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When it comes to working for 
a living, there are jobs, and there 
are callings (activities that you 
love doing, but they also make 

money.)
In Chess-

ington, Eng-
land, there is 
a theme park 
that is testing 
the limits of 
how to make 
a living and 
love it, too.

The park is looking for “human 
panda impersonators.” Those 
hired will have to dress as pandas 
and mimic their behavior as 
part of the new “Pandamonium” 
exhibit.

This is a job I would take in a 
minute if I were about 40 years 
younger. But since I have been 
around for a while, it’s probably 
better to write about stuff like this 
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OF COURSE, IT’S MY TRUCK. WHY DO YOU ASK? A man drove a 
stolen truck to pick up his girlfriend from jail in Tempe, Ariz. This did not 
go unnoticed by law enforcement professionals.

NO, I WILL NOT CALM DOWN!  After things didn’t go his way at a 
family court hearing in Cortland, N.Y., a man went out into the parking lot 
and rammed 14 vehicles with his flatbed truck. A police lieutenant said, 
“He was a tad bit upset.”

I KNOW HOW THIS MUST LOOK, YOUR HONOR: A man was 
arrested for drunk driving after he drove his car into the emergency call 
box in front of the police station in Kyoto, Japan.

IS THAT YOU, BOB? A rather stupid 19-year-old wore a ski mask to 
hide his identity when he robbed a convenience store in Bay City, Mich. 
But the one identity factor he could not obscure was the fact that he is 
7-feet-four-inches tall. Plus the clerk was a former high school classmate 
of his.

WHY ARE YOU LOOKING AT ME? A man, who was drinking a beer 
while stopped at a red light in Orlando, Fla., was dismayed when he 
noticed that a police officer had pulled up next to him and was watching 
what he was doing. He immediately tried evasive action but to no avail.

IT’S GETTING HOT IN HERE: A man got drunk on a flight from San 
Juan to New York City, pulled his pants down to his ankles and told his 
fellow passengers he was looking for his wife, who apparently was not on 
board. After a stewardess covered him with a blanket, he spent the rest of 
the flight smoking cigarettes and annoying others. Law enforcement was 
waiting for him when he got off the plane.

FREEZE! HOLD IT RIGHT THERE! A group of penguins at the Odense 
Zoo in Denmark tried to break out of the facility en masse. Zoo employ-
ees easily tracked them down because their wet feet made a trail down 
a corridor, and the animals were rounded up before they could make it to 
the outside.

NOW, THAT IS IRONIC: A man became disabled after slipping and 
falling on a “disabled” sign painted on the ground in a parking lot outside 
a supermarket in Sydney, Australia. His ankle was deformed as a result, 
and he was awarded $400,000.

This year’s Migration Celebration fundraising dinner will feature keynote 
speaker Kelly Drinnen, education specialist at Flower Garden Banks 
National Marine Sanctuary, Galveston.  

Ms. Drinnen’s presentation is titled Cruising Through: Migrations In 
and Around Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary. The coral 
reefs of Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary serve as a focal 
point for tropical and sub-tropical marine life about 100 miles off the Texas 
coast. Explore with us the fly-ways and by-ways above and below the 
waters of this haven in the northwestern Gulf of Mexico.

Migration Celebration Kickoff Dinner will be held at Freeport RiverPlace 
April 8.  The evening will include our traditional roast pork dinner.  Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m.  

Tickets are $30 each, and the proceeds are used to fund the event.  
Migration Celebration is a free family festival that allows families to experi-
ence the joys of nature  at the San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge.  
Migration Celebration photo contest submissions will be on display, and 
winners will be announced.  

For more information and directions to Freeport RiverPlace, go to 
www.migrationcelebration.org. To purchase tickets, please contact us at 
844-842-4737 or email tickets@migrationcelebration.org

Migration Celebration announces 
featured kick-off dinner speaker

Brazoria Lions Club, Brazoria city wide garage sales set
The Brazoria Lions Club will hold 

its semi-annual Garage Sale March 
16-19 at the American Legion Hall 
and Pavilion on F.M. 521, across 
the street from Stewart’s Grocery in 
Brazoria. 

Set-up for the event will take 
place Wednesday and Thursday, 
March 16 and 17 from 8 a.m. until 
5 p.m. Donations for the sale will 
be accepted during this time – or 
sooner (please call 979-789-7069 
for pick-up).

This year, the sale features large 
household furniture as well as other 
worthwhile items. The sale runs 
Friday, March 18, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
through Saturday, March 19, from 8 
a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Volunteers wishing to help with 
the set-up or sale will be welcomed. 

Proceeds of the event benefit the 
Brazoria Community Library and 
other Brazoria Lions Club com-
munity projects. For more informa-
tion, call Scotty McCaskill at (979) 
798-7069.

The Brazoria Citywide Garage 
Sale will run March 18-19. The 
Brazoria Chamber of Commerce 
is encouraging interested city resi-
dents wishing to hold garage sales 
the same dates to register with the 
Chamber at least 10 days before 
the sale. There is no cost to register. 

The Chamber will provide one 

yard sale sign for each site regis-
tered and will include registered 
locations in a garage sale map 
(available to the public) at no 
charge. 

A limited amount of spots will be 
available at the Brazoria Heritage 
Foundation if participants would like 
to set up their garage sales on the 
grounds. 

To participate, or for more infor-
mation and locations of the citywide 
sale, contact the Brazoria Chamber 
of Commerce at (979) 798-6100 or 
dede@brazoriachamber.net .

McCarthy predicts Trump will be nominee
WASHINGTON — House Major-

ity Leader Kevin McCarthy said 
Monday that some Republicans are 

starting to panic as Donald Trump’s 
primary win in South Carolina 
increases the probability that the 
billionaire will emerge as the GOP 
nominee.

“I think there’s more than a 50 
percent chance he’s the nominee,” 
McCarthy said in an interview on 
MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” show.

Sanders’ call for ‘revolution’ not working
WASHINGTON — Sparking a political revolution is a core premise of 

Bernie Sanders’ insurgent campaign, but so far there are few signs of it hap-
pening. Compared to the last contested Democratic primary in 2008, party 
voter participation is down dramatically in the first three nominating contests. 
On Feb. 20, turnout fell by one-third – from about 118,000 to about 80,000.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

The Invention machine
Q. What if somebody set out to 

design a better, safer helmet for 
football players?  What if that some-
body were cognitive psychologist 
and chief technology officer Tony 
McCaffrey of Innovation Accelera-
tor?

A. What’s new in the world of 
invention is using computers to 
automate the process, says Paul 
Marks in “New Scientist” magazine.  
Here humans are following the “evo-
lutionary algorithm” of the natural 
world -- no more hit-or-miss or blind 
luck but more orderly and intelligent 
outcomes.

Innovation Accelerator’s approach 
is to utilize software that lets the 
user describe a problem in human 
language “to help inventors notice 
easily missed features that, if 
addressed, could lead to a novel 
invention.” Using revealing phrases, 
it then searches the US Patent 
and Trademark Office database for 
inventions that solve similar prob-
lems in other domains.  

For example, McCaffrey wanted 
to reduce concussions among 
American football players, so the 
software “exploded” the search for 
ways “to reduce energy, absorb 
energy, exchange forces, lessen 
momentum, oppose force, alter 

direction and repel energy.” Focus-
ing on this last idea led the firm 
to invent a helmet that contained 
strong magnets to repel other play-
ers’ helmets, lessening the impact 
of head clashes.  Though a patent 
based on this concept had been 
registered a few weeks earlier, the 
principle was proved.

Too oily
Q. You’re no doubt familiar with 

the family of the five basic taste 
senses -- sweet, sour, salty, bitter 
and -- the latest addition -- savory, 
or umami. But have you heard about 
a possible sixth sibling, dubbed 
“oleogustus”?

A. Purdue University researchers 
C.A. Running et al. report in “Chemi-
cal Senses” that humans can also 
detect foods that are too oily or fatty, 
says Teresa Shipley Feldhausen in 
“Science News” magazine.  When 
some 50 volunteers were asked to 
distinguish among 15 taste sam-
ples, most could sort out some fats 
from the other five substances, even 
with plugged noses.  For example, 
nearly two-thirds of tasters identified 
linoleic acid found in vegetable and 
nut oils as distinctive, even when 
processed to give the same mouth 
feel as the others.

Though pure oleogustus is 

unpleasant-tasting, when mixed with 
some of the other five tastes, it may 
end up in palate-pleasing products 
like doughnuts and potato chips.  

The all-purpose tusk
Q. If there ever were an all-pur-

pose tool out in the wild, it’s an 
elephant’s tusks. Can you identify 
some of its many uses?

A. Tusks are teeth, specialized 
rootless incisors embedded in a 
cranial socket with a hard outer 
husk protecting the inner soft pulp 
and nerves, says Dale Peterson in 
his book “Elephant Reflections.”  As 
defensive weapons, they’re effective 
against predators; as aggressive 
weapons, they “have proven indis-
pensable in the fierce competition 
among elephant males for access to 
fertile females.”  This “tool” can also 
be used for digging up underground 
water and edible tubers, as chisels 
to pry bark away from a tree, as 
crowbars to snap off branches or 
manipulate large objects.  Interest-
ingly, they’re also electrical non-
conductors, making them helpful in 
breaking down an electric fence.  

Like humans with a handedness 
preference, most elephants favor 
one tusk over the other.  And “since 
tusks continuously grow (and show 
growth rings, like trees) they can 
also (again like trees) grow over and 
around damage.”  

The record weight for a male Afri-
can elephant tusk was “more than 
102 kilograms (about 225 pounds), 
a single tooth heavier than most 
men, measuring some 3.26 meters 
(10.7 feet) long.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

When will Medicare coverage 
begin if I retire at age 62?

Questions and Answers about your Social Security

Q: If I retire and start getting Social Security retirement benefits at age 
62, will my Medicare coverage begin then too?

A: No. Medicare benefits based on retirement do not begin until a 
person is age 65. If you retire at age 62, you may be able to continue to 
have medical insurance coverage through your employer or purchase it 
from an insurance company until you reach age 65 and become eligible 
for Medicare. For more information about who can get Medicare, visit 
www.medicare.gov.

Dr. Seuss-themed activities will 
highlight Spring Break activities 
this year at the Angleton Library 
while students are out of school.

  It all starts on Thursday, March 
3, at 4 p.m., when kids celebrate 
Dr. Seuss’s birthday with Miss 
Emmy and join in Seussical games 
and refreshments. (His birthday is 
actually March 2, but all librar-
ies are closed that day for Texas 
Independence Day).

Spring Break fun begins on Satur-
day, March 5 at 2 p.m. with a Seuss 
Scavenger Hunt, as kids learn how 
to find things in the library using call 
numbers. The highest point earner 
wins a small prize.

To keep the kids entertained, 
come-and-go activities will be 
offered during the following week. 
They include: One Fish, Two Fish 
Fishing; Speak for the Trees Col-
lage; Tic-Tac-Toe; Character Finger 

Puppets; Lorax Pots; Name That 
Dr. Seuss Character; and a Dr. 
Seuss Photo Booth.

The Angleton Library is a branch 
of the Brazoria County Library 
System and is located at 401 E. 
Cedar. It is open Monday and 
Tuesday from 9 am to 8 pm and 
Wednesday through Saturday from 
9 am to 6 pm. For further informa-
tion contact the branch at (979) 
864-1519.

Angleton Library plans various Spring Break activities

Parents and grandparents – these are some of the toy trends to look for on store shelves
By Armin Brott 
and Samantha Feuss
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Every year, hundreds of toy 
manufacturers descend on New York 
in what is almost always the coldest 
week of the year, to unveil their 
latest and greatest offerings. 

And every year, the Parents@Play 
Team braves the single-digit 
temperatures to identify what we 
believe you’ll be seeing a lot of in the 
months ahead. So, without further 
ado, here are the trends we expect 
to dominate in 2016. 

• Sloths and Puppies. Animals 
are always popular. But this year, 
there’ll be a new species in town: 
sloths – the slowest mammals on 
earth – who are memorably and 
adorably featured in Disney’s “Zoo-
topia” (opening in March). The other 
heroes from “Zootopia” will probably 
still be in line at the DMV when 
DreamWorks’s “Secret Life of Pets,” 

hits theaters in July, bringing to life a 
dizzying number of dogs, cats, and 
other hilarious animals.

• Coding. The terms STEM 
and STEAM are being overused 
to the point where they’re nearly 
meaningless. But the underlying 
skills, including coding, are going to 
be critical to today’s children, who 
(hopefully) will become tomorrow’s 
leaders. Fisher-Price’s Code-a-Pillar 
introduces coding concepts to tod-
dlers. Code Gamer from Thames & 
Kosmos brings those same skills to 
kids 10 and up.

• Build-it-Yourself Robots. 
VTech’s Mix and Move Busy intro-
duces the basics of robot building 
to toddlers, while WowWee helps 
older kids refine those skills with 
their Maker kits, including Maker 
MiPosaur, Maker MiP, and Edu MiP.

• Girl Power. Well, it’s about time! 
We’ll be seeing plenty of DC’s and 
Marvel’s female superheroes, includ-

ing Black Widow, Wonder Woman, 
Super Girl, and others. We’ll also 
get introduced to the eponymous 
heroes of Nick’s “Miraculous: Tales 
of Ladybug and Cat Noir.”

• Personalization. This year, kids 
will be able to design Barbies and 
other dolls in their own image. But 
one of our favorites in this category 
is Budsies, which turns your child’s 
artwork into incredible, custom-made 
(and wonderfully detailed) stuffed 
animals. The whole process takes a 
few weeks, but the end result is well 

worth the wait.
• Real Construction. With all 

the talk about technology, there’s 
still a place for good, old-fashioned 
construction. Real Construction 
has some great kits that combine 
tools and wood-like material to let 
young kids build practically anything 
– without any danger of hurting 
themselves.

• Food Toys. Veggie Tales was all 
the rage a few years ago. This year, 
there’ll still be healthy food toys for 
kids to play with, but Kid Robots is 

introducing a line of smiling French 
fries, donuts, pretzels, cupcakes, 
and more for kids who like to play 
with their food.

• Video Drones. These incredibly 
fun toys come in all sizes. Mota’s 
JetJat Nano is the smallest we’ve 
ever seen. And Skyrocket’s Sky 
Viper series now incorporates a vari-
ety of features that make controlling 
your drone a lot easier. You’ll be able 
to spend more time flying and less 
time retrieving your drone from your 
roof or your neighbor’s tree.
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The Asa Underwood Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution 
honored the 2015 Good Citizenship winners at their George Washington Tea 
recently. Family members were present, and all enjoyed delicious refresh-
ments. Steve Perkins, third from left standing, a student at Columbia High 
School, was selected to read his essay.

Pictured top row: Rebecca Rodriguez, Alvin; Hannah Hodges, Dawson, 
Pearland; Rebeca Chacko, Manvel; Kailey Laitkep, Pearland; and Caroline 
Bass, Brazosport. Pictured standing are: Ryan Clark, Brazoswood; Cody 
Erikson, Sweeny; Steve Perkins, Columbia; and Javier Castaneda, Angleton.

Asa Underwood DAR chapter honors 
Good Citizenship Winners at tea party

Centenarians: The oldest of the old are living longer
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Right now in the United States, 
there are more 100 year olds alive 
than ever before.

In a recent report, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
announced that this sector of the 
population is increasing in number 
and they are living longer. Dr. James 
Kirkland, the director of Mayo 
Clinic’s Robert and Arlene Kogod 
Center on Aging, says there are 
many reasons for the increase in the 
number of centenarians.

Why people are living longer:
• The development of sewage and 

water systems
• The discovery of antibiotics
• Better obstetric care

• Improved treatment of age-
related diseases

• Better health education
Kirkland also says some aspects 

of why and how people live to be 
over 100 remain a mystery.

“People 100 years old and older 
seem to be resilient and more 
indestructible,” he says. “We want 
to study and learn what we can 
about 100-year-olds, especially 

their genetics, to see if there are 
treatments we can develop to try to 
increase health span for the general 
population.”

Kirkland’s research focuses on 
ways to delay or prevent age-
related diseases in order to extend 
people’s health span, which is the 
period of life when one lives free 
of disability, pain, dependence and 
chronic disease.

A few changes can add years to your life
Making just a few changes in 

your lifestyle can help you live 
longer.

A recent study found that four bad 
behaviors — smoking, drinking too 
much alcohol, not exercising, and 

not eating enough fruits and veg-
gies — can hustle you into an early 
grave, and, in effect, age you by as 
many as 12 years.

• Don’t overeat
• Get busy
• Turn off the TV
• Stay out of the sun
• Reach out, visit friends
• Drink only in moderation
• Eat fruits and vegetables.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Christ is the best guide you can have
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Recently, our teacher asked us to write an essay on what we 
wanted to do in life, and I didn’t know what to say. What would you 
have said you wanted to be when you were my age (I’m in eighth 
grade)? - C.H.

A: When I was your age, I probably would have been just as clueless 
as you say you were! I had a vague desire to be a baseball player, but 
that was more a daydream than a realistic goal.

All this changed when I committed my life to Jesus Christ in high 
school. A visiting evangelist had come to our town, and some friends and 
I went to hear him, although I wasn’t sure I wanted to go. Night after night, 
he preached about the seriousness of sin, and the love that God had 
shown us by sending His Son into the world to die for our sins. One night, 
I responded to his invitation to receive Christ, and from that moment on 
my life would never be the same.

What difference did Christ make? Instead of living only for myself, I now 
realized the most important thing in life was living for Christ - seeking His 
will, living according to His Word, being guided by His Spirit. The Bible’s 
words became my goal: “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ.... 
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things” (Colossians 3:1-2).

The most important decision you’ll ever make is your decision about 
Christ. God loves you, and He wants to guide you and show you His will. 
By a simple prayer of faith, ask Christ to come into your life to forgive 
your sins and make you His child forever. He changed my life, and He’ll 
change yours, as well. Give your life to Him today.

Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission agents from across the 
state are set to conduct hundreds of 
undercover operations in an effort to 
prevent the sale of alcohol to minors 
during Spring Break.

The undercover operations 
– dubbed “minor stings” – will 
take place March 1-15 at retailers 
located along popular travel cor-
ridors between major Texas cities 
and the Gulf Coast. During the 
operation, undercover TABC agents 
will accompany a minor-aged volun-
teer, who will attempt to purchase 
alcohol. Retailers who sell alcohol 

to the underage person could face 
possible administrative action by the 
TABC.

Members of TABC’s Audit & 
Investigation Division will visit each 
of the targeted retailers prior to the 
undercover operations in order to 
provide training on ways to recog-
nize suspected underage custom-
ers.

During the 2015 Spring Break 
undercover operations, TABC agents 
visited more than 900 retailers and 
found more than 90 percent to be in 
full compliance with the law. Agency 
officials say they hope for an even 

better compliance rate this year.
“These undercover operations 

have proven to be a useful tool in 
ensuring our retailers are in volun-
tary compliance with the law,” said 
Chief Robert Saenz, TABC Chief of 
Field Operations. “While we were 
very pleased with the relatively low 
number of violations last year, when 
you’re talking about an underage 
person getting behind the wheel 
while intoxicated, even one violation 
can result in loss of life. We’re count-
ing on Texas retailers to do the right 
thing and remain vigilant during this 
very busy time.”

TABC plans statewide 2016 Spring Break undercover operations

How cosmetics influence how voters look at politicians
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

Can cosmetics turn an elec-
tion? In Twitter-centric, Insta-
gram-focused, YouTube-driven 
presidential politics you never 
know.

Marco Rubio has a Nixonian 
Beard problem. His five o’clock 
shadow is present at all hours 

during network interviews - in HD 
no less. In the nation’s very first 
televised presidential debate in 
1960, Richard Nixon declined to 
use makeup, and knowledgeable 
observers, including the TV director 
Don Hewitt, said the shadow might 
have cost Nixon the election.

John Kasich leans to the right. 
Not just in politics; when Kasich 

speaks, he actually cocks his 
head, and sometimes the upper 
half of his torso, several degrees 
to the right. Watching him makes 
you think you’re in one of those 
funhouse rooms where everything 
is tilted, so you don’t know which 
way is up.

Hillary Clinton reminds some 
voters of the “Seinfeld” episode in 
which Jerry dates a woman who 
looks dramatically different depend-
ing on the lighting. Few candidates 
are so reliant on good TV lighting 
as Hillary. Plus, appearing in the 
recent PBS debate in a gold top 
made from State Department drap-
eries was a poor choice.

Donald Trump’s hair captivates 
cartoonists, but in debates it’s his 
overly-whitened teeth that really 
stand out. If money can buy the 
straightest, brightest teeth, then 
Trump’s fortune has made him 
frontrunner in the dental field.

Bernie Sanders, like Trump, is 
loud. But lately Sanders is suffering 
through too many bouts of hoarse 
coughing in debates - a definite 
distraction. As for style points, 
Bernie’s ill-fitting suits would make 
him a laughingstock among conser-
vatives, but in the eyes of progres-
sives, he’s got a rock-star look.

Sanders and Trump also share 
a New Yorkism that grates on 
some listeners: beginning many 
statements by telling you, “I will tell 
you...”

Ben Carson doesn’t know what 
to do with his hands. Trump is a 
finger wagger; Rubio is a podium 
pounder; Sanders and Clinton are 
arm wavers. But Carson awkwardly 

clasps his hands, almost as if 
praying for divine guidance about a 
satisfactory answer.

Jeb Bush flip-flopped on acces-
sories so often he finally had to quit 
the race. He tossed his signature 
wire-rimmed glasses - a daring 
campaign calculation. He also 
flipped on shirts and ties, appearing 
with a smallish knot one day and 
a overly fat Windsor knot the next. 
He was equally unpredictable when 
it came to spread collars versus 
button-downs. As Republicans 
always point out, Ronald Reagan 
never waffled on shirts and ties.

Chris Christie will be missed. 
Alone among Republicans, he 
knew how to turn to the camera 
during debates and speak directly 
to the viewing audience. Unfortu-
nately, when cameras caught him 
in wide shots from the side, it was 
not a pretty picture.

Christie has a lambdacism 
-- difficulty with the letter L -- which 
haunted him as he sought to twist 
every debate answer to include 
“Hillary Clinton.”

Ted Cruz favors straight talk, but 
happens to have a crooked mouth. 
Although he leans heavily right, 
his lip curls up on his left, a look 
favored by actors portraying vil-
lains. At least Cruz doesn’t have a 
mustache to twirl while speaking.

That’s the raw data. What we 
need now are pollsters, pundits, 
surrogates and dial-twisting 
focus groups to remind us this is 
uncharted territory, and therefore 
we can’t be sure what it means.

Peter Funt is a writer and 
speaker. His book, “Cau-
tiously Optimistic,” is avail-
able at Amazon.com and 
CandidCamera.com. © 2016 Peter 
Funt.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Chicago Tribune (TNS)
CHICAGO — Thirty-two people 

were shot in Chicago over the 
weekend, three of them fatally, 
pushing the number of homicides 
so far this year to nearly double the 
same period last year.

As of early Monday, Feb. 22, 
the city had recorded at least 91 
homicides since the first of the year, 
compared with 47 over the same 
time last year, according to data 
kept by the Tribune. Overall, there 
have been at least 416 shootings in 
Chicago this year, compared with 
193 a year ago – a 115 percent 
increase.

Homicides in Chicago 
running nearly double 

from last year

than actually experience it.
The job posting is pretty imagina-

tive. I could tell that whoever wrote it 
was not just doing his or her job.

To be part of this bamboozling 
opportunity, applicants must:

- Be able to sit around and act 
lazy for the majority of the day;

- Have their every need pandered 
to;

- Have a keen interest in wildlife; 
and

- Enjoy being admired for several 
hours a day.

The successful applicant must:
- Be color-blind;
- Be comfortable wearing a warm, 

thick coat all day long;
- Live on a high-fiber diet of 14 

kilos of bamboo a day; and
- Pref-fur-ably, be wild at heart.
No need to paws for thought. It 

really is that black and white.” 
The company that posted this ad 

deserves to get thousands of very 
talented applicants. It took a while to 
come up with all this play on words, 
and I think they maxed out the puns.

There must be some other 
unusual jobs out there, so I turned 
on my Internet machine and did my  
normal few minutes of research.

I’m going to list a few, but we 
need to decide each time if the fol-
lowing are just jobs or callings.

FORTUNE COOKIE WRITER: 
Who would not love getting paid 
for making up a bunch of stuff that 
other people read before eating 
their fortune cookies? This is much 
like horoscope writing. Definitely a 
calling.

PET FOOD TASTER: They smell 
and taste animal food and also 
chew it to make sure that Fido gets 
only the best. Fido really wants the 
food you’re eating, but that’s beside 
the point. 

This has to be just a job. You’d 
have to be desperate for money to 
do this. Maybe wine or beer tasting, 
but not pet food.

PROFESSIONAL SLEEPER: 
Who would not like to get paid for 
sleeping? I know several people 
who would actually get overtime pay 
doing this. Definitely a calling.

SHARK TANK CLEANER: This 
is a hard one, because not only 
do you have to have a passion for 
doing this, but you also have to be 
crazy. We have to categorize this as 
a calling.

CHICKEN SEXER: I had never 
heard of a job like this until 48.5 
seconds into my research. They 
undergo special training before 
being allowed to identify and 
separate male hatchlings from 
the females. Just a job, but very 
interesting. 

I didn’t realize that there was a 
difference. The hatchlings look alike 
to me, but I’ve never examined 
them all that closely. Maybe that’s 
why there is special training.

ELECTRO-SHOCK GIVERS: In 
Mexico, some men lug around bat-
tery operated boxes that dispense 
electrical charges and offer shocks 
of electricity for between $2-$4. 
This has to be just a job unless the 
machine operator is a sadist. Then it 
would be a calling. 

PROFESSIONAL SNUGGLERS: 

This became popular in Japan, 
where for a price you can snuggle 
or sleep next to a real live woman. 
The trend also has taken off in 
Rochester, N.Y., where for $50 you 
can indulge in a private 45-minute 
snuggling session at the Snuggery.

I’m going to classify this as just 
a job, because this may also be 
prostitution, which would make it an 
illegal job. But who knows? They 
could be just snuggling.

PROFESSIONAL MOURNERS: 
This is one of my favorites, but I’m 
going to come right out and classify 
this as just a job. Men and women 
in Africa, China and the Middle East 
are paid cash in exchange for their 
tears and vocal weeping. 

So, if the dead person’s rela-
tives aren’t sad enough, these 
paid people will create a mournful 
atmosphere.

FREE-LANCE WRITER FOR 
THE BULLETIN: If you have 
read this far into my column, that 
means that you really like to read 
- anything, and you are probably a 
decent writer. We can use you to 
write articles that we assign and 
edit. 

I would categorize this as a call-
ing, because the pay is next to noth-
ing. If you think you are the right 
person for this freelancing opportu-
nity, call us at (979) 849-5407. 

Perfect for college kids whose 
parents pay all their bills. Or, for 
anyone who just loves reporting and 
writing.

How to tell the difference between jobs and callings
(Continued from Page 1)
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BC’s Habitat for Humanity chapter 
participates in building of home
The Habitat for Humanity at Brazosport College Chapter recently part-

nered with the Habitat for Humanity of Southern Brazoria County in the build-
ing of an Angleton home. The student-led organization helped with building 
labor and will donate landscaping supplies for the house. Fifty-five Brazos-
port College students faculty and staff members assisted in the build. Once 
completed, the house will be the 99th home built by Habitat for Humanity 
of Southern Brazoria County. For more information about the Habitat for 
Humanity at Brazosport College Chapter, call (979) 230-3412.

Karenmaria Oswalt started playing flute but when she became a sopho-
more in high school, she decided to put it down.

After taking some courses in college to pursue a music degree, she 
started to play again and rediscovered how much she loved playing.

“It was fascinating, and I really got into it,” she said.
Oswalt, of Missouri City, was recently named to the Texas Community 

College All State Band. She performed recently in the All State Band Concert 
in San Antonio.

“She is a fine flute player and a very hard worker,” ACC Band Director 
David Griffith said.

Approximately 300 students from 22 community colleges try out for the All 
State Band every year, and 80 to 90 are chosen to perform, Griffith said. Out 
of the 30 flute players who submitted music to the selection panel, Oswalt 
was one of 10 who were picked.

“Because of her playing ability and her hard work, she is definitely deserv-
ing of this,” Griffith said.

After enrolling in ACC this past fall, Oswalt began training with Music 
instructor Pat Singletary to improve her playing, and it has paid off, she said.

Oswalt was excited to play in the concert and felt her selection to the All 
State Band strengthened her dedication to her instrument.

“It reinforces what I’m doing,” she said. “I think this is awesome.”
Oswalt also received an honorable mention during a recent competition 

with the Houston Flute Club.
Once she finishes her degree at ACC, Oswalt plans to pursue a Bachelor’s 

degree and then a Master’s degree and finally a Doctorate.
As she continues her education, Oswalt also arranges her own music and 

aspires to start her own music group. 

Karenmaria Oswalt, of Missouri City, takes a break from practicing her 
flute at the ACC Band Hall. She was named to the Texas Community 
College All State Band.

ACC Student named to All State Band
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The Freeport Branch Library is hosting a contest to “name the pirate ship” 
that has been donated by the City of Freeport for use in the children’s area of 
the library.

The public is invited to submit suggested names for the ship, which will be 
collected in a pirate treasure chest until the end of March. Freeport Library 
staff will then choose the three finalists, and the selected names will be voted 
on over the following two weeks. The winning name will be announced, and 
the person who submitted the entry will then be guest of honor at a christen-
ing party for the ship to which the public will be invited. The date of that event 
will be announced later.

Entries are open to all ages and multiple suggestions are welcome. The 
Freeport Library is a branch of the Brazoria County Library System, which 
is celebrating its 75th anniversary this coming June. For more information, 
please visit the Freeport Library at 410 N. Brazosport Blvd. in Freeport, or 
call (979) 233-3622.

Public invited to ‘Name the Pirate 
Ship’ in Freeport Library contest

Pictured left to right: Rachel Scarbrough, Children’s Specialist, Freeport Branch Library; Freeport Mayor 
Norma Moreno Garcia; Gilbert Arispe, Freeport Assistant City Manager; and David T. Thrash, Director, Brazoria 
County Library System.

Boston Marathon bombing survivor Rebekah Gregory recently spoke 
at a Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series event at the Dow Academic 
Center at Brazosport College. Pictured are, from left, Brazosport College 
Foundation Development Officer Kristen Schwertner; Brazosport 
College Vice President, College Advancement Serena Andrews; 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon committee member Anita Rau, Rebekah 
Gregory, Brazosport College President Dr. Millicent Valek; Women’s 
Lecture Luncheon Committee Chair Barbara Monical and Brazosport 
College Foundation Development Officer Sherrie Garrett.

Marathon bombing survivor inspires crowd 
at BC’s Women’s Lecture Luncheon event
Boston Marathon bombing survivor Rebekah Gregory recently appeared 

at the second Brazosport College Foundation’s Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series event of the 2015-16 season.

Gregory spoke on her horrifying experience during the 2013 terrorist 
attack, as she was standing only feet away from the bomb when it deto-
nated. She talked to the audience about her life-altering injuries, enduring 
dozens of surgeries, and the eventuality of losing her leg.

More importantly, however, Gregory shared her inspirational story of 
acceptance and how she’s used her experiences to help others. 

The Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series is a series of events intended to 
help promote cultural enrichment for all women hosted by the Brazosport 
College Foundation.

This was the second of three Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series events 
this season. During fall of 2015, Astronaut Chris Cassidy opened the season. 
The final guest is child abduction victim Elizabeth Smart, who is scheduled to 
speak on April 7. For more information about the Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series, call (979) 230.3163.



Page 10  THE BULLETIN   March 1, 2016    (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Feb. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1879, Frank Winfield Woolworth 
opened a five-cent store in Utica, 
N.Y. In 1924, Calvin Coolidge 
delivered the first presidential radio 
broadcast from the White House.

Feb. 23: ON THIS DATE 
(approximately) in 1455, Johannes 
Gutenberg printed the first book, 
The Holy Bible, on a press with 
moveable type. In 1836, the Alamo 
in Texas was besieged by Mexican 
forces; all friendly forces at the 
garrison were killed.

Feb. 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1917, the Russian revolution 
broke out. In 1981, Britain’s Prince 
Charles announced his engage-
ment to Lady Diana Spencer.

Feb. 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1964, boxer Cassius Clay, a 7-to-1 
underdog, beat Sonny Liston on 
a technical knockout in the 7th 
round to win the world heavyweight 
championship. In 1969, the Beatles 
began recording their “Abbey 
Road” album.

Feb. 26: ON THIS DATE 
in 1815, Napoleon Bonaparte 
escaped from the Island of Elba 
to begin his second conquest of 
France. In 1993, a bomb planted 
by Islamic extremists exploded in 
a parking garage of New York’s 
World Trade Center, killing six 
people and injuring more than 
1,000.

Feb. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1922, the Supreme Court upheld 
the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, which granted 
women’s right to vote. In 1997, 
divorce was legalized in Ireland.

Feb. 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1993, a gun battle erupted at a 
compound near Waco, Texas, 
when Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms agents tried to serve 
warrants on the Branch Davidians. 
Four agents and six cultists were 
killed as a 51-day standoff began.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1836, the 
Republic of Texas declared its 
independence from Mexico.

This week’s question: In 1876, 
Alexander Graham Bell received a 
patent for what famous invention?

Alvin College, school district science contest winners announced
More than 70 Alvin Independent School District high school and junior high 

students participated in the 21st Annual Alvin Science Fair at the Alvin Com-
munity College Gym on Feb. 11.

During the science fair, students competed in individual and team catego-
ries: Science Product Showcase, Health and Medicine, Physics, Earth and 
Space, Botany & Environmental, Chemistry, Life Science Team and Physical 
Science Team.

In addition to students receiving awards for first- through third-place 
and honorable mentions, three overall winners were announced and each 
awarded a $200 scholarship to ACC.

Alvin High School student Kaytlynn Welsch won first place in Health and 
Medicine for her project, Win Against the Wind.

Chloe Cambridge from Nolan Ryan Junior High won the Earth and Sci-
ence Category for her project, Planetary Distance and Orbital Periods.

Nolan Ryan Junior High student Preksha Vaghela placed first in Chemistry 
for her project, Absorbic Acid in Veggies.

The funds for the scholarship are provided by the college.
Science Fair Winners
Physics – First place: Nolan Ryan Junior High, Oluwatobi “Tobi” Idowu, 

The Mechanical Advantage of Pulleys; second place, Nolan Ryan Junior 
High,  Michael Ashorn, Roller Coaster Marbles; third place, Nolan Ryan 
Junior High, Matthew Allison, Why Winglets; honorable mention, Nolan Ryan 
Junior High, Preston Roes, The Faraday Cage and honorable mention, 
Harby Junior High, Madison Norregaard, Which Paper Towel is the Most 
Durable?

Chemistry – First place, Nolan Ryan Junior High, Preksha Vaghela, 
Absorbic Acid in Veggies; second place, Nolan Ryan Junior High, Matthew 
Martinez, Electrolyte Challenge; third place, Manvel High School, Michael 
Lombardi, Frozen: Even Colder; honorable mention, Nolan Ryan Junior 
High, Aryan Baki, What’s the Best Way to Dissolve Calcium Carbonate?; 
honorable mention, Nolan Ryan Junior High, Vishnu Sadagopan, Universal 
Tarnish Remover: Myth or Reality?; honorable mention, Manvel Junior High, 
Ethan Jolly, Changing Change and honorable mention, Harby Junior High, 
Brynn Williams, Kitchen Chemistry.

Botany and Environmental – First place, Rodeo Palms Junior High, 
Kamryn Debose, How Drinks Affect Plant Growth; second place, Manvel 
Junior High, Benjamin Mooney, How Healthy Is It?; third place, Alvin Junior 
High, Travis Taylor, Water Runoff – Where Does It Go?; honorable mention, 
Nolan Ryan Junior High, William Shinn, Optimal Bean Seed Growth and 
honorable mention, Fairview Junior High, Jayden Frazier, Music’s Effect on 
Plants.

Health and Medicine – First place, Alvin High School, Kaytlynn Welsch, 
Win Against the Wind, second place, Nolan Ryan Junior High, Nikita Singh, 
Chickory, Coffee, and Heart Rate; third place, Alvin Junior High, Heather 
Welsch, Barefoot vs. Bulky Foot; honorable mention, Nolan Ryan Junior 
High, Andrew Pham, Are Insects Attracted to Heat or Light? and honorable 
mention, Harby Junior High, Gideon Sutherland, Color and Memory.

Earth and Space – First place, Nolan Ryan Junior High, Chloe Cambridge, 
Planetary Distance and Orbital Periods and second place, Alvin Junior High, 
Jodie Aguirre, Got Gas?

Life Science Team – First place, Nolan Ryan Junior High, Samantha Tonini 
and Ella Hestand, Video Games vs. Human Body; second place, Alvin Junior 
High, Katie Horn and Jaelyn Scatts, Battle of the Brains, and third place, 
Harby Junior High, Natalie Contreras and Yvette Fonseca-Gomez, Which 
Plant is the Brightest?

Physical Science Team –  First place, Harby Junior High, Liliana Beltran 
and Yazlin Robles, The Bitter, the Sweet, and the Ugly; second place, Nolan 
Ryan Junior High, Nimah Haidar and Samah Haidar, Mother Nature’s Tears 

Hurt, and third place, Manvel Junior High, Camila Medina and Emma Fox, 
Do White Candles Burn Faster than Colored Candles?

Science Product Showcase Winners
Junior High winners- First place, Nolan Ryan Junior High, Lucy Cao, Isha 

Patel and James Laase, Plants/Photosynthesis; second place, Nolan Ryan 
Junior High, Christina Lewellyn, Aileen Vu and Andrea Richardson, Happy 
New Year #365;  third place, Nolan Ryan Junior High, Izzy Caudell, Vicky 
Lee, Andrea Mosquera, Yasmin El Fadili and Minlenka Eterovic, Earth’s 
Layers, honorable mention, Nolan Ryan Junior High Sean Caballa, Sebas-
tian Soliz, Leon Fleming and Jayla Smith, Succession/Watershed.

High School winners – First place, Manvel High School, Salam Habra, 
Emily Rosa, Michelle Bernarte, Eliah Lopez and Seth Regaldo DNA & Cell 
Cycle Website & T-shirt; second place, Manvel High School, Salam Habra 
and Anahi Altamirano, Homeostasis in the Cell: Petsmart, and third place, 
Manvel High School, Denali Klein and Daryn Trube, DNA & Cell Cycle Web-
site & T-shirt.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTERJunior high special ed student and basketball team manager gets a chance to score
By Sandra Engelland
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)

COLLEYVILLE, Texas — Joseph 
McTighe has been a part of every 
game this season for the Colleyville 
Middle School Colts’ seventh-grade 
basketball team.

As one of the team’s managers, 
he hands out cups of water and 
high-fives his teammates during 
breaks in the action. He’s always 
at practice, working on his own 
basketball skills and lightening the 
mood with jokes.

His constant encouraging pres-
ence on the sidelines has been 
appreciated by teammates, coaches 
and fans.

Last week, Joseph got his chance 
to be in the spotlight.

The 13-year-old special education 
student was the focus of a new play 
during the last game of the season. 

Code name: Blue.
Parents Chip and Kristina 

McTighe watched the game from 
the edge of their seats in the 
bleachers.

“I’m more nervous for this game 
than I’ve been for any of my kids,” 
Chip McTighe said.

Joseph’s brothers, Jack, a fresh-
man, and Matthew, a senior, both 
at Colleyville Heritage High School, 
have played many basketball 
games.

Joseph first went into the game 
in the second quarter to loud cheers 
from the crowd. A teammate passed 
to him, and he shot, hitting the back-
board. He played defense, running 
the floor.

 When he came off the court, his 
teammates gave him high-fives. He 
got several more chances to score 
in the third and fourth quarters, with 

opponents from Grapevine Middle 
School, even helping him retrieve 
the ball and waiting for him to shoot.

He scored near the end of the 
game from at least 12 feet from the 
basket. 

The crowd cheered long and 
loud. His parents recorded it all.

Joseph enjoyed the attention from 
teammates who surrounded him at 
the final buzzer. Then he went into 
the stands to hug his parents.

After Joseph left for the locker 
room, his dad teared up.

“When we found out he was going 
to be born with Down syndrome, we 
were scared. We prayed a lot,” Chip 

McTighe said. “We wanted him to 
have opportunities. I thank God for 
the opportunity everyone gave him 
tonight. I’m extremely grateful.”

Gabi Kanterman, the school’s 
adaptive physical education teacher 
and Joseph’s one-on-one coach, 
said Joseph earned his spot on the 
floor with his positive attitude and 
faithful presence at practice and 
games.

“He always shows up on time with 
a good attitude,” Kanterman said. 
“He hands boys water as they come 
off the court and cheers for them 
when they make a good play. He 
loves it.”

Special needs student Joe McTighe (15) on the bench with his Colleyville 
Middle School teammates. (Paul Moseley/Fort Worth Star-Telegram/TNS)

Out of sight, out of mind? 
Not for Tim Tebow.

Tebow – out of the NFL the 
past three seasons – is none-
theless the league’s fifth-most 
popular quarterback, according 
to a Public Policy Polling of 410 
“self-described NFL fans” this 
month.

The results: Tom Brady (23 
percent), Peyton Manning (15), 
Aaron Rodgers (13), Cam 
Newton (11), Tebow (7), Russell 
Wilson (6), Eli Manning (6), Drew 
Brees (4) and someone else/no 
favorite (9).

Fan tango
Courtside give-and-take 

between a Bulls fan and the 
Lakers’ 37-year-old Kobe Bryant 
in Bryant’s final NBA game in 
Chicago on Sunday:

Fan: “Give me one dunk.”
Bryant: “Dude, if I could I 

would.”
You make the call
An arbiter has ruled that the 

NFL wrongly kept a share of 
ticket revenue from players over 
the past three years – and now 
must pay them about $120 million 
as a result.

So what do you call that – a 
costly withholding penalty or ille-
gal use of funds?

Talking the talk
Lakers coach Byron Scott, to 

the L.A. Times, after rumored 
trade target Nick Young showed 
up to practice Wednesday saying 
“I’m still a Laker!” – and the trade 
deadline wasn’t until Thursday: “I 
don’t think Nick pays a whole lot 
of attention to current events.”

David Whitley of the Orlando 
(Fla.) Sentinel, on this week’s 
FIFA elections: “Outgoing presi-
dent Sepp Blatter has announced 
he won’t endorse any particular 
candidate until all bribes have 
been formally submitted to his 
office.”

Mike Bianchi of the Orlando 
(Fla.) Sentinel, on stock-car 
romance: “My operatives tell 
me that Ricky Stenhouse Jr. got 
fellow NASCAR driver Danica 
Patrick the same Valentine’s Day 
gift as always: A dozen long-
stemmed socket wrenches.”
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Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
Heart disease is the No. 1 killer of women in the United States. According 

to the American Heart Association, more than one in three female adults has 
some form of cardiovascular disease. 

Risk factors can be hereditary, but other factors are related to your habits 
and lifestyle – things you can control and change to minimize your risk of 
developing heart disease. Mayo Clinic Health System family medicine and 
women’s health physician Dr. Ruth Tiffault explains steps you can take to 
help prevent heart disease.

• Stop smoking. If you smoke, you are two to six times more likely to suffer 
a heart attack than a nonsmoking woman.

• Control your blood pressure. Have your blood pressure checked regu-
larly, and if it’s too high, work with your health care provider to lower it and 
keep it under control.

• Lower your cholesterol. One-fourth of American women have high cho-
lesterol. Have yours checked, and follow your health care provider’s advice 
for keeping it low.

• Maintain a healthy weight. Your health care provider can advise you on a 
weight range that’s healthy for you.

• Get moving. Studies show that 60 percent of American women don’t 
get the exercise they should, and 25 percent are completely inactive. Thirty 
minutes of moderate movement most or all days of the week is all it takes.

• Control diabetes. The risk of death from heart disease is about three 
times higher in women with diabetes. Consult your health care provider if you 
have a family history of diabetes or if you have other risk factors associated 
with diabetes.

Tips to avoid heart disease

By Allie Shah
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

The longer you smoke pot and the earlier you start smoking it, the more 
likely you are to have problems recalling words in middle age.

But past exposure to marijuana doesn’t appear to affect other mental 
skills, such as processing speed and executive function.

So says a recent large study that tracked marijuana use in more than 
3,000 people over 25 years. Participants came from a handful of cities.

“Cumulative lifetime exposure to marijuana remained significantly associ-
ated with worse verbal memory,” researchers wrote in the online medical 
journal, JAMA Internal Medicine.

The study comes at a time when more states are legalizing marijuana for 
medical purposes.

Though researchers did not examine the impact of smoking pot on overall 
memory, they did look at the effect on verbal memory. Notably, they found 
that when asked to memorize a list of 15 words, half of the people who 
smoked pot recreationally over time could recall about one word less than 
nonsmokers.

Participants were between 18 and 30 when the study started, and they 
were asked about their marijuana use at eight intervals throughout the 25 
years.

Most – 85 percent – said they had smoked pot at one time or another.

Pot smoking as young adult may lead 
to memory problems in middle age

Women suffering heart attacks may experience totally different symptoms than men
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Heart disease is the number one 
killer of women. While both men 
and women are affected by heart 
disease, the warning signs and 
symptoms can be quite different.

Dr. Amy Pollak , a cardiologist at 
Mayo Clinic on the Florida campus, 
says one in three women die each 

year of heart disease and stroke, 
and 80 percent of cardiac events 
can be prevented. She says living 
a heart-healthy lifestyle and making 
simple changes can be the cure.

HEART ATTACK SYMPTOMS 
The most common heart attack 

symptom in women is some type of 
pain, pressure or discomfort in the 

chest. But it’s not always severe or 
even the most prominent symptom, 
particularly in women. And, some-
times, women may have a heart 
attack without chest pains. Women 
are more likely than men to have 
heart attack symptoms unrelated to 
chest pain, such as:

• Neck, jaw, shoulder, upper back 

or abdominal discomfort
• Shortness of breath
• Right arm pain
• Nausea or vomiting
• Sweating

• Lightheadedness or dizziness
• Unusual fatigue
If you have questions, see your 

health care provider for more infor-
mation.
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How scientists solved the strange case of asteroids disappearing from the solar system
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

A couple years ago, astronomers 
made a surprising discovery: A 
significant number of asteroids were 
missing from the central region of 
the solar system.

The space rocks were plentiful 
in the asteroid belt between Mars 
and Jupiter, and they appeared in 
their expected numbers around the 
neighborhood of Earth, Venus and 
Mercury. But in the zone closest 
to the sun, there were lots of no-
shows.

For every 10 asteroids they 
expected to find within 10 solar 
diameters of the sun, they could 
only spot one.

So, where had they all gone?
In a paper published recently in 

Nature, the scientists say that the 
asteroids appear to be disintegrat-
ing when they get too close to the 
sun, leaving a trail of space rubble 
in their orbital wake.

The researchers didn’t set out 
to go on an asteroid hunt. Their 
initial goal was to create a new and 
improved model of all the near-Earth 
objects in the solar system.

A near-Earth object, or NEO, is 
exactly what it sounds like - a comet 
or asteroid with an orbit that takes it 
into the vicinity of our planet.

Most of the asteroids that wander 
into our part of the solar system 
come from the doughnut-shaped 
space between the orbits of Mars 
and Jupiter known as the main 
asteroid belt. This region of the solar 
system is home to about 1 million 
asteroids more than half a mile in 
diameter, and many more even 
smaller than that.

The majority of these space 
rocks stick to their normal orbits for 
billions of years, but every once in a 
while the gentle force of solar radia-
tion pushes one of them into a place 
where they begin to interact with the 
gravity of Jupiter or Saturn. When 
that happens, the asteroid’s orbit 
grows more elliptical, sending it into 
the Earth’s neighborhood.

To create a more accurate map 
of the Near Earth Objects circling 
around the solar system, the 
researchers used observations 
of 9,000 NEOs detected in about 
100,000 images taken over eight 
years from the Catalina Sky Survey.

The new model did a great job 
of matching the data in almost all 
areas of the solar system except for 
in the part closest to the sun, said 
Robert Jedicke of the University of 
Hawaii Institute for Astronomy and 
an author on the paper.

“If we weren’t scientists, we might 
have said it’s close enough, but 

something didn’t feel right,” he said.
So the team went back to work. 

For another year, they checked and 
double checked their calculations, 
until they had convinced themselves 
that the discrepancy they saw 
between their model and the data 
was real.

Next they had to figure out where 

all the asteroids they expected to 
see had gone.

Study leader Mikael Granvik, a 
research scientist at the University 
of Helsinki, proposed that the aster-
oids must be disappearing once 
they got close to the sun, but long 
before they would have plunged 
into it.

By Saswato R. Das
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The results of a big physics experiment have delivered a long-sought, 
hard-won and resounding victory to Albert Einstein, confirming yet again 
that the revolutionary theory of gravitation he put forward a century ago is 
the real deal. The findings cement Einstein’s near-mythical stature as one 
of the greatest scientists of all time.

In 1915, after almost a decade of work, Albert Einstein outlined his sen-
sational gravitation theory, which he called “general relativity.” It character-
ized gravity as the result of the curved geometry of space and time, and 
it predicted the existence of gravitational waves. After years of searching, 
the Laser Interferometric Gravitational-Wave Observatory, or LIGO, finally 
observed gravitational waves from two colliding black holes.

The discovery was announced recently by the 1,000-strong team of 
LIGO scientists. To make the discovery more tangible, the team had 
converted its gravitational wave signal into audio, and the world heard the 
sound of two black holes merging. “This was a scientific moonshot,” said 
David Reitze, LIGO’s executive director, “and we did it. We landed on the 
moon.”

Gravity was discovered and first explained by Isaac Newton in the 17th 
century. (Every schoolchild has heard the story, most likely apocryphal, of 
Newton and the falling apple.) 

Newton’s theory provided the framework for explaining Galileo’s obser-
vations of the moons of Jupiter and Johannes Kepler’s planetary laws. It 
also proved to be great at explaining lunar tides, the orbits of comets, the 
gradual change in the orientation of the Earth’s axis – and why we don’t 
fall off the Earth. It led the French mathematician Urbain Le Verrier to infer 
the existence of an unseen planet in the 19th century; it turned out to be 
Neptune.

Einstein has been proven right again
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Explosive sound
5 Outer __
10 Not even ajar
14 “Born to Die” singer/songwriter 
Del Rey
15 Stadium divisions
16 Son of Leah
17 “You’re living in the past,” nowa-
days
20 Flower celebrated in an annual 

Ottawa festival
21 Move the boat, in a way
22 Painting option
23 Like a typical farmer’s market
25 “Gotcha!”
26 “You can’t go there,” nowadays
32 Peace Nobelist Sakharov
35 Elijah Blue’s mom
36 __ de coeur: impassioned plea
37 “Gone With the Wind” setting
38 “Whew!”

39 Sit a spell
40 The Pac-12’s Beavers
41 Ego
43 Citrine or amethyst
45 “Nobody can go there,” nowa-
days
48 A Bobbsey twin
49 Stops
53 Early New Zealand settler
56 “Something __, something ...”
58 Bug
59 “Never heard of you,” nowadays
62 Cinch
63 Sci-fi staple
64 Golf shot
65 Breton, e.g.
66 Band tour stop, perhaps
67 Building additions

DOWN
1 Olive Oyl pursuer
2 Eagerly consume
3 One with degrees?
4 Sauce of southern Italy
5 Norm: Abbr.
6 Capital ENE of Custer
7 Prefix with 5-Across
8 Intercollegiate sport
9 Lawyer’s letters
10 Moccasin, for one
11 Man around the Haus
12 Layer in the eye
13 Considerable
18 Posthaste
19 Escort
24 “Here,” on Metro maps
25 “__ to Billie Joe”
27 Act the cynic
28 Coming up short
29 Bakery specialist
30 Before, to a bard
31 Scatterbrain
32 On the highest point of
33 Apollo’s creator
34 Pharmacopeia listing
38 Abbreviation on a lunch menu
39 Splendor
41 Gastropod for a gourmet
42 Geochronological span
43 “À__ pasa?”
44 Three-time Indy winner Bobby
46 Transported
47 Favored to win
50 “60 Minutes” regular
51 Sri Lankan language
52 What a pedometer counts
53 Catchall file abbr.
54 Archer of “Fatal Attraction”
55 Common face shape
56 Redolence
57 Jiffy __
60 “Science Friday” radio host 
Flatow
61 Greek “H”
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
PIG  BAT  COW  DOG  APE  CAT  BEAR  GOAT  DEER  MOOSE
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: SKUNK  TWEAK  GAMBOL  ADJOIN
Answer: The plastic surgeon sought the clerk’s help because she had a -- “KNOWS” JOB

ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19): Get that 
heart rate up. Find ways to release 
pent up energy and clear your mind 
for the upcoming week ahead. 
Make sure to leave your schedule 
flexible as romantic interludes 
could suddenly pop up without 
warning.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): 
Have it your way. You are able to 
use your charms and wiles to get 
nearly anyone to fall into line. Put 
your social acumen to good use 
by reconciling differences, asking 
for favors or making new acquain-
tances this week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Find 
your support group. You’ll find that 
those who care about you the most 
will provide the enthusiasm you 
need to get your ideas off of the 
ground. A significant other may 
make the rest of the world seem to 
stand still later in the week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Stick to your convictions this week. 
Don’t back down when it comes 
to letting others know where you 
stand on specific issues. Avoid get-
ting too deep into conversations.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Family 
comes first. Schedule time to pay 
attention to loved ones as work 
may take up too much of your time 
this week. If someone approaches 
you for advice, be helpful and 
enthusiastic as criticism could be 
poisonous.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Don’t 
compromise your values. In the 
heat of the moment, you may feel 
compelled to say or do something 
that goes against everything that 
you’ve been taught. Steer clear of 
confrontations in the week to come.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Bury 
the hatchet. There’s no point in 
allowing ill feelings to fester. You 
can improve everyone’s mood by 
taking steps towards reconciliation. 
Matters of romance and relation-
ships may take precedent as the 
week progresses.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23- Nov. 21): 
Nothing stands in the way of prog-
ress. No matter if you take baby 
steps or giant leaps forward you 

get closer to achieving your goal. 
Don’t shrug off a commitment or 
promise this week just because you 
don’t think it’s important.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- Dec. 
21): Play it cool. Don’t allow 
someone to get under your skin 
this week as this may be precisely 
the reaction they were looking for. 
Find constructive outlets to blow off 
steam such as sports or tackling 
chores around the house.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 19): 
May the force be with you. Just 
have a little faith that the universe 
is working with you and not against 
you, and everything will turn out for 
the best this week. Someone may 
be willing to help.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): 
A well-tended garden blooms best. 
Don’t expect projects to become 
rousing successes unless you have 
provided the proper care and atten-
tion to making them work. Roman-
tic prospects are likely to improve 
in the week ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19- Mar. 20): The 
means don’t always justify the 
ends. Giving simply to help out 
those in need is a wonderful thing, 
while giving to receive kudos is not 
quite as admirable. 

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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