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A lot changes 
in 100 years
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

They held a symbolic funeral 
procession for the horse to mark 
the end of the horse and buggy era 
and the begin-
ning of the 
motor-driven 
carriage.

A circus 
strong man 
put on a show 
by allowing 
cars and 
trucks to be 
driven over him, including a 7,000-
pound Cadillac.

That was a tough one. After that 
first Cadillac, he stuck to smaller 
cars and trucks.

This is how they ran an auto 
show in Norfolk, Va., 100 years 
ago. The strong man was a big hit, 
even though he survived.

So, this is a good time as any 
to reflect on how things used to be 
100 or so years ago, which, when 
you think about it, is really not such 
a long time.

For starters, 1914 was a huge 
year for car manufacturers, to a 
large extent because it was the 
year that the push-button starter 
was introduced. Until then, if you 
wanted to start your car, you had 
to get out and crank it.

That was also the year that 
Henry Ford started his Model 
T assembly line, reducing the 
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SIR, THIS IS A VIOLATION OF YOUR RENTAL AGREEMENT: A man, 
driving a Car2Go car, which people rent by the minute, refused to stop for 
a police officer who tried to pull him over for speeding in Austin, Texas. He 
crashed the vehicle near a rental place, then jumped into another Car2Go, 
and took off again. After getting cornered on a dead-end road, he fled on 
foot afterward and was brought down by a stun gun. A rental company 
spokesman said they will “evaluate” his membership status.

FRANKLY, WE’RE A BIT SKEPTICAL ABOUT YOUR STORY: After a 
woman came home and surprised a burglar in her Arizona City, AZ., resi-
dence, police caught him a short distance away with a gun and items stolen 
from the home. He told arresting officers that “the Devil” had set him up and 
planted the gun and the stolen goods on him. Mental health professionals 
have been called in.

I’M SORT OF A GUEST HERE, YOU SEE: A 68-year-old man found his 
somewhat-younger wife with a 22-year-old dude in the guest house of their 
Saddlebrooke, AZ., home. He poked the kid with his cane and told him to 
leave. The kid refused, and he was arrested for disorderly conduct.

WHAT AM I DOING HERE? NOTHING, OFFICER: A man, intent on 
robbery, donned a ski mask and pulled up to a bank in Union, Maine, only to 
find that the place had closed a few minutes earlier. He got back into his car, 
but his appearance caught the notice of passers-by who provided the cops 
with his license plate number. State troopers found him parked at another 
bank.

WE JUST DON’T THINK YOU ARE RIGHT FOR THE JOB: An 18-year-
old man came into a sporting goods store in Marshalltown, Iowa, turned in 
an application for a job, then stole a T-shirt, a baseball cap and a hooded 
jacket on his way out. Store officials saw it was him when they reviewed the 
security tape, and called him back in for a job interview, where the police 
were waiting for him.

I AM SHOCKED – SHOCKED – TO FIND THAT DRINKING IS GOING 
ON IN THIS ESTABLISHMENT: A woman called the police six times from 
a bar in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., to report that some of the people there were 
drunk. They came and arrested her.

NOT SO FAST, MA’AM: A cop pulled a woman over for running a red 
light on Okaloosa Island, Fla., and arrested her because she was drunk. 
After he put her in the back of his cruiser, and before he got in, she slipped 
out of the handcuffs, crawled into the front seat and tried to steal the cruiser. 
The officer prevented this.

SIR!? DO YOU WANT FRIES WITH THAT? A man was arrested at three 
o’clock in the morning for drunken driving after he fell asleep at the wheel 
for several hours in the drive-through lane of a Burger King in Morristown, 

Tax refunds will arrive later, but returns can be prepared now
By Susan Tompor
Detroit Free Press (MCT)

Like it or not, the official opening 
of income tax season is upon us. 
One cannot turn on a TV without a 
tax-related ad. We have H&R Block’s 
commercials for what $1 billion looks 
like, money the tax service claims is 
left on the table when people miss 
tax breaks. And TurboTax kicked off 
its “The Year of the You” ads during 
the Rose Bowl on New Year’s Day.

This year, the Internal Revenue 
Service started accepting federal 
income tax returns for individuals 
electronically on Jan. 31. That’s 
about 10 days later than normal, but 
only one day later than last year, 
which also saw a delayed start for 
filing.

The IRS began accepting busi-
ness tax returns on Jan. 13.

A delayed start means families 
won’t receive refunds as quickly, 
either. Some tax experts say con-

sumers who budget with the idea of 
getting a refund in early February 
should realize that the money won’t 
show up until maybe mid-February. 
The IRS said 9 out of 10 taxpayers 
will receive their refund in 21 days or 
less if they file a return electronically.

The Free File program offered 
via the Internal Revenue Service 
website is up and running already. 
Individuals do not have to pay a 
dime for tax software, if they go 
through IRS.gov and pick a company 
participating in the program.

“Doing your taxes may not be the 
most exciting thing to look forward 
to, but at least you can do it for free,” 
said Luis D. Garcia, a spokesman for 
the IRS in Detroit.

This year, 14 tax preparation 
services are participating in Free 
File. Taxpayers need to go directly 
through IRS.gov. Then click on “Free 
File” and use a “Help Me” tool to 
filter out which company would be 
best for a given tax filer to use. Tax 
software programs listed in Free File 
can set limits as to who can use their 
services for free. Some might work 
only with certain income limits, for 
example.

The Free File program overall 
is open only to taxpayers with an 
adjusted gross income of $58,000 
or less. Even with that income limit, 
the IRS said Free File could be used 
by up to 70 percent of all individual 
taxpayers.

Right now, not even half of the 
people who could use Free File take 
advantage of that freebie.

Nationwide, the number who used 
the Free File program was 2.97 
million.

Taxpayers can save $30 or $40 
easily if they can use brand name 
software online for free, instead of 
buying that software. They’d save 
even more money if they use Free 
File instead of paying hundreds of 
dollars to have returns prepared by 
someone else.

The step-by-step process available 
online via Free File is easier than 
doing taxes by pencil and paper. It’s 
fast to e-file, and many people can 
do it, especially if they do not have a 
complicated return.

Sure, many of us do not want to 
even think about taxes this early. But 
it makes sense to get going on some 
of the groundwork.

Prosecutors in Bieber egging case ask for more investigation
LOS ANGELES — Prosecutors have asked for further investigation into 

accusations that pop star Justin Bieber egged his neighbor’s house in Calaba-
sas, Calif., causing $20,000 in damage, a spokeswoman for the L.A. County 
district attorney’s office said.

Authorities have been investigating allegations that Bieber threw eggs at 
his neighbor’s home in the 25000 block of Prado del Grandioso, causing the 
damage, this month.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

      Dreamland solutions
Q.  What’s a most striking way to 

“get rich in your sleep”?  Striking, yes, 
but neither easy nor practical.

A.  One famous instance was 
when golfer Jack Nicklaus went into 
a long slump, having lost the graceful 
accuracy and timing of his swing, 
says New York University’s David 
Randall in his book “Dreamland.”  
His career was in jeopardy.  Then 
one night, as he recounted later, he 

dreamed of pounding the ball onto 
the fairway.  When he woke up, he 
realized he had been holding the 
club slightly differently, an adjustment 
that let him keep his right arm steady 
through the swing.  “It was a tweak 
barely perceptible to anyone else, 
but Nicklaus instantly recognized it 
was the solution to his troubles.  He 
got out of bed, went directly to the 
course, gripped the club like he had 
in his dream, and shot a 68.  His old 
stroke was back.”

Another example involved German 
chemist August Kekule, who awoke 
one night from a gilded dream about 
a snake eating its own tail.  He sud-
denly realized the snake was in the 
same hexagonal shape as the ben-
zene molecule he had been studying, 
which curved back around on itself.  
This 1845 discovery led to Kekule’s 
being awarded a title of nobility.

When 19th-century poet Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge awoke from an 
opium-induced dream, he had 300 
lines of verse in his head, which 
became “Kubla Khan.”  One hundred 
fifty years later, musician Paul 
McCartney woke up with the melody 
for his song “Yesterday” running 
through his head.  “It was just all 
there, a complete thing,” he later told 
a biographer.  “I couldn’t believe it.”

As Nobel-Prize-winning scientists 
Francis Crick and Graeme Mitchison 

theorized, the brain picks up count-
less bits of information throughout the 
day and sorts through them during 
REM, or dreaming sleep, forgetting 
the useless stuff.  With luck, the mind 
is “freed to make associations that it 
couldn’t see before.”

        Jumping bean trick
Q.  If a young girl sits on a blanket 

and pulls up very hard on all four 
corners at once, can she lift her-
self?  “Well, of course not, although 
I know of one girl who tried with all 
her might,” says Jearl Walker in “The 
Flying Circus of Physics.”  So how do 
jumping beans manage to jump up 
into the air?

A.  In the bean is a small worm 
that first pushes off from the bottom 
and then collides with the top, 
propelling the bean upward, Walker 
explains.  “The external force (the 
force outside the worm-bean system) 
that is responsible for the motion is 
the upward force on the worm as it 
initiates the jump.”

            Basketball tech
Q.  What might a tech-savvy bas-

ketballer have up his or her sleeve to 
make the perfect shot?

A.  Actually practicing while wear-
ing a sensor-laden sleeve manu-
factured by Vibrado Technologies, 
reports Michael Reilly in “New Sci-
entist” magazine.  The sleeve covers 
the shooting arm from the back of 
the hand to the biceps, with embed-
ded electronic sensors – known as 
accelerometers – measuring motions 
of the back of the hand, the forearm 
and the biceps to compare them to 
an ideal model for a basketball shot.  
“We asked coaches, ‘How do you 
teach a shot?  What do you consider 
good form?’” says Cynthia Kuo, 
co-founder of the California-based 
startup.  Their response:  “They look 
at things like keeping the elbow in, 
following through with the wrist, and 
keeping the arm up.”

Light and sound cues provide feed-
back to the wearer, and the system 
estimates the angle the ball leaves 
the hand, optimally about 52 degrees 
above horizontal for free throws.  
“This would be very good for teaching 
consistency,” says Larry Silverberg of 
North Carolina State University.  But 
the sleeve can’t help with footwork:  a 
shot “starts with the feet and goes up 
from there.” 

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

“Do you realize, Sims, that you’re supposed to listen to customers’ problems 
and not tell them yours?”
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171,

Mexican government announces anti-kidnapping plan
By Richard Fausset
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

MEXICO CITY — The government 
of Mexico President Enrique Pena 
Nieto promised to pay new attention to 
kidnapping, a crime that has increased 
substantially during the president’s 13 
months in office.

The administration rolled out a new 
anti-kidnapping plan that calls for 
greater coordination and data sharing 
among federal and local officials, an 
oversight panel and an anti-kidnapping 
czar.

During a ceremony, Isabel Miranda 
de Wallace, head of the citizen group 
Stop Kidnapping and a member of 
the new oversight panel, said the plan 
represented an opportunity to “change 
history and the direction of our country, 
(and) to show that the spirit of pes-
simism can be reversed.”

Government statistics showed 1,695 
kidnappings in 2013, the first full year 
of Pena Nieto’s term — an increase of 
more than 20 percent compared with 
2012. Miranda de Wallace accused 
the government of under-reporting the 
figures for 2013, saying that citizens 
groups put the number at 2,754.

Pena Nieto, who took office in 
December 2012, inherited a bloody 
struggle against the Mexican drug 
cartels from his predecessor, Felipe 
Calderon. Pena Nieto has put much of 
his effort into an ambitious economic 

and political reform agenda, and has 
boasted that crime has decreased 
under his watch.

The government statistics show a 
mixed record. While homicides and 
some other crimes, like violent car 
thefts, decreased in 2013 compared 
with the previous year, others, like 
kidnapping and extortion, were on the 
rise. Many experts believe that the 
strategy of capturing the kingpins of 
drug cartels has created new, smaller 
criminal groups that have branched out 
beyond the drug trade.

Without the resources to move big 
shipments of South American cocaine 

north to the United States, a smaller 
crime group may decide to go into the 
low-overhead businesses of kidnap-
ping or extortion. These are the kinds 
of crimes that affect the lives of Mexi-
cans who have nothing to do with the 
drug trade, a potentially huge political 
problem for Pena Nieto and his Institu-
tional Revolutionary Party, or PRI.

“Kidnapping affects relatively few 
people, but it affects the ‘right’ people 
— people who were otherwise rela-
tively insulated from the recent wave 
of violence that Mexico went through,” 
said David Shirk, a global fellow at 
the Wilson Center’s Mexico Institute. 
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After five decades, message is clear: Smoking is a killer
By Stephanie Earls
The Gazette (Colorado Springs, Colo.) (MCT)

Fifty years ago, when U.S. Surgeon 
General Luther Terry released the 
first report definitively linking smoking 
and lung cancer, the dark cloud over 
American smokers wasn’t a fear of 
death.

In 1963, Americans puffed a then-
record 523 billion cigarettes, more or 
less with impunity. They smoked at 
home and in the office, in cars, bars 
and businesses.

The report, released Jan. 11, 1964, 
was a death knell for the habit as 
Americans had come to know it. The 
387-page document identified smoking 
as a cause of lung cancer in men, a 
likely cause of lung cancer in women, 
and a likely cause of emphysema 
and chronic bronchitis. It represented 
the first true salvo in the war against 
tobacco use and the deadly, prevent-

able diseases it causes.
“Before the report, smoking was 

accepted and encouraged and thought 
to be cool. It was the first time there 
had been any kind of official state-
ment,” said Jenifer Marks, a general 
thoracic surgeon at Memorial Hospital 
in Colorado Springs, Colo. “Now we 
know that it’s linked to many other 
cancers, respiratory problems and 
diseases, too.”

While the number of Americans 
who smoke has declined significantly 
since peaking in 1981, with an annual 
consumption of 640 billion cigarettes, 
lung cancer remains the leading 
cancer killer for both men and women. 
Cigarette smoking is to blame for one 
in five deaths in the U.S., according to 
the American Lung Association.

“We have made tremendous prog-
ress over the last 50 years, helping 
the public understand the risks from 

smoking and working to reduce smok-
ing rates across America,” said Paul 
G. Billings, the senior vice president 
of advocacy and education for the 
American Lung Association. “However, 
the job is far from complete, and every 
year more than 443,000 Americans 
lose their lives to tobacco-related 
illness.”

Can’t say we haven’t been warned. 
The 1964 report set the stage for new 
label requirements on cigarette packs 
and a ban on broadcast media ads 
the following year. Today, quit lines 
and cessation programs abound.  Ads 
featuring cigarettes are profoundly 
moribund, focusing on the likely out-
comes, disfigurement and death.

“I don’t think anyone is in denial 
about the health risks of smoking. 
Obviously the risks of it are much 
more well known publicly now, but it’s 
a habit,” Marks said.
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The 2014 Spring Student Ambassadors are, back row from left: Kara Van Winkle, Erik Hollen, Zac Davis, Grace Windsor, 
and Ashlyn Turner. Front row from left are Ashley Mello, Krista Weaver, Kelly VanGelder, Saydi Wollney, and Michelle 
Manuel.

ACC Student Ambassador 
program has new 

additions

With the start of the new year, the Alvin Com-
munity College Student Ambassadors programs 
welcomes four new members for the Spring 2014 
semester.

ACC Ambassadors are an important element 
in attracting students and promoting the college’s 
mission. During the fall semester, ambassadors 
will help provide information to potential students 
about ACC services, help create marketing 
strategies,  conduct campus tours, work com-
munity events and even volunteer for College 
and  Foundation events.

Ambassadors receive a $600 scholarship for 
their 40-hour commitment.
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Runners can pound the pavement 
for the Alvin Community College Stu-
dent Government Association during 
the 2nd Annual Dolphin Dash 5k Fun 
Run/Walk on March 1.

Registration for the event is $20 
and will include a T-shirt and refresh-
ments. All proceeds benefit the SGA.

Runners can register starting at 7:
30 a.m. outside the front entrance of 
the college, 3110 Mustang Road. The 
race begins at 9 a.m.

Those who register before Feb. 
1 pay a discounted rate of $15.

There will be two divisions: runners 
12 and younger and runners 13 and 
older.

Call (281) 756-3686 for more 
information, or check the website 
at www.alvincollege.edu.

ACC Dolphin Dash 5k

By Cindy McNatt
The Orange County Register (MCT)

As you know, flu season is upon 
us, and according to the Centers for 
Disease Control’s weekly influenza 
update, it is widespread. The CDC 
says people can spread the flu to 
others up to six feet away. This 
happens when flu sufferers cough, 
sneeze or talk, and when a caretaker 
or family member touches some-
thing that has flu virus on it and then 
touches their own mouth or nose.

Hand-washing is one of the best 
ways to stay healthy during the flu 

season.
If the flu is in your home, be sure 

to wash linens, clothing and kitchen 
items of infected family members in 
very hot, soapy water. WebMD says 
to use a color-safe bleach in the 
laundry to kill germs.

And frequently wipe down touched 
surfaces such as tabletops, remote 
controls, doorknobs, keyboards and 
phones. Use disposables like paper 

towels instead of sponges and cloths 
for cleaning.

Sick people can pitch in too, with 
this simple trick: Attach two tissue 
boxes together with a long rubber 
band, one with fresh tissues and 
the other box empty to receive the 
discards. This way, the virus may 
travel less because used tissues will 
be instantly contained rather than left 
all over the house.

This is how you can avoid coming in contact with the flu

This is E-End, where machines that hold secret and sensitive information are sent to die
By Justin George
The Baltimore Sun (MCT)

FREDERICK, Md. — In a 20,000-
square-foot warehouse, where visi-
tors are required to trade in a driver’s 
license for a visitor’s badge, some of 
the nation’s secrets are torn apart, 
reduced to sand or demagnetized 
until they are forever silent.

“We make things go away,” said 
Arleen Chafitz, owner and CEO of 

e-End Secure Data Sanitization and 
Electronics Recycling. Her husband, 
Steve Chafitz, is the company’s 
president.

The company’s clients include the 
Department of Defense and other 
federal agencies. Its work: destroying 
hard drives, computers, monitors, 
phones and other sensitive equip-
ment that governments and corpora-
tions don’t want in the wrong hands.

In a state that’s become a center 
for federal intelligence organizations 
and private contractors gathering 
top-secret information, e-End has 
carved out a niche by destroying the 
hardware on which such organiza-
tions gathered classified material.

Robert Johnson, CEO of the 
National Association for Information 
Destruction, said thousands of firms 
across the country destroy devices 
that retain data.

With high-profile information leaks 
from the National Security Agency 
and other organizations, and the 
steady stream of new laws and 
regulations to safeguard personal 
information, the number of compa-
nies is expected to increase.

“It is definitely a growing sector,” 
Johnson said.

The Chafitzes said e-End has 

annual revenues in excess of $1 
million. The 8-year-old company 
employs 16 people, all of whom 
Steve Chafitz said have undergone 
thorough background checks that go 
back at least seven years.

Need to destroy a rugged Tough-
book laptop that might have been 
used in war? E-End will use a high-
powered magnetic process known as 
degaussing to erase its hard drive of 
any memory. A computer monitor that 
might have some top-secret images 
left on it? Crushed and ground into 
recyclable glass. Laser sights for 
weapons? Torn into tiny shards of 
metal.

E-End adheres to the govern-
ment’s highest demilitarization 
standards and NSA guidelines, Steve 
Chafitz said, and documents every 
step the data “sanitation” with photo-

graphs and paperwork.
“They’ve done work for us several 

times, and we’ll definitely use them 
again,” said Charles Garvin of the 
Defense Acquisition University, a 
Pentagon training agency.

Steve Chafitz described piles of 
obsolete desktop computers, floppy 
disks, data CDs and cellphones that 
may sit around the back rooms and 
hallways of federal agencies and 
contractors as “loaded guns.”

“Our job is basically to keep our 
nation safe,” he said. “Our goal is to 
get them to get all this equipment out 
before they have another Snowden 
event.”

E-End’s clients also include health 
care insurers and providers, who 
worry about losing patient information 
— and drawing investigations and 
fines.



Page 8  THE BULLETIN  February 4, 2014   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

By David Wharton
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

In a few days, Dan Richards will hit the ground 
in Sochi to begin final preparations for the Winter 
Olympics.

As head of a Boston-based crisis management 
and response company, Richards has been hired 
to help protect the U.S. ski and snowboard teams 
while they compete in Russia.

He hopes for an uneventful few weeks, but with 
recent news of terrorist bombings in the region 
and Islamist militants threatening further attacks, 
his job could prove difficult.

“I think there is a high degree of concern and 
nervousness,” the chief executive of Global 
Rescue said. “I don’t think that’s inappropriate.”

The Russian government has been on alert 
since a string of recent suicide bombings killed 
34 people in Volgograd, about 400 miles away. 
They have flooded Sochi with tens of thousands of 
police, troops and security personnel.

As of late Wednesday, authorities were still 
searching for several potential bombers said to be 
in the vicinity, including one woman who might be 
in the city itself.

Though experts on global terrorism have been 
impressed by the level of security instituted by the 
Russians, they stop short of guaranteeing a safe 
and secure Games.

“No one really knows,” said Angela Stent, 
director of the Center for Eurasian, Russian and 
Eastern European Studies at Georgetown Univer-
sity. “This is probably one of the more dangerous 
environments for holding an Olympics.”

Sochi is considered vulnerable because of its 
proximity to the bloody insurgency in the North 
Caucasus.

The national Olympic committees in several 
nations — including the U.S. — have received 
messages warning them not to bring athletes to 
Russia in February.

Though officials said Wednesday that the letters 
and emails lack credibility, there have been other 
ominous signs.

Last summer, Chechen rebel leader Doku 
Umarov encouraged attacks on what he charac-
terized as a sporting event held on “the bones of 
our ancestors, on the bones of many, many dead 
Muslims buried on our land by the Black Sea.”

A group claiming responsibility for the Volgograd 
bombings issued similar threats in another video.

Olympic officials and organizers have insisted 
all along that they can keep athletes and specta-
tors safe when the competition begins early next 
month. This a pet project for President Vladimir 
Putin, who has cut no corners in spending an 
estimated $50 billion on the Games and surround-
ing infrastructure.

Sochi Winter Olympics 
host plans all-out effort 
to keep games secure
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Dow Sponsors Bluebonnet Social Club “Black Tie & Boots” affair

Brazosport Regional is excited to 
announce that The Dow Chemical 
Company is an Executive Sponsor at 
the Bluebonnet Social Club, donat-
ing $25,000. The Bluebonnet Social 
Club is a premier event that raises 
funds for Brazosport Regional Health 
System.

The Dow Chemical Company 
has been a long standing contribu-
tor to Brazosport Regional. From 
land donations, to capital campaign 
contributions, and support of premier 
events, The Dow Chemical Company 
has continuously supported Brazo-
sport Regional since its beginning. 
As the Executive Sponsor for the 
Bluebonnet Social Club, The Dow 
Chemical Company is the decora-
tions sponsor for the Black Tie & 
Boots Affair. “Dow is proud to partner 
with Brazosport Regional Health 
System and supports their efforts to 
enhance the quality of healthcare 
facilities in our area,” said Gabriella 
Cone, Community Relations Manager 
at The Dow Chemical Company.

The Black Tie & Boots Affair is 
presented by the Brazosport Health 
Foundation, the fundraising division 
for Brazosport Regional. This year’s 
event is expected to be the biggest 
yet with an expanded dance floor, 
lounge area for relaxing, and more 
time to mix and mingle. The untradi-
tional event will provide the general 
admission guests with cocktail tables, 
side bars and seating in the main 
hall. This eliminates guest from being 
confined to an assigned table. Guest 

who prefers a traditional seat can 
purchase a table at different prices.

Tickets can be purchased 
online at www.Brazosport-Health-

Foundation.org. For additional 
information about the event, please 
contact the Health Foundation at 
(979) 297-6190.

L-R: Joe Ripple, Event MC; Gabriella Cone, Community Relations Manager at Dow; Jennifer Monical, Co-Chair for the 
Bluebonnet Social Club; Judith Pepper, Executive Director of the Brazosport Health Foundation
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

The Bible still tells great truths
My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why do you preachers quote the Bible all the time? Don’t you know it’s 
out of date and utterly useless today? People thousands of year ago might 
have found it useful, but we live in a different time. - R.R. 

  A: If the Bible were truly out of date and useless today, then you’d be right 
- it would be foolish for us to turn to it for guidance and inspiration. But it’s not 
out of date - and I hope you’ll come to understand why.

  The reason the Bible is just as relevant today as it was thousands of 
years ago is because it tells us of truths that never change.

 It tells us, for example, about God - who He is, what He has done, and 
what He is like. God, it tells us, is all-knowing and all-powerful, and He made 
everything that exists - including us

. He also is completely pure and loving. And God is just the same today as 
He was thousands of years ago - and as He will be thousands of years from 
now. The Bible says, “I, the Lord, do not change” (Malachi 3:6).

  But the Bible also tells us about ourselves - who we are, where we came 
from, what we’re like, and what will happen to us when we die.

 It tells us also that we are separated from God because of our sins - but 
God came down to earth in the person of His Son to bring us back to Himself. 
This too never changes.

  The greatest truth you will ever discover is that God loves you, and He 
wants you to be part of His family forever.

 And this can happen, as you commit yourself to Jesus Christ. By faith 
invite Him into your life today, for “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)

manufacturing time from 10 hours to 
90 minutes.

The only problem was that work-
ers at first hated the assembly line, 
and there was a high turn-over. 
So, Ford increased their wages to 
$5 per day. That fixed the morale 
problems. Money fixes these things, 
usually.

One hundred years have left their 
mark on cars. Now we’re loading 
them up with computer gear, sen-
sors, and Google has built cars that 
drive themselves.

In 1914, people probably thought 
that they were living in modern 
times. We think that today, but we 
do live in modern times compared 
to 100 years ago. And in 1914, they 
lived in grand times compared to 
1814.

Life expectancy in 1914 was 
52 years for men and 57 years for 
women. That means, taken the aver-
age, I’d be dead by now, as would 
many of our readers.

In my few minutes of research, 
I found a great website (https:
//twitter.com/CenturyAgoToday) that 
will give you a good feel for how 
people lived 100 years ago, and 
what the major issues were back in 
those days.

From what I could tell by just a 
quick read, we were meddling into 
other countries’ business, just like 
today. 

“Pres. Wilson discusses with 
Senators about lifting the arms 
embargo on Mexico . He states the 
Mexican rebels should have a “fair 
chance.’”

We were looking into the skies 

and understanding it better.
“780 Armenia, a minor planet in 

the asteroid belt, is discovered.”
We were making progress in 

public education.
“School Board of Cincinnati 

equalizes men and women teach-
ers, allowing them to marry and 
promises equal rights, pay, and 
privileges.”

“Former President Taft warns 
against teaching of sex hygiene in 
public schools.”

We were running into roadblocks 
even 100 years ago when it came 
to finding something with which to 
replace gasoline.

“A $10,000 prize offered in Britain 
to create a cheaper alternative to 
gasoline for automobiles fails to find 
any winners.”

We had an unemployment 
problem.

“Riot occurs outside the Ford 
Motor Company plant in Detroit after 
10,000 unemployed workers attempt 
to get 4,000 job openings.” Those 
were actually better odds than today.

And, the weather is about the 
same.

“Western Europe is gripped by a 
cold front. Temperatures reach -4F 
(-20C) in eastern France.”

Invented 100 years ago: The 
parachute, windshield wipers, the 
bra, crossword puzzle, Brillo pads, 
and stainless steel, among other 
things.

I cannot mention all of them, so I 
picked out the ones that caught my 
eye.

 But, the biggest event of 1914 
hasn’t taken place yet. In August, 
the European countries started 
declaring war on each other, and 
World War I began.

A lot changes in 100 years, but some things stay the same
(Continued from Page 1)

Deficit reduction drops as a public priority, new poll shows
WASHINGTON — For the first time since President Obama took office, 

reducing the federal deficit has slipped as a priority for most Americans, particu-
larly his fellow Democrats, according to a new in-depth study of public attitudes.

That shift corresponds with the president’s view. In his State of the Union 
speech Tuesday night, aides say Obama is likely to point to the rapid shrink-
ing of the deficit, particularly over the last year, and suggest that other agenda 
items, such as improving education and investing in scientific research and the 
nation’s roads and bridges, should take a higher priority.
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By Brad Bergholdt
McClatchy-Tribune News Service (MCT)

Hazards of old tires
Under the Hood

Brad Bergholdt is an automotive technol-
ogy instructor at Evergreen Valley College 
in San Jose, Calif. Readers may send him 
email at under-the-hood@earthlink.net; he 
cannot make personal replies.

QUESTION: I just saw a news 
story on TV that said many people 
are driving on old tires and they can 
be dangerous. I didn’t get to a pencil 
and paper quick enough to write 
down the way to check the numbers 
on my tires. Can you please explain 
more about this? —Jessica K.

ANSWER: Research indi-
cates the likelihood of tire failure 
increases considerably after 
approximately six years of age. With 
the tread life of a modern tire lasting 
far longer than those of the past, it’s 
common to encounter tires that are 
beyond the six to ten year recom-
mended lifespan. RVs, trailers and 
classic cars are especially likely to 
wear older tires as they are slow to 
rack up a lot of miles. One may also 
find a new tire that’s actually several 
years old, still on the shelf, before 
being purchased. In the case of 
low production/exotic tires or those 
made overseas, it’s not unusual to 
find a new tire that’s already a year 
old.

While exposure to sunlight, 
ozone, and heat accelerate aging, 
even spare tires and those in stor-
age seem to be similarly affected. 
Visible small cracks in the sidewall 
are an indicator of aging, although 
deterioration can occur internally 
and isn’t readily detectable. Quite a 
few vehicle manufacturers recom-
mend tire replacement at six years, 
regardless of remaining tread, and 
while some tire manufactures say 
10 years is the maximum life one 
should expect, they play it safe and 
recommend you follow the vehicle 
manufacturer’s recommendation 
(likely six years). A common recom-
mendation is to have tires five years 
old or older inspected annually.

Look for the tire identification 
code on the sidewall, containing 
between ten and twelve digits. It’s 
usually found close to the tire/wheel 
intersection and is preceded by the 
abbreviation DOT. The code lists 
the manufacturing location, tire size, 
manufacturer’s code, and the week 
and year the tire was manufactured. 

Texas Book Festival announces 2014 Fiction Writing Contest for grades 7-12
AUSTIN—Texas Book Festival is 

accepting entries for its 13th annual 
Fiction Writing Contest to encourage 
and reward creative writing in Texas 
schools. 

This year’s fiction writing contest 
theme is “The People Our Parents 
Warned Us About.” The topic was 
selected by Texas Book Festival fans 
on Facebook, who voted it as their 
favorite of four choices.

Texas junior and high school 
students (grades 7-12) are invited 
to submit a piece of original fiction, 
no more than 2,000 words in length. 
Entries must be submitted online via 
the form on the Texas Book Festival’s 
website no later than June 2, 2014. 
Submitted entries are considered in 
three divisions: grades 7-8, grades 
9-10, and grades 11-12.

Winners in each division will 
receive a cash prize: $250 for first 
place, $100 for second, and $50 for 
third. In addition, first place winners 

will be awarded a plaque, have their 
stories published on the Texas Book 
Festival website, and be invited 
to participate on a panel during 
the annual fall Festival in October. 
Accommodations for one night will be 
provided for the first-place winners 
and their family.

Entries that do not follow all con-
test rules will be disqualified.
Contest Rules

1. Students must enter in one of 
three divisions: grades 7-8, grades 
9-10, or grades 11-12. Authors enter 
the division for which they were a stu-
dent during the 2013-2014 academic 
year.

2. All entries must be an original 
piece of fiction.

3. All entries must be submitted 
online. The online form will be avail-
able Jan. 27, 2014. There is no entry 
fee.

4. Entries must be 2,000 words or 
less, 12 point type, double-spaced, 

and related to the theme “The People 
Our Parents Warned Us About.”

5. Entries must have a cover page 
that includes the student’s name, 
entry title, grade level, and an auto-
mated word count.

6. All entries must be submitted 
between Jan. 27 and June 2, 2014.

7. The submissions will be judged 
by educators, authors, and commu-
nity leaders.

8. Judges will look for excellence 
in use of dialogue, imagery, character 
development, setting, plot, conflict, 
and resolution.

9. Winners will be notified by Aug. 
3, 2014.

Since 2001, the Texas Book Festi-
val has partnered with UIL to host its 
annual Fiction Writing Contest. The 
mission of the Texas Book Festival 
is to celebrate authors and their 
contributions to the culture of literacy, 
ideas, and imagination. The Contest 
serves to promote that culture to stu-
dents across Texas and to educate 
them on the opportunities available 
to writers.

For information about the Fiction 
Writing Contest or to submit entries, 
please visit http://www.texasbookfe
stival.org/fiction-contest/ or contact 
Kendall Miller, (512) 477-4055, or 
visit kendall@texasbookfestival.org. 
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Communist Chinese clamp 
down on freedom activists 
By Julie Makinen
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

BEIJING — At least seven Chinese activists who have 
advocated for greater rule of law, fairer access to education 
and other issues are being put on trial as the government 
steps up a campaign against dissent.

In a further sign that China shows no signs of loosening 
up on political dissent, a Beijing court has sentenced Xu 
Zhiyong, one of the country’s most prominent human rights 
activists, to four years in prison.

Xu, founder of the loose-knit New Citizens Movement, 
was charged with gathering a crowd to disrupt order in a 
public place. He is the highest-profile activist to be tried 
since Liu Xiaobo was sentenced to 11 years in prison on 
subversion charges in 2009; Liu was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2010. Expectations had risen since then that 
new President Xi Jinping might crack open the door on free 
speech and political reform. But those hopes have largely 
been dashed; and a media blackout on Xu’s case has left 
most Chinese unaware of the proceedings.

Prosecutors allege that Xu and others organized and 
incited hundreds of people to gather in front of government 
buildings and at train stations and universities in Beijing in 
2012 and 2013. The demonstrators, the government said, 
unfurled banners and handed out leaflets about issues such 
as education reform and asset disclosure for government 
officials. The charges carry a maximum sentence of five 
years in prison.

But it is the wider spectrum of Xu’s activities that prob-
ably have alarmed authorities, analysts and his allies say. 
Although Xu has been more circumspect in his public state-
ments than Liu, he has encouraged events such as dinners 
at which participants discuss issues and make plans for 
action.

“They have been talking about a new sort of activism, the 
need to take new action, not only talk,” said Feng Chongyi, 
an associate professor of China studies at the University of 
Technology in Sydney, Australia, who researches Chinese 
political and intellectual movements.

“The security people have made the judgment that they 
could be facing serious demonstrations. This is a preemptive 
strike.... They want to take out the leaders and organizers 
and send a clear signal that no one is allowed to organize 
street protests.”

Xu’s rise to prominence began in 2003 when he became 
involved in what turned out to be a successful campaign to 
abolish rules that allowed police in large cities to arbitrarily 
detain people found without urban residency permits. His 
Open Constitution Initiative law firm took on some tough 
cases, defending the editor of a hard-hitting newspaper and 
representing parents whose children had been sickened or 
killed by milk additives. But in 2009, the firm was hit with 
charges of tax evasion. Xu then founded the New Citizens 
Movement, which he has said is aimed at creating “a new 
path for the Chinese nation, a path toward liberty, justice and 
love.” Xu was placed under house arrest in April, detained 
in July and formally arrested in August. His lawyer, Zhang 
Qingfang, said  that Xu’s wife, Cui Zheng, who recently 
gave birth, was looking forward to the proceedings, if only 
because it would be the first time in more than six months 
that she would be able to see her husband.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are at 
Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to  visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. 
Why not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care? 
Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the 
pet population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill 
out an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Feb. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1919, 
the League of Nations met for the 
first time in Paris. In 1959, near 
Mason City, Iowa, a small plane 
crashed in a snowstorm en route to 
Fargo, N.D. Singers Buddy Holly, 
22, Ritchie Valens, 17, and J.P. 
Richardson, 28, known as “The Big 
Bopper,” were among those killed.

Feb. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1858, 
a group met in Ripon, Wis., to 
discuss forming a new political party 
opposed to the extension of slavery. 
It became known as the Republican 
Party. In 1861, the Confederate 
States of America was formed.

Feb. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1917, 
Mexico’s constitution was adopted. 
In 1937, President Roosevelt 
proposed increasing the number 
of Supreme Court justices; critics 
accused him of trying to “pack” the 
court with his allies. 

Feb. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1778, 
France recognized the United States 
and signed a treaty of military aid; 
England declared war on France the 
same day. In 1952, Britain’s King 
George VI died; he was succeeded 
by his daughter, Elizabeth.

Feb. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1904, 
a fire began in Baltimore that raged 
for 30 hours and destroyed more 
than 1,500 buildings. In 1964, The 
Beatles began their first American 
tour as they arrived at New York’s 
Kennedy International Airport.

Feb. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1904, 
the Russo-Japanese War began. 
In 1910, the Boy Scouts of America 
was incorporated.

Feb. 9: ON THIS DATE in 1861, 
the Provisional Congress of the 
Confederate States of America 
elected Jefferson Davis president 
and Alexander H. Stephens vice 
president. In 1943, the World War 
II battle of Guadalcanal ended with 
an American victory over Japanese 
forces.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1921, the movie 
“The Kid,” starring Charlie Chaplin 
and child star Jackie Coogan, was 
released.

This week’s question: What 
American won the gold medal in 
women’s figure skating at the 1968 
Winter Olympic Games in Grenoble, 
France?

Volunteer groups help seniors keep their pets by feeding, walking them
By Robin Topping
Newsday (MCT)

MELVILLE, N.Y. — When her 
11-year-old Jack Russell terrier 
developed kidney failure in 2009, 
Jean, 86, of Huntington Station, N.Y., 
had to put down her beloved pet. 
Three months later, her husband 
died, leaving her with an overwhelm-
ing sense of loss.

Not long after, a concerned friend 
told her, “You need a new dog.”

And Jean took the advice.
When she first saw Ariel, a Lhasa 

Apso mix, at an animal adoption 
fair, “She was dancing around in her 
cage,” recalled Jean, a grandmother 
of four. “The volunteer said, ‘This one 
is too lively for you,’ but I liked her 
look.” And despite the warning, Ariel 
went home with Jean. “It was a love 
affair ever since,” she said.

But Jean also worried that with her 
advanced age and health concerns, 
she might not be up to taking care 
of her new charge. So when a town 
worker delivering Meals on Wheels 
admired Ariel, Jean asked where she 
might get some help.

“She said, ‘Would you like a vol-
unteer to come and walk her?’ and I 
said, ‘Does a bird have wings?’” Jean 
recalled. The worker put her in touch 
with PAWS (Pioneers for Animal Wel-
fare Society), a rescue organization 
that runs the Seniors With Animals 
Project, better known as SWAP.

The SWAP program is one of sev-

eral offered by local rescue groups 
that help seniors maintain their 
companion animals at a time when 
they still cherish the bond, yet some-
times struggle to care for them due to 
declining health or limited finances. 
Groups like PAWS are recognizing 
that an aging population means more 
older pet owners are in need of help 
with adopting and keeping their pets.

“A lot of times what happens is 
that the (adult) child comes in and 
says, ‘You can’t take care of this dog 
or cat, let’s just get rid of it,’ “ said 
Melissa Gillespie, executive director 
of PAWS on Long Island, N.Y. 

Gillespie said PAWS works to 
give relatives a better understanding 
of the pet’s importance. “We try to 
educate the family and make them 
realize … this (pet) is the reason the 
senior gets up in the morning. They 
have to realize that this is a major 
part of their day.”

In Jean’s case, PAWS sent 
Judy Illmensee, a volunteer who 
visits weekly and takes Ariel on 
a long walk. Jean “was having 
some difficulty getting around and 
… was having trouble getting the 
dog enough exercise,” explained 
Illmensee, 66, a retired teacher from 
Huntington, N.Y. “Ariel has given 
her a reason to hang in there. It’s a 
typical senior story where they are 
inseparable from their pet, but they 
need help.”

SWAP started about a year ago 

and includes several programs. One 
brings animals to nursing homes 
to cheer residents; another helps 
seniors with training and place-
ment of animals they can’t care for 
anymore.

A third service is “Animeals,” 
where pet food is delivered along 
with Meals on Wheels. Jennifer 
Devine, SWAP chairwoman and a 
geriatric social worker, said many 
seniors find that having a pet is 

soothing and reassuring, even with 
the extra work.

Rescue advocates say matching 
seniors to the right pet is key. “We 
have some seniors who come in and 
want to adopt a kitten or a puppy. 
We know that’s not going to work, so 
we do our best to match them with a 
more appropriate animal,” said Linda 
Stuurman, president of Last Hope 
Animal Rescue, which has an adop-
tion center in Wantagh, N.Y.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Nation between Togo and Nigeria
6 “Look over here!”
10 CSNY member
14 Private line?
15 Elevator man
16 “It’s clear now”
17 *Edward Cullen’s rival for Bella’s 

hand, in the “Twilight” series
19 Genghis __
20 “The Plains of Passage” author

21 Former SSR
22 Pharmaceutical rep’s samples
23 *She played Michelle on “Full 

House”
26 Dogpatch creator
31 Alley cats, e.g.
33 Some crowns
34 Desert tableland
35 Blue bird
37 Looking for a fight
38 Suffix with infer

39 Cook, in a way
41 Bar bowl item
42 “Don’t tell me!”
44 2007 “American Idol” winner Sparks
45 *Brother of Helen of Troy, some say
47 Fails to pronounce
48 Image to identify on a driver’s 

license exam
51 Drifters
53 Diarist Ana•s
54 Neighbor of a Cambodian
58 Short race, briefly
59 *Beach Boys title girl
62 Ruse
63 Duel tool
64 Target Field team, and each pair of 

intersecting names in the answers to 
starred clues

65 Funny Dame
66 Bombs
67 Narrow piece, as of cloth

Down
1 __ California
2 *Biblical birthright seller
3 “Great shot!”
4 Teen Vogue subject
5 Lincoln’s st.
6 Beer garden music
7 Super Bowl I and II MVP
8 [Not my error]
9 “That wasn’t nice”
10 Former Soviet leader Khrushchev
11 *”High Crimes” actress
12 Corporate emblem
13 Egg sources
18 Bruises partner
22 Shade provider
24 North Sea feeder
25 Naut. speed units
26 Env. router
27 Stay awake in bed
28 *Source of an age-old medicinal oil
29 Part of MOMA
30 Promotional bribes
32 Composer Erik
34 Cattle call
36 Hankerings
38 “Need You Tonight” band
40 First name in shipping
43 1963 Newman/Neal film
44 *”Today” correspondent __ Bush 

Hager
46 Start of a show-off kid’s cry
49 How traditional Chinese brides dress
50 Taunts
51 Garden waterer
52 Burned, in a high-tech way
54 “I __ I taw ...”
55 It may have highlights
56 Years, to Caesar
57 Clouseau’s rank: Abbr.
59 Place to sleep
60 Bart’s Squishee provider
61 ACLU concerns
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

Boggle Answers
PEAR  PEACH  APPLE  MANGO  LEMON  ORANGE  BANANA

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: WEARY  TWEET  ASTHMA  EXTENT
Answer: A good electrician knows this -- WHAT’S WATT

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                            By Rick Brooks

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t be 
afraid to ask questions and push a little 
harder to get the information you need. 
Being assertive will be to your benefit, 
so don’t hold back in the week to come. 
Think out loud to overcome the past 
and prepare for the future.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Keep 
your friends close and your enemies 
closer. You could be in for an unwanted 
confrontation in the week ahead if you 
forget to keep your guard in place. Cling 
to those who’ve proven to be trustworthy 
and reliable.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Talk may 

be cheap, but it can be a great bargain. 
Rather than shoving more irons into the 
fire this week, spend time with friends 
and loved ones. You may discover the 
solution to a problem that has eluded 
your grasp.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Every-
thing is going to click into place, espe-

cially a romantic relationship. Don’t be 
afraid to help others in the week ahead; 
you’re at the top of your game and can 
afford generosity even though you count 
your personal pennies.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t hang 
back. You might usually bite your tongue 
before offering criticism or suggestions, 
but it might be that someone is simply 
unaware of a problem and needs your 
input. This is a week when you can earn 
appreciation from others.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Behaving 
like a paragon of virtue is not passe. It 
isn’t necessary to lord it over your friends 
that you’re economical and thrifty, but 
you can still take pride in your ability to 
handle money sensibly. Remain within 
the limits in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Tackle the 
week ahead with gusto and you’ll find a 
pleasant surprise awaiting you. This is a 
good time to seek comfort among friends 
who will surely enjoy your company. 
Penny-pinching ways can rub some 
people the wrong way.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Accentu-
ate the positive in the week ahead. The 
most compelling pressure you’re under 
is that of your own making. Hook up with 

a calm, serene, sensible person who 
will make you forget about your minor 
deficits.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Learn to walk before you run. Be penny 
wise, not pound foolish. Someone may 
seem manipulative and urge you to go 
ahead with a financial venture in the 
week ahead. Take things one step at a 
time to achieve something worthwhile.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t 
mix business with pleasure in the week 
ahead. You’re much too passionate 
about winning and having the best of 
everything to risk it all by flirting with a 
business contact.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Pour 
out your heart. Honest discussions with 
a trusted friend or advisor will build up 
your confidence so you can decide 
what’s truly for the best. Taking the least 
logical path may offer a solution this 
week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Maintain 
momentum without losing sight of the 
need to make memories. Remember to 
schedule time for recreation and relax-
ation during the week to come. Dinner, a 
movie, and time with a friend may be just 
what the doctor ordered.

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                             By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                               By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                       By Russel Myers

(c) 2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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