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What’s the  
big deal about 
Iowa or NH?

By Will Durst
Special to The Bulletin

And now the question that’s been 
dancing on the lips of politically con-
cerned citizens for decades - Who’s 
the genius that chose Iowa and 
New Hampshire to be the first and 
most influential states in determining 
who becomes the next president? 
It was probably the same guy who 
figured out how to bundle subprime 
mortgages. Or related to the brewer 
who invented Cold Turkey Breakfast 
Beer. The idiot behind pay toilets on 
airplanes.

The premier production, the Iowa 
Caucuses, is a wild and wacky 
adventure that takes up an entire 
evening. First, you find where your 
designated precinct gathering is 
being held in a school, church, 
library or neighbor’s house, one of 
more than 1680 in the state’s 99 
counties on a dark February night. 
Which means motivating supporters 
to attend is an integral part of the 
campaign, making the promise of 
snacks incredibly influential.

Because the Hawkeye State is 
fiercely independent, the Republi-
cans and Democrats have different 
rules. This will be the first year the 
GOP will announce a delegate 
count, which will be binding. Before, 
it was more of a “Santorum did well. 
Gingrich didn’t,” sort of thing.

All hell broke out last year, when 
Mitt Romney was declared the 
winner, but two weeks later it was 
revealed Rick Santorum had won, 

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

There is a solid flow of cars 
exiting the highway. It’s rush hour 
in South Brazoria County.

Progress, expansion, people 
hurrying home after a long day at 
the plants or offices.

The flow seems endless. This 
is something new. Traffic jams 

here happen 
only when 
schools let 
out. Now 
the cars 
are never-
ending.

They’re all 
exiting the 
highway at 

a high rate of speed, just to race 
to the red light, where they wait 
impatiently.

Then there is a brief clearing, 
and the process repeats.

We are booming in the south 
part, folks. Booming like crazy, 
and there are some side effects 
that come with it, like the endless 
row of cars.

I’m making my way back to 
Angleton from Lake Jackson at 
the worst time. I’m in the flow, 
just about bumper to bumper. 
Where are all these cars coming 
from? And why are their drivers 
trying to save two seconds by 
cutting me off?

Is it my imagination, or are 

RAMBLINGS

Who dares to hate on Girl Scout cookies?
By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

The Girl Scout cookie season is 
upon us - which means people with 
nothing better to do will criticize Girl 
Scout cookies. 

According to the International 
Business Times, one critic, a 
professor of medicine and public 

health at the University of Arizona, 
says it makes no sense for the 
Girl Scouts to “sell something so 
unhealthy.” 

She told IBT there is a discon-
nect between the sugary, fatty 
cookies the scouts sell and the 
organization’s mission of “building 
girls of courage, confidence and 

character who make the world a 
better place” Hey, if you don’t think 
Girl Scout cookies make the world 
a better place, try dipping a sleeve 
of Lorna Doones into a pitcher of 
ice-cold milk. 

Look, the Girl Scouts organiza-
tion was founded in 1912 to help 

What would happen if...



Page 2  THE BULLETIN    February 9, 2016      (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

ABOUT US

John and Sharon 
Toth, Owners and 

Publishers
Since July 4, 1994

THE BULLETIN is distrib-
uted each Tuesday by J&S 

Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
letters and press releases 

to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Faxed or mailed announce-

ments are no longer 
accepted. For advertising 
information, call (979) 849-
5407. Advertising and news 
release deadline is 5 p.m. 

Tuesday.
Our 22st year of publishing!

I THINK YOU MEAN ‘YES’: A couple in Spartanburg County, S.C., 
called 911 and told the police officers who came to their home a man 
dressed in camouflage had emerged from the floor of their car, and that 
they had a photo of him standing under a tree. An officer said that it was a 
picture of a tree and no person was in it. The man said that was because 
only he could see him. The officer asked them if they were on drugs. They 
said, “No.”

JUST ‘LEAVE’ IT ALONE! When a woman asked her husband to rake 
the leaves in the yard of their home in Argentine Township, Mi., he pushed 
her to the ground and left. She got drunk while he was gone, and, when 
he returned, she tried to run him over with their car.

COME AND GET ME, YOU PUNKS! Intruders must have thought they 
had an easy target when they decided to storm a Charlotte, N.C., home: 
A young mother was alone in the house breast-feeding her son. But she is 
a combat medic in the National Guard, and. when they came in with guns 
blazing, she returned fire with her own weapon. She was wounded. Her 
son was unscathed.

FURIOUS BUT NOT TOO BRIGHT: A woman, whose car was stolen in 
Baltimore, thought she would have a better chance of getting it recovered 
if she told the cops that her 2-year-old son was in the vehicle at the time. 
Officers launched an extensive search before discovering that the child 
was safe and sound at his day-care center. Mom was arrested.

MIND IF I JOIN YOU? A burglar tried to steal money from the manag-
er’s office of a restaurant in Daytona Beach, Fla., by crawling through the 
ceiling. However, just as he got over the dining room, the ceiling col-
lapsed, and he fell onto the table of a guy eating dinner.

ALL PART OF THE SERVICE: Two policemen sped to a home in 
Manchester, England, in response to a call to the emergency number from 
a 95-year-old couple. They told the officers that they had called because 
they were lonely. So one of them made the couple some tea, and they all 
had a nice little chat.

YOU’RE DOIN’ JUST GREAT, KID: A man, who was too drunk to drive, 
had his 9-year-old neighbor drive him to a gas station to buy some barbe-
cue sauce. Clerks called the cops when they saw the kid pull up and park.

O.K., HOUDINI, YOU’RE UNDER ARREST: A very skinny woman, who 
was arrested for drug trafficking in Highland Park, Australia, managed to 
squeeze herself through the window of a police car while handcuffed, and 
escape. Alas, she made the mistake of photographing herself with the 
handcuffs, and sending the picture to a friend. The friend gave it to the 
cops.

SURPRISE, WE’RE ROBBERS! NO, WAIT! BANG! Real estate scam 
artists arranged a meeting with three men in New York, luring them with 
a fake rental, and intending to rob them when they showed up. The three 
guys turned out to be undercover detectives, and when one of the crooks 
pulled a gun, one of the cops shot him in the stomach.

G & G Mini Mart in Angleton sold 
a winning Lotto Texas® ticket for the 
Wednesday night drawing on Jan. 
20. The winner earned $1,934 with 
five out of six numbers. An addi-
tional $10,000 was rewarded with 
the purchase of the $1 Extra!

It is the second major prize for 
the long-time player, who has used 

the same numbers since the Texas 
Lottery began in 1992. Coinciden-
tally, this is the second time the 
winner has hit with the same set of 
numbers, also winning a non-jack-
pot prize during the first year of the 
Lottery. 

The $1 Extra! was a new concept 
to the winner, but he learned about 

it recently. 
He became one out of two people 

to win the extra $10,000. Without 
the purchase of the $1 Extra!, the 
winner would have walked away 
with less than $2,000. 

“As soon as “Claim at Lottery” 
popped up on our machine, I knew 
he had won something big,” said 
Sara Macias, General Manager. 
“We were as excited as he was, and 
we couldn’t be happier for him.” 

Recent major prizes won at G 
& G Mini Mart include a $300,000 
Texas Two Step Jackpot in January 
2015 and a $1 million dollar prize 
on the scratch ticket, $500,000,000 
Extreme Cash Blast, in March 2013. 

G & G Mini Mart is a locally 
owned and operated convenience 
store located at 2609 N. Downing 
Rd. in Angleton. 

Opened in 1987, G & G Mini Mart 
sells lottery and scratch tickets, 
beer, groceries, and gas. The cur-
rent owners are siblings, Sara and 
Roel Macias, Jr.

G&G Mini Mart in Angleton sells another winning lotto ticket; this time for $10,000 prize

From left: Sara Macias, Susan Ratliff, Lottery winner, and Roel Macias, Jr.
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Why not try advertising 
in The Bulletin? If 
you are running ads 
somewhere else, you 
are paying more. You 
have nothing to lose 
and perhaps a lot to 
gain. Call (979) 849-5407 
today to place an ad and 
realize the savings.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

The human chin
Q.  Let’s face it:  Have you ever 

wondered why we humans are prac-
tically the only animal with a chin?

A.  One theory has it that random 
genetic mutation and chance 
played a major role, while others 
argue that natural selection actually 
favored the chin, writes Katie-Meelel 
Nodjimbadem in “Smithsonian” 
magazine.  Enter University of 
Florida evolutionary anthropologist 
James Pampush, who studied more 
than 100 primate species and found 
that “the angles that define the 
chin changed rapidly during recent 
human evolution but not elsewhere 
in the primate family tree.”  Some 
100 years ago, anthropologist T.T. 
Waterman had argued that the chin 
was part of a shrinking face, as 
the first modern humans evolved.  
Pampush’s conclusion: “Natural 
selection must have been involved 
in producing that very unusual chin 
shape.”

But why did the face shrink?  
Paleoanthropologist

Robert Franciscus proposes it 
was reduced aggression and lower 
testosterone, “associated with more 
cooperation and more social toler-
ance.”  

Concludes Nodjimbadem:  “So 
we can all keep our chins held high.  

It’s not so much a symbol of our 
vulnerability (though we sometimes 
lead with it) or even our virility.  It’s a 
sign of something more crucial – our 
civility.”

Super predators’ effect
Q. How does hunting by humans 

differ from that of other land and sea 
predators?

A. Typically, humans hunt adult 
animals, while non-human carni-
vores hunt easier-to-catch juveniles, 
reports “Science” magazine.  Dub-
bing adults “reproductive capital” 
and juveniles as “interest” on that 
capital, conservation scientist Chris 
Darimont and his colleagues argue 
that targeting adults depletes this 
precious capital. 

Analysis of hunting and fishing 
data reveals some curious facts.  
For land animals, human hunters 
put roughly 10 times as much pres-
sure on top predators (e.g. wolves) 
as herbivores (e.g. rabbits), perhaps 
due to our penchant for trophy 
hunting.  In the sea, by contrast, 
roughly equal pressure is put on top 
predators, smaller carnivores and 
herbivores.  Such equal-opportunity 
killing may be related to the fact that 
fishing is indiscriminate, conducted 
on industrial scales.  But wherever 
it occurs, we kill at many times the 
rate as all non-human predators 

combined.
Given all of this, Darimont 

concludes that “humans function as 
an unsustainable ‘super predator,’ 
which, unless additionally con-
strained by managers, will continue 
to alter ecological and evolutionary 
processes globally.”

Expensive eggs 
Q.  “It ain’t just for fancy folks 

in top hats,” writes Foster Kamer 
in “Mental Floss” magazine.  But 
it costs $50-$70 for 50 grams, or 
about $500-$700 per pound.  What 
is it?

A.  Caviar, or unfertilized salt-
cured fish eggs from different 
species of sturgeon.  This “hoity-
toity” stuff wasn’t always quite the 
delicacy it is today, Foster says.  
Actually, caviar was an everyday 
snack and an American export in 
the early 20th century, with the 
Hudson and Delaware Rivers two of 
the world’s biggest caviar-produc-
ers.  “As Josh Russ Tupper of New 
York’s iconic Russ & Daughters 
appetizing shop explains, ‘Salted 
caviar was so prevalent, it was 
sitting on bars like peanuts.’  (Like 
peanuts, the salt helped encourage 
drinkers to keep drinking.)”  Since 
most caviar is harvested by killing 
the fish, overfishing in the U.S. 
severely curtailed domestic supplies 
and made imported caviar more 
expensive.  

How expensive?  According to the 
“Food Republic” website, “the most 
expensive caviar on record is from 
a 100-year-old fish Almas caviar, 
from the eggs of 60 to 100-year-old 
Iranian beluga sturgeon, clocking in 
at roughly $35,000 per kilo ($1,000/
ounce).”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Explaining how retirement benefits 
are calculated

Questions and Answers about your Social Security

Q: How are my retirement benefits calculated?
A: Your Social Security benefits are based on earnings averaged 

over your lifetime. Your actual earnings are first adjusted or “indexed” to 
account for changes in average wages since the year the earnings were 
received. Then we calculate your average monthly indexed earnings 
during the 35 years in which you earned the most. We apply a formula to 
these earnings and arrive at your basic benefit. This is the amount you 
would receive at your full retirement age. You may be able to estimate 
your benefit by using our Retirement Estimator, which offers estimates 
based on your Social Security earnings. You can find the Retirement 
Estimator at www.socialsecurity.gov/estimator.

Q: I know that Social Security’s full retirement age is gradually 
rising to 67. But does this mean the “early” retirement age will also 
be going up by two years, from age 62 to 64?

A: No. While it is true that under current law the full retirement age is 
gradually rising from 65 to 67, the “early” retirement age remains at 62. 
Keep in mind, however, that taking early retirement reduces your benefit 
amount. For more information about Social Security benefits, visit the 
website at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Amazon could make brick-and-mortar push
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SEATTLE — Amazon.com has plans to take its Seattle brick-and-
mortar bookstore experiment to hundreds of locations across the country, 
the CEO of a huge mall operator has said.

In an earnings call with analysts, General Growth Properties CEO 
Sandeep Mathrani said that Amazon’s goal “is to open, as I understand, 
300 to 400 bookstores.”

The executive was discussing how malls are still relevant to custom-
ers and actually complementary to booming e-commerce, because it’s 
a convenient place not only to browse merchandise but also to make 
in-store returns.

Amazon’s first-ever brick-and-mortar bookstore opened in Seattle last 
November, betting that its rich hoard of data would allow it to pick books 
local readers would actually like, making a store run more efficiently. 

After record holiday season, UPS reports $4.8 billion profit for 2015
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (TNS)

ATLANTA — After delivering a 
record number of packages during 
the peak holiday shipping season, 
UPS reported a $4.8 billion profit 
for 2015.

UPS had struggled through 
holiday peak seasons for the previ-
ous two years. But on Tuesday 
the Atlanta-area company said it 
increased its 2015 fourth quarter 
profit to $1.3 billion, from $453 mil-
lion a year earlier.

UPS and its competitors have 
been wrestling with the huge surge 
in demand that hits during the holi-
day season. While UPS was widely 
criticized for late deliveries during 
Christmas season of 2013, then 
overcompensated and ran up costs 
in 2014, the company says it finally 
struck the right balance in 2015.

In spite of some early-in-the-
season delays, UPS CEO David 
Abney said during a conference 
call with financial analysts that the 
company “delivered the high-qual-
ity service that customers deserve 
and the financial discipline that 
shareowners expect.”

Its full year profit increased from 

$3 billion in 2014, including some 
tax credits that increased its earn-
ings in 2015.

The shipping giant delivered 4.7 
billion packages in 2015, up 2.1 
percent from the previous year. 
During the holiday peak season 
alone, UPS delivered 612 million 
packages, up 7 percent and mark-
ing a record for the company.

Revenue in the fourth quarter 

increased 1 percent to $16.1 bil-
lion, with growth slowed by lower 
fuel surcharges and currency 
exchange rates. The company is 
working to increase rates, saying 
it is using “revenue management 
initiatives.”

UPS is also adding technology 
in its facilities to increase automa-
tion and reduce its need for more 
workers.
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On Jan. 10, 1901, Beaumont awoke to the historic roar of the Spindletop 
gusher. A flood of frantic fortune seekers responded to its call and quickly 
descended on the town. 

Over the next three decades, Texas’ first oil rush transformed the sparsely-
populated rural area of East Texas practically beyond recognition. Bordellos 
and shanty-towns overran sleepy towns, while thick, black oil spilled over 
once-green pastures. 

Dreams came true for very few in the oil patch, most workers settled for 
high-risk, dangerous jobs in the oilfields and passed what spare time they 
had in the vice districts fueled by crude oil. From the violent shanties of Des-
demona and Mexia to Borger and beyond, wildcatters, drifters and barons 
took the land for all it was worth.

Author, Bartee Haile, explores the story of these wild and wooly boom-
towns at the Brazoria  County Historical Museum, 100 East Cedar Angleton, 
on Thursday, Feb. 18 at 6:30 p.m. Books will be available for purchase in the 
Windows Book Store. For more information follow the museum on Facebook, 
or call (979) 864-1208.

Texas 
Boomtowns 
presentation 
planned at 
Brazoria 
County 
Historical 
Museum
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Don’t hold onto your guilt any longer
My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: If God forgives us, then why can’t we seem to forgive ourselves? I’ve 
hurt a lot of people over the years, and I’ll never stop feeling guilty. I’ve 
even stayed away from some people because of what I did to them years 
ago. Is it ever possible to forgive ourselves? - Mrs. K.R.

A: Never lose sight of this great truth: When we come to Christ and put 
our faith and trust in Him for our salvation, God forgives us of all our sins, 
without exception. The Bible says, “As far as the east is from the west, so 
far has he removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12).

If God has forgiven us, then why can’t we forgive ourselves? One 
reason, I suspect, is because the memories of what we’ve done still 
haunt us (including, in your case, the hurt you’ve caused others). I think, 
for example, of the Apostle Paul, who at one time hated Jesus and was 
determined to persecute (and even kill) anyone who followed Him. Those 
memories stayed with him all his life, although he knew God had fully 
forgiven him. Years later, the memory of what he’d done still burned within 
him: “For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God” (1 Corinthians 
15:9). 

How did Paul deal with his guilt? First, he constantly reminded himself 
that Christ had forgiven him, totally and completely. Then he reached out to 
those he’d hurt and sought their forgiveness. I urge you to do the same.

In addition, he made it his goal to live for Christ every day, and not be 
controlled by his past. Thank God every day for His forgiveness, and ask 
Him to help you put Christ first in everything.

Local artist Wilson’s works exhibited at Brazoria museum
The Brazoria Heritage 

Foundation is hosting a 
month long art exhibit at 
the Brazoria Historical 
Museum, 202 W. Smith 
Street through March 15.

  The exhibit is free, and 
the Museum is open on 
Saturdays and Wednesdays from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Jared Paul Wilson is a Texas 

wildlife and western artist, 
TV actor and children’s 
book author and illustrator.  
Wilson created, co-pro-
duces, writes, animates, 
does voice overs and acts 
within Stable Fables, a 
new children’s TV show on 

RIDE TV.  
He has three published children’s 

books, all of which have received 

high praise from both reviewers 
and readers alike. Children’s books 
created by the author/illustrator 
provide a positive message through 
entertaining story telling.

Jared Paul Wilson’s career as a 
professional wildlife and western 
artist has seen great success with 
his ability to depict Southern culture 
and the wildlife that inhabit the vast 
landscapes. Staying true to the 
wonders of Texas and all its intrica-
cies is a passion of Wilson. 

Wilson is a three-time cancer sur-
vivor and through his life-threaten-
ing battles awoke a burning passion 
to share his creativity with the world. 
It is this brush with mortality that 
has driven the artist to maintain an 
unwavering and uncanny work ethic 
evident through his artwork.

 To him, every day given is a gift 
from God, and Jared Paul Wilson 
creates artwork in an effort to not 
waste a moment of it.

In December, 2009, Jared Paul 
Wilson married his wife, Erin, a 
native Minnesotan, on the beautiful 
beaches of Fort Lauderdale, FL. 
They currently reside in Lake Jack-
son with their daughter, Lily.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Lady Gaga to pay ‘befitting’ tribute to David Bowie at Grammys on Feb. 15
By Gerrick D. Kennedy
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Iconic rock provocateur David 
Bowie will be feted by another artist 
known for pushing the boundaries 
of genre, gender and beyond: Lady 
Gaga.

The pop star will pay tribute to 
Bowie at the Grammys, the Record-
ing Academy announced Tuesday.

Gaga was already set for a per-
formance on the Feb. 15 telecast, 
announcing that her Haus of Gaga 
creative team had teamed up 
with tech giant Intel for a special 
performance that would “showcase 
technology through creativity at the 
highest level.”

After Bowie’s death in January, 
Ken Ehrlich, the longtime producer 
of the Grammys, began discussing 
a tribute with Gaga and her man-

ager, according to an interview with 
the New York Times on Tuesday.

Chic’s Nile Rodgers, who 
produced Bowie’s hit 1983 album 
“Let’s Dance,” will serve as music 
director for the performance. “We 
had already booked Lady Gaga 
on this year’s show, but when 
David passed — almost in a single 
moment — we knew we had to 
change direction,” Ehrlich said in a 
statement.

“We immediately spoke and 
agreed that she should be the one 
to honor David. She’s perfect for it. 
So I reached out to Nile and, before 
long, we were on our way to creat-
ing what we believe will not only 
make a great Grammy Moment, but 
one befitting of David.”

Ehrlich also revealed he’d 
received offers from several artists 

who wanted to pay tribute to Bowie 
on music’s biggest night. “Some of 
whom might have made sense; the 
vast majority didn’t,” he said.

The Bowie tribute won’t open the 
Feb. 15 telecast, but Gaga will cover 
at least three or four songs during 
the performance, Ehrlich said.

“I always felt that his glamour 
was something he was using to 
express a message to people that 
was very healing for their souls,” 
she said. David Bowie
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The Brazoria County Master Gardeners will have over 1,800 individual 
plants at their 10th Annual Fruit & Citrus Tree Sale on Feb 13, from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Brazoria County Fair Grounds.  

Included are varieties of blackberry, blueberry, apple, avocado, fig, peach, 
pear, and persimmon.  Citrus for sale include limes, lemons, oranges, grape-
fruits, tangerines and satsumas.  Standard size trees and some dwarf size 
citrus trees will be present.  

New specialty plants such as limequat, Phalsa-Sherbert Berry and dwarf 
mulberry will be available.  A complete listing of the plants being sold can be 
found at the Brazoria County Master Gardener webpage ( http://txmg.org/
brazoria/ ). Organic fertilizer will also be available for purchase.

The Master Gardeners of Brazoria County are volunteers who work with 
Texas AgriLife Extension to improve gardening skills throughout the com-
munity and who share their gardening knowledge through community service 
and outreach, gardener training and educational programs.  

Lineup for entry into the tree sale begins at 7:30 am. The fairgrounds are 
located at 901 South Downing, in Angleton. For more information, please 
email Becky at rduke@brazoria-county.com, or call (979) 854-1558, exten-
sion 110.

Master Gardeners plan fruit, citrus tree sale

Local community leaders will fire 
up their ovens at the Soroptimist 
International of Alvin’s 17th Annual 
Men Who Cook event on Saturday, 
March 5, at 6 p.m. at the Nolan 
Ryan Center at Alvin Community 
College.

Twenty men will prepare their 
best culinary creations to compete 
for the honor of being named best 
cook of the evening. Guests get to 
enjoy the fabulous dishes and then 
vote on their favorites.

Some of the cooks scheduled 

this year are:   Adam Arendell, 
David Becker, Scot Bryant, Rob 
Castillo, Henry Dillman, Dr. Buck 
Gilcrease,  Ike Hamrick, Mike and 
Marshall Hoskins, Keith Kingham, 
Alvin Police Chief Robert Lee, Erin 
Machac,  Kam Marvel, Jonathan 
Olson, Terry Sawma, Keith Shaffer, 
Geoff Tonini, Jackie Thornton, 

Kevin Venable, and Robert Wilcox.
All proceeds from the event will 

benefit scholarships and local non-
profit organizations.

SIOA participates in numerous 
fundraisers each year, such as 
Men Who Cook, in order to provide 
grants for local groups and help 
women directly with scholarships 

and resources for other needs.
Tickets are available for $50 

each. Sponsor tables are available 
for $600.

 For more information or tickets, 
call Wendy Del Bello at (281) 756-
3600. The Nolan Ryan Center is 
located on the ACC main campus, 
3110 Mustang Road.

If you think men can’t cook, come see their creations at the Soroptimist International of Alvin event
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Brazosport College faculty 
member Dr. Cliff O’Neal and staff 
member Kelli Forde Spiers were 
recently honored by the college’s 
students, faculty and staff as repre-
sentatives for the League for Inno-
vation in the Community College’s 
2015 John & Suanne Roueche 
Excellence Awards. O’Neal has 
also been nominated for the Minnie 
Stevens Piper Professor Award.

Forde Spiers, the Director of 
Student Life and Intramural Pro-
grams, was selected for the John & 
Suanne Roueche Staff Excellence 
Award, while O’Neal, an Associ-
ate Professor and Division Chair 
of Mathematics and Life Sciences, 
was the recipient of the John & 
Suanne Roueche Teaching Excel-
lence Award. As the 2015 teaching 
excellence recipient, O’Neal also 
becomes BC’s Piper Professor 
nominee.

O’Neal earned a Doctor of Phi-
losophy in Zoology from Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale in 
2005 and has been teaching full-
time at Brazosport College since 
2008. O’Neal also has a Master of 
Science degree in Fisheries from 
Louisiana State University and a 
Bachelor of Science in Marine Biol-
ogy from Texas A&M University at 
Galveston.

“I have two goals as a profes-

sor at Brazosport College,” O’Neal 
said. “The first is to find an effec-
tive teaching method so that my 
students can understand and 
visualize complex biological con-
cepts. Second, and perhaps just as 
important, I want to foster and instill 
a curiosity for the life sciences in 
every single student I encounter. I 
have found the best way to accom-
plish both of these goals is to use 
real-life anecdotes and as many 
fish-related examples and stories I 
can find.  

“I am honored to have received 
this award for teaching excellence 
since it indicates to me that I’m 
making progress towards these 
goals,” O’Neal added.

As for Forde Spiers, she has 
a Masters of Science in Student 
Affairs Administration in Higher 
Education from Texas A&M Uni-
versity and was a Department of 
Student Activities Graduate Assis-
tant, also from Texas A&M. Before 
pursuing her Masters, Forde Spiers 
earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Marine Biology from Texas A&M 
University at Galveston.

Forde Spiers is the Director of 
Student Life and Intramural Pro-
grams and has been with Brazos-
port College for nearly three years.

“Students give me life and energy 
to try new things, to challenge my 

boundaries and to persevere,” 
Forde Spiers said. “They inspire 
me to be a better leader, educator 
and person. Throughout my time in 
college, I had many mentors who 
believed in me, challenged me to 
work hard and encouraged me to 
become an active change maker in 
my community. I strive every day 
to make the same difference in the 
lives of our students at BC, and it 
is truly an honor to be recognized 
by my peers and students with the 
staff excellence award.” 

For more information, visit its 
Web site at www.league.org. 
To learn more about Brazo-
sport College, go online to 
www.brazosport.edu or call (979) 
230-3000.

BC faculty, staff members honored for excellence in education

Dr. Cliff O’Neal and staff member Kelli Forde nominated for awards.
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Send us your community announcements, and we’ll run them timely so that your 
group can benefit the most from the publicity. Email to john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
No faxes or letters, please. Send photos as high resolution as possible. We’ll 
edit them here.  Please send us announcements by the Tuesday before you 
wish them to appear.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

Employees of Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LP’s Sweeny 
Complex present a check to the True to Life Ministries for $2,681. The 
funds raised were part of a plant safety campaign where the company 
donated $1 for every safe observation reported to keep safety top of 
mind during the holiday season. From left to right: Aaron Eddlemon, 
Chevron Phillips Company, Jami Thompson, Chevron Phillips Company, 
and Meredith King, Executive Director of True to Life Ministries; and 
Leslie Carter, Director of Operations of True to Life Ministries 

Safety pays off for CP Chem, ministry

Did you know?
• For hundreds of years, “Computer” was a job title for a person who did 

math problems all day.
• We are more likely to believe people with simple names, as opposed 

to others with complicated names.
• 1 billion seconds = 32 years.
• On land, a tortoise can move as fast as 1 mph.
• Some of the most popular dog names in Medieval times were Nose-

wise, Smylfeste, Bragge, and Holdfast.

Where was this when we 
had Swin Cash?

Florida State, in honor of 
freshman guard Dwayne Bacon, 
handed out free bacon to 
students at the basketball game 
against Clemson.

If this starts a trend, look for 
some interesting giveaways at:

—Maryland (center Diamond 
Stone)

—Incarnate Word (forward 
Simi Socks)

—Lamar (guard Kevin Booze)
What a letdown
Wal-Mart is selling caskets 

and urns adorned with your 
favorite MLB team’s logo.

The Phillies one is especially 
popular, we hear, if you plan to 
be buried before June 1.

Check the headlights
A couple of the Denver Bron-

cos’ team buses were involved 
in a minor traffic accident after a 
Super Bowl workout.

No injuries were reported, but 
the vehicles are still in the NFL’s 
collision protocol.

Stat of the Week
According to ESPN, Celtics 

forward Kelly Olynyk averages 
11.5 points and shoots 46.3 
percent on 3s when his hair is 
in a man-bun — as compared to 
7.9 and 38.9 when it’s not.

Some parting shot
Elizabeth Bowman, 78, who 

died Jan. 9, was described in 
her Chicago Tribune obituary 
as “a lifelong fan of the Cubs, 
Blackhawks and Bears (except 
Jay Cutler).”

What’s the catch?
Dean Blandino, the NFL vice 

president of officiating, says he 
thinks the league’s catch rule is 
“in a good place right now.”

What, did the rule mercifully 
die when we weren’t looking?

Talking the talk
Chester Nelson of The Rocky 

Mountain News, in 1943, upon 
seeing Wyoming star Kenny 
Sailors’ revolutionary jump shot: 
“Master Kenneth Sailors is one 
of the handiest hardwood artists 
ever to trod the boards.”
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Did you know?

Girl Scout cookies: Did you know?

girls develop physically, mentally 
and spiritually. Its annual cookie 
sale has become a tasty part of 
American culture since it originated 
in 1917 - well before something as 
innocuous as a cookie could cause 
so much angst. 

True, America is awash in high-
calorie, high-sugar processed foods 
that the human body can efficiently 
convert into fat. 

It’s also true that human beings 
must educate themselves on what is 
and isn’t good for our health in order 
to reverse the high levels of diabe-
tes and heart disease in America. 

But Girl Scout cookies are still 
just cookies - an occasional treat. 

Vani Hari, a food critic and 
founder of the blog FoodBabe.com, 
doesn’t see it that way. One of her 
blogs blasted the high-fructose corn 

syrup and partially hydrogenated 
oils found in some of the cookies. 

She writes: “It’s important for the 
Girl Scouts organization to take a 
step back, look at these ingredients 
and say, ‘How can we continue to 
do this program in a way that’s mor-
ally sound?’” 

Hey, people starving across the 
world is morally unsound. Millions 
of American kids who leave high 
school unable to read is morally 
unsound. Terrorists who murder 
women and children for going to the 
wrong church is morally unsound. 

Yet, we’re worried about the 
immorality of cookies? 

Apparently so. IBT reports that in 
2014, “an NPR piece rounded up a 
slew of concerns from doctors and 
parents and ended with the ques-
tion, ‘Should the Girl Scouts find 
something more healthful to sell for 

their fundraising?’” How about tofu 
treats or low-energy-consumption 
light bulbs? 

Then again, why are we letting 
the Girl Scouts sell anything at all? 
Instead of teaching the girls the 
principles of capitalism, why not 
teach them the art of government 
bureaucracy? As America keeps 
moving toward European-style 
socialism, that’s where most of the 
jobs will be, anyhow. 

Hey, cookie shamers, Americans 
are making progress. They are 
finally beginning to read labels, eat 
better and understand what is and 
isn’t healthful. McDonald’s sales are 
slumping as healthier offerings are 
growing. 

Besides, a cookie is now what 
it has always been: a treat. If Girl 
Scout cookies are your primary 
source of calories for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, you have bigger 
problems than Girl Scout cookies. 

When IBT asked the Girl Scouts 
if it contributes to childhood obesity, 
the organization said it promotes 
a “healthy lifestyle for girls, which 
includes a well-balanced diet and 
plenty of exercise.” It said Girl Scout 
cookies “should be enjoyed in 
moderation.” 

Now there’s a thought. 
I think I need to mull that one over 

- as I consume several sleeves of 
Thin Mints and wash them down 
with a bucket of fresh milk. 

©2016 Tom Purcell

(Continued from Page 1)

Who dares to hate on Girl Scout cookies?
• Juliette Gordon Low initiated the cookie sale as a way for Girl Scouts 

to be self-reliant and to fund their own activities.
• In the 1920s and 1930s, Girl Scouts in different parts of the country 

baked their own simple sugar cookies and sold them to raise money for 
their activities.

• The first documented councilwide sale of commercially baked cookies 
took place in Philadelphia in 1934.

• The first national Girl Scout Cookie sale was held in 1936.
• Thin Mints® is the top-selling Girl Scout Cookie in America!
• All of ABC’s Girl Scout Cookie varieties are cholesterol free.

• For every box of Girl Scout 
Cookies you buy, more than two-
thirds of your purchase price is put 
to use by Girl Scout councils in your 
community.

• By eliminating the box for 
Thanks-A-Lot®, Cranberry Citrus 
Crisps, and Lemonades™ Girls 
Scout Cookies, Girl Scouts of the 
USA and ABC Bakers are taking 
hundreds of tons of paperboard out 
of the waste stream annually. 

That’s at least enough paper-
board to fill 14 garbage trucks* and 
yields energy savings equivalent to 
30,000 gallons of gasoline**!

• People who may be follow-
ing diabetic diets can find dietary 
exchange rates on our Nutrition 
Facts page and listed on our order 
card.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Airline to Trondheim
4 Grounds for an umpire’s warning
15 Nile Valley threat
16 What beeps may be
17 Pandora’s Tower platform
18 Collar attachments
19 Jackson’s second vice president
21 Packed in more than
22 One whose work is at an end?

23 Respecting
24 Winnings, eventually
25 Eleanor’s mother-in-law
27 Home of Appalachian State Univ.
31 Georgia crop
34 Celebratory
36 Emulating
37 Tell
38 Triceps-strengthening equipment
40 Small magazine inserts

41 Montana motto word
42 Soloist in Tchaikovsky’s “Swan’s 
Theme”
43 Old connection method
45 Amt. rarely charged
47 Classic film curtain tugger
49 JFK, but not LAX
50 “Keep dreaming!”
52 The Thrilla in Manila, notably
56 View from Yerevan, Armenia
59 Hype
60 Hourly-rate offerer, often
62 Girl rescued by Uncle Tom
63 Soft Cell hit with the lyric, “Once I 
ran to you, / Now I’ll run from you”
64 Chemin de __
65 Dreamy looks
66 Venture

DOWN
1 2009 horror film sequel
2 Far East fruit
3 Campaign team member
4 Updike’s “Rabbit __”
5 “L’elisir d’__”: Donizetti opera
6 Heat or Magic
7 Potter’s heat source
8 Biblical mentor of Samuel
9 Dish served in an edible bowl
10 Early seal hunter
11 “Kramer vs. Kramer” Oscar-win-
ning director
12 __ Major
13 Editorial cancellation
14 Forum infinitive
20 Software version
23 Desert mount
26 Lace protector
28 Bad reception?
29 Record protector
30 Speak like Vito Corleone
31 Limo destination
32 Many a PX customer
33 DVD menu option
35 1968 groom, familiarly
39 It may be pitched
44 “__ in April never came so 
sweet”: Shak.
46 Rear
48 One on the stump
51 Off-color
53 Sorbonne enrollee
54 Lille lasses: Abbr.
55 Grizzled
56 24-Across starter
57 Leave the path
58 Left __: rewarded
59 Incan army weapon
61 Colorado Rockies schedule 
letters
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
ONE  THREE  FIVE  SEVEN  NINE  ELEVEN  FIFTEEN  SEVENTEEN
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JUMBLE ANSWERS
Jumbles: EXPEL  GUESS  CANKER  BUTTER
Answer: When his wife visited the fortune teller, the tailor said she was a -- SEER SUCKER

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Avoid aggravations by remaining 
active. In the week to come you 
could end up at odds with a partner 
over shared finances or resources. 
Burn off worries and cares by 
exercising or finding other suitable 
distractions.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Fool’s names and fool’s faces are 
often seen in public places. In 
the upcoming week you may hide 
behind the curtains when the stage 
lights are turned on to guarantee 
the attention is placed on someone 
else.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Concentrate on completing 
common objectives. You may have 
self-interest in mind when tackling 
attaining a goal or a project this 
week. Do what is best for every-
one concerned even if it means a 
minor sacrifice.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Don’t heed your needs. A plethora 
of fantasies could magnify your 
dissatisfaction with the status quo. 
This isn’t the week to make major 
investments, ask someone to 
share your life or to interview for a 
new job.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
may be too gullible for your own 
good as this week unfolds. You 
could easily become embroiled in 
debates if you make an error of 
judgment. A new romantic attrac-
tion could cause trouble.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Polish and brighten your sterling 
reputation as this week unfolds. 
Take steps to insure you are 
known as someone who follows 
through on promises and gets the 
job done. Sidestep major decisions 
or commitments.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Chance meetings with those who 
are beacons of sincerity may offer 
an opportunity to receive sound 
advice. Wait until next week to 
make your most important deci-
sions about major purchases or 
financial affairs.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You would offer an aperitif to a 

thief. Your generous nature may be 
blind to the faults of others in the 
week to come. You could be kind 
hearted even when it isn’t appro-
priate. If fooled you may become 
angry.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): The more you try to gain 
ground the easier you lose it. 
You might spin your wheels if you 
attempt to start a new enterprise or 
project this week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Don’t be put off by minor differ-
ences in opinions or backgrounds. 
Be especially cautious about 
how you spend your pennies in 
the week ahead. You could be 
attracted to  get rich schemes.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Put the can opener away before 
you open that can of worms. In 
the week ahead you may voice 
imaginary fears or succumb to 
wishful thinking. Keep your temper 
in hand.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Don’t overestimate your abili-
ties. The stars may bring mixed 
blessings in the week ahead. You 
should focus on ways to fulfill 
existing commitments. Be crystal 
clear about your expectations.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Feb. 8: ON THIS DATE in 
1904, the Russo-Japanese War 
began. In 1910, the Boy Scouts 
of America was incorporated. In 
1926, Walt Disney Studios was 
formed.

Feb. 9: ON THIS DATE in 
1825, the House of Representa-
tives elected John Quincy Adams 
president after no candidate 
received a majority of electoral 
votes. In 1943, the World War II 
battle of Guadalcanal ended with 
an American victory over Japa-
nese forces.

Feb. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
1846, members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
called Mormons, began an exodus 

from Illinois to the West. In 1962, 
the Soviet Union exchanged cap-
tured American U-2 spy-plane pilot 
Francis Gary Powers for a Soviet 
spy held by the United States.

Feb. 11: ON THIS DATE in 1945, 
President Roosevelt, British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill and 
Soviet leader Josef Stalin signed 
the Yalta Agreement that was to 
govern the postwar administration 
of Germany. In 1979, followers 
of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
seized power in Iran.

Feb. 12: ON THIS DATE in 1870, 
women in Utah Territory gained the 
right to vote. In 1909, the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People was founded.

Feb. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1935, a jury in Flemington, N.J., 
found Bruno Richard Hauptmann 
guilty of first-degree murder in the 
kidnapping-death of the infant son 
of Charles and Anne Lindbergh. He 
was later executed. In 1960, France 

exploded its first atomic bomb.
Feb. 14: ON THIS DATE in 

1929, the St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre took place in Chicago 
as seven rivals of Al Capone’s 
gang were gunned down. In 
1989, Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini 
called on Muslims worldwide to 
hunt down and kill author Salman 
Rushdie, whose book The Satanic 
Verses was deemed slander-
ous of Islam’s revered Prophet 
Mohammed.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1801, the 
House of Representatives broke 
an Electoral College tie between 
Thomas Jefferson and Aaron 
Burr for president. Jefferson 
was elected president, and Burr 
became vice-president.

This week’s question: An 
Elvis Presley record made 
Billboard magazine’s Top 10 for 
the first time in 1956. What song 
was it?

those who have moved down here 
for jobs driving like a bat out of hell? 
Or am I being accusative? There 
are aggressive drivers everywhere. 
We probably have our share,  just 
like every other place.

So why is all this just now stand-
ing out? How come I’m getting 
passed on the right by a Mustang 
that is riding the shoulder? Why 
am I being passed on the left when 
there are two solid lines dividing the 
highway?

I have my own way of measuring 
this. Such things seldom happened 
before, and they are happening 
now on a regular basis. Big-city 
discourteous driving, racing to the 
next light, breaking the law to save 
a few seconds perhaps, has arrived 
down here, along with the workers 
who are relocating because there 
are jobs here.

To newcomers to the area, wel-
come. Now here is some advice to 
make your stay more enjoyable.

• You can stop driving like a 

madman. It doesn’t make any dif-
ference down here. You won’t get to 
your destination any sooner than if 
you just take it easy and enjoy the 
inside of your car.

• Zig-zagging between the rest 
of us who have been here a while 
won’t make us think that you are 
the greatest driver in the world. 
We just think that you are a jerk. 
Some of us may even pick up that 
cellphone and report your danger-
ous-driving butt to the authorities.

• Next time I see you in that fancy 
sports car as you prepare to pass 
me on the shoulder, I may just 
decide to pull over my 1995 van to 
see how good of a driver you really 
are. I may be having engine trouble 
at that particular moment.

• If you ride my bumper, like 
cars do in the big cities, because 
you don’t like that I am driving the 
speed limit, I may have to slow 
down a little just to be on the safe 
side. The speed limit is for ideal 
conditions, and it looks a little 
cloudy today.

• If you have a need for speed, 
there is a safer way. Go to MSR 
Houston in Angleton and rent one of 
their fast cars. Then drive it on their 
tracks – fast. If that’s not enough, 
buy a plane ticket, and at cruising 
altitude, keep telling yourself that 
you are actually moving at 500 
MPH. Then order another drink.

Because, I am getting really tired 
of all this lack of courtesy and “me- 
first” attitude that has popped up in 
the last year or so.

Some of us like to drive the way 
we used to before Hwy. 288 was 
even opened. It took awhile to get 
to Houston, but we didn’t mind. 
That’s the way it was. And when 
that fancy new highway opened in 
1983, it was great to cruise up and 
down on it without having to worry 
about traffic jams.

I hope we won’t turn it into 
another Hwy. 45 now that everyone 
has discovered that there are jobs 
down here. That’s a nightmare high-
way that I hate driving on, espe-
cially on the downtown Houston 

elevated part. 
By the way, from Hwy. 6 down, 

you’re driving on the Nolan Ryan 
Expressway, in recognition of 
Nolan, who grew up in Alvin.

There are a lot of interesting 

things down here, lots of history. 
So, slow it down a little and enjoy it.

And, welcome again to South 
Brazoria County. It’s always nice to 
see new faces. But not as you’re 
passing me on the shoulder.

Welcome to South Brazoria County all you new residents with new jobs, but watch your driving
(Continued from Page 1)
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even though Ron Paul got the most delegates. This year, they promise more 
transparency. Stay tuned.  

The Democrats huddle together with people who share a candidate prefer-
ence. But supporters whose candidates don’t cross a viability threshold (15 
percent or so) can either try to convince other people to join their group, or 
disband and hook up with a different favorite.

It’s the Tinder of electoral politics and places an emphasis on the art of 
hygienic schmoozing. A pleasantly odiferous group of followers holds a 
distinct advantage. People still talk about the delicious cookie smell that 
emanated from John Edwards’ supporters back in 2004.  

The following week, the action moves north and east to New Hampshire. 
In the Granite State, they are fiercely independent and proud of tradition-
ally being the first primary since 1920. They actually have a state law that 
mandates they remain first in the nation, even if they have to move it to the 
previous year and compete with July 4th fireworks to do it.

While the Iowa Caucuses are a game of musical chairs without the music 
and no chairs, the New Hampshire Primary is more straightforward. You 
just up and vote. The problem is who is doing the voting. Iowa is 87 percent 
white, but New Hampshire is 91 percent. The two are as representative of 
the country as sushi is of Southwestern Cuisine.

Both have tiny populations and are so damn white the blue veins running 
down their outer thighs could be interstate roads on the map of prejudice. 
These guys make the Pillsbury Doughboy look like a Central American coal 
miner after a double- shift. We’re talking about people who need SPF 50 to 
protect them from moonburn. If they were any more Caucasian, they’d be 
translucent.

Besides, in February, climate change notwithstanding, both the Hawkeyes 
and the Granitoids tend to experience a little thing we call winter. Needless 
to say, if it were up to the journalists, the first two primaries would be held in 
Hawaii and Guam.

Copyright © 2016
Will Durst is an award-winning, nationally acclaimed columnist, comedian 

and margarine smuggler. For sample videos and a calendar of personal 
appearances including the upcoming one-man show “Elect to Laugh: 2016,” 
go to willdurst.com. 

(Continued from Page 1)

By Steve Alexander
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

Q: I recently renewed my Norton 
security software, but declined a 
$10 PC security scan they offered. 
A while later, a message appeared 
on my screen warning me of 
suspicious activity on my PC, and a 
number to call. 

I wasn’t able to remove the mes-
sage from my screen, so I called 

the number. The technician who 
answered said my PC warranty 
was up, and that my PC contained 
thousands of malware programs.

He said Microsoft would charge 
me $500 for his help in removing 
the malware. When I refused and 
accused him of hijacking my PC, 
he agreed to release my PC, which 
now works again. 

What’s going on and who’s 

responsible?
—Dennis Gagliardi, St. Marys, 

Ga.
A: Congratulations on talking 

your way out of a common Internet 
scam. Your PC does have a prob-
lem, but it’s relatively minor and you 
can fix it yourself.

What happened? Your PC was 
temporarily taken over by a single 

piece of malicious software, which 
you probably downloaded inadver-
tently. The malware locked up your 
PC until you called the number on 
your screen. 

The person at the other end, who 
has no connection to any reputable 
company, offered to fix a vast 
collection of imaginary problems 
on your PC. When you accurately 

described him as a scam artist, he 
got cold feet and let you go.

Now that your PC is working, 
run a full system scan using your 
existing Norton software and the 
free version of Malwarebytes (see 
tinyurl.com/lm3wdcb). 

Once you eliminate the malware 
behind this problem, run the secu-
rity scans every couple of weeks.

Tech Q&A: What should you do after your PC is hijacked and they ask you to pay to clean it?

What’s the big deal about Iowa and NH?
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