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Unemployment rate 
In Texas declines 
again for 4th month

AUSTIN — Texas’ unemployment 
rate fell to 6.1 percent in December, 
down from 6.2 percent in November 
and from 7.4 percent a year ago. This 
marked the fourth straight month that 
the unemployment rate in Texas has 
declined. Texas employers added 
4,100 total nonfarm jobs in December 
for a total of 260,800 jobs added over 
the year. In December 2012, Texas 
employers reported 10,904,000 total 
nonfarm jobs.

“In December, we saw annual 
growth in 10 major industries, for an 
overall annual growth of 2.5 percent 
in Texas,” said Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC) Chairman Andres 
Alcantar. “With those positive strides 
and 11,800 private sector jobs added 
in the past month, 2012 was a strong 
year for Texas and my hope is that the 
Texas economy will build on that suc-
cess in 2013.”

Six out of 11 major industries in 
Texas added jobs in December, led 
by 13,300 jobs added in Profes-
sional and Business Services—the 
largest over-the-month expansion 
for this industry since January 2012.

Drinking problem
By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

I have a drinking problem.
It happens every time I get dental 

work done. I have trouble drinking for 
a while.

“You can rinse now,” says the kind 
dental technician.

I sip the water from the cup and 
spit it all over the floor, 
totally missing the 
spittoon.

“I told you I have a 
drinking problem.”

I can’t feel the left 
side of my face. It took a load of drugs, 
I guess, to deaden that little nerve that 
caused a lot of problems when the drill 
hit the tooth.

“Let me know if you feel anything,” 
says the kind dentist.

I let him know. Please, I’m allergic to 
pain. Time to deaden it some more.

I don’t want to feel anything. You 
can do whatever you want in there, as 
long as I don’t feel it.

One time, I had some oral surgery 
done and thought I’d save $200 by not 
being put to sleep.

It didn’t hurt, but the surgeon had 
his glasses on, and I could see in the 
reflection everything he was doing. It 
was gross.

So, I closed my eyes.
I was drifting in and out, and sud-

denly I felt the surgeon tapping on my 
shoulder.

“I’m glad we didn’t put you under. 
It’s not as bad as I thought. I can do 
another procedure right now and save 
you some money, but you’ll have to 
sign a release.”

I’m also glad you didn’t put me 
under, I said as I signed on the dotted 
line and saved $1,400 by being brave.

That’s the last time I was brave. No 
more staying awake for oral surgery. 
Knock me out. I don’t want to know. 
Wake me up when it’s over. Luckily, 
that was also the last time I had to 
have anything like that done.

This time, I’m just having three old 
fillings replaced. I wanted the bone-
shade composite filling, not that old 
silver stuff.

The left side is done, except for the 

Dreamliner woes put spotlight on lithium ion battery risks
By Ken Bensinger
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

Chances are the same kind of bat-
tery that twice caught fire in Boeing 787 
Dreamliners in recent weeks is in your 
pocket at this very moment.

Lithium ion batteries, small and 
powerful, have become the electricity 
storage device of choice. They are 
everywhere — in cellular phones, 
laptops, power tools, even cars. They 
allow us to talk, email and drill longer 

than ever possible in the past.
But the incidents that led to the 

grounding of the 787 fleet worldwide, 
and the decision by Boeing on Friday 
to temporarily halt all deliveries of the 
plane, have highlighted a troubling 
downside of these energy-dense dyna-
mos: their tendency to occasionally 
burst into flames.

With investigators now working to 
determine the cause of the incidents, 
one on a Dreamliner on a Boston 

runway, the other forcing an emergency 
landing of a 787 in western Japan, the 
larger question of lithium ion safety has 
snapped into focus.

“Every battery can burn, and every 
battery can be flammable,” said Mike 
Eskra, a Milwaukee-based battery 
development scientist who also works 
as a battery fire investigator for insur-
ers. “But lithium ion batteries are more 
dangerous because they store more 

(Continued on Page 13)
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Drivers: Want a Professional Career? 
Haul Flatbed/OD Loads for Trinity 
Logistics Group! Earn $.41-.51cpm! 
CDL-A w/2yrs Exp. EEO/AA Call: 800-
533-7862. www.trinitytrucking.com

WELL, WELL, LOOK WHO’S 
BACK: A robber went into a bank 
in Syracuse, N.Y., and ordered the 
teller to hand over $20,000 and put it 
in a bag. After fleeing the scene, he 
counted the money, and was enraged when he found much less than he had 
demanded. So he indignantly returned to the bank, where he was arrested by 
police who had arrived to investigate the robbery.

YEAH, SURE, OLD-TIMER: A man who invaded a home in Kenmore, England, 
probably didn’t expect much resistance from the 83-year-old man who lived there. 
But the old guy, who has a black belt in the Japanese combat art of Aikido, stood 
his ground, and warned the intruder that he had armed himself with a knife. The 
bad guy attacked anyway, but took off once he was stabbed.

BUT ISN’T THAT WHAT YOU EXPECTED? A man who started female 
hormone therapy to turn himself into a woman a year ago when he was 17 has 
cancelled the final operation after he decided to stay a man. He had developed 
breasts and said that womanhood made him miserable. “One minute I feel moody 
, and the next minute I feel really happy.”

YOU SEE, MOMMY ALWAYS TOLD ME I WAS SPECIAL: When police raided 
a party at a Boulder, Colo., apartment, a college coed jumped off the balcony to 
escape, breaking her wrist. She told the cops she did it “because I’m the golden 
child, and I don’t want to get in trouble.”

GO AHEAD, MAKE MY DAY: A masked man went into a Kansas City bank 
which, oddly, had a sign posted in the lobby that said concealed weapons are, in 
fact, allowed on the premises. He robbed the place and ran out to his truck, but 
was followed by the bank president who was carrying a Colt .380 handgun. He 
pointed at the robber, and said, “You’re not going anywhere.”

BUT THIS SHOULD WIN HER OVER: A man, drunk and high on cocaine, 
broke into the Madison, Wisc., apartment of a woman he was obsessed with, and 
stole six pairs of her panties and six bras. He then ordered the woman’s 10-year-
old sister to tell her that she should break up with her boyfriend, or he would kill 
him. The woman told police, who arrested him, that she has never dated the man 
or even spoken to him. 

Texas woman arrested in online harassment case
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (MCT)

FORT WORTH, Texas—A three-year Internet nightmare for an Oregon woman is 
over — for now.

Denton police arrested Michelle Speed, 32, accusing her of hacking into the 
woman’s social websites, writing slanderous statements about her and even starting 
an online petition to have her fired.

The reason, police say, is that the Oregon woman is the ex-girlfriend of a Denton 
man whom Speed had been dating.

Speed was released from the Denton Jail shortly after her arrest. Bail informa-
tion was unavailable. Speed faces a charge of online impersonation and breach of 
security.

Denton police began investigating the case in March when the Oregon woman told 
them that she had been terrorized for three years.

Authorities determined that someone had hacked into the woman’s account on 
Goodreads, a social website for book fans, and created a Facebook page with her 
name. As items were posted, the woman couldn’t delete or close the account.

Someone started posting items about the woman on TheDirty.com, a gossip 
website.



email: bulletin94@yahoo.com   (979) 849-5407    January 29, 2013  THE BULLETIN  Page 3

Strange but True

If you enjoy reading our features and community events, please 
let our advertisers know that you saw their ads in The Bulletin.

By Bill Sones and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Zipcar capitalism     
Q.  It’s been called “Zipcar capital-

ism” or “collaborative consumption” and 
reflects a whole new way of looking at 
and doing things.  It has even generated 
a whole new vocabulary.  Are you in the 
know here?

A.  In this new economic model, con-
sumers rent, share or trade services, 
extending the old idea of “time-sharing” 
for resort properties into “communal 
purchases” that give people “fractional 
ownership” of expensive items, says 
Paul McFedries in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine.  “Zipcar capitalism” comes 
from the car-sharing services where 
subscribers – “Zipsters” – rent vehicles 
by the hour.  Since many cars just sit in 
a driveway or parking lot anyway, why 
not try “social car sharing,” or “peer-to-
peer rental.”  And if you’re not going to 
be using your house or apartment for a 
while, why not consider renting it out.  
“Collaborative travel” services will help 
match you with prospective renters and 
even ensure the safety of your abode.  
As one New York Times writer put it, 
sharing is “clean, crisp, urbane, post-
modern; owning is dull, selfish, timid, 
backward.”     

“Tool sharing” has also taken off, as 
have “co-housing” and “social lending,” 
done without a bank as intermediary. 
“Carrotmob” comes from “flashmob,” 
where a group gathers to purchase 
products from an environmentally 

friendly store.
Adds McFedries, “My favorite com-

munal purchase idea is ‘cowpooling,’ 
buying a whole cow or side of beef from 
a local farmer.” 

Collaborative consumption leans 
heavily on social networking and 
depends on the “reputation trails” we 
all leave behind us testifying to our 
trustworthiness.

Concludes McFedries, “So collabora-
tive consumption offers a vision of an 
economy that is more open, trusting and 
sustainable.  Sounds good to me.  Bring 
on the cowpools!”

Dog vs. pig smarts      
Q.  Who says dogs are smarter than 

pigs?
A.  Isn’t it just like us humans to 

want to rank everybody and every-
thing in terms of speed, size, beauty, 
intelligence, you name it, ponders Mr. 
Know-It-All of “Wired” magazine.  The 
trivially true answer to the dogs-pigs 
question is that they’re equally smart, 
as both are equally well adjusted to 
their niche in life, even though they took 
dramatically different evolutionary paths 
to domestication – one a forager, the 
other a hunter, says David Washburn of 
the Georgia State University Language 
Research Center.  So it makes sense 
that their mental gifts would differ.  Pigs 
seem to enjoy playing videogames, for 
example, while dogs intuitively under-

stand addition and subtraction of small 
numbers.  

But such a standoff is hardly likely to 
satisfy our competitive species, meaning 
we’ve got to lean on facts like the follow-
ing:  When body sizes are considered, 
canines have slightly larger brains, “a 
trait that does seem to matter.”

More to the point, dogs have obvi-
ously been far more successful at con-
vincing human beings not to eat them.  
Says Mr. Know-It-All, “That’s gotta count 
for something, right?”

Thank-you-ma’am     
Q. Thinking anachronistically, can 

you say what might prompt a “thank-
you-ma’am” on the drive home from 
the theater?

A.  Hitting a pothole along the way, 
since the colorful old phrase applies 
to the bumps or depressions that jar 
a vehicle’s occupants, says Anu Garg 
in “The Dord, the Diglot and an Avo-
cado or Two.”  The “thank-you-ma’am” 
phrase might have come from the nod of 
the head brought on by passing over a 
hole in the road, as if ironically acknowl-
edging a favor.  A more charming idea 
involves a man and woman in an old 
Victorian coach being briefly jostled 
together and his appreciative response 
to her.  Or, as Mrs. Hopkins puts it, in 
Oliver Wendell Holmes’s 1868 novel, 
“The Guardian Angel: We all have our 
troubles.  It isn’t everybody that can ride 
to heaven in a C-spring shay, as my 
poor husband used to say; and life’s a 
road that’s got a good many thank-you-
ma’ams to go bumpin’ over, says he.”

Whatever its origin, muses Garg, it 
may be time to bring back this colorful 
phrase, surpassing as it does today’s 
more prosaic “speed bumps” or “speed-
breakers.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com) 
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Social Security
McClatchy-Tribune News Service (MCT)

Q&A

(This column was prepared by the Social 
Security Administration. For fast answers to 
specific Social Security questions, contact 
Social Security toll-free at 800-772-1213.)

Applying for benefits 
— when and where

Q: I’m reaching my full retirement 
age and thinking about retiring in 
early 2013. When is the best time 
of year to apply for Social Security 
benefits?

A: If you are planning to retire in 
early 2013, you can apply now. You 
can apply as early as four months 
prior to when you want your monthly 
benefits to begin. To apply, just go to 
www.socialsecurity.gov/applytoretire. 
Applying online for retirement benefits 
from the convenience of your home or 
office is secure and can take as little 
as 15 minutes. It’s so easy!

Q: My wife and I live in Minnesota, 
but plan to spend the winter in New 
Mexico. My wife will turn 62 while 
we are down south. Can she apply 
for benefits in New Mexico, or do we 
have to wait until we get back home to 
apply for retirement at our local Social 
Security office?

A: These days, you don’t even have 
to be near a Social Security office to 
apply for benefits. Regardless of 
where you and your wife are living, 
you can apply for retirement ben-
efits online at www.socialsecurity.gov/
applytoretire. It’s so easy to do, and 
it can take as little as 15 minutes to 
complete and submit the application. 
If she prefers, your wife can file a 
retirement benefit application at any 
Social Security office — including 
the one closest to you in Minnesota, 
New Mexico, or wherever you happen 
to be.

Facebook may be making you hate life, study says
By Deborah Netburn
Los Angeles Times  (MCT)

LOS ANGELES — Are you jealous of 
everyone you know? If so, it might be 
time to take a break from Facebook.

Scrolling through photos of other 
people’s vacations, joyful family 
moments and awesome nights out may 
be a threat to your sense of personal 
happiness, say a team of German 
researchers in a new study titled “Envy 
on Facebook: A hidden threat to users’ 
life satisfaction?”

And if you are the type of person who 

lurks on Facebook without contributing 
much yourself, chances are your sense 
of life satisfaction is even lower, the 
researchers found.

The study was conducted by social 
scientists at Humboldt University in 
Berlin and Darmstadt’s Technical Uni-
versity.

In a survey of 357 people — mostly 
German university students — respon-
dents were initially hesitant to admit to 
feeling jealous while looking at Face-
book. But when asked what makes 
“other people” feel bad about looking 
at Facebook, nearly 1 in 3 respondents 
cited jealousy.

Additionally, 1 in 5 respondents said 
their last jealous feeling occurred while 
looking at the social networking site.

Those surveyed said they are most 
likely to be jealous of other people’s 
travel and leisure time (think vacation 
photos), social interactions (how many 

“likes” a friend’s picture gets, or how 
many birthday wishes she receives), 
and simply the sense that other people 
are just generally happier in their lives.

Those of us who often feel bad about 
ourselves after a Facebook binge might 
stave off those unpleasant feelings of 
jealousy by pumping up our own accom-
plishments — a strategy the research-
ers call the “self promotion-envy cycle.” 
Additionally, we might stay off the social 
networking site entirely, or hide posts by 
people who make us feel the worst.

But as the researchers point out, this 
mitigating behavior could have conse-
quences for Facebook and other social 
networks.

“From a provider’s perspective, our 
findings signal that users frequently 
perceive Facebook as a stressful envi-
ronment, which may, in the long run, 
endanger platform sustainability,” they 
write.
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Aguilar awarded Brazosport Health Foundation scholarship
Brazosport Health Foundation 

named Jose Aguilar as the recipient of 
the Adelaide Thorpe Nursing Scholar-

ship. As a nurs-
ing student at 
Brazosport Col-
lege, Jose will 
receive a three 
semester schol-
arship of $7,500. 
After completion 
of his nursing 
degree, Jose will 
work at Brazo-
sport Regional 

Health System for two years.
The partnership between Brazos-

port Regional and Brazosport College 
formed when the College opened their 
nursing program. As a teaching facility, 
Brazosport Regional is able to welcome 
students to the hospital for their obser-
vation hours and clinical affiliations. One 

goal of the partnership is to increase 
the number of nurses in the area for 
ongoing quality healthcare.

Founded in 2007, the Thorpe Nurs-
ing Scholarship was created to remove 
financial barriers for nursing students 
with demonstrated academic ability 
and a desire to care for those who are 
injured or ill. Rhonda Sexton Seth was 
named the first recipient of the Thorpe 
Nursing Scholarship followed by Teresa 
Rooks. In the middle of 2012, Brazo-
sport Health Foundation was able to 
raise $30,000 for the scholarship fund, 
enabling the Foundation to add an addi-
tional nursing scholarship.

This scholarship for Jose Aguilar 

will help pay for tuition, books, and 
some living expenses. “I have always 
wanted to be a nurse,” said Jose. “With 
my brothers and sisters in college as 
well, the scholarship greatly helps my 
family.” Jose is expected to graduate 
May of 2014, after Teresa Rooks this 
spring.

The scholarship was created to rec-
ognize Ms. Adelaide Thorpe’s 60-plus 
years of volunteer leadership and phi-
lanthropy to Brazosport Regional. The 
fund is made possible through com-
munity support. Individuals interested 
in donating can visit www.Brazosport-
Health-Foundation.org or call (979) 
297-6190.

Jose Aguilar

Texas Brigades to empower youth
The Texas Brigades, will add a new camp in the summer of 2013 appropriately 

named Ranch Brigade.
The new camp will focus on an entirely new concept, livestock production and 

ranching.
The Texas Brigades’ mission is to educate and empower youths with the leader-

ship skills and knowledge in wildlife, fisheries, and land stewardship to become 
conservation ambassadors for a sustained natural resource legacy.

This will be the 21st year of the Brigades.
According to the camp coordinator, Chris Farley, Ranch Brigade will focus on 

the need for ranchers and agriculturalists to tell their story about land stewardship 
and livestock production.

“The camp will be about agriculture, food production, and feeding the world,” 
Farley said. “I want the take-home message for the cadets to be ‘ranchers have 
their consumer’s best interest at heart’.”

The founder of the Texas Brigades, Dr. Dale Rollins, says he is excited about 
the new camp because “It’s a nice complement to our existing camps subject 
wise.  Any program that promotes conservation and sharpens critical thinking skills 
is a winner.” 

He adds that ”wildlife and livestock can coexist if managed correctly—the 
more we can advance that synergy, the better off Texas rural lands will be.”
For more information, contact Helen Holdsworth, Executive Director, at 800-TEX-
WILD or 210-826-2904, ext. 120, or via email at hholdsworth@texas-wildlife.org. 
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QUESTION: I am the original owner 
of a 1991 Ford Ranger Super Cab 4x4 
pickup truck. The truck has 220,000 
miles on it, and it’s still going strong. 
It has 4-wheel drive and the 4.0-liter 
V-6 engine. My question is: Should 
I replace the shocks? The current 
shocks are from the factory. —Dick 
Orear

ANSWER: It’s time to change 
these. Shock absorbers are probably 
the most neglected component on an 
automobile or light truck, as their func-
tion isn’t obvious under many driving 
situations. Shock absorbers, also 
called shocks or struts, are typically a 
tube-shaped component containing a 
piston, orifice, control valves, hydraulic 
fluid and compressed nitrogen gas. 
Shocks absorb and dissipate suspen-
sion energy to provide improved ride 
comfort, increased vehicle stability, 
consistent tire-road surface contact, 
and reduced wear on tires and the 
suspension system.

Every road-going vehicle contains 
components that are considered un-
spring weight. These include the wheel, 
tire, brakes, hub/knuckle, axle or differ-
ential, and suspension components. 
When a wheel hits a bump, these parts 
move with the wheel, compressing the 
spring, which may be a coil, leaf or tor-
sion bar.

After the bump, these collectively 
heavy parts are pushed downward by 
the spring, overshooting their original 
position, which sets up additional 
unwanted oscillations. Without the 
shock absorber’s damping action, 
these parts would continue to cycle 
many times, upsetting tire traction, ride 
comfort and vehicle control.

A shock’s internal components wear 
out over time, lessening efficiency. 
External leakage of fluid may also 
occur, which is the most noticeable fail-
ure symptom. The folks manufacturing 
shocks and struts recommend renew-
ing them every 50,000 miles, although 
road conditions, vehicle type and driv-
ing habits should also be factored.

Testing shocks by pushing up and 
down on the bumper is the traditional 
test, but only a terrible shock on a 
soft-sprung car seems to show up 
noticeably.

By Brad Bergholdt
McClatchy-Tribune News Service (MCT)

Shocks too 
often neglected

Under the Hood Son’s illness inspired Alvin college student to study nursing
By ACC staff

When Allen Hill was diagnosed with 
Leukemia, his mother Heather Hill

“My heart just dropped out of my 
chest,” said Hill, of League City. “I was 
horrified.”

But out of that 
diagnosis, Hill 
said taking care 
of her son has 
inspired her to 
work in the medi-
cal field. 

“I discovered 
my clear path 
after that hap-

pened,” she said.
Hill is currently taking courses at Alvin 

Community College to pursue an Associ-
ate Degree in Nursing. She hopes to be 
finished by 2013.

Before her son’s diagnosis, Hill was 
a stay-at-home mom who was involved 
with her son’s school organizations. 
When he started receiving treatment for 
Leukemia, Hill said she had to learn a lot 
about taking care of him.

“That has been an education in and of 
itself,” Hill said.

Because of his therapy, Allen had a lot 

of side effects that required attention.
“I had to learn how to administer che-

motherapy at home,” she said.
While caring for her son and talking 

with his doctors on a regular basis, Hill 
discovered she wanted to be a nurse. 
The job allows her to work with people 
and provides flexibility, which is impor-
tant so she can work with her son.

Since she started taking classes, Hill 
has become an excellent student. In 
November she was one of more than 40 
students to be inducted into ACC’s Mu 
Epsilon chapter for Phi Theta Kappa.

Phi Theta Kappa is an honors society 
for two-year colleges.

“It’s an honor to be inducted,” she 
said. “It’s been a lot of hard work.”

Phi Theta Kappa lead advisor D’wana 
Henderson said becoming a member 
of the honor society was a tremendous 
achievement for Hill.

“She’s very dedicated to be able to 
care for her son and take classes,” she 
said.

Every year the Phi Theta Kappa 
students participate in the Alvin-Manvel 
Relay For Life event, which raises fund-
ing and awareness for cancer research.

Henderson said there is a lap made 

during every Relay to recognize those 
who are caregivers for cancer patients.

The combination of Hill’s classes 
at ACC and working with her son has 
helped her become a better student and 
a better caregiver, she said.

“I know which questions to ask now,” 
she said. “It helps me make more 
informed decisions.”

Allen is now in remission, and he has 
a good chance of remaining cancer-free. 
As her son’s health improves, Hill said 
she too will continue to grow both as a 
student and a mother.

“I have learned to look at life from 
different perspectives,” she said. “Happi-
ness is truly a choice. I’ve learned to be 
grateful for the little things.”

Heather Hill

Weather Whys
Q: What exactly is a hard freeze?

A:  There are several types of freezes, explains Brent McRoberts of Texas A&M 
University, and they are classified according to their severity. “In general terms, a 
hard freeze occurs when the air temperature is 26 degrees or lower for at least 
four hours. Because of the cold temperatures, it usually means that many types of 
plants and most seasonal vegetation will be destroyed.”
Q: What are the other types of freezes?

A:  A light freeze occurs when the temperature gets between 29 to 32 degrees, 
and this kind of freeze can kill tender plants but not harm others, McRoberts adds. 
“A moderate freeze occurs at 25 to 28 degrees and this can destroy most types of 
vegetation, especially fruit plants. All freezes are tough on plants, but a hard freeze 
is the worst. It is often called a ‘killing freeze’ because it kills most of the plants 
affected. Hard freezes are common in northern states and higher altitudes, but 
usually only several will occur each winter in most parts of Texas.”

Weather Whys is a service of the Department of Atmospheric Sciences at Texas 
A&M University.
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Angleton, Alvin host father/daughter dance
Angleton and Alvin will host Father - Daughter dances, giving Dads a chance to 

celebrate Valentine’s Day a little early with their favorite girl(s).
Angleton’s event will be Saturday, Feb. 2, at the Angleton Recreation Center, 1601 

N. Valderas, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
There are a couple of options available.
Both include the dance and a dessert bar, a chocolate rose and two pictures. For 

this alone, it is $30 per couple. If dinner is included, it is $50 per couple. Additional 
persons/daughters are $15 each.

To make reservations, call (979) 549-0410 and push option 5 for the Parks & 
Recreation Department.

Alvin’s dance will be at the Alvin High School cafeteria on Saturday, Feb. 2, from 
6-9 p.m. Tickets are $25 per person and must be purchased in advance. For more 
information, call (281) 388-4299.  
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like Stand-
Up Defensive Driving at Brazos Mall 
in Lake Jackson, or at TGI Friday’s 
in Sugarland, makes you a better, 
more careful and considerate driver. 
By keeping your attention through 
comedy and integrating entertain-
ment into the curriculum, you are 
subjected to a continuing education 
driving course that refreshes the rules 
of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward for 
choosing defensive driving rather than 
paying the ticket. Once you complete 
the course and receive your certifi- 
cate, the ticket does not count. You 
also will not be allotted 2 points on 
your license for a moving violation or 
3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive driv-
ing once every 12 months to dismiss 
a ticket. However, once you complete 
a Stand-Up Defensive driving course, 
we hope that we won’t see you for 
another three years, when renewing 
your insurance discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school or (281) 261-2665 for 
the Sugarland school. Lake Jackson: 
Wed/Thurs 6-9 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-3 
p.m.
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Singer Katy Perry performs during the Kids Inaugural Concert at the 
Convention Center in Washington, D.C., Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013. (Olivier 
Douliery/Abaca Press/MCT)

Katy Perry at presidential inaugural show The selling of an inauguration: Prices run from $5 to $1 million
McClatchy Newspapers (MCT)

WASHINGTON — For $100,000, 
donors received a package of tickets 
that included a candlelight reception at 
the posh National Building Museum.

For $250,000, there was a star-stud-
ded children’s concert.

And for $1 million, there were 
reserved seats for a parade.

The gift list at Neiman Marcus? 
Hardly. It’s the price list for some of 
the star-studded events of the 57th 

inauguration celebration, five days 
of brunches and balls, concerts and 
receptions.

It was all built around the inaugura-
tion of President Barack Obama for a 
second term.

The taxpayers picked up the tab 
— as they do every four years — for 
the official swearing-in ceremony on 
the steps of the Capitol, a luncheon 
with Congress and extra security.

The rest comes from contributions. 

Obama supporters — individuals and 
corporations — are helping to raise 
the millions of dollars, sometimes in 
ways that alarm government-watchdog 
groups.

It’s not all for and by the wealthy. 
Donations are being supplemented by 
sales of souvenirs: $5 buttons, $150 
cufflinks. But they also include $7,500 
medallion sets featuring the likenesses 
of Obama and Vice President Joe 
Biden.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Media Services

 (mlandrews@embarqmail.com.)

Jan. 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1986, the space shuttle Challenger 
exploded 73 seconds after liftoff from 
Cape Canaveral, killing all seven of 
its crewmembers, including school-
teacher Christa McAuliffe.

Jan. 29: ON THIS DATE in 1845, 
Edgar Allan Poe’s poem “The Raven” 
was first published in the New York 
Evening Mirror. In 1936, the first 
members of the Baseball Hall of 
Fame - Ty Cobb, Walter Johnson, 
Christy Mathewson, 

Jan. 30: ON THIS DATE in 1933, 
Adolf Hitler was named chancellor of 
Germany by President Paul von Hin-
denburg even though the Nazis held 
a minority of seats in the Reichstag. 
In 1948, Indian political and spiritual 
leader Mohandas Gandhi was mur-
dered by a Hindu extremist.

Jan. 31: ON THIS DATE in 1606, 
Guy Fawkes was executed for his 
part in the “Gunpowder Plot” against 
the English Parliament and King 
James I. In 1949, the first daytime 
television soap opera, “These Are My 
Children,” was broadcast by the NBC 
station in Chicago.

Feb. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1893, 
Thomas A. Edison completed work 
on the world’s first motion-picture 
studio in West Orange, N.J. In 2003, 
space shuttle Columbia broke apart 
over Texas during its approach for 
landing in Florida, killing all seven 
astronauts aboard.

Feb. 2: ON THIS DATE in 1653, 
New Amsterdam - now New York 
City - was incorporated. In 1876, the 
National League of Professional Base 
Ball Clubs was formed in New York.

Feb. 3: ON THIS DATE in 1690, 
the first paper money in America 
was issued by the colony of Mas-
sachusetts. The currency was used 
to pay soldiers fighting Quebec. In 
1865, President Lincoln and Con-
federate Vice President Alexander 
H. Stephens held a shipboard peace 
conference off the Virginia coast.

Answer to last week’s question: 
This week in 1976, former congress-
man and ambassador to China 
George H.W. Bush became director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency..

This week’s question: In 1997, 
what Fox Network cartoon became 
the longest-running animated series 
in TV history?

Court keeps pot as ‘highly dangerous drug’
Tribune Washington Bureau (MCT)

WASHINGTON — Marijuana will continue to be considered a highly dangerous 
drug under federal law with no accepted medical uses, after a U.S. appeals court  
refused to order a change in the government’s 40-year-old drug classification sched-
ule.

The decision keeps in place an odd legal split over marijuana, a drug deemed to be 
as dangerous as heroin and worse than methamphetamine by federal authorities, but 
one that has been legalized for medical use by voters or legislators in 21 states.

A marijuana advocacy group went to court, arguing that federal officials had a duty 
to re-examine the medical evidence and to reclassify marijuana as a drug that has 
clear benefits for those who are suffering and in pain. Joe Elford, counsel for Ameri-
cans for Safe Access, said federal drug officials had a “bias” against marijuana that 
caused them to ignore its benefits and to exaggerate its dangers.

But three judges said they had a duty to defer to the judgment of federal health 
experts, who had concluded they needed more evidence before reclassifying mari-
juana.
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Seek Christ’s peace to overcome angry outbursts

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy 
Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

 Q: Usually I’m fairly even-tempered, but sometimes I get upset and before I 
know it I’ve let my anger get the best of me. Afterward, I get very upset at myself, 
but by then it’s too late. How can I get this under control? - L.N.

  A: You’ve already taken the first step by realizing that your outbursts of anger 
are wrong and do great harm, and that you need to do something about them. The 
Bible’s judgment is true: “An angry man stirs up dissension, and a hot-tempered 
one commits many sins” (Proverbs 29:22).

  What can you do? First, admit that you can’t conquer this problem on your 
own. You need God’s help - and He is willing to give it to you. If you’ve never done 
so, turn to Him and admit you need Him, and then ask Jesus Christ to come into 
your life to forgive you and change you. God wants to help us - but He won’t if we 
think we can shut Him out of our lives. Open your heart and life to Christ today.

  Then ask Him to help deal with your anger in practical ways. Do certain situ-
ations make you angry? If so, learn to avoid them - and when you can’t, commit 
them in advance to God and seek His help. And when you feel anger welling up 
within you, turn instantly to God and ask for His peace.

  Most of all, ask God to transform you from within, making you more and more 
like Jesus Christ every day. Make His Word, the Bible, your daily companion, and 
let its truth reshape your life. The Bible says, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since... you were called to peace” (Colossians 3:15).

“I’m glad to see the unemployment rate 
has dropped by more than a full point 
over the course of the year,” said TWC 
Commissioner Representing Labor 
Ronny Congleton. “Positive economic 
growth is good news for the workers of 
Texas, and TWC is committed to helping 
those still looking to get back to work.”

Manufacturing added 3,000 jobs 
between November and December, 
while another goods-producing indus-
try, Mining and Logging, expanded by 
1,600 jobs during this time. Service-
providing industries that also showed 
positive growth over the month included 
Education and Health Services, Other 
Services, and Trade, Transportation, 
and Utilities. 

“Private sector employers in Texas 
added 257,400 jobs since December 
2011 for an annual growth rate of 2.9 
percent,” said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Employers Tom Pauken. 
“Texas is leading the way in helping to 
make the United States energy inde-
pendent. Our robust energy sector not 
only is creating good paying jobs for 
many Texans in that industry but also 
is spurring job growth in many other 
industries.”

The Midland Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (MSA) had the lowest December 
unemployment rate in the state at 3.1 
percent. The Odessa MSA came in 
second at 3.7 percent, and the Amarillo 
MSA third at 4.1 percent (not seasonally 
adjusted).

Audio downloads from TWC Chair-
man Andres Alcantar on the latest 
labor market data are available at: ww
w.texasworkforce.org/news/press/2012/
praudio12.html. 

(Continued from Page 1)
Unemployment

drinking problem. No more pain as the drill took out the old silver.
“That tooth is done. I almost forgot about the other two,” says the kind dentist with 

great bedside manners.  I smile with the right side of my face.
A long time ago, I had my wisdom teeth removed on Halloween. The appointment 

just worked out that way.
When I walked in, a fairy greeted me. Then I walked into the dentist’s office, and a 

clown showed up. Nice clown makeup, too.
The dentist dressed up as a clown for Halloween.
Good thing I had nerves of steel, otherwise I would not have allowed a clown to 

pull my wisdom teeth.
I didn’t feel a thing, but I don’t know which was worse: Witnessing my own oral 

surgery, or seeing a clown approaching me with a dental drill?

(Continued from Page 1)
Drinking problem and dentistry
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Students learn about San Bernard River
Friends of the River San Bernard presented a River Ranger program about the 

San Bernard watershed to two fifth-grade science classes at Wild Peach Elemen-
tary School on Dec. 14.

FOR Rangers is an educational program for fifth-grade students that explores 
the San Bernard from its head water to its mouth. Classroom materials, includ-
ing booklets about the watershed, fish identification and nautical knot tying, are 
distributed to the students. The goal of the program is to help students gain a 
better understanding of the San Bernard and to inspire them toward environmental 
stewardship of the river.

Each student also received a Ranger T-shirt, and two lucky students each 
received a new rod and reel. Additional FOR Ranger information can be found at 
the FOR website www.sanbernardriver.com on the Youth Program page.

Wild Peach Elementary School teacher, Mrs. Kim White, stands behind her 
fifth-grade science class wearing FOR Ranger T-shirts.

Long Island, N.Y., dentist accused of practicing while drunk
Newsday (MCT)

MELVILLE, N.Y. — A Lindenhurst, 
N.Y., dentist who allegedly drilled a 
patient’s chipped tooth while intoxi-
cated, was caught minutes before sip-
ping vodka from a squeeze bottle in his 
office, according to court papers.

Robert B. Garelick, 57, was arrested 
in his office  after his staff called police. 
Responding officers determined he 

was drunk, authorities said.
His assistant of 11 years, Kimberly 

Curtis, told police she sent a hygienist 
in the office a text, warning that she 
had seen Garelick drinking from the 
bottle and “we needed to do some-
thing.”

Garelick told Suffolk police after his 
arrest: “I went out for lunch between 
3 and 4 for pizza, and I had a couple 

of beers with my pizza,” according to 
court documents.

He later corrected himself. “I never 
had any beers with my pizza; I’ve been 
sipping at that bottle all along today,” 
he told police.

Garelick pleaded not guilty to a mis-
demeanor charge of second-degree 
reckless endangerment and was 
released on his own recognizance.
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Send e-mail to PETWORLD@STEVE 
DALE.TV. Include your name, city and state.)

PET WORLD

Battling disease

Dani is a black and white adult female DSH mix. Kia is a brown brindle adult 
spayed female Pit Bull Terrier mix who is intelligent, independent, confident and 
clever. Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we are 
at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday,  to  visit with Dani, Kia and their 
many friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available for large or small kennels. Why 
not have your company or family recognized with a plaque to show you care. Call 
(979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet 
population. Have your pet spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC and fill out 
an application today.

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Look for us on 
Facebook

By Steve Dale
Tribune Media Services

Q: Avi, our 7-month-old kitten, has 
battled disease his entire life. We 
adopted him from an overcrowded 
shelter when he was 2 months old, 
and at that time we treated a urinary 
tract infection. For an entire month 
(in August), he had a fever, and his 
temperature often hit 104.9. I thought 
he might die.

We offered an experimental diet 
with seaweed, kiwi, liver, beef, turkey, 
milk, vitamins and dry cat food, and 
he improved. Now, he has uveitis 
(inflammation of the middle layer of 
the eye) and he’s tested positive for 
the Corona virus. Can you tell me 
where to order Polyprenyl Immuno-
stimulant? Do you believe our cat 
has FIP (feline infectious peritonitis)? 
His appetite remains good. - L.B., 
Cyberspace

A: FIP is caused by a mutation 
of the corona virus, which occurs in 
some cats, but decidedly not all cats 
with the corona virus. Actually, the 
corona virus is benign in most cats.

Dr. Saundra Wright, a veterinary 
internal medicine specialist in 
Seattle, WA, notes that dry FIP is 
especially challenging to diagnose. 
While there’s no blood test avail-
able to determine if a cat has FIP, a 
complete blood panel may indicate 
another explanation for what’s going 
on. Possible symptoms of dry FIP 
include uveitis and a persistent fever. 
However, fevers caused by FIP don’t 
typically respond to antibiotics unless 
there’s a secondary infection, which 
makes this all the more complex. FIP 
also doesn’t respond to any known 
“experimental diets.” 

Wright notes that while toxoplas-
mosis is rare in cats, this possibility 
should be ruled out, as should a pos-
sible upper respiratory viral infection. 

Sadly, FIP has always been 
considered fatal. However, Dr. Al 
Legendre has seen limited success 
at treating cats with dry FIP with a 
drug called Polyprenyl Immunos-
timulant (PI). The drug was recently 
approved for cats with rhinotracheitis 
(a common respiratory or pulmonary 
infection caused by the herpes virus), 
but PI may be used alternatively to 
treat dry FIP.

energy. It’s like a firecracker instead of 
a stick of dynamite.”

The casualty list is long. In recent 
years, tens of thousands of laptop 
batteries have been recalled due to the 
risk of fire or explosion. The 400-pound 
lithium ion battery on a Chevrolet Volt, 
General Motors’ cutting-edge electric 
car, burst into flames seemingly spon-
taneously while parked in 2011. And 
investigators blamed a cargo hold full 
of lithium ion batteries for a fire that 
caused a UPS-operated Boeing 747 to 
crash shortly after takeoff from Dubai 
in late 2010.

That crash, which killed both pilots, 
is one of more than 100 incidents 
recorded by the Federal Aviation 
Administration linking lithium ion bat-
teries to onboard fires in the past two 
decades. This month, new rules took 
effect limiting the transport of lithium 
ion batteries in aircraft. And the FAA 
had long prohibited use of the technol-
ogy in commercial airplanes.

That changed in 2007, when it 
granted Boeing permission to use the 
batteries in the 787 under a number 
of conditions to ensure safety. For 
Boeing, the lithium ion advantage was 
clear.

Thanks to their chemistry, the 
rechargeable batteries can store as 
much energy as a nickel metal hydride 
pack that’s 50 percent heavier, while 
charging and discharging faster than 

other battery types. That has made 
them attractive for military applica-
tions, such as the B-2 bomber and 
also for use on the International Space 
Station and the Mars Rover.

Lithium ion batteries enabled Boeing 
to swap out heavy hydraulic systems in 
the airframe for lightweight electronics 
and electric motors to operate systems 
like wing de-icers. That’s a key reason 
the Dreamliner burns 20 percent less 
fuel than other wide-body aircraft.

The weight and power savings are 
exactly what made lithium ion batteries 
popular in other applications. In excess 
of 95 percent of mobile phone batteries 
worldwide are lithium ion, and without 
lithium ion, laptops couldn’t run any-
where near as long as they do without 
a recharge.

“They completely dominate the 
consumer market,” said Vishal Sapru, 
energy and power systems research 
manager at consulting firm Frost & 
Sullivan in Mountain View, Calif. He 
estimates that global sales of lithium 
ion batteries reached $14.7 billion last 
year, up from $9.6 billion in 2009, a 
53 percent increase. Sapru expects 
the market to soar to $50.7 billion by 
2018. “No other battery chemistries 
are growing at that rate.”

But lithium ion also has downsides. 
The batteries tend to have shorter life 
spans than older, more proven battery 
technologies. And although the price 
is falling, lithium ion technology is still 

more expensive than other batter-
ies. Although some carmakers have 
embraced the technology, others, such 
as Toyota, have decided against it. 
Several makers of lithium ion auto bat-
teries for electric vehicles have filed for 
bankruptcy last year because of weak 
demand.

Safety experts also have concerns. 
Because lithium ion batteries can store 
more energy, and discharge it more 
quickly, than other batteries, lithium 
ion cells can get much hotter than 
other technologies in the event of an 
overcharge or the external application 

of a heat source. Larger applications, 
such as the 63-pound batteries on the 
787, incorporate multiple cells and the 
heat can spread rapidly from cell to 
cell, a chain reaction called “thermal 
runaway.”

And while other types of batteries 
use a water-based electrolyte in each 
cell, lithium ion relies on a highly flam-
mable solvent. When heated up, that 
solvent tends to vaporize, spraying 
the burnable gas into the surrounding 
air. As a result, lithium ion battery fires 
burn extremely hot, as high as 2,000 
degrees Fahrenheit.

(Continued on Page 1)
Boeing Dreamliner woes put spotlight on lithium ion battery risks
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 Yawn-inspiring
6 “Arabian Nights” birds
10 Big name in razors
14 Alpaca kin
15 Pop singer Brickell
16 Washerful
17 Word on a French postcard
18 Laura of “Jurassic Park”
19 Forever, so to speak
20 Shareholder’s bonus

23 Dir. from Memphis to Nashville
24 Something to grind
25 Throw easily
26 Phone bk. info
29 Kitchen island material
32 Spinning sound
35 “It’s a Wonderful Life” studio
36 Brief fisticuffs
37 It has lots of slots
38 Invite to one’s penthouse
41 Some necklines

42 Macaroni shape
44 “I could win on my next turn!”
45 Bk. before Job
46 Wrap for leftovers
50 __-Tiki
51 Wimple wearer
52 Window units, briefly
53 Mud bath venue
56 Laundry convenience
60 Empty room sound
62 Roll of fabric
63 Garlicky sauce
64 In __ of: replacing
65 Everyone, to Ernst
66 Stops bleeding
67 Sail support
68 Meg of “Courage Under Fire”
69 Have an inkling

Down
1 Little shaver
2 Troublemaking chipmunk
3 Too trusting
4 Madame’s “mine”
5 Two-seated carriage
6 Jeff Foxworthy jokes about them
7 Pigged out (on)
8 Word with sewing or traffic
9 Lisbon mister
10 Actor Baldwin
11 Created a study aid in class
12 Was on the ballot
13 Program breaks
21 One in a crowd scene
22 Goes back to sea?
27 Large wedding band
28 Smidge
29 Witch craft?
30 Balderdash
31 Flat
32 Inflict, as havoc
33 Nametag greeting
34 How grapes grow
39 Remove the chain from, say
40 Doggie
43 Skid row regular
47 Crunchy snack
48 Not at all sacred
49 “Compromising Positions” author 
Susan
53 Gazpacho eater’s need
54 Furrier’s stock
55 Hop out of bed
57 Boorish sort
58 Jazzy Fitzgerald
59 __ High City: Denver
60 Shade source
61 “The Bourne Identity” org.
 (c)2013 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC.

Boggle Answers
LONDON  DUBLIN  BERLIN  ATHENS  PRAGUE  VIENNA

In memory of Greg Wilkinson
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THE MIDDLETONS                                                                             By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                               By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                       By Russel Myers

Jumble Answers
Jumbles: JERKY  BLIMP  SOCKET  BALSAM
Answer: The candidate’s dogged response in the debate was described 
as -- MOSTLY “BARK”

Tribune Media Services
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Couch 

potatoes need to be buttered up. Accept 
an invitation or get out with the crowd. 
Physical exercise, whether for work or for 
pleasure, will make your life a bit brighter 
this week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Conquer 
envy by concentrating on contentment. 
The happiest people in the world don’t 
necessarily have it all; they just make the 
best of what they have. Count your bless-
ings in the upcoming week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Make team 
work a priority. Soothe ruffled feathers 
and persuade others to cooperate in 
work-intensive enterprises. Emphasis is 
on friendly flirtation and smooth talking 
salesmanship in the week to come.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t 
get discouraged in the week ahead if 
you have not reached your goals. If, for 

instance, you’ve gained weight, remem-
ber it took more than one day to gain it 
- and you’ll need more than one day to 
lose it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Life doesn’t 
come with a remote control. You have to 
get up and change it yourself. It is tempt-
ing to rest on your laurels in the week 
ahead, but you will accomplish much 
more if you get up and get at it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Call the 
shots. You can only build muscles by 
using them, so build up a business, career 
or store of knowledge in the week ahead. 
By using self-discipline and organizational 
skills, you can reach your goals.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Getting 
ahead in life is like riding a bicycle. To 
remain balanced, you have to keep 
moving. In the week to come, you might 
find that a mate or partner offers a sterling 
example of focused ambition.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You 
possess the leadership abilities to make 
a positive difference this week. Inspiring 
orator Winston Churchill said, “Success is 

not final, failure is not fatal: It is the cour-
age to continue that counts.”

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): It is 
not enough to forgive others. You must 
learn to forgive yourself first. It is quite 
possible that you will be able to find per-
manent relief from at least one old trouble 
in the coming week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Supercharge your organizational abilities. 
In the week ahead, your street smarts get 
a boost and you will have ample opportu-
nities to show them off. Be sure to set up 
a tight schedule and prioritize.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): If you 
search, the answers will be found. Get 
advice or information from an expert in 
the field for best results. Repetitive tasks 
may add up to large achievements in the 
week ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You can 
use a yardstick to measure ambitions and 
success, but you can’t measure generos-
ity or sincerity. In the week ahead, you can 
power up your creativity without losing 
sight of compassion and sympathy.
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