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WWIII may 
already have 

started
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

Gas prices at the pump are 
much lower than a year ago or 
two years ago. Why? Because it’s 
World War III.

We have started WW III. 
Nobody dies. It’s similar to the 
Cold War, but we have an actual 
battleground and a weapon. 

I’ve read numerous times that 
the next 
war will be 
fought in 
cyberspace. 
Maybe the 
one after 
this. This 
one is being 
fought on the 
battlefield of 

the world economy, and the only 
weapon is -- oil.

Let me lay the groundwork. 
What’s visible on the surface 
started in 2014, about a couple 
of weeks after the Sochi Winter 
Olympics concluded in Russia. 
There may have been some 
movement before then, but that’s 
when some of the first battles 
of WWIII began, and we could 
read about them in the business 
pages.

Right after the Olympics 
ended, Russia invaded Ukraine 
and started occupying Crimea. 
Putin started making speeches 
including the phrase “New 
Russia,” which basically meant 
that he wanted back the territory 
occupied by the former Soviet 
Union.

We could scream all we 
wanted about how Putin needs 
to get out of Ukraine, but the 
bottom line is that we were not 
going to engage in a traditional 
military conflict against him over 
this invasion. Ukraine is not part 
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By Carolyn Bigda
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

When you’re young and juggling 
lots of financial responsibilities, 
from repaying student loans to 
saving up for a down payment on 
a home, you may have only a few 
dollars left over each month to put 
away for retirement.

The problem is, you generally 
need a lot more than just pocket 
change to invest in the mutual 
funds that will help grow your 
savings.

Today, the average minimum 
investment for a U.S. stock fund 
- a core holding in any young 
person’s portfolio -  is $4,000, 
according to Morningstar, an 
investment data provider.

Discouraged? Don’t be, 
because there now are plenty of 
ways to get around the minimum 
investment hurdle. Consider the 
following:

You’re never too young 
to start investing in 

retirement funds

Cassettes are back

By Dan Hyman
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

Steve Stepp likes to tell people 
his company is still around after 45 
years thanks to his stupidity and 
stubbornness. 

As the owner of family-run 
National Audio Company, the last 
business to manufacture audio cas-
sette tapes on a massive scale, the 
lifelong Springfield, Mo., resident 
weathered nearly two decades of 
people telling him his product was 
obsolete. 

He didn’t budge: Stepp bought 

up all his competitors’ equipment, 
continued to produce spoken-word 
audiobooks, Bibles and blank cas-
settes and hoped for the best.

Two years ago, something unex-
pected happened: Musical artists 
and record labels started ramping 
up their cassette tape requests in a 
major way. 

Today National Audio’s busi-
ness is booming; it’s manufactur-
ing 250 to 350 titles at any given 
time — a 33 percent increase from 
2014 — and working on five to 10 
releases a week alone for major 

record label conglomerate Universal 
Music Group.

Piggybacking off the recent surge 
in demand for 12-inch vinyl records, 
music fans and artists alike are 
gravitating back to media formats 
once considered dead, such as 
cassettes and seven-inch records 
(commonly known as 45s). 

To that end, Chicago-based retail-
ers, including Reckless Records 
and Dusty Groove, have seen 
noticeable increases in cassette 
and seven-inch vinyl sales — a 

(Continued on Page 4)
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 BUT IF I GET WOOZY, IT’S ON YOU: A woman called 911 from her 
home in Clermont, Fla., and asked the police to bring her some chicken 
wings and cigarettes. She said it was an emergency, claiming that she 
would pass out if her request was not granted. The cops came and 
arrested her,

MAYBE WE’RE NOT RIGHT FOR EACH OTHER: A woman, who had 
been married for only four days, stabbed her new husband in the chest 
and arm at a bar in Salisbury, Ill.

IT WAS THE ALCOHOL, DUMMY!  A pet duck, whose owner encour-
ages him to consume beer, got drunk in a bar in Great Bromley, England, 
and attacked a dog. The canine, who has the same owner as the duck, 
lashed out at the bird causing slight injury. After being treated and sober-
ing up, the duck made amends, hopped up on the dog’s back and fell 
asleep.

WHAT GIRL WOULDN’T FALL FOR THIS GUY? An 18-year-old man 
started hitting a young woman with a pillow inside the Walmart in St. 
Augustine, Fla., laughing all the while. He told arresting officers that it 
was a joke and his unorthodox method of meeting women.

IT’S NOT ‘ALL-EVERYONE-CAN-EAT,’ MISS: A woman eating at a 
Denny’s in Oak Lawn, Ill., flew into a rage when a waitress told her she 
was not allowed to share her $4 all-you-can-eat pancake special with 
her friends who were sitting with her. She took a couple of swings at the 
waitress, kicked a door and left without paying. The cops caught up with 
her later.

DON’T TOUCH THAT DIAL!: A man, sitting in the back seat of a car 
in Portland, Ore., unexpectedly slashed the neck of the passenger sitting 
in front of him, because the front-seat guy changed the radio station. The 
victim did not die, and the other guy has been charged with attempted 
murder.

WE’RE JUST SO SAD, YOUR HONOR: After failing their exams, 112 
engineering students at Visvesvaraya Technological University in Banga-
lore, India, filed a lawsuit seeking compensation for the “mental agony” 
they suffered as a result.

BUT IT’S OUR FAVORITE BAR: Some 800 people signed a petition 
to have the Duke of Hamilton Pub in Hampstead, England, be listed as 
an Asset of Community Value, which would require the owner to seek 
permission from the city council if he wanted to sell it. In response, the 
irate owner banned them all from the premises.

SHE DROVE SO BAA-D: A woman was arrested for drunk driving 
after she plowed her sport utility vehicle through a herd of sheep that was 
crossing the road in Monte Vista, Colo., killing 38 and injuring 12. She 
fled the scene, but her front license plate fell off at the scene.

• Start with your 401(k): If you are 
eligible to participate in a retire-
ment plan at work, such as a 401(k) 
or 403(b), start there. With these 
plans, you can contribute as little 
as 1 percent of your pretax income 
to mutual funds selected by your 
employer.

So if you make an annual salary 
of $40,000, that’s just $400 per year, 
or about $15 per biweekly pay-
check. (Financial planners suggest 

saving as much as 15 percent of 
your salary, but you can work your 
way up.)

You also get the benefit of receiv-
ing matching contributions from your 
employer, if a match is offered.

• Look for low minimums: 
Although many mutual funds require 
thousands of dollars to get started 
investing, some low-minimum 
options are available.

In November, Charles Schwab 
lowered the minimum investment for 

the majority of mutual funds offered 
through its OneSource platform 
from $2,500 to $100. In addition, 
the company dropped the minimum 
required for subsequent contribu-
tions from $500 to as little as $1.

Some 10,000 mutual funds are 
available through the platform, 
which does not charge transaction 
fees, and about 95 percent of those 
funds now carry the $100 minimum, 
says Doug Hanson, vice president 
and head of third-party mutual fund 
platforms at Schwab.

“It makes the funds a lot more 
accessible,” he said.

• Sign up with Uncle Sam: If 
you’re not eligible to participate in a 
workplace retirement plan and are 
not sure where to invest your dollars 
just yet, Jim Saulnier, a financial 
planner in Fort Collins, Colo., 
suggested signing up for a myRA 
account (myRA.gov).

The account is basically a Roth 
individual retirement account offered 
by the U.S. Treasury. It has no mini-

mum investment requirement and 
no fees. When you make contribu-
tions, the money is invested in the 
Government Securities Fund, which 
pays interest (in 2014, the latest 
date available, the interest rate was 
2.31 percent) and guarantees to 
return your principal.

Because the account offers low 
risk – and low returns – you don’t 
want to stay invested in it forever. 
Also, as with all Roth IRAs, you 
must meet certain income require-
ments to participate.

“I jokingly refer to it as the Roth 
IRA starter kit,” Saulnier said. “But 
while you build up the minimum you 
need for other investments, it’s per-
fect.” And once your savings have 
grown, you can roll the money into 
another Roth account, with no taxes 
or penalties.

• Get an app: What if you literally 
have just spare change to put aside 
for retirement?

Consider opening an account 
with Acorns. The company offers an 
app that will round up your debit- or 
credit-card purchases to the nearest 
dollar and invest the extra change 

in one of five diversified investment 
portfolios.

The service costs just $1 per 
month for accounts with a balance 
of less than $5,000 or 0.25 percent 
for balances of $5,000 and up. Fees 
are waived for students who provide 
a valid “.edu” email address. To get 
started, go to www.acorns.com.

Every little bit helps: You are never too young to start investing in a retirement account
(Continued from Page 1)
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Friendly count
Q.  Can you propose numbers 

and perhaps even a sort of formula 
for maintaining human friendships?

A.  The magic number is about 
150 for the natural size of social 
groups, according to University of 
Oxford’s Robin Dunbar, as reported 
by Catherine deLange in “New 
Scientist” magazine.  This number is 
even in the right ballpark for modern 
online groups. “Facebook allows up 
to 5000 friends, but most users have 
between 150 and 250, although 
many of these will be acquaintances 
and some will be strangers.” Actu-

ally, people with more Facebook 
friends tend to have more in-person 
friends as well. 

As for a friendship formula, 
Dunbar suggests every-other-day 
contact for your very close friends 
and once a week for your next five 
closest pals, either face-to-face or 
online.  Once a month is enough for 
the next 15, every six months for the 
next 50, and once a year for the rest 
of the group.

The exception is close friendships 
from your younger days -- “you can 
often pick these relationships up 
exactly where you left off, even after 
decades.”

Early risers
Q. Are you a “morning person”?  

Can science explain why you might 
be a lark rather than an owl?

A. It has to do with your circadian 
system, that brain region of 20,000 
nerve cells that regulates everything 
from hormone levels and when you 
digest food to when you feel sleepy, 
says Sonia Ancoli-Israel of UC-San 
Diego’s Sleep Medicine Center, 
as reported by Nathan Reese in 
“Mental Floss” magazine.  Larks 
(think of morning birds) are “phase 
advanced,” feeling tired early in 
the evening, while owls are “phase 
delayed,” feeling tired later at night.  

As you’ve probably observed, 
people’s circadian rhythms change 
over time, with babies waking at 
dawn but teens struggling to get 
out of bed by noon.  As adults get 
older, mornings usually get easier.  
Genetics plays a key role here:  
“In 2012, scientists discovered a 
single nucleotide near a gene called 
‘Period 1’ that determines whether 
you’re an owl, a lark, or in between.” 

Since research suggests that 
early risers have a mental edge, 
to become more lark-like, stick to 
a regimented sleep schedule and 
avoid disruptive evening light before 
you call it a night, Reese says.

Colorful color 
Q. What striking thing happens 

when you put on specially tinted 
lenses incorporating the latest color 
vision science and optical technol-
ogy? What if you’re color-blind, or 
more accurately, color-deficient?

A. With these ordinary looking 
EnChroma lenses, colors appear 
more vibrant, saturated and full. 
According to the EnChroma.com 
website, “colorful objects, such as 
flowers, colorful paint and fabrics, 
food and traffic signs suddenly 
‘pop’ with a heightened purity and 
intensity. Experiences like a rainbow 
or a sunset, seen for the first time 
with these lenses, are magically 
transformed beyond any rational 
description.”

A little background first: People 
with color vision deficiency have red 
and green photopigments that over-
lap more than normal, “analogous 
to how two adjacent radio stations 
might bleed together and make a 
mess of conflicting information...”  

Drawing on perceptual psycho-
physics, the EnChroma team was 
able to simulate the appearance of 
thousands of colors and see what 
happens to a visual system affected 
by any given filter.  They eventually 
produced a lens that improves the 
signal separation of affected retinal 
cone cells and provides better color 
vision.

Though not a cure for color 
blindness, as the website says, 
EnChroma can serve as an optical 
assistive device for most deficient 
observers.
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

How to get a disability application 
‘fast-tracked’

Questions and Answers about your Social Security

Q: I’ve heard there is a way for my daughter to get her disability appli-
cation on the “fast track.” How does this work?

A: If your daughter has one of the more than 200 impairments 
on the Compassionate Allowances list at www.socialsecurity.gov/
compassionateallowances, her application might be “fast-tracked” for a 
decision. Compassionate Allowances make it possible for applicants to 
receive a decision on their disability applications within days instead of 
months or years as long as their medical conditions are so severe that 
they obviously meet Social Security’s definition of disability. Learn more 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/compassionateallowances.

ACC court reporting students pass
All five students from the Alvin Community College Court Reporting 

program who took the recent license exam from the  Texas Court Report-
ers Certification Board passed the test for a 100 percent pass rate.

Only 24 students in Texas took the exam with 14 passing. ACC 
routinely posts among the highest pass rates in the state, instructors 
said. ACC students who received their license include Amy Caillouet, of 
Alvin; Haleigh Nava, of Spring; Michelle Rodriguez, of Houston; Joanna 
Sagastisado, of Houston and Ehdi Sepulveda, of Katy.

“Our department is extremely proud of these students,” Court Report-
ing Chair Micki Kincaide said. “For most schools it’s almost unheard to 
have a 100 percent pass rate.”

As part of their certification as a court reporter in Texas, students 
must be able to write more than 200 words per minute on a stenography 
machine with 95 percent accuracy. The strict standards require students 
to put in a lot of effort in their courses, Kincaide said.

“Our students have sacrificed time from their personal lives and their 
families to achieve their professional goals,” she said.

Rodriguez said the exam was stressful but credits the ACC program 
and its instructors for preparing her.

“They make sure we’re successful outside of these walls,” she said. “I 
never felt more prepared.”

Houston is the sixth-largest job market for court reporters in the coun-
try, according to the college. 

trend longtime Reckless manager 
Melissa Grubbs believes is due to 
repopularized vinyl LPs increasing 
in price.

“It’s most definitely real,” Michael 
Kurtz, co-founder of Record Store 
Day, an annual celebration of old-
school audio formats, says of the 
dead media resurgence, adding the 
two biggest sellers in the history of 
Record Store Day were cassettes 
— a mixtape for the “Guardians of 
the Galaxy” film and Metallica’s “No 
Life ‘Til Leather.”

Seven-inch records are also 
starting to sell in large numbers. 
“When we started Record Store 
Day, we thought no one would buy 
seven-inchers,” says Kurtz, who 
likens the 45 to “a postcard for an 
artist to send to fans. “But then they 
sold out. The fans loved it. So we 
thought, ‘Let’s do some more!’ “ 
In the first half of 2015, according 
to the most recent RIAA Shipment 
and Revenue Statistics report, 
approximately 400,000 vinyl singles 
were shipped to retailers, a nearly 
30 percent increase from the same 
period the previous year. While still 

largely concentrated around Record 
Store Day, artists as diverse as 
David Bowie, A$AP Rocky, and Fall 
Out Boy have released seven-inch 
vinyl in recent times.

But what is driving artists and 
fans back to these vintage formats? 
For singer and frontman of hardcore 
punk band Black Flag, Henry Rol-
lins, the appeal of a seven-inch, he 
says, has always and continues to 
thrive in that it allows a snapshot of 
a band’s current goings-on. Groups 
in the ‘60s and ‘70s commonly put 
out seven-inch records to promote 
their new single. Black Flag, formed 
in 1980, was no different. The 
punk genre, he explains, gravi-
tated toward the format for its DIY 
sensibility.

“Many of these bands were not 
looking for a career, so the short-
and-to-the-point format of the single 
was a good way to go,” Rollins 
says, recalling an early deal Black 
Flag made with Southern California 
record store chain Licorice Pizza to 
distribute its vinyl singles. “Hope-
fully, when you went to the store to 
get your free record post-show, you 
might pick up the ‘Damaged’ album 

by the band as well.”
Contemporary musicians, such 

as hip-hop beatmaker DJ Harrison, 
who released his recent “Songs 
From The Black Water” EP exclu-
sively on cassette, prefer tapes for 
their compressed sound. “Every-
thing sits in the right place in the mix 
when recording to tape,” he offers. 
Equally as important to Harrison is 
the experience of buying a physical 
product, something increasingly 
marginalized in the digital age. “It’s 
a whole all-around experience,” he 
says of obtaining a cassette. The 
album art, he adds, “is just as much 
of a worthy product as the music.”

Independent record labels 
focused on cassettes are, not sur-
prisingly, also on the rise. Chicago-
based labels including Plustapes 
and Already Dead Tapes release 
several offerings per month, the 
latter pricing product at $5 each. 
“There were a lot of tape labels 
six years ago when we started the 
label, but it has grown exponentially 
to the point where now there’s 
constantly new tape labels popping 
up,” says Already Dead co-founder 
Joshua Tabbia.

Audio casettes have returned from the grave
(Continued from Page 1)
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Mirror, mirror on the wall, who is the slenderest one of all?
By Jeff Strickler
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

The newest diet tool is a mirror. 
No, not to scowl into as you critique 
the tummy bulges that appeared 
over the holidays. 

This mirror is for watching your-
self eat.

The principle at work here is that 
if we sit in front of a mirror watch-
ing ourselves stuff food into our 
mouths, we will eat less junk food 
and more fruits and vegetables.

The diet was cooked up by a 
marketing researcher at the Univer-

sity of Central Florida who studies 
consumer decision-making. In a 
report published in the  the Journal 
of the Association for Consumer 
Research, professor Ata Jami 
concluded that when people watch 
themselves in a mirror, they “judge 
themselves and their behaviors in a 
same way that they judge others.”

The criticism influences the way 
the food tastes, he said. If we feel 
bad about what we’re eating, it 
doesn’t taste as good. 

Likewise, if we feel good about 
our choice of food, it will tend to 

taste better.
Jami conducted an experiment 

in which he told graduate students 
that they were part of a taste-test-
ing. 

Half the subjects were served a 
slice of chocolate cake on a table in 
front of a mirror; the other half got 
cake in a room with no mirror. 

The first group didn’t rate the 
taste of the cake nearly as high as 
the second group did.

Jami tried the experiment again 
with fruit. This time there was no 
difference reported in the tastes.

“The presence of a mirror 
induces a discomfort and lowers 
the perceived taste of the unhealthy 
food,” he wrote. “Eating healthy 
does not induce any discomfort 
and, as a result, [the] mirror does 
not change the taste of healthy 
food.”
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Only Christ can fill the emptiness 
in us; cults, greed, etc. fall short

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why do people get involved in cults? I’ve read recently about 
celebrities who get involved in strange religious groups, and I can’t 
understand what makes them do it. - Mrs. F.P. 

A: We all have a hunger in our hearts for God - an empty place in our 
souls that only He can fill. The Psalmist in the Bible put it this way: “My 
soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with 
God?” (Psalm 42:2).

The problem is that instead of turning to God and letting Him fill our 
souls, we turn to other things - pleasure, fame, money, sex, or drugs and 
alcohol. Some people even turn to false philosophies or religions, hoping 
these will lead them to the truth and fill the empty place in their lives. For 
a time, they may think they’ve found what they were looking for, but in the 
end, they’re just as empty as they ever were. Tragically, some will even 
discover that they’ve almost destroyed their lives.

Only God can satisfy our inner hunger, and He will, as we turn to Him 
and by faith open our hearts and lives to Christ’s transforming power. God 
doesn’t want us to wander through life, constantly wondering who we are 
or why we’re here. Instead, Christ came into the world to bring us back to 
God, and He will, as we commit our lives to Him.

Don’t be deceived by those who urge you to take a wrong road, no 
matter how glamorous or famous they seem to be. Instead, make Christ 
the center of your life. God’s Word is true: “Why spend money on what is 
not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?... Give ear and come 
to me; listen, that you may live” (Isaiah 55:2-3).

Galveston Bay Foundation (GBF) 
invites the public to attend a Rain 
Barrel Workshop at the Eddie V. 
Gray Wetlands & Education Center 
in Baytown on Saturday, March 5,  
from 9:30 – 11:30 am. 

Rain barrels are an efficient, low-
cost method for collecting rainwater. 
They are placed at downspouts in 
order to catch rain and reduce runoff 
into storm drains, and the accu-
mulated rainwater can be used for 
watering a garden or houseplants, 
among many other uses. 

Attendees at this workshop will 
learn  the  benefits  of rain  bar-
rels,  how  to use  them,  as well  as 
proper  location  and  installation.  

This workshop is part of GBF’s 
efforts to reduce stormwater pol-
lution, conserve water, and keep 
Galveston Bay fishable and swim-
mable.

Pre-registration is required. The 
workshop costs $35, which includes 
one 35-gallon barrel, a connector kit 
and admission for two people.

To register, visit www.galvbay.org/
rainbarrel. For more information, 
contact Sarah Cunningham at 
scunningham@galvbay.org or (281) 
332-3381 x220. Space is limited.

This workshop is made possible 
thanks to the following sponsors: 
LyondellBasell, Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company and City of Baytown.

Learn how to 
catch raindrops

Find out how to grow, sell your own fruits, vegetables
Ever wanted to grow your own 

fruit or vegetables, and make some 
money by selling the fruits of your 
labor? 

The Brazoria County AgriLife 
Extension office is pleased to pres-
ent the “Small Scale Commercial 
Fruit and Vegetable Production” 
program on Feb. 25, from 6-8 pm. 

Dr. Joe Masabni, Texas A&M 
Small Acreage Vegetable Special-
ist, will give a short program on the 
requirements for successful small 
acreage vegetable production.  
Topics include irrigation, how to take 
care of your soil, marketing informa-
tion, and disease management. 

Monte Nesbitt, Texas A&M 

University Fruit Specialist, will speak 
about the requirements, challenges 
and opportunities for growing fruit 
commercially.  Participants will learn 
about production and economic 
potential of fruit crops like citrus, 
blackberries, figs, peaches, and 
pomegranates. 

Light refreshments will be served.  
The program will be held at the 
AgriLife Extension Office, which 
is located at Country Road 171, 
Angleton. The cost is $14. 

To register online, please see our 
website at brazoria.agrilife.org.  To 
register by phone, please call (979) 
864-1558 ex. 110 and ask for Becky 
Duke. For further information on this 
or any upcoming AgriLife Exten-
sion programs, please contact the 
Brazoria County AgriLife Extension 
office at (979) 864-1558.  
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Sugar Land students win regional National Science Bowl competition
A team of high school students 

from Sugar Land has won their 
regional competition for the 2016 
National Science Bowl® (NSB) 
recntly, and is advancing to compete 
at the National Finals in Washing-
ton, D.C., in April. 

This year marks the 26th time the 
national competition has been held.

“The National Science Bowl® 
continues to be one of the premier 
academic competitions across the 
country, and prepares America’s 
students for future successes in 
some of the world’s fastest growing 
fields in research and engineering,” 
said U.S. Energy Secretary Moniz. 
“I am honored to congratulate all of 
the competitors who are advancing 
to the national finals where they 
will continue to showcase their 
talents as top students in math and 
science.”

The NSB brings together thou-
sands of middle and high school 
students from across the country to 
compete in a fast-paced question-
and-answer format where they solve 
technical problems and answer 
questions on a range of science dis-
ciplines including biology, chemistry, 
Earth and space science, physics 
and math.

A series of 116 regional middle 
school and high school tournaments 
are being held across the coun-

try from January through March. 
Winners will advance to represent 
their areas at the National Science 
Bowl® held from April 28 to May 2 
in Washington, D.C., for the final 
middle school and high school 
competitions.

The top 16 high school teams and 
the top 16 middle school teams in 
the National Finals will win $1,000 
for their schools’ science depart-
ments. Prizes for the top two high 
school teams for the 2016 NSB will 
be announced at a later date.

The high school team that won 
the 2015 NSB received a nine-day, 

all-expenses-paid science trip to 
Alaska, where they learned more 
about glaciology, marine and avian 
biology, geology and plate tectonics. 
The second-place high school team 
at the 2015 NSB won a five-day, 
fully guided adventure tour of sev-
eral national parks, which included a 
whitewater rafting trip.

More than 250,000 students have 
participated in the National Science 
Bowl® in its 25-year history, and it is 
one of the nation’s largest science 
competitions. More than 14,000 
students compete in the NSB each 
year.

Please let your friends know that The Bulletin also 
can be read online at: mybulletinnewspaper.com

Did you know?
• On Saturn, Jupiter and Neptune, it rains diamonds
• Neptune’s wind is so fast that it breaks the sound barrier.
• Crows can recognize human faces and hold grudges against people they 

don’t like.
• For comfort, baby elephants sucks on their trunks like babies suck on 

their thumb.
• A glow-in-the-dark ice cream exists, but before you get too excited - its 

main ingredient is jellyfish protein. It was developed by a company in the 
U.K.

• While wagging their tail, dogs communicate their emotions of happiness 
and sadness by either wagging more to the left or to the right side.
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Angleton Chamber of Commerce
Annual Gala, January 2016 
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Wild About Our Seniors: At Lake Jackson’s Senior Fest 2016
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By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Super Bowl headlines
At SportsPickle.com: “MVP 

Miller: ‘No, I’m not going to 
Disney World. I’m 26 and 
single.’“

At Yahoo.com: “Cam Newton 
goes from Superman to Incred-
ible Sulk.”

Cyber Woods
A robot dubbed Eldrick – in 

honor of Tiger Woods – hit a 
hole-in-one on the same par-3 
16th hole at the TPC Scottsdale 
course in Arizona that Woods 
once did it.

Eldrick is so realistic, wit-
nesses say, that it even backed 
into a fire hydrant while trying to 
quickly exit the course.

Love Hurts Dept.
UFC fighter Alex Nicholson 

used his weigh-in last week to 
propose to his girlfriend.

In keeping with the theme, did 
he give her a square ring?

Sports quiz
Troubled QB Johnny Manziel 

was urged to focus on health 
and football in a tweet from:

a) actor Charlie Sheen
b) ex-Indians pitcher Ricky 

“Wild Thing” Vaughn
Stat of the Week
Peyton Manning, Tom Brady 

and Ben Roethlisberger were the 
AFC champ’s starting quarter-
back in 12 of the past 13 Super 
Bowls, reported Jayson Stark of 
ESPN.com.

The 13th? The Ravens’ Joe 
Flacco.

Good question
Asked reader Scott Powell to 

the Cleveland’s Plain Dealer: 
“Does the Super Bowl Baby 
phenomenon now fully explain 
the drop in Cleveland’s popula-
tion over the last 50 years?”

Talking the talk
Scott Ostler of the San 

Francisco Chronicle, on Hall of 
Fame QB Joe Montana perform-
ing the Super Bowl 50 coin flip: 
“Maybe time has clouded (my) 
memory, but I believe it will mark 
the first time Montana ever threw 
something on Super Sunday that 
hit the grass.”
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Command from a bailiff
5 Circle calculation
9 They smell
14 Like Mini Coopers
15 Pond croaker
16 Swine squeals
17 Gave the once-over
18 Particularly welcome casino 
visitor
20 Alpine song

22 Ear-splitting
23 Court case that generates a 
media frenzy, say
30 Handsome god
32 Get really angry
33 Granada gold
34 Irritate
37 “CSI” facilities
38 Tee sizes, for short
39 “Nice job!” ... and, in another 
sense, a hint about the first words of 

18-, 23-, 52- and 60-Across
42 Geese formation
43 Leafy veggie baked for chips
45 Bitten by bees
46 Angled pipe fitting
47 Handsome god
50 __ Raiders: consumer advocates
52 Abe Lincoln nickname
55 Principal role
56 Diet food phrase
60 Irritate to the breaking point
66 Shredded
67 Construction beam fastener
68 Former South Korean leader 
Syngman __
69 Golf club used for chipping
70 Blissful settings
71 Jedi guru
72 Small change

DOWN
1 Do as directed
2 Toy with a spool
3 Deleted, with “out”
4 Louisiana music style
5 Olympics fig.
6 French monarch
7 One below birdie
8 Specialized, committee-wise
9 Bit of pasta
10 Frying liquid
11 NBC show since 1975, briefly
12 Barely manage, with “out”
13 Ukr. or Lith., once
19 Feels remorse over
21 Bochco legal series
24 Forearm bone
25 Some DVD players
26 Sinuous swimmer
27 Less cowardly
28 Insurgent group
29 ‘50s four-wheeled flop
30 16th-century Spanish fleet
31 Hoi __: the masses
33 Heroic Schindler
35 Giants Hall of Famer Mel
36 Brewers Hall of Famer Robin
40 Pest in a swarm
41 Utah city near the Golden Spike
44 Photo blowup: Abbr.
48 Sea spots?
49 Blueprint detail, for short
51 Sexy
53 Cable Guy of comedy
54 The Gem State
57 Warning from a driver?
58 Elvis __ Presley
59 No-frills shelter
60 Hip-hop Dr.
61 Free (of)
62 “__ changed my mind”
63 Caracas’ country, to the IOC
64 Athens : omega :: London : __
65 Assenting vote
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
CARBON COBALT  COPPER  SILVER  SODIUM  IODINE  HELIUM
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Ambitions are achieved by dem-
onstrating unflagging determina-
tion. You can use your education 
to attain your heart’s desire in the 
week ahead. The lessons you 
learned in your younger years 
could serve you well.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Safety before sensitivity. You yearn 
for security and have a tendency 
to take a cautious approach in the 
week ahead. You may put duty 
before pleasure and can do well 
with any task that requires discrimi-
nation.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Some bridges are made of stone 
and can’t be burned. Old friends 
can hamper your progress this 
week by loading you down with 
excess baggage. To overcome 
potential criticism honor your past 
promises and obligations.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Overlook unavoidable embarrass-
ing moments in the week to come. 
When someone says the wrong 
thing or a coworker makes a silly 
mistake it is best to simply ignore 
it. Group activities could squeeze 
your wallet.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Fame is 
the name of the game. In the week 
ahead you can make the most 
of your reputation by mixing with 
people in public places. You could 
be enriched by a passing opportu-
nity if you wisely accept it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Prac-
tice being flexible when challenged 
by changing times. Don’t turn your 
back on someone who rebels 
against your wishes. There may be 
a temporary upset this week that 
makes you want to run for cover.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Turn 
on the voice mail and tune out 
distractions. Don’t let a loved one’s 
possessiveness or thoughtless-
ness disturb your serenity. This 
week you will be successful by 
being more self-disciplined and 
efficient.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You might thrive in the middle of 
a herd. It is easy to make a wide 

range of new contacts in the week 
ahead when you exude sincere 
friendliness. Your energy and 
initiative is best used with creative 
projects.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Insecurities can make you 
cautious, but that is a good thing. 
As this week unfolds you may face 
a choice between acting on past 
precedents and acting on principle. 
Hold off on making crucial deci-
sions.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You can appreciate great art even 
if you aren’t an artist. Just because 
you don’t possess a talent or skill 
doesn’t mean you can’t enjoy the 
beautiful things in life that other 
people provide.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
The New Moon in your sign this 
week might mark the beginning 
of a new phase in your personal 
attitudes. Focus on being proactive 
with financial matters.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A 
relationship might fit like a glove. If 
you are looking for love you could 
find it in all the right places. Even 
the most self-absorbed person will 
not be able to resist your charms 
and enticements this week.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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By Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency

In the heart of the Czech 
Republic, Prague is “the golden city 
of a hundred spires.” This vibrant 
Baroque capital escaped the bombs 
of last century’s wars, so it remains 
one of Europe’s best-preserved 
cities. It’s the ideal springboard for 
travelers new to Eastern Europe 
- an accessible city with a story to 
tell and plenty to experience. When 
I need a break from history-heavy 
sightseeing, I stroll through its local 
markets, enjoy an outdoor concert, 
sip a Czech brew on a vista terrace 
or take a leisurely paddleboat ride 
on the Vltava River. 

Wedged in the bend of the river, 
the Old Town 
Square is my 
favorite place to 
start exploring 
Prague’s trea-
sures. The vast 
square is ringed 
with colorful 
buildings; dotted 
with Baroque 
towers, steeples 
and statues; 
and alive with 
people. Street 
performers pro-
vide a constant 
soundtrack. 
Horse-drawn 
carriages and 
Segways zip through constantly - a 
reminder that Prague is as much a 
city of yesterday as a city of today. 
At the top of the hour, locals gather 
around the towering astronomical 
clock to see a mechanical show of 
moving figures. 

  To get a flavor of artisan Prague, 
explore the nearby open-air Have-
lska Market, a thriving hotbed of 
traditional-though-touristy Czech 
culture. Here you can browse for 
handicrafts, including fun “kitchen 
witch” marionettes to hang in your 
kitchen for good luck. It’s also an 
inviting place to enjoy a healthy 
snack and connect with a local 
farmer. 

At the head of the Old Town is 
the majestic Charles Bridge, lined 
with 17th- and 18th-century statues. 
Under communism, this pedestrian-
only bridge crossing the Vltava 
River was quiet, its big Gothic 

towers and statues of saints coated 
in black soot. Today it’s a celebra-
tion of life, with a festival of artists 
and musicians all along its length. 
A walk across this delightful bridge 
is one of the most pleasant strolls in 
Europe, and I can’t think of a more 
striking place to enjoy an impromptu 
concert. 

Another idyllic setting for an after-
noon serenade is at Prague Castle, 
overlooking the river. There’s a 
tremendous city view and entertain-
ing bands that play regularly at 
the gate. My favorite group is the 
Prague Castle Orchestra, headed 
by the friendly, mustachioed Josef. 
Prague booms with live and inex-
pensive classical music, jazz and 

theater. Be sure 
to catch a perfor-
mance, whether 
on the street or at 
the famed Opera 
House. 

 After taking 
in the sights, 
sounds, smells 
and tastes of 
a walk through 
Prague, consider 
a scenic tour 
from the water by 
renting a rowboat 
or paddleboat on 
the Vltava River. 
Float at your own 
pace among the 

swans and watch local lovers cruise 
by in their own boats. Even better, 
for the best cheap riverside dinner, 
have a picnic on a paddleboat. 
There’s nothing like drifting down 
the middle of the Vltava River, while 
munching on a picnic meal and sip-
ping a beer with your favorite travel 
partner.

Around sunset, the evening light 
is warm, and the colors are rich. 
It’s the perfect time to grab a drink 
at the rooftop terrace at Hotel u 
Prince, overlooking the Old Town 
Square. While touristy, it offers the 
best views in town and refreshing 
Czech brews. Czechs are among 
the world’s most enthusiastic beer 
(“pivo”) drinkers, so whether you’re 
in a “restaurace” (restaurant), 
“hostinec” (pub) or “hospoda” (bar) 
- a beer will land on your table upon 
the slightest hint to the waiter. “Na 
Zdravi” (Cheers)!

For an authentic Czech dinner, 
follow your nose and keep an 
eye out for ambience. What you’d 
pay for a basic meal in Vienna or 
Munich will get you a memorable 
dining experience in Prague. From 
traditional, dark Czech beer halls, to 
elegant Art Nouveau dining rooms, 
to hip cafes, you won’t go hungry 
with stick-to-your-ribs Eastern 
European fare: Goulash, dumplings, 
potatoes and lots of meat.

After a hearty Czech meal, I enjoy 

sitting down to an amusing Prague 
tradition called Black Light Theater. 
A kind of mime/modern dance 
show, Black Light Theater is unique 
to Prague and has no language 
barrier. 

Neon-clad acrobats dance and 
contort around the stage, creating 
optical illusions against a black 
backdrop. Although aficionados 
lament that it’s becoming a cheesy 
variety show, it’s still an unusual the-
ater experience that many enjoy.

Seeing how alive this city is today, 
it’s hard to imagine the gray and 
bleak Prague of the communist era. 
Its seamless marriage of evocative 
Old-World charm and modern urban 
bustle makes Prague ideal for expe-
riences beyond the typical sightsee-
ing routine. With music spilling into 
the streets, colorful farmers’ markets 
and animated pubs serving up some 
of the best beer in Europe, it’s a city 
thriving with visitors and locals invit-
ing you to join in. 

Eastern Europe’s Prague offers great charm, entertainment, food and history

Prague is filled with 
the sights, sounds 

and smell of yesterday 
and today, as it 

combines the modern 
world with the past. 

You’ll enjoy first-class 
accommodations 

without the first-class 
prices.

IF YOU VISIT...
SLEEPING: In the Old Town, Brewery Hotel u Medvidku offers 43 

comfortable renovated rooms in a rustic, medieval shell with dark wood 
furniture. Take advantage of its popular beer-hall restaurant with live 
music on weekends (moderate, www.umedvidku.cz). The convenient 
Hotel Metamorphis rents bright, spacious rooms in Prague’s former 
caravanserai (hostel for foreign merchants in the 12th century) above two 
popular bars (splurge, www.hotelmetamorphis.cz).

EATING: Hotel u Prince’s rooftop terrace is touristy, but it boasts spec-
tacular views of Prague and offers an international menu (Staromestske 
Namesti 29, tel. 224-213-807). Pivovarsky Dum (“The Brewhouse”) is 
popular with locals for its rare variety of fresh beers, fine classic Czech 
dishes and an inviting interior that mixes traditional and modern (Lipova 
15, tel. 296-216-666). 

GETTING AROUND: You can walk nearly everywhere in Prague, but 
it’s worth figuring out the public transportation system. The Metro is slick, 
the trams fun and the taxis quick and easy.

TOURIST INFORMATION: www.praguewelcome.cz.

• Prague, capital of the Czech 
Republic, is bisected by the Vltava 
River. Nicknamed “the City of a 
Hundred Spires,” it’s known for its 
Old Town Square, with baroque 
buildings, Gothic churches and 
the medieval Astronomical Clock, 
with a popular show. Completed in 
1402, pedestrian Charles Bridge is 
lined with 30 statues of saints.

• Dating back to the 9th century 
and overlooking Prague, is Prague 
Castle, which is the city’s number 
one tourist attraction. Highlights 
here include St Vitus’ Cathedral, 
the Old Royal Palace and Golden 
Lane. Try not to miss the main 
changing of the guard which takes 
place daily at 12 p.m.

Did you know?

The Prague Castle Orchestra is one of the city’s most entertaining acts, performing regularly on Castle Square 
with a lively melange of Smetana, swing, and 1920s cabaret songs. Photo by Rick Steves.
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Feb. 15: ON THIS DATE in 
1923, the burial chamber of King 
Tutankhamen’s recently unearthed 
tomb was unsealed in Egypt. In 
1959, Fidel Castro became premier 
of Cuba.

Feb. 16: ON THIS DATE in 
1804, Lt. Stephen Decatur led a 
successful raid into Tripoli Harbor 
to burn the U.S. Navy frigate 
Philadelphia, which had fallen 
into the hands of pirates. In 1948, 
NBC began airing its first nightly 
newscast, “The Camel Newsreel 
Theatre,” which consisted of Fox 

Movietone newsreels.
Feb. 17: ON THIS DATE in 

1947, the Voice of America began 
broadcasting to the Soviet Union. In 
1972, President Nixon departed on 
his historic trip to China.

Feb. 18: ON THIS DATE in 1861, 
Jefferson Davis was sworn in as 
president of the Confederate States 
of America in Montgomery, Ala. In 
1930, Pluto, then regarded as the 
ninth planet of our solar system, 
was discovered.

Feb. 19: ON THIS DATE in 1807, 
former Vice President Aaron Burr 
was arrested in Alabama. He was 
later tried for treason and acquitted. 
In 1878, Thomas Edison received a 
patent for his phonograph.

Feb. 20: ON THIS DATE in 1809, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
the power of the federal government 

is greater than that of any individ-
ual state. In 1962, astronaut John 
Glenn became the first American to 
orbit the Earth in space.

Feb. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1916, the World War I Battle of 
Verdun began in France. One 
million troops on both sides were 
killed or wounded. In 1947, Edwin 
H. Land demonstrated his Polaroid 
Land camera, which could produce 
a black-and-white photograph in 60 
seconds.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1956, Elvis 
Presley got a record onto Billboard 
magazine’s Top 10 singles for 
the first time. It was “Heartbreak 
Hotel.”

This week’s question: In 1836, 
the Republic of Texas declared its 
independence from what nation?

of NATO. If it were, Putin would not 
have attacked it.

There were also other important 
events taking place around the 
world. Venezuela was causing 
problems in South America, and 
Iran was negotiating with a coalition 
of countries to try to get their sanc-
tions pulled. The sanctions slowed 
the Iranian economy, but they found 
ways around it, like selling oil on 
the black market cheaper than the 
going rate. Turkey and China were 
their main customers.

So, sanctions imposed in Russia 
for invading Ukraine would perhaps 
not be much more effective than the 
sanctions imposed on Iran. Putin 
could always sell off the books to 
prop up his economy.

At the same time, the Saudis 
were getting worried that smaller oil 
producers would take too much of 
their market share, including U.S. 
shale oil producers, who were pop-
ping up all over the country because 
oil prices were high.

Oil companies were rolling in 
money, independents were doing 
better than ever, and they all gener-
ated a lot of jobs. It was good times 
for the oil industry. 

Remember how some people 
blamed president Obama for the 
$3-plus-per-gallon gas? Remember 
when his supporters countered that 
a president does not control free 
market prices? Even Fox News 

agreed. Well, they were off a little. 
A president cannot directly set oil 

prices because our oil companies 
are not nationalized like in Mexico 
or Venezuela. But a president can 
set in place motions that in the long-
run influence the marketplace.

There are other, indirect ways 
to achieving a goal without giving 
away the next move. It’s like playing 
chess. You move a prince here, a 
dictator there, a king somewhere 
else, and much later you hope to 
win the game. 

Last year, President Obama went 
to visit King Salman of Saudi Arabia 
to pay his condolences, following 
the death of Salman’s half-brother, 
King Abdullah. They perhaps dis-
cussed the world situation and what 
could be done about it.

This is what I think they agreed 
on: Flood the world with oil.

Why: The Saudis would knock 
out a lot of their competition and 
take back their share of the world 
market. The USA would take a hit, 
but in turn would experience lower 
gas prices, since the price per barrel 
would drop significantly. 

So far, lower gas prices have 
injected an additional $24 billion 
into the country’s economy, while 
job losses and reduced profits have 
taken out $9 billion. While there are 
winners and losers in a war of any 
kind, the U.S. overall has gained in 
this one, although the oil sector has 
taken quite a hit.

Oil and gas comprise more than 
60 percent of Russia’s exports and 
make up over 30 percent of the 
country’s gross domestic product 
(GDP). While sanctions may have 
limited effect, driving oil prices dras-
tically down worldwide can destroy 
an undiversified economy.

Reports are now filtering out of 
Russia, where every printed and 
spoken word is controlled by the 
government, about demonstrations 
against the government. The people 
are experiencing high inflation and 
shortages. The Ruble, their cur-
rency, is now trash. Russia’s finan-
cial resources are being depleted. 
Check.

 During war, there are casualties. 
The Russian people are the big 
casualties in this one. And it looks 

like things are getting worse.
In Venezuela, another country 

that has an oil-based economy, the 
opposition to the current ruler has 
taken over a supermajority in the 
parliament. Socialist President Nico-
lás Maduro Moros, who also served 
in the Hugo Chávez administration, 
now can be checked and balanced, 
and he may even be forced to 
resign. Check.

Venezuela was the most powerful 
country in South America that had 
an anti-U.S. government. But it also 
has an oil-based economy. It looks 
like plunging oil prices did more to 
turn that country around internally 
than any shooting war could have.

Where could the Venezuelan radi-
cal socialists turn for help? Cuba, 
like always? Not so fast. We have 

begun to normalize diplomatic rela-
tions with Cuba, and reopened our 
embassy in Havana. Cuba may be 
more interested in bringing up the 
standard of living for its own people  
than helping a failed socialist gov-
ernment. Check.

Iran is now back in the world oil 
market legitimately, and is pushing 
even more oil into the reserve fields 
that are already full. They are assur-
ing that the oil war, this time on 
terms set out by the U.S., continues 
for a long time to come. Check

Meanwhile, the U.S. has pro-
duced more oil than it has con-
sumed. Check.

But we cannot declare check-
mate. Perhaps we never will. WWIII 
is a little more complicated than a 
shooting war. 

(Continued from Page 1)

WWIII may already have started, but it’s not like an old fashioned shootout in which people die

Can Iran deliver on promises to ramp up oil production?
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

TEHRAN, Iran — The prospect of 
Iranian crude oil returning to global 
markets that are already oversup-
plied has piled additional pressure 
on prices that recently fell below 
$30 a barrel.

The International Energy Agency, 
a leading industry watchdog, is fore-
casting that supply could exceed 
demand by 1.5 million barrels per 
day in the first half of the year.

Adding to the glut would not 
seem to be in the interests of a 
country that is counting on oil 

profits to help revive an economy 
crippled by Western sanctions. But 
Iranian officials say they are less 
worried about low prices than about 
reclaiming the market share lost to 
Saudi Arabia, Russia and other big 
oil producers.

Iranian crude exports stand at 
about 1.1 million barrels per day, 
about half their pre-sanctions level. 
With the lifting of restrictions aimed 
at curbing Iran’s nuclear activi-
ties on Jan. 16, the government 
is vowing to increase output by 
500,000 barrels a day within weeks 
and to add another 500,000 barrels 
before the year is out.

The U.S. government’s Energy 
Information Administration is 

forecasting that Iran will add about 
300,000 additional barrels of crude 
in 2016 and another 500,000 more 
in 2017.

No one doubts the potential 
in Iran. Once the second-largest 
producer in the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
the Islamic Republic sits atop the 
world’s largest gas reserves and the 
fourth-biggest petroleum reserves.

Iran was producing an average 
of 3.7 million barrels of crude a day 
in 2011, before the start of U.S. 
and European Union sanctions that 
limited the country’s ability to export 
oil and prevented it from importing 
the latest Western technology and 
equipment.
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