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Celebrate Texas Indepen-
dence Day, which is March 2, 
at the Stephen F. Austin Statue, 
located off Highway 288 in 
Angleton.

A special event will be 
held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 2.  

Roughly 250 local school 
children are scheduled to attend 
the celebration, which includes 
historical characters, exhibits, 
music, activities, and, of course, 
refreshments. While geared 
toward school-aged children, 
everyone is welcome! This is a 
free event, open to the public, 
and organized by local groups.

See news about the 
statue and updates from 

the Brazoria County Parks 
Department, Pages 12-13
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By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I was browsing through some 
threads on my Facebook account 
when a friend posted a link to a 
story that Supreme Court Justice 
Anthony Scalia had died. This 
was minutes after news of his 
death started breaking main-
stream.

It seems like I can get news 
like this through Facebook faster 

than any 
other way 
because it 
runs in the 
background 
most of the 
time when I 
work.

I don’t 
have any 

major news providers turned on 
all the time, but Facebook stays 
on a browser tab as I work, and 
all news outlets have Facebook 
pages on which they post stuff 
all day. So, when something 
pops up, I tend to click to it for a 
second or two and then go back 
to work.

A few years ago, I would have 
turned on the TV to get the news 
details. Now, I just click on the 
links.

Mark Zuckerberg perhaps had 
no clue what medium he created 
when he pushed that button on 
Feb. 4, 2004, and put Facebook 
on the Internet for the very first 
time at Howard University.

It was at only available at uni-
versities, but in September 2006, 
Facebook opened to anyone 
over age 13, and the site became 
a powerhouse. It subsequently 

RAMBLINGS

It’s not just Santa that celebrates 
and gives gifts. It’s a year-round 
activity.  And now is the perfect time 
to look ahead to getting prepared 
for Easter, Mother’s Day and 
Father’s Day.  

St. Mary: Star of the Sea 
Catholic Church of Freeport wants 
to make your post-Christmas gift-
giving spectacular by offering its 

first-ever Spring Fling Handcrafted 
Bazaar, featuring a wide range of 
handmade and re-purposed gifts for 
the young and old on your gift list. 
The bazaar will be held at the Lake 
Jackson Civic Center on Saturday, 
Feb. 27, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The bazaar will have unique gifts 
for everyone – all handcrafted!

For toddlers and children that love 

the Little Mermaid and stories of the 
ocean, hand crocheted mermaid tail 
afghans will be available in purples, 
pinks, pastels, and day-glow colors. 
For the Nemo fans, the craft show 
will offer clown fish afghans to warm 
their hearts. These are “cocoon” 
type blankets that the little ones can 
slip into to wiggle the tails with their 

St. Mary’s plans new bazaar Feb. 27 at LJ Civic Center

Popular Crawfish Festival moves to MSR in Angleton
The Pearland Crawfish Festival, 

one of Texas’ largest crawfish fes-
tivals, is moving south down High-
way 288 from Pearland, where it 
has been held the past three years, 
to MSR Houston Motor Speedway 
in Angleton.

In the spirit of the move, the 
festival is expanding its brand to 
encompass the whole county and 
has been renamed the Brazoria 
County Crawfish Festival.

“Brazoria County - including 
Pearland - is experiencing explo-
sive growth,” says festival orga-
nizer Bob Fuldauer, “but part of 
that growth in Pearland means few 
open tracts available for the site 

of a major festival that aren’t being 
developed.” With much of the region 
historically used for rice farming, 
available open tracts have very poor 
drainage after rains. “Last year we 
had huge problems with mud and 
standing water with storms after a 
wet spring. We knew moving ahead 
we needed a site with concrete for 

the festival. MSR Houston offers 
that, as well as being a growing 
public race and event facility that 
will be available - and improving 
- for years to come.”

The Brazoria County Crawfish 
Festival takes the friendly, relaxed 
fun and community feel of a small 
town fair and serves it up big. With 
the move comes the chance to 
bring out more: more food - includ-
ing more Cajun food, more vendors, 
more activities, more carnival rides, 
and more fun. With the move comes 
a new caterer to handle the key 
element of boiling and quickly serv-
ing the tens of thousands of tons 

Brazosport College brings popular NPR show to Clarion
“From the Top,” the pre-eminent showcase for 

young musicians heard weekly on Houston Public 
Media, is coming to The Clarion at Brazosport Col-
lege at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, March 4.

This special live radio recording event will cel-
ebrate the great musical training and talent in the 
Houston area with performances by two Houston-
area teen musicians. Featured on the broadcast will 
be 11-year-old pianist Bryant Li from Katy, as well as 
17-year-old trumpet player Ayman Abouleish from 
Houston.

This show will also feature a quartet from the 
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I GUESS PEOPLE ARE JUST SUSPICIOUS:  A clerk at Walgreens 
in Vero Beach, Fla., called the police when he saw a man inside the 
store wearing a mask and black gloves and with his hand inside his shirt 
making it look like he had a gun. A deputy came and ordered him to 
go out and take off the mask. Once outside, he asked the officer, “Why 
does everyone think I’m going to rob the place wearing the mask?”

I’M BACK; ANY MESSAGES FOR ME? A British man accidentally 
left his iPhone behind when he went on a business trip to New York 
City. While he was gone, his wife saw the steamy message an American 
woman texted to her husband detailing what a good time awaited him 
when he got to New York. In response, the wife sold their home in War-
wickshire behind his back, and instituted divorce proceedings.

HEH, HEH, I’M PRETTY DARN CLEVER: An intoxicated woman saw 
a police car near the bar where she had been drinking in Wayne, N.J., 
so she called 911 with a false report of an assault nearby, so the officer 
would respond and leave her free to drive home drunk undetected. But 
she made the mistake of posting what she had done on social media, 
leading to her arrest.

MAY THE BALSAMIC VINAIGRETTE BE WITH YOU: An armed 
man wearing a Darth Vader costume tried to rob a convenience store in 
Jacksonville Beach, Fla., but was forced to flee when a clerk attacked 
him with a bottle of salad dressing. .

RECALCULATING! RECALCULATING! Two tourists driving above 
the Arctic Circle in Norway were sent, by their GPS device, down a road 
on the Finmark Plateau which had been closed for more than 50 years. 
They had to be rescued by dog sled.

YEEHAW! TIME TO PAR-TAY! A man stole a black Porsche Cayenne 
and used it to ram the front of a liquor store in Surrey, England, before 
dawn so he could steal alcohol. Surveillance video showed him doing a 
victory lap around the block before speeding off.

MADE SENSE TO ME: A man ordered his girlfriend to move out 
of their apartment in Orlando, Fla., when he discovered that she was 
cheating on him. When she told him that she had no place to go, he sug-
gested she move in with the guy she had been seeing behind his back. 
So she shot him in the leg.

FIRST ADMIT YOU HAVE A PROBLEM: A man who was visiting 
Arlington, Va., from Mexico for a conference on drug reforms got high on 
bath salts, and was found undressed in a flower bed, sweating profusely 
and screaming profanities.

County Judge Sebesta chairs Transportation Policy Council
Brazoria County Judge Matt 

Sebesta has been elected Chair-
man of the Transportation Policy 
Council for the Houston-Galveston 
Region. 

The Transportation Policy Council 
Houston-Galveston region allocates 
hundreds of millions of dollars to 
fund transportation improvements 
each year. The Transportation 
Policy Council (TPC) provides policy 
guidance and overall coordination of 
the transportation planning activities 
within the region. 

It consists of 28 members rep-
resenting cities and counties, the 
Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT), the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority of Harris County (METRO) 
one at-large member appointed 
by the H-GAC Board of Directors 
representing cities with a population 
greater than 50,000, and one voting 
member position for representation 
from the Gulf Coast Rail District.

The TPC serves as the Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization (MPO) 

for the Houston-Galveston region. 
There are 25 MPO’s in the state 
of Texas with Houston-Galveston 
Region being the largest in the 
state. 

Judge Sebesta began represent-
ing Brazoria County on the TPC in 
2007 as County Commissioner.  He 
was elected 2nd Vice Chairman in 
2012, 1st Vice Chair in 2015 and 
now serves as Chairman. His long 
experience on this council allows 
him to provide insight and knowl-
edge into the ongoing transportation 
needs of the region. The TPC has 
an important job determining where 
federal and state funding for the 

many different transportation needs 
within a seven-county region will be 
allocated.  

The TPC works hard to acquire 
transportation funds and considers 
the needs of each community to 
provide citizens in the region with 
the best possible means of trans-
portation. 

Whether it is roads needing 
improvements, new roadways, 
metro, toll roads, overpasses, or 
bridges, the TPC coordinates its 
efforts with the region for better 
mobility and better access for the 
citizens in an ever-growing and 
prospering region.

To determine where black Americans are most engaged in the politi-
cal process, WalletHub’s analysts compared the 48 states across six 
key metrics. They include black voter turnout and registration during the 
most recent midterm and presidential elections as well as the proportional 
representation of blacks in the state legislature and national party conven-
tions.

 Political Engagement of Blacks in Texas (1 is Most Politically Engaged; 
24 is Avg.) 

• 25th – Black Voter Turnout (2012 Presidential Election)
• 26th – Black Voter Turnout (2014 Midterm Elections)
• 15th – Black Voter Registration (2012 Presidential Election)
• 22nd – Black Voter Registration (2014 Midterm Elections)
• 1st – Proportional Representation of Blacks in State Legislature
• 1st – Proportional Representation of Blacks in National Party Conven-

tions

Black political involvement in Texas
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Did you know?

We eat too much
Q. How was the myth of three 

square meals a day revealed, and 
why might this matter?

A. In a study of people’s daily 
eating patterns, 156 volunteers in 
the San Diego area were asked 
to use their smartphone to take 
time-stamped pictures of their food 
and drinks for three weeks, says 
Tina Hesman Saey in “Science 
News” magazine.  Contrary to the 
three-meal-a-day myth, people 
actually eat almost constantly for 
about 15 hours a day, nearly all 
of their waking hours.  Circadian 
biologist Satchidananda Panda and 
his colleague Shubhroz Gill found 
that people started eating one and 
a half hours after awakening and 
finished a couple of hours before 
bedtime, with about 25% of calories 
consumed before noon and 37.5% 
after 6 p.m.

Why is this significant?  According 
to physiologist  Kenneth Wright, that 
pattern may contribute to weight 
gain.  “For instance, sleep-deprived 
people tend to eat more in the 
evening, and that eating pattern 
has been associated with gaining 
weight.”  In another study, eight 
overweight participants who ate at 
least 14 hours a day were asked to 
restrict their eating to just 10 hours, 

with no change in diet or lifestyle.  
After about four months, they had 
lost an average of 7.2 pounds and 
reported sleeping better and having 
more energy.

Though further research is neces-
sary, the take-away for now, says 
Panda, is that changing WHEN 
people eat is easier than changing 
what they eat.

Autocar
Q. Is there a “robocar” in your 

future?
A. Asked about driverless cars 

in 2013, Google cofounder Sergey 
Brin replied, “You can count on 
one hand the number of years 
until ordinary people can experi-
ence this,” says Paul McFedries 
in “IEEE Spectrum” magazine.  
Already, BMW, Lexus and Toyota 
have “self-parking cars” that can 
detect a suitable parking spot, plus 
computerized systems to maneuver 
on in.  Regarding “driverless cars,” 
Audi, GM, Mercedes-Benz, Nissan, 
Tesla, Volkswagen and others are 
testing prototypes that are legal in 
a few states.  As someone quipped, 
“Who’ll need the hassle of owning 
a car once they’re all self-driving, 
and ‘robotaxis’ can be summoned 
with just a few taps on your smart-
phone?”

But this is only the beginning:  To 
“smart cars” will be added “smart 
roads,” leading eventually to the 
ideal of “crash-avoiding” or “crash-
less” vehicles, with “platooning” cars 
whisking along together at a steady 
speed and set distance.  “The 
ultimate goal is the ‘autocar’ that is 
so intelligent and so safe that you 
could fall asleep in it -- the pie-in-
the-sky, head-on-the-pillow sleeper 
car.”

Brainless
Q. When the 44-year-old guy 

came into a French hospital com-
plaining of a weak leg, what did the 
docs find?  More importantly, what 
DIDN’T they find?

A.  It was 2007, and Dr. Lionel 
Feuillet ordered up both a CT scan 
and an MRI, trying to determine the 
cause of the problem, says Emma 
Adler in “Mental Floss” magazine.  
Shockingly, it appeared “the man 
didn’t have a brain,” or not much 
of one.  As it turned out, he had 
hydrocephalus, where for unknown 
reasons, the cerebrospinal fluid fills 
chambers in the brain and squashes 
brain matter against the cranium.  
Some 35 years earlier, neurologist 
John Lorber wrote about a similar 
case in which a patient with an IQ 
of 126 and honors in mathematics 
showed “virtually no brain.”  In fact, 
the brain was incredibly thin -- up to 
75% smaller than normal.

Lorber has studied more than 
600 such patients, many of whom 
were disabled, though others had 
IQs over 100. As Adler concludes, 
“It just goes to show that the brain 
has an amazing power to rebound 
from slow-evolving injuries.  In other 
words, gray matter matters.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

• In 1851, there was a mental 
diagnosis called “drapetomania” 
for slaves who had the urge to flee 
captivity.

• If kids are allowed to play before 
they eat, they throw away 40% 
less food and eat more fruits and 
veggies.

• Mike Judge, the creator of 
“Beavis and Butthead,” has a 
Bachelor’s degree in Physics.
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Support from friend could affect 
SSI eligibility, amount

Questions and Answers about your Social Security

Q: Next month I’ll turn 65 and, because of my financial situation, 
I thought I’d be eligible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI). But 
my neighbor told me I’d probably be turned down because I have a 
friend who said he might help support me. Is this true?

A: If your friend helps support you, it could have an effect on whether 
you get SSI and on the amount you receive. Whether you can get SSI 
depends on your income and resources (the things you own). If you have 
low income and few resources, you may be able to get SSI. However, 
if you are receiving support from your friend, or from anyone else, that 
income will be considered when making a decision on your SSI eligibility 
and amount. Support includes any food or shelter given to you or received 
by you because someone else pays for it. For more information, visit 
www.socialsecurity.gov.

Q: My dad, who is receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI), 
will be coming to live with me. Does he have to report the move to 
Social Security?

A: Yes. An SSI beneficiary must report any change in living arrange-
ments within 10 days after the month the change occurs. If the change is 
not reported, your dad could receive an incorrect payment. Also, your dad 
needs to report his new address to Social Security so that he can receive 
mail from us. Even if benefits are paid by direct deposit, we need to be 
able to get in touch with him. He can report the change by telephone, 
mail, or in person at any Social Security office. Keep in mind that failing to 
report a change to Social Security could result in incorrect payments that 
may have to be paid back or a penalty deducted from SSI benefits. Just 
call 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778). You can get more information 
in the booklet Understanding SSI, at www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi.

of crawfish the hungry crowds that 
flock to this festival demand. Red 
Swamp Crawfish have been provid-
ing Texas with live and hot, fresh, 
spicy crawfish for over 20 years.

 Their crawfish comes in daily 
from the best farmers in rice fields 
and the Atchafalaya River Basin of 
Louisiana. 

As caterers, they can serve any 
corporate or private event, up to 
being the main boiler of the Old 
Town Spring Crawfish Festival. 

With four boiling trailers going, 
they can put out 4,000 pounds 
of  “mud bugs” an hour. Another 
change from past years will be 
multiple crawfish stations.

Specialty entertainment, such as 

the popular band, Splash Dogs, will 
be back. The Houston Blues Society 
will fill the Blues Society Stage with 
the top local and regional blues 
favorites and rising newcomers. 

The area’s best Zydeco, Texas 
Country, and Classic Rock will 
raise the roof of the Bayou Stage.  
The new location will allow more 
performers to participate.

 A huge selection of vendors of 
unique wares, arts and crafts, and a 
world-class carnival and children’s 
area will provide plenty of activities 
and fun for adults and kids alike.

MSR Houston is a professional, 
world-class racetrack that also has 
one of the longest, fastest, Go-Kart 
tracks in the country. Previously a 
track mostly for racing clubs and 

members, MSR 
is launching a 
major, multi-
million dollar 
expansion to host 
national and inter-
national races 
and other region-
wide concerts 
and events. The 
Brazoria County Crawfish Festival 
will be MSR’s first major public 
festival.  Patrons can enjoy real fast-
track action while at the event.

Crawfish Festival attractions this 
year will include:

Carnival: This year will see more, 
bigger, and better amusement rides 
and games with rides to thrill the 
adults and the little ones, too.

The Houston Blues Society 
Stage: The Houston Blues Society 
is dedicated to the study, research 
and preservation of the blues culture 
and music unique to Houston, Texas 
and the Texas Gulf Coast.

 They will provide a stage show-
casing this iconic music of overcom-
ing struggle that has deep traditions 
joining Texas and Louisiana.

  Their fans can catch the band, 

Splash Dogs, on 
the Bayou stage.

 The Cajun 
culture evokes a 
love of fun, good-
time music.

 In Texas, 
Zydeco from 
Louisiana is 
joined by Texas 

Country and Classic Rock for the 
soundtrack of a great time.

This year, Iguana Races and 
other new activities join the 
Crawfish- and Funnel Cake-Eating 
contests.  A special Crawfish-Eating 
“Heat” between Pearland’s police 

and fire departments will allow 
patrons to cheer on their heroes.

Other upcoming events at MSR 
include: Chin Motorsports Track 
Days, March 5-6;  Radical Race 
Days, March 12-13; Fittipaldi Exotic 
Driving (once monthly) March 18-19,  
April 1-2 and May 20-21; RideSmart 
Motorcycle School; March 20, April 
3, and May 22; MSR Houston Race 
4 Charity, March 26.

Also at MSR: The Driver’s Edge 
Track Days,  April 9-10; SCCA 
Sports Car Races & HPDE, April 29-
May 1;  Teen Driving Safety School, 
May 7 and June 5; and CVAR 
Vintage Auto Races, May 13-15.

Popular Pearland Crawfish festival moves to MSR in Angleton, changes to countywide theme
(Continued from Page 1)
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Five years ago, Merie Abercrom-
bie, along with her business partner 
Beate Damm, of Best Body Boot-
camp Fitness, founded Bootcamp 
4 the Cure to raise money for The 
Mermaid Project.  

Neither woman has had breast 
cancer, but they wanted to provide 
an innovative way to increase breast 
cancer awareness, and Bootcamp 4 
the Cure allows them to do their part 
in joining the fight for women battling 
this cancer.

“Typically cities host fun runs 
or walking events during October 
for breast cancer awareness. My 

goal for Bootcamp 4 the Cure is to 
provide a fun and different avenue 
of fundraising (bootcamp fitness) for 
Brazoria County,” Merie said.

They wanted to put 100 percent 
of the event proceeds back into 
the local community and chose 
The Mermaid Project as its serves 
local women and men who do not 
have insurance or the ability to pay 
for mammograms and breast care 
diagnostics.

On Nov. 21, more than 75 partici-
pants came out in the rain to raise 
money for The Mermaid Project at 
the 5th annual Bootcamp 4 the Cure 

fundraiser. With a fitness course 
of ropes, exercises consisting of 
jumping jacks, push-ups, squats, 
jogging, etc the participants were 
able to raise $2,520.

Since 2010 Bootcamp 4 the Cure 
has raised $16,838 for The Mermaid 
Project. Merie credits the success 
of the event to the passion so many 
women and men have for staying fit 
and helping raise money for those 
in need of breast health care.

To learn more about The Mer-
maid Project, visit www.brazosport-
health-foundation.org

 Bootcamp 4 raises money for The Mermaid Project

Did you know?
• Nephophobia is the fear of 

clouds.
• “The Simpsons” was broadcast 

in Arabic — due to Islamic customs, 
Homer drank soda instead of beer.

• There are over 8,000 predic-
tions in the Bible.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Seek out others who’ve experienced 
divorce for help and support

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why didn’t someone tell me how hard it is to be a single 
mother? I thought getting a divorce would be the answer to all my 
problems, but I was wrong. Life sure hasn’t turned out the way I 
hoped it would. - Mrs. C.S.

A: Thank you for your honesty; perhaps your e-mail will encourage 
someone who’s thinking about divorce to stop and reconsider their deci-
sion. The Bible says, “The wisdom of the prudent is to give thought to their 
ways” (Proverbs 14:8).

All too often, I’m afraid, divorce today is presented as something easy 
and pain-free, but this is seldom the case. At best, divorce leaves shat-
tered dreams and heartache in its wake; at its worst, it causes guilt, 
financial chaos, despair, feelings of rejection and worthlessness, and more. 
God gave marriage to us, and it was not His plan for it to be casual or 
impermanent. God also knows the pain divorce causes us.

In spite of what’s happened to you, however, I want to assure you that 
God knows what you’re going through, and He still loves you and wants to 
help you. This is why I urge you to turn to Jesus Christ and give your life 
(and your future) to Him. He wants to forgive the past and give you hope 
for the future - and He will, as you turn in faith to Christ.

In addition, ask God to lead you to a church where you’ll grow spiritually, 
as well as find others who’ve gone through a similar experience. They can 
not only encourage you, but also help you find practical ways to deal with 
some of the problems you face. God’s promise is for you: “I know the plans 
I have for you... plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11).

Florida podiatrist who helped pioneer minimally evasive procedures still doing surgery at 96
Would you trust a 96-year-old sur-

geon to put you under his knife?
In Fort Lauderdale, there’s no 

shortage of patients for Dr. Albert R. 
Brown, a podiatrist who has spent 
more than six decades helping 
people solve their foot problems.

Often that involves filing down 
foot bones or the bony bumps 

– known as bunions – that form over 
bones.

If Brown isn’t the nation’s oldest 
practicing surgeon, he’s one of 
them. No such category exists in the 
Guinness World Records.

Membership staff at the Florida 
Medical Association know of no 
practicing surgeons of similar age, 

says Erika D. Peterman, managing 
editor of the association’s magazine.

The Florida Department of Health 
doesn’t track how long medical 
license holders remain in practice, 
but “I can’t imagine someone older 
than 96 practicing in the state,” 
spokesman Brad Dalton says.

He attributes his longevity to a 
moderate lifestyle. “I stay away from 
fried, greasy food. I enjoy a nourish-

ing beverage with dinner – cham-
pagne, wine or a martini.”

He sees an average of 18 to 
20 patients a week and is busiest 
between January and April, when 
winter residents are here from 
Canada.

Brown doesn’t seem impressed 
that he’s still working at his age. 
He’s most proud of the fact that he’s 
still performing a type of minimally 

invasive surgery he helped pioneer 
decades ago.

Born in 1919 in Detroit, Brown 
became a pharmacist in 1940 and 
volunteered to fight in World War II. 
He became a podiatrist in 1950 and  
noticed how much pain resulted 
from traditional foot surgery meth-
ods. He says little by little he figured 
out what we now call minimal 
invasive surgeries.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Check out our Facebook page, and The Bulletin also 
can be read online at: mybulletinnewspaper.com

made Zuckerberg a billionaire and 
changed forever how a lot of us of 
us receive information.

When I read newspapers online, 
I now find myself wanting to interact 
with the articles, to leave a com-
ment about the stories, like I can on 
Facebook. Often, the papers post 
the same story on their Facebook 
sites, which allow the ability to leave 
comments.

So, I comment here and there, 
not that it makes a big difference. 
There are usually hundreds or thou-
sands of comments. I spend more 
time reading the comments than the 
news story. They are more colorful.

That’s what’s missing from news-
papers  –  a way to interact with 
stories right on the page. I have to 
go to the Rockets Facebook page or 
twitter site to tell James Harden to 
stop taking the easy threes because 
he is missing them.

I’m sure he already knows that, 
but I still want to tell him. Then I get 
stuck discussing the subject with 
people I’ll never meet.

I don’t want to write a Letter to 

the Editor. That takes too long. I just 
want to leave a sentence or two. It’s 
fast and makes me feel better.

Social media was jettisoned by 
Facebook when Zuckerberg pushed 
that “Send” button. Others have 
come along and tried to take a 
bigger bite of the social media pie, 
but Facebook has stayed ahead of 
the game, even creating a “Mes-
senger” that now dominates that 
segment of the cyber industry.

The guy had guts. He wrote a 
program that he kept and would not 
allow to be taken from him. And, he 
networked to get enough financing 
to grow it into an enormous busi-
ness, with equally enormous profits.

He was a geek who could have 
graduated and make maybe $100K 
annually writing this stuff for others. 
Instead, he fought off the raiders, 
maybe even unfairly tricked them in 
some cases, and kept it all.

But there is no way he could 
have known back in 2003, when 
he first started writing the code for 
Facebook, that this is what would 
happen and how it would change 
the way the whole world receives 

information.
Some would argue that when 

the mainstream media controls the 
flow of information, the medium 
becomes part of the message or is 
the message.

Facebook has taken the medium 
out of the message. The message 
is now the message for the whole 
world, except for those not on Face-
book, including one of my family 
members, who thinks that social 
media is a conspiracy. He will not 
go near it no matter how much the 
rest of us nag. So, we have to use 
old-fashioned methods, like email, 
to get him updated on some family 
events and photos.

It’s a real hassle. Wait, I’m getting 
a message from Europe, and my 
buddy in Florida posted something 
political that is interesting. Love the 
morning posts from Mexico. A buddy 
had a great weekend. Nice pictures. 
Have to push “like” on those. 

We’re living in great times. 
A funny joke just came through 

from the friend west of the Brazos. 
I don’t know where she gets them, 
but they are funny each morning. 
Great cartoon from the New Yorker. 
Have to share that one.

Better than great. We’re living in 
the greatest times of human his-
tory.  And just watch. In 20 years or 
maybe even sooner, all this will be 
considered – obsolete. Go figure.

(Continued from Page 1)

Facebook: The medium is no longer the message  
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feet, but that’s not all.
Everyone loves things that smell 

good. Nina’s Market will offer her 
long-lasting and very popular 
candles and air fresheners. Her 
themes include the State of Texas 
and crosses. All are available in 
more than 40 scents - from leather 
to cool water to black cherry and 
more. Additionally, the show will 
host vendors that offer mosaic tile 

pictures, hand embroidered cuties, 
uniquely crafted crosses, shabby 
chic remade furniture, jewelry, bird 
feeders, license plate art and more.

And as always, great food will 
be available throughout the show 
including the St. Mary’s traditional 
barbecue sandwiches and home-
made cakes and cookies. No 
one will need to go away hungry. 
Sponsors hope that visitors enjoy 
sandwiches and sweets in between 

their visits to the booths.
Typically, most spring craft shows 

don’t begin until March. However, 
Steve and Becki Shawver, co-
chairs, hope that shoppers will be 
attracted to this early chance to 
select from the many high quality 
and handcrafted items offered by  
vendors.  For information, please 
contact Steve or Becki Shawver 
at sdshawver@comcast.net or by 
phone at (979) 297-3187.

(Continued from Page 1)

St. Mary’s new spring bazaar features crafts and food

Shepherd School of Music at Rice 
University, performing a composition 
by 18-year-old composer Aiyana 
Braun from Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania.

This recording of the popular 
NPR program, hosted by acclaimed 
pianist Christopher O’Riley, will 
feature amazing performances 
and captivating personal stories of 
extraordinary young musicians from 
across the country, including the 
17-year-old flute player Mei Stone 

from Waco, who is currently study-
ing at Interlochen Arts Academy in 
Michigan, and 16-year-old violinist 
Joshua Brown from Gurnee, Illinois.

Broadcast on more than 220 sta-
tions nationwide to an audience of 
nearly 700,000 listeners, “From the 
Top” is America’s premier national 
platform celebrating the stories, 
talents, and character of classically-
trained young musicians

 Operating from Boston’s 
vibrant music district, “From the 
Top” produces nationwide media 

programs (like NPR’s “From the 
Top Live with Christopher O’Riley”), 
presents inspiring live performances 
in Boston and around the country, 
offers scholarships, and helps Amer-
ica’s talented, hard-working and 
dedicated young musicians inspire 
music lovers of all ages.

For tickets and information, visit 
brazosport.edu/clarion.

 From the Top may be heard 
locally on Houston Public Media on 
Sundays at 6 p.m. This episode will 
air nationally the week of April 18.

(Continued from Page 1)

Brazosport College brings popular NPR show to  Clarion

Instead of providing escapism, films now celebrate work
By Charles McNulty
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

There was a time when Ameri-
cans went to the movies to escape 
the workplace. These days, in keep-
ing with the way our offices have 
taken over our lives, filmmakers 
have turned the big screen into one 
long career day.

Audiences have been invited to 
experience first-hand the everyday 

grind of being a journalist (“Spot-
light”), an astronaut (“The Martian”), 
a screenwriter (“Trumbo”), a fur 
trapper (“The Revenant”) and even 
an inventor of kitchen mops (“Joy”).

Ever wonder what it was like to 
be a retail clerk in a fancy old New 
York department store? “Carol” and 
“Brooklyn” will happily fill you in on 
the conversational etiquette of ring-
ing up a purchase.

Moviegoers anxious about what 
urgent email the boss might be firing 
off while they’re sitting in the dark 
for two unforgivably leisurely hours 
probably won’t be comforted by the 
sight of Christian Bale’s hedge-fund 
manager character in “The Big 
Short” sifting through complaints 
in his inbox from angry clients. But 
at least they’ll know they’re not the 
only ones bouncing from screen to 
screen in the informational pingpong 
of the 24-7 workday.

Taken collectively, the somber 
message of these movies – most 
of them contenders for best film or 
acting honors in this year’s Oscar 
race – is that we have become our 
jobs. “I think, therefore I am” has 
been updated to “I work, therefore 
I exist.”

Not only has private life been 
squeezed out, but personal happi-
ness, when it is captured, is also 
celebrated as  productivity.

When Saoirse Ronan’s Irish 
immigrant character in “Brooklyn” 
falls in love with a handsome Italian 
American plumber, you know it’s the 
real deal because even her supervi-
sor is impressed with her newfound 

confidence in handling customers. 
In “Carol,” Rooney Mara’s char-
acter comes into her own not so 
much by embracing her sexuality 
as by switching professions from 
daydreaming retail drone to driven 
photojournalist.

Jobs aren’t simply jobs. They’re 
manifestations of well-being. As the 
title character of David O. Russell’s 

“Joy,” Jennifer Lawrence doesn’t 
forcefully question the fuzzy bound-
aries of her relationships or the way 
she’s being exploited by her family. 
Instead, this former high school 
valedictorian bemoans her lack of 
achievement. If she’s miserable, 
it’s because she hasn’t realized her 
potential in a career commensurate 
with her high IQ.
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College freshmen are more liberal, less religious, study shows
By Teresa Watanabe
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — Today’s 
American college freshman is more 
liberal, less religious and increas-
ingly committed to civic involvement 
and political activism compared 
with those in previous generations, 
according to a national survey by 
researchers at the University of 
California, Los Angeles.

Nearly 60 percent of freshmen 
said they expected to vote some-
time during their college years, 
and majorities supported same-sex 
marriage, abortion rights, affirma-
tive action, legalization of marijuana 
and equal pay for women. They 
also overwhelmingly opposed U.S. 
involvement in other countries’ wars.

“Collectively, the findings suggest 
that more students are committed 
to social justice,” said Kevin Eagan, 
director of UCLA’s cooperative insti-
tutional research program, which 
has conducted the annual American 
Freshman survey for the last 50 
years. “That may be why they are 
the most committed to political and 
civic engagement of any of the 
previous 49 classes.”

The results released recently 
showed that one-third of those sur-
veyed said they were “liberal” or “far 
left,” the highest proportion in four 
decades, while one-fifth described 
themselves as “conservative” or “far 
right.”

But their attitudes were mark-
edly different according to race and 
ethnicity.

Although interest in political and 
civic activism has grown among 
all students, African-American and 
Latino students were far more likely 
than Asians and whites to expect to 
participate in a campus demonstra-
tion. 

Only 6 percent of Asians planned 
to participate in a protest or felt 
it important to influence politics, 
compared with more than twice that 
share for African-Americans.

The UCLA researchers said the 
heightened interest in political activ-
ism could be the result of students 
witnessing the recent wave of 
protests against police shootings of 
African-American men and student 
demonstrations against campus 
treatment of minorities at Claremont 
McKenna College and Occidental 

College in Southern California, the 
University of Missouri and else-
where.

Whether the enhanced political 
interest will affect the presidential 
election this year is another matter.

Although Barack Obama pro-
duced a record turnout of young 
voters in 2008 – and won the back-
ing of 66 percent of those under 30 
years old – young people still have 
the lowest voting rates of any age 
group.
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Feb. 23: ON THIS DATE 
(approximately) in 1455, 
Johannes Gutenberg printed the 
first book, The Holy Bible, on 
a press with moveable type. In 
1836, the Alamo in Texas was 
besieged by Mexican forces; all 
friendly forces at the garrison 
were killed.

Feb. 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1917, the Russian revolution 
broke out. In 1981, Britain’s 
Prince Charles announced his 
engagement to Lady Diana 
Spencer.

Feb. 25: ON THIS DATE in 
1964, boxer Cassius Clay, a 
7-to-1 underdog, beat Sonny 
Liston on a technical knockout 
in the 7th round to win the world 
heavyweight championship. In 
1969, the Beatles began record-
ing their “Abbey Road” album.

Feb. 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1815, Napoleon Bonaparte 
escaped from the Island of Elba 
to begin his second conquest of 
France. In 1993, a bomb planted 
by Islamic extremists exploded 
in a parking garage of New 
York’s World Trade Center, kill-
ing six people and injuring more 
than 1,000.

Feb. 27: ON THIS DATE 
in 1922, the Supreme Court 
upheld the 19th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution, which 
granted women’s right to vote. 
In 1997, divorce was legalized 
in Ireland.

Feb. 28: ON THIS DATE 
in 1993, a gun battle erupted 
at a compound near Waco, 
Texas, when Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms agents 
tried to serve warrants on the 
Branch Davidians. Four agents 
and six cultists were killed as a 
51-day standoff began.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1836, the 
Republic of Texas declared its 
independence from Mexico.

This week’s question: In 
1876, Alexander Graham Bell 
received a patent for what 
famous invention?

Utilities, regulations block installation of rooftop solar panels in the South
By Sophie Quinton
Stateline.org (TNS)

WASHINGTON — The Rev. 
Nelson Johnson knows regulators 
don’t like the $20,000 solar panel 
system on the roof of his Faith Com-
munity Church in Greensboro, N.C. 
But the minister says he’s willing to 
go to court to protect it.

“This is something that just makes 
moral sense, spiritual sense and 
financial sense,” Johnson said. The 
sun, which God has given every-
body, shouldn’t just enrich powerful 
utility companies, he said.

Sunny Southern states have 
plenty of solar energy potential, 
and utilities across the region have 
begun to build large solar projects 
as the technology’s price has 
dropped. But few homes and busi-
nesses sport solar panel systems 
largely because states in the region 
haven’t embraced policies that sup-
port a residential market.

Utility companies say residential 
solar systems like Johnson’s cost 
them money because solar owners 
pay less in monthly electricity bills 
yet expect their utility to step in 

and deliver power whenever their 
system doesn’t. Solar advocates, 
on the other hand, say residential 
solar systems save utilities money 
by taking pressure off the electrical 
grid.

The solar system on the broad, 
flat roof of the nondenominational 
Faith Community Church was put 
there by NC WARN, an environmen-
tal advocacy group, to challenge 
state regulators. The group owns 
the system and charges the church 
for the electricity it produces – an 
ownership structure that is popular 
in other states but illegal in North 
Carolina.

Just seven states, all below the 
Mason-Dixon Line – Alabama, 
Florida, Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina and 
West Virginia – ban such third-
party power purchase agreements, 
according to the North Carolina 
Clean Energy Technology Center 
at NC State University. Alabama, 
Georgia, Mississippi and Tennes-
see don’t have rules governing how 
utilities reimburse customers for the 
excess electricity they generate.

Advocates like Johnson are 
pushing policymakers to create 
a friendlier environment for solar 
power, and several states have 
begun to do so. But utilities, worried 
that they may be crowded out, are 
pushing back.

“It’s not really about solar at 
all,” Duke Energy Corp. spokes-
man Randy Wheeless said of the 
partnership between Faith Com-
munity Church and NC WARN. “It’s 
more about someone trying to set 
themselves up to be an electric util-
ity when they’re not.”

Less than half a percent of the 
United States’ electricity comes from 

solar power. However, the sector 
is growing rapidly. Two-thirds of all 
solar photovoltaic installations in the 
country went online in the past three 
years, according to the latest data 
from the Solar Energy Industries 
Association and GTM Research, 
a firm that analyzes the electricity 
industry.

Utility-scale solar farms and solar 
thermal projects comprise about 
60 percent of the nation’s solar 
capacity. But small-scale solar is 
also catching on. By the end of 
2014, some 600,000 U.S. homes 
and businesses had a solar system, 
according to GTM Research.
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTERAdvice for baseball’s movers and shakers as spring training approaches
By Bob Klapisch
The Record (Hackensack, N.J.) (TNS)

You know the old saying about 
advice – it’s easier to give than 
take. So we’re officially choosing 
the path of least resistance. Free 
counsel to those most in need, 
whether they want it or not.

We’ll start at the top, with former 
rogue Alex Rodriguez (you think 
3,000 hits was tough, just wait until 
you tiptoe to that 700th home run) 
to Barry Bonds (hope you know 
what you got yourself into in Miami).

Of course, no compliance is 
required here. With spring training 
just around the corner, and baseball 
in our blood again, it’s the thought 
that counts.

ALEX RODRIGUEZ: You did a 
masterful job of saying the right 
things last year. Most everyone 
was willing to forget your history 

of trespasses. Overall, 2015 was 
a success despite that 62-point 
dropoff in your batting average after 
the All-Star break.

But don’t expect much kindness 
when you get close to Babe Ruth’s 
career home run mark. The haters 
will be back at No. 700. They’ll 
swarm at 714. The only antidote 
is to smile politely and just take it. 
Spend your time and energy on 
Starlin Castro, who’ll need a mentor 
in camp.

BARRY BONDS: You do realize 
that a batting instructor spends 
long hours at the ballpark and 
is sentenced to work with hitters 
who have a fraction of your talent, 
right? No one denies your right 
to employment, but there’s little 
glamour in the job you’ve taken with 
the Marlins.

Granted, you get to share your 

knowledge with the great Giancarlo 
Stanton, but you’ll have to spend 
time with the 24th and 25th men 
on the roster – guys you could still 
out-hit. Right-handed.

You’ve never coached anywhere 
before, so hopefully you’ve got a 
limitless reservoir of patience. You’ll 
need it.

DAVID PRICE: We offer the 
same advice just bestowed upon 
Barry Bonds: Careful what you wish 
for. That was a nice haul you pulled 
down from the Red Sox ($217 mil-
lion, seven years). You earned it. 
But now comes the hard part – lift-
ing a team that’s finished last twice 
in the past two seasons and three 
times since 2012.

Boston’s fan-base doesn’t digest 
failure all that well. The only conso-
lation is that the Yankees haven’t 
made it to the division series since 
2012. Even so, general manager 
Ben Cherington lost his job over the 
winter, which means the Sox are in 
win-now mode.

You will help; you’ve got quality 
stuff. You have a career 6-1 record 
with a 1.95 ERA at Fenway and 

you’re 8-2 at Yankee Stadium. But 
that career 2-7 record and 5.12 
ERA in the postseason?

You better figure it out if the Sox 
make it to the playoffs and you’re 
standing on the mound in Game 1.

JEFF WILPON: Congratulations, 
you’ve accomplished a modern-day 
miracle: Thanks to your willing-
ness to spend freely on Yoenis 
Cespedes, Mets fans are no longer 
cursing you. We’ll stop short of 
saying they love ownership, but 
let’s be fair. The haters – and they 
were legion – have no room to 
complain anymore. You stepped up 
with the cash when it counted.

So why not take advantage of the 
good will, come out into the daylight 
and hold a press conference?

Answer questions, assure the 
ticket buyers the Wilpon family is in 
it for the long haul and that the end-
less Russian winter is indeed over 
in Flushing.

Stop hiding behind Sandy 
Alderson and show everyone you’re 
human.

Nothing wrong with taking a vic-
tory lap, especially when it’s legit.

I’ll take two baskets of fries 
and a cover-2 defense

What, you think it’s easy sitting 
in the seat next to Jim Harbaugh’s 
at Super Bowl 50?

“He was very charismatic, but 
down to earth,” Akash Nigam, 
creator of the social-networking 
app Blend, told the San Francisco 
Chronicle. “We shared fries, 
talked about life.

“He was literally coaching the 
game, breaking down plays. I 
was kind of stressed, because I 
had no idea what he was talking 
about.”

Headlines
• At SportsPickle.com: “Kobe 

holds back tears during All-Star 
tribute: ‘I refuse to become a 
stupid meme.’ “

• At TheOnion.com: “Super 
Bowl halftime show marred by 
functioning sound system.”

Quite the drop
A temporary ski jump 140 foot 

high was installed inside Fenway 
Park for a U.S. Grand Prix 
snowboarding/freestyle event.

Hard-boiled Bostonians say 
they haven’t seen anything go 
downhill this fast at Fenway since 
the 2014 Red Sox.

Garbage time
Just wondering: Did the PGA 

Tour’s Phoenix Waste Manage-
ment Open stage a closest-to-the-
bin contest?

Gripping the wheel
WWE rassler John Cena will 

serve as the honorary pace-car 
driver for the Daytona 500.

Driver alert: Steer clear of him 
in the corners!

Quality over quantity
Timberwolves guard Zach 

LaVine, the two-time NBA slam-
dunk champ, ranks only fifth on 
his own team in total dunks this 
season.

Talking the talk
Ex-teammate Brandon McCar-

thy, via Twitter, after Jays third 
baseman Josh Donaldson landed 
a two-year, $28.7 million contract: 
“Congrats on the deal. Now you 
can tip your barber so he’ll stop 
doing what he does to you.”
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates), The Bulletin

Silver ($1,000)
Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC

Bronze ($500)
Town of Quintana

We also thank the many volunteers 
who help clean the beaches, stake out 
trees and sand fencing, lend a hand 
with programs, and add so much to the 
county’s parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email 
jamesg @brazoria-county.com.

January’s Abandoned Vessel Turn-In Program turned out to be a very 
successful venture.  Spearheaded by Pct. 1 Commissioner Dude Payne, 
and supported by Pct. 4 Commissioner David Linder, the program real-
ized the collection of 53 non-functioning vessels in a four-day timeframe.  

Brazoria County partnered with the Texas General Land Office, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife game wardens, and local volunteer fire departments 
to provide a no-cost option for local residents to dispose of small boats 
which have become inoperable and undesirable. Their goal was to elimi-
nate hazards posed by the watercraft both on private and public lands, 
and to prevent their becoming navigational hazards in local waterways.  

Payne reports that the program gained far-reaching attention. His office 
received calls from as far away as Florida, where state officials were 
tracking the success of the county’s program to determine whether it 
would work for their constituents.  

In all, Precincts 1 and 4 recorded the collection of 53 vessels (27 at 
Pct. 1 and 26 at Pct. 2), three trailers, and four motors. Three such events 
have been sponsored across the state, resulting in the recovery of a total 
of 92 non-functioning watercraft.  

Because of the success of this year’s effort, the program will be 
repeated next January at the Precinct 2 and 3 offices.

Abandoned vessel program big success

Paddlers with the Small Watercraft Club thread their way along a channel 
leading to Cedar Lake No. 1 during a club outing on Jan. 30.  Cedar Lake 
No. 1 is the first in a string of brackish water lakes lying just west of the 
San Bernard River mouth.

Small Watercraft Club explores Cedar  Lake

Independence Day features rope-making 

A line of school children learn through experience just how twisted a tale 
rope-making can become at the Texas Independence Day Celebration.
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Schedule of events
Wednesday, March 2 - Texas Independence Day Celebration.  Join 

volunteers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy. 288 and Hwy. 35 
for a celebration with historical characters, activities, exhibits, music, 
and refreshments. This program is geared to school groups.  Free event 
sponsored by local groups. For information, call the Department Office at 
(979) 864-1541.

Saturday, March 26, 2-4 p.m. - Easter Egg Hunt at San Luis Pass 
County Park.  Candy and prizes provided.  Registered campers only; for 
information or reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, April (TBA) - EarthQuest Birds of Prey at Quintana Beach 
County Park. We are delighted and excited to be hosting the EarthQuest 
Birds of Prey Educational Program. You will get a very close and personal 
look at some beautiful and regal birds. Due to the nature of the show fea-
turing free-flying birds, please arrive early so that everyone may be seated 
before the program begins. This is a free event; however, donations to the 
EarthQuest organization are welcome and appreciated.  For more informa-
tion, contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461.
Saturday, April 23 - Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Thursday, May 5, 10:30 a.m. – Story Time at Quintana Beach County 
Park.  Beach/Ocean themed Story and associated craft for preschoolers.  
Each session will be different. Some sessions will feature live creatures.  
For more information, contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-
1461.

Thursday, May 12, 10:30 a.m. – Story Time at Quintana Beach County 
Park.  Beach/Ocean themed Story and associated craft for preschoolers.  
Each session will be different. Some sessions will feature live creatures.  
For more information, contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-
1461.

Thursday, May 19, 10:30 a.m. – Story Time at Quintana Beach County 
Park.  Beach/Ocean themed Story and associated craft for preschoolers.  
Each session will be different. Some sessions will feature live creatures.  
Contact Quintana Beach County Park at (979) 233-1461.

Henry W. Munson Park becomes 
the Brazoria County Parks Depart-
ment’s first historic-themed park 
with the Feb. 9 approval of deed 
transfer by Brazoria County Com-
missioners Court. 

The 10-acre park just outside 
Angleton features a 76-foot-tall 
statue of Stephen F. Austin, a 
meeting hall with office space, and 
a unique Texas-shaped pond. The 
Parks Department plans to oper-
ate the new park as a visitor center 
with occasional site rentals and 
interpretive events.  Pending minor 
improvements, the site will enter 
a regular operating schedule on 
March 1.  

Sculptor David Adickes, of Hous-

ton, completed the statue in 2006.  
Since that time, the park has been 
operated by the SFA 500, a non-
profit organization which helped to 

build the park and maintain the site.  
The group will remain active at the 
new park as a “friends of the park” 
organization.  

Commissioners Court of Brazoria County approved transfer of the 
Henry W. Munson Park at their February 9 meeting.  At the meeting were 
commissioners, members of the SFA 500 group, Brazoria County Parks 
staff, and at least one Austin family descendant.  

Historic-themed Munson Park deed transferred to county

Siding installation is under way 
at the new Education Center at 
Quintana Beach County Park.  After 
facing several weather-related 
delays, project completion is antici-
pated during April, with a Grand 
Opening event in the works prior to 
Memorial Day. When completed and 
operational, the Education Center 
will feature classroom space and 
supplies, signage, and restrooms.  
When not in use for educational pro-
grams, the facility will be available 
for rental use.

Education Center at Quintana set to open by Memorial Day
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Recitals showing promise
6 A way off
10 Big name in PCs
14 Braid
15 Where to get a bite on the street
16 Clue weapon
17 Abe’s youngest son
19 Friend on “Friends”
20 West Point newbie
21 Latin phrase usually shortened

23 Old hand
25 Exhortation from Santa, in 
Moore’s poem
28 Wrestling maneuver
30 Term of respect
31 “Liar!” in a playground
32 Nerdy types
35 Target
37 Shipping wts.
38 Halls product
41 NCR product

44 Reed in a hall
45 Stable rides for kids
49 Whodunit surprise
51 Org. with Eagles
53 Coin with 12 stars on its reverse 
side
54 Late-inning substitute
58 Like some grins
59 Crate up
60 Organisms of a region
62 Not fer
63 Gets the unspoken message ... 
which includes one of five syn-
onyms found in this puzzle’s longest 
answers
68 53-Across fraction
69 Maui music makers
70 Lingerie fabric
71 Envelope-pushing
72 Huff and puff
73 Bard’s “between”

ACROSS
1 Go (for)
2 __ fran aise
3 Pond juvenile
4 “This Kiss” singer Faith
5 Kept in a pen
6 Tap into
7 __ Schwarz
8 CIO partner
9 Keep up on the issues?
10 Neat arrangements
11 Nuclear reactor need
12 Delta-zeta connection
13 Seasons a bit more
18 Pistons’ org.
22 Worker who gives people fits?
23 Honorary deg., perhaps
24 Fracas
26 Uppermost
27 Three-time MLB home run king
29 Advent mo.
33 Voting enclosures
34 Deli order
36 Word with modern or cave
39 Mongolian expanse
40 Key lime __
41 Free from strife
42 Hurt suddenly, as a muscle
43 Preparing garlic, in a way
46 Persian Gulf native
47 Make a faux pas
48 Traditional Asian sauce base
50 Like a string bikini
52 If all goes according to plan
55 Hopping mad
56 Frozen Wasser
57 Holiday entree
61 Turn to slush
64 Letters in a police record
65 Novelist Kesey
66 Eighty-six
67 Explosive stuff
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
BAY  SEA  GULF  LAKE  COVE  POND  OCEAN  HARBOR
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: KNACK  TYPED  MUFFLE  POLICY
Answer: Why the bookkeeper received a raise -- HE “COUNTED”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Harshness can be harmful. You 
may not like an opponent but you 
can be respectful and polite this 
week even when your views differ. 
Someone may go to extravagant 
lengths to get your attention.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

Rushing ahead will only put you 
more behind this week. Don’t let 
minor squabbles or a tendency to 
fight fire with fire impede your prog-
ress. Consideration and tactfulness 
make achieving your ends much 
easier.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Keep 

a mental sifter on hand to separate 
the fluff from the substance. You 
may be so swept away on a magic 
carpet ride of romance or wishful 
thinking that you forget to look for 
safe landing places in the week 
ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Relax on your laurels. In the week 
ahead you may not need to wheel 
and deal or enter into new agree-
ments. Maintain your momentum 
with an existing project and focus 
your energy on being as precise as 
possible.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Put the 
brakes on spending and scrutinize 
bills. You could be careless about 
possessions and finances in the 
week ahead. The spirit yearns for 
excitement but a practical side 
demands that you exercise thrift.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be 
sensitive without becoming a push-
over. A working relationship can be 
blocked by someone’s emotional 
hang-ups in the week ahead. Inves-
tigate the facts and don’t quibble 
about what might have been.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): It is 
impossible to create heat without 
light. Examine the underlying 
reasons behind friction or com-
petitiveness. Your reflections and 
insights may reveal the true source 
of a rift. Re-evaluate a relationship 
this week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Sci-
entific studies may bring some ben-
efits. The latest gadgets may help 
you become more efficient. Rather 

than being frivolous with cash, use 
self-discipline to remain within the 
budget in the week ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You may wear a lot of hats in 
the upcoming week. Don’t be afraid 
to try on some new ones. Pull up 
the shirtsleeves and apply yourself 
to new ideas and responsibilities. 
Turn brain power on high for suc-
cess.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): In the week to come you may 
nurture the romance in your life. 
Those in close proximity may be 
more snuggly than usual. Take time 
to discuss joint resources and other 
confidential matters with sensitivity.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You may be trigger happy with cash 
in the upcoming week. Someone 
might criticize you for not being 
down to earth. Your expectations 
might be too high so avoid making 
irrevocable financial decisions.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Find blessings in every misstep 
as this week unfolds. Asking for 
forgiveness will tighten the bonds 
of affection. Firm up financial plans 
and use your business skills while 
the stars are on your side and 
money can grow.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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