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By Sharon Allen Toth
Bulletin Publisher

Candidates running for a variety of 
offices spoke for three minutes each 
at a recent candidate forum spon-
sored by the Angleton Chamber of 
Commerce at its February member-
ship luncheon. 

They are listed in the order they 
spoke. All the candidates featured 
seek the Republican nomination in 
the March 6 primary.

Here is a summary of what they 
said in brief speeches and the 
offices they are seeking:
State Representative, District 
25; Damon Rambo challenges 
Rep. Dennis Bonnen 

Damon Rambo, who is pastor of a 
Baptist church in Matagorda County 
and questions Rep. Bonnen’s 
conservatism, said he has been “told 
over and over that people don’t feel 
like they are being represented.” 
Examples he cited were a teacher 
complaining about salaries and 
education issues while an oyster 
fisherman said that oyster beds are 
being overfished. Mr. Rambo said he 
is strong on immigration and border 
issues. 

 “Twenty years is too long,” he 
said of incumbent Dennis Bonnen’s 
tenure in the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives.

Rep. Bonnen said he is honored 
to be a member of the Coastal Con-
servation Association - “if that is the 
liberal organization you’re referring 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

When I ran for the position of 
Brazoria County Judge in 1998, 
I challenged the incumbent. My 
chances of winning were not good, 
but I wanted to do something else 

- spread a 
message and 
hope that people 
would listen.

It was a last-
minute decision 
and mostly ideal-
istic, but I felt that 
the points I had 
to make were 

important – lower taxes, more effi-
cient government, doing only what’s 
good for the county financially.

I was young, full of ideas and 
energy, and I was able to raise some 
eyebrows and express my views. 
People listened. Not enough voted 
for me, but that’s O.K. The message 
eventually reached many more ears, 
and we were able to help make 
some changes in county govern-
ment that benefited everyone.

I’m generalizing a bit. I don’t  want 
to risk opening old wounds. It would 
serve no purpose.

I’m only bringing this up because 
I want to make a point about why 
Kentucky U.S. Senator Rand Paul 
stood for hours on-end on the 
Senate floor in the late hours of Feb. 
8 and talked about the hypocrisy of 
opposing and criticizing our national 
deficit for years and then voting to 

RAMBLINGS

Rand Paul 
made some 
good points

By Ron Rozelle
Contributing Editor

The old adage about everything 
old being 
new again is 
sometimes 
proven true. 
For instance, I 
guess you knew 
they’re making 
record albums 
again?  That’s 

right; those flat, black discs that 
provided the soundtrack for much of 
our lives are enjoying a comeback.

It seems somebody finally figured 
out that music sounds purer and 
crisper when pulled from grooves 
cut into vinyl and delivered through 
a diamond-sharp stylus. So lots of 
artists and producers are taking a 
giant step backwards after deter-
mining that maybe something that 
was supposedly fixed hadn’t been 

broken in the first place.  It reminds 
me of something an engineer friend 
told me happened once at NASA.  
It seems they spent a caboodle of 
taxpayers’ dollars trying to perfect 
a ballpoint pen that would work in 
zero gravity before finally just send-
ing up pencils.

This news about records got me 
thinking. If I had to pick my five 
favorite albums of all time, what 

THE WORDSMITH

Picking my five favorite records is harder than you’d think
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WHOOO MAN, WHAT A RUSH! SO, WHERE AM I? A man 
got high smoking a mixture of meth and crystalized bug spray, and then 
charged (in his birthday suit) into a home in Nashville, Tenn., as the family 
was sitting down to dinner. He complained that the dog was looking at him, 
ran upstairs and jumped out the window. He then leaped onto a gazebo in 
the back yard, and took off running across a field where the cops caught 
up with him. He told deputies at the jail that he couldn’t remember any of 
the stuff he did.

ON SECOND THOUGHT, MAYBE I’LL JUST LEAVE: When a 
female friend was arrested on traffic charges, an irate 19-year-old man 
barged into the police station in Allendale, N.J., on her behalf, “demand-
ing to know what was going on.”  Police soon discovered that the lad was 
wanted for drug possession, and immediately arrested him.

A CHRISTMAS TO REMEMBER: A 17-year-old boy asked a man 
at a gas station in St. Paul, Minn., to buy him cigarettes on Christmas Day. 
The man refused, so the kid stole his Lexus and sped away, ultimately 
crashing it into a pickup truck.

HOME, AND STEP ON IT! A drug dealer was arrested in Copenha-
gen, Denmark, with 1,000 marijuana cigarettes in his possession after he 
got into a police car thinking it was a taxi.

AND YOU CALL YOURSELF A BUSINESSMAN! A man filed 
charges against a construction contractor after he took money and then 
vanished without doing the remodeling work on the man’s Fairfax County, 
Va., home. In response, the contractor hired a hitman in a failed attempt to 
kill the homeowner.

LET’S JUST KEEP THIS BETWEEN US: A parolee tried to sell 
heroin to other ex-convicts while they were waiting in the lobby of the 
probation office in Danielson, Conn.

HEY, THIS LOOKS LIKE A SAFE PLACE: Two men drove past 
the “do not enter” signs in the police parking lot in Glendale, Wis., and 
parked in the chief’s space, where they proceeded to do heroin and smoke 
pot. This one ended pretty much as you would expect.

CAN’T I JUST PUT HIM IN THE OVERHEAD COMPART-
MENT? A man tried to board a plane at the Las Vegas airport with a dead 
cougar in his luggage. Turns out, the man is a hunter, and apparently it is 
not illegal to transport game on flights. But the airline made him ship the 
carcass home anyway.

YOU’LL NEVER GET RID OF ME … OOPS! A man tried to rob a 
guy at a casino in Baltimore, but the would-be victim rebuffed him, and got 
into his car and drove away. But the robber would not give up, following 
the guy for about 20 miles and into the parking lot of the Annapolis Police 
station, where the cops were waiting for him.

Gathering Place making plans for Brain Fair April 7
Organizers of the 4th annual 

Brain Fair at the County Fairgrounds 
believe that people will develop 
healthier living habits when key 
components - exercise and nutrition 
- are presented to them in a way 
that is enjoyable and interactive.  

“Our Einstein-themed event is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 7th, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m, at the Brazoria 
County Fairgrounds in Angleton,” 

Dale Libby, Brain Fair Chairman 
said.

For more information about the 
Brain Fair, call Dale Libby at (979) 
236-5393.

Since the Gathering Place 
Interfaith Ministries began, Brazoria 
County’s Brain Fair, one of only 
three in the United States, they 
have offered high-energy exercise 
instruction, exceptional physician 

presenters, educational activities for 
youngsters, and cooking demon-
strations, in addition to conventional 
health fair exhibits. 

Brazoria County Gathering Place 
Interfaith Ministries, Inc., a 501C3 
non-profit, is accepting exhibitors 
and sponsorships for the Brain Fair.

Merie Abercrombie, Lake Jackson 
personal trainer and owner of Best 
Body by Merie, will kick off the day 
with a rousing welcome and a dance 
routine. Nei Wai Chia instructor 
Cheryl Tirtowidjojo will demonstrate 
Tai Chi; UTMB’s Michael Washburn 
will lead Silver Sneakers’ exercise; 
and Anthony Briones will teach 
Zumba.  

Alvin Community College’s Nurs-
ing School will return to provide 
free ABI screenings for PVD and 
carotid Doppler screenings. Other 
free tests and screenings provided 
by exhibitors will include glucose, 
blood pressure, body mass index, 
oxygen level, hand strength, vision, 

and memory. 
Mark Kunik, M.D., M.P.H., 

Baylor professor and co-author 
of “Alzheimer’s for Dummies” 
and Kelly Dineley, Ph.D., UTMB 
Professor/researcher will make 
presentations.

Texas AgriLife Extension and 
AgriLife/ Healthy South Texas will 
provide cooking demonstrations and 
offer samples. Enjoy coffee and a 
homemade pastry at the Catholic 
Daughters’ Bake Sale.

The regional fair attracted par-
ticipants from Montgomery, Harris, 
Wharton, Galveston, and Matagorda 
Counties last year.

“This event generates funds 
for 4-hour socials for Alzheimer’s 
patients at nine area congregations 
each month; support groups in Alvin 
and Angleton; Alzheimer’s preven-
tion Brain Camps; and Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project conferences 
and memory screenings,” Libby 
concluded.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

EXPENSIVE BLUE BLOOD
Q. It’s rare today that newly 

approved drugs are riddled with 
infectious substances that actu-
ally make a person sicker. For 
that, we can thank the horseshoe 
crab. Explain, please.

A. Before the 1960s, testing 
for bacterial endotoxins was slow 
and expensive, writes Dan Lewis 
on his “Now I Know” web site.  
That changed when researchers 
discovered that something called 
limulus amebocyte lysate (LAL) 
readily detected these toxins (PBS 
report).  But where to find this criti-
cal substance?

Enter the horseshoe crab, whose 
blue blood is unique in containing 
LAL. In any one blood-draining ses-
sion, LAL manufacturers tap into 
the crab’s vascular system, extract-
ing as much as 30% of the animal’s 
blood.  About 250,000 crabs are 
needed for a year’s supply.

Manufacturers claim that they 
make crab blood draws only once 
a year and have a 3% mortality 
rate; however, independent studies 
put the figure between 15-30%.  
Concern going forward is the 
potential for overfishing, given that 
the “global market for horseshoe 
crab blood is roughly $50 million 

annually, with the blue liquid selling 
for north of $50,000 per gallon.”
THE STORY BEHIND PUPILS

Q. Visiting a farm, you learn 
that the pupils of grazing ani-
mals such as cows and sheep 
have horizontal slits, while those 
of the pet cats are vertical.  Why, 
you wonder?

A. Vision scientist Martin Banks 
and his colleagues studied 214 
species of land animals, compar-
ing pupil orientation and ecological 
niche (herbivore or predator), and 
found that herbivores’ pupils are 
almost always horizontal while 
predators’ seldom are (“Science 
Advances”).  

Furthermore, the pupils of 
ambush predators (as opposed 
to those chasing down their prey) 
are almost always vertical.  Using 
these correlations and the known 
behavior of slit-like pupils, Banks 
came to a compelling evolutionary 
explanation: Vertical slits enhance 
depth perception of animals with 
forward-facing eyes, improving the 
accuracy of a predator’s pounce.  

For animals with eyes on either 
side of their head (most herbi-
vores), horizontal slits “create 
sharp images of horizontal con-
tours ahead and behind, creating 
a horizontally panoramic view that 
facilitates detection of predators 

from various directions and forward 
locomotion across uneven terrain.”
TEENS ARE BETTER AT THIS 

Q. Teens (12-17) are often 
maligned for bad judgment, but 
in this category, they best both 
young adults (18-24) and older 
adults (25 and up) in avoiding 
risky behavior. Can you envision 
what this behavior is?

A.  Roughly 85% of U.S. contact 
lens users report regularly taking 
at least one risk when wearing or 
cleaning their lenses, says Aimee 
Cunningham in “Science News” 
magazine.  Researchers at the 
U.S. Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention surveyed more than 
6,000 people, and contrary to previ-
ous studies, teens did better than 
older folks in four out of six areas:  
They were less likely to sleep or 
nap in contact lenses, to replace 
lenses too infrequently, to swim 
with lenses in their eyes, or to add 
new solution to old.  Only when it 
came to rinsing and storing lenses 
in tap water did teens perform 
slightly below older adults yet still 
better than young adults (“Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report”).

As Cunningham points out, such 
risky behaviors “can lead to serious 
eye infections, mainly by introduc-
ing microorganisms into the eye.  
Even water that’s safe to drink or 
swim in can bug up lenses.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at sbtcolumn@gmail.com)

Please tell our advertisers that you 
saw their ads in The Bulletin.
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add to it – a lot.
He brought up important points 

that he wanted heard, knowing that 
at the end, the Senate would pass 
the massive budget deal, anyway.

“Tonight, you could feel the frus-
tration and embarrassment growing 
in Congress as we exposed the 
hypocrisy of Republicans who 
are joining in an unholy alliance 
and spending free-for-all with 
Democrats at the expense of the 
American people and our party’s 
supposed principles,” Paul tweeted 
after the bill passed.

And then, the talking points 
about families, children and military 
were flying all over the cable chan-
nels as the spin was turned on to 
justify that we just added another 
half trillion dollars to the national 
debt.

This, on top of a trillion dollars 
added a few weeks earlier.

Paul and I don’t agree on every-

thing, but we do agree on fiscal 
conservatism.

You cannot scream for eight 
years that the deficit is too high 
when the Democrats are in power, 
and then add to it substantially 
under a Republican-controlled 
government. That is hypocrisy.

There is another problem. When 
you increase spending, you also 
have to increase income. Govern-
ment’s income comes from taxing 
us, so you’d think that we’d be 
facing a tax increase.

But we have received a tax 
reduction, some of us more than 
others. We’ll see if the trickle-down 
economics theory that has not 
worked so well in the past works 
this time.

My concern is that while we are 
spending a lot more, our financial 
base will shrink, and we’ll reach 
deficit numbers that have never 
been seen.

Remember the last time there 

was a surplus? It was a very long 
time ago, created by the Clinton 
Administration and a Republican 
Congress that was complaining 
about the deficit and then did 
something about it. They eliminated 
it.

“How come you were against 
President Obama’s deficits, and 
then how come you’re for Republi-
can deficits?“ asked Paul during his 
stand. Good question.

Paul has taken a lot of heat from 
his own party for holding up the 
vote. I took a lot of heat for running 
against an incumbent, But we both 
had an ulterior motive, and we 
rolled the dice, hoping that even if 
we didn’t hit the jackpot, we’d stay 
in the game for a while and drive 
home some points. 

We both lost and won. Me on 
a much smaller scale; Paul on a 
national scale. But our motives 
were similar. And they were both 
well worth it.

Sometimes political battles are lost before they’re won
(Continued from Page 1)

A wildlife rescue basics workshop will be held Saturday, Feb. 24, from 8:30 
a.m. to noon at the Riley Aviation Conservation Science Center at the Gulf 
Coast Bird Observatory, located at 299 Highway 332 West in Lake Jackson.

Please call to register at (979) 849-0184, or email gulfcoastwildliferescue
@gmail.com.

For those interested in helping birds or other wildlife in Brazoria or 
Matagorda Counties, this workshop will cover such topics as helping injured 
birds or animals, helping them to recover with rehabilitation, information 
about state and federal wildlife laws, and about co-existing with wildlife.

Free coffee and doughnuts will be provided, but pre-registration is 
required. 

Wildlife rescue workshop set for Feb. 24

The Angle-
ton Chamber 
of Commerce 
is celebrating 
its 60th Anni-
versary with 
the annual 
Heritage 
gala, which has been rescheduled 
for Friday, Feb. 23.

The 1940s-themed “Swing 
Under the Wings” event will be 
held inside a large hangar at the 
Brazoria County Airport and will 
include a dinner by Smithhart’s 
Texas Grill and live music by the 
Brazosport Big Band, which plays 
a variety of styles, including jazz 
and swing tunes from the big band 

Rescheduled Angleton chamber 
banquet to be held Friday, Feb. 23

era. 
Members 

attending are 
encouraged 
to dress 
warmly in 
‘40s-period 
clothing or 

cocktail attire.
There also will be live and silent 

auctions to benefit the chamber, 
offering some great merchandise, 
experiences and trips.

 The banquet was rescheduled 
due to bad weather in January. 

To make a reservation, or to 
be a sponsor, please contact the 
chamber staff as soon as possible 
at (979) 849-6443. 
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would they be?   I’m not talking 
about individual songs, but collec-
tions of a dozen or so tunes by one 
artist or band on one long-playing 
record. I figured it would be a quick 
and easy task, and that the five 
would be obvious.  And for two of 
them that was the case. But, let me 
tell you, coming up with the other 
three was a chore.

A large part of the problem, you 
see, was that such a grouping is an 
entirely personal matter.  And what-
ever was going on in my life when a 
particular album provided comfort or 
solace or joy had to be factored in.  
My selections won’t be yours, so no 
complaining please.  I invite you to 
share yours as well, and I won’t find 
fault either.

I’ll start with a few that are worthy 
contenders, but they didn’t make the 
final cut.  Leaving out Rod Stewart’s 
“Great American Songbook”, with 
such treasures as “The Way You 
Look Tonight” and “You Go to My 
Head”, was tough.  The same was 
true for “Johnny Horton’s Greatest 
Hits”, which I spun so often in high 
school on my portable Zenith HiFi 
that “North to Alaska” and “Whisper-
ing Pines” were finally reduced to 
scratchy static.  Dionne Warwick’s 
“Gold” almost made it too; her 
“Anyone Who Had a Heart”, and 

“Walk on By” are downright haunt-
ing.

The 3rd, 4th, and 5th slots were 
the problem, because I had to do 
some real soul searching and hard 
picking.  In no particular order, here 
they are.

The Carpenters’ “Now and Then” 
was a theme record, weaving 
some of the best 1950s and 60s 
standards into more recent songs 
like “Yesterday Once More”. For my 
money, Karen Carpenter had the 
smoothest singing voice ever, and it 
was at its most pure and mellow in 
the selections on this album, espe-
cially “Our Day Will Come”, “Johnny 
Angel”, and “One Fine Day”.

My next choice was cut in 1958, 
several years before I acquired 
that aforementioned HiFi, but when 
I finally discovered it I had a new 
favorite.  “Fancy Meeting You Here” 
is a collection of travel motif tunes 
performed by Bing Crosby and 
Rosemary Clooney, all arranged by 
conductor Billy May and sprinkled 
with witty adlibs from the two sing-
ers.  The songs are great – “Brazil”, 
“It Happened in Monterey”, and 
“Slow Boat to China” among them 
– but it’s the musical phrasing and 
snappy banter between these two 
seasoned crooners that make this 
collection golden and timeless.

Then there’s Johnny Mathis, who 

I consider to be one of the very 
best balladeers to ever step up to 
a microphone. There’s a steamer 
trunk in my house that contains 
well over a hundred old LPs, and 
probably twenty or more are by this 
one artist.  

He had a voice that could start 
high and somehow go magically 
higher, or delve deep and wander 
around.  One of his signature songs 
was called “Wonderful, Wonderful”, 
and that title describes his entire 
canon of work.  My favorite of all 
his albums is “Heavenly”, featuring 
gems like “Misty”, “A Lovely Way to 
Spend an Evening”, and “Moonlight 
Becomes You”.

And now – drum roll, please – my 
two absolute favorite albums.

Neil Diamond’s “Hot August 
Night” was recorded live at the 
Greek Theater in Los Angeles in 

1972 while I was in boot camp 
several hundred miles north at Fort 
Ord.  I bought my copy at a PX in 
Germany the following January, 
and cuts like “Solitary Man”, “Red, 
Red Wine”, and “Brother Love’s 
Traveling Salvation Show” saw 
me through more than a few quiet 
homesick nights and some loud bar-
racks sing-alongs.

And all I have to say about Mr. 
Willie Nelson’s “Stardust” is that it 
just might be as perfect an assem-
blage of songs perfectly delivered  
ever recorded.  As a writer, I’ve 
found several of those ballads Willie 

warbles on that record to be master 
classes, in both the lyrics and his 
phrasing of them, in how to effec-
tively tell a story .

If you want to rediscover the feel-
ings you went through, good or bad, 
in certain times in your life here’s a 
suggestion. Dig out the records you 
listened to at the time and dust off 
your record player.

Ron Rozelle’s columns can be 
accessed at ronrozellewordsmith.
wordpress.com. He is the author of 
“Writer’s Digest’s Write Great Fic-
tion: Description & Setting,” and nine 
other books of fiction and nonfiction.

(Continiued from Page 1)

Black history program set for Feb. 24
The Brazoria Heritage Foundation is sponsoring a Black History Program 

at the Brazoria Civic Center, which will include a performance by a commu-
nity gospel group, on Feb. 24 at 6:30 p.m.

Berneice Smith, BHF Director, will conduct the program. Her talk will be 
on Madam C. J. Walker, inventor and millionaire (self- made) for black hair 
products. Admission is $10. The civic center is located at 202 W. Smith St.

 For more information, please contact, Berneice Smith at (979) 964-4365.

Picking my five favorite records is harder than you’d think
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/
o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, 
Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Whatever the motive, following Satan is dangerous
My Answer by Billy Graham

Q: I’m very concerned 
because a cousin of mine 
just told me she thinks she’ll 
become a Satanist. I don’t 
even know what that means, 
but why would anyone want to 
get involved in such things? Is 
she sincere, do you think, or is 
she just rebelling against her 
upbringing? - Mrs. N.S.

A: I don’t know what your 
cousin’s motives are, of course; 
she may well be rebelling against 
her background. Whatever her 
motives might be, she’s heading 
down a very dangerous road, and 
I hope you’ll do everything you can 
to turn her from it.

Not many people deliberately 
and knowingly decide to turn their 
backs on God and worship Satan 
instead; far more people serve him 
without ever realizing it. But some 
people do become Satanists; that 

is, people who intentionally turn to 
Satan and seek to serve him. They 
may do it out of curiosity; they may 
do it because they think it will give 
them some mystical experience; 
they may believe it will give them 
power over others.

Whatever their reason, tragically 
they are believing Satan’s lies. 
They don’t realize that Satan never 
tells the truth; he’ll never warn them 
about the terrible consequences of 
following him instead of God. 

Jesus warned, “When he lies, he 
speaks his native language, for he 
is a liar and the father of lies” (John 
8:44).

Pray for your cousin, that she’ll 
realize the danger of what she’s 
doing. Pray too for wisdom as 
you speak with her, so you may 
be both direct and clear, yet also 
loving and gentle. Pray, as well, 
that you will be an example to her 
of Christ’s love and peace, so she’ll 
be attracted to Him instead of our 
enemy, the devil.

Tribune Media Services 

Scholarships available for Texas Farm Bureau member-families
Need extra money for college? 

Scholarships are available for 
students who are part of a Texas 
Farm Bureau (TFB) member-family, 
Brazoria-Galveston County Farm 
Bureau President Tom Ferguson 
said.

Several scholarships are avail-
able for both high school students 
and enrolled college students, 
including one-time scholarships 
and recurring semester-based 
assistance. Scholarship deadlines, 
individual rules and eligibility are 

included within the online applica-
tions.

The deadline for applications is 
before midnight on March 1.

“Each year, Texas Farm Bureau 
and Brazoria-Galveston County 
Farm Bureau offer scholarships for 
our members and their families,” 
Ferguson said. “It’s our way of 
helping students from Brazoria and 
Galveston Counties on their way to 
success and allows us to give back 
to our community.”

Ferguson noted more than 

$80,000 is awarded annually to 
students of TFB member-families.

The S.M. True Jr. Agricultural 
Scholar Award provides a $20,000 
scholarship to honor the former 
TFB president and his dedication to 
Texas agriculture. The scholarship is 
open to students who have declared 
agriculture as their major, have 
at least 60 hours of college credit 
and be a TFB member for three 
consecutive years.

The Dick Mitchell Memorial Schol-
arship awards $1,000 to one high 
school junior or senior who attended 
TFB’s Youth Leadership Conference 
in Stephenville during the summer.

One student in each of TFB’s 13 
districts is also awarded a $1,000 
Young Farmer & Rancher (YF&R) 
scholarship based on academic 
achievement and the applicant’s 
desire to pursue a career in an 

agricultural field.
Four applicants from each district 

will be awarded a scholarship 
through the Texas Farm Bureau 
Memorial/Honorary Scholarship 
and District Scholarship program. 
Scholarships awarded are based 
on academic achievement and 
the completion of a project that 
promotes agriculture.

In each of the 13 TFB districts, 
the highest-ranked applicant will 
receive a scholarship valued at 
$1,500. The remaining top three 
applicants from each district will 
receive a $1,000 scholarship.

The TFB YF&R Enrolled Scholar-
ship is for students already in col-
lege. To be eligible, students must 

have a minimum of 45 credit hours 
and a GPA of 2.5 or higher. There 
are three $2,000 YF&R enrolled 
scholarships awarded each year.

“I encourage all of our high school 
and college students in Brazoria 
and Galveston Counties to apply,” 
Ferguson said.

For more information on these 
scholarships, click on the Youth 
Opportunities link under the Youth 
tab on www.texasfarmbureau.org.

The Brazoria-Galveston County 
Farm Bureau also offers two $4,000 
scholarships. For additional details 
on these local scholarships, contact 
Deana Fuchs at deana.fuchs16@g
mail.com.  Deadline to apply for the 
local scholarships is March 31.

Try us out for a month, and you’ll 
agree that advertising in The Bulletin 

is good for your business.
Call (979) 849-5407.
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Shelton art exhibit ‘Illusions of Reallity’
An exhibit entitled “Illusions of 

Reality” by long-time area artist 
Sherry Hall Shelton is on display at 
The Brazosport College art gallery 
with a closing reception scheduled 
for March 1.

The public is invited to view Ms. 
Shelton’s works anytime the college 
is open from Monday through Thurs-
day from 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 

Fridays until noon at 500 College 
Drive in Clute.

In addition to individual pieces,  
Ms. Shelton has painted murals for 
the Harrison County Boys and Girls 
Club facility in Marshall, Texas, at 
Danbury Elementary and Danbury 
Middle School libraries, the Ameri-
can Legion Post 241 in Angleton, 
one for the City of Lake Jackson to 

celebrate this year’s 75th Anni-
versary, and one of fairly tales in 
the Lake Jackson Library. A mural 
at Stephen F. Austin Elementary 
School Library was featured on the 
“Eyes of Texas” TV show in 1991. 

Ms. Shelton’s style is unique 
because she starts all her works 
as abstracts and progresses to the 
impressionistic stage and eventually 
to realism. Her awards encompass 
more than a printed page of listings 

all around Texas with the latest 
being for Best of Show in 2017 for 
the Brazosport Art League’s annual 
Open Show. She has taught art 
since 1974 in Texas, Louisiana, 
Colorado, New York and Canada.

She enjoys painting any subject 
in any medium, and the majority of 
her work is in oils and pastels, and 
while she said each ongoing piece 
is her favorite, oil portraits would be 
her choice if she had to choose one.

“Each one is the human subject, 
but each one has a different person-
ality, a different “’feel,’” she said.

“I try to make each and every 
painting speak to the viewer and 
make the strongest statement pos-
sible with the chosen subject and 
medium,” she said.

A closing public reception and 
chance to visit with Ms. Shelton will 
be March 1 at the Brazosport Col-
lege Art Gallery 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
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The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum has opened to the public 
a new exhibit entitled “Vaquero: 
Genesis of the Texas Cowboy.”

Through April 3, the Museum 
will host the traveling exhibition 
created by the Wittliff Collections 
at the Alkek Library, Texas State 
University-San Marcos, presented 
in partnership with Humanities 
Texas, the state affiliate for the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities.

This exhibition is made possible 
in part by a We the People grant 
from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities.

In the early 1970s, noted Texas 
historian Joe Frantz offered 
Bill Wittliff a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity — to visit a ranch in 
northern Mexico where the vaque-
ros still worked cattle in traditional 
ways.

Wittliff photographed the 
vaqueros as they went about daily 
chores that had changed little 

since the first Mexican cowherd-
ers learned to work cattle from a 
horse’s back. Wittliff captured a 
way of life that now exists only in 

memory and in the photographs 
included in this exhibition.

On Saturday, March 10, from 
10 a.m. to noon, the Museum is 
also hosting “Cowboy Up,” an 
educational family program that 
explores the cowboy way of life. 
Come out and become a cowboy 
for a day as you learn to rope 
cattle, sample chuck-wagon cook-
ing, enjoy cowboy storytelling, 
play games and much more!

Located in the 1897 Brazoria 
County Courthouse at 100 East 
Cedar Street in Angleton, the 
Museum is open weekdays from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  It is closed 
Sundays and holidays.  

The Museum houses exhibit 
spaces, an auditorium for pro-
gramming, the Museum Book-
store, and the Adriance Research 
Library.  Admission is free.  

For more information call (979) 
864-1208, or visit the Museum’s 
website at www.bchm.org.

By Bill Wittliff, 1971. From the 
exhibition, “Vaquero: Genesis 
of the Texas Cowboy,” now on 
display at the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum until April 3.

Museum opens Vaquero exhibit; plans ‘Saddle Up’ day

Noted art historian and critic Tina 
Rivers Ryan recently appeared at 
the Brazosport College Foundation’s 
second Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series of the year.

Based out of New York, Rivers 
Ryan is an experienced educa-
tor and has developed and taught 
courses at Columbia University, the 
Pratt Institute and the Museum of 
Modern Art. She has lectured on art 
in more than 20 cities internationally.

Her writing has appeared in nota-
ble publications, such as “Artforum,” 
“Art in America” and “Art Journal,” 
as well as in several books, exhibi-
tion catalogs and prominent web-
sites. She holds a BA from Harvard, 
three masters degrees, and a PhD 
from Columbia, and has been a 

Fellow at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York.

During the luncheon Ryan’s 
discussion centered on four of the 
most important paintings in Western 
art, in terms of influencing the 
course of art and history. 

The Women’s Lecture Luncheon 
Series is a series of events intended 
to help promote cultural enrichment 
for all women hosted by the Brazos-
port College Foundation.

This year’s Women’s Lecture 
Luncheon Series has one more 
event scheduled. Green Beret and 
amputee John Wayne Walding will 
be appearing on April 5.

For more information about the 
Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series, 
call (979) 230-3234.   

Art historian and critic Tina Rivers Ryan, fourth from right, and Brazosport College President Dr. Millicent Valek, 
third from left, pose with a group of Brazosport College art students after Rivers Ryan’s recent appearance at 
the Brazosport College Foundation’s second Women’s Lecture Luncheon Series of the year. Pictured are, from 
left, Olivia Kloss, Jami Jinkins, Dr. Valek, Ellen Pedisich, Austin Rees, Brazosport College Associate Professor 
of Art Molly Brauhn, Ms. Rivers Ryan, Elly Laughland, Hannah Sterner and Corey McLain.

Noted art historian speaks at Women’s 
Lecture Luncheon Series event

Call 979-849-5407 for advertising rate information
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to” and asked how many of those 
present were members of CCA, with 
several hands being raised.

“When there is a fight for protect-
ing our communities and industries 
and businesses, I don’t back down,” 
he said.

 “Why does Mr. Rambo have a 
$100,000 contribution from West 
Texas ... ?” he asked.

Rep. Bonnen said he is work-
ing in adding Department of Public 
Safety troopers to beef up border 
security, and he is pro-life.
412th District Court - Scott 
Siscoe, Cheryl Driver, Justin 
Gilbert and Keith Allen.

Scott Siscoe, who has a Pearl-
and law practice, also has worked 
in law enforcement, having been 
a lieutenant in the Houston Police 
Department.

He said anyone who has worked 
in a District Attorney’s office has 
“tons” of criminal prosecution 
experience. “This court does civil 
and criminal, and I have experi-
ence in both,” he told The Bulletin, 
“including having worked for Johnny 
Holmes for 2 1/2 years in Harris 
County.” 

Cheryl Driver said she is pas-
sionate about public service, having 
worked with homeless teenagers 
in the past, and she has worked as 
a prosecutor in civil and criminal 

cases. “For a district judge, you 
need someone who is fair, impartial 
and qualified. I am that candidate,” 
the Pearland attorney noted.

Justin Gilbert’s presentation 
focused much on his background 
and family history, saying he joined 
his father’s and his grandfather’s 
Angleton law firm after graduating 
from law school. His grandfather 
was a chamber founding member.

 “If you’re looking for experience, 
I have tried cases from all 10 of our 
judges here,” said Mr. Gilbert, who 
now has a practice in Lake Jackson.

 Keith Allen, who has a Pearland 
firm, began his presentation noting 
he is fourth on the ballot. “Remem-
ber Matthew 20:16 - The last will be 
the first,” he quipped to laughter.

He has been a licensed attorney 
for more than 25 years and was 
a prosecutor for about 15 years, 
which is longer than some candi-
dates have been licensed, he noted. 
He was second in command behind 
current Brazoria County District 
Attorney Jeri Yenne while working in 
the DA’s office. He is the only board-
certified candidate in this race, he 
added, passing a “rigorous” test.
For County Court-at-Law #1
Dora Bonner and Greg Hill

Two candidates are vying for the 
position from which Judge Jerri Mills 
is retiring. Her term expires Dec. 31.

Dora Bonner, who has a Clute 

law firm, said she was a chemist 
when she went to law school and 
has practiced as a private attorney. 
She explained some of the mat-
ters that come before this court, 
including probation of wills, juvenile 
matters, and eminent domain. “The 
judge needs to be knowledgeable 
enough about the law to make a fair 
move,” she said.

Greg Hill said he worked briefly 
as a high school Spanish teacher, 
joined the U.S. Border Patrol in the 
mid-1990s, went to law school, and 
after graduating, went into private 
practice in 2007. He is a city judge 
for Alvin and has served on the 
Pearland City Council for three 
terms and as mayor-pro-tem.

“You have to have the right judi-
cial temperament, have the judicial 
ideology needed,” he said.
County Court at Law # 3 
- Jeremy Warren and Leigh 
Lehman

Judge Jeremy Warren is the 
incumbent, having been appointed 
in 2008 by Commissioners Court to 
replace Judge James Blackstock. 
He was then elected in 2010 and 
re-elected in 2014. Previously, he 
worked for six years as a prosecutor 
for District Attorney Jeri Yenne. He 
is the only board-certified in criminal 
law candidate, he said, for retiring 
Judge Edwin Denman’s post.

Leigh Lehmann worked for four 

months for free at the Brazoria 
County District Attorney’s office until 
there was an opening, she said, 
and then worked there for seven 
years. She has been an attorney for 
more than 20 years now, including 
working at a Houston law firm that 
represented large industrial compa-
nies, said the Pearland lawyer.

“My word is firm, I am committed 
and faithful ... character counts,” 
she stated. 
County Commissioner 
Precint #2 - Incumbent Ryan 
Cade and Larry Buehler

Ryan Cade said when he ran for 
office four years ago he promised 
to put more time into the job than 
anything else, and he ran as a 
conservative family man. 

He stressed low taxes at this 
forum and said he has supported 
mobility projects in an effective 
manner. He added he encourages 
the public to talk to county employ-
ees, home association groups and 
county leaders about his availability.

“I am going to continue to make 
Brazoria County the best possible 
choice for people to live and raise 
their families,” he said.

Larry Buehler, a former three-
term Angleton City Councilmember, 
has worked the last 11 years as 
the economic development director 
for Alvin. “I have one occupation. 
This job pays $131,000,” he said of 
the County Commissioners job. “It 
deserves a full-time commissioner. 
My opponent has several (jobs.)”

Mr. Buehler said he would vote 
to reduce the county tax rate and 
has experience working with various 
officials on issues such as transpor-
tation and drainage.
Justice of the Peace, 
Precinct 1, Place 2 - Robin 
Rape, Norma Moreno Garcia, 
and Randy Smith

This race offers voters three can-
didates with elected office experi-
ence in Precinct 1, vying for Judge 
Milan Miller’s post. Judge Miller did 
not file for re-election.

Robin Rape, who said he bought 
campaign supplies locally, noted he 
has been in public service and law 
enforcement for more than 25 years 
after being a small businessman. 

 He served as constable for four 
terms -16 years - in Precinct 1.

“The JP’s office is the people’s 
court, and I want to keep it that way. 
I will keep you first and foremost 
before personal affairs,” he said.

Judge Randy Smith said he has 
served as Municipal Court Judge 
in Clute since 2005 and also has 
served some in Surfside and Oyster 
Creek. “Being a judge takes com-
mitment - you’re on call 24 hours, 
7 days a week,” he said. “I know 
there’s a difference in Justice of the 
Peace and Municipal Court, but I 
have over 200 hours in judicial train-
ing. I can assure you I am capable 
to do this job.”

Norma Moreno Garcia, former 
mayor of Freeport, did not attend.

 Early voting is Feb. 20 - March 2. 

(Continued from Page 1)
Republican candidates speak at Angleton luncheon
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

LeBron James: One-man SI 
cover jinx?

“Three of the players he selected 
for Team LeBron — DeMarcus 
Cousins (torn Achilles), John Wall 
(clean-up knee surgery) and Kevin 
Love (broken hand) — have gone 
down with serious injuries and were 
replaced for the Feb. 18 (NBA All-
Star) game,” pointed out Bob Molin-
aro in the Norfolk Virginian-Pilot.

And the ink was only dry for four 
days on that pre-game statement 
when Kristaps Porzingis (torn ACL) 
got added to the list.

All for naught
Derek Jeter says the Miami 

Marlins, whose roster he immedi-
ately scuttled, are starting out in a 
“deeper hole” than the city’s MLS 
expansion team.

Coincidence? Oddsmakers are 
now predicting the Marlins will lose 
their season opener, 1-nil.

Hashtag of the Week
On Ayesha Curry’s Instagram 

announcement that she and hus-
band Steph are expecting their third 
child: “#curryfor3.”

Just blowing smoke?
Rolling Stone magazine, in a 

November article titled “The Biggest 
Stoners in Sports,” listed an all-star 
lineup of pot smokers.

Which certainly puts a whole new 
spin on the term “puff piece.”

Obit of the Week
From the Kicking Them While 

You’re Down file comes this snippet 
from the obituary of Rob Drew, 86, 
of Wichita Falls, Texas: “Beloved 
husband, father and papa drew his 
last breath Jan. 25, 2018, mainly, 
we suspect, to prevent himself from 
having to watch the Patriots and 
Eagles in the Super Bowl. A loyal 
Cowboys fan, he died peacefully 
with his daughter by his side, know-
ing full well that Dez did, in fact, 
catch the ball.”

Star-struck?
For those of you getting your 

chest all puffed out about State 
U’s latest football-recruiting haul, 
consider this:

Six starters in Super Bowl LII 
received zero stars coming out 
of high school from the recruiting 
wags, according to SI.com.

Yes, someone made sure they are
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Prepares to strike, in a way
6 Where many leading males may 
be seen?
15 Nocturnal problem, usually
16 Source of some sauce
17 Lets
18 Help
19 Chic modifier
20 Advertisers say it sells

21 Mother of Huey, Dewey and 
Louie
22 Service providers
24 Hall of Fame NHL coach Roger
26 Small power source
27 Paragon
28 Took a shot at
29 Sticks
33 Google goal
34 “Semper Fidelis” composer

35 “I like that!”
36 Encouragement before a shot
39 Millions can play it at once
41 Frequent Greenstreet co-star
42 Olympics competitor since 1896
43 To the extent that
46 Quaint inn room upright
47 Adjust one’s sights
48 Get even with
49 Pic Sans Nom, par exemple
50 Pet identification aid
53 Come up with __
54 Russian Orthodox church feature
55 “Christie Johnstone” novelist
56 Got back to one’s office?
57 Threw wide, say

DOWN
1 Courses around courses
2 Bellini’s “Casta diva,” for one
3 Metropolitan area
4 Muser’s words
5 Nordic carrier
6 Agricultural units
7 Culmination
8 MD’s employee
9 George Washington received an 
honorary one from Harvard U.
10 Prepared
11 Play that inspired an opera
12 Grueling grillings
13 __ Park, Calif.
14 Impala, e.g.
20 Subj. of some “Bossypants” 
chapters
23 Like some timers?
24 Ominous oater symbol
25 “Hairspray” mom
27 Logitech product
29 Transvaal settlers
30 It may have a bell on it
31 Bag lady?
32 Cut
34 Shot contents
37 Maker of AgeDefy products
38 Insulin, for one
39 Preceded
40 Theoretically
42 Lawyer’s charge
43 Defensive covering
44 It flows through Troyes and 
Melun
45 Prima __: self-evident
46 Ostrich, for example
48 iPhone display
51 Agcy. concerned with drug-resis-
tant bacteria
52 In
53 Equals
(c)2017 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BOGGLE ANSWERS  
CUBA  INDIA  CHINA  KENYA  ZAMBIA  ANGOLA  BOLIVIA
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

• In Norse, the name Siri means 
“a beautiful woman that leads you to 
victory.”

• Selenophobia is the fear of the 
moon.

• The average selfie taker is 23.7 
years old.

• In 1978, a student working a mini-
mum wage job could pay for 4 years 
of college with no debt.

• Within the first two months of 

legal marijuana sales in Colorado, 
property crimes decreased by 14 per-
cent, and homicide rates were down 
by 6 percent.

• Junk mail in the U.S. destroys 100 
million trees a year. The equivalent 
of deforesting all of Rocky Mountain 
National Park every four months.

• “Giraffe” is a relatively new term. 
They were known as “Camelopards” 
before the 1600s.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

DID YOU KNOW?
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ing. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Friends and co-workers 

can be a great resource for financial advice in the week 
ahead. Make purchases that require good taste in the 
next two days. Avoid disagreements later in the week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The upcoming week 
provides numerous opportunities to be creative or create 
lasting relationships. Make major purchases and sign 
agreements as early in the week as possible.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Use every oppor-
tunity to clear the air and put relationships on track in the 
first part of the week. By the end of the week, people may 
easily misunderstand your motives or intentions.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Be honest with your-
self as well as others in the week to come. Don’t beat 
around the bush or cover up financial expenditures. Make 
key decisions as soon as possible for next week. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Sweet dreams are 
made of this. You may become more romantic and preoc-
cupied by your inner fantasies as this week unfolds. Use 
your imagination when purchasing tasteful household 
decor.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Embrace what is 
offered. Someone could offer you an incentive to begin a 
new study, to join a team sports program or to travel early 
this week. Every opportunity contains a hidden benefit.

   Bulletin  Horoscope

  History of the World By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Feb. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1878, Thomas Edison received a 
patent for his phonograph. In 1942, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed an executive order giving the 
military the authority to relocate and 
intern Japanese-Americans.

Feb. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1809, the Supreme Court ruled that 
the power of the federal government 
is greater than that of any individual 
state. In 1965, the Ranger 8 space-
craft crashed on the moon after 
sending back thousands of pictures 
of the lunar surface.

Feb. 21: ON THIS DATE in  

1916, the World War I Battle of 
Verdun began in France. In 1947, 
Edwin H. Land demonstrated his 
Polaroid Land camera, which could 
produce a black-and-white photo-
graph in 60 seconds.

Feb. 22: ON THIS DATE in 
1879, Frank Woolworth opened 
a five-cent store in Utica, N.Y. In 
1924, Calvin Coolidge delivered the 
first presidential radio broadcast 
from the White House.

Feb. 23: ON THIS DATE in 
1836, the siege of the Alamo began 
in San Antonio, Texas. In 1861, 
President-elect Lincoln arrived 

secretly in Washington to take 
office, an assassination plot having 
been foiled in Baltimore.

Feb. 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1868, the House of Representa-
tives impeached President Andrew 
Johnson after his attempt to 
dismiss Secretary of War Edwin M. 
Stanton; the Senate later acquit-
ted Johnson. In 1920, a fledgling 
German political party held its first 
meeting of importance in Munich; it 
became known as the Nazi Party, 
and its chief spokesman was Adolf 
Hitler.

Feb. 25: ON THIS DATE 
in 1836, inventor Samuel Colt 
patented his revolver. In 1950, the 
comedy-variety program “Your 
Show of Shows,” starring Sid 
Caesar, Imogene Coca and Carl 
Reiner debuted on NBC-TV.

Answer to last week’s 
question: This week in 1962, 
John Glenn became the first Ameri-
can astronaut to orbit the Earth.

This week’s question: In 
1972, sculptured figures were 
completed on a mountainside in 
Stone Mountain, Ga. Whom did 
they represent?

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You might prefer to 
be a trail blazer and doer of daring deeds, but in the 
week ahead you are more likely to earn disapproval for 
your efforts. Maintain a low profile and steer clear of 
disputes.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Speak calmly and 
clearly, and then people will listen to what you say. 
During the week ahead, you can improve your reputa-
tion and engender good will by encouraging teamwork.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t hide the truth or 
obscure the facts. Overcome obstacles and objections 
by holding honest discussions. Emphasize the mutual 
benefits rather than pointing out the weaknesses this 
week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You might take pride 
in good heart-keeping rather than good housekeeping 
in the week ahead. Put your best efforts into mending 
fences and head off misunderstandings in advance.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t fall prey to wishful 
thinking as this week unfolds. Don’t ignore the people 
who support and appreciate you even if you think you 
can do better elsewhere. Be romantic, not gullible.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Your artistic and 
creative side might begin to bloom during the week 
ahead. Your job might entail some handicrafts or using 
your imagination. Learn to do something that is inspir- Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ANNOY  VERGE  SCORCH  HAIRDO
Answer: The poetry-writing prison inmates -- CON-VERSED

DID YOU KNOW?
• The original Legend of Zelda was the first console game with the ability 

to save your progress.
• In 2013, a dad in China hired gamers to kill his son in video games so 

the son would start looking for a job and get a life.
• The script of “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off” took just 6 days to write.
• Spandex’ is an anagram for ‘expands.’
• The U.S. Army uses 1.5 billion rounds of ammunition a year; Call of Duty 

players use 1.5 billion rounds every 17 hours.
• Left-handed people process things faster than righties while playing 

computer games or sports.
• Attempting to convince parents to vaccinate their children actually 

decreases the number of parents who vaccinate, according to a study.
• Costco sells about 60,000,000 rotisserie chickens every year.
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