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How dunes are born

Volunteers place 
donated Christmas 
trees along the 
dune line to help 
strengthen the 
present dune 
system.  Effort, 
not age, is all that 
counts when placing 
trees and protecting 
our beaches.  Get an 
update inside this 
issue on how this 
year’s Dunes Day 
turned out. 

BY John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Sometimes I even amaze 
myself of how ahead of the pack 
I am. Yes, I am patting myself on 
the back because I tend to luck 

into some 
stories that 
then become 
major items 
on the 
national 
scale.

Take selfie 
sticks, for 
example. 

I wrote about them last week, 
and a week later, they are part 
of Saturday Night Live’s 40th 
anniversary show.

It must be because I can see 
words clearly now through these 
reading glasses. I can actually 
read just like before, except I 
have to wear these things.

I went to the eye doctor a while 
back, and he went through all 
the routine tests, like three years 
before. (I know that I should be 
getting them checked annually.)

Your vision is fine, he said. But 
you are getting old, and you need 
reading glasses. It happens to 
all old people sooner or later. He 
was trying to be funny, but I took 
it as an observation he should 
have kept to himself.

He wrote me a prescription for 
reading glasses. I went to fill it, 
and it was a lot more than what 
I wanted to pay. You have to be 

RAMBLINGS

I need them to see 
the button on my 

selfie stick

 Brazosport College was 
recently named among the 
country’s “25 Safest Colleges,” 
according to student reviews 
compiled by the website, 
Cappex.com.

Listed at No. 10, Brazosport 
College was ranked as the safest 
college in the state. Three Texas 
colleges were included in the 
list, including Wayland Baptist 
University at No. 15 and Lubbock 
Christian University at No. 17.

The results were part of the 
website’s 2015 Cappies Awards, 
which honored America’s top 25 
favorite schools across multiple 
categories. Results are compiled 
from more than 1.4 million stu-
dent reviews on more than 2,000 
colleges and universities.

Cappex.com is visited by more 
than 8.5 million students each 
year, helping to connect students 
with more information about col-
lege and financial aid resources.

To view the list of the 
“25 Safest Colleges,” go to 
www.cappex.com/hq/cappies/
safest-colleges. To learn more 
about Brazosport College, visit 
www.brazosport.edu.

BC one of the 
safest in state

How you can celebrate Texas Independence Day
Texas Historical Commission

Texas Independence Day com-
memorates the day in 1836 that 
Texas revolutionaries, including 
Sam Houston and José Antonio 
Navarro, proudly declared Texas’ 
independence from Mexico.

This declaration made at Wash-
ington-on-the-Brazos preceded 
the tragic losses at the Alamo 
and Goliad, and Texas’ victory 
over General Santa Anna at San 
Jacinto.

All over Texas, communities and 
County Historical Commissions 
are celebrating this significant day. 

Here are some ideas that can help 
your family make this the best Texas 
Independence Day yet:

• County Historical Com-
missions across the state are 
planning fun, family-friendly, 
and educational events to com-
memorate the day. Visit the Texas 
Historical Commission website for a 
list of events at www.thc.state.tx.us/
txindependenceday.

• Make a special trip the week-
end of February 28 – March 1, 
or anytime that week to visit the 
important sites and battlefields where 
Texas was born. For ideas on fun 

and educational heritage tourism 
locations, including Washington-
on-the-Brazos (where there is a 
weekend-long Texas Independence 
Day festival Feb. 28 – March 1), the 
Alamo, San Jacinto, and more, visit 
www.texasindependencetrail.com.

• Attend the Bullock Texas State 
History Museum’s Texas Indepen-
dence Day event March 1 (ow.ly/
IKk3w).

Participate in a Texas Indepen-
dence Day event near you, and 
show why Texans are proud of the 
history and heritage of the Lone 
Star State.
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              LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine & Beer 
Retailer’s Permit (BG) and a Food 
and Beverage Certificate (FB) by 
Lori Lynn Gillaspia operating as 
Bayou Hideaway to be located at 
24313 CRD 46, Suite A, Angleton, 
Brazoria County, Texas.   Lori 
Lynn Gillaspia individual owner.

Drivers/OwnerOps! 
Local Work! 

Home Daily, Benefits! CDL-A, 
1yr exp, Great Driving record. 
Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285

WELL, IT’S NOT FUNNY TO US, SON: A man pulled a banana out 
of his pocket and pointed it at two police officers as if it were a gun as 
they drove past him in Mesa County, Colo. They stopped and asked him 
why he did that, and he said it was a joke, and that he wanted to post a 
video of the incident on YouTube. When they pointed out that there were 
no cameras in the area, he said it was a “dry run.” Not seeing the humor, 
they arrested him for felony menacing.

BUT OFFICER, WHY CAN’T I PASS GO AND COLLECT $200 
FIRST? A young woman was taken to jail in Hooksett, N.H., because she 
got upset at her boyfriend during a game of Monopoly and slapped him in 
the face.

SO YOU SHOULD ARREST HIM, NOT ME: After a man was arrested 
for punching a police horse in Tempe, Ariz., officers searched him and 
found marijuana and drug paraphernalia in his pants. He responded by 
saying that the pants belonged, not to him, but to his brother.

ON SECOND THOUGHT, STAY RIGHT HERE: A woman was cited 
for public drunkenness at the police station in Uniontown, Pa., and then 
released. But she was arrested before she could leave, because she 
dropped a bag of crack cocaine on the floor.

WE CAN STILL SEE YOU: A man broke into a law firm in Coral 
Gables, Fla., repositioned a surveillance camera in order to hide his iden-
tity, but his image was captured in a large mirror across the room.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK I’M DRUNK? As police were talking to a 
woman they suspected of drunken driving in St. Lucie County, Fla., she 
picked up a bottle of vodka on the seat beside her and took a swig.

HOW DARE YOU NOT RESPOND TO THIS EMERGENCY! As police 
were writing him up for various traffic violations at 3 in the morning in Oak 
Lawn, Ill., a man used his cell phone to call 911 and report that he heard 
8 gunshots and saw a wounded man on the ground in the same area. 
Prosecutors said he called in the fake shooting in hopes that the officers 
on his case would leave him to investigate. It didn’t work.

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP, OFFICERS … NOT SO FAST, MA’AM: 
After a woman lost the keys to her apartment in Iowa City, police came 
and helped her gain entry by breaking in the door. But, when they got 
inside, officers observed two potted marijuana plants and some drug 
paraphernalia, and arrested her.

WELL, I KNEW IT WAS ONE OF US WHO DID IT: After a pizza deliv-
ery man was robbed in West Boca, Fla., a witness came forward and told 
police that his cousin did it. He did admit that his cousin looks like him. 
But the pizza guy looked at a photo lineup, and said the “witness” was the 
one who robbed him.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN I’M SEEING THINGS!? A man who crashed 
his car in Delaware told police that he was trying to avoid an elephant that 
had run onto the road. They didn’t believe this, and arrested him for drunk 
driving, seventh offense.

Beginning March 1, Texas will begin the ‘Two Steps, One Sticker’ vehicle inspection and registration 
Vehicles registered in Texas will 

no longer be issued an inspec-
tion sticker at the time of inspec-
tion. The familiar blue-bordered 
registration sticker will serve 
as proof of both inspection and 
registration.

“Texas is changing the way 
the Registration and Inspections 
will be issued,” stated Brazoria 
County Tax Assessor-Collector, 
Ro’Vin Garrett.

During the 83rd Legislative 
session, HB 2305 was passed 
combining the inspection and 
registration sticker.

“During the first year of the 
program beginning March 1, all 
you will need to do is make sure 
you already have a valid passing 
inspection before you renew your 
registration in our office, online or 
by mail,” stated Garrett.

When vehicle owners renew 
their registration, the system will 

automatically verify whether the 
vehicle has a valid inspection. 
Without a passing inspection, the 
vehicle will not be eligible for reg-
istration renewal. Once inspected, 
the vehicle owner will receive a 
Vehicle Inspection Report (VIR) 
instead of a vehicle inspection 
sticker.

During the second year of the 
program, beginning March 1, 
2016, vehicles’ inspection and 
registration expiration dates will 
align to the date that is on the 
registration sticker. 

Once the expiration dates are 
aligned in that second year, resi-
dents will have a 90-day window 
to pass inspection first and then 
renew the registration before the 
end of the month listed on the 
sticker.

Texas state required fees will 
remain the same, but the collec-
tion methods will change. The 
inspection station will still collect a 
fee for inspecting the vehicle and 
the state’s portion of the inspec-
tion fee will be collected at the 
time the vehicle registration is 
renewed at the Tax office.

“Our goal is to make sure all 
our citizens are aware of this new 
process so the transition will be 
as smooth as possible for them,” 
Garrett stated.

Additional information regard-
ing the “Two Steps, One Sticker” 
program can be found at: 
www.twostepsonesticker.com, 
which includes a “calculator” to 
determine necessary steps based 
on dates of the stickers currently 
on the vehicle.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Dangers of sitting
Q.  We live amid a sea of them:  

adjustable, swivel, recliner, wing, 
club, lounge, arm, dining, bar, four-
legged, three-legged, those in cars, 
planes, trains.  They’re chairs, of 
course, but why are they said to be 
such bad news?

A.  As Mayo Clinic endocrinologist 
James Levine puts it in “Scientific 
American” magazine, they’re also 
“killer chairs.” 

 “We sit in them, work in them, 
shop in them, eat in them and date 
in them.  We Americans sit for most 
of our waking hours, 13 hours every 
day on average.”  Yet some 18 stud-
ies in recent years covering 800,000 
people have confirmed the deadly 
nature of chairs:  Those of us who 
sit for four or more hours per day 
watching TV have shown a death 
rate from all causes 46% higher 
than for those viewing less than two 
hours per day.

To sit is to perish!  The human 
body was not designed to be idle, 
and lack of movement fosters 
obesity and its host of ills, Levine 
says.  By comparison, agricultural 
work burns 2,000 calories more a 
day than many office jobs.  

“A decade ago, I came up with 
the idea of a treadmill desk as a 

way to allow office workers to do 
their jobs while moving...  A person 
can stroll while typing, answering 
e-mails and taking phone calls.”  
As reported in “Health Services 
Management Research,” such desk-
users are slimmer, less stressed 
and have lower blood pressure and 
cholesterol levels.  Schools too can 
become more active players and 
entire cities can be reimagined to 
encourage movement.

So now, get up out of that chair 
you’re sitting in - and get moving!

Sleep drunkenness
Q.  True or False:  “Sleep drunk-

enness” is having had too much to 
drink and nodding off into a woozy, 
dreamlike state.

A.  False.  This sounds plausible 
but actually reverses the true sense 
of sleep drunkenness, “when the 
body beats the brain out of bed,” 
says Laura Sanders in “Science 
News” magazine.  

Also called “confusional arousal,” 
it’s that hazy world of awakening 
and not knowing where you are, or 
having trouble talking, or trying to 
answer the phone when the alarm 
clock rings.

Plenty of people fall into sleep 
drunkenness on a regular basis, 
as reported in the journal “Neurol-

ogy.”  By one tally, some 15% of 
Americans have at least one of 
these episodes every year - many 
suffering more than one episode 
a week.  “Such episodes were 
linked with other sleep problems, 
anti-depressant use and mental 
illnesses such as bipolar disorder or 
panic disorder.”

All babies are created 
equal?

Q.  Babies = babies = babies 
= babies.  Fascinating equation.  
What’s a more conventional way to 
make a similar point, and what’s the 
surprising reality behind it?

A.  “All babies are the same” is 
the title of a recent “New Scientist” 
column.  While you might assume 
that babies come in all shapes and 
sizes, according to new standard 
growth charts, all newborns should 
be broadly the same size, regard-
less of ethnicity or Mom’s size.  
“Nutrition and health are the only 
factors that make a difference.”

Standardized charts already exist 
for a child’s growth from birth to age 
5, but now new international agree-
ments have emerged on fetal devel-
opment.  The INTERGROWTH-21st 
project took data from thousands of 
healthy well-fed mothers from the 
US, UK, India, China, Brazil, Oman, 
Kenya and Italy and found that 
under ideal conditions, “all babies 
grow in a similar way and achieve 
a similar size at birth,” according to 
Stephen Kennedy at the University 
of Oxford, who led some of the 
research (“The Lancet,” as reported 
in “New Scientist” magazine).

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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kidding me. I can buy these things 
at the dollar store.

They are not the same, the 
clerk said. Of course they are 
not  One is expensive, and the 
other costs $1.

Just kidding. I did get some 
decently priced glasses that 
don’t make me look like a dork, 
and I can see the printed word 
now just fine.

The selfie stick thing was just 
a coincidence. I’m not going to 
pull a Brian Williams on you.

I’ve had to use reading 
glasses for a while. It was a big 
shock to me when I finally went 
for an eye exam because I was 
getting headaches. I thought for 
a long time that I was indestruc-
tible. Age changes that.

Just to make sure I have 
no trouble reading, I bought a 
bunch of glasses and placed 

them at strategic locations, like 
the bedroom, cars, office.

The office is the central head-
quarters. That’s where all the 
glasses are located that are not 
being used at the moment. Over 

time, though, there are a bunch of 
dogs in there that I would never 
wear in public.

Those are the ones I bought 
at the dollar store. The quality is 
not all that good. Sometimes the 
lens is even wavy, and make the 
words move around a little.

Those glasses are collecting 
dust. You get what you pay for.

I bought a couple of pairs the 
other day, and when I came 
home, they fell apart at the 
touch. That was disappointing, 
and they cost more than $1.

You can’t buy anything decent 
anymore made in China.

Using these glasses also lets 
me work the Bluetooth remote 
on my selfie stick. Once I get 
hold of it, I take my glasses off, 
push the button and smile.

And, I also will be able to 
enjoy the new book I just 
ordered. It’s a a classic written 
by a Hungarian author, trans-
lated into English in 1987, pur-
chased on Amazon, and being 
shipped from England.

Yes, we live in a complicated, 
but wonderful world, dear reader. 
Now it’s time to take a selfie, 
but I can’t find the button. Wait, 
where are those glasses? Some-
body must have moved them.

Reading glasses help my find the button on the selfie stick
(Continued from Page 1)

BASF opens new plant in Freeport
The BASF site in Freeport hosted 

a grand opening ceremony for its 
first new plant to come online since 
2007, adding a new product mix to 
the Freeport portfolio.

The dispersions plant manufac-
tures acrylic emulsion polymers that 
are for architectural coatings, con-
struction chemicals, adhesives and 
applications in the paper chemicals 
industry. The new plant created 25 
full-time jobs and generated more 
than 500 contractor jobs during 
peak construction.

BASF operates three other 
emulsion polymer plants throughout 
North America in Monaca, Penn-
sylvania; Chattanooga, Tennessee 
and Altamira, Mexico. Now, with the 
Freeport, Texas, plant online, it will 
broaden the supply to help better 
serve all BASF customers in the 
central-southern United States.

“Celebrating the official grand 
opening of a new plant in Freeport 

marks a major milestone for us. It 
demonstrates our commitment to 
producing quality products that add 
value to our customers, support our 
company and serve our commu-
nity,” said Chris Witte, Senior Vice 
President and General Manager 
of the BASF Freeport site. “It’s 
important to note that the plant was 
constructed safely and is running 
smoothly – thanks to our employees 
and contractors.”

HELP WANTED
Now hiring cooks, 

cashiers. $8.50/hour 
and up. (979) 798-9101 

or apply in person.
RED TOP RESTAURANT

Hwy. 36, Brazoria
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Americans are still stressed out, mainly over money
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Stress is plentiful in the United 
States, and stress over money, 
which is anything but plentiful for 
many American families, is in over-
flowing supply, says a new survey.

More than 1 in 4 Americans 
report they feel stressed over 
money most or all of the time, and 
most say their stress over money 
has either remained about the same 
as last year (59 percent) or gotten 
worse (29 percent).

As the nation emerges from a 
long economic downturn, the Ameri-
can Psychological Association’s 
annual survey of stress in America, 
issued this week, paints a picture 
of stress that largely parallels the 
nation’s uneven recovery. Among 
those on the economy’s lower 
rungs, 36 percent report they feel 
stress over money all or most of 

the time. Among those living in 
households with income above 
$50,000, half as many — 18 percent 
— acknowledged they felt such 
chronic financial stress.

In 2007, the nation had no such 
“stress inequality gap”: While aver-
age stress levels were higher than 
they were in 2014, the haves and 
have-nots professed to experi-
ence roughly equal levels of overall 
stress. By 2014, stress levels began 
to diverge along income lines. 
Lower-income households averaged 
stress levels of 5.2 on a 1-to-10 
scale on which 10 was the high-
est. Those with higher household 
incomes averaged stress levels of 
4.7.

The psychological pulse-taking 
makes clear that this increas-
ingly skewed pattern of stress will 
probably exacerbate the dramatic 
inequities in the health of poorer 

and richer Americans. Those living 
in lower-income households were 
almost twice as likely as wealthier 
respondents to tell survey-takers 
that financial insecurity stands in the 
way of their living a more healthful 
lifestyle.

Compared with higher-income 
respondents who experienced less 
stress, those with high stress and low 
income were more likely to say they 
had skipped, or considered skipping, 
a needed trip to the doctor out of 
financial concern. They were more 
likely to say they dealt with their 
stress in unhealthful ways, such as 
drinking alcohol, surfing the Internet, 
watching TV or eating. And they were 
more likely to say they felt lonely or 
isolated in their stress.

Money, work, family responsibili-
ties and health concerns — in that 
order — topped the sources of stress 
cited by Americans in the survey. 
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

With faith in Christ, we need not fear 
the end of the world

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: How will the world end? 
Will it gradually get colder and 
colder until life finally flickers out 
and dies, or will Earth suddenly 
come to an end because of some 
catastrophe (such as an asteroid 
hitting it)? Or maybe we’ll destroy 
ourselves. Does the Bible say 
anything about this? - Z.D.

  A: I want to assure you that 
the world’s future is firmly in God’s 
hands, and the world as we know 
it will only pass away when God 
intervenes to bring it to an end. 

  Does that mean we’ll never 
experience wars, plagues, or 
natural disasters that look like 
they might bring life to an end 
(just as they have in the past)? 
It’s certainly possible; God hasn’t 
promised to deliver us from such 
tragedies. But they aren’t the end, 
and even in the midst of these, 

we can trust God’s promise to be 
with us. Jesus said, “Such things 
must happen, but the end is still to 
come” (Matthew 24:6).

  What will the end be like? For 
one thing, it will be sudden and 
unexpected - and most people will 
be unprepared. Just as in the days 
of Noah’s flood, a catastrophe will 
suddenly overtake the earth - and 
then it will be too late to turn to 
God. The Bible also hints at total, 
fiery destruction. “The heavens will 
disappear with a roar; the elements 
will be destroyed by fire, and the 
earth and everything ... in it will be 
laid bare” (2 Peter 3:10).

  The good news is, we need 
not need fear that day if we know 
Christ. Is your faith and hope in 
Him, and are you seeking to live for 
Him every day? “Since everything 
will be destroyed.... live holy and 
godly lives as you look forward to 
the day of God” (2 Peter 3:11-12).

Drivers: Oils Down – Freight 
is UP! Regional Freight! Excellent 
Money & Hometime! Company 
& Owner Op’s CDL-A, TWIC & 
Hazmat. 855-252-1634

Lego unseats Ferrari as world’s most powerful brand
By Alexia Elejalde-Ruiz
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Sorry, Ferrari. In its annual rank-
ing of the world’s most powerful 
brands, a British consulting firm 
has crowned Lego master brand 
builder.

Lego, which has been making 

the iconic plastic building sets since 
1949, scored highest in Brand 
Finance’s “brand strength” index, 
which measures factors such as 
familiarity, loyalty, promotion, staff 
satisfaction and corporate reputa-
tion to determine brand power.

The wide acclaim of “The Lego 

Movie” helped propel Lego from 
a well-loved toy brand to the top 
spot, Brand Finance said. Also: 
“In a tech-saturated world, parents 
approve of the back-to-basics 
creativity it encourages and have 
a lingering nostalgia for the brand 
long after their own childhoods,” 
the firm said in a release.

Denmark-based Lego unseats 
Italian carmaker Ferrari, which 
dropped to ninth place after 
several years without a Formula 
One title and strategic changes 
in its road car division to relax 
production caps to boost revenue. 
Apple, meanwhile, was declared 
the world’s “most valuable brand” 
for the fourth-straight year. The 
category combines brand strength 
with the company’s financial data to 
determine commercial value. Brand 
Finance put Apple’s brand value at 
$128 billion. Twitter, at $4.4 billion 
brand value, was the fastest grower, 
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting 
for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter 
at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, 
or we are at Brazos Mall, Petco 
and Petsmart every Saturday, to  
visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsor-
ships are now available for large or 
small kennels. Why not have your 
company or family recognized with 
a plaque to show you care? Call 
(979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help 
control the pet population. Have 
your pet spayed or neutered. Come 
by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an 
application today.

SPCA Adopt a Cat or Kitten Month - 
Adopt 2 cats “fur” the price of one!

The Arbor Day Foundation is making it easy for everyone to celebrate the 
arrival of spring by planting trees.

Join the Arbor Day Foundation in March 2015 and receive 10 free white 
flowering dogwood trees.

“White flowering dogwoods will add beauty to your home throughout the 
year,” said Matt Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Dog-
woods are known for their showy spring flowers, scarlet autumn foliage, and 
red berries that attract songbirds during winter.”

The free trees are part of the nonprofit Foundation’s Trees for America 
campaign.

The trees will be shipped postpaid with enclosed planting instructions at 
the right time for planting between March 1 and May 31. The 6- to 12-inch 
trees are guaranteed to grow or they will be replaced free of charge.

Arbor Day Foundation members also receive a subscription to Arbor Day, 
the Foundation’s bimonthly publication, and The Tree Book, which contains 
information about tree planting and care.

To become a member of the Foundation and receive the free trees, send a 
$10 contribution to TEN FREE DOGWOOD TREES, Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, by March 30, 2015. Or join 
online at arborday.org/march. 

Join the Arbor Day Foundation in 
March and receive 10 free trees

Female sea turtle lays eggs in South Florida, a first this year
By David Fleshler
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.—A 
female leatherback turtle weighing 
hundreds of pounds crawled onto 
Singer Island one night recenly, 
becoming the first known sea turtle 
to lay eggs in South Florida this 
year.

Nesting season officially begins 
March 1, when seasonal lighting 
ordinances take effect along the 
coast, requiring residents and 
businesses to shield or dim lights 

to prevent them from scaring off 
female turtles or disorienting their 
hatchlings.

The early arrival of a leath-
erback, one of the rarer turtle 
species, could foreshadow what 
biologists hope will be another 
year of resurgence for reptiles that 
were once turned into steaks and 
soup. 

Sea turtle nesting counts have 
soared in recent years, despite the 
gauntlet of shrimp nets, longlines 
and other hazards the sea crea-

tures face on the open ocean.
Green turtle nesting set a record 

in Florida in 2013, with 36,195 
nests, a huge jump from the 
10,000 seen in typical years. Since 
they nest on a two-year cycle, 
biologists are wondering whether 
this year will set another record.

But with the increase in 
turtle numbers, there has been 
an increase in the number 
approached by people, which 
could scare them off or otherwise 
interfere with their ability to nest.
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By Lisa M. Krieger
San Jose Mercury News (TNS)

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Scientists 
are calling for tests to find ways 
to cool the planet — the first step 
toward exploration of the controver-
sial field of geoengineering, which 
aims to change the climate by 
blocking the sun’s rays.

Scientists call for  tests to find ways to cool the planet, but there could be a backlash
It might be necessary if society 

can’t agree on how to stop carbon 
emissions that are heating up 
Earth, a panel of experts said at the 
weekend meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science.

The call for small-scale tests 
represents a profound shift in think-

ing among the scientific community, 
which has resisted conversations 
about deliberate, large-scale 
manipulation of the planet.

“We have to know through 
research ... what the benefits 
and risks might be,” said climate 
scientist Alan Robock of Rutgers 
University.

Scientists say the proposals 
to study sun-blocking ideas are 
spurred by this sobering reality: 
Even if we completely stopped 
carbon emissions today, the Earth 
will continue warming over the next 
several decades.

A geoengineering test, opposed 
by some environmentalists, could 
involve wafting tiny sea-salt par-
ticles toward low-lying clouds off 
California’s Central Coast to try to 
fend off sunlight. They argue that 
it’s dangerous to tinker with the 
environment rather than stop the 
problem at its source.

Another might measure the cool-
ing haze-inducing effect of emis-
sions from cargo ships traveling 
from the Port of Oakland to Asia, 
the scientists said.

The scientists’ recommendations 
followed last week’s release of two 

reports on geoengineering by the 
National Research Council of the 
Academy of Sciences. The council 
recommended a research agenda 
for how to offset the release of 
billions of tons of carbon dioxide a 
year caused by the burning of fossil 
fuels.

The reports were funded largely 
by the Central Intelligence Agency, 
Robock said. That suggests that 
intelligence experts view climate 
control as a potential tool of interna-
tional conflict, he said.

Some countries might try to 
create clouds and send them 
toward an enemy, for example. Or 
there may be disputes over the 
“right” temperature; for example, if 
Indonesia wants cooling to avoid 
sea level rise and Russia wants 
warming to increase agricultural 
production.
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Brazosport College and Alvin Community College students participate in Community College Day in Austin

Brazosport College and Alvin Community College students pose in front of the Texas Capitol during 
community college day on Feb. 3.  The attending students participated in a rally on the Capitol steps and 
toured the grounds. Students also visited with representatives from the offices of Texas State Representative 
Dennis Bonnen and Senator Joan Huffman during their time at the Capitol.

New Radiation Oncologist Joins Cancer Center at BRHS
Daniel Garlitos, MD, a radiation 

oncologist, joined the Brazosport 
Regional Cancer Center in Lake 
Jackson. With 15 years of experi-
ence, Dr. Garlitos has extensive 
experience in radiation therapy 
treatment including Intensity 
Modulated Radiation Therapy 
(IMRT), Stereotactic Body Radia-
tion Therapy (SBRT), and 3D 
Conformal External Beam Radia-
tion Therapy.

Dr. Garlitos started as an 
attending physician at North 
East Regional Cancer Center 
in Humble, and then became 
the Medical Director at Christus 
Spohn Radiation Therapy Center 
in Corpus Christi. Prior to joining 
the Brazosport Regional Cancer 
Center, he provided care at Memo-
rial Herman Southeast Cancer 
Center.

After receiving his medical degree 
from the University of Texas Medi-
cal Branch (UTMB) in Galveston, 
Texas, Dr. Garlitos completed 
his internship at the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences. He 
later returned to UTMB to complete 
his residency program in radiation 

oncology where he was the Chief 
Resident for two years.

His care philosophy is to provide 
the highest quality of personalized 
care to his patients using the latest 
radiation therapy technologies. As 
a board-certified radiation oncolo-
gist, Dr. Garlitos focuses on a 
broad range of cancer cases and 
offers preventative, diagnostic and 
therapeutic treatment options.

The Brazosport Regional Cancer 
Center offers primary cancer care, 
hematology services, chemother-
apy, and radiation therapy. To learn 
more about the cancer services 
offered at Brazosport Regional, 
please visit www.BrazosportRegi
onal.org/CancerCenter. Call (979) 
297-9268 to make an appointment.

Please join Brazosport Regional 
and welcome Dr. Daniel Garlitos to 
the community.

Daniel Garlitos, MD

ACC and AISD Science Fair Winners

Scholarship winners from the Alvin ISD Science Fair are, from left, 
Vishnu Sadagopan, Julia Lenard and Nikita Singh, all from Nolan Ryan 
Junior High School. More than 70 Alvin Independent School District high 
school and junior high students participated in the 20th Annual Alvin 
Science Fair at the Alvin Community College Gym on Feb. 12. Three 
overall winners were announced and each awarded a $200 scholarship 
to ACC
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

Schedule of events
Monday, March 2: Texas Independence Day Celebration. Join volun-

teers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy 288 and Hwy 35 for a cel-
ebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, music, 
and refreshments.  Free event sponsored by local groups.  For information, 
call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, April 4, 2-4 p.m.: Easter Egg Hunt at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Candy and prizes provided.  Registered campers only; for information 
or reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, April 18: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Thursday, May 14-17: Fifth Annual Fishing Tournament at San Luis 
Pass County Park.  Starts at noon on Thursday and runs through 9 a.m. on 
Sunday.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Sunday, May 24: Happy Memorial Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese dogs, 
washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 233-
6026.

Monday-Thursday, June 29-July 2, 9 a.m. - noon: Nature Camp at 
Camp Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming with the 
Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; limited 
space available.  Pre-registration required.  For information, or to register, 
call (979) 864-1541, or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, July 4: Happy Independence Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese 
dogs, washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Saturday, Aug. 1: KidsFest at Bates Park, Angleton.  Rack up on school 
supplies and fun at this FREE back-to-school program for children ages 3-
11.  Hours are 9 a.m. - noon.  For more information, call the Brazoria County 
Parks Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

Project updates

Forms for sidewalks and access ramps are in progress for Quintana 
Park’s education center. One day soon, school children will use this 
walkway to reach a raised classroom, where they will learn wonderful 
things about the world around them. 

Foundation pilings lay in orderly stacks, awaiting their turn in the 
construction process at Quintana Beach County Park. Soon, these same 
pilings will rise from the saltgrass to support the new education center. 

The Quintana Education Center project is slowly edging forward.  Forms 
for sidewalks and access ramps are in progress.  Surveying benchmarks 
have been confirmed. Before long, foundation pilings will rise from the 
saltgrass.  

Construction bids for the boat ramp project at Hanson Riverside County 
Park Boat Ramp were due on the 19th of this month.  Pending confirmation 
and approval by commissioners court, construction on the ramp and bulk-
heads should begin sometime in March - weather permitting.  

                                  Pass-through grants
The county parks department is acting as the administrative funding 

agency, handling grant funding from other entities for two projects with other 
local parks departments.  

Alvin Parks Department is working on trails and a gazebo at Alvin’s 
National Oak Park.  This is located near the old Depot building on Gordon 
Street.  

Pearland Parks Department is working on a major development at the 
John Hargrove Environmental Complex, adjacent to the Pearland Recycling 
Center.  This project includes a trail system, nature center, and interpretive 
center. 
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A huge “thank you” goes out to 
the 300 or so volunteers who turned 
out for Dunes Day on a chilly Janu-
ary morning. 

This year’s event was somewhat 
different from past programs.  Most 
participants placed Christmas trees 
along the dune line on Surfside 
and county beaches, while others 
planted dune grasses in front of the 
dunes in one area along Surfside’s 
beach.  

Trees for Dunes Day 2015 were 
donated almost entirely by Brazoria 
County residents.  Of the 1,200 trees 
placed on our beaches this year, 
one third were gathered by Pearland 
Recycling Center alone.  About 300 

trees were brought in from Bellaire.  
Save Our Beach Association 

(SOBA) supplied 10,000 sea oat 
plants for the event, which were 
planted by the younger volunteer 
groups - mostly Boy and Girl Scout 
troops.  

Past Dunes Day efforts have 
provided local beaches with a 
healthy dune system.  In fact, dunes 
in some areas are in such fine shape 
that they have begun to encroach on 
parts of the drivable beach.  Rather 
than extend the dunes forward, 
this year’s effort aimed to grow the 
dunes upward, rather than outward, 
and to stabilize areas where wind 
erosion might lessen their effective-

ness.  
Considering that the dune system 

was almost completely wiped out 
by Hurricane Ike in 2008, this is a 
wonderful problem to have.  The 
Dunes Day volunteers have done a 
fantastic job.  

Participants this year placed trees 
along existing dunes and along sand 
fences already in place from previ-
ous years.  These trees already are 
catching wind-blown sand to build 
the dunes higher.  This will also help 
strengthen the structure when we 
eventually see another storm on our 

beaches.  
Sea oats and other dune grasses 

are effective at holding sand dunes 
in place.  SOBA chose sea oats for 
Dunes Day because of their spread-
ing root system.  The plants’ roots 
will spread to a depth of several 
inches and will branch out to form a 
net-like structure, which will help to 
hold beach sand in place in front of 
the dunes and along their seaward 
faces.  The added stability will help 
the dunes to withstand extreme 
tides, high winds, and surge tides 
during a storm event.  

We had some unexpected help 
moving the large pile of trees at the 
main beach entrance.  The Brazoria 
County Outcast Jeeps Club arrived 
with vehicles and trailers to aid in 
putting the trees where volunteers 
could get at them.  It was a unique 
contribution to the event, and it 
looked really neat!

This year’s Dunes Day was 
another productive event.  Thanks to 
all the volunteers who participated, 
and also to our department program 
sponsors, who provided funding for 
the volunteer meal.  

On a cold day in January, 300 volunteers turn out to help build dunes at our beaches

We had some unexpected help moving a huge pile of trees at Dunes Day - Ziggy Dennis and the Brazoria 
County Outcast Jeeps Club arrived with Jeeps and trailers to lend their own unique effort to the project. Not 
only was it greatly appreciated, but it just looks cool!

Christmas trees staked to the beach become covered with sand to form 
new dunes, which protect the shorelines during storms. 



Page 12  THE BULLETIN   February 24, 2015   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Staff Wellness Day at Brazoria Head Start

The Brazoria County Parks Department participated in a Staff Wellness 
Day early this month, hosted by Brazoria Head Start.  The event focused 
on health and well-being, drawing in several local businesses and 
organizations for the benefit of about 90 staff members of Head Start 
offices from around the county.  Parks employees Haley Creswell and 
James Glover provided information about county parks and programs.

By Bryan Frazier
Director of Parks

We were able to procure a new, 
easier-to-remember, more-market-
ing-friendly URL Web site address 
for Brazoria County Parks:  
www.brazoriacountyparks.org

It is routed to our normal 
Parks Web site, and works just 
as the other one (the old Web 
address still works, for those who 

resist change, at www.brazoria-
county.com/parks).  

The new address is more themed 
and functional.  Special thanks to 
our county Information Services 
folks who made it happen! 

We can now give our customers 
and potential park visitors this Web 
site address, rather than having 
to spell out our other, somewhat 
cumbersome, dash-forward-slash 

web site. 
Since we compete for our visi-

tors’ attention and in the market-
place for campers, beachgoers, 
fishermen, etc., this URL should 
be much easier for the public to 
remember, and easier for us to 
tell people about, especially over 
the phone. 

Get out and enjoy your great 
Brazoria County Parks.

Easy to remember ‘brazoriacountyparks.org’ debuts
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Galveston County Community Action Council is committed to reducing poverty and pro-
moting self-sufficiency to low-income families under its Communuty Service Block Grant 
(CSBG) awarded by Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs.
Funds are available for rental assistance, water bills, continuing education courses, etc. to 
families that have a documented need.
The household must not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices Federal Poverty Income Guidelines.

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY
Documentation required to apply for assistance
 1) Current ID; 2) Current utility bill, lease; 3) Income for LAST 30 days prior to the date 
of application for all household members 18 years and older.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to make an appointment, please contact
     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C100, Galveston, TX               409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Fort Bend County - 902 Frost, Rosenberg, TX                                 281-342-3012
     Wharton County - 213-B North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                  979-543-1561

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Feb. 23: ON THIS DATE 
(approximately) in 1455, Johannes 
Gutenberg printed the first book, 
The Holy Bible, on a press with 
moveable type. In 1836, the Alamo 
in Texas was besieged by Mexican 
forces; all Americans at the gar-
rison were killed.

Feb. 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1917, the Russian revolution 
broke out. In 1981, Britain’s Prince 
Charles announced his engage-
ment to Lady Diana Spencer.

Feb. 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1793, the first meeting of the U.S. 
Cabinet was held in President 
George Washington’s home. In 
1964, boxer Cassius Clay, a 7-to-1 
underdog, beat Sonny Liston on a 
technical knockout in the seventh 
round to win the world heavyweight 
championship.

Feb. 26: ON THIS DATE 
in 1815, Napoleon Bonaparte 
escaped from the island of Elba 
to begin his second conquest of 
France. In 1993, a bomb planted 
by Islamic extremists exploded in 
the parking garage of New York’s 
World Trade Center, killing six 
people and injuring more than 
1,000.

Feb. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1933, Nazi thugs set on fire the 
Reichstag, Germany’s parlia-
ment building in Berlin. The Nazis 
accused communists of starting the 
fire. In 1997, divorce was legalized 
in Ireland.

Feb. 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1993, a gun battle erupted near 
Waco, Texas, when federal Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
agents tried to serve warrants on 
Branch Davidian cultists. Four 
agents and six cult members were 
killed as a 51-day standoff began 
and led to an even bloodier ending.

March 1: ON THIS DATE in 
1932, the infant son of Charles and 
Anne Lindbergh was kidnapped 
from their home near Hopewell, 
N.J. In 1954, Puerto Rican nation-
alists opened fire from the gallery 
of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, wounding five congressmen.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1963, the 
Beatles released “Please Please 
Me,” their first single in the United 
States.

This week’s question: In 1837, 
President Andrew Jackson and 
Congress recognized what new 
nation, which now is part of the 
United States?

Scientists find out why pot gives you the munchies
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Why does smoking marijuana give 
people the munchies? Researchers 
at Yale University got dozens of lab 
mice stoned in order to find out.

“Everyone knows that if you 
smoke dope after Thanksgiving 
dinner you will still go back and eat 
more — sometimes much more,” 
said Tamas Horvath, a professor 
of neurobiology at Yale. “We were 
interested to find out why.”

Horvath’s group studies brain cir-
cuits that control hunger and satiety. 
In 2011, German researcher Marco 

Koch joined the lab to study how 
marijuana interferes with the body’s 
ability to feel satiated.

Koch hypothesized that the 
active ingredients in pot turn off a 
set of neurons in the hypothalamus 
that play a central role in inhibiting 
hunger. Those neurons are known 
as POMCs.

Koch was surprised to find 
that instead of the POMCs being 
turned off in the mice, the neurons 
appeared to be turned on even 
more.

“It made no sense,” Horvath said.
At first Horvath wasn’t sure Koch 

had collected the data correctly, but 
after further analysis he concluded 
that the initial findings were right.

When they artificially boosted the 
action of the POMCs, and the mice 
ate much more.

Cannibinoids, the active agent in 
marijuana, can change what kind 
of chemical the POMC neurons 
release. When a mouse is drug-free, 
its POMCs release MSH, a chemical 
that suppresses appetite. But when 
you give the same mouse marijuana, 
its POMCs start to release the opioid 
beta-endorphin, which promotes 
hunger.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Holiday portmanteau
10 Turned up
15 Hoops situation involving a 
bonus free throw
16 Odds, essentially
17 Tennessee’s state reptile
18 Pointless
19 Mental health org.
20 Longest-serving Dodger coach 
Manny

21 Puts forth
22 Bucks
24 Like some sins
26 Holiday serving
27 Dental crown alternative
29 People magazine Sexiest Man 
Alive of 1999
30 Harmonia’s daughter, in Greek 
myth
31 Vituperate
34 Menu option

35 Program, perhaps
38 Chaac, to Mayans
40 Looking frightened
41 Pretend, in a way
43 NCAA year-end games system
44 Word with sugar or spice
45 Put in
49 Slangy agreement
50 Common hand span
53 Catch in pots
54 Receives
56 Shakespearean “over there”
58 Go on
59 Doddering
60 Cut
62 Sign of emptiness
63 Stud revelations
64 Toponymic dairy items
65 Summer TV offering with a “Jaws 
of Steel Collection” DVD

Down
1 Lesser Antilles island
2 Sealed
3 Old drugstore chain
4 “Can’t Help Lovin’ __ Man”
5 Word on a bill
6 Storage medium
7 Actor Yaphet __ of “Midnight Run”
8 Swell
9 Formerly
10 Yankee foe
11 Some flatbreads
12 Selling using servers
13 Kyoto-based entertainment 
company
14 Acts altruistically
21 Bash, affectedly
23 Tasteless
25 Rushes
28 Co-star of Steve in “The Magnifi-
cent Seven”
32 They may be dug up
33 Circus elevator
34 Godfather, sometimes
35 Minor obstacle?
36 Academy affirmation
37 1985 #1 hit for Ready for the 
World
39 Like Vivaldi’s “Spring”
42 “Imagination Taking Shape” 
sloganeer
44 Church compositions
46 Kiddie lit character with a detach-
able tail
47 Composer Debussy
48 Reproachful warning
51 “There!”
52 Join
55 He or I, e.g.
57 Sea level?
60 Half-hearted responses
61 Crow cousin
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

BOGGLE ANSWERS
MAROON  ORANGE  PURPLE  VIOLET  INDIGO
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JUMBLE ANSWERS
Jumbles: THYME  DRAMA  EXTANT  INVEST
Answer: What the candidates ended up with when their TV spots aired -- “AD-VERSITY”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Get 
a paper towel because all your 
luscious ideas could overflow. 
Take your time about starting new 
projects or launching plans. Wait 
until late in the week to put your 
creative ideas into action.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Good things come to those who 
wait. You might find that your 
partners or close companions are 
simply not in the mood to discuss 
changes and challenges until 
after the middle of the week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Put 

your nose to the grindstone. This 
week, you may be challenged to 
complete your work on time or 
in a manner that makes those in 
charge happy. Inspiring movies 
and books keep your spirits up.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Don’t blame yourself for your 

misfortunes. Forces beyond 
your control might impact your 
finances in the week ahead. 
You’d be wise to work hard and to 
not expect to receive something 
for nothing.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Your 
charming ways can put you in the 
money. You may receive proof 
that people trust and respect you 
in the week ahead, but it might be 
wise to wait until after mid-week 
to put crucial plans into motion.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The 
only real obstacles are in your 
mind. In the week ahead, you 
might hobble yourself with unrea-
sonable fears. Caution is useful 
until the second half of the week, 
when you feel more confident.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Accentuate the positive. Dwelling 
over past mistakes and doubt-
ing your future won’t get you 
anywhere. As this week unfolds, 
concentrate on the things you do 
well to derive immediate benefits.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You simply don’t have the know-
how to start a new project now. 
Bide your time until you have 
all the facts and figures even if 

you’re enthused about the pros-
pects for your big plan.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): The only thing to fear is fear 
itself. You may be hesitant over 
a new undertaking or drag your 
feet about getting things started. 
Things will improve by the middle 
of the week and you can get the 
ball rolling.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Just because someone is 
well-spoken doesn’t mean they 
know what they’re talking about. 
In the first half of the week, you 
should accept flattery, as well as 
criticism, with a grain of salt.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You might learn that you can’t pay 
your bills with wishful thinking. 
In the week to come, you should 
avoid taking on new obligations 
that might threaten your long-term 
holdings and security.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
It’s time for a reality check. Both 
vagueness and efforts to be 
non-committal can be seen in a 
poor light. Work hard during the 
upcoming week and be clear as 
a bell about your intentions and 
goals.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 

NEXT WEEKNIGHT CLASS MARCH 3/4


