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By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

A friend asked on Facebook: 
“Here’s a question: when you 
take a selfie, who are you taking 
it for? (I really am wondering this. 
Answers, please).”

She received dozens of com-
ments, and this one from me: 
“You can control the photo. Don’t 
need to ask someone to take 
your picture.”

Smart-
phones these 
days come 
with very good 
front cam-
eras, and that 
makes it pos-
sible to take 
better quality 
selfies. On 

my phone, the back camera still 
is much better, but the selfie is 
acceptable, especially outdoors.

But not everyone is a candi-
date for taking selfies.

“I don’t take selfies because i 
don’t get it. Right now i’m really 
pondering how i can even put an 
effort into my appearance without 
it paying tribute to the power of 
the internalized male gaze in 
my life (i know, kind of extreme, 
but that’s where i’m at). i don’t 
get most of the talk about selfies 
being inherently feminist either, 
but i have a conflicted relationship 
with “beauty” so maybe that’s 
why,” posted a friend of a friend.

This person should not take a 
selfie. Judging from the reply, the 
picture would turn out something 
like a Picasso painting.

I left the original text alone. 
Excuse the spelling and gram-
mar. It’s Facebook. There are no 
rules.

RAMBLINGS

The
Weekly BULLETIN
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THAT’S RIGHT, SONNY, THIS IS AGAINST THE LAW: A 22-year-old 
man, who wanted to hang out with his pals rather than go out with his 
girlfriend, sent her a text message that he had been kidnapped in Tempe, 
Ariz. The frantic girlfriend called his mother, who immediately contacted 
police. The cops tracked him and his friends down and sternly informed 
him that “there are serious consequences for crying wolf with law enforce-
ment.”

HE’S NOT WHAT WE’D CALL A ‘PEOPLE PERSON’: A man showed 
up drunk to a job interview at a business in El Cajon, Calif., and, when the 
owner objected to this, he stabbed him in the arm. The guy fled, but left 
behind his job application, which he had filled out.

SOME MEN LEAD LIVES OF QUIET DESPERATION; SOME DO 
NOT: Police sped to an apartment building in Oslo after residents 
reported hearing screams coming from one of the units. They discovered 
that the man who had been screaming had been playing chess with his 
computer and was expressing his frustration at being soundly beaten.

HONEY, COME HERE! TAKE A LOOK AT THIS! A woman vacation-
ing in Philadelphia installed a motion-sensitive camera in her condo in 
Deerfield Beach, Fla., connected to an app on her cell phone. The phone 
alerted her that someone had entered her unit. She told her husband, and 
they were able to watch the burglary as it unfolded. The two intruders fled, 
but the couple gave police some pretty clear pictures of them.

SO WHERE’S MY DOPE, MIKE? Police intercepted a shipment of 
marijuana that had been sent to a home in Virginia Beach, Va., and then 
replaced it with a note to the intended recipient telling him he could get 
his weed back for “a little cash.” The cops signed the note “Mike,” who the 
man agreed to meet at a 7-Eleven where he was arrested.

I WAS TRYING TO GET THE HANG OF DRIVING IT: A man got drunk 
and stole a bulldozer from a construction site in Harrison, N.J., and then 
tried to drive it to his home in Newark because he was cold. On the way 
through a park, he tore up the grass and leveled three benches a drinking 
fountain and a fence before being taken into custody two blocks away.

YES, OFFICER; THANK YOU, OFFICER: After seeing that there were 
no police cars in the vicinity, a man on a motorcycle with a camera on his 
helmet started pulling wheelies as he roared through central London. But 
he didn’t spot the two policemen on horseback. They stopped him, but 
decided not to cite him. The recording showed one officer lecturing him on 
bike safety and ordering him to “leave the square and don’t come back.”

AS YOU CAN SEE, I HAVE AN HONEST FACE: A man in Nigeria 
set up an online dating profile to scam women out of money by pretend-
ing to be an electrical engineer on Egypt who needed to solve some 
severe financial problems before he could come to America and be with 
them. The picture he used was of Montana’s attorney general, which he 
had gotten off of his website. The scammer was arrested as soon as he 
landed in Indiana.

              LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine & Beer 
Retailer’s Permit (BG) and a Food 
and Beverage Certificate (FB) by 
Lori Lynn Gillaspia operating as 
Bayou Hideaway to be located at 
24313 CRD 46, Suite A, Angleton, 
Brazoria County, Texas.   Lori 
Lynn Gillaspia individual owner.

Drivers/OwnerOps! 
Local Work! 

Home Daily, Benefits! CDL-A, 
1yr exp, Great Driving record. 
Sunsetlogistics.com 
281-693-4587 or 888-215-4285

Dancers jumped, jived and wailed to benefit Alvin Community College 
Music students during the Evening of Big Band Music on Saturday, 
Feb. 7. The ACC Community Band Jazz Ensemble performed at the 
event at the Nolan Ryan Center. Proceeds from the concert go directly 
to the Music Department and alumni scholarships.

Dancers cut a rug to Kurland Street BandU.S. added 257,000 new jobs in January with strong wage gains
By Jim Puzzanghera
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

WASHINGTON — The economy 
produced another robust month 
of job gains last month, adding 
257,000 net new positions and a 
strong gain in wages, the Labor 
Department said Friday.

The unemployment rate ticked 
up to 5.7 percent, but that was 
because more people entered the 
labor force.

January’s job growth was bol-
stered by an additional 147,000 net 
new jobs combined in November 
and December, the Labor Depart-
ment said.

The upward revisions mean the 

U.S. economy added an average of 
336,000 jobs for the three months 
ending Jan. 30, an acceleration of 
2014’s strong job growth.

Economists had forecast the 
January jobs report would show a 
gain of 230,000, and the unemploy-
ment rate would hold steady at 
5.6 percent, the lowest since June 
2008.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Concussions
Q.  Why is it so hard to stop 

sports concussions?
A.  The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention reported 
a 62% increase in traumatic 
brain injuries from 2001 to 2009, 
says kinesiologist Stephen 
Piazza in “American Scientist” 
magazine.  Cyclists accounted 
for the biggest number of these, 
followed by football, soccer and 
basketball players.  Football 
gained much attention early last 
century, due to many fractured 
skulls, concussions and other 
head trauma brought on by fre-
quent pileups and scrambles for 
the ball “punctuated by players 
kicking opponents in the gut or 
the head.”  

At least 45 players died from 
1900-1905.  These injury and 
death rates fell soon afterward 
largely owing to modified behav-
ior, with new rules providing for 
the forward pass and an increase 
to 10 yards for a first down. 

Today’s football and cycling 
helmets were less a factor in the 
decline since they’re essentially 
similar to earlier designs, and 
protection requires an under-
standing of how brain injury 

occurs:  Made mostly of water, 
the three-pound brain is resistant 
to direct pressure but not “to the 
shearing forces that arise during 
sudden rotation,” such as the 
twisting caused by helmet-to-
helmet collision.

Human psychology also 
comes into play in concussions, 
as helmet use itself may encour-
age more risky behavior.  It’s 
similar to drivers apparently 
taking greater risks behind the 
wheel when safety regulations 
are put into effect (“the Peltzman 
effect”).

“But whether those safety ben-
efits are completely canceled out 
by human risk compensation is 
the subject of much controversy,” 
Piazza says.

Enter the new “Multi-Direc-
tional Impact Protection System” 
helmet whose inner station-
ary layer has joints that during 
impact allow the rest of the 
helmet to rotate, dissipating 
energy away from the head.  

Constructive noise
Q.  At your favorite coffee-

shop, how might “the art of 
noise” figure into anything?  And 
where’s your Muse in all of this? 

A.  According to a University 

of Chicago study, moderate 
background noise can help your 
creativity to beat back writer’s 
block or other mental sluggish-
ness, reports “Mental Floss” 
magazine.  It works by slowing 
down the speed at which we 
process information.  

The extra time lag “keeps us 
from fixating, prompts abstract 
thinking and even provides a 
healthy dose of mind wandering.”  
But the right amount of racket is 
critical -- a sonic “sweet spot,” 
you might call it:  Below 70 deci-
bels, the noise gets harmlessly 
filtered out; above 85, it becomes 
stressful.  “As it happens, the 
average coffee shop chatter 
clocks in right at the muse-induc-
ing sweet spot!  Now you have 
an extra reason to splurge on 
that double latte.”

Decline of the 
monarch butterfly

Q.  If you’re thinking about 
saving “Bambi,” what might the 
following numbers mean to you:  
1,000,000,000 and 33,000,000 
and 3,000 miles and 3 countries?

A.  Once called the “Bambi of 
the insect world,” the monarch 
butterfly -- whose winter migra-
tion tends to peak in October 
-- has been facing a declining 
population, from about a billion 
east of the Rocky Mountains 
down to only about 33 million, 
says Roger Drouin in “Scientific 
American” magazine.  

According to Dan Ashe of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, “We are on the verge of 
losing one of the most magical 
animal migrations.”  Much of the 
monarch’s life is spent migrat-
ing from Canada and the U.S. to 
Mexico, covering generally more 
than 3,000 miles.

The most recognized butterfly 
of North America, the monarch 
is now endangered.  A trilateral 
effort is under way to monitor 
its numbers carefully, with task 
forces of researchers and wildlife 
officials planning a combination 
of approaches to help save this 
insect favorite by reversing its 
drastic numbers decline.

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Robert M. Worley, president and 
CEO of The Alliance, has elected 
to retire effective June, after serv-
ing in this position since October 
2007.

Worley has served in an 
economic development role for 
38 years.  He served in Paducah, 
Mt. Pleasant, McKinney, Bryan/
College Station and Dumas, all in 
Texas, before coming to Brazoria 
County.

He also worked in economic 
development for a few years in 
Upstate New York in the late ‘80’s.

“It is with mixed emotions the 
Executive Committee of The Alli-
ance accepts Robert’s retirement 
announcement.  His many con-
tributions to the county will have 
a long lasting impact.  Robert’s 
professionalism, collaboration, and 
knowledge of economic devel-
opment issues are unique and 

every resident of the county has 
benefited in some way from the 
economic growth and prosperity 
that The Alliance, under Robert’s 
leadership, has helped to create.  
He will be sorely missed, but we 
wish him and his wife Fawncyne 
well as they move into the future 
and enjoy life” said Earl Shipp, 
Chairman of the Board of The 
Alliance.

Worley brought many “best 
practices” in economic develop-
ment to Brazoria County, including 
Economic Impact Analyses and a 
high degree of professionalism in 
dealing with industrial prospects, 
Alliance members and elected 
officials. 

Robert will continue to serve 
as President and CEO until June 
and will assist The Alliance Search 
Committee in finding his replace-
ment.

Alliance CEO Robert Worley to retire Popcorn physics: Why it explodes, jumps and makes a pop sound
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

It’s one of the most dramatic 
transformations in science, and it 
happens in your microwave.

Most popcorn lovers take for 
granted that a simple kernel of 
corn can metamorphose into a 
fluffy treat. But to a pair of French 
researchers, the popping of corn 
presents a powerful demonstration 
of how the laws of physics apply to 
everything — even a snack food.

“This phenomenon contains 
interesting physics from different 
fields: thermodynamics, biomechan-
ics and acoustics,” said aeronauti-
cal engineer Emmanuel Virot and 
physicist Alexandre Ponomarenko, 
the authors of a study published 
in the Journal of the Royal Society 
Interface.

Their investigations were inspired 
by colleagues in the hydrodynamics 

laboratory at Ecole Polytechnique 
in Palaiseau. Their fellow scientists 
were using a high-speed camera 
to take 2,900 pictures per second 
of physical phenomena, like a drop 
landing on the surface of water.

Virot and Ponomarenko trained 
their high-speed camera on plants. 
Before long, they had fixated on 
popcorn.

When the kernel is heated above 
100 degrees Celsius, the water 
inside turns to steam. That water 
vapor forces its way into the hard 
endosperm, creating a molten mass.

The pressure continues to build 
up until the hull can no longer hold it 
in. Then the kernel explodes.

The starch cools as soon as it 
bursts, solidifying into a spongy 
white flake of popcorn. When all is 
said and done, the inverted kernel is 
twice as large and eight times less 
dense.

To observe this in detail, Virot and 
Ponomarenko trained the high-
speed camera on a hot plate. They 
dialed it up to 350 degrees C and 
placed a few kernels on the scorch-
ing surface.

After hundreds of trials, they 
discovered that the popcorn gets 
kicked a few millimeters to a few 
centimeters into the air by a starch 
“leg” that emerges from the broken 
hull. After being compressed on the 
ground, the leg is released, causing 
the popcorn to somersault like a 
gymnast. All of this happens in just 
one-fifteenth of a second.

The steam has no role in power-
ing the jump, according to the study. 
“No rocket effect,” they wrote.

Popcorn locomotion bears some 
resemblance to the biological frac-
ture mechanics that allow fungi and 
some plants to disperse their spores 
and seeds, the researchers added.
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Alzheimer’s conference scheduled in Alvin Feb. 27
 Following our November 

memory screening project and a 
successful January conference 
in Freeport, the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project 
(BCAAP) is back on the road with 
an Alzheimer’s Caregiver Confer-
ence and Resource Fair in Alvin, 
according to Dale Libby, BCAAP 
Coordinator.

For 2014, a total of 317 people 
in Brazoria county were screened, 
with 68 people identified as having 
memory issues needing further 
evaluation by a physician.

”One of the things we learned 
this year is that people don’t 
understand they need to have a 
memory screening every year. 
Unfortunately, we also learned that 
many people “don’t want to know” 
if they have memory problems. 
Education is the key to early detec-
tion of Alzheimer’s. That’s where 
our conferences come in,” Libby 
explained.

On Feb. 27, BCAAP, in partner-
ship with the City of Alvin, will 
present an Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Conference and Resource Fair 

from 11 am to 3 pm at the Alvin 
Senior Citizens Center.

 The event is free and open to 
the public, but pre-registration 
is required call (979) 864-1925. 
Lunch is included for the first 100 
registrants – preference will be 
given to Alzheimer’s caregivers.

Krista Bohn, Galveston Out-
reach Coordinator for the Houston 
and Southeast Texas Chapter of 
the Alzheimer’s Association, will 
present “Reconnect: Communi-
cation and Alzheimer’s”. Andrea 
Wirt, geriatric nurse practitioner at 
UTMB Health, will present “Pro-
gressing Through Alzheimer’s.”

 “In addition to these two speak-
ers, we will have 20+ health care 
experts available who can answer 
your questions on topics such as 
Silver Alert, assisted living, funeral 
planning, medications, estate plan-
ning and many, many more,“ Libby 
added.

Brenda Maust, founder of the 
Gathering Place, said “Recently 
published studies have demon-
strated that the programming at 
Gathering Places may slow the 

progression of Alzheimer’s if par-
ticipants start attending regularly 
at an early stage of the disease. If 
caregivers realized how beneficial 
Gathering Place activities are for 
people with dementia, they would 
bring their family members sooner.”

Reverend Craig King, from First 
Presbyterian Church in Alvin, said 
“We have an active Gathering 
Place at our church, and many 
caregivers and their loved ones 
with dementia are being helped by 
this ministry. There is such a need 
for this ministry that two additional 
churches here in Alvin are making 
plans to host Gathering Places.”

Sponsors of the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project are 
the Brazoria County Health Depart-
ment and the Gathering Place.  
For more information, call (979) 
864-1925.

Levi Jordan park gets new manager
The Texas Historical Commission’s (THC) Historic Sites Division 

recently announced the hiring of Ashley Carter as site manager for 
Levi Jordan Plantation State Historic Site, located in Brazoria. Carter 
most recently worked at the Pro Football Hall of Fame in North 
Canton, Ohio where he was a Collections Specialist. He has also 
worked for the National Park Service Museum Resource Center and 
the George Washington Memorial Park.

“I’m excited to bring my experience to this position and look forward 
to working with the dedicated staff at the THC,” Carter said. “This 
property is currently under development, but it has a remarkable story 
to tell. I plan on working hand-in-hand with the community on enhanc-
ing the site and bringing its history to life for the enrichment of our 
visitors.”

Levi Jordan Planation is one of 20 historic sites operated by the 
THC. The site tells the story of Levi Jordan, who moved his family and 
12 enslaved workers to Texas to establish a sugar and cotton planta-
tion on the San Bernard River in the 1840s. The site highlights the 
multiple perspectives and evolving relationships of those who lived 
and worked on the land during the 19th century.

Levi Jordan Plantation is currently under development and only 
open to the public on a limited basis and by appointment.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Those who worship Satan may be 
sincere, but they are sorely misguided

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Our paper featured a report a 
few days ago about some people 
who claim they worship the devil. 
I thought that went out hundreds 
of years ago. Are they serious, do 
you think, or just trying to get atten-
tion? - Mrs. J.K.

A: Some people who claim they 
worship Satan may just be doing 
so to gain attention; others may 
have other reasons, such as trying 
to prove how free they are.

But some people do indeed 
worship Satan instead of God. 
Occasionally, I’ve received letters 
from them, openly rejecting God 
and stating their hatred of Christ. 
These aren’t atheists; they have 
no doubt that God exists or that 
He is holy and pure. But they don’t 
want anything to do with Him, and 
are convinced instead that Satan 
alone is worthy of their worship 
and obedience. They also believe 

they can harness Satan’s power 
for their own good.

The tragedy is that Satan is a 
liar, as those who follow him will 
eventually discover. He also is 
absolutely evil, as those who serve 
him will eventually realize. His one 
goal is to oppose God in every 
way possible. Jesus’ words are 
true: “He was a murderer from the 
beginning, not holding to the truth, 
for there is no truth in him.... He is 
a liar and the father of lies” (John 
8:44).

But listen: Satan is already a 
defeated foe! Yes, he is still at 
work, but someday Christ’s victory 
over sin and death and hell will 
be complete, and Satan will be 
bound forever. Don’t be deceived, 
but make Christ the center and the 
foundation of your life. He alone 
is worthy of your worship, and He 
alone can be trusted to take you 
safely to heaven. Have you com-
mitted your life to Him?

Gulf Chemical donates cash, tablets to Boys & Girls Club
Gulf Chemical & Metallurgical 

Corporation representatives pre-
sented 10 Asus Transformer Tablets 
and a check for $7,560 to the Boys 
& Girls Club of Brazoria County on 
Jan. 26. Five tablets are going to 

Boys & Girls Club Connections sites 
in Brazoria County and five to their 
after-school club at Clute Interme-
diate. The funds from the check 
will cover the annual cost for one 
additional after- school counselor. 

Gulf Chemical reached out to 
United Way of Brazoria County in 
Nov. 2014 with a desire to impact 
education in Freeport, home to 
their local operation. United Way 
of Brazoria County connected Gulf 
Chemical to Boys & Girls Club 
of Brazoria County, a community 
partner of United Way, to help fill the 
needs of the club.

The tablets at Connections sites 
will allow directors to track atten-
dance, grades, and progress of 
students on a daily basis and be 
available for student homework 
assistance, where before there were 
no computers, tablets, or laptops 
for usage.  Tablets at the Clute Inter-
mediate after school club will also 
be available to students for school 
work.

“[Gulf Chemical] has enabled 
us to better serve our kids, offer a 
better program, and serve more 
children with our quality programs 
and activities,” said Clint Ziehl, 
Executive Director of Boys & Girls 
Club of Brazoria County. “This will 
enable our program to reach a new 
level, previously unseen at these 
club sites.”

The $7,560 in funds allows Boys 
& Girls Club of Brazoria County to 
hire an additional after-school coun-
selor, meaning greater resources for 
more students.

“The donation from Gulf Chemical 
will now allow us to open the Club 
up to serve 100 kids, which puts us 
right back at 100% of what we were 
able to do with the Federal funding, 
all now funded at the local level from 
our own community,” said Ziehl.

“Sims, you are a disgrace to 
middle management”
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting 
for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter 
at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, 
or we are at Brazos Mall, Petco 
and Petsmart every Saturday, to  
visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsor-
ships are now available for large or 
small kennels. Why not have your 
company or family recognized with 
a plaque to show you care? Call 
(979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help 
control the pet population. Have 
your pet spayed or neutered. Come 
by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an 
application today.

SPCA Adopt a Cat or Kitten Month - 
Adopt 2 cats “fur” the price of one!

The 2015 Spring Student Ambassadors are, back row from left: Steven Cabrera, Erik Hollen, Taylor Fluitt 
and Jeanae Jackson. Front row from left, Shemilore Oguntoye, Madison Goss, Brittany SanMiguel, Michelle 
Manuel, Reagan Huber, and Noelle Rebresh.

ACC announces Spring Ambassadors
There will be four new members 

to the Alvin Community College 
Student Ambassadors program to 
start off the spring 2015 semester.

ACC Ambassadors are an 
important element in attracting stu-
dents and promoting the college’s 
mission. During the fall semester 
ambassadors will help provide infor-
mation to potential students about 
ACC services, help create market-
ing strategies,  conduct campus 
tours, work community events and 
even volunteer for College and  
Foundation events.

Ambassadors receive a $600 
scholarship for their 40-hour com-
mitment.

“It’s a great way for the stu-
dents to learn Leadership and 
Public Speaking Skills,” Sitta said. 
“Throughout the program, they 
learn that our middle name is 
‘Community, ’ therefore we believe 
in being the liaison between the 
community and the college.”

The new ambassadors for the 
spring semester are Shemilore 
Oguntoye, of Alvin; Steven Cabrera, 
of Angleton; Taylor Fluitt, of Manvel; 

and Noelle Rebresh, of League 
City.

The returning ambassadors are 
Erik Hollen, of Houston; Brittany 
San Miguel, of Alvin; Jeanae Jack-
son, of Texas City; Madison Goss, 
of Alvin; and Michelle Manuel, of 
Alvin.

Oguntoye is a Nigerian native 
and is pursuing a Process Technol-
ogy degree. He began attending 
ACC because he was looking for an 
opportunity to better himself. Join-
ing the Ambassador program is yet 
another opportunity, he said.

“I chose ACC because it is 
affordable and because of the many 
career-changing courses,” he said. 
“My experience at ACC has been 
beyond what I expected.”

Cabrera joined the Ambassador 
program to further his campus 
experience at the college. He is 
enrolled in courses to pursue a 
Physical Science degree.

“ACC has been an amazing 
experience and it has helped me 
develop academically,” he said. “It 
has also helped me develop good 
study skills and habits.”
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By Maria L. La Ganga
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

KALAPANA, Hawaii — On an 
overcast Monday afternoon, Aku 
Hauanio is seated on a picnic table 
in front of his Uncle Robert’s house 
— one of the few structures in town 
spared 25 years ago by Kilauea, 
one of the most active volcanoes in 
the world.

A red cinder trail leads from the 
heart of this small enclave through 
a plain of billowing, rock-hard 
pahoehoe lava to the ocean. Ferns 

Lava from Kilauea, one of the most active volcanoes in the world, 
makes its way toward the eccentric town of Pahoa on the Big Island of 
Hawaii.(Maria L. La Ganga/Los Angeles Times/TNS)

grow in deep crevasses. Coconuts 
brought by visitors have sprouted 
and struggle to grow in the inhospi-
table ground. Waves crash.

Hauaino remembers his verdant, 
pre-volcano beach town on the east 
end of the Island of Hawaii as “just 
one of the beautifulest places on 
the island. So beautiful it’s hard to 
explain. Everything was like plentiful 
down here. Fish, fruits, everything. 
Not much people, just a couple 
Hawaiian families lived down here.”

He often refers to the lava flow as 

“da ting,” as in, “Da ting just came 
down all over here.” He watched it 
in 1991 as it devoured the house 
where he was born and raised and 
where his father still lived when the 
lava made its gradual way to the 
coast.

He remembers being a 2 a.m. 
spectator as the molten flow 
entered the house through the 
back, took down the water tank and 
set the modest structure ablaze.

The U.S. Geological Survey 
documented the eruption of Kilauea 
and the lava’s fierce path through 
180 homes in Kalapana: “Slow-
moving pahoehoe lava gradually 
spread through the community,” the 
agency reported, “burning homes 
and covering parks, roads and 
gardens.”

A generation later and 12 miles 
up the road lies Pahoa, in whose 
general direction Kilauea has 
now directed its molten wrath. An 
oozing, burning plume has been 
advancing toward the town of 950 
residents from the volcano’s east 
rift zone since June, claiming its 
first home on Nov. 10 and threaten-
ing to cleave the eccentric enclave 
in two.

The lava moves in fits and starts, 
advancing for a few days, then stall-
ing for weeks. Pahoa’s supermarket 
and drugstore shut down in Decem-
ber when it seemed the flow was 
nearing. But then it stopped. The 
drugstore reopened. Other retailers 
are preparing to do the same.

What to do? Hauanio and others 
still living down the road in Kalap-
ana already know the answer: Wait. 
Watch. Then move.

When his father’s house was 
burned by the lava that night in 
1991, Hauanio, 62, a former Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park employee, 
remembers watching in stunned 
amazement with his former wife. 
“We just was like, ‘Wow.’ And then 
we went home,” he said.

Much of the town already was 
a crisp, black moonscape of 
hardened lava. But Hauanio was 
determined to stay.

His own house was safe for the 
moment, but Hauanio was resigned 
to the fact that it would be next to 
go. His children, however, weren’t. 
They begged him to move the 
structure to secure ground, the 

way parishioners had relocated the 
nearby Star of the Sea Catholic 
church months earlier.

He persuaded a friend with a bull-
dozer to widen the narrow approach 
to his threatened house. He hired 
a crew with a strong lowboy trailer. 
A week after his childhood home 
burned, he rolled his current house 
two miles up the road.

The lava arrived the next day.
The lava, he said, “flows like 

water, but it’s not. Everything’s 
burning. There’s a lot of crackling. 
You no can hear bubbles (of lava) 
popping, but you can see ’em. It’s 
just like a big pond.”

Kalapana was once home to a 
famous black sand beach and a 
historic Hawaiian village. It is now 
a perfect geological specimen of 
pahoehoe.

There are two main kinds of lava: 
pahoehoe and aa. The latter, said 
Janet Babb, a geologist with the 
USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observa-
tory, is “jagged and rubbly” and can 
be found high on the slope above 
Kalapana.

Today, Kapalana is lovely in its 
own way, said Hauaino, who still 
lives in the house he rescued from 
the flow a quarter of a century ago.

When he thinks about the on-
again, off-again threat to Pahoa, 
he is philosophical. If you live in 
Pahoa, he said, you always have to 
be ready to move.

“The whole island is made out of 
lava, yeah?” he said. “You cannot 
do anything. You cannot cry. When 
the lava comes, you just gotta take 
what’s important to you and just 
move out of the way.”

Hawaiian is philosophical about lava after years of going with the flow
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 
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SIDELINE CHATTER
SPORTS

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

So that’s where the Patriots’ 
missing air went!

Tipoff for the Boston College-
Bucknell basketball game on Jan. 
24 was delayed when referees 
discovered that the game ball 
was overinflated.

Headlines
— At TheOnion.com: “Puppy 

Bowl overshadowed by league’s 
rampant heartworm-pill abuse.”

— At SportsPickle.com: 
“Report: Seattle’s last play was 
Spider 2 Y R U Doing This.”

Won If By Land Dept.
Seahawks fans will remember 

the ill-fated goal-line pass in the 
final seconds of Super Bowl XLIX 
as:

a) Picked and Rolled
b) The Wrongest Yard
c) The Agony of Deflate

Jump shot, pot shot
NBA Hall of Famer Oscar Rob-

ertson is part of a group pushing 
to legalize marijuana in Ohio.

Obviously, he’s still a big fan of 
the pick-and-roll.

One for the X Files
Audio from a porn video 

could be heard playing in the 
background during Fox Sports 
Tennessee’s telecast of the Jan. 
29 Predators-Blues NHL game.

Network officials said they 
couldn’t comment until they’ve 
heard the films.

Anti-aircraft
Golfer Jason Day accidentally 

knocked a drone out of the air 
with a tee shot while taping an 
Adidas commercial.

No word on what Day got paid 
to do the ad, but the flying con-
traption was immediately credited 
with an up-and-down.

Giving him the needle
What, artificially enhanced Alex 

Rodriguez is getting batting tips 
from tainted ex-slugger Barry 
Bonds?

As syndicated columnist 
Norman Chad put it: “That’s like 
‘Pretty Boy’ Floyd getting banking 
advice from John Dillinger.”

Talking the talk
—Comedy writer Alan Ray, on 

frigid temperatures in the North-
east: “New Yorkers haven’t seen 
cold like this since the last Knicks 
shoot-around.”

35 years after ‘Miracle on Ice’, story gets redo from Soviets’ perspective
By Neil Best
Newsday (TNS)

The first Sunday in February 
brought what some have called the 
worst coaching decision ever. The 
second will offer a reminder that 
Pete Carroll’s Super Bowl slip-up 
was a mere blip in the grander 
sweep of sports history.

It wasn’t even the worst coach-
ing move in a game called by Al 
Michaels.

You’re up, Viktor Tikhonov!
The late, mostly unlamented 

Soviet hockey coach, who died in 
November, had his lowest moment 
dissected yet again in “Of Miracles 
and Men,” an ESPN “30 for 30” 
documentary that airs at 9 p.m. 
Sundays.

But this time the story of the 1980 
Soviet hockey team and its loss to 
the United States in the Olympics 
in Lake Placid was told not from the 
familiar American point of view but 
from the other side.

That includes the players who 
have not forgiven Tikhonov for pull-
ing the best goaltender in the world, 
Vladislav Tretiak, after one period 
with the score tied at 2 and replac-
ing him with Vladimir Myshkin in the 
Soviets’ 4-3 loss.

Tretiak and Myshkin are two 
of many key figures interviewed 
in director Jonathan Hock’s film, 
along with Boris Mikhailov, Vladimir 
Petrov, Slava Fetisov and others.

The yanking of Tretiak is only one 
aspect of a look at the long arc of 
Soviet-era hockey as we approach 
the 35th anniversary of the loss to 
Team USA on Feb. 22.

And it is only one of two recent 
documentaries to examine the 
Soviet side. “Red Army,” which has 
been released theatrically, also is 
well worth seeing.

There is some overlap, and both 
films culminate not with the Red 
Army but rather the Red Wings 
— the Detroit-based outfit — win-
ning the 1997 Stanley Cup with five 
Russian players.

Both also feature the irresistible 
Fetisov as a central figure, both 
pay tribute to the father of Soviet 
hockey, Anatoli Tarasov, and both 
find a villain in Tikhonov.

But the ESPN film does a more 
thorough job of chronicling the time 
up to and including the 1980 game, 
while “Red Army” focuses more 

on the rest of the ’80s and into the 
post-Soviet era.

The eye-opener for those of 
us raised on American Cold War 
propaganda is how relatable the old 
Russians are.

“Our main goal as filmmakers was 
to put a human face on the Soviet 
team,” Hock said after a screening. 
“We were taught they were robots 
and machines and had no feelings 
and were just these automatons 
— that all they did was play hockey 
and they were the bad guys.

“But the way they played, it didn’t 
make sense. They played the game 
so beautifully and with such creativ-
ity that they had to love it.”

One of the highlights of Hock’s 
film is a segment shot in the 
summer of 2013 in which Fetisov 

returns to Lake Placid for the first 
time since 1980, walks the ice and 
visits the Soviets’ old locker room.

“You felt this wave of memory 
crashing on him,” Hock said, “and 
when he sat down (at his locker), it 
felt to me at the moment that it was 
like he was literally being hit by a 
wave that was knocking him down, 
and he was dazed.”

The best nugget of all may be the 
Soviet TV commentary of the final 
seconds. 

Let’s just say the announcer was 
slightly less enthused than Michaels 
was.

Igor Larionov, who joined the 
national team shortly after the 1980 
Olympics, said at the screening 
that 15 or 20 years ago, men such 
as Mikhailov, Tretiak and Petrov 

would have been afraid to talk to an 
American filmmaker.

Not anymore.
Larionov recalled being in his final 

season with the Devils when the 
movie “Miracle” opened in 2004. He 
went by himself and sat awkwardly 
among cheering Americans as the 
Soviets lost yet again, then he “kind 
of quietly went out to my car.”

It was refreshing, he said, to 
watch his childhood heroes and old 
teammates tell their side in Hock’s 
film.

As Hock said, rehearing the 
Americans’ story “never gets old, on 
the one hand, because it’s so excit-
ing to relive it every few years. But 
to hear the Soviet players talking 
about it with such depth of feeling, it 
was amazing.”

Team Penske pumped for another strong NASCAR season
By Jim Utter
The Charlotte Observer (TNS)

Roger Penske believes his racing organization is as 
strong entering the 2015 season as it was in 2014.

If so, that means Penske teams once again will 
battle to the wire for championships in the IndyCar and 
NASCAR Sprint Cup series.

“When I think about 2014, it was a year we’ll really 
remember because it’s probably the most success-
ful season we’ve had, both on the NASCAR side and 
on the IndyCar side with a total of 22 wins,” Penske 
said last week during the Charlotte Motor Speedway 
NASCAR Media Tour.

“But, to me, the key thing was the continuity — the 
drivers, the crew chiefs, the team and the sponsors 
that you saw (in 2014). It’s amazing in this world today 
that we can say that all of our sponsors have renewed 

with us to go forward on multiple-year contracts, which 
gives us a great base to build on as we go into the future.”

The results spoke for themselves in 2014.
Penske’s Will Power captured his first IndyCar Series 

championship last season after coming up just short in 
2010, 2011 and 2012. It was the 13th IndyCar champion-
ship for Penske, whose most recent title had come in 
2006 with Sam Hornish Jr., who will compete full time in 
NASCAR for Richard Petty Motorsports this year.

On the NASCAR side, Cup drivers Brad Keselowski 
and Joey Logano qualified for the 2014 Chase, with 
Logano advancing to the series finale before a pit-road 
miscue cut his title hunt short.

Still, the two combined for 11 Cup wins, with Logano 
finishing fourth in the standings and Keselowski fifth. 
Penske also won a car owner’s championship in the then-
Nationwide series.
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Galveston County Community Action Council is committed to reducing poverty and pro-
moting self-sufficiency to low-income families under its Communuty Service Block Grant 
(CSBG) awarded by Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs.
Funds are available for rental assistance, water bills, continuing education courses, etc. to 
families that have a documented need.
The household must not exceed 125% of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices Federal Poverty Income Guidelines.

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY
Documentation required to apply for assistance
 1) Current ID; 2) Current utility bill, lease; 3) Income for LAST 30 days prior to the date 
of application for all household members 18 years and older.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

For further information or to make an appointment, please contact
     Galveston County - 4700 Broadway, Suite C100, Galveston, TX               409-762-8418
     Galveston County - 2000 Texas Avenue, Suite 631, Texas City, TX           409-941-0680
     Brazoria County - 1216 North Velasco, Angleton, TX                                 979-849-2928
     Fort Bend County - 902 Frost, Rosenberg, TX                                 281-342-3012
     Wharton County - 213-B North Richmond Road, Wharton, TX                  979-543-1561

“Because all the cool kids are doing it, and I’m old and want to be young 
and cool. Mostly to show off where I am and make sure everyone knows it. I 
don’t do it that often but I’m known to take a selfie now and again!” chimed in 
another guest.

It’s instant self-gratification and feedback.
Remember the old days when you went on vacation and shot several rolls 

of film? Then you returned home, took the film to get developed, just to find 
out that a bunch of the photos didn’t look all that great - either too dark, out 
of focus, or someone has his or her eyes closed.

That was the way it was before cell phones and digital cameras. How did 
we ever get by in such a primitive environment?

As a writer who has always liked to take his own photos, I think selfies are 
a great invention. Why not put yourself in the the shot?

The first rule of thumb I learned working for newspapers is that people 
humanize a photo. You can’t just shoot a picture of a building and run it. The 
building is not the story; the person is.

When we’re on vacation, I always ask someone to take a photo of us 
with my camera. I’ve been asked also many times. Now, you just hold your 
phone, stretch your arm out and snap the photo.

I still ask at times, though, when I want a better quality shot than what can 
be taken by the front camera.

Plus, the human arm is just so long. Sometimes I want more background 
in the photo.

That’s why I bought a selfie stick recently. I attach the phone to it, extend it 
and push the Bluetooth button to take the photo.

Selfie sticks are selling like hotcakes. (I don’t even like hotcakes).
Anyway, I played with it a couple of times and have not even used it since. 

It’s too cumbersome to take with me and do all that preparation when I can 
just extend my arm and take a shot, or ask someone to take it.

“I have to admit: We were in Vancouver last week at the aquarium, and 
there were at least four Asian families that had “selfie sticks” and were taking 
pictures of themselves having fun. And, it really looked like a good way to 
have family shots of themselves. I was almost tempted to get a selfie stick, 
even though the kids were making fun of them,” wrote another contributor.

They work great if you don’t mind fooling with it. But don’t buy it at tourist 
spots. I got mine for $12 on eBay.

And there is also something called selfie abuse. If you post on social 
media a selfie while driving to work and back, and a selfie at work each day, 
you should cease and desist. Nobody cares.

So why do many people like to take selfies?
“Because I take ALL the photos so I’m never in any.”
“Because if I don’t, who will?”
“Mostly to amuse myself and others.”
“I take them for myself and for those with whom I care to share them.”
For a good time, Google “selfies gone wrong.” You won’t regret it.

(Continued from Page 1)

Question: Why do we take selfies?

The Asa Underwood Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution met at their George 
Washington Tea to honor the Good 
Citizen award recipients from our 
Brazoria County high schools.

 Students were selected based 
on recommendations from faculties 
and judged essays. 

Pictured are: Patricia Weems, 
Chesney Schwebel, Good 
Citizen chairman; Kelly Vargas, 
Sweeny High; Sarah Williams, 
Pearland High; Bailea Plander, 
Danbury High; Meredith Sprad-
lin, Dawson,Katherine Swisher, 
Brazoswood High; Yannelyz 
Covarrubias, Columbia High; 
Cydni Jennings, Angleton High; 
Regina Gomez, Alvin High and 

Chapter Regent Grace Collins.  
Not pictured are : Travis Simmons, 
Brazosport High and Cory Jo 

Martin, Manvel High.The scholar-
ship recipient was Allison Mathe-
son, Danbury High.

DAR selects 
high school 

‘good citizens’

If you like reading The Bulletin each week, 
pick up an extra copy for a friend. Please let 
our advertisers know that you saw their ad.
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Even for the active, a 
long sit shortens life 

and erodes health
By Melissa Healy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Maybe those of us who sit for long hours in 
meetings, on phone calls  and tapping away at 
keyboards should be getting hazard pay. New 
research that distills the findings of 47 studies 
concludes that those of us who sit for long hours 
raise our average risk of cancer, cardiovascular 
disease, type 2 diabetes and early death.

Even for those of us who meet recommended 
daily levels of exercise, sitting for long periods of 
time boosts our likelihood of declining health. (In 
fact, I just worked out intensively for 90 minutes, 
and am now risking life and limb to bring you this 
news. You’re welcome.)

To be sure, the latest research — published 
Monday in the Annals of Internal Medicine 
— finds that the risk of poor health “is more pro-
nounced at lower levels of physical activity than 
at higher levels.”

Those who engage in regular physical activity 
but still spend a large proportion of their day in 
sedentary activity were found, on average, to 
be 30 percent less likely to die of any cause in 
a given period than were those who get little to 
no exercise. But even those who punctuate a 
long day of sitting with a vigorous workout were 
estimated to be 16 percent more likely to die of 
any cause in a given time than were those who 
do not sit for long.

The studies that formed the basis for such 
aggregations defined prolonged sitting, as well 
as high levels of physical activity, quite differently. 
While one study included participants who spent 
as little as an hour a day seated, the rest defined 
prolonged sitting as those who watched television 
for at least five hours a day on up to those who 
had more than six and, in one study, more than 
11 hours of “sitting time” a day.

Any way you read it, these studies probably 
sweep most of us into the long-sitting category, 
since researchers estimate that more than half 
of the average American’s waking life is spent 
sitting.

The compensating effects of exercise were also 
measured differently in each study. High levels of 
physical activity were variously defined as “meet-
ing physical activity guidelines” — at least 20 min-
utes a day of moderately vigorous exercise — to 
spending at least seven hours a week engaged in 
moderately vigorous exercise.

The amount of time spent sitting was found to 
drive up health risks independently of other factors 
that would often contribute to poor health and 
which might also be linked to sedentary behavior, 
such as smoking, age and obesity. That suggests, 
for example, that although long hours spent sitting 
might indeed contribute to weight gain, it is prob-
ably harmful even if it doesn’t make you obese.

ENTERTAINMENT
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Citrus greening is a disease of 
citrus caused by the bacterium 
Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus. 
The disease[ Huanglongbing or 
HLG], which is spread by an insect 
called the Asian citrus psyllid, has 
no cure and eventually kills infected 
trees. 

Infected trees should be 
destroyed to prevent spread. The 
Asian citrus psyllid is a brown 
mottled winged insect (about 1/8 
inch, or size of an Aphid) which lays 
it’s eggs on the under sides of new 
growth leaves. The leaves twists 
and curls and shows yellowish 
discoloration of the’meaty’ portions. 
In contrast to yellow veins which 
indicates an iron deficiency.

In the nymph stage, it is yellow-
orange, has bright red eyes and 

Citrus greening quaranteen in surrounding counties
secretes a white, stringy and waxy 
substance. The adult psyllids have 
a distinctive 45 degree angle pos-
ture when present on citrus leaves. 
This disease poses NO threat to 
humans or animals.

Citrus greening was first con-
firmed in Texas, near San Juan, 
in January of 2012. On July 15 of 
2014, after confirming findings of 
citrus greening at a retail nursery in 
Harris County, the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture designated 
Harris County as a quarantined 
infested area, citing that citrus 
greening is a dangerous plant dis-
ease that is not widely distributed 
in Texas. 

On Sept. 18, this quarantine area 
was expanded to include Fort Bend 
and Montgomery counties. The 

counties of Harris, Montgomery, 
and Fort Bend are now part of the 
Gulf Coast Quarantined Area. This 
designation prohibits movement of 
citrus from that area to any non-
quarantined county.

At this time, there have not been 
any cases of citrus greening in 
Brazoria County and citrus trees 
purchased in Brazoria County, such 
as at the Brazoria County Master 
Gardener tree sale on Feb. 21, can 
be purchased and taken out of the 
county.

For more information, contact the 
AgriLife Extension office in Brazoria 
County. A tipsheet, Citrus Green-
ing E-264, is available free at http:
//bit.ly/citrusgreeningpub. Additional 
information is also available at 
www.texasagriculture.gov and http:
//brazoria.agrilife.org.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Brother of Raul and Juanita
6 Purple candle scent
11 Poetic time reference
14 Tequila source
15 Month in Madrid
16 Sprinkling on French fries?
17 Uses as a reference
18 Many pets
19 For example
20 Calendar entry
21 Kyrgyzstan city

22 Construction beams
24 Julia’s “Ocean’s Twelve” role
25 Legend of the links
27 Old __, Connecticut
28 “They went __ in a Sieve, they 
did”: Lear
30 Logan of “60 Minutes”
32 Words in a dish
34 Relinquish
36 Jazz double bassist Charlie
40 Web concerns ... and based on 
six familiar names hidden in rows 

1, 4, 12 and 15 of this puzzle grid, 
what the black squares in those 
rows symbolize
43 West Texas city
44 Approaching
45 Tiny complaint
46 Uno y dos y tres
48 Migratory birds
50 Oaf
53 Some Staples employees
55 Bear whose bed was too hard
58 Source of much Indian tea
60 Sky light?
61 Pumpkin, e.g.
62 Moo __ pork
63 Graduated series
65 10th-century Holy Roman 
emperor
66 Mountain end
67 Increases, with “up”
68 “It Wasn’t All Velvet” memoirist
69 Diddy ditty
70 Arraignment answers
71 “That’s all __, dude”: “Not my 
fault”

Down
1 Aspect
2 “Just tell me”
3 Librarian’s device
4 Nevertheless
5 Out of concern that
6 Summer quaff
7 Taken
8 More than harmful
9 Works on walls
10 Mozart’s “__ fan tutte”
11 David Sedaris work
12 Lack faith in a truce, maybe
13 “Family Ties” mother
23 Space on a form
25 “I want results!”
26 Lawsuit goal
29 “__ Me While I Kiss This Guy”: 
book of misheard lyrics
31 Loaded, in Limoges
32 Big club
33 Cyberchuckle
35 Predatory bird
37 Singer and longtime owner of 
baseball’s Angels
38 Sch. 30 miles south of Provi-
dence
39 Bygone boomer
41 Elbows to nibble
42 Royal title
47 Bagel choice
49 Perfect
50 __ tag
51 “Ulysses” actor Milo
52 Take by force
54 Apology ending
56 Teaser
57 Parting mot
59 Dealership amt.
61 Attend
64 Western st.
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

BOGGLE ANSWERS
AUNT  NIECE  SISTER  MOTHER  DAUGHTER
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JUMBLE ANSWERS
Jumbles: DOWNY  EMERY  VENDOR  SULTRY
Answer: Talking with false teeth can lead to this -- TRUE WORDS

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): Great 

achievements yield great rewards. 
You may need to put forth a little 
extra effort to get the job done in the 
week ahead, but the results will be 
well worth it. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): 

There’s a light at the end of the 
tunnel. A long, arduous journey or 
task is nearing its completion and 
you’ll soon be able to take a bow for 
your accomplishments. While your 
mind may be all business this week, 
a significant other may have designs 
for your body. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Sometimes what’s left unsaid is 
more important than what is said. 
It’s not necessary to act on every 
idea or thought. While you may be 
ready to act on your first instinct this 
week, it may be best to wait a few 
days before giving a more informed 

answer.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Take 

your time. In the week ahead, you 
may be absorbing information and 
impressions faster than you can 
process it all. Don’t take any action 
until you’ve gone over all the data 
and gained all the insight you need to 
make an informed decision.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Loosen the 
leash a little. Being overprotective or 
possessive won’t sit well with loved 
ones. Allow them a little breathing 
room to do their own thing and they’ll 
appreciate the confidence.

VIRGO (Aug. 23- Sept. 22): Don’t 
take things personally. There’s no 
reason to perceive every comment as 
a slight and get into verbal sparring 
matches over nothing. Your aggres-
sive nature may be sated by engag-
ing in competitive sports or physical 
exercise this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23- Oct. 22.): Sticks 
and stones may break your bones, 
but words can never hurt you. 
Mean-spirited comments may only be 
intended to get a rise out of you, so 
don’t give the other party the satisfac-
tion and just walk away. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23- Nov. 21): Don’t 
let someone get under your skin. 

A rude or thoughtless person may 
cross your path in the week ahead, 
but rest assured that you won’t have 
to endure them for long. Go with your 
instincts when it comes to making 
decisions and you can’t go wrong.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- Dec. 21): 
Spread a little sunshine. You can 
brighten up someone’s day if you 
share your enthusiasm and positive 
attitude. Remember to be considerate 
and forgiving if a minor conflict over 
facts and fiction heats up this week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- Jan. 19): 
Break through barriers. The only way 
you’ll get past the roadblocks that 
have been holding you back is to 
overcome them. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- Feb. 18): 
Success or failure is decided in the 
planning stages. Employ inventive 
and hard-nosed strategies to handle 
a difficult person in the week ahead. 
A special someone may want their 
Valentine a little bit early.

PISCES (Feb. 19- Mar. 20): Noth-
ing worth having comes easy. If you 
truly want to achieve your objective, 
you’ll have to keep working at it, no 
matter how difficult the task may 
become. Quick catnaps could help 
when your energy level is  low.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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