Faithful geyser cam 
were apparently on the move:

a) Stalking a herd of bison.
b) Trying to elude Nick Saban.

Lawyer gets a save
Ex-pitcher Ted Lilly — who 

damaged his RV, then bought an 
insurance policy and tried to file 
a claim on it — was hit with a fine 
and probation but avoided any 
jail time after pleading no contest 
to insurance fraud.

That’s what you call a big road 
win.

Talko time
—Brad Dickson of the Omaha 

(Neb.) World-Herald, on Chris 
Christie’s potential presidential 
candidacy: “The part of this I’m 
looking forward to: running mate 
Jerry Jones.”

it could be financially beneficial as 
well.

I read all the classic books I 
could get my hands on. They knew 
me in the local library by my first 
name – it was on the library card.

But writing alone is not automati-
cally a money maker. It has to be 
combined with some sort of busi-
ness. William Shakespeare wrote 
plays and owned his own theater. 
The guy knew how to turn words 
into a profit.

It takes a little research to get his 
jokes in the comedy plays, because 
the language has changed over the 
centuries. But he didn’t just write 
something and have it look pretty. 
He had to market it, like any other 
product.

So, the love of writing by itself is 
not as practical as writing some-
thing that is actually marketable.

In high school, a lot of my friends 
possessed less-than-adequate 
writing skills. They were smart, 
and pre-engineering students, 
like myself, but they were more 
interested in the inner workings of a 
transistor than finishing that writing 
assignment. So, we helped each 
other out a little.

I could write an essay on a topic 
in several styles, and they could go 
on messing with their transistors. It 
worked out pretty well.

For those of you who are 
wondering what a transistor is, it is 
what made electronics work before 
the microcircuit. We used to build 
radios in high school with them, and 
they actually worked.

So, as Shakespeare was sell-
ing his plays in his theater, I was 
doing a little business on the side. 
Both are practical writing with a 
purpose other than making money 
– although the money part is 
important.

Shakespeare was entertaining; 
I was saving my friends from the 
ultimate doom of having to retake 
that dreaded writing class.

I actually studied Shakespeare 
on a graduate level before I realized 
that his style of writing is not really 
what I was looking for. But I kept 
on learning from the master of old-
fashioned entertainment, tragedy, 
and practical writing.

After a dozen years at the Hous-
ton Chronicle, my wife, Sharon, 
and I asked ourselves why we’re 

working for someone else when we 
could be doing what Shakespeare 
did – write and sell.

And that’s when The Bulletin 
started.

I was so into this Shakespeare 
practical writing concept that one 
year I ran a Shakespeare contest 
in The Bulletin, giving away two 
Bulletin coffee mugs to the entrants 
who could answer my question.

Two entries were received, both 
correct. Both got a mug. That was 
the worst contest we ever ran.

One year I talked a very small, 
sort of national syndicate to pick 
up my columns. They did, and for a 
while everything went well.

Shakespeare would have hated 
this move, because I didn’t get paid 
for the reprints.

Then, one day I got an email 
from the editor that they have 

discontinued running my columns 
because they were not political 
enough, and the syndication was 
trying to focus on political columns. 
Mine just didn’t fit it.

But there is just so much you 
can do with a political column, I 
replied. You are losing half the 
readership, no matter which side 
you take. Now, if you write about 
a three-headed snake that can 
fetch the morning paper, you’ve got 
everybody’s attention. So, why not 
keep my columns, and drop some 
of that boring political stuff?

They didn’t listen. A year later, 
when just out of curiosity I went into 
the syndication’s website, guess 
what I saw? There were a few 
political columns, but most of them 
were about holidays, the past, and 
other non-political subjects that held 
readers’ attention. None about a 

three-headed snake that can fetch 
the morning paper, though.

Once again, I was way ahead 
of the game, but the editor would 
not listen. His loss. I’m still writing, 
but in a practical way. I just did that 
syndication stuff for the fun of it.

One thing I noticed is that the 
columnists were all “award-win-
ning.” That is not such a big deal, 
although it sounds good. What 
award? Over the period of decades, 
every writer is going to win some 
sort of an award. So, being “award-
winning” is slightly misleading.

In conclusion, Shakespeare 
would have been proud of The  
Bulletin. He wrote plays and ran a 
theater. I write columns and other 
things, and sell them in a free 
weekly.

Now, If I could just get some of 
his punchlines ...

How I fashioned the business of writing after William Shakespeare, and why
(Continued from Page 1)
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Awards season sees studio films do 
vanishing act; “indie” films prevail

By Peter Bart
Variety

This is the time of year when filmgoers addicted to awards shows find 
themselves asking, “What happened to the movies I saw last year?” Box 
office hits like “Interstellar,” “Guardians of the Galaxy” or even “Gone Girl” 
were among the missing, for example, at the Golden Globes. This year’s 
Oscar show, on Feb. 22, also will focus mostly on movies hardly anyone in 
the TV audience has seen.

  And here’s where indie films get the last laugh: While Hollywood’s 
slate of 2014 tentpoles sustained a more than 5 percent decline from the 
previous year, the undernourished specialty sector last year enjoyed an 
uptick of like proportions. And Globes winners like “Boyhood,” “The Theory 
of Everything” and “The Grand Budapest Hotel” will likely fortify that gain.

  “The indies are thriving for one simple reason - the films are interest-
ing,” observes Ted Mundorff, CEO of the Landmark chain, whose 50 
theaters and 229 screens enjoyed a 5 percent jump in box office last year 
thanks to indie fare. There’s also another reason for the gain: While the 
under-25-year-old demo is disappearing from megaplexes at a 15 percent 
rate, the over-45 set has remained faithful. One key underrated resource 
for indie films is the female market. The most successful chick pic of the 
year was “The Fault in Our Stars,” a $12 million film from Fox that grossed 
more than $300 million worldwide.

  “We were all cramming too much product into the awards corridor, 
but most of us still had a damn good year compared with our studio big 
brothers,” reports the chief of one specialty unit who did not want to stir 
jealousy by being quoted.

  The consistent absence of major studio releases from the awards race 
is a relatively new phenomenon. Two generations ago, wide Hollywood 
releases like “The Sting,” “The Godfather” or “ET” enjoyed critical as well 
as financial success (as did “Gravity” and “Argo” most recently). This year, 
however, the polarization of the majors vs. the indies is more dramatic 
than ever, as Hollywood increasingly obsesses on building overseas audi-
ences. As Tom Bernard of Sony Classics said recently, “The studios do not 
want to be in the Oscar business.” In fact, the dominance of niche projects 
at the Golden Globes could help explain the 11 percent decline in last 
week’s TV ratings for the show.

  Meanwhile the indies relish their award season boosts. Last year, 
“Dallas Buyers Club” didn’t win the big prize, but the film got a 30 percent 
jump in the period immediately after the Globes, adding theaters after 
stars Matthew McConaughey and Jared Leto took home awards (the two 
added Oscars as well, and the movie ended up grossing about $27 million 
domestically). This year’s Globes winner, “Boyhood,” released by IFC, 
the most indie of the indies, could experience a substantial boost from its 
present $24 million domestic take, especially in the digital arena.

  The marketing challenges in the indie sector pose a sharp contrast 
to those faced by the majors. The ad spend may be one-tenth that of a 
blockbuster. There are no franchises (the notion of a “Birdman” sequel is 
mind-numbing). Stars seem irrelevant - Eddie Redmayne doesn’t yet sell 
tickets, nor does Julianne Moore. Of all the indie pictures, “Foxcatcher” 
boasted the biggest names in the cast - Steve Carell and Channing Tatum 
- but it has yet to reach the $10 million mark. Such results are hardly 
surprising. The magic one-liner designed to propel TV spots can be near 
impossible to dream up for an original film with a complex theme; how do 
you reduce “The Grand Budapest Hotel” to a catchphrase?

  Ultimately, the financial rewards in the indie sector can’t come close to 
matching those of a “Guardians” or an “Interstellar.” But clearly the career 
gains are bountiful, and the trophies glow proudly on mantels.

  (c) 2015 REED BUSINESS INFORMATION, A DIVISION OF REED ELSEVIER INC. ALL 
RIGHTS RESERVED. DISTRIBUTED BY TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY INC.

Actor Rob Corddy soaks it up in ‘Hot Tub Time Machine 2’
By Josh Rottenberg
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES – On an unseasonably warm 
February afternoon, Rob Corddry sat in the back 
of a town car wending its way through the streets 
of Los Angeles. The actor, making the promotional 
rounds for his new comedy “Hot Tub Time Machine 
2,” was heading toward an interview with the enter-
tainment-news show “Extra.”

Somehow, between an earlier video taping at 
Yahoo and a photo shoot, Corddry had fallen 45 
minutes behind schedule and was doing his best to 
catch up. A stickler about managing his time as effi-
ciently as possible, several years ago he adopted 
author David Allen’s “Getting Things Done” method 
of boosting productivity. “It’s sort of a cult of nerds,” 
he said.

At the 
moment, though, 
an actual time 
machine would 
have come in 
handy.

Released in 
2010, the first 
“Hot Tub Time 
Machine,” a rau-
cous, unapolo-
getically inane 
R-rated comedy 
about four guys 
who discover 
a Jacuzzi that 
transports them 
back to the 1980s, proved a cult hit and a cinematic 
breakthrough for Corddry. Though John Cusack was 
ostensibly the film’s marquee star, Corddry – who 
was previously best known as a correspondent on 
“The Daily Show” _ stole the film with his brash 
performance as the boorish, hard-partying Lou 
Dorchen. “Corddry here achieves a level of comic 
confidence that is almost uncanny,” critic Roger 
Ebert wrote.

Corddry, 44, reprises his role in the sequel, now 
in theaters, which has Lou, his son Jacob (Clark 
Duke) and his friend Nick (Craig Robinson) traveling 
via hot tub to the year 2025 to try to prevent Lou’s 
murder. (Cusack declined to come back for the 
second film, and actor Adam Scott steps in, playing 
his son.)

Comedy sequels are notoriously difficult to crack 
– for every “22 Jump Street” there are a whole lot of 
“Weekend at Bernie’s IIs.” But Corddry feels good 
about “Hot Tub Time Machine 2.” “I truly think that 
it’s a better movie than the first one, because we 
started with more questions answered,” he said. 
“It’s like how the second season of a show is always 
better than the first.”

The role of Lou Dorchen fits perfectly in Corddry’s 
comedic wheelhouse. Though in person he comes 
across as genial and thoughtful, on screen Corddry 
has a special flair for playing jerks, creeps and 
losers – albeit weirdly likable ones. On the Adult 

Swim series “Childrens Hospital,” which he created, 
he plays a doctor who, in a misguided attempt to bring 
healing to his young patients through laughter, wears 
disturbing clown makeup that’s more John Wayne Gacy 
than Patch Adams.

“I think one of my strengths is that I know what parts I 
can shine in,” Corddry said. “I like to say the role ‘fits in 
my mouth.’ It’s usually either the guy saying, ‘Come on, 
let’s go do this crazy thing! Nothing bad could happen!’ 
Or it’s the guy saying, ‘What are you, crazy? Don’t do 
that bad thing! Buy a minivan like me and be sad!’”

That there is even a “Hot Tub Time Machine 2” at all 
may seem surprising. While some had tagged the first 
film as a sort of time-traveling answer to “The Hang-
over,” it hadn’t been nearly as big a hit as that other 
men-behaving-badly comedy franchise. When it grossed 

$50 million at the box 
office, any hopes of a 
sequel seemed to be 
dashed.

“On the first movie, 
we had talked about 
what we might do if 
we made a second 
one,” Corddry said. 
“But after the open-
ing weekend was 
softer than they were 
expecting, people 
had pretty much writ-
ten that off.”

Once the film hit 
home video, though, 
it took on new life. 

“The movie performed spectacularly well on Netflix and 
on VOD,” said Jonathan Glickman, president of the 
motion picture group at MGM, which produced both 
the first film and now its sequel. (Paramount Pictures is 
MGM’s distribution partner on the franchise.) “There was 
a huge audience that was seeing it for the first time and 
really loving it. It felt very much like what had happened 
with ‘Friday’ or ‘Austin Powers.’”

Encouraged by the movie’s growing fan base, the 
studio greenlighted the sequel at a modest $14 million 
budget - less than half of the first film, largely because 
of Cusack’s absence. As for why Cusack declined to 
return, Corddry said, “I wish I had a satisfying answer, 
but I really don’t. I could speculate a number of things, 
one of them being that Cusack was like, ‘Wait – this 
movie is popular?’” He laughed. “I wouldn’t begrudge 
him that at all.”

Indeed, there’s no getting around the fundamental 
ridiculousness of the “Hot Tub” franchise – it’s all right 
there in the title. In fact, screenwriter Josh Heald, who 
wrote both films, had initially come up with the idea as a 
kind of joke in college.

“I think the audience knows there’s something brilliant 
and terrible about this whole enterprise,” said Steve 
Pink, who directed both films. “It’s just a horrible idea: 
They go in a hot tub and they travel through time? Even 
the characters are acutely aware that it’s stupid. That 
gives us all kinds of license. It’s like a get-out-of-jail-free 
card.”
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Researchers figure 
out brutal blow that 

killed King Richard III
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Researchers studying the skull of King 
Richard III say they have determined the fatal 
blow that killed the medieval monarch more 
than 500 years ago.

The alignment of a mark on the inside of 
the skull, a wound 
on a vertebra 
and the smaller 
of two wounds 
on the base of 
the neck suggest 
he was killed by 
a weapon thrust 
from the base of 
his neck into his 
head, researchers 
said.

A video 
released Friday 

shows the moment of this grisly discovery in 
real time.

Richard III was 32 when he died in the 
Battle of Bosworth Field on Aug. 22, 1485.

His remains were lost to history until 2012, 
when his skeleton was discovered under a 
parking lot in the town of Leicester where a 
friary once stood.

Pathologists and archaeologists who 
examined the skeleton found evidence of 11 
wounds that had been inflicted at or near the 
time of death. Nine of the injuries were on the 
skull, one was on the rib cage and one was 
on the pelvis.

The researchers said the pelvis injury 
was likely delivered after Richard was killed 
because his armor would have protected him 
from an attack in that area during battle.

The large number of wounds to his head 
suggest that he either took off his helmet or it 
fell off, the researchers said.

The fateful injury was discovered by 
Guy Rutty, a professor at the University of 
Leicester and a forensic pathologist. As he 
examined the skull, osteologist Jo Appleby 
looked on. Appleby led the exhumation of the 
skeleton from the parking lot.

The moment was caught on film by video 
producer Carl Vivian, who works for the 
university.

“Professor Rutty noted a small traumatic 
lesion on the interior surface of the cranium, 
directly opposite the sharp force trauma,” 
Appleby said in a statement. “Careful 
examination showed the two injuries lined up 
with one another and also with an injury to 
Richard’s first cervical vertebra.”

SCIENCE  AND TECHNOLOGY
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 “Drat!”
5 On the agenda
11 __-at-ease
14 Melville’s “Typee” sequel
15 Writer de Beauvoir
16 Mop & __: cleaning brand
17 *Fluffy carnival treat
19 Restroom, briefly
20 “Attack, Rover!”
21 Sworn __: given the oath of 

office for
22 First-class
23 *”West Side Story” film actress
26 Free of charge
30 “Tut!” kin
31 Puerto __
32 Slanted print: Abbr.
36 Mark who created Tom Sawyer
40 *”You first,” facetiously
43 ‘70s-’80s Egyptian president 
Anwar

44 Mideast ruler
45 38-Down and others: Abbr.
46 “Proud Mary” band, for short
48 Has had enough
50 *Favorite in the classroom
56 Wartime honoree
57 Spanish painter Francisco
58 First Greek letter
63 Tax-collecting agcy.
64 Discussing the job with col-
leagues, and what the last words of 
the answers to starred clues seem 
to be doing
66 __ de Janeiro
67 Claim without proof
68 Floor square
69 Room for a TV
70 Ruined, with “up”
71 Go in snow

Down
1 Medical pros
2 Mine, to Marcel
3 Campus military org.
4 Promissory __
5 Taxpayer ID
6 On the up and up
7 Appliance brand
8 Melodious
9 Breaks up with a lover
10 Susan of “The Partridge Family”
11 Domed Arctic home
12 Southwestern grassy plain
13 Thought the world of
18 Prefix with present
22 Singsongy “This is an uncomfort-
able moment”
24 “Yeah, right!”
25 Direction in which el sol rises
26 Mardi __
27 Capital of Latvia
28 Scored 100 on
29 Cash crop for the southern 
American colonies
33 From head to __
34 Elbow’s locale
35 Flower necklace
37 Car
38 Fla.-to-Cal. highway
39 Wall St. index
41 Engrave on glass, say
42 Soft cheese
47 Entertain lavishly
49 Guys-only party
50 Word with party or degree
51 Willies-inducing
52 Pyromaniac’s crime
53 Diner basketful
54 Comedian Wanda
55 Baseball Hall of Famer Satchel
59 D-Day transports
60 Talk show pioneer Donahue
61 Golfer’s target
62 Copied
64 Scottish hat
65 Beatty of film
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

BOGGLE ANSWERS
ALPACA  JAGUAR  WEASEL  WALRUS  RABBIT  GERBIL
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JUMBLE ANSWERS
Jumbles: KINKY  MIDGE  PYTHON  ENGINE
Answer: The pawnbroker was good at this -- KEEPING “TIME”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

Take the time to test relationships. 
Those you admire may bring a 
smile to your face, but don’t fall 
recklessly in love. Don’t push for a 
commitment or make irrevocable 
decisions in the first half of the 

week.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

Don’t be discouraged by delays or 
setbacks in the week ahead. Even 
if your heart says “yes,” wait until 
for a better time to make promises 
or proposals. People may find 
excuses to back down later.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
This too shall pass. You may be 
tempted to fold like a tent when 
faced with adversity or someone’s 
cold shoulder. By the middle of the 
week, however, things will be look-
ing up, so just remain patient.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

The atmosphere could take a 
somber turn in the first half of the 
week, so don’t push your luck. Get 
your priorities in order and be sure 
to live up to responsibilities. Avoid 
conflicts with close friends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Keep 
that nose pressed to the grind-
stone. Move social matters to the 
back burner in order to work hard 
and impress the boss. Put off 
major decisions and avoid taking 
initiatives in the early part of the 
week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): If 
you ignore molehills, they won’t 
turn into mountains. Remain 
sensitive to the moods of grumpy 
people, who may pop into view 
during the first half of the week. Be 
smart to avoid conflicts.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The 
best choice this week might be 
not making a choice at all. If you 
ignore your obligations or forget 
to return a phone call you could 
invite disapproval. Don’t let com-
munications break down.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Sit back and let other people spin 
their wheels in the week to come. 
No matter how much aggravation 

you experience, don’t give up or 
slam a door behind you that might 
lock you out.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Don’t magnify problems or 
you could make a crucial mistake 
early in the week. The best way to 
deal with criticism and a spate of 
temporary turmoil is to stay cool, 
calm and level-headed.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Love can’t be measured in dollars 
and cents. Your tendency to be 
exacting is better used to balance 
the checkbook, not with people. 
Avoid misunderstandings or cru-
cial discussions early in the week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
No matter what is dished out, you 
can take it. The next few days 
could try your patience, but it’s 
best to sit on your hands and 
avoid drastic reactions. Honor 
responsibilities and obligations.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
It’s the stiff and unbending tree 
that breaks in a storm. Avoid 
being rigid and don’t be too much 
of a stickler about the rules early 
in the week. You may need to 
be precise, but give others some 
leeway.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Research pushes clot-removal treatment forward as new standard in treating strokes
By Jill Daly
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

More stroke patients 
may be eligible soon for a 
new procedure that surgi-
cally removes blood clots 
blocking large arteries 
in the brain, in the wake 
of dramatically positive 
results reported recently 
at the International Stroke 
Conference 2015 in Nash-
ville, Tenn.

Designed to reduce the 
severity of an ischemic 
stroke and limit potentially 
devastating disability 
afterward, the procedure 

employs a stent and 
catheter device. Together 
with other recent stud-
ies, evidence released at 
the conference supports 
its use in more stroke 
cases, the first major 
breakthrough in treatment 
since the development of 
clot-busting drugs.

Four trials in recent 
months have now reported 
the method is safe and 
effective in removing clots 
in the brain’s largest blood 
vessels - the carotid and 
middle cerebral arteries 
- which are linked to the 

most serious disabilities 
after a stroke. Results in 
two, known as ESCAPE 
and EXTEND IA, were 
shared at the conference 
and are now in the online 
New England Journal of 
Medicine.

An expert in this inter-
vention surgery, Tudor 
Jovin, director of the 
UPMC Stroke Institute 
and leader of ESCAPE’s 
University of Pittsburgh 
arm of the study, had 
anticipated the positive 
reports.

“Information from dif-
ferent parts of the world 
is converging and show-
ing the same benefit,” 
Jovin said. “It’s been my 
passion, what I believed 
ever since my residency in 
neurology. I felt there was 
a lot to be done to help 
these worst-of-the-worst 
patients.”

In an early analysis at 
the conference, a third 
study, SWIFT PRIME, 
also reported that patients 
treated with a combination 
of clot-busting drugs and 
the surgery had better out-
comes 90 days afterward 
than patients treated with 
the IV drugs alone. The 
study, with 196 patients, 
was conducted at 39 hos-
pitals in the United States 
and Europe.

The studies used new 
versions of retrievable 
stents, called “stentriev-
ers,” to remove clots 
from cerebral arteries. A 
stent-tipped catheter is 
put into a groin artery and 
extended upward through 
the body to the brain, 
where the clot has been 
detected. The mesh-like 
stent is opened up and 
captures the clot; the 
pieces are drawn out as 
the catheter is retracted, 
restoring blood flow to the 
area.

In most of the studies, 
patients were first treated 
with the clot-dissolving 
drug tPA. If they still had 
a clot shown in brain 
imaging and they were 
in the intervention group, 
they had the surgery. The 
scan determines if the 
damage to the brain is 
small enough to be helped 
by intervention.

Addressing safety 
concerns, ESCAPE also 
concluded that the deaths 
from all strokes were 
markedly reduced with 
the surgery. With standard 
care, the rate of death was 
2 in 10 patients; with the 
intervention, it dropped 
to 1 in 10. Among better 
outcomes for patients with 
surgery, 53 percent were 
able to live independently 
without major disability, 
compared to about 30 
percent among those 
treated only with the drug 
tPA. The ESCAPE study, 
conducted at 22 sites, 
included 316 patients who 
fit the criteria for the sur-
gery and tPA and arrived 
for care within 12 hours of 
their stroke.

Even better results 
were reported by the 
smaller EXTEND IA: 24 
out of 35 patients who 
had the surgery returned 
to independent living, 
compared to 14 in the 
tPA-only group. EXTEND 
IA studied advanced brain 
imaging to select patients 

who might be helped by 
the surgery and research-
ers credited that for the 
better outcomes.

The latest news 
reversed earlier studies 
that found the stent-cath-
eter method was not as 
effective as tPA treatment.

Dr. Jovin said those 
earlier studies motivated 
a group of researchers to 
design the new trials. He 
is principal investigator 
of another clinical trial, 
tracking a larger patient 
population around Barce-
lona, Spain, which plans to 

release its results in April.
The turnaround came 

after a 500-patient Dutch 
study known as MR 
CLEAN reported in Octo-
ber that acute ischemic 
stroke patients had better 
functional outcomes 90 
days after being treated 
with the stent-catheter. 
Most were first given tPA 
before being assigned to 
surgery and no-surgery 
groups. Good outcomes 
were reported even when 
treatment started up to 
six hours after the stroke 
began. 


