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Brazosport Regional Health 
System is kicking off the year with 
free peripheral arterial disease 
(PAD) screenings to prevent heart 
attack, stroke, and amputation.  
There will be six screenings in 2014, 
with the first being held on Feb. 27 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the 
classrooms at Brazosport Regional 
Health System.

PAD is a vascular disease that 
occurs when the arteries that carry 
the blood to the arms and legs 
become blocked, interfering with the 
normal flow of blood.  Affecting an 
estimated 8 million Americans, PAD 
is a red flag for several life-threat-
ening diseases, including heart 
attack, stroke, and amputation.  The 
disease becomes more common 
as one gets older, and by age 65, 
about 12-20 percent of the popula-
tion has it.

The most common symptom of 
PAD is called claudication, which is 
leg pain that occurs when walk-
ing or exercising and disappears 
when the person stops the activity.  
Other symptoms of PAD include: 
numbness, tingling or weakness 
in the leg, burning or aching pain 
in the feet or toes while resting, or 
developing a sore on the leg or foot 
that does not heal.  You should get 
tested for PAD if you are over the 
age of 50, overweight, addicted to 
tobacco, or if you have diabetes, 
high cholesterol, or high blood 
pressure.  Other risk factors include 

BRHS offers free 
PAD screenings

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I am brushing out an old dog’s 
matted fur. He must be around 17. 
That’s 119 in human years. The 
old fellow tolerates it well, but I 
can tell that he is not used to the 
attention.

I’m not pushing my luck. When 
he is not looking, I put some flea 
spray on the brush and start work-
ing on the tail. He doesn’t much 
like that, but tolerates it while 
munching on 
a Milk Bone.

He spends 
most of his 
days alone in 
the backyard, 
lying in his 
doghouse. His 
basic needs 
–  food, water 
and veterinary shots –  are met, 
but, this dog is lonely. I’m trying to 
make friends, but it’s not easy.

A dog needs human compan-
ionship. That’s part of the deal.

Dogs are not potted plants. 
Those who dump them in the 
backyard, where they stay all their 
lives, alone, should not own dogs.

Gus Kenworthy is not one of 
these people. He is a professional 
skier, and a very good one. He is 
good enough to win a silver medal 
at the Sochi Olympics.

He also has a soft heart. He has 
adopted five strays, four puppies 
and their mother. Then he delayed 
his departure from Sochi until 
arrangements could be made to fly 
them back to the U.S.A.

He is one of many westerners 
whose hearts have been melted 
by the Sochi strays and were 
disgusted by how the Russians 
shot and poisoned the dogs before 
the start of the Olympics.

I became one of his Twitter 
followers, one of 86,800, even 
though I really don’t follow skiing, 
or know who the top skiers are at 

ROUNDABOUT

Steering team volunteers for the 2014 BACH Roll ‘N Stroll met at the Brazos Mall to look over the children’s race track 
area with Brazos Mall personnel and The Dow Chemical Company. They gained special insight on the track from several 
current and/or former BACH kiddos! The March 1 event is open to the public and will include lots of fun for kids (regard-
less of ability), families, corporate and individual teams, and others.  All children competing in the BACH Fun Run 
portion of the BACH Roll ‘N Stroll will be first-place winners and receive trophies and T-shirts! (See story on page 13.)

Sochi
winners

Olympic silver medalist Gus 
Kenworthy was one of the first 

to call attention to the stray 
dogs of Sochi, Russia, who 

were poisoned and shot before 
the winter Olympics started. 
He adopted an entire family 

of puppies and the mom, 
and others are now making 

efforts to save the dogs. 
Shelters are being set 

up, and the dogs are 
being sterilized 

rather than 
killed.
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I’M SURE THEY’VE FORGOTTEN ME BY NOW: A Welsh burglar, who 
had a warrant out for his arrest, moved to Ireland to avoid the authorities, 
and remained there for seven years. He then quietly returned to Wales, 
where he fell in love, and entered a “Win a wedding” contest in a local 
newspaper, which printed a photograph of him. He was soon to learn that 
policemen often read the papers.

BETTER BUCKLE UP:  A woman, who was arrested for drunk driving 
in Bozeman, Mont., was also ticketed for a seatbelt violation because an 
unrestrained couple was having an affair in the back seat.

SEEMS LIKE THERE ARE COP CARS EVERYWHERE: Police pulled 
over in their police cruiser to arrest a drug suspect on a bicycle on a side-
walk in Cortland, N.Y., but he took off and biked across four lanes of traffic. 
He was caught when he crashed into another police cruiser, which was 
parked.

THE FAMILY CHRISTMAS PROMISES TO BE A BIT TENSE THIS 
YEAR: Shortly after a delivery driver dropped off a package on a porch 
in Muskogee, Okla., a man walked up and stole it. The homeowner had 
installed a surveillance camera, and posted a picture of the guy on Face-
book. The thief’s daughter saw it, and turned him in.

LICENSE? UH, NO: A man, facing charges of driving without a license 
in Snellville, Ga., drove to the courthouse for his date with justice. A police 
officer took note of this, and stopped the man as he tried to drive away after 
his hearing.

MOM, I HOPE YOU WON’T GET MAD AT ME: A man drove his mother to 
a bank in Flint, Mich., so that she could make a withdrawal. When she came 
out, he robbed her.

THEN, HE HAS TO STAND IN THE CORNER: A drunken wedding guest 
at a hotel in Sacramento stole a portrait of a nude woman that was hanging 
in the men’s room. The hotel’s general manager spotted the theft afterwards 
on a surveillance tape, located the guy, and called him up. The guy was 
so sorry at what he had done that the manager didn’t press charges, and 
instead made him write one line over and over: “I will not get drunk at a 
wedding and go steal the naked picture of a woman … over the urinal in the 
Citizen Hotel.”

WHEW! TIME FOR A SMOKE … KA-BOOM! A man was arrested for 
siphoning gasoline out of a car in an overnight parking lot in Millicent, Aus-
tralia, after he lit up a cigarette, touching off a blaze that consumed several 
vehicles. The thief was captured nearby with burns on his legs.

THAT’S SOME PRETTY FINE DETECTIVE WORK THERE, LOU: After 
an Akron, Ohio, business owner locked up for the night, a man robbed him 
at knife outside on the sidewalk. The victim then called the cops ,who caught 
the robber by following his footprints in the snow.

SOME PEOPLE JUST NEVER LEARN: A woman was arrested for drunk 
driving in Dayton, Ohio, while wearing a court-ordered ankle bracelet from a 
previous drunk driving arrest.

Free estate planning workshop March 12
CLA Estate Services is hosting a free Estate Planning Workshop Wednes-

day, March 12, 2014 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Lake Jackson Civic 
Center (333 Highway 332 East, Lake Jackson, TX 77566).

The workshop will provide valuable information for seniors on securing 
one’s estate and retirement planning.

Guests will receive a workbook and gain useful information they can act 
upon immediately regarding: pros and cons of wills and trusts; how to avoid 
probate; long term health care concerns; and tax reduction planning.

Please call 1-866-252-8721 to confirm attendance.  

DRIVERS WANTED
Owner Operators-Flatbed, Pipe 

Hauling. 80% of load, Top drivers 
avg. $6k/wk! Weekly Pay. 23yoa, 
2yrs exp, CDL-A. www.adamsii.com 
Adams Trucking: 800-525-6958 x3

Runaway camel injures man, charges motorists
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — A runaway 
camel injured a man and damaged a 
car in the city of Palmdale in northern 
Los Angeles County. Officials said 
the owner of the animal could face 
charges.

The daughter of the injured man 
said her father was hurt when the 
camel stomped him as he tried to 
corral the animal.

“My dad … tried to catch it, and it 
must have cornered him or some-
thing, and it took off after him, bit him 
on the head and knocked him down 
and stomped on him,” Skylar Dos-
senbach told Los Angeles’ KCBS-TV. 
“He crawled under something, and 
the camel tried to pull him out from 
under it.”

The L.A. County Department of 
Animal Care and Control said in 
a statement to KTLA-TV that the 
“alleged owner is known not to be 

permitted to have the camel. The 
camel will be held as evidence and 
will be in the care of the Lancaster 
shelter.”

A call reporting the camel, which 
broke loose about 8:38 a.m., came 
from a person in one of the cars that 
the animal charged, sheriff’s Deputy 
John Cereoli told the Los Angeles 
Times.

The camel was caught and penned 

up by about 9:15 a.m., Cereoli said.
Sheriff’s officials told KTLA 

that they would look into pursuing 
charges against the owner of the 
camel once he or she is found.

“It’s a little different than a horse, 
or any other livestock, due to it being 
an exotic animal,” county animal 
control Sgt. Chris Cirar told the sta-
tion. “They would be required to have 
a permit.”
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed notices, but do 

not accept faxed notices or notices sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert them here for publication.

    Dental hygiene history
Q.  Most of us probably take 

toothbrushes and toothpaste (oral 
dentifrice) pretty much for granted.  
But have you ever wondered when 
they got their start and what they 
were first made out of?

A.  Toothbrush #1 was likely a 
twig or finger but the first “real” 
toothbrush was by businessman 
William Addis in 1780, made of 
horsehair and bone, says Holly 

Oldfield in “The Secret Museum:  
Some Treasures Are Too Precious 
to Display.”  During World War I, 
troops were issued toothbrushes, 
and once they learned these were 
not for cleaning their boots, many 
took them home to show their 
families.  Soon the idea caught on, 
prices plummeted and everybody 
could afford one. (Some early ones 
were so expensive they were shared 
by the entire family.)

The first toothpaste was made out 
of ox hooves, myrrh, eggshells or 
pumice mixed together and rubbed 
on with a finger.  Early dentifrice 
– French for toothpaste – came in a 
round block that users just scraped 
with a toothbrush; dentifrice usually 
was flavorless, but Queen Victoria, 
fascinated with teeth, liked hers 
cherry flavored.  “Dr. Sheffield’s 
Creme Dentifrice” became the first 
to appear in tubes in 1892.  “When 
Dr. Sheffield’s son was studying in 
Paris, he watched artists painting 
with tubes of paint and had the flash 
of inspiration...”  

        Fruit or Vegetable?
Q.  What did the U.S. Supreme 

Court have to say about the next 
fruit you’ll be eating?

A.  That it won’t be a tomato 
because by a 1893 ruling, toma-
toes are vegetables, say Amanda 
Green and Matt Soniak in “Mental 

Floss” magazine.  When Congress 
instituted a 10% tariff on vegetable 
imports in 1883, produce merchants 
were peeved. One New York family, 
particularly enraged over taxes on 
a shipment of tomatoes, initiated 
a lawsuit that ended up before the 
Supreme Court. It ruled against 
the family, concluding that while 
tomatoes are technically fruits, they 
are served more at dinner than as 
dessert, like other fruits.  

The message was clear. Legally 
tomatoes are vegetables – a 
designation that drives botanists 
crazy.  “But this decision isn’t going 
anywhere:  The best we can hope 
for is that everyone handles the situ-
ation as gracefully as Arkansas has.  
The south Arkansas vine ripe pink 
tomato is both the state’s official fruit 
and official vegetable.”

              Paindrops
Q.  “Paindrops keep falling on 

your head...”  What’s “New Scientist” 
magazine up to with a headline like 
that?

A.  Both the size and the falling 
speed of a given raindrop will affect 
the pain it inflicts, wrote science 
teacher David Muir of Edinburgh, 
UK.  In practice, drops bigger than 
about 5 millimeters (mm) break 
apart due to air resistance; a 5-
mm-diameter drop reaches terminal 
velocity of around 9 meters per 
second, depending on temperature 
and humidity.  This means that, 
beyond a certain point, the height 
from which a drop falls has no bear-
ing on the pain it can impart.

Muir found that a 4-mm-diameter 
drop falling two floors into a puddle 
produces a splash or “bounce” of 
about 50 mm, from four floors about 
150 mm, and six floors just over 200 
mm--this last not surprising since 
drops probably reach terminal veloc-
ity after falling about five floors.  

“Our experiments show that a 
drop 4 mm in diameter falling six 
floors onto skin feels like being hit 
by grains of rice from a few meters 
away; 5-mm drops have slightly 
greater terminal velocity but are 
almost twice as heavy.  This means 
they have about twice as much 
energy and are mildly painful when 
falling onto skin from six floors up.

“Thanks to bald colleagues for 
their assistance.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Debt Adviser: What to do when the debt collector calls and threatens to garnish your wages
By Steve Bucci
Bankrate.com (MCT)

QUESTION: Recently, a collector 
called me about an unpaid debt from 
2002. She threatened to garnish my 
husband’s wages by 25 percent and 
“1099” us when we file our taxes. She 
said we could settle by paying $1,500 
immediately. I’m very concerned. 
This debt predated our marriage, so it 
should only belong to me. Thank you 
for any help you can offer.

—Ericka
ANSWER: The collector is way off 

base. A few choice words from you 

should send her packing and keep 
your past in the past.

First, it appears that you are being 
contacted by an agency that special-
izes in buying and collecting old debt. 
The debt is purchased for pennies on 
the dollar, so any amount that is col-
lected is typically a win for the com-
pany. Sometimes these companies 
will use scare tactics in attempting to 
collect. And equally often they lack 
detailed documentation of the debt 
because it’s been sold and resold 
many times over time. The Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act says that a 

debt isn’t collectible without written 
validation of the debt. If you ask for 
that validation, and the debt collec-
tor doesn’t have it, then she must go 
away.

The 1099 form threat is a hollow 
one, too. A 1099 form is a tax form 
that is issued when a debt is forgiven. 
For example, if you settle a $5,000 
debt for $2,500, the creditor can 
issue a 1099 for the amount forgiven: 
$2,500. The amount on the 1099 
form is considered income by the 
IRS, and you must pay income taxes 
on the amount.

Debt collectors normally don’t for-
give debts. They usually resell them 
at a discount. Threatening to issue a 
1099 instead of turning a small profit 
gets the collector nothing and doesn’t 
make much sense.

As for garnishing your husband’s 
wages, you can forget about it. You 
weren’t married when the debt was 
incurred, so he is in no way responsi-
ble. His wages cannot be garnished.

I recommend that you either ignore 
the phone calls from the collector or 
explain to the next person who calls 
that you are aware of your rights 
under the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act. Tell the collector that you 
will not be discussing the debt until 
you receive written validation.

If they try to bring you into court 
for this debt, I suggest you see an 
attorney who is familiar with your 
state’s statute of limitations laws. My 
bet is that this one is over the limit, 
so if they attempt to sue, you may be 

able to countersue and force them to 
pay you.

By the way, if you want to calcu-
late the real cost of your debt, check 
out one of Bankrate.com’s calcula-
tors.

Good luck!
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having an inactive lifestyle, or having a family history of vascular disease such 
as PAD, aneurysm, heart attack or stroke.

During the PAD screening, an ankle brachial index (ABI) test is used to 
detect PAD.  This quick, simple and painless test compares the blood pressure 
in the legs to the blood pressure in the arms to determine how well the blood 
is flowing and if there is a need for additional tests. Dr. Sasi Yallampalli, a new 
interventional radiologist at BRHS, will review each patient’s results after the 
screening.

 Please call (979) 285-1822 to reserve your spot.

(Continued frm Page 1)
BRHS offers free PAD screenings Feb. 27

BASF Corp. has partnered with Brazosport College to provide job training 
using a $510,834 Skills Development Fund grant from the Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC).

The grant will be used to custom train 303 new and incumbent workers 
to assume new technical roles, increase workplace safety skills, and gain 
professional development and computer skills as the company expands 
existing operations and prepares for the opening of a new site in Freeport.

Those trained will include chemical operators, engineers and technicians. 
Upon completion of training, the workers will earn an average hourly wage 
of $35.59.

“Skills grants deliver customized training solutions that help Texas 
employers and workers succeed in the marketplace,” said TWC Chairman 
Andres Alcantar. “This investment builds not only employee skills, but the 
capabilities of our community colleges to the benefit of employers and the 
community. We are pleased to make this investment.”

BASF Corp. partners with Brazosport 
College for $510,834 job-training grant 

When is fat a heart risk? Scientists re-evaluate its role in your health
By Anna Kuchment
The Dallas Morning News (MCT)

DALLAS — When you think about 
body fat, you probably imagine a pil-
lowy, inert substance about as active 
as the couch potatoes who tend to 
accumulate it.

In fact, fat has a secret life. 
Recent studies have shown that 
it can communicate with the heart 
and influence the organs around it. 
It produces chemicals that regulate 
hunger and cause heart disease and 
diabetes. It can also be protective, 
expanding like a sponge to mop up 
excess fat so it doesn’t build up in 
more dangerous places like the heart 
and liver.

“We used to think of fat as being 
just a dead tissue, and now we 
know that it actually is alive, it’s 
breathing, it’s dynamic,” says Dr. 
Deborah Clegg, a nutritionist and 
researcher at the University of Texas 

Southwestern Medical Center. These 
findings are among many that are 
turning the understanding of obesity 
on its head. Doctors are learning, for 
example, that it’s not how much fat 
you have but where you store it that 
affects your risk of developing heart 
disease, diabetes and stroke. “It may 
not be about weight loss but about 
losing the right type of fat,” says 
Dr. James de Lemos, professor of 
medicine and cardiology at the Uni-
versity of Texas Southwestern. Such 
findings are helping make traditional 
measures of obesity, such as BMI, or 
the body mass index, obsolete. BMI 
is based on one’s height and weight. 
In 1997 the World Health Organiza-
tion defined obesity as a BMI greater 
than 30. But BMI does not distin-
guish between fat and muscles, nor 
does it take into account where fat 
in the body is stored, which research 
is showing to be far more important 

than one’s  size. Researchers have 
long known that pear-shaped people 
— Beyoncé types with slim waists 
and fuller hips and thighs — have 
a lower than average risk of heart 
attack and stroke. Apple-shaped folks 
who store fat in their bellies have 
a higher-than-average risk. Dr. Ian 
Neeland, a fellow in cardiovascular 
medicine at Southwestern, reported 
that not all apple-shaped individuals 
are alike. An apple shape can be 
caused by two different kinds of fat 
— subcutaneous fat that is stored just 
beneath the skin, and visceral fat, an 
internal layer that coats body organs. 
Neeland and his team followed 
972 obese Dallas County, Texas, 
residents over eight years and found 
that those who store most of their 
fat just beneath the skin were not at 
increased risk for heart disease, no 
matter how much they weighed or 
how broad their waistlines.
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William H. Barnes, FACHE, chief 
executive officer of Sweeny Commu-
nity Hospital, has received the Texas 
Hospital Association’s 2013 Pioneer 
Award in recognition of his creative 
and innovative leadership of a rural 
hospital. The award was presented 
Feb. 13 at the THA 2014 Annual Con-
ference and Expo in San Antonio.

Barnes joined Sweeny Community 
Hospital in 2007 and made improv-
ing employee morale a top priority. 
Barnes’ leadership ethos of focusing 
on partnership and commitment and 
recognizing that the smallest actions 
often have the biggest returns has 
resulted in much-deserved success. 

During Barnes’ tenure, employee 
turnover has decreased from 41 
percent to 13 percent, and employee 
morale is at an all-time high.

Establishing Sweeny as a desir-
able place to work also served 
Barnes’ physician recruitment efforts. 
Thanks to Barnes’ leadership, 
Sweeny residents now have access 
to physicians specializing in nephrol-
ogy, internal medicine, ophthalmol-
ogy, pain management, gynecology, 
pulmonology, gastroenterology and 
surgery. Barnes also recruited two 
family practice physicians and one 
internal medicine physician to the 
hospital.

A U.S. Navy veteran, Barnes 
believes that being part of a team is 
instrumental to success. He attributes 
the hospital’s success to engaging 
every employee and making sure the 
local taxpayers understand how their 
money is being spent at the hospital. 
“I think my greatest achievement is 
making sure the community knows 
that Sweeny Community Hospital is a 
quality health care organization and 
that we are here to serve them,” he 
said.

Sweeny’s motto is “You’ll Know We 
Care.” Barnes puts these words into 
action every day with his leadership, 
professionalism and cheerful heart.

Left to right: Gary Brock, Chairman Texas Hospital Association, PT Brunner, Sweeny Community Hospital Board Direc-
tor, Bill Barnes, Sweeny Community Hospital CEO ( holding Pioneer Award), Doug Dunham, Sweeny Community Hospital 
Board Director, Sherri Pierce, Sweeny Community Hospital Director of Nursing (holding 50 year membership award), 
Ted Shaw, CEO Texas Hospital Association. Also in attendance at the conference were representatives from Brazosport 
Regional Health System:  Dr Roland Prezas, Joan Bell, Al Guevara and Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh.

Sweeny Hospital’s CEO Barnes receives THA’s Pioneeer Award
The Lung Cancer Screening Program at Memorial Hermann Southwest 

Hospital helps individuals who are at high risk for lung cancer receive a 
diagnosis and treatment plan at an early stage when the disease is more 
treatable and curable.

 “After two decades of research and advocacy, the United States Preven-
tive Services Task Force recently issued its final recommendation approving 
screening for those at risk for lung cancer,” said John Rea, M.D., a cardiotho-
racic and vascular surgeon at Memorial Hermann Southwest. “This recom-
mendation sets the stage for both public and private insurance coverage of 
lung cancer screening and is expected to save tens of thousands of lives.”

Individuals who are interested in a lung screening should talk with their 
primary care physician or call Memorial Hermann Southwest at (713) 456-
4028, or visit memorialhermann.org/southwestlung.

Lung cancer typically does not cause symptoms in its early stages. The 
cancer is often advanced when symptoms do occur. Symptoms such as 
persistent cough, coughing up blood, wheezing or shortness of breath, recur-
rent pneumonia or bronchitis, chest pain, hoarseness, weight loss and loss 
of appetite, bloody or rust-colored spit or phlegm, and fever without a known 
cause may also be signs of many other lung problems.

Up to 90 percent of all lung cancers are thought to result from smoking. 
In addition to cigarette smoking, daily cigar smoking greatly increases risk. 
Nonsmokers who are frequently exposed to secondhand smoke also face 
an increased risk. Other risk factors include exposure to asbestos, radon, or 
ionizing radiation; lung scarring from chronic infections; and family history of 
lung cancer.

Unfortunately, lung cancer is difficult to detect in its earliest stages and 
often is not discovered until it has spread to other tissues or organs.

Smokers may benefit from lung cancer screening
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Chronic pain requires us to ask what God wants 
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve been in constant pain the last two years because of some back 
surgery that didn’t work. Now I’m afraid I’ve gotten hooked on painkillers. I 
get prescriptions from several doctors who don’t know I’m getting them from 
the others. I know that’s wrong, but I can’t stand the pain. Why doesn’t God 
take it away? - M.W.

A: You know what you want God to do: You want Him to take away your 
pain. But have you ever asked yourself what He wants you to do?

I’m not a doctor, of course, but I can tell you two things that God wants you 
to do. First, He wants you to stop getting drugs illegally (for that’s what you’re 
doing by concealing your true situation from these doctors). Not only are you 
jeopardizing your health and perhaps even risking arrest, but you may be 
endangering the professional status of your doctors. As I understand, most 
states have strict laws about such matters.

But God also wants you to get the best medical advice you possibly can for 
your problem (perhaps including a second opinion or advice from a special-
ized pain clinic). Concealing the seriousness of your problem from your 
doctor is not only unwise, but it could also greatly harm you.

The most important thing I can tell you, however, is that God loves you, 
and even if pain almost overwhelms you at times, God is still with you and 
wants to help you. By faith, invite Christ to come into your life, and then thank 
Him every day that nothing - not even your pain - “will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). And 
someday you’ll go to be with Him in Heaven, where pain will be no more.

The Resonance Brass Choir, an ensemble comprised of university profes-
sors and top performing artists from across Texas, will be performing at The 
Clarion at Brazosport College at 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 28. The performance 
is free to the public.

The Resonance Brass Choir is a 10-piece brass ensemble in the tradition 
of the great Philip Jones Brass. The ensemble performs under the artistic 
direction of renowned conductor Stefan Sanders and presents diverse pro-
grams featuring music ranging from classical standards to popular styles. 

 The members of Resonance have performed in top orchestras and cham-
ber groups across North America, and bring their experience and expertise 
directly to the next generation of brass performers through dynamic and 
innovative teaching. The mission of Resonance is to promote and dissemi-
nate the highest levels of brasswind artistry through both performance and 
music education.

 Works in the program range from the high energy, percussive “El Congo 
Valiente” and “Los Suerte De Los Tontos” from Kenton’s Cuban Fire album, 
to the traditional English brass band favorite, “Moorside Suite,” by Gustav 
Holist, to a cinematic overture by pop icon Bjork.

 For more information, including a list of the musicians in the Resonance 
Brass Choir, visit www.resonancebrass.org.  

Resonance Brass Choir at the Clarion

Two Brazosport College students 
were recently chosen to participate in 
a program that is aimed at assisting 
student success across the nation.

BC students Natalie Wood and 
Lanie Smircic were two of only eight 
students throughout the nation 
picked to be part of the Research and 
Respondent Team at the DREAM 
2014 conference in Orlando, Florida. 
Brazosport College was the only 
school with two participants making 
the cut.

“It is an extreme honor to have two 
students from Brazosport College 
selected to serve on the Research 
and Respondent Team at DREAM 
2014,” said Kelli Forde, Brazosport 
College Student Life Coordinator. “As 
a Leader College within Achieving the 
Dream, Brazosport College has dem-
onstrated a commitment to enhanc-
ing student success, and this honor 
represents our continued efforts to 
achieve this goal.  Natalie and Lanie 
are excellent student leaders, and I 
am confident they will represent BC 
well.”

The team is sponsored by the 
National Society for Collegiate 
Scholars, and selected students 
were chosen from institutions actively 
participating in the Achieve the Dream 
program.   

As a member of the Research and 
Respondent Team, Wood and Smircic 
will travel to Florida and participate 
in a series of discussions aimed at 
helping to improve college student 
success and retention rates, among 
other important issues.

“This is such a huge honor,” Smir-
cic said of being chosen for the team. 
“For us to be two out of eight people 
chosen across the country is over-
whelming. We not only get to attend 
this conference, but we will be doing 
research. It’s exciting to know that 
we will be bringing back information 
to Brazosport College that can help 
increase student success rates.”

In order to be selected for the 
team, Wood and Smircic had to write 
essays on specified topics. Wood 
wrote about equity, as well as state 
and national policy, while Smircic 
penned an essay on building internal 
leadership.

The DREAM 2014 conference is 
being held Feb. 24 through Feb. 27.

Two BC students 
named on national 
research team 

BC students Natalie Wood and Lanie Smircic.
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Television’s new era goes 60” and wall-mounted, leaving ‘vast wasteland’ behind
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

The passing of Sid Caesar, a 
comedic genius if ever such a 
term could be used without fear of 
hyperbole, reminds us that television 
once had what its fans considered a 
Golden Age. 

The very name of Caesar’s 
early-fifties landmark, “Your Show of 
Shows,” exemplified a time when the 
medium flourished and entire genres 
were being invented. More than half 
a century later, we are witnessing 
- on 60-inch, wall-mounted screens, 
no less - television’s second Golden 
Age. 

Not since TV’s first gilded era 
have there been so many compelling 
viewing options and breakthrough for-
mats. Delivery systems are expand-
ing and viewing patterns shifting, but 
at the root of change in the medium 
is a welcome message: there’s more 
worthwhile content than ever before. 

It’s always best to evaluate TV 
based on strengths rather than weak-
nesses. After all, even during the first 
Golden Age, the FCC chief Newton 
Minow famously described television 
as a “vast wasteland.” Today there 
is an even greater volume of waste 
across the dial, much of it more toxic 
than anything Minow had sampled. 
Yet, the current riches are remark-
able. 

Sunday night, for example, has 
become so crowded with compelling 
shows that viewers are frequently 
torn between what to watch “live” 
and what to catch later via DVR. 
This month, a tribute to the Beatles 
on CBS, the blockbuster drama 
“The Walking Dead” on AMC, and 
the night’s runaway winner, Winter 
Olympics coverage on NBC, each 
drew monster ratings. Other Sundays 
in the year routinely feature such 
gems as CBS’s shrewd legal drama 
“The Good Wife,” Showtime’s CIA 
thriller “Homeland,” HBO’s cutting 
edge comedy “Girls,” and PBS’s 
acclaimed period drama “Downton 
Abbey,” among numerous other qual-
ity choices. 

During a fallow period several 

decades back, when viewers had far 
fewer compelling options, a savvy 
program executive named Paul Klein 
authored his Theory of Least Objec-
tionable Programming, or “LOP.” 
Klein believed that so much TV fare 
was downright awful that viewers 
would gravitate to shows that were 
tolerably banal. Setting the bar low, in 
non-threatening formats, was key. 

That no longer works in a market 

stuffed with delivery options, where 
consumers are empowered with the 
convenience of time-shift viewing. 
The treats are so tempting that an 
entirely new programming strategy, 
aimed at so-called “binge viewers,” 
has taken hold. A notable example, 
the political drama “House of Cards,” 
began its second “season” this 
month, with the simultaneous release 
by Netflix of 13 new episodes. 

This Golden Age is a perfect storm. 
Technology has brought big screens, 
high definition, Internet options - even 
commercial-skipping DVRs - into 
the average home, at a time when 
staying home is a pleasing thought 
for many Americans. Meanwhile, 
programmers are reaping the benefits 
of what has finally become a truly 
global market. 

Whereas U.S. television produc-
ers were once almost exclusively 
program exporters, nowadays the 
rest of the world tests and then sup-
plies many of our most successful 
shows. “Downton Abbey” and “House 
of Cards” are from Britain; “Home-
land” is from Israel, and even ABC’s 
acclaimed competition series for 
entrepreneurs, “Shark Tank,” comes 
from Japan. 

Yet, for all these riches, almost 
every aspect of the television busi-
ness is in flux if not total turmoil. The 
announcement that Comcast will 
spend $45 billion to buy Time Warner 
Cable is but the latest seismic shift 
in the video landscape. Comcast is 
already the nation’s largest provider 

of home phone service, Internet 
connections and cable TV. It owns 
many of the program channels that 
it distributes. Smaller programmers 
might reasonably fear the centraliza-
tion of such power in a single mega 
supplier.

Even the very definition of 
“television” is due for revision. Is TV 
anything we watch on a screen? Is 
it a 14-minute online installment of 
Jerry Seinfeld’s “Comedians in Cars 
Getting Coffee”? Is it a viral YouTube 
clip of someone’s cat chasing the 
mailman? Is it cellphone video of the 
school soccer match? It’s all that and 
more.

For the moment, viewers are 
reaping the rewards of television’s 
new era. As long as programmers 
continue to believe that the best way 
to profit in a crowded marketplace is 
by investing in quality content, the 
age will retain its luster. 

Peter Funt’s book, “Cau-
tiously Optimistic,” is avail-
able at Amazon.com and 
CandidCamera.com.©2014 Peter 
Funt. 
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The Teflon president in a swimsuit? New Reagan statue planned
By Ted Gregory
Chicago Tribune (MCT)

DIXON, Ill. — Decades before he 
became known as the Teflon president 
and the Great Communicator, Ronald 
Reagan was a hunk in trunks.

For seven summers on the banks 
of the Rock River, north of Reagan’s 
boyhood hometown of Dixon, Ill., the 
young man who became president 

monitored the beach at Lowell Park. 
Locals say more than a few women 
faked peril in the water so that the 
strapping, handsome fellow who 
sometimes parted his hair down the 
center would whisk them to safety.

“There are a lot of people who’ll 
come to town for a Reagan visit and 
the first thing they ask is, ‘Where is 
Lowell Park?’ ” Dixon Mayor Jim Burke 

said. “Then they’ll ask, ‘Where is the 
boyhood home?’ ”

Which is why Burke is leading a 
$200,000 privately funded effort to 
place what some might consider a 
slightly unpresidential sculpture of 
Reagan on the northern banks of 
the Rock River in Lowell Park. The 
sculpture of young Ron shows him in 
a one-piece tank top swimsuit that was 

ubiquitous in that era.
“We talked about it,” Burke said, 

referring to a discussion among 
sculpture advocates about whether a 
depiction of Reagan in swimwear was 
undignified. “But everybody agreed 
that the statue is of him as a young 
man, when he was parting his hair 
down the middle. … I think if Reagan 
was alive, he’d approve of it because 
of that spot being such a big part of 
his life.”

The city of Dixon reports that 
Reagan saved 77 lives while guard-
ing the beach, although the number 
of purported rescues ballooned into 
the hundreds as his political career 
ascended.

The job provided him with $200 per 
summer for college expenses, city 
historical records show.

Burke and others note that Reagan, 
on a presidential visit, ordered Air 
Force One to circle Lowell Park to see 
what had changed since his lifeguard-
ing days.

During the summers, the park was 
central to his life, Burke said. “He had 

his home, church, school and Lowell 
Park.”

Dixon, a town of about 16,000, is 
102 miles west of Chicago along the 
Ronald Reagan Memorial Highway 
(Interstate 88). It is known as the Petu-
nia Capital of Illinois, and volunteers 
every year plant more than 30,000 of 
the pink flowers along main streets.

More recently Dixon garnered noto-
riety through its former comptroller, 
Rita Crundwell, who stole nearly $54 
million over two decades before being 
detected and sentenced last year to 19 
1/2 years in prison.

But Dixon is perhaps best known 
as the place where Reagan lived from 
age 9 until he was 22. It already has 
two Reagan statues: one at his boy-
hood home on Hennepin Avenue and 
another, also along the Rock River, 
depicting young Reagan on horseback.

Both are popular attractions. That 
popularity and visitors’ curiosity about 
Lowell Park and its significant role in 
Reagan’s youth led to years of discus-
sion about placing a statue in the 
240-acre park, Burke said.
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Microsoft hoping users will get friends, family to leave Windows XP before April 8 cutoff
By Salvador Rodriguez
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Microsoft plans to end support for 
Windows XP on April 8, but there 
are still many users whose com-
puters run the outdated software. 
That’s why the company has asked 
tech-savvy users to encourage their 
friends to upgrade their computers or 
buy new ones.

In a recent blog post, the Red-
mond, Wash., company said readers 
of its Windows blog are likely running 

a more modern version of the operat-
ing system, but their friends and 
family may not be.

“We need your help spreading the 
word to ensure people are safe and 
secure on modern up-to-date PCs,” 
Microsoft said in its blog.

Microsoft will no longer run tech 
support for users of the 12-year-
old Windows XP software or issue 
updates that protect the operating 
system from viruses after April 8. 
The problem is many users still run 

Windows XP and either don’t want 
to upgrade their machines or don’t 
know that they need to.

In the post, Microsoft said tech-
savvy users should encourage their 
friends to check and see if their 
computers are capable of upgrading 
to Windows 8.1, the latest version 
of the computer software. Users can 
run the Windows Upgrade Assistant 
to see if their machine can upgrade 
to Windows 8.1, the company said.

But Microsoft is also quick to point 

out that users who upgrade their 
machines will not be able to keep 
any files, settings or applications. 
They’ll have to back up their files. 
Instead, the company suggests that 
users simply get a new PC.

“The easiest path to Windows 8.1 
is with new devices,” Microsoft said.

The company does not men-
tion that users can also upgrade to 
Windows 7, which is an older version 
of the software but one that is still 
supported by the company. Users 
whose computers can’t run Win-
dows 8.1 may be able to upgrade to 
Windows 7.
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Countywide, people are gearing 
up and forming teams to participate 
in the 2014 BACH Roll ‘N Stroll.

Individuals, companies, families, 
church groups, civic organizations, 
volunteers and supporters will 
join in the festivities and celebrate 
the achievements of a bunch of 
“special” kids.

There is still time to form a 
Team, which can be comprised 
of a minimum of two people, your 
family, company, group or the 
entire neighborhood.

Prizes will be given to the team 
with the most spirit, the team which 
raised the most money, the indi-
vidual who raised the most money, 
and the best dressed child.

Incremental prizes are available 
to individuals who choose to raise 
funds for the BACH fundraiser. All 
money raised at any BACH event 
stays in Brazoria County.

The event, which involved about 
500 people last year, is scheduled 
for March 1 at the Brazos Mall in 
Lake Jackson. The Danbury High 
School Band, clowns, and other 
sparkling personalities will be on 

hand to entertain the children, 
young and old alike.

The event begins with a spirited 
and leisurely stroll around the 
inside of the Brazos Mall and then 
moves to the heart of the event, 
the BACH Children’s Fun Run.

Current and former BACH clients 
take part in a non-competitive race 
and event sponsors present each 
child with first place medals. 

BACH – Brazoria County Asso-
ciation for Citizens with Handicaps 
- has been providing much-needed 
educational and therapeutic 
services to the citizens of Brazoria 
County for 41 years. 

BACH is a non-profit, 501c(3) 
organization which is supported 
in part by a grant from the Depart-
ment of Assistive and Rehabilita-
tive Services, (DARS), Division of 
Early Childhood Intervention (ECI).

Although DARS provides nearly 
48% of funding for BACH’s ECI 
Program, in order to receive that 
funding, BACH must raise match-
ing funds.

  BACH’s three annual fundrais-
ers help to support that match 

for the ECI Program and help to 
fund BACH’s Support Service 
Program. In fiscal year 2013, 
BACH provided services to more 
than 1200 children – age birth to 
12 years old - in Brazoria County. 

Companies and individuals are 
invited to sponsor the event at the 
$100, $300, $500, or higher levels.  
Sponsors will have their names 
printed on the five-color event 

T-shirts, BACH website, Facebook 
Page, and displayed on stage on 
event day.  

Anyone interested in carrying 
an envelope, forming a team or 
sponsoring the 2014 BACH Roll 
‘N Stroll is encouraged to contact 
Jenna Ford, BACH Roll ‘N Stroll 
2013 Volunteer Chairperson at 
(979) 236-9397 for more informa-
tion.  

For more information on BACH 
(Brazoria County Association for 
Citizens with Handicaps), the ECI 
– Early Childhood Intervention 
- Program, or the BACH Roll ‘N 
Stroll Event, please contact KC 
Strate, Director of Development 
or Tracee Tollett, Development 
Assistant at (979) 849-2447 or 
(877) 714-1766 toll-free or visit our 
website at www.bacheci.org.

Mark your calendar for March 1, and join the fun at the 2014 Bach Roll ‘n Stroll event
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By Bill Hanna
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (MCT)

MEGARGEL, Texas — When 
Debbie Wells purchased the Megar-
gel High School campus in 2009, she 
didn’t realize she was becoming the 
caretaker for so much of the town’s 
history.

Still inside the school that opened 
in 1927 are desks, yearbooks and 
old photos of students. Near the 
front entrance, the Megargel school 
board’s last agenda is still posted 
from June 2006; it includes the item 
to consolidate with the Olney school 
district.

Next door, the gymnasium that 
opened in 1950 still has its score-
board and a few basketballs strewn 
across the dusty hardwood court. 
Outside, the goal posts to the old 
six-man football field are in still place, 
surrounded by weeds.

“It was like there was a fire drill 
and everybody left and never came 
back,” said Wells, who lives with her 
family in the former agriculture build-
ing behind the school.

For Megargel, population 203 
— on Texas 114, about 110 miles 
northwest of Fort Worth — the former 
high school campus may be the most 
visible sign of a town fading away, 
but it’s far from the only one.

Downtown is virtually empty, lit-
tered with crumbling and abandoned 
buildings and outdated gas stations. 
Many houses are vacant, and of the 
town’s 200 water meters, only 130 
are active.

And like many small Texas towns 
hit by the prolonged drought, Megar-
gel is struggling with its water supply.

Since last March, Megargel has 
been in Stage 3 water restrictions, 
which includes a ban on outdoor 
watering. The Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality considers it to 
have a 90-day supply of water, but 
city officials say the town lake — the 
sole of source of water — has held 
steady in recent months.

Town officials have had discus-
sions with Baylor Water Supply 
Corp in Seymour about building an 
emergency water line to supply the 
town in case its lake runs dry.

Even if the water situation 
improves, city leaders worry about 
the town’s survival.

“Unless something changes, 
I can’t see any reason it won’t 

completely disappear,” said Jerry 
Goodwin, who has been a city coun-
cilman since 2009. “We’ve talked 
about it, and most of the people are 
like me, they just don’t see anything 
that could keep us going for very 
much longer.”

Despite Goodwin’s fears of Megar-
gel’s demise, it is rare for small Texas 
towns to vanish, said Rice University 
professor Steve Murdock, a former 
director of the U.S. Census Bureau 
and the former state demographer 
for the state of Texas.

“Not very many places totally dis-

appear off the map, but that part of 
Texas has struggled with population 
growth for decades,” Murdock said

Despite the booming population 
gains in Texas, 96 Texas counties 
lost population from 2000 to 2012.

“It is a concern, but it is a concern 
they share with the Great Plains, 
which has been experiencing these 
issues for 100 years,” Murdock said. 
“Many have lost population. Many 
have struggled. They may be a 
shadow of their former selves, but 
they are still there.”

Murdock, who is a rural sociolo-
gist, said residents are right to worry 
about the loss of the school district. 
Any time a town loses its school 
system, it can be a crippling blow.

“I would be worried about viability,” 
Murdock said. “I think for rural areas 
losing schools is a big thing. It’s 

where a community often gets its 
identity. If you look at the history of 
the Great Plains, the areas that lost 
schools had an even more difficult 
time.”

Megargel’s identity was linked to 
high school basketball, which was 
treated as a year-round sport. Its 
boys team advanced to the Class B 
final four during the 1974-75 season 
before losing in the state semifinals.

Schools, along with retail busi-
nesses and access to health care, 
are essential to having a viable rural 
town, said Billy Phillips, director of 

Texas Tech’s F. Marie Hall Institute 
for Rural and Community Health, 
which works with 108 West Texas 
counties, including Archer County.

“It is very hard to attract busi-
nesses without some kind of health 
care facilities,” Phillips said. “A lot of 
industries have insurance require-
ments that won’t let them set up shop 
a certain number of miles from a 
hospital or health care facility.”

Many West Texas hospitals are 
surviving on “razor-thin margins” that 
put other towns in peril if they close, 
Phillips said. In Megargel, the closest 
hospital is in Olney, 11 miles away.

For most of its existence, Megar-
gel has been a small town.

It began as a railroad town in 
1910, named after Roy C. Megargel, 
president of the Gulf and Western 
Railroad. By 1927, Megargel had 

grown to a population of more than 
1,200 and boasted that it had one of 
the first high school bands in Texas. 
Since then, the town’s population has 
been on a steady decline.

The railroad was abandoned in 
1943. The population decreased 
to 347 by 1950. Forty years later, it 
was down to 244, according to the 
Handbook of Texas. From to 2000 to 
2010, its population dropped further 
from 248 to 203, according to the 
U.S. Census.

Losing 40 residents in a decade 
may not seem like much, but it is 

a concern to Megargel residents. 
Some believe the consolidation of 
the school district had led to some of 
those losses.

“There’s just not much here for 
people under the age of 20 anymore 
or for new families,” said Mayor Kelly 
DeSautel. “When we lost the school, 
there was nothing really here for the 
children. It’s kind of hard to attract 
families when you’ve got to bus your 
kids 10 or 20 miles for school. And 
it’s harder for parents to go to their 
kid’s events if they’re all in another 
town.”

DeSautel knows firsthand; he has 
a 16-year-old daughter who goes 
to Olney High School. Most of her 
friends are in Olney, and that’s where 
most of her activities take place.

In order to turn the town around, 
DeSautel said the city must find a 

way to address its water problems 
and attract new businesses.

“We need to start cleaning up the 
town, but right now water is our big-
gest issue,” DeSautel said.

There is also the concern that the 
town’s other piece of identity, the 
post office, will become a diminished 
presence. Sometime this year, it is 
expected to have its hours reduced 
from eight to four hours a day. When 
the reduced hours will take effect 
isn’t clear.

All of these factors have led to a 
sense of pessimism.

The loss of the Megargel school 
still stings, but city councilman 
Lawrence Smith, who was a former 
school board member, said consoli-
dating was best for the students.

“Here you were going to get the 
basics — reading, writing and arith-
metic — and little else,” Smith said. 
“We just couldn’t compete with what 
they could offer. It was really better 
for the kids.”

Though its downtown has been 
bypassed Texas 114, Megargel still 
has a few businesses. Team Pride, 
an aluminum manufacturing com-
pany, is located on the edge of town. 
There’s still a feed store, McCarson 
Feed and Grain, a convenience store 
and the Megargel Cafe.

“We’re trying to pull traffic from 
surrounding towns,” said the cafe’s 
manager, Tracey Knezek. “If we can 
do that, we’ll survive.”

But, Knezek said, the number 
of customers during the week is 
often dictated by events nearby, like 
hunters passing through town or 
cowboys working on a nearby ranch. 
She was expecting to be busy one 
day last week because a funeral was 
scheduled in town.

“You would be surprised by what a 
funeral can do for business,” Knezek 
said.

With little to do in town, the mayor 
said petty crime has been a problem. 
There are some who get involved in 
drugs and alcohol, and sometimes it 
isn’t reported, DeSautel said.

“It’s very difficult to live in that area 
and be in law enforcement,” said 
Simon Dwyer, chief deputy for the 
Archer County Sheriff’s Office. “A 
constable’s position would pay very 
little. It would have to be someone 
who was working part-time with 
another job or retired.”

Texas town fading away, and officials don’t see how they can stop it
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Look for us on 
Facebook

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are at 
Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. 
Why not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care? 
Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the 
pet population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill 
out an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Feb. 24: ON THIS DATE in 1917, 
the Russian Revolution broke out. 
In 1981, Britain’s Prince Charles 
announced his engagement to Lady 
Diana Spencer.

Feb. 25: ON THIS DATE in 1964, 
boxer Cassius Clay, a 7-to-1 underdog, 
beat champion Sonny Liston on a tech-
nical knockout in the seventh round to 
win the world heavyweight title. 

Feb. 26: ON THIS DATE in 1815, 
Napoleon Bonaparte escaped from 
the Island of Elba to begin his second 
conquest of France. In 1993, a bomb 
built by Islamic extremists exploded 
in the parking garage of New York’s 
World Trade Center, killing six people 
and injuring more than 1,000.

Feb. 27: ON THIS DATE in 1922, 
the Supreme Court upheld the 19th 
Amendment, which guaranteed the 
right of women to vote. In 1997, 
divorce was legalized in Ireland.

Feb. 28: ON THIS DATE in 1646, a 
man named Roger Scott went on trial 
for sleeping in church. In 1692, the 
Salem witch trials began. In 1993, a 
gun battle erupted near Waco, Texas, 
when Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms agents tried to serve warrants 
on the Branch Davidians. Four agents 
and six cultists were killed as a 51-day 
standoff began.

March 1: ON THIS DATE in 1932, 
the infant son of Charles and Anne 
Lindbergh was kidnapped from their 
home near Hopewell, N.J. In 1954, 
Puerto Rican nationalists opened fire 
from the gallery of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, wounding five 
congressmen.

March 2: ON THIS DATE in 1836, 
Texas declared its independence from 
Mexico. In 1877, two days before the 
scheduled inauguration, Republican 
Rutherford B. Hayes was declared 
winner of the 1876 presidential election 
over Democrat Samuel J. Tilden, 
though Tilden had won more popular 
votes.

Answer to last week’s question: 
This week in 1854, the Republican 
Party was formally organized at a 
meeting in Ripon, Wis. Its chief aim 
was to stop the spread of slavery as 
territories became new states.

This week’s question: Who 
became commander in chief of the 
Union Army during the Civil War in 
1864?

a particular time in a certain country.
The reaction to Kenworthy’s deci-

sion to adopt the stray dog family 
has gotten perhaps more attention 
than the medal he claimed alongside 
gold medalist Joss Christensen and 
bronze medalist Nick Goepper, which 
was a historic first.

But that news will fade quickly 
from public view. Kenworthy’s Sochy 
strays will have a lot more staying 
power.

Animals have a way of getting my 
attention, which is why I am boycot-
ting everything made in Denmark, if 
they make anything at all.

What they are good at making 
is the rest of us angry for killing a 
perfectly healthy young male giraffe 
at the Copenhagen Zoo and feeding 

it to the lions. 
The innocent 

animal was put 
to death when 
there were 
many other 
options. It would 
have cost about 
$69,000 to fly 
the giraffe to 
another zoo. 
Donations 
would have 
covered that 
easily.

To further feed our notion of 
how ruthless the Danish are, they 
announced a second planned giraffe 
killing at another zoo four days later. 
The outcries by then were ear-shat-
tering.

Then, they 
said they never 
planned to kill 
the second 
giraffe, and that it 
was all a misun-
derstanding.

Maybe the 
world-wide reac-
tion had some-
thing to do with 
it. This is how 
CNN described 
the first one:
“Staff at the zoo 

received death 
threats as debate raged online over 
the killing, which took place despite 
another petition signed by thousands 
of animal lovers.

“Copenhagen Zoo’s Marius was 
shot by a veterinarian as he leaned 
down to munch on rye bread, a 
favorite snack. After a necropsy, the 
giraffe was dismembered in front of 
an audience that included children 
and fed to the zoo’s lions, tigers and 
leopards.”

Wonder why everybody was 
upset (sarcasm heavy)?

Note to Danes and Russians: Don’t 
think that the rest of the world is as 
uncaring when it comes to animals. 
There are consequences for such 
ruthlessness.

So, here is how the Danes can end 
my boycott of their products, if they 
have any. Fire everyone involved in 
the giraffe killing and make sure they 
never come near animals again. The 
rest of the world wants more, but this 
for me will suffice.

Here is how Russia can make it 
right when it comes to the strays of 
Sochi: Instead of killing them, start a 
program that will sterilize the strays 
and let them live out their lives in 
peace, in shelters if needed. How-
ever, the people of Sochi have shown 
that they don’t mind sharing their food 
and companionship with the dogs.

I’m finished brushing the old dog. I 
can tell I have maxed out my stay. I’ll 
try again another day to win his trust 
some more. My heart goes out to the 
old fellow. But at least now he does 
not stink. His fur looks much better.

He goes back to his doghouse and 
lies down. He knows the routine all 
too well, unfortunately.

(Continued from page 1)
Heartless, cruel acts against animals can be conteracted with action, kindness

Copenhagen Zoo killed this giraffe.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Faux-antique decor
11 Nurses
15 Words next to many 22-Down
16 Malaysian Chinese shoe designer 
Jimmy
17 It’s hard to write with one
19 Cub games setting: Abbr.
20 Hidden Valley competitor
21 “Hah!”
22 Small-screen princess

23 Sing ballads, say
24 Word in a Le Pew address
26 Tab alternative
29 Foe of the fictional spy agency 
CONTROL
30 Pump parts
32 Authorizing
33 First-aid practitioner, briefly
34 In reality
36 Cutting remark
37 Don’t bother

39 Jard’n occupant
40 They’re built on benches
41 Pretends
43 Yupik craft
45 Thomas who co-created “Free to 
Be ... You and Me”
46 Spanish autonomy Castile and __
47 Astronomy Muse
49 Stick with a spring
50 Brief black-and-white flash?
53 Hunter’s companion
56 Singer of the children’s album 
“Camp Lisa”
57 Prevented from getting unruly
58 Minute
59 Biological cooler

Down
1 What collaborators should be in
2 Garment feature that’s sometimes 
detachable
3 Family title
4 Like some news
5 Stock character?
6 Dweller on the Red Sea
7 Hutch contents
8 European trio in a Christmas song
9 Soc. Sec. supplement
10 Rogers __:  Toronto stadium
11 Cheesy stuff
12 “Color me surprised!”
13 Shot glass
14 Bar supply available at the touch 
of a button
18 Pretentious
22 Check alternatives
23 “Welcome to the human network” 
tech giant
24 Desert mount
25 “GET FIRED UP!” candy
26 Passes out
27 Phil Jackson, for most of the ‘70s
28 Early birds?
29 It may wash up onshore
31 Leaving for
34 Toots
35 2010 Western remake that gar-
nered 10 Oscar nominations
38 Presently
40 Success on a mat
42 Haunted house sounds
44 Farm sound
46 Ton o’
47 Jamaican hybrid fruit
48 Act like a pig, in a way
49 Star of Looney Tunes’ “for Scent-
imental Reasons”
50 Fitness brand
51 Ivy League member
52 Cultivated
54 FF’s opposite
55 Bent piece
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
ALPACA  BABOON  BOBCAT  DONKEY  BEAVER  COUGAR

In memory of Greg Wilkinson



Jumble Answers
Jumbles: MADLY  NOBLE  ZODIAC  PAYING
Answer: When he caught Junior playing with matches, Dad was -- BLAZING MAD

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                            By Rick Brooks

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): A small 
act of defiance could upset the even bal-
ance in your home or workplace during 
the upcoming week, but you might be 
surprised when others show concern 
instead of aggravation. Stand up for your 
rights to win new friends.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Consis-
tency and reliability will help you make 
your way through changing situations in 
the week ahead. You’re life a life raft that 
other people tend to cling to whenever 
they get in over their heads.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The least 
important transactions can run smoothly. 

You may be better off pursuing hobbies 
or social activities that brighten your 
heart but don’t necessarily bring you 
recognition or monetary rewards in the 
week to come.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Take 
pride in home and family. Being proac-
tive in that area of life could bring you 

good luck elsewhere. You like to feel 
financially secure, and a glimpse of 
future comforts can come into sight if 
you’re willing to work hard.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Ask people 
what they think and they’ll be happy to 
tell you. Shake off an inclination to be a 
homebody and mingle with people from 
different walks of life in the week ahead. 
Be your own best friend and toot your 
own horn.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Circulate 
for success. It’s perfectly acceptable to 
listen to opinions that differ from those 
held by your family or professors. Keep 
your finger on the pulse of public opinion 
this week. Find out more about the latest 
fads and trends.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Life may 
revolve around friends or small incon-
sequential things in the week ahead, 
so you could feel you’re not the center 
of attention. Remember, however, that 
other people are watching your example. 
Cooperation arrives when needed.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): If this 
week were a tarot card, your card could 
be The Fool. You may think everything 
is going very well but might be oblivious 
of problems directly in your path. Be 

glad for friends who steer you in the right 
direction.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Social pressures could push you into a 
corner, but from a corner you can see 
the whole room. Sitting through lectures 
or dealing with people you don’t really 
care for may be necessary to reach your 
goals this week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Your 
feet may be dancing a boogie-woogie 
to the beat of a very different drummer 
while your head is engaged in a sedate 
fox trot. During the week to come, your 
financial outlook can be affected by 
group idealism and ethics.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): You 
may radiate friendliness during the week 
ahead. Pull out all the stops and mingle 
with groups of people. Explore new 
places like a museum, join a book club 
or exercise group, or drag a friend out to 
a new restaurant.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You 
can be carried away by inspiration. This 
week, don’t ignore obligations if side-
tracked by romantic ideals and be sure 
to “do the right thing.” Act according to 
the rules, even when swept by the urge 
to break them.

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                             By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                               By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                       By Russel Myers

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-con-

ditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.
sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 

with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.
s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.

Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry

Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541

Brazoria County Parks Director 
Richard Hurd

Board of Park Commissioners
Meta Kirby, Chairman

Paul Wofford, Jr., Vice Chairman
Joyce Peltier, Secretary

Dorman Davidson
Wayne Shaw

Rex Lloyd
John Stanford

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)

Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana; Dow 
Chemical Company; BASF Corporation

Gold ($1,500)
Silver ($1,000)

DSM Nutritional Products Inc.; Wal-Mart, 
Angleton; Warehouse Associates (Pirates 
Alley Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates); Meyerland Custom Home 
Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Texas Gulf Bank; DM Petroleum Opera-

tions; Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh; and Waste 
Connections of Texas.

We also thank the many volunteers who help 
clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To become 
a sponsor or to volunteer in our programs, call 979-
864-1541 or email jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

Stahlman Park sported icicles to welcome participants on Saturday, Jan. 25, but 
morning temperatures in the 20s did not deter the almost 300 people who arrived 
to lend a hand in protecting Brazoria County beaches.

 Teams from Brazoswood High School, Dow Chemical, and Memorial High 
School joined students from Alvin and Angleton, along with several scouting 
groups, to help place the 6,000 Christmas trees that had been collected for the 
outing.  

This year’s tree drive netted fewer trees than recent previous years. As we move 
further away from the memory of destructive fall storms, the urgency dissipates 
and tree drives falter. The project continues because gulf storms remain unpredict-
able.

The shortage of trees prompted cancellation of the Quintana portion of the 
event; at least three groups who normally work the area west of the Old River 
wound up lending a much-appreciated hand on county beaches between Surfside 
and San Luis Pass.  At the end of the event, roughly two-thirds of the trees had 
been positioned and secured along the vegetation line. These will become new 
dunes by April. The remaining trees are being placed by volunteer groups who 
come in from state colleges to volunteer on our beaches.

Have you made camping reservations for Spring Break?  A limited number of RV 
sites are still available at San Luis Pass and Quintana Beach county parks.  For 
information, or to make reservations, visit www.brazoria-county.com/parks.

Make your Spring Break reservations

San Luis Pass County Park will get 
additional pedestrian beach and a new 
walk-over beach access point.

Water current changes following 
Hurricane Ike have resulted in the 
rapid growth of new beach areas 
adjacent to the county park, and a 
portion of the new beach area is being 
set aside for pedestrian use.  Closing 

this area to vehicular traffic satisfies 
one of the remaining requirements of 
the Bluewater Highway reconstruction 
project by providing additional protected 
areas for nesting sea turtles and piping 
plovers. The walk-over project will 
provide access to beach areas from the 
park by forming an elevated pathway 
above the rock erosion barrier.

San Luis Pass pedestrian beach to expandConsidering the weather, Dunes Day 
saw an amazing volunteer turn-out
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A recent meeting near San Luis Pass heralded the begin-
nings of the Follett’s Island Dune Restoration Project.  This 
project involves the restoration or construction of approxi-
mately four miles of sand dunes along the Bluewater Highway 
on Follett’s Island.  The project also will complete one of the 
last remaining requirements of the earlier highway recon-
struction project by further protecting the roadway from storm 

surges. In attendance at the meeting were representatives 
of the county parks dept., Texas General Land Office, Coast 
and Harbor Engineering, and county officials. As planning 
proceeds, the project will require permitting from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. Funding will be mostly through federal and 
state sources. Total project cost is estimated at $1.3 million 
with a projected start date in the Fall of 2015. 

Follett’s Island Dune Restoration project planning starts



Page 20  THE BULLETIN  February 25, 2014      (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com


