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Backstage at the 
Sochi Olympics

Who is really 
paying for 
Olympics? By John Toth

Editor and Publisher
A lot of the Winter Olympics in 

Sochi, Russia, is pretty boring from 
where I stand. I’m not much of a 
skiing person, and I don’t get that 
excited when a figure skater does 
a triple lutz.

I don’t care to watch speed skat-
ing, and it makes no difference to 
me who wins the curling competi-
tion.

Although 
curling could 
be interesting 
if I could stay 
awake while 
watching it.

What 
interests 
me are the 
behind-the-
scenes stories that tend to lag in 
the mainstream media. 

For example, not too much 
attention has been given to the fact 
that this is the 20th anniversary of 
Tonya Harding’s decision to hire 
some goons and whack Nancy 
Kerrigan in the right knee with a 
crowbar after a practice at the U.S. 
Figure Skating Championships in 
Detroit.

Kerrigan was forced to drop out 
of the national championships, and 
Harding won. Kerrigan rehabilitated 
the knee and competed at the 
1994 Olympics against Harding in 
Lillehammer.

On Feb. 23, the night of the 
Olympic short program, 48.5 per-
cent of the nation tuned in to see 
the drama. It was the sixth-highest- 
rated TV show of all time.

Were it not for the knee-bash-
ing incident, none of us would 
remember much about these two. 
Olympic athletes tend to get their 
15 minutes of fame and go away 
for another four years, if they return 
at all.

But hey, that’s 15 more minutes 
of fame than you’ll or I’ll get, and 

ROUNDABOUT

A stray dog lounges inside Olympic Park at the Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia,

By Sergei L. Loiko
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

SOCHI, Russia — Half a mile away, 
thousands of people waved flags, 
held balloons and cheered Thursday 
as the Olympic torch passed by. Nina 
Toromonyan stood in the gray rubble 
that remains of her home and cried.

She recalled her elation in 2007 
when her city was selected to host 
this year’s Olympic Winter Games. 
She imagined that wonderful things 
were coming. She didn’t think that riot 
police would throw 13 family mem-
bers out of their three-story home 
to make way for a new highway two 
miles away. The compensation they 
received wasn’t enough to re-estab-
lish themselves, she said.

“There is nothing I hate so much 
as these Olympic Games, which 
made me and my family a miserable 
bunch of bums,” said the small, frail 
63-year-old.

Yuri Maryan, head of Sochi’s non-
governmental anti-corruption coalition, 
said dozens of people suffered similar 
fates in the years leading to the 
Olympics, which open Friday. Legisla-
tion known as Law 301 allowed the 
seizure and demolition of privately 
owned plots of land and buildings in 
preparation for the Games. It never 
took into account the consequences 
for people living in Sochi, he said.

“It was a very Soviet way of doing 

The
woof, woof 

Olympics

N.J. Gov. Christie doesn’t play all that well in Texas
By Mark Z. Barabak
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

For the first time in two decades, 
Texas is electing a new governor, 
making the contest — featuring 
liberal heroine Wendy Davis — one 
of the marquee races of this elec-
tion year.

That alone would be good 
reason for New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie, head of the GOP’s guber-
natorial campaign arm, to drop by 
the Lone Star State. There’s also 
this: Texas is a deeply red bastion 
bursting with fat cats slinging fat 
wallets who could serve Christie 
well in a prospective 2016 bid for 
president.

Indeed, Christie’s chairmanship 
of the Republican Governors Asso-
ciation, with its network-building, 
chit-gathering capacity, was one 
of the reasons some installed him 
as an early favorite for the GOP 

nomination, following his smashing 
re-election victory in November.

But that, of course, was before the 
George Washington Bridge scandal 
drove Christie’s White House ambi-
tions into a ditch.

The governor was in Texas on 
Thursday, raising money for the 
RGA, and the nature of his visit 
demonstrated everything that need 
be said about the current state of 
his political disunion. The events 
in Dallas and Fort Worth were held 
behind closed doors, with no news 
coverage allowed. The state’s 
presumptive GOP gubernatorial 
nominee, Attorney General Greg 
Abbott, chose to be elsewhere 
during Christie’s visit, as did outgo-
ing Republican Gov. Rick Perry.

The Texas jaunt follows a Christie 
trip last month to Florida, where 
Republican Gov. Rick Scott, locked 
in a tough re-election fight, sneaked 
into a similar fundraiser through 
a back entrance rather than have 
his picture taken alongside New 
Jersey’s scandal-stricken governor. 
Out of sight, as it were, if not out of 

(Continued on page 8)
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YES, THE HONESTY THING MIGHT BE A PROBLEM: A man stole 
laptops and other valuable equipment from the engineering company he 
worked for in Holditch, England, and sold the stuff on eBay over a four-year 
period. He was caught after a company investigation turned up people who 
bought the goods and identified him as the culprit. After sentencing him to 
16 months in jail, the judge said, “He is going to find it very difficult to find 
employment in the future.”

ON SECOND THOUGHT …: Two men, wearing ski masks, walked into a 
Seattle liquor store to rob the place. When the clerk noticed that they were 
brandishing a toy gun, he reached for his gun, which is real. They exited 
hastily.

THE FINEST IN AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY: Aboriginal rangers set up a 
motion-sensor camera in a gorge along Australia’s Margaret River to film 
fresh-water crocodiles, but it disappeared soon after. They found it 80 miles 
away, and saw that a young sea eagle had stolen it, providing exciting film of 
his journey. The Gooniyandi rangers say that cameras will be bolted down in 
the future.

ANY QUESTIONS, PUNK!? A burglar broke into a woman’s home in 
Hemet, Calif., and tried to steal the watch on her wrist as she slept. Turns 
out, the lady was an ax-throwing competitor. She woke up, grabbed an ax, 
and showed him she meant business. He fled, but was arrested nearby. She 
issued a warning to any future burglars: “If you’re in my house, you’re not 
walking out.”

BITTER!? NO!? WHAT MAKES YOU THINK I’M BITTER? A man who 
is no longer engaged to his fiance has posted an ad to sell her engagement 
ring. The ad says the ring had belonged to “Satan herself,” and if it doesn’t 
sell by Christmas, he will throw it “into the fires of Mordor.” Asking price: 
$1,800.

IT WAS GOOD FOR ME; WAS IT GOOD FOR YOU? After a night of 
heavy drinking, a man broke into the apartment where he had lived with his 
old girlfriend in Liverpool, England in order to have relations with another 
woman. Court records indicate that the two were so “carried away with the 
intensity of physical relations” that they broke the bed and tore the drapes 
from the windows. The landlady spotted the man in the window afterwards 
smoking a cigarette.

SO WE’LL KNOW HIM WHEN WE SEE HIM: A woman said a man stole 
her iPhone from her car while she was getting gas from a service station 
in Houston. The thief has been using the phone to take pictures of himself 
and his family, and they have been showing up in her computer, which is 
synched to her phone. She has turned the pictures over to the police.

THE TRICK IS TO THINK LIKE A CRIMINAL: Two men robbed several 
banks around Portland, Ore., so police launched an investigation across a 
wide area focusing on where the robbers might hit next. While detectives 
were speaking to officials about this in a bank in Wood Village, the two 
showed up to strike again. They tried to run, but to no avail.

NBC hopes to win revenue gold with Olympic games
By Meg James
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The lighting of the Olympic flame 
in Russia launched a nearly $900 
million bet by U.S. advertisers 
that this year’s Winter Games will 
become a feel-good event for televi-
sion audiences.

Leading up to the opening of the 
XXII Olympic Winter Games, most of 
the attention centered on difficulties 
— and not the athletes.

The Sochi athletic competitions 
unfolded against a backdrop of 
threats of terrorist attacks, allega-
tions of corruption, tense U.S.-Russia 
relations and protests over Russia’s 
controversial anti-gay laws.

Still, U.S. advertisers have been 
undeterred. No major advertiser 
canceled its order for commercial 
time during NBCUniversal’s unprec-
edented 1,539 hours of coverage of 
the Games.

In fact, marketing experts said 
the controversies could help pique 
viewers’ interest, which in turn should 
drive TV ratings — at least during the 
initial days.

“There is an intrigue surround-
ing the Games and where they are 

occurring in Russia,” Sam Sussman, 
a senior vice president of Chicago-
based Starcom USA, which plans ad 
campaigns for Kellogg’s, Best Buy 
and Hallmark among others. “When 
there are additional story lines, it 
helps to drive viewership.”

Much is on the line for NBC 
Universal and its parent company, 
Comcast Corp., which more than 
two years ago agreed to pay $4.38 
billion to lock up the U.S. rights to the 
Olympics through 2020.

For the Sochi Winter Olympics, 
NBCUniversal is shelling out $775 
million for U.S. media rights. The 
company expects to spend at least 
$100 million more to produce the 17-
day extravaganza — a price tag that 
includes the cost of sending 2,300 
staff members to Russia to provide 
coverage of the Games as well as 
efforts to keep them secure.

“The controversies surrounding 
the Olympics have been documented 
for a long time, and advertisers 
knew what they were getting into,” 
said Dan Cohn, client director for 
the ad-buying firm Initiative, which 
represents Miller/Coors, Hyundai and 
USAA Financial. “Still, the Olympics 
continue to be a great platform to get 
your messages across during those 
17 days.”

“Our ad sales are at an all-time 
record for Winter Games,” Comcast 
Chief Executive Brian Roberts said.

That is a welcome change for 
NBCUniversal, which lost $223 
million on its investment in the 2010 
Vancouver Olympics. Despite a 
picturesque and friendly venue and a 
time zone compatible with the west-
ern half of the U.S., the Vancouver 
Games unfolded during a dip in ad 
spending after the Great Recession.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

E-mail your community announcements to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. We run all e-mailed notices, but do 

not accept faxed notices or notices sent by regular mail. Email 
photos as is. We’ll convert them here for publication.

     FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Q.  Mulling the subject of world-

wide hunger, what are a few factoids 
that are truly food for thought?

A.  Hunger pangs don’t take long 
to kick in; just a few hours without 
food and tummy rumbling is likely to 
begin, says Tasha Eichenseher in 
“Discover” magazine.  Go a few days 
into a fast, and your body will start 
feeding on its own proteins--i.e., your 
stomach starts eating itself.  

Two billion people worldwide eat 
beetles, wasps, worms and other 
bugs for protein.  Yet according to the 
U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment, nearly one billion people will 
go to bed hungry tonight, 200 million 
of them children.

Extreme malnutrition, or kwashi-
orkor, can cause an extended belly 
as well as swelling of the liver, with 
the number one cause of death from 
starvation being heart failure.  Some 
years ago, 10 fasting imprisoned 
members of the Irish Republican 
and Irish National Liberation armies 
lasted 46 to 73 days before dying of 
starvation.  

On the other hand, various animal 
studies have suggested reduced 
calorie intake can cut rates for 
cancer and other diseases and will 
prolong life.  “So much for an appe-
tite for life!”

 WHAT ARE THE CHANCES?
Q.  Roughly how small are we 

humans at the very start of things?
A.  The wondrous, natural process 

of reproducing ourselves starts when 
a woman’s ovary releases a mature 
egg, a cell roughly the size of the 
period at the end of this sentence, 
says David G. Myers in “Exploring 
Psychology:  Ninth Edition.”  “Like 
space voyagers approaching a huge 
planet,” the 200+ million deposited 

sperm race upstream to a cell 85,000 
times bigger, where the few reaching 
the egg release digestive enzymes 
that dissolve its protective coating.  
After the one penetrating sperm is 
“welcomed in,” the egg’s surface now 
blocks out the others.  Half a day 
later, the two have become one.

And thus was formed the ONE 
that became “you” and each of us.  
Yet, as Myers puts it, “if any one of 
your ancestors had been conceived 
with a different sperm or egg, or died 
before conceiving, or not chanced 
to meet the partner or...  The mind 
boggles at the improbable, unbroken 
chain of events that produced you 
and me.”

   THE ORIGIN OF HICKUP
Q.  The laboratory cat is readied, 

an electrical impulse is applied to a 
patch of tissue in its brain stem, and 
then – hiccup!  Like the cat, many 
other mammals share our hiccup 
reflex, with a sharp intake of air 
followed by the glottis at the back 
of the throat closing off the airway.  
How annoying!  Now you wonder, 
what evolutionary ancestor should 
you blame?

A.  Try the tadpole, suggests 
University of Chicago paleontologist 
Neil Shubin in “Your Inner Fish:  A 
Journey into the 3.5-Billion-Year 
History of the Human Body.”  The 
“pattern generator” brain stem tissue 
evolved more than 400 million years 
ago in fish to control under-water 
(gill) breathing and was gradually 
co-opted for air breathing by land 
animals.

But the neural circuitry is prone 
to spasms, or short circuits, that 
rekindle ancient vestigial behavior.  
With  both gills and lungs, tadpoles 
use the glottis-closing hiccup pattern 
generator when they breathe with 
gills to prevent water from entering 
their lungs.

 “Gill breathing in tadpoles can be 
blocked by carbon dioxide, just like 
our hiccups” -- think of breathing into 
a paper bag.  “We can also block gill 
breathing by stretching the wall of 
the chest, just as we can stop hic-
cups by inhaling deeply and holding 
our breath.  Perhaps we could even 
block gill breathing in tadpoles by 
having them drink a glass of water 
upside down.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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The Galveston County Community Action Council has been awarded funds from 
the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) in the amount of 
$1,940,281 to assist low-income families, under its Comprehensive Energy Assistance 
Program (CEAP).  These funds are to be used in the counties of Galveston, Brazoria, 
Fort Bend and Wharton.  

Priority will be given to the elderly, to persons with disabilities, to households with 
young children under the age of six, to households with a high-energy burden, and to 
households with a high-energy consumption. The household must not exceed 125% of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Federal Poverty Income Guidelines, 
published in the Federal Register.

In addition to the CEAP funds, Galveston County Community Action Council may be 
able to assist individuals and families with other basic needs such as providing case 
management services to help families and/or individuals become self-sufficient, energy 
conservation education as well as budget counseling.

Contact the Community Action office nearest you to schedule an appointment for assis-
tance:

Galveston County............409-762-8418 (Galveston) or 409-941-0650 (Texas City)
Brazoria County...............979-849-2928
Fort Bend County.............281-342-3012
Wharton County...............979-543-1561 or 979-532-8222

Community Action – Helping People, Changing Lives.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate 
of John D. Bird, Deceased, were issued on January 16, 2014, in Cause No. 
PR034679, pending in the County Court at Law No. 2, Brazoria County, Texas, 
to: Linda Sue Bird Ogden.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.

c/o: Victor A. Sturm
Attorney at Law 
2420 S. Grand Blvd.
Pearland, Texas 77581

DATED the 11th day of February, 2014
By:/s/Victor A. Sturm

Attorney for Linda Sue Bird Ogden
State Bar No: 19451500

2420 S. Grand Blvd.
Pearland, Texas 77581

Telephone: (281) 485-2011
Facsimile: (281) 485-5730

E-mail: victor@sturmlawfirm.com

Russians detain 5,000 cups of Chobani Greek yogurt
By Ricardo Lopez
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Team USA may not be getting 
its Chobani Greek yogurt any time 
soon as a shipment containing 5,000 
cups of the protein-packed snack is 
snagged in a trade dispute between 
U.S. and Russian authorities.

While some athletes appear to be 
shrugging off the lack of Chobani, the 
conflict has become a punch line of 
late night television, and Sen. Charles 
Schumer, D-N.Y., is calling on Russian 
authorities to free the “yogurt trapped 
in a holding pattern at Newark Airport” 
in New Jersey.

Russian customs officials said 
the shipment doesn’t contain the 

necessary paperwork to allow them to 
accept the yogurt. Schumer, however, 
said the customs certificate required 
is “unreasonable,” especially since the 
product will be consumed only by U.S. 
citizens.

Political satirist Stephen Colbert on 
Thursday mocked the so-called yogurt 
blockade. “Yes, our athletes’ yogurt is 
being embargoed—but only because 
the Russians want to protect traditional 
family values,” he said, a reference to 
Russia’s law that prohibits propaganda 
of “non-traditional sexual relations.”

As Colbert puts it, “It’s no secret that 
yogurt is the gayest dairy product. First 
of all, it’s Greek style. It longs to be in 
the mouth of John Stamos [spokes-

man for a competing brand of Greek 
yogurt]. And, need I mention, fruit on 
the bottom?”

Late night television cracks aside, 
the Russian Embassy issued a state-
ment criticizing the political tones that 
the yogurt blockade has taken and 
blamed the U.S. for not securing the 
necessary customs clearance.

Chobani, the New York-based com-
pany, said it appreciates Schumer’s 
efforts to complete the delivery of its 
products.

“This is a time when the focus 
should be on our athletes, so we’re 
just trying to do right by them in getting 
food they enjoy from home,” a spokes-
man said.
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With crowds screaming in the Brazosport College Dow Academic Center and 
people two-stepping all night long, Brazosport Health Foundation just knew they 
had to invite CLAY WALKER back to Lake Jackson!

 Fast forward to 2014, and Brazosport Health Foundation secured Clay 
Walker for another round of fun and flair! “I am thrilled to be back in Lake Jack-
son and to be helping support such a great cause,” said Clay Walker. “I hope to 
see all of you at the show April 11th.”

 As a true fan favorite with a devoted legion of followers across the country, 
Clay Walker has sold over 11 million albums; had 11 No. 1 hit singles, four RIAA 
Platinum and two Gold certified albums under his belt.

He is currently out supporting his critically acclaimed ninth studio album, “She 
Won’t Be Lonely Long,” and recently returned to the studio to begin working on 
new music for release this year. 

 Besides preparing for the big show in Lake Jackson on April 11, on Feb. 3 
Walker returned as the host of TROPHY HUNTERS TV on the October Chan-
nel. In addition, Walker can be seen in theatres on Feb. 21 for a family-friendly 
drama movie, “Alone, Yet Not Alone.”

Walker also recently released his first self-penned book entitled “Jesus Was 
A Country Boy” (Howard Books/Simon & Schuster).

 Tickets and table sponsorships can be purchased only online at 
www.Brazosport-Health-Foundation.org. The Health Foundation has also 
planned a special Meet and Greet with Clay Walker for 50 of his biggest fans.

Event proceeds will go towards the new Lowrey Emergency Services 
Pavilion at Brazosport Regional Health System. For more information about the 
event, please call (979) 297-6190.

 To get up to date information on Clay Walker, fans can go to 
www.ClayWalker.com.

Clay Walker thrilled to return to Lake Jackson
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things: anything for a noble purpose,” 
Maryan said. “Given the ample cor-
ruption around this theme, the project 
became a disaster for many families.”

Toromonyan said the police 
showed up Oct. 23 wearing black 
masks and armed with Kalashnikovs 
and clubs. They pushed and kicked 
everybody out of the house at 
gunpoint.

One officer dragged Toromonyan’s 
older sister by the hair as she kicked 
and wailed. Toromonyan’s 63-year-
old husband, Karapet, tried to inter-
vene but was clubbed and forced 
to the ground, she said. One of the 
frightened grandchildren, 9-year-old 
Grisha, pleaded with the policemen: 
“Please, don’t shoot, don’t kill us.” 

His mother tried to calm him, saying 
it was just a movie being shot and no 
one would get hurt.

Toromonyan had lived in the 
house since 1970, when she married 
Karapet. She still carries a yellow-
ish piece of paper with a stamp 
indicating the property, slightly more 
than half an acre, was given to her 
father-in-law to honor his bravery in 
the army in World War II. She said 
she had shown the paper repeatedly 
to bureaucrats and judges, but to 
them it was worthless.

Officials and judges decided that 
in accordance with Law 301 the 
house and the land were in the way 
of the new Sochi-Adler highway. 
Adler is the site of Olympic venues. 
It did not matter that the highway 

had already been built before the 
house was demolished, passing a 
good two miles from the house.

Officials saw no violation of the 
law in Toromonyan’s case.

“In accordance with that law, we 
have relocated more than 1,000 
people, and we paid good com-
pensation or offered them other 
housing,” said Sergei Somko, deputy 
chief of the Olympics department of 
the Krasnodar regional administra-
tion. “Very few people complained, 
and when they did, it was up to 
courts to decide what should be 
done. Those houses that were ini-
tially built with violations, or illegally, 
were not entitled to compensations.”

Toromonyan has no proof, but 
thinks that someone with good con-

nections will swoop in and buy the 
plot of land.

The three families, including four 
children, who make up the Torom-
onyan clan received the equivalent 
of $152,000 in compensation. They 
divided it equally but couldn’t buy a 
house for any of the families, who 
now are renting cheap apartments 
in Sochi. Toromonyan, her husband, 
their daughter and granddaughter 
are renting two rooms in an unfin-
ished house down the hill.

Toromonyan comes to the ruins 
every day to feed the family’s dogs 
and cats, which are still there. As 
are the two houses flanking hers; 
officials said those were not in the 
way.

Angela Zilberg, a 42-year-old real 
estate developer, said she also got 
in the way of the Olympic jugger-
naut. Two apartment houses she 
built in central Sochi with the funds 
of more than two dozen families who 
lived in them were demolished in 

October because they did not fit the 
new image of Sochi, she said. Offi-
cials said that both structures, built in 
2010, had code violations.

The police and demolition teams 
arrived in the middle of the day, and 
in a pouring rain, threw all the fur-
niture they could out of the houses 
without waiting through an appeal 
period, Zilberg said.

“When I met personally with the 
judge a few days later, he told me 
privately, ‘They would have rolled 
me into concrete and asphalt if I had 
ruled in your favor,’” Zilberg said. 
“I was initially so naive as I had all 
my documents in order and couldn’t 
believe they would do this with new 
houses. But they falsified some 
documents in court.”

Zilberg and her tenants never 
received any compensation. More 
than that, she was ordered to pay a 
$100,000 fee per apartment house 
for demolition. She has refused to 
pay.

Nina Toromonyan sits on the ruins of her family home in Sochi. Russia passed 
Law No. 301, allowing the government to requisition and demolish homes and 
buildings in the way of the Winter Olympic Games. (Sergei L. Loiko/Los Ange-
les Times/MCT)

(Continued from Page 1)

Who is really paying for the Sochi Olympics? Russians demolished homes to make room for games
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Walk with Jesus more than once a week
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

 Q: You often say something in your column about learning to walk with 
God every day, but what does that mean? I go to church regularly, but I admit 
I often don’t even think about God during the week. - Mrs. F.C.

  A: I notice that you are married; what kind of marriage would you have 
if you saw your husband only one hour a week, and then didn’t even think 
about him the rest of the week? The idea is laughable, because you and 
your husband love each other and are committed to each other, and you 
want to be with each other as much as possible.

  And yet this is the way many people (perhaps including you) deal with 
God - as someone they occasionally visit, but not as a close friend they want 
to be with every day. But that is exactly what He wants to be - and once we 
discover this, it will change our lives. He loves us, and He wants us to love 
Him in return. Jesus said, “I have called you friends” (John 15:15).

  How is this possible? It is possible because Jesus Christ is not dead; 
He is alive! And when we repent of our sins and commit our lives to Him, He 
comes to live within us by His Holy Spirit. From that moment on, we have a 
personal relationship with Him that will never end.

  But like any other relationship, it needs to be nurtured and cultivated. 
As we pray . . . as we read and hear the Bible . . . as we have fellowship 
with other believers, our faith is strengthened and we know Christ is with us. 
Don’t be satisfied with a once-a-week faith, but ask Christ to come into your 
heart and life today - and He will.

Brazoria Lions 
Club Semi-Annual 
Garage Sale Set

The Brazoria Lions Club will hold 
the Spring version of its semi-annual 
Garage Sale at the American Legion 
Hall and Pavilion on F.M. 521 across 
the street from Stewart’s Grocery in 
Brazoria.

 Set-up for the event will take place 
Wednesday and Thursday, March 19 
and 20 from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Dona-
tions for the sale will be accepted 
during this time – or sooner.

This year, the sale features lots of 
apartment furniture and small electric 
appliances, such as microwave 
ovens. The sale runs Friday, March 
21, from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. through Sat-
urday, March 22 from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Volunteers wishing to help with 
the set up or sale will be welcomed. 
Proceeds of the event benefit the 
Brazoria Library and other Brazoria 
Lions Club community projects.

For more information, call Lion 
Scotty McCaskill at (979) 798-7069.

Auditions on tap for BC 
Drama Department’s 
‘Death of a Salesman’ 

The Brazosport College Drama 
Department is calling for auditions for 
its latest production, Arthur Miller’s 
“Death of a Salesman.”

Audition dates are scheduled for 2 
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 16, and 7 p.m. 
on Monday, Feb. 17 and Tuesday, 
Feb. 18. Auditions will be held in 
room G-207 on the Brazosport Col-
lege campus.

Show dates are April 24-26 and 
May 1-3. For more information, call 
(979) 230-3271 or (979) 230-3505.

The Clarion at Brazosport College will showcase the rich heritage of 
Ireland on Feb. 22 with a stunning performance of Celtic Nights.

Drawn from the history and folklore of Ireland and her Celtic cousins, 
Celtic Nights will bring the audience on a stunning musical journey of a 
people leaving and arriving. Telling the tail of emigration and how people’s 
lives would be spent in a world of traveling by rail, horses and ships.

The show Celtic Nights will bring you on this journey every second to a 
different place, filling you with laughter, sadness, melancholy, a sense of who 
we are and who our children will grow up to be. Passing the mantle of the 
legacy of their forefathers through music, song, dance and storytelling with 
pride and passion.

Celtic Nights will capture the essence of a great people from a small 
Island and their journey of hope and desire. Beautiful imagery and costumes 
will enhance the experience.

Celtic Nights is sponsored by Gordon & Nancy Wollam and Danny & 
Robyn Cochran. The performance begins at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $35 for 
adults, $30 for seniors and Brazosport College employees and $10 for 
students and children. For more information or to purchase tickets, call The 
Clarion box office at (979) 230.3156 or visit clarion.brazosport.edu. To learn 
more about Celtic Nights, visit w.celticnights.ie.

Irish culture featured at Celtic NightsFewer seniors living in poverty today, according to study
Akron Beacon Journal (MCT)

AKRON, Ohio — Fifty years after 
President Lyndon Johnson declared 
the War on Poverty, at least one 
group of Americans is much better off 
today: senior citizens.

The percentage of seniors nation-
wide living below the poverty line 
has plummeted from 27 percent to 9 
percent today, according to a Beacon 
Journal analysis of census data.

“That is a success story,” said 

Harvey Sterns, director of the Institute 
for Life-Span Development and Ger-
ontology at the University of Akron.

The sharp decline has occurred 
at the same time that the elderly 
population — defined as age 65 or 
older — has more than doubled in the 
country to 40.6 million people.

Today, there are 3.7 million seniors 
living in poverty, compared with 
5.2 million in 1969, when the 1970 
census was conducted.

The reasons are pretty simple, 
experts say: It’s a combination of 
Social Security, pensions, 401(k) 
programs and Medicare that has kept 
more elderly people from slipping into 
poverty.

Seniors also can continue working 
if they want today, as there are more 
nonlabor-intensive jobs available than 
decades ago.

However, the Kaiser Family 
Foundation released a report last year 
saying the 9 percent poverty figure is 
too rosy.
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mind.
The facts surrounding the bridge 

scandal are in dispute and subject 
to multiple investigations. It is clear 
that Christie’s aides manufactured 
several epic traffic jams leading to the 
bridge after the Democratic mayor of 
nearby Fort Lee refused to endorse 
the governor for a second term. 
Christie has adamantly insisted he 
had nothing whatever to do with the 
perceived payback and said he fired 
two aides aware of the plan as soon 
as he learned of their actions.

Steadily, however, new revela-
tions have kept the scandal very 
much alive, feeding the cravings of 
a ravenous New York-New Jersey 
media. (Would there be half as much 
coverage if Christie were governor of, 
say, Nebraska?)

The latest drip-drip came Jan. 31 
when an attorney for David Wildstein, 
Christie’s former schoolmate and 
appointee to the bridge-tending Port 
Authority, said “evidence exists” to 
contradict Christie’s assertions of 
innocence. It was not clear what 
that evidence is; pressing for legal 
immunity and payment of his legal 
bills, Wildstein has every incentive to 
dramatize his claims.

But true or not, the cover-up 
allegations are hardly helping Christie 
as he eyes a 2016 presidential run. 

“Even if it turns out not to be true,” 
said New Jersey pollster Patrick 
Murray, “there are significant conse-
quences just to having those charges 
sitting out there.”

Such as having the word “bridge” 
in the first paragraph of every 
account of every trip Christie makes 
out of state.

Or making Christie a public per-
sona non grata within his own party 
at the very moment he’s trying to 
raise his national profile and lay the 
foundations for a 2016 run.

Surely this is not the way Christie 
and his strategists envisioned his 
presidential campaign rollout, sneak-
ing in and out of events to avoid the 
probing of reporters or photographing 
of fellow Republicans in unhappily 
close proximity. Even the Texas 
Republican Party was kept out of the 
loop about Christie’s comings and 
goings Thursday.

“We had no idea he was coming 
into the state,” said state GOP Chair-

man Steve Munisteri. “They made no 
effort to contact us, no effort to reach 
out to grass-roots leaders, no effort to 
reach out to party leaders.

“To me, he doesn’t seem to have 
any desire to build bridges with the 
Texas party,” Munisteri added. “Of 
course, he may want to be staying 
away from bridges right now.”

It was wildly premature to install 
Christie as the GOP front-runner, and 
it is just as premature now to write off 
his presidential chances.

But a White House campaign 
cannot be run like a stealth military 
operation.

 At some point, to seriously vie for 
his party’s nomination, Christie will 
have to step out from behind those 
closed doors, face the scrutiny of 
reporters and show that members 
of his own party want more than just 
the money he can raise for them in 
private.

Presumably he’ll cross that bridge 
when he comes to it.

(Continued from Page 1)

N.J. Gov. Christie doesn’t play all that well in Texas

U.S. to ban most commercial trade of elephant ivory
Tribune Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — The Obama administration said it would ban commercial 

trade of elephant ivory by prohibiting its import, export and resale within the 
United States, with a few exceptions.

The steps are part of a broad effort announced by the White House to stem 
a global boom in wildlife trafficking that threatens species such as the African 
elephant and the rhinoceros with extinction.
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Struggling whooping crane population loses three to gunfire in Louisiana; others shot
By Paresh Dave
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

North America’s tallest bird, with 
a population of about 600, has lost 
three adults to gunfire in recent 
months, “senselessly” undercutting 
plans to breed a thriving population 
of the radiant white whooping crane, 
wildlife authorities say.

Decades of research and millions 
of dollars have been spent by gov-
ernment and private organizations to 
revive the species, whose population 
shrank to 23 in 1954, according to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The deaths of the whooping 
cranes in Kentucky and Louisiana 
bring the number of intentional kill-
ings of the endangered birds to at 
least 19 since 2001. That exceeds 
the average number of cranes — 13 
— released into the wild each year 

by conservationists, according to 
Operation Migration.

“It’s a huge loss in terms of 
finances, safeguarding the species, 
breeding potential and emotion for 
the teams who have been work-
ing with the birds,” Joe Duff, the 
organization’s co-founder and chief 
executive, said.

Recently, two cranes were found 
shot in southwestern Louisiana, state 
officials said. The 3-year-old female 
crane died. A 4-year-old male, who 
according to X-rays, suffered two 
bone fractures on a wing., underwent 
surgery  at Louisiana State Univer-
sity.

“There is a high risk of infection 
because the fractures are open, but 
the bird recovered well from anes-
thesia after the radiographs today,” 
Ginger Suttner, spokeswoman for the 

school of veterinary medicine, said.
The pair were the oldest pair 

among 33 whooping cranes in 
Louisiana. The birds, which had 
been tagged and were monitored by 
Louisiana officials, were expected to 
produce a chick in a few years.

“It’s a devastating setback and 
such a senseless act,” said Robert 
Love, Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries administrator. “Don’t shoot 
big white birds. It’s that simple.”

The 5-foot-tall birds, who typically 
live for at least two decades, neared 
extinction in the early 20th century. 
Today’s 600 whooping cranes are 
spread among three main flocks in 
North America.

In 2011, Louisiana joined pro-
grams to revive its native whooping 

crane population, once the nation’s 
largest. Officials said they would offer 
a $1,000 reward for information lead-
ing to an arrest in Friday’s shootings.

Three other Louisiana cranes have 
been killed in the last two years. Two 
minors were arrested in one case, 
but whether they were prosecuted is 
unclear because the juvenile records 
are sealed.
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they worked their rears off all their 
lives to get there. When we were 
out partying in our youth, they were 
practicing that triple lutz.

No matter what comes out of the 
Sochi Olympics, short of terrorism, 
the following are some of the lasting 
memories that will be around much 
longer than who won a bronze in the 
skiatholon.

Sochi is a seaside resort that 
has a stray dog population that was 
largely ignored until shortly before the 
world’s eyes focused on the city.

The locals didn’t care much. They 
feed the strays. From the photos I 
saw on Twitter, most of those dogs 
have not missed many meals. They 
are all over the place, or were until 
the Russian government decided to 
shoot them, hundreds of them.

That didn’t sit well with the dog-
crazy West, so the Russians hired a 
company to capture and poison the 
dogs at $25 per dog.

As soon as the press arrived, the 
dogs took center stage. They couldn’t 
be poisoned fast enough, and 
showed up in many of the photos. 
Stories of them being exterminated 
didn’t go over well in the eyes of the 
Western world.

When most people forget all about 

who won and lost in these Olympics, 
they will remember the dogs of Sochi.

If the dogs were not enough nega-
tive publicity, the press had a field 
day with the lousy accommodations. 
Dozens of photos of poor construc-
tion, unfinished rooms, no water, 
heat, electricity, to mention a few, 
were posted on Twitter.

The poorly worded English signs 
were a blast, another example how 
the Russians are no good at paying 
attention to detail.

Then, of course, there was the 
side-by-side toilet. That picture made 
its way around the world a few times.

The Russians stumbled with 
damage control. They said that the 
reporters tore up the rooms. They 
also said that there are no gays in 
Sochi. That’s when the reporters 
started interviewing patrons of a gay 
bar ... in Sochi.

Note to Putin: Rule No. 1 when it 
comes to throwing a big event like 
the Olympics is to treat reporters like 
royalty. Keep the adult beverages 
flowing, and they’ll be more likely to 
write nice things about you. (That 
should not be much of a problem in 
Russia, the adult beferages.)

Rule No. 2: Don’t throw families out 
of their homes to make room for the 
Olympics. Find a way to work things 

out without strong-arming them. By 
keeping them happy, they say nice 
things about you to the foreign press, 
rather than complain about how the 
government bulldozed their homes.

Long after the lights go out on 
Sochi, and Olympic Village becomes 
just another pile of Olympic rubble, 
people will be talking about the dogs, 
homes being lost, lousy accommoda-
tions, and the dumb explanations by 

officials, who are not at all PR-savvy.
And, they will be talking about the 

four Olympic rings and one BP sign 
during opening ceremonies, and how 
the Russian TV showed five rings 
and no malfunction.

The guy who worked the rings that 
night is now in Siberia. Not really, but 
it is funny.

To get the best stories from the 
Olympics, Twitter #olympicfail, 

#olympic problems or #olympic-
games. Don’t wait for NBC. Their 
reporters have running water in their 
rooms.

They’ll be talking about one more 
thing: The Russian Police Choir. Its 
performance of “Get Lucky” went 
viral on the Internet. It’s just a matter 
of time before they have a Top 40 hit 
in the U.S.

You read it here first.

(Continued from Page 1)

Tweets and stories you may not have caught on NBC reveal the full story of Sochi Olympics

Could spaceships be built with artificial ‘bone’?
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — How do you make a light, low-density material without 
compromising its strength? It’s a conundrum that has plagued engineers and 
builders looking for tough, durable materials that don’t weigh them down.

Now, using a high-tech 3D printer, scientists in Germany have created a light-
weight but very strong material inspired by the intricate microscopic architecture 
of living tissue — our own bones. The research, published in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences, could pave the way for future super-light 
materials that could be used in microfluidics devices or to make lighter (and 
thus cheaper) spacecraft.

“It’s a long-standing aim in engineering to create new materials which are 
even lighter and stronger, (but) there’s some kind of limit reached with standard 
materials,” said lead author Jens Bauer, a mechanical engineer at the Karlsruhe 
Institute of Technology. “Now we have to figure out how we can go further 
— and one idea is to do it like nature does.”

Industrial materials like steel are often solid and thus very dense and heavy 
— which is a drawback if you’re trying to make something strong but light (like a 
plane). Even though experts have managed to make artificial ‘cellular’ materials 
like aluminum foam, which is full of air pockets and thus much lighter than a 
solid hunk of metal, there’s a trade-off — the porous metal is much weaker than 
solid metal would be. It’s not easy to engineer strong materials less dense than 
water (which is about 1,000 kilograms per cubic meter).

Wood and bone don’t seem to have this problem. These living tissues, natu-
ral cellular materials, are porous but still very strong — and it’s because of how 
the air pockets are arranged. In metal foam, the air bubbles are random, and so 
is the structure.
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By Jay Bobbin
Tribune Content Agency

“GAME OF THRONES: THE COMPLETE THIRD SEASON”: The power 
struggle among the Seven Kingdoms continues, with various forces contend-
ing to assume ultimate rule. Diana Rigg, Ciaran Hinds and Thomas Brodie-
Sangster are among those joining a cast that includes Peter Dinklage, Lena 
Headey, Emilia Clarke, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, Iain Glen and Richard Madden. 
DVD extras: four “making-of” documentaries; audio commentary by cast and 
crew; deleted and extended scenes. **** (Not rated: AS, N, P, GV) (Also on 
Blu-ray)

“BATTLESTAR GALACTICA: THE COMPLETE EPIC SERIES”: The late-
1970s show that started the franchise gets a home video re-launch, with Lorne 
Greene as Commander Adama, leader of a spaceship fleet transporting the 
last remnants of mankind. Lt. Starbuck was a man in this first version, played 
by Dirk Benedict, and Richard Hatch also stars as Adama’s son, Captain 
Apollo. Jane Seymour has a featured role early in the show. *** (Not rated: V)

“HELLBENDERS”: The recent “Thor” movies have helped the notion of a 
Norseman’s visit to contemporary America be accepted, but whereas that one 
was pretty benevolent, the one in the case of this horror tale has no reserva-
tions about destroying New York. That calls a fraternity of offbeat clergymen 
into action, since they may be the only ones capable of vanquishing the villain. 
Stars include Clancy Brown, Clifton Collins Jr. and Dan Fogler. DVD extras: 
two “making-of” documentaries; audio commentary by writer-director J.T. 
Petty. ** (R: AS, P, GV) (Also on Blu-ray)

Videoview
STARTING THIS WEEK
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Look for us on 
Facebook

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are at 
Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. 
Why not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care? 
Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the 
pet population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill 
out an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Feb. 17: ON THIS DATE in 1947, 
the “Voice of America” began broad-
casting to the Soviet Union. In 1972, 
President Nixon departed Washing-
ton on his historic trip to China.

Feb. 18: ON THIS DATE in 1885, 
Mark Twain’s “The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn” was published. In 
1979, snow fell in the Sahara Desert 
for the first time in recorded history.

Feb. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1878, Thomas Edison received a 
patent for his phonograph. In 1942, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed an executive order giving 
the military authority to relocate and 
intern Japanese-Americans.

Feb. 20: ON THIS DATE in 1809, 
the Supreme Court ruled that the 
power of the federal government is 
greater than that of any individual 
state. In 1965, the Ranger 8 space-
craft crashed into the moon after 
sending back thousands of pictures 
of the lunar surface.

Feb. 21: ON THIS DATE in 1916, 
the World War I Battle of Verdun 
began in France; it resulted in 1 
million casualties. In 1947, Edwin 
H. Land demonstrated his Polaroid 
Land camera, which could produce 
a black-and-white photograph in 60 
seconds.

Feb. 22: ON THIS DATE in 1879, 
Frank Winfield Woolworth opened a 
five-cent store in Utica, N.Y. In 1924, 
Calvin Coolidge delivered the first 
presidential radio broadcast from 
the White House.

Feb. 23: ON THIS DATE in 1836, 
the siege of the Alamo began in San 
Antonio, Texas. In 1861, President-
elect Lincoln arrived secretly in 
Washington to take office after an 
assassination plot was foiled in 
Baltimore. In 1954, the first mass 
inoculation of children with the Salk 
polio vaccine began in Pittsburgh.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1807, former Vice 
President Aaron Burr was arrested 
in Alabama and charged with trea-
son as part of a plot to align West-
ern territories and some Southern 
states against the U.S. government. 
He was later acquitted.

This week’s question: In 1854, 
what American political party was 
formally organized at a meeting in 
Ripon, Wis.?

Want to make friends? Ignore the rescued dog to let him know you are not a threat
By Marc Morrone
Newsday (MCT)

Q: My husband and I adopted 
a dog that came from a shelter in 
Georgia. She is a beautiful 2-year-old 
that looks like an Australian shep-
herd. When we first got her, she was 
scared beyond belief. She cowered 
in corners and was afraid of stairs. 
In the beginning, 
I was the main 
caretaker in terms 
of feeding and 
walking her, mostly because she was 
totally afraid of men. We surmise that 
she may have been abused by men 
but don’t know that. She has become 
very attached to me, and she is a 
very good dog. She has gotten better 
with everyone else but only a very, 
very little bit better with my husband, 
who has tried hard to win her over. 
She still shies away from him, and I 
feel bad because he wanted a dog, 
too. He is starting to feel like she will 
never come around. What can we 
do to make his relationship with her 
better? Is there a dog training book 
you can recommend?

A: This may sound rather odd, but 
I think your husband may be trying 
a bit too hard. For reasons known 
only to her, your dog is afraid of him 
and does not trust him. His gestures, 
words and posturing only reconfirm 
her fears and anxiety. He can talk to 
her all day long and explain to her 

how much he loves her, but only the 
dog can decide he is not a threat. His 
words just do not cut it.

The best thing for him to do here 
is to just ignore the dog. She already 
is watching his every move. If he just 
acts as if she does not exist, then in 
time she will conclude he is no threat. 
To make the situation go a bit quicker, 

he should just ran-
domly drop treats 
on the floor as he 
walks past her. 

She will quickly come to the conclu-
sion that out of all the members of the 
family, he is the only one who does 
this, and thus, it is to her advantage 
to shadow him, as you never know 
when he will be dropping a treat she 
can vacuum up. Thus she will actively 
seek out his attentions. This method 
is not what you will see in any book, 
but I have found it to work many 
times in all species of pets.

Keeping cats and birds apart
Q: We have a wild bird feeder in 

the middle of our backyard that is 
mounted 6 feet high. It attracts a 
wide variety of birds all day long. 
Seed spills on the ground, and this 
attracts the ground-feeders like white 
throated sparrows and mourning 
doves. However my neighbor has 
three cats that she allows outdoors all 
day long, and even though the feeder 
is in the middle of the yard and the 

nearest shrubbery is 20 feet away, 
the cats are still able to rush out and 
kill the birds feeding on the ground. 
I politely asked my neighbor to not 
allow the cats outdoors in the morn-
ing and late afternoon when we have 
the most birds feeding at the feeder, 
but that conversation did not go well. 
Can you give me any way at all I can 
protect the birds from my neighbor’s 
cats?

A: The answer is quite simple. Just 
buy a roll of chicken wire that is 3- or 
4-foot high and some wooden stakes. 

Pound the stakes into the ground 
around the feeder pole in a circle 
about 6 feet in diameter and nail the 
wire to the stakes so you now have 
a fenced enclosure around the area 
where the ground-feeding birds eat. 
The wire will not interfere with the 
birds at all, and when the cats make 
their killing rush, they will be taken 
up short by the wire. Of course, they 
could climb over it if they wanted to, 
but by then the birds will be gone, 
and the cats will slink off to restore 
their dignity.

Animal Island
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Breadth of fresh hair?
4 2000s HBO drama set in Utah
11 “Figured it out!”
14 Longtime Parlophone record label 
owner
15 Valentine sender
16 Submerge
17 A
20 2002 World Series champs
21 Pawn

22 Author Carnegie
23 CPR provider
25 Library sect.
27 AA
32 Venerable ref.
33 Moving line on the ground, maybe
34 Places to perch
35 Rosebud, notably
36 Lean and sinewy
37 Good thing to pass
40 When Bloomsday, which cele-

brates Joyce’s “Ulysses,” is observed
41 “Just __ figured!”
44 AAA
47 Profound
48 32-Across cousin of arch.
49 River through the Czech Republic
50 Canadian brewery
53 Doughboy’s helmet
55 AAAA
58 Prefix with tonic
59 Restraining device
60 Carnival setting
61 Messenger developer
62 Office chair mechanisms
63 Email suffix

Down
1 “There was no choice for us”
2 “That’s mind-blowing!”
3 Laughed nervously, maybe
4 Scene of a lost glass slipper
5 Time to beware
6 Clock-setting std.
7 Stewed
8 Handel opera written in Italian
9 Not hor.
10 Consequently
11 Slow movements
12 Place to lie low
13 Make like
18 Command to Fido
19 Manhattan variety
23 Abbr. for dating enthusiasts?
24 Hood et al.: Abbr.
26 Common cellphone feature, briefly
28 Manservant
29 Italian : gennaio : Spanish : __
30 Patterned cloth
31 Sticks with a horn
35 Visit
36 Milquetoast
37 Pie material?
38 Of no help
39 Apply liberally
40 Foresail
41 Present and accounted for
42 Moderately dry, climatewise
43 Challenging opening
45 Twisty pasta
46 It’s mostly made of zinc
51 Some NCR devices
52 Spring occurrence
53 Starbucks order
54 Followers: Suff.
55 Pep
56 Service abbr.
57 Pre-A.D.
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
PERU CUBA  CHILE  BRAZIL  CANADA  MEXICO  JAMAICA

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Tell your friends that the 
Bulletin is your favorite 
paper, and pick up an 

extra copy to give them. 
Or, give them this copy 

after you are done.
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: ELUDE  WIPED  UPTOWN  OUTING
 Answer: What Mom did when her son cut his hand -- WOUND THE WOUND

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                            By Rick Brooks

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Picky 
people don’t always pickle peppers, but 
they might pick on you. In the upcoming 
week, wear emotional armor to protect 
yourself from any temporary unpleas-
antness. This is not the time to take a 
stand.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The 
week ahead can be rewarding if you 
work hard and apply yourself. Avoid tan-
gling with authority figures by challeng-
ing their right to be in charge. Remain 
unruffled if someone seems to be a 
control freak, dictatorial or overbearing.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Speak 

kindly. Like a hummingbird, you’re 
happy and satisfied when sweet nectar 
is on the tip of your tongue. Avoid 
making hard-edged pronouncements, 
being judgmental, or putting your foot 
down during the week ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Avoid 
taking implied criticism too personally. 

Here and there during the week ahead, 
someone could say or do something that 
seems unkind or harsh. Remain thrifty 
with your cash and generous when 
people make mistakes.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Sit on your 
hands. Ambitions could rise up and 
swallow you whole, so it’s best not to 
meddle or tinker with a situation until 
your judgment improves. In the week 
ahead, maintain a low profile and get 
plenty of rest whenever you can.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The week 
ahead may bring old friends back into 
your immediate vicinity or put you in 
contact with the elderly. Adjust your 
attitude to meet or exceed the expecta-
tions of others. A job or assignment may 
be repetitive and monotonous.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Use 
old-fashioned good manners to avoid a 
showdown. Your natural inclination to be 
a peacemaker can come in handy in a 
dispute. You might feel insecure about 
your financial status or creative abilities 
in the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Put 
burgeoning business ideas on the back 
burner. This is a week in which hard 
work will be required just to keep up  

and get caught up. Frequent repairs 
and breakdowns on the home front may 
keep you busier than usual.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
To avoid getting in trouble, you might 
inadvertently beat around the bush 
with the wrong end of the stick. In the 
week ahead, pay attention to meeting 
deadlines and paying your bills on time. 
Don’t procrastinate.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
“Our prime purpose in this life is to help 
others. And if you can’t help them, at 
least don’t hurt them.” Take to heart 
the Dalai Lama’s words in the week to 
come. You may face numerous opportu-
nities to do the wrong thing.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Your 
“stuff and nonsense” meter might be 
going full blast this week. People may 
seem critical and accusatory with little 
reason, but it’s up to you to avoid con-
frontations. A petty quarrel could cause 
more trouble than it’s worth.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Hold off 
on starting any new projects or making 
any important commitments in the week 
ahead. This is a time to refine your plans 
and look for loopholes or pitfalls. Don’t 
dwell on the negatives, just fix them.
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