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A guy at a place where girls 
have a great time, but he is going 
only because the girl wants to go, 
is a great guy.

I am that great guy.
I have spent several hours in 

the last couple of weeks at bridal 
shows looking at stuff that is of no 
interest to me, watching people 
talk about subjects that I don’t 

really care 
about, and lis-
tening to long 
conversations 
about an 
event that will 
not take place 
for more than 
a year.

And, I did 
some of this while the NFL playoff 
games were going on. So, I’m not 
waiting for a pat on the back, I’m 
patting my OWN back right now. 
This is a heroic accomplishment.

I did like some of the features 
of these shows, like the free food 
and adult beverages at one, 
which put everyone is a great 
mood.

Show organizers have the 
bride-to-be and her relatives all 

RAMBLINGS

Brazoria County 
Day 2015 just 

around the corner
If you live or work in Brazoria 

County, get out the largest red pen, 
and mark your calendar for Tuesday, 
March 3, 2015 because you are 
invited to attend the world’s largest 
shrimp cocktail in Austin, Texas at 
Brazoria County Day. Events are 
also scheduled Monday, March 2 
as well as Tuesday, March 3. Not 
only will you get the chance to chow 
down on some succulent Brazoria 
County shrimp, but you will have an 
opportunity to network with important 
businesses and political entities in 
the county.

“If you live in Brazoria County, 
please consider bringing your ideas 
and appetite to this popular theme 

(Continued on Page 6)

The Alvin Sunrise Rotary Club 
will host the 2015 Alvin Music 
Festival and Cook-Off on March 
27-28, at Briscoe Park in Alvin. 
The festival will include live music, 
IBCA sanctioned cook-off, annual 
Sunrise Stampede 5K Mud Run, 
food, crawfish, and a beer and 
wine garden. (See story on Page 
6)

Alvin Rotary hosts 
festival, cook-off

Wildcats honored 
for sportsmanship

For the second year in a row, the 
Angleton Wildcat Varsity Football 
Team has been named as a finalist 
for the Comerica Bank Sportsman-
ship Award.  

The Wildcats are one of 15 final-
ists up for the award in the Class 5A 
division.

(Continued on Page 5)
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SHE’S JUST A GIRL; WHAT COULD POSSIBLY GO WRONG: A 
man ran up behind a woman jogging along the Allegheny River Trail in 
Pittsburgh, and pulled her shorts down to her ankles. Unfortunately for 
him, the woman is a deputy U.S. marshal. She chased him into an apart-
ment building stairwell, and, when he resisted arrest, kicked him in the 
crotch and punched him in the face.

CANT YOU SEE THAT I’M THE GIRL FOR YOU? A woman who has 
a male roommate got jealous and angry when he brought his girlfriend 
to their apartment in Boca Raton, Fla. When the couple went to sleep, 
she stole the girlfriend’s car, smashed the taillights, ripped off the side 
mirrors, and keyed the vehicle.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN I CAN’T CONTROL MYSELF!? A man, who 
was hauled into court in Sioux Falls, S.D., for failing to complete his 
anger management course, was arrested for attacking his attorney in a 
conference room.

OH, SHE’LL PROBABLY TAKE YOU BACK NOW, PAL: After being 
dumped by his girlfriend due to violence, an 18-year-old man called her 
50 times in violation of a restraining order, and finally, while posing as a 
police officer, called her workplace in Oviedo, Fla., saying she was facing 
charges and demanding to speak to her.

AND THIS MARRIAGE IS OFF TO A ROUSING START: A groom put 
the moves on a pregnant woman who was working at his wedding recep-
tion in Pittsburgh, prompting her to call her boyfriend to pick her up after 
the man became “touchy feely.” The boyfriend showed up and got into a 
fistfight with the groom, resulting in the arrest of himself, the groom, his 
brother and another guy.

HEY, WHAT’S WRONG WITH A LITTLE ENTHUSIASM: A San 
Antonio man stormed into his roommate’s bedroom and stabbed him 
because he was making too much noise while having a relationship with 
two women. He survived.

COME ON, FLOOR IT! Two young men stole a couple of heavy-duty 
construction vehicles from a company in Colchester, Vt., and drove them 
up onto Interstate 89. A motorist called the cops, who quickly tracked 
them down, because the vehicles have a top speed of only 10 mph.

AH, IT’S GOOD TO BE OUT OF JAIL; I CAN JUST BE ME: On the 
very day he was released from an Arizona prison, an ex-inmate punched 
a man in the face and robbed him, shot another guy to death outside 
of a party being held to celebrate his freedom, then went to a friend’s 
residence to smoke methamphetamine.

SO, WHAT DO YOU THINK OF MY OUTFIT, BOYS? An 81-year-old 
man in an assisted living facility in Spring Hill, Fla., stood at his apart-
ment window wearing bright red ladies’ undergarments, and showed 
more to the people in the swimming pool below. When deputies went 
to question him, he had changed into hot pink undergarments. They 
told him he could wear whatever underwear he wanted, but to keep his 
shades down when doing so.

Shriners Hospitals for Children begins burn prevention campaign to keep children safe
Shriners Hospitals for Children®  

begins its annual burn prevention 
campaign during Burn Awareness 
Week, Feb. 1-7.

This year’s effort again focuses 
on teaching children to “Be Burn 
Aware,” especially at home. The 
majority of preventable burn 
injuries occur in residences. 

Homes are the sites of thousands 
of burn injuries to children every 
year, including scalds, fire-related 
injuries, and even electrical burns. 
Many of these incidents could 
have been easily prevented by 
following and implementing some 
basic safety tips. A large number 
of burn injuries, especially those 

sustained by very young chil-
dren, are caused by scalds – the 
campaign will emphasize ways to 
protect youngsters and prevent 
these painful injuries.

The campaign will include 
materials for children, as well as 
general, burn and fire prevention 
information for parents and other 
concerned adults. Information and 
campaign materials can be found 
on our burn awareness and pre-
vention website, beburnaware.org.

“Year-round, Shriners Hospitals 
for Children works to prevent burn 
injuries by providing burn aware-
ness education. In 2015, our year-
long campaign ‘Be Burn Aware,’ 
will kick off again, and will continue 
to focus on teaching children and 
their parents ways to avoid burn 
injuries, especially at home. As 
part of the annual campaign, there 
will be information on preventing 
scalds, fire and electrical-related 
injuries, as well as those caused 
by other incidents around the 

home,” said Kenneth Guidera, 
M.D., chief medical officer, Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children. “We 
hope to reduce pediatric burn inju-
ries through education, as many of 
these injuries are preventable.”

The campaign again features 
two child-friendly characters 
that showcase and share our 
messages. Boots and Brewster 
– a caped, cuddly bear and a 
googly-eyed teapot, are featured 
in activity books for children ages 
3-7 and 8-12. The entertaining 
duo leads the children through 
the various rooms of a house, 
pointing out dangers, and how to 
easily correct or avoid them. The 
children’s materials are designed 
in a memorable, age-appropriate 
manner.

“Shriners Hospitals for Children 

is committed to improving and 
protecting the lives and health of 
children,” said Richard Kagan, 
M.D., chief of staff, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children — Cincin-
nati and member of the physician 
executive team. “Our burn aware-
ness campaign is one element of 
that effort. Following prevention 
guidelines can keep children and 
families safe and help them avoid 
potentially serious, devastating 
injuries.”

Shriners Hospitals for Children 
encourages everyone concerned 
with keeping children safe to visit 
burnawareness.org for impor-
tant burn prevention tips and 
information on how to order the 
free materials, some of which 
are available in both English and 
Spanish.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Sampling bias
Q.  Why is it that the attractive 

men (or women) you date tend to be 
mean, while the nice ones tend to 
be ugly?

A.  It’s due to a sampling bias 
known as Berkson’s fallacy, says 
Jordan Ellenberg in “How Not to Be 
Wrong: The Power of Mathematical 
Thinking.”  The only people you con-
sider dating -- the acceptable ones 
-- are not too mean and not too 
ugly.  But if someone is really nice, 
you are less critical of their appear-
ance, and this brings down the 
average level of the appearance of 
nice dates.  Similarly, if someone is 
really attractive, you cut them some 
slack on how nice they are, bringing 
down the average level of niceness 
for attractive dates.  The impres-
sion you develop is that “attractives” 
tend to be meaner than “uglies,” 
and “nicies” tend to be uglier than 
“meanies.”

On a more serious note, this 
fallacy can confound medical stud-
ies.  Suppose you’re studying the 
incidence of high blood pressure 
in hospital patients admitted for 
diabetes, using other patients as 
your comparison (or control) group.  
You find that diabetics have a lower 
incidence of high blood pressure 
than nondiabetics and conclude 

that diabetes and high blood pres-
sure are anti-correlated--perhaps 
one protects against the other.  
But this is spurious because high 
blood pressure itself is a reason 
to be admitted to the hospital, so 
you must expect a relatively high 
incidence of high blood pressure in 
the nondiabetic group.  Your control 
group is biased!

Exploding whales
Q. What can be the driving force 

behind a whale of an explosion?  
Literally.

A.  When a whale dies at sea 
and then washes up on shore, the 
decomposing corpse may bloat with 
gasses like methane and hydrogen 
sulfide, says Jessica Hullinger in 
“Mental Floss” magazine.  But the 
animal’s weight may seal the body’s 
orifices and lead to gas buildup, 
which can be further exacerbated 
by the sun’s heat. “Now the whale 
turns into a blubber balloon ripe for 
popping,” though not all popping 
goes as planned.  When a 45-foot, 
eight-ton whale washed up on the 
Oregon shores in 1970, officials 
used a half-ton of dynamite to blow 
it up, “hoping most of the detritus 
would blast into the ocean.  Instead, 
the explosion sent hundreds of 
pieces of whale confetti flying as 

far as a quarter of a mile, smashing 
one car to bits.”

Searching for life 
beyond Earth

Q.  NASA researcher Christopher 
McKay, in discussing the possibility 
of life beyond Earth, recently pro-
nounced: “If we go through a check-
list and, bang-bang-bang-bang, 
we’ve got it all, this is incredibly 
exciting. Then we have a compelling 
case for a planet with life.”  What 
points were on his list?

A.  In assessing the habitability 
of exoplanets, astronomers usually 
follow the water, says Lisa Gross-
man in “New Scientist” magazine.  
Exoplanets with rocky surfaces 
are declared habitable if they’re far 
enough from their star to potentially 
host oceans.  “Even planets with 
barely any water could host life,” 
McKay explains.  “Cyanobacteria, 
for example, live on rocks in the 
Atacama desert in Chile, which gets 
only a few days of rain and fog each 
year.”

Then, too, adequate light or 
geothermal energy for driving vital 
processes is essential, but not a lot 
is needed.  Some deep-sea plants 
can grow even while receiving 
only 1% of the sunlight hitting the 
ocean’s surface.  And  another key 
requirement is nitrogen to build 
amino acids, because life is almost 
certainly going to use them.

However, Saturn’s moon Titan 
offers a cautionary tale with liquids 
on its surface and an atmosphere.  
“Its seas are filled with methane 
and ethane, and its atmosphere 
is a choking haze of nitrogen and 
methane.”  Though seemingly 
inhospitable, Titan possesses com-
plex molecules that may be building 
blocks for life.  Says McKay, “If we 
discover something new, we’ll have 
to rewrite this chapter.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

    DRIVERS WANTED
Drivers, CDL-A:  Home 

EVERY Weekend! ALL Miles 
Paid! Instate & Dedicated 
Southeast.  Or Walk Away 
Lease, No Money Down.
        1-855-971-8419

Retired teachers plan Feb. 6 meeting
Brazoria County Retired Teachers Association will meet on Friday, Feb. 

6, 11:15 a.m., at Bethel Presbyterian Church. The program will be “Black 
Community Schools of Brazoria County.”  

For information or to make a reservation, contact Becky Gaconnet at 
(979) 345-5060.
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By Daryl Cagle
Special to The Bulletin

There was a time when read-
ers who are offended by political 
cartoons would write a letter to 
the editor. Now angry readers rant 
online; they demand apologies or 
retribution for being offended.

I run a “syndicate” that distributes 
editorial cartoons and columns to 
about 850 subscribing newspapers 
in America. I’m perceived to be the 
“boss” of the cartoonists, and I get 
angry demands that I fire cartoon-
ists I work with, who drew cartoons 
that offend. Just draw about abor-
tion, the Confederate Battle Flag, 
gun control, religion, Israel or the 
Palestinians - and the cyber outrage 
will flow.

One of our cartoonists drew 
a cartoon a few years ago that 
showed an Iraqi soldier holding a 
book titled, “The Koran for Dum-

Cagle cartoon syndication’s server, website hacked after ‘Koran for Dummies’ circulates
mies.” The cartoon motivated 
a group called the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) 
to put a call out to their members to 
e-mail me, demanding that I punish 
the cartoonist; I received many 
thousands of crazy e-mail threats in 
response. Whenever there is a big 
response to a cartoon, it is usually 
because some group is organizing 
the effort.

Recently my political cartoon 
web site at Cagle.com has been 
getting hacker attacks. New, crazy, 
huge, sophisticated, brute force, 
distributed denial of service hacker 
attacks, from IP addresses all over 
the world, focusing on taking us 
down.

The hackers succeeded in break-
ing through to erase data on our 
hard drives on our servers and bring 
our Cagle.com site down. Luckily, 
we had an unconnected backup in 

the cloud, and this attack had us 
down for only a day rewriting the 
hard drives. We don’t keep credit 
card information or salacious emails 
about movie stars online, so there 
isn’t much for hackers to do except 
to take us down.

The new attacks started before 
the Charlie Hebdo tragedy, back 
when we were featuring cartoons 
about North Korea and the Sony 
Pictures hackers. Cagle.com is still 
going down occasionally as the 
hackers change their strategies. 
I suppose this is the new reality 
for editorial cartoonists, who have 
never been well paid by newspa-
pers that are continuing to cut their 
budgets. Editorial cartoons seem to 
be the new flashpoint for a clash of 
civilizations, even as we tighten our 
belts.

The bottom line is that our 
Cagle.com site is now expensive 

to host as the attacks continue 
to become more costly and time 
consuming for us. We thought about 
dropping the site and concentrating 
on our little newspaper syndicate, 
but we’re trying something different.

We’re putting up a plea to our 
readers to make contributions to 
help us keep the Cagle.com site 
online. I see lots of other sites 
with “donor” buttons, including 
opinion sites like Slate.com and 

Truthdig.com, but this is new to us. 
Visitors to Cagle.com will see a 
pop-up window this week, asking 
for support, and offering lots of nice 
perks for different levels of support.

We’re hoping the love and sup-
port of editorial cartoon fans can 
overcome the costs of the evil edito-
rial cartoon haters.

(Editor’s Note: Cagle syndicated 
cartoons service is carried by The 
Bulletin)
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“We are very honored to be 
named as a finalist because this 
award speaks to the character of 
our team and community,” Head 
Coach Ryan Roark said.  “This 
is about respect and sportsman-
ship, and I am proud that we are 
being recognized for how we act 
and not just how we play because 
we have awesome young men 
representing Angleton ISD.”

The Houston football chapter of 
the Texas Association of Sports 
Officials, who are the referees 
who call area high school football 
games, choose the finalists and 
winners based on six criteria:  the 
actions of the team, actions of the 
coaches, actions of the support 
groups at games (parents, band 
and pep squad), respect for the 
American flag, a score based 
on the number of personal fouls 
incurred during the games, and 
a score based on the number of 
unsportsmanlike conduct fouls.

“Being a finalist for the Sports-

manship Award is a testament to 
all Angleton football participants 
and fans,” Roark said.  “This 
award is not only for the team 
and coaches; it’s for our amaz-
ing cheerleaders, band, drill 
team, support staff who work the 
games, and fans.  They have all 
played a part in us receiving the 
honor.”

Superintendent Dr. Patricia 
Montgomery echoes Roark’s 
feelings.

“I am so very proud of the 
young men in our Wildcat football 
program for understanding that 
the game must be played with 
integrity and honor as much as 
for the win,” she said.  “Also, I am 
proud of how our support groups, 
staff, and especially our fans, 
both student and adult, represent 
the Wildcats every Friday night 
during football season.  They help 
to make the experience special, 
and we are grateful to have such 
loyal and respectful support for 
our Wildcats.”

(Continued from Page 1)

Angleton Wildcat football team 
honored foor good sportsmanship

California measles outbreak spreads to 7 states, Mexico
By Rosanna Xia
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — Officials have 
now confirmed at least 87 cases 
of measles in seven states and 
Mexico, as the outbreak centered in 
California continues to spread.

The California Department of 
Public Health said Monday there 
were now 73 cases in the state, 
of which 50 can be linked directly 
to Disneyland. Some people who 
were contagious visited in January 
as well as December.

Officials also reported four 
new measles patients in Arizona 
who visited Disneyland, bringing 
Arizona’s total number of Disney-
land-related patients to five. 

Cases connected to Disneyland 
also have been confirmed in Utah 
(3), Washington state (2), Oregon 
(1), Colorado (1), Nebraska (1) and 

Mexico (1).
The measles outbreak has also 

expanded beyond those who visited 
Disneyland in December and Janu-
ary and is infecting people in the 
broader community.

Nine counties in California 
have confirmed measles cases: 
Alameda, Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Bernardino, San 
Diego, San Mateo, Santa Clara and 
Ventura.

Orange County now has 23 con-
firmed cases. Los Angeles County 
follows with 15 cases and San 
Diego County with 13.

The California patients range in 
age from 7 months to 70 years. The 
vaccination status is known for at 
least 39 of the patients. Of those, 
32 were unvaccinated and seven 
were fully vaccinated.

Of the cases in California, about 

one in four has had to be hospital-
ized, officials said.

Across California, officials have 
been scrambling to get ahead of 
the outbreak, identifying farmers 
markets, grocery stores, malls and 
other public locations where conta-
gious people have been.

Health officials are urging people 
suspected of having the measles to 
first call their health provider before 
going to a clinic, enabling caregiv-
ers to make special preparations so 
patients don’t risk infecting others in 
the waiting room. 

An urgent-care clinic in the San 
Diego suburb of La Mesa was 
forced to shut down for a few hours 
when five people arrived with a 
rash. Anyone without proof of vac-
cination who came in contact with 
the five at the clinic was put under a 
mandatory quarantine for 21 days.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting 
for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter 
at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, 
or we are at Brazos Mall, Petco 
and Petsmart every Saturday, to  
visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsor-
ships are now available for large or 
small kennels. Why not have your 
company or family recognized with 
a plaque to show you care? Call 
(979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help 
control the pet population. Have 
your pet spayed or neutered. Come 
by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an 
application today.

SPCA Adopt a Cat or Kitten Month - 
Adopt 2 cats “fur” the price of one!

event, which has been ongoing every two years during the Legislative Ses-
sion,“ said event Co-Chairman, Lucilla Henderson. “It’s become an Austin 
tradition.”

Brazoria County Day is one of the most attended events of the Legislative 
Session. Established 42 years ago by a handful of Brazosport Chamber of 
Commerce Board Members to show support for our state representatives 
and senators, they spotlighted Brazoria County and its important location on 
the Texas Gulf Coast. Those goals remain the same – keep Brazoria County 
in the spotlight and on the minds of our state leaders.

“Groups interested in having a presentation about the event can contact 
Debbie Pennington at The Alliance (979-848-0560 or debbiep@edabc.com), 
and we can make that happen,” said Greg Hill, event co-chairman. “In addi-
tion, Brazoria County Day 2015 is actively seeking funding for the event.” 
To see how you can help or check for a complete list of events scheduled in 
Austin for Brazoria County Day, please access www.brazoriacountyday.org  
or “Like” us on Facebook.

Every year, Brazoria County Day coordinators, along with the county’s 
Chambers of Commerce, put together 300 goody bags filled with promotional 
items from county businesses and recreational sites. These bags are dis-
tributed to Brazoria County residents and are a good way to network. If your 
business has items they would like to add to the bags, please get 300 items 
to your local Chamber of Commerce or The Alliance by Feb. 20.

There is a new Brazoria County Day Host hotel this year. It is:
Hilton Austin, 500 E. Fourth Street. Austin, Texas, 78701.

(Continued from Page 1)

Brazoria County Day 2015 coming soon 

Lots of entertainment, games, food planned for Alvin Sunrise Rotary Club’s music festival, cook-off
The Alvin Sunrise Rotary Club will 

host the Alvin Music Festival and 
Cook-Off on March 27-28 at Briscoe 
Park in Alvin.   

“The festival will be a wonderful 
community event,” said Sunrise 
Rotary President Michael Hoover. 
“The club has worked hard this year 
to expand and improve the festival.”

Alvin Sunrise Rotary, in conjunc-
tion with the Alvin Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, will sponsor the 
bands. E-Z Line and Ron Carter 

Automotive Dealerships will serve 
as title sponsors for the event, 
including the two days of live music, 
IBCA Sanctioned Cook-Off, kids 
area, food vendors, crawfish, beer 
and wine garden as well as the 
Sunrise Stampede 5k Mud Run.

Entry fee on Friday and Saturday 
will be $10.  Kids 12 and younger 
are free. Lawn chairs may be 
brought in to the festival. No coolers 
or pets are allowed, except service 
animals.

Friday night the gates will open at 
4 p.m. with the music kicking off at 
6:30 p.m. featuring the ‘60s – ‘90s 
Rock and Roll band “The Hook.” 
They will be followed by Alvin native 
Texas Country artist “Seth Candan” 
at 8:30 p.m.  The headliner will 
feature the country and rock band 
“Whiskey Myers” at 10 p.m.   As 
a special treat, Seth Candan and 
Whiskey Myers will perform together 
at 11 p.m.

Saturday, the gates will open at 

10 a.m. with the Cajun sound of 
Fred Rusk and the Zydeco HiStep-
pers kicking off at 12:30 p.m.  They 
will be followed by country rock and 
blues band Small Town Friends at 3:
30 p.m.   At 5:45 p.m. the industrial 
rock band The Hunger will take the 
stage. Alvin country musician and 
Nashville recording artist Donnie 
Vondra will take the stage at 8 
p.m.  Closing out the event will be 
award-winning country music singer 
songwriter legend David Allan Coe, 
taking the stage at 10 p.m.

The International Barbeque Cook-
ers Association-sanctioned cook-off 
events will begin Friday afternoon, 
and the winners will be announced 
Saturday evening. Space is avail-
able for 100 cook teams.  Cash 
prizes totaling $4,000 will be 
awarded for brisket, pork ribs, 
chicken, beans and Friday night 
feast.   A Fajita Jackpot competition 
will also be held. The fee for the 
cook-off is $250 per spot. Deadline 
to register for the cook-off is March 
23 at 6 p.m.

The 2nd Annual Sunrise Stam-
pede 5K Mud Run will provide run-
ners a chance to take on numerous 
obstacles while dredging through 
the mud.  Entry fee for the mud run 
is $50 and includes medal, bever-

age and admission to the music fes-
tival on Saturday.  Participants must 
be at least 14 years old. To register 
for the race, visit www.active.com.

The Sunrise Rotary is raffling off 
a 2015 Kawasaki Mule Pro-FXT six- 
passenger UTV, an AR-15.223 Rifle, 
a Glock 9 mm pistol, a Yeti Tundra 
50 Qt. Cooler and a $250 Visa Gift 
Card. Tickets can be purchased 
from any Sunrise Rotarian for $20 
each.

Funds raised from the event will 
be used to support local organiza-
tions, including the Alvin Food 
Pantry, Brazoria County Fair, 
Alvin FFA, Meals on Wheels, Alvin 
Family Community Center, Thelma 
Ley Anderson Family YMCA, and 
local scholarships to high school 
students. This past year the club 
refurbished 18 picnic tables and 
donated them to the City of Alvin 
Parks and Recreation Department 
to be used at community events. In 
the past two years, Sunrise Rotary 
has donated a total of 30 tables.

 “This year’s Music Festival will 
be a great way to spend the week-
end in Alvin,” event Chairman Terry 
Droege said.

Visit www.alvinmusicfestival.com 
for more information, or call (281) 
331-3172.
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figured out – spend a little on food 
and drinks now, rake in the big 
money later.

And, I mean big money. These 
wedding-things are expensive. 
Every time we stopped by a booth, 
the dollars signs started rolling into 
the thousands. Except for the photo 
booth vendor, which was one of my 
favorites. That was only $600. 

O.K., so I liked the food, the 
drinks and the photo booth.

When a vendor started talking, all 
I thought of was the price. We could 
save a lot of time by cutting straight 
to the price. Dads are that way.

How much? You got to be 
kidding? I’m not trying to buy the 
place, just rent it for a few hours.

What? I can supply an entire 
army with booze for a month for 
that price? You’re kidding. I can buy 
clothes for myself for a lifetime for 
that. This is going to be worn once.

Are you serious? We’re not trying 
to feed the world, just a few people 
– once, with rubber chicken, or 
something like that.

I didn’t say all these things. I 
would not ruin the girls’ good time. 
They were in heaven.

Color coordination, dinnerware, 
decorations, entertainment, they all 
require detailed discussion that is 
not suited for the adult male, espe-
cially during the football playoffs.

I found a solution. Shut out 
everything but the food and drinks. 
We already played with the photo 
booth. Focus on these two things 
for the rest of the time. It worked 
great.

I was able to get through the 
show just fine. Then the problem 
was walking out of the event. I’m 
just kidding. I was fine. I don’t over-
indulge like that.

O.K., no more made-up stuff. I’ll 
stick to summing up my experience.

I went outside the room and sank 
into one of the many very comfort-
able chairs.

 I got on my phone, checked 
Facebook and followed the playoff 
game online.

 Not as good as being there, 
but better than listening to endless 
chatter about colors.

I was just fine. I felt like taking 
a little nap, but I feared that hotel 
security might think I’m some 
homeless guy and throw me out.

I carry a replacement phone 
battery with me all the time, so I 
was set for hours. Let the girls have 
their fun.

And then it was over. I lost track 
of time, so I cannot tell you when, 
but the event finally came to a con-
clusion. I was rested and in a good 
mood. The girls were tired.

Let’s go out to eat. I’ll treat.
O.K, the food, drinks and photo 

booth were great, but there was 
one more thing that was even 
greater.

“Thank you, daddy, for coming,” 
my daughter said, as she hugged 
me.

Cost of the venue: Too much. 
Cost of catering: Too much. Cost of 
entertainment: Too much. Hug from 
daughter: Priceless.

Aren’t you glad that you read all 
the way to the end?

Guys, wedding planning = fish out of water
(Continued From Page 1)

Brazosport College’s Director of Grants Administration, Rebecca Vermil-
lion Shawver, was recently nominated for an international award in recogni-
tion to her contributions toward training and education in the nuclear field.

Shawver, along with Wharton County Junior College’s Rudolph Henry 
and Dr. Bruce Kieler, were nominated for the Sir J.C. Bose Memorial Award. 
The annual award is presented by the Indian Science Monitor.

Shawver, Henry and Kieler were recognized for their collaboration 
between Brazosport College, Wharton County Junior College and STP 
Nuclear Operating Company for developing programs that meet the needs 
of industry and technology.

Shawver was responsible for the initial proposal development that pro-
vided funds for the purchase of training technology. She has continued to 
support the provision and expansion of the nuclear power training program 
through the acquisition of additional grants funds supporting equipment 
purchases and scholarships.

“It’s exciting for me to know that I was involved from the beginning,” 
Shawver said. “Having written the U.S. Department of Labor grant proposal 
that funded this project at its inception, I have been excited over the years 
to witness its growth and impact on the local community and our industry 
partner, STP. This is just another example of how community colleges 
create far more significant impacts through meaningful collaborative efforts. 
I’m so glad that Brazosport College and Wharton County Junior College 
joined forces to create and expand nuclear power training opportunities in 
the Gulf Coast region.”

The Sir J.C. Bose Memorial Award, now in its 11th year, annually honors 
scientists, educators and social workers.

To learn more about the Indian Science Monitor, visit www.indianscience
monitor.blogspot.com. For more information about Brazosport College, go 
to www.brazosport.edu.

BC’s Shawver nominated for awardIt pays for pregnant women to stop smoking, study finds
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Researchers have identified a 
common substance that makes 
smokers much more likely to kick 
the habit — money.

The promise of up to $600 in 
shopping vouchers proved a power-
ful inducement to get pregnant 
women to quit smoking. 

Compared to women who were 
merely referred for routine smoking 
cessation services, those who were 
offered financial incentives were 
more than twice as likely to give up 
cigarettes, according to a new study 
from Scotland.

Smoking is a major financial drain 

on Britain’s National Health Service, 
according to the researchers who 
organized this unconventional 
clinical trial. About 1 in 4 pregnant 
women in Scotland smokes, which 
increases the risk of miscarriage, 
stillbirth and infant death. Through-
out Britain, the annual cost of treat-
ing pregnant smokers is somewhere 
between $12 million and $97 million, 
plus another $18 million to $36 mil-
lion to treat their babies.

So a group of researchers from 
Scotland and England screened 
pregnant women who were treated 
by the National Health Service 
in Greater Glasgow and Clyde. 
Women who said they had smoked 

at least one cigarette in the previ-
ous week had their breath tested 
for carbon monoxide; those who 
exhaled at least 7 parts per million 
of carbon monoxide were consid-
ered current smokers.

All of these women were referred 
to smoking cessation specialists, 
who offer a face-to-face counseling 
session, followed by four weekly 
phone calls and 10 weeks of free 
nicotine replacement therapy. 

About half of them were offered 
shopping vouchers for meeting 
goals, like showing up for their 
counseling session, passing a 
breath test if they went two weeks 
without smoking, and remaining 
smoke-free for 12 weeks.

 Among the 306 women who 
were eligible for the vouchers, 69 
had stopped smoking and were still 
smoke-free when they were 34 to 
38 weeks into their pregnancies. 
Only 26 of the 303 women in the 
control group had done the same. 
Those offered financial incentives 
were 2.63 times more likely to be 
nonsmokers at the end of their 
pregnancies. 
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Angleton Chamber of Commerce’s 57th annual Heritage Gala

Kim Danesi, Gulf Chemical & Metallurgical Corp. Human Resources and 
Public Relations Manager, and CEO, Eric Caridroit.

Theresa Rogerson, and James 
Rogerson, Chief Operating Officer 
of MSR Houston.

Cindy Suggs, Manager, Community 
and Government Affairs, BASF 
Corp., and John Suggs.

Justice of the Peace Richard 
Davis, Precinct 2, and Nancy 
Davis, Palms Funeral Home, and 
Chamber Chair.

Sandra Steubing, front, MSR Houston Office Manager, Jerry Steubing, 
Deb Turner, Charlie Vehle, Jim Berg and Amanda Berg.

Nicki Holian, and Mark Holian, General Manager, Gulf Coast Auto Park.

Chamber staff members Allison Hemphill, Lindsey Denson, Michele 
Allison, and Beth Journeay, Chamber CEO.
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BC to host Industrial Job Fair on Feb. 5
Brazosport College will host an Industrial Job Fair on Thursday, Feb. 5 at 

the College’s Corporate Learning Center.
The job fair, which is being organized by The Economic Development Alli-

ance for Brazoria County and sponsored by The Dow Chemical Company, is 
scheduled from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

This event can be beneficial for those seeking employment in the fields of 
welding, process technology, millwright and other industrial trades.

A number of companies are expected to attend, including Dow Chemical 
Co., Chevron Phillips, BASF, Phillips 66, Gulf Chemical & Metallurgical and 
more. Companies will be looking for applicants, so it’s advised that those 
attending the fair should bring resumes and be prepared to fill out applica-
tions.

To learn more about the Industrial Job Fair on October 15, contact The 
Alliance at 979.848.0560 or visit www.eda-bc.com.

Students can compete for  cash prizes at Texas State Fish-Art Contest
The Texas State-Fish Art 

Contest, headquartered at the 
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center 
(TFFC), reminds Texas teachers 
and students that the deadline for 
entries in the 2015 State-Fish Art 
Contest is March 31.

The contest is open to any 
student in public, private or home 
schools in grades K-12. Students 
must draw or paint any recognized 
state fish and write an essay 
about it. Complete contest details 
and entry forms can be found at 
www.tpwd.texas.gov/fishart.

The Toyota Texas Bass Classic 
(TTBC) provides funds for prizes 
for first-, second- and third-place 
Texas winners in each of the four 
grade-level divisions. First place in 
grades 10–12 wins $1,000; second 
place $750; third place $500. 
Prizes in the K–3, 4–6 and 7–9 

grade levels are $100 for first; $75 
for second; $50 for third. Student 
art from the Texas contest is 
featured on TTBC tickets. The next 
TTBC will take place on Lake Fork 
in May 2015.

Additional support for the Texas 
contest is provided by the William 
E. Armentrout Foundation, Fish-
Flops™ and Friends of the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center.

The Texas State-Fish Art Contest 
is part of Wildlife Forever’s State-
Fish Art Contest. The TTBC also 
provides a travel allowance for 
Texas first-place winners to attend 
the national awards ceremony, 
which will be held August 21—22, 
2015, in Hot Springs, Arkansas.

Wildlife Forever chooses one 
outstanding piece of artwork each 
year for the Art of Conservation 
Award, and a commemorative 

stamp featuring the artwork is 
produced for sale. Proceeds from 
sales of the stamp are used to fund 
conservation projects.

Educators who wish to have 
their students enter the contest 
can download the free “State-

Fish Art Contest Lesson Plan” 
at www.statefishart.com. The 
interdisciplinary curriculum includes 
lessons and activities, a species 
identification section profiling each 
state fish, a glossary and student 
worksheets.

Get your eyes checked
The Brazoria Lions Club will 

conduct a free vision screening at 
the Brazoria Library at 620 South 
Brooks St., Downtown Brazoria 
on Feb. 21, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

The screening is an outgrowth 
of the Lions International current 
signature initiative better vision 
for all. This vision screening is tar-
geted for children ages 6 months 
– 6 years, but  people of any age 
can have the screening done at 
no charge.

 At the end of the screening, 
a print out of the results will be 
given to each of those who have 
participated. 

Those needing eye correction 
can take the print out to the eye 
doctor of their choice. For more 
information, call Lion Ken Bar-
ganier at: 979-236-1967, or the 
Brazoria Lions at: (979) 798-4444.
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By Miriam Valverde
Sun Sentinel (TNS)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
— When word got out that Kristen 
Alyce wanted to start her own 
business, friends, family and even 
strangers started dumping trash on 
her front door.

A giant bag stuffed with shred-
ded paper. Tons of plastic bags and 
cereal boxes. A box of X-rays.

The budding 20-something entre-
preneur couldn’t be more grateful.

Twenty-eight year-old Kristen 
Alyce founded Garbage Gone Glam 
to create head-turning one of a kind 
dresses from recycled material for 
marketing events.

The plastic bags, egg cartons, 
coffee filters and other recyclable 
material would become tools of the 
trade for Alyce, a fashion designer 
and the CEO of Garbage Gone 
Glam.

Garbage Gone Glam creates 
trendy dresses for businesses to be 
used at trade shows, fundraisers, 
marketing and special events where 
they want their brand to stand out 

and turn heads.
Its client roster includes the Palm 

Beach Outlets, the Kravis Center for 
the Performing Arts, a West Palm 
Beach Hyundai dealership, retailers, 
restaurants, among others.

“The dresses are all one of a kind, 
handmade by me,” said Alyce, 28.

Custom dresses for clients start 
at $2,000. There are also dresses 
available on Garbage Gone Glam’s 
website, starting at $500.

Garbage Gone Glam’s CEO, 28-year-old Kristen Alyce, right, tapes 
magazine pages onto model Courtney Quinn to create a one of a 
kind dress from magazine pages in West Palm Beach, Fla. Alyce has 
partnered with Simon malls and other national and local clients such as 
the Palm Beach Outlets and Kravis Center to create head turning dresses 
for marketing events. (Mark Randall/South Florida Sun Sentinel/TNS)

Garbage gone glam: Designer makes trash into fashion

By Nancy Cambria
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (TNS)

ST. LOUIS — Toni DiPina has 
been trying to solve the mystery of 
her unknown family since she was 
abandoned as a baby.

The reality is DiPina, at 51, still 
has no clue where she came from. 
She does not know why one or both 
of her parents abandoned her at 
9 months on May 26, 1963, on a 
vacant lot in St. Louis. No one has 
ever come forward. Not then and 
not in 2008, when the Post-Dispatch 
first wrote extensively about her.

For decades, the only details she 
had from a day she was too young 

to remember came from a typewrit-
ten police report based on details 
provided by St. Louis police Officer 
named George Leuckel. After the 
baby was discovered by two boys 
around 5:30 p.m., Leuckel was 
called to the lot off Bell Avenue in 
an ailing area that used to be the 
city’s most exclusive neighborhood, 
Vandeventer Place.

He found a baby in a blue-
checked dress with a pink sweater 
and cap sitting on a pink blanket 
amid weeds and rusting cars and 
appliances dumped on the lot.

The report chronicled the basics: 
The baby seemed well cared for. 

There were no witnesses. No one 
knew the child. Doctors at City 
Hospital No. 2 estimated her age at 
9 months. Officers canvassed the 
neighborhood but found no leads. 
Leuckel and a city social worker 
drove the child to an emergency 
foster home on Hodiamont Avenue 
on the western edge of the city.

But what Leuckel’s report did not 
convey was the connection forged 
that day between a white man in his 
20s who had grown up in Catholic 
orphanages, and a black baby also 
destined to walk the world as an 
orphan.

Recently, some 50 years after 
they first locked eyes on the lot, the 
two reunited for the first time.

If things had been different, if race 
didn’t matter, Leuckel and his wife 
might have adopted DiPina. Instead, 
she learned, Leuckel prayed for her. 
Again and again.

Here is George Leuckel’s memory 
of the day he found the baby — the 
details that did not make it into the 
official reports:

He parked his cruiser in front 
of the sole house on Bell Avenue. 
He walked up a circular drive that 
used to be lined with mansions. It 

The Rev. Toni DiPina and retired St. Louis police officer George Leuckel 
have their picture taken together during a reunion at Leuckel’s home  in 
Oakville, Mo.(Robert Cohen/St. Louis Post-Dispatch/TNS)
was eerily quiet. The baby was in a 
tiny clearing, sitting upright on the 
blanket. He knew immediately by 
the way she was dressed that she 
had been cared for.

Leuckel looked around and found 
no one. Only weeds, woods and 
debris. He had a creepy sensa-
tion that someone was hiding and 
watching him to make sure the baby 
was found.

The baby stared quietly at 
Leuckel. She did not cry.

At the city hospital where he 
took her to be evaluated, the baby 

clutched him and would not let go 
when a nurse approached. At the 
police station, he typed reports with 
the girl in one arm, until his sergeant 
ordered him to put her down.

Leuckel and his three sisters 
had grown up in St. Louis Catholic 
orphanages after their parents 
divorced and his mother became 
destitute. He knew what it was like 
to grow up without parents.

Leuckel didn’t know the baby’s 
name, nor the name she was given 
in foster care, Antoinette Baker. But 
his memory of her never faded.

More than 50 years later, policeman meets  ‘baby’ he rescued
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Did you know?

History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Feb. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1940, 
Frank Sinatra made his public 
singing debut in Indianapolis with 
the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra. In 
1964, the G.I. Joe toy for boys 
went on the market.

Feb. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1959, 
near Mason City, Iowa, a small 
plane crashed in a snowstorm en 
route to Fargo, N.D., killing every-
one on board. Among them were 
singers Buddy Holly, 22, Ritchie 
Valens, 17, and J.P. Richardson, 
28, known as “The Big Bopper.”

Feb. 4: ON THIS DATE in 1858, 
a group met in Ripon, Wisconsin, 
to discuss forming a new political 
party opposed to the extension of 
slavery. It became known as the 
Republican Party. In 1861, the 
Confederate States of America 
was formed.

Feb. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1917, 
Mexico’s constitution was adopted. 
In 1937, President Roosevelt 
proposed increasing the number 
of Supreme Court justices; critics 
accused him of trying to “pack” the 

court with his allies. 
Feb. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1778, 

France recognized the sovereignty 
of the United States and signed 
a treaty of military aid; England 
declared war on France the same 
day. In 1952, Britain’s King George 
VI died; he was succeeded by his 
daughter, Elizabeth.

Feb. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1904, 
a fire began in Baltimore that 
raged for 30 hours and destroyed 
more than 1,500 buildings. In 
1964, The Beatles began their first 
American tour as they arrived at 
New York’s Kennedy International 
Airport.

Feb. 8: ON THIS DATE in 
1904, the Russo-Japanese War 
began. In 1910, the Boy Scouts of 
America was incorporated.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1930, former 
President William Howard Taft 
resigned his post as chief justice 
of the United States for health 
reasons.

This week’s question: In 1941, 
Glenn Miller was presented the 
first gold record for what song?

Pay-to-play sports may sideline low-income kids
By Robin Erb
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

Having to pay to play school 
sports may have long-reaching 
health effects, according to a newly 
released University of Michigan 
survey that may reinforce a link 
between income and health.

The survey found that while 51 
percent of families earning more 
than $60,000 per year reported 
having a child in sports, only 30 per-
cent of lower-income families had a 
child playing school sports.

Those income disparities are 
worrisome for several reasons, said 
Sarah Clark, an associate research 
scientist at U-M’s Child Health 
Evaluation and Research (CHEAR) 
Unit.

“Sports is one way that kids can 
be physically active in an enjoyable 
way. They’re with their buddies. 
They’re learning teamwork,” Clark 
said.

That engagement extended far 
beyond what can be measured in 
pounds or body-mass index. Clark 
said school-based activities, such 
as sports or music programs, help 
kids stay in school.

“So if we’re decreasing oppor-
tunities for lower-income kids to 
participate in sports, we’re taking 
away one of our weapons in the 
fight against obesity and in the fight 
against drop-out (rates),” she said.

The survey, conducted in June, 
was done by U-M’s C.S. Mott 
Children’s Hospital.

Referred to as the National Poll 
on Children’s Health, it found that 
one in 7 parents whose children 
were not in sports cited cost as a 
reason. And that factor also might 
be increasingly important.

Sports participation among lower-
income students decreased by 10% 
compared to the May 2012 poll 
on the same subject. Even among 
parents in higher-income house-
holds, nearly 1 in 10 parents said 
their child had decreased sports 
participation because of cost – twice 
as high as reported in 2012.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

• It’s now official: The NFL has gone to the dogs, or vice versa.
“In a sad sign of the times,” reported Brad Dickson of the Omaha (Neb.) 

World-Herald, “four doggies have been suspended for Super Sunday’s 
Puppy Bowl. Two failed drug tests, a third stomped an opponent, and a 
Schnauzer let the air out of the ball.”

• Headline: At SportsPickle.com: “NFL threatens to fine media mem-
bers who ask Marshawn Lynch clichéd or pointless questions.”

• Wax job: Madame Tussauds Orlando unveiled a wax statue of Dan 
Marino. The likeness is uncanny, veteran Marino-watchers say, in terms of 
both looks and mobility.

• Sports quiz: Seahawks RB Marshawn Lynch tweeted “I’m embar-
rassed” because:

a) He works for the NFL, which fined one of his teammates.
b) He’s hopelessly hooked on Skittles.
c) He just can’t help himself when it comes to grabbing his crotch.
• Paging Bob Knight: The Indianapolis Colts’ mascot threw an inflat-

able chair at his Patriots counterpart at the Pro Bowl. Coincidence? The 
chair had lost 2 pounds of air pressure by the time Pat the Patriot threw it 
back.

• The “Fi” in “WiFi” doesn’t mean 
anything – It was just called that 
because it sounded catchy and 
rhymed with “HiFi.”

• On August 16th 2013, Google 
went down for a total of 4 minutes 
– In that time global web traffic 
dropped by 40%.

• A bolt of lightning can be 5 times 
hotter than the surface of the sun.

• Coca-Cola created Coke Zero 
for men because they associated 
Diet Coke with women.

• Between 1912 and 1948, art 
competitions were part of the 
olympics. Medals were awarded for 
architecture, music, painting and 
sculpture.

• Statistically speaking, women 
are better drivers than men.

• Before Pixar settled on Toy 
Story, other names suggested 
included “Made in Taiwan, Moving 
Buddies, and Toyz in the Hood.”

• It is against the law to run out of 
gas in Youngstown, Ohio.

• The average person falls asleep 
in seven minutes.
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Rejuvenation planning: Healthier body starts with the brain and setting real short-term goals
By Anne Stein
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

This new year you’ve decided 
to lose 25 pounds, restart your 
exercise program and de-stress. 
But isn’t that what you decided 
last year? To keep resolutions, 
we’ve got to break bad habits 
while slowly establishing new 

ones to replace them.
Sports psychologist Gregory 

Chertok is director of mental 
training at Tenafly, N.J.-based 
CourtSense. He outlines the fol-
lowing habit-forming strategies to 
achieve your health and wellness 
goals.

Set specific, short-term goals. 

Saying “I’m going to lose 50 
pounds” doesn’t offer much 
guidance, and without a road 
map, many of us lose motiva-
tion, Chertok said. Set attainable 
short-terms goals to guide you 
(such as join a health club, hire 
a personal trainer, work out three 
nights a week, cut out one dessert 

a week.) As you achieve these 
doable short-term goals, you’ll feel 
confident and willing to set more 
challenging ones. Goals should 
be in your control, Chertok added. 
We should be able to manipu-
late, adjust and accomplish them 
without reliance on someone or 
something else.

Be realistic. A lot of us expect 
dramatic results after a few weeks 
or even a few days of small 
lifestyle changes and are discour-
aged when there’s little change. 
“It can take up to several months 

of dedicated, consistent behavior 
to see change,” he said. Arm 
yourself with realistic expecta-
tions, don’t be surprised by the 
occasional obstacle and tempta-
tion — and persevere. As long as 
your goals are doable, the results 
will come.

Be aware of what triggers your 
bad habits and change them. 
One of the greatest challenges 
to breaking any habit is placing 
awareness on the trigger cues 
leading to the behavior. When 
the trigger cues are removed, 
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

When we truly put our faith in Christ, 
our lives are changed

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’m a single mom with a 
couple of small children. I know 
I’ve messed up my life big-time, 
but I don’t know what to do about 
it. Is there hope for me? I know 
you’ll say I need God, and I prob-
ably do, but I’d feel out of place 
going to church. - K.S.

A: One of the Bible’s greatest 
truths is that no matter who we 
are or what we’ve done, God 
wants to welcome us just as we 
are. He knows all about us; He 
knows our past, and He knows all 
about the wrong decisions we’ve 
made - yet He still loves us and 
wants us to become part of His 
family forever.

How do I know this is true? I 
know it first of all because God 
has promised it to us in His Word, 
the Bible - and God cannot lie. 
The Bible tells us that God doesn’t 

hate us, but He does hate the sin 
that we’ve allowed to control us. 
The Bible also tells us that God 
can change our lives and give us 
hope for the future - and He will, 
as we turn our lives over to Christ. 
Jesus’ promise is for you: “Come 
to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28). 

I know most of all that God 
loves us and welcomes us 
because of Jesus Christ. Jesus 
came into the world for one 
reason: to bring us back to God. 
He did this by destroying the only 
barrier that separates us from 
God - the barrier of sin. 

I invite you to turn to Jesus and 
ask Him to come into your life 
today - and He will. Then ask Him 
to guide you to a church where 
you will not only feel welcomed, 
but can also grow in your faith. 
God bless you.

The largest battle re-enactment 
in the state is the centerpiece of 
the admission-free San Jacinto 
Day Festival, held on Saturday, 
April 18, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
the grounds surrounding the San 
Jacinto Monument.  The re-enact-
ment recreates the events leading 
up to Texas winning its indepen-
dence from Mexico 179 years ago 
at the decisive Battle of San Jacinto 
on April 21, 1836.  

The festival is a full day of 
entertainment, vendors, food, family 
activities, cultural exhibitors, games 
and fun set amidst living history:  
music and dancing on two stages 
featuring country-western bands, 
flamenco dancers, Native American 
presentations, square dancers and 
much more; 15+ food vendors; 
make-and-take activities and crafts 
for children; children’s train; petting 
zoo; medicine wagon show; birds of 
prey; weavers, spinners, black-
smiths and other demonstrators; 
and dozens of unique hand-crafted 
items for sale.

“We are so proud to continue 
to present this festival with free 
admission, free shuttles and free 
parking to the public, and it would 
not be possible without our present-
ing sponsor H-E-B, as well as The 
Dow Chemical Company, Vopak, 

Enjoy free live history lesson at San Jacinto Monument
Pasadena Strawberry Festival, Cen-
terPoint Energy and LyondellBasell,” 
says Larry Spasic, San Jacinto 
Museum of History President.  
“Just as important are our partners 
who help us coordinate this event, 
including TPWD, the volunteers 
from San Jacinto College and Deer 

Park ISD, Clean Harbors, KHOU, La 
Porte EMS and Hampton Inn Deer 
Park.”  

The event is coordinated by the 
San Jacinto Museum of History 
Association with the assistance of 
Texas Parks & Wildlife and the San 
Jacinto Volunteers re-enactors. 

Download Texas Heritage Travel Guide
Experience the vastness and wonder of the Lone Star State with the 

Texas Historical Commission’s (THC) new Texas Heritage Travel Guide.
Encompassing all 10 Texas Heritage Trail Regions, the free statewide 

guide highlights historic destinations that tell the real stories of Texas.
From beautifully restored courthouses to historic frontier forts, the guide 

offers a comprehensive starting point for your next adventure. Travel 
to communities large and small to discover the tales of Texas’ rich cast 
of characters ranging from Spanish missionaries to rugged cowboys to 
heroes of the Texas Revolution. With 167 pages of visitor information, 
images, and maps, heritage travelers can immerse themselves in the 
captivating story of Texas.

The guide is free and available for download at www.thc.state.tx.us/
explore. Print copies may be requested through our online order form 
(www.thc.state.tx.us/orderguides) or by calling (866) 276-6219.

State Capital has courthouse exhibit
A dynamic Texas Historical Commission exhibit highlighting the impor-

tance of Texas’ historic county courthouses is greeting legislators, their 
staffs, stakeholder groups, and other visitors to the State Capitol.

From Feb. 1-7, it will be in the North Gallery of the Capitol, and from Feb. 
8-14 it will be in the South Gallery.

The exhibit presents an overview of the value and benefits historic Texas 
courthouses provide to their host communities, from preservation of stories 
and unique architecture to offering a cost-effective and sustainable way 
to repurpose a building that is the cornerstone of the community. Benefits 
include increased heritage tourism, improved property values for the court-
house square, and continuing community pride.

Also featured is an overview of the Texas Historic Courthouse Preserva-
tion Program, which has restored 63 courthouses across the state to their 
former glory since 1999.

State tax credits available 
to rehab historic properties

Property owners, developers, 
and businesses have a powerful 
new financial tool to aid in the reha-
bilitation of historic properties.

State tax credits worth 25 percent 
of the eligible rehabilitation costs 
are available for eligible income-
producing projects, with a project 
minimum of $5,000 and no project 
maximum. In the absence of a state 
income tax, the credit is applied 
against a business’ franchise tax 
liability. 

The state credits can be sold or 
transferred to other investors.

Eligible properties include those 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places or designated as a 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
or State Antiquities Landmark.

For more information about 
the Texas Historic Preserva-
tion Tax Credit Program, visit 
www.thc.state.tx.us/taxcredits.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Food at a bar
6 54-Across vaccine developer
10 “My stars!”
14 Run off, in a way
15 Help in solving
16 Age-old stories
17 Series of “Got milk?” spots, e.g.
19 Suffragist Lucretia
20 Emmy-winning Arthur
21 “__ Gang”
22 Tolstoy work subtitled “The Story 

of a Horse”
24 Queen’s subjects
26 Dismissive cry
28 Kitchen attraction
29 Ran off with
31 Multi-institutional financial crisis
34 Mexican cover-up
36 JFK Library architect I.M.
37 Connecticut hrs.
38 It’s used to break a habit
42 That girl
45 Garden pond fish

46 Weather map line
50 American bacon source
54 See 6-Across
55 Whirlpool subsidiary
56 Sweet tuber
58 MacDonald’s home
59 Ristorante dish
62 Apprehend
64 Place for some me-time
65 Make a muffler, perhaps
66 Browser feature, or what the 
ends of 17-, 31-, 38- or 50-Across 
can have
69 Clothing fluff
70 Actress Elisabeth
71 French sweetie
72 Tense
73 Undiluted
74 Company with “counting sheep” 
ads

Down
1 Popular food fish
2 Ristorante request
3 The “L” in URL
4 Org. for shrinks
5 Showroom model
6 Sacred beetle
7 Sacha Baron Cohen’s “Da __ G 
Show”
8 Galoots
9 Reporter known for ducking into 
phone booths
10 New York city near the Pennsyl-
vania border
11 “Well played!”
12 Sister of Apollo
13 Take away (from)
18 Watering hole
23 See 68-Down
25 Fries alternative
27 Antepenultimate fairy tale word
30 Prefix with center
32 Not paleo-
33 New Zealander
35 Actress Sommer
39 Typed chuckle
40 Seer’s claim
41 Sleigh’s parking spot
42 Vivacity
43 Neanderthal, for one
44 Frequent schoolroom activity
47 Weapon for Han Solo
48 Touchdown site
49 Bucharest’s country
51 Difficult
52 Club on the diamond
53 Mariano Rivera, e.g.
57 Fairy queen of English legend
60 1/16 of a cup: Abbr.
61 Site of the Ko’olau range
63 Tampa NFLers
67 Lowlife
68 With 23-Down, what an accused 
thug may beat
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

BOGGLE ANSWERS
BERLIN  LISBON  MADRID  LONDON  ATHENS  WARSAW
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: FRANC  BASIN  QUENCH  DABBLE
Answer: What the tile shoppers sought -- A “SQUARE” DEAL”

Bulletin  Horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): 

You might work more and play 
less during the upcoming week. 
Show off your talents and skills 
whenever you can, as you might 
seem more capable and glamor-
ous than usual.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

You may be held accountable 
for your words and actions in the 
week ahead. Don’t be known as 
the archer of poetic fame who 
“shot an arrow into the air” and 
let it land “he knew not where.”

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Don’t challenge anyone’s opin-

ions. It may be called “tendering 
an opinion” because you can’t 
predict what tender hidden feel-
ings you might hurt. Be consider-
ate and gentle this week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Don’t toss the dice. There’s no 
good reason to take a chance 

with your money in the upcom-
ing week. Everything will fall 
into place if you’re skeptical of 
anything that seems too good to 
be true.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
could be operating with eyes 
wide shut in the week ahead. 
Hold off on starting new projects 
or making major decisions until 
the end of the week, when you’ll 
be seeing the facts more clearly.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Let 
other people find their own way 
around a problem. Give extra 
space to someone in close con-
nection this week and assume 
that he or she is smart enough to 
figure things out.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
can’t dictate how anyone else 
spends their money, but you can 
control your own expenditures. 
In the week ahead, you can get 
organized about achieving your 
goals and exercise thrift.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Follow through on necessities 
and ignore the fancies. Once 
you meet the quota, you might 
be tempted to slack off. Don’t 
let authority figures give you an 

inferiority complex early in the 
week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You’ll need to lead and 
encourage others without being 
fooled by appearances. Your job 
may be to signal the dawning of 
new tactics or techniques as the 
week unfolds.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Get by with a little help from 
your friends. By staying in touch 
with your circle of friends you’ll 
be able to accomplish your goals 
much more quickly than you ever 
imagined.

 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Focus on the facts and not fan-
cies in the week ahead. Some-
one who’s hardhearted might 
seem more glamorous later in 
the week, but don’t be fooled by 
a little flattery.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Get involved in the things that 
bring a smile to your face, lets 
your creativity shine, or will 
widen your horizons. Pay atten-
tion to ways to improve your 
health in the early part of the 
week.

(c) 2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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Locally owned Long Term Care Rx provides health facility customers with personalized service
David Spence wants to get 

the word out about one of his 
pharmacies, Long Term Care 
Rx, and how families of those in 
nursing homes or assisted living 
facilities, as well as administra-
tors, have a choice when it 
comes to who is filling prescrip-
tions for residents.

When using Long-Term Care, 
the difference is personal service 
from a local company with local 
ownership and employees vs. 
using a pharmaceutical giant 
which has no local connection.

“If you’re at a local facility, you 
don’t have to use the big guys, 
you can use local people,” said 
Mr. Spence. “People don’t real-
ize they have a local alternative. 

The State of Texas provides 
freedom of choice.”

Most of the time, when 
patients are admitted to area 
facilities, the admitting family 
member will need to let the 
nursing home or other facility 
know that they prefer to use 
Long-Term Care instead of one 
of the national firms. Some of 
the nursing homes opt to use 
Long-Term Care Rx, so Mr. 
Spence’s cllients include both 
the skilled nursing and assisted 
living centers as well as their 
residents.

The facilities fax over 
prescriptions to Long-Term 
Care, whose local, experienced 
pharmacists fill the orders, and 

then local employees deliver the 
medications the same day.

In contrast, the large cor-
porate pharmacies deliver the 
medications by couriers without 
any personal connection.

The delivery by local employ-
ees also makes for a better 
line of communication, which is 
especially important when deal-
ing with medications.

 “We live here; we pay taxes 
here; we’re accountable to the 
community. We can answer 
questions, and we’re in the build-
ings ... The big guys don’t do 
that,” said Mr. Spence. “A nurse 
may ask us when we’re dropping 
something off to check on some-
thing, and then we can return the 
next day and resolve it.”

In addition to Long Term 
Care, Mr. Spence owns the 
Medicine Shoppe in Angleton 
and Spence’s Medical Center 
Pharmacy in Lake Jackson 
and is active in the community, 
including serving on the Board 
of Directors of the Angleton 
Chamber of Commerce.

He wants to inform nursing 
home administrators and nurses, 
who can change over time at 
various facilities, about the differ-
ence between the “big guys” and 
his local service.

An example of that contrast 
was apparent recently, he said, 
when the administrators at 
an assisted living home were 
relieved to learn that with Long 
Term Care, corrections on the 
MARS, or Medical Administra-
tive Record, appear the next 
month. With the national firm 

they’ve used, it might take six 
months or longer. The nursing 
facilities’ accountability with 
regulatory agencies is very 
important, and they can be 
cited, so prompt compliance is a 
relief for them.

Mr. Spence can contract with 
each facility individually to pro-
vide services for their residents.

“Our big selling point to 
administrators is that we solve 
so many of their problems - they 
love us; it takes the stress off of 
them,” he said.

It’s also essential that 
Long-Term Care Rx let family 
members of these facilities know 
that when they admit their loved 
ones, that in 99 percent of the 
cases, the admissions process 
is when they choose who will fill 
their prescriptions.

If the facility they are admit-
ting the family member into does 
not use Long-Term Care Rx, 
the family still has the option 
to speak up and use this local 
company by telling the admis-
sions employee they prefer 
Long Term Care.

 This is a freedom to choose 
your provider given by the State 
of Texas, which allows admitting 
family to determine what’s more 
convenient for them and what 
they feel works best.

“They may say, “’this is our 
pharmacy,”’ but you don’t have 
to use them,” he noted.

However, the admitting family 
member can later change who 
they select to provide prescrip-
tion services for the resident by 
contacting the nursing home or 
assisted living center. Some-
times, family members aren’t 
aware they have a choice, so 
they are allowed to change their 

preference, whether they knew 
or not.

 Mr. Spence mentioned one 
nursing home in the area where 
he doesn’t have a contract with 
the facility, but he still provides 
prescription services for about 
half of its patients.

Another advantage of 
using Long Term Care is that 
Mr. Spence and his staff are 
familiar with insurance coverage 
and information of those who 

have worked for companies in 
our area, such as the larger 
petrochemical plants. And, if you 
have a question about coverage 
or payments, you can get some-
one on the phone and ask them 
about it and get an answer, 
again, a vital service the big 
corporations not only don’t, but 
can’t offer. For more information 
about Long Term Care Rx, feel 
free to call Mr. Spence or his 
staff at (979) 849-3001. 


