
© 2015   

January 27, 2015
Our 21st Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407 
mybulletinnewspaper.com

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

The
Weekly

When 
cars drive 

themselves

BULLETIN FREE
PLEASE TAKE ONE

(Continued on Page 7)

facebook.com/
brazoriacountybulletin

Like us on Facebook

By John Toth
Editor and Publisher

The Youtube video showed 
the truck driver reading a book, 
working on his laptop and taking 
a nap, while the truck was barrel-
ing down the highway.

The driver wasn’t concerned. 
Actually, he wasn’t really the 

driver. The 
truck was 
driving itself. 
Why was the 
driver even 
there? For 
illustration 
purposes 
only. The 
truck’s com-

puter was doing all the work.
I’ve written before about 

self-driving cars in the making, 
but this is the first time I saw the 
feature being demonstrated in a 
truck.

That makes sense, though. 
For years Google has been test-
ing a self-driven car. A truck is 
no different. Now, the major car 
manufacturers also are jumping 
on the bandwagon, planning self-
driving features in their future 
models.

The technology is there, but 
there will be some unintended 
pitfalls.

• New York City Cab drivers 
will be out of jobs, and will have 
to learn to speak English. Plus, 
you can’t tell the computer that 
you’re trying to catch a plane and 
will double the tip if it gets you to 
the airport on time.

• Truck drivers will be out of 
work also. You’ll just need people 

RAMBLINGS

After a month of rehabilitation from injuries sustained 
by fishing line entanglement, 22 wild brown pelicans 

were released back into the Gulf of Mexico recently at 
the Quintana Beach County Park, part of the Brazoria 
County Parks system in Southeast Texas. 

Sheryl Rogers of Wildlife Center of Texas cared for the 
birds, which were given a clean bill of health from a 

veterinary team from Texas A&M University. Each year, 
untold numbers of birds, turtles and other marine life 
are injured or die from stray monofilament fishing line, 
which despite education campaigns, continues to be a 
serious hazard for wildlife in both fresh and saltwater 
environments.

(Photos by Patty Brinkmeyer, Supervisor of Brazoria’s Quintana 
Beach County Park)

Free as a bird

See Brazoria County Parks Department 
news pages inside this issue
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COME ON! START ‘ER UP! WE GOTTA GET OUTTA HERE! Two 
men were burglarizing a warehouse in Mulga, Ala., when an employee 
came in, prompting them to flee. The two men ran to their getaway 
vehicle, a pickup truck with a trailer carrying a pontoon boat. But, for 
some reason, the men, who were intoxicated, got into the boat – not the 
truck – and just yelled obscenities at the deputies who came to arrest 
them.

WE HAVE SOME WONDERFUL NEWS FOR YOU: A bus driver in 
Egypt, afraid he would fail a mandatory drug test, submitted his wife’s 
urine instead of his own to authorities. Examiners became suspicious 
when the results showed that he was two months pregnant.

OTHER THAN THAT, A HAPPY OCCASION: Police were called to 
break up a major brawl at a baby shower in Wescosville, Pa.

OH, COME ON! DON’T PLAY HARD TO GET: An intoxicated man 
called the 911 police emergency number in Naples, Fla., and asked the 
dispatcher if she wanted to go out on a date with him. He also asked her 
if she was “into handcuffs.” She declined his offer, and sent officers to his 
home to arrest him.

NOT THE LIFE SHE SIGNED UP FOR: After his wife of 30 years 
recovered from breast cancer, a British multi-millionaire was so thank-
ful that he embarked on a life of philanthropy, selling their belongings 
– including their 10-acre, $20-million luxury estate, Doxford Hall – and 
giving the money to charity. His wife, who was not at all pleased about 
this, divorced him

THIS WON’T HELP YOUR CASE, MA’AM: A woman, who was 
arrested for possession of methamphetamine in Laurel County, Ky., was 
wearing a T-shirt that said, “I love crystal meth.”

HERE HE COMES! PUT ON YOUR MASK! Two men put bandanas 
on their faces before robbing a man as he pulled into a car park in the 
Mayfair section of London. But they hadn’t covered their faces before the 
victim arrived, so they were photographed as they waited in an adjacent 
alley for a long time by surveillance cameras set up to monitor the area.

SOMEONE’S BEEN SLEEPING IN MY BED, AND HERE HE IS: An 
elderly couple went on a sightseeing tour in Hereford, England, and, 
while they were gone, a burglar moved into their home in Lancashire and 
set up housekeeping. The pair returned at midnight to find the intruder’s 
socks and underwear hanging out to dry, and the man asleep upstairs.

I WILL NOT BE IGNORED! A drunk woman, in the buff, locked herself 
out of her apartment, and spent the next hour yelling and screaming and 
running around the area of her building until police arrived.

I THINK I’LL TAKE THIS ONE … OH, I CAN’T? A bold thief walked 
into an art gallery in Birmingham, England, and, in full view of surveil-
lance cameras, put a painting under his arm and attempted to walk 
out of the building with it. Not surprisingly, he was stopped by security 
guards, so he gave back the painting and ran away.

Applications are now being 
accepted for the 2015 TDECU 
Scholarship program.

Each year, TDECU selects 25 
students and awards a $1,500 
scholarship to each to be applied 
toward fees associated with attend-
ing an accredited college, univer-
sity or trade school. 

To be eligible for a scholarship, 
applicants must be a TDECU 
member in good standing and have 
their own personal account.

The deadline to apply is 
Wednesday, March 11.

Based on academic perfor-

mance and leadership skills, the 
$1,500 scholarships are paid in 
two increments:

$750 for the Fall Semester; 
$750 for the Spring Semester (if 
the student has the required fall 
semester grades).

To download the 2015 TDECU 
Scholarship application, visit 
TDECU.org.

The TDECU Scholarship pro-
gram was created in 2000 by the 
TDECU Board of Directors to help 
deserving high school seniors and 
persons entering college for the 
first time. 

Apply for a TDECU scholarshipU.S. TV shows pulled from Chinese market video portals
By Julie Makinen
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

BEIJING — U.S. TV shows, 
including “Agent Carter,” “Empire” 
and “Shameless” have suddenly 
been removed from Chinese video 
streaming sites this week, a sign 
that government regulators are 
pressing ahead with vows to exer-

cise greater censorship of online 
video content.

Until now, popular U.S. TV 
shows — everything from “Two 
Broke Girls” to “Mad Men” — have 
been available online with Chinese 
subtitles within hours of their state-
side broadcast. Portals including 
Sohu, Youku and iQiYi have been 

snapping up the rights to American 
series, as well as South Korean 
and other foreign programming.

The exploding popularity of 
online video sites in China, with 
paid rights, has been a boon for 
foreign producers, who for years 
struggled to combat piracy activi-
ties.

But China’s State Administration 
of Press, Publication, Radio, Film 
and Television said last year that 
instead of portals being allowed to 
post foreign shows episode-by-epi-
sode as they are made and broad-
cast overseas, they would have to 
clear an entire season of shows 
with censors before the programs 
could be put online. 

(TV programs made in China 
are typically broadcast only after 
the entire series is recorded and 
reviewed by censors.)

The regulator also said that 
foreign shows could only account 
for a third of all programming on 
online portals.
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Deadly female storms
Q. What does the University of 

California, Berkeley, “Wellness 
Letter” mean when it cautions, 
“Stay well!  Better respect a ‘heri-
cane’ as much as a ‘himicane’?”  
Don’t let such stormy, if nominal, 
sexism blow you away.

A.  According to the “Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of 
Sciences,” people tend to perceive 
female-named storms as less of 
a threat and thus become more 
susceptible to their deadly conse-
quences, the newsletter reports.  
When researchers looked at 92 
strong hurricanes that hit the U.S. 
between 1950-2012, they found 
that those with more feminine 
names were deadlier, and further 
calculated that “changing the more 
masculine name of a severe hurri-
cane to a more feminine one could 
almost triple the death toll”--”a 
hazardous form of implicit sexism.”  

It appears that female storms 
-- stereotyped as “weak and pas-
sive” -- are not taken as seriously 
as their “strong and aggressive” 
male counterparts, resulting in 
less preparedness.  “Perhaps it’s 
time to switch to unisex names for 
hurricanes -- like Ariel, Brett, Cas-
sidy, Dylan, Randy and Terry,” the 
newsletter suggests.  “Or as one 

radio show host quipped, at least 
give female hurricanes forebod-
ing nicknames, like ‘Tiffany -- the 
Devourer of Worlds.’”  

Above average
Q.  In Garrison Keillor’s fictional 

town of Lake Wobegon, “all the 
children are above average.”  Such 
a claim is a mathematical absurdity, 
of course. Now suppose 90% of 
drivers claim to be above average. 
That’s equally absurd, isn’t it?

A.  Actually, no.  Consider a 
population of 100 drivers whose 
driving skill is measured by the 
number of accidents they’ve had.  
If 90 of the drivers are excellent, 
with no accidents, while 10 are 
poor, each with 10 accidents, then 
the average number of accidents 
per driver is one, since (90 x 0) 
+ (10 x 10) divided by 100 = (0 + 
100)/100 = 1.  In this case, 90% of 
the drivers are, indeed, better than 
average!  The key to getting such 
counterintuitive results is having a 
strongly skewed distribution, with 
only a few really bad drivers drag-
ging down the average.

Though this example is merely 
illustrative, considering that certain 
relatively small groups (such as 
young males) have a dispropor-
tionately high accident rate, it is 

entirely plausible that well over 
50% of drivers are above average.

Dolphin logging
Q.  What’s up when an oceanic 

dolphin engages in the  activity of 
“logging”?

A.  Inactivity is a better word 
for it.  Here a dolphin rests on the 
surface of the water, looking a lot 
like a floating log, as reported in 
National Geographic’s “Ultimate 
Bodypedia,” by Christina Wilsdon, 
et al.  Dolphins are air-breath-
ing mammals that need to keep 
drawing in air as they sleep, so 
every few minutes, they need to re-
awaken and return to the surface.  
Their way of doing this is to sleep 
only one side of their brain at a 
time; the other side is just awake 
enough to remember to come up 
for air very regularly and to keep 
an eye out for danger.  “Most other 
ocean mammals also engage in 
this half-brain sleeping.”

But do we really 
understand?

Q.  There are only 10 types of 
people in the world:  those who 
understand binary math and those 
who don’t.  True enough.  So what 
happened to the other eight types?

A.  Did you get the joke?  There 
never were eight other types 
because “10” here is in binary nota-
tion, based not on “digital” 1s, 10s, 
100s, 1000s... but on 1s, 2s, 4s, 8s, 
16s....  So the “10 types” represent 
two types of people.  Binary is the 
language of the modern computer-
ized world, used in your laptop, 
cell phone, car, even your toaster, 
says John Henshaw in his book “an 
(equation) for every occasion = 52 
formulas + (why) they matter.”  

The rightmost digit in a binary 
number indicates how many ones 
there are in the number -- either 0 
or 1.  The next digit to the left says 
how many twos there are (0 or 1), 
the next after that how many fours 
(0 or 1), then how many eights 
(0 or 1), and so on.  Any decimal 
whole number can be expressed 
as a unique binary number.

So count yourself among the 
type that understands basic binary 
math.  Congratulations! 
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers Bill 
and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)

Those wishing they knew more than the do-si-do are invited to free 
square dance lessons at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 10 and 17 at Jasmine Hall in Lake 
Jackson.

The free square dance lessons are open to the public -- teens through 
adults, singles and couples. Participants do not have to bring a partner.

The Lake Jackson Promenaders are hosting the free lesson nights. 
Longtime caller Jay Flowers, a native of Lake Jackson, will teach the les-
sons, with Promenaders club members helping out as “angels.”

“Square dancing is a fun way to build mental and physical agility,” said 
Mark Nace, Promenaders president. “Most people say, ‘I could never learn 
that.’ But new dancers are amazed at how much they learn as Jay builds 
each move on previous lessons.”

Dress is casual; just be sure to wear comfortable shoes.
For more information: Karen Nace (979) 292-5449; ljpromenaders 

@gmail.com; and on Facebook.

Learn square dancing for free
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Port Commission Chairman John 
Hoss has announced the signing 
of a second global transportation 
provider at Port Freeport. 

Hoegh Autoliners, an ocean car-
rier whose ships specialize in the 
transport of roll-on/roll-off cargoes 
(such as automobiles, excavators 
and other related cargoes), has 
signed a 10-year contract with Port 
Freeport.

This new service will add close to 
50 full-time stevedoring jobs (those 
who load/unload the vessels).  In 
addition, another 60 full-time family 
sustaining jobs will be created by 
the creation of an automobile pro-
cessing facility at Port Freeport.

Besides these direct jobs, hun-
dreds of additional indirect, induced 
and related employment opportuni-
ties will be established by those 
ancillary support service providers, 
such as truckers, fuel, maintenance 
and repair, food and shelter enter-

prises and a host of others.
Executive Port Director Glenn 

Carlson said: “Hoegh Autoliners 
represents the second global ocean 
carrier to commit to Port Freeport 
in the last six months.  With the 
signing of MSC last October, Port 
Freeport established itself in the 
container business with what is 
considered the number one ranked 
container carrier.  With this success-
ful addition of Hoegh Autoliners, 
Port Freeport is now associated 
with the number one ranked ro/ro 
carrier. ”

Port Freeport is committed 
to keeping the local community 
informed of our operations and 
results. 

If you have questions or com-
ments about this article, please 
email or call Glenn Carlson, 
Executive Port Director/CEO at 
carlson@portfreeport.com or (979)-
233-2667. 

In anticipation of the new agreement, an unplanned port call was made to ensure Port Freeport was capable 
of handling the specialized characteristics of Hoegh Autoliners vessels - this particular vessel is capable of 
handling 6,000 autos.

Port Freeport pens 10-year deal with Hoegh Autoliners, creating 110 direct jobs 
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Brazoria Lions Club Donates to PET Cart Project
The Brazoria Lions Club rep-

resentative, Scotty McCaskill, 
travelled to Mission, Texas Decem-
ber 8, 2014 to present the Personal 
Energy Transportation (PET) 
Project Manager, Stan Marley with 
a check for $3,000.00 to be used to 
build PET 

carts.
The Personal Energy Transpor-

tation (PET) carts, built on sturdy 
wood/steel frames, give mobility to 
people who are unable to walk due 
to disability, impairment, or injury 
and are designed to function in the 
world’s most remote regions. The 
carts are propelled by a hand-crank 
and are fitted with puncture-proof 
tires. 

Each PET, which gives impaired 
underprivileged persons a chance 
to make a living, cost approximately 
$300.00 to make. The Brazoria 
Lions Club’s contribution to the PET 

cart project will pay for 10 PET carts 
to be built – and change 10 lives for 
the better.

Join your local Lions Club. For 
more information call Lion Scotty 
McCaskill at 979-798-7069.

Personal Energy Transportation (PET) Manager, Stan Marley, (L) accepts 
the Brazoria Lions Club’s contribution for the PET Cart Project from Lion 
Scotty McCaskill.

Did you know?
• States can make the minimum 

drinking age 18, but the Federal 
Government would take away tax 
dollars given to them.

• Contrary to popular belief, 
carrots are actually bad for rab-
bits.

• Redheads don’t feel pain 
like everyone else does. They 
are less sensitive to electrically 
induced pain, but more sensitive 

to thermal pain.
• The Church of England 

considers the Pokémon character 
Mewtwo to be a good Christian 
role model.

• About 5,500 bombs from 
WWII are found in Germany 
every year and are defused – An 
average of about 15 per day.

• There’s a town in Indiana 
named “Santa Claus.”
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting 
for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter 
at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, 
or we are at Brazos Mall, Petco 
and Petsmart every Saturday, to  
visit with these pets and many 
of their friends. Kennel sponsor-
ships are now available for large or 
small kennels. Why not have your 
company or family recognized with 
a plaque to show you care? Call 
(979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help 
control the pet population. Have 
your pet spayed or neutered. Come 
by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an 
application today.

SPCA Adopt a Cat or Kitten Month - 
Adopt 2 cats “fur” the price of one!

Thrill-seeking geese? Birds ride Himalayas like a roller coaster, following contours of the ground
By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

If you think riding a roller coaster 
is scary, how about flying one 
through the Himalayas?

Scientists who tracked bar-
headed geese across their moun-
tainous seasonal migration have 
discovered that the birds won’t take 
a straight path to their destination, 
but instead climb up and plunge 
down with the contours of the 
ground.

The findings, published in the 
journal Science, reveal a surpris-
ingly savvy strategy that helps these 
high-fliers finish the grueling south-
bound journey from their breeding 
grounds in Mongolia to their winter 
getaway in India or south-eastern 
Tibet.

When it comes to seasonal 
migrations, the bar-headed goose is 
no slacker.

“Migrating birds must overcome 
many challenging environmental 
obstacles, such as arid deserts and 
featureless oceans, but few are 
capable of negotiating the formida-
bly high mountains separating the 

Indian subcontinent from central 
Asia,” the study authors wrote.

“Famously, one species that 
manages this feat is the bar-headed 
goose (Anser indicus), which bian-
nually traverses the high passes 
of the Tibetan massif and snow-
capped Himalayan mountains.”

These naturally talented aviators 
can reach breathtaking heights; one 
goose has even been tracked as 
high as 4.5 miles, for a short while. 
But researchers have long argued 
about how high these birds might 
truly fly, and how on earth they 
manage to do it. Many research-
ers thought that once the geese 
attained a mountain-skimming 
height, they’d stay at that altitude 
rather than waste energy dropping 
down and pushing back up again.

To find out, an international team 
of scientists led out of Bangor 
University in Wales needed some 
physiological data. So they outfitted 
bar-headed geese with custom-
ized implantable instruments that 
measured their body temperature, 
pressure, acceleration and heart 
rate during flight.

The researchers found that, 
rather than fly in a straight line 
— the most direct route to their 
destination — the geese would hug 
the terrain, ascending to get over 
a high peak and descending when 
the ground leveled out. This meant 
doing extra work to keep flying 
upward, over and over again.

“Geese opt repeatedly to shed 
hard-won altitude only subsequently 
to regain height later in the same 
flight,” the study authors wrote.

In one 15.2-hour stretch (after 
an initial climb to 3,200 meters), 

the geese repeatedly rose and fell, 
ascending a total of 6,340 meters 
(3.94 miles) and descending a total 
of 4,950 meters (3.08 miles), for a 
net gain of just 1,390 meters (0.86 
miles).

Seems like a lot of extra flying for 
very little gain—but it ends up being 
the most efficient way to travel. The 
scientists calculated that if the birds 
had gradually risen in a straight line 
to reach those 1,390 meters, it actu-
ally would have raised the energetic 
cost of the journey by 8 percent.

That’s probably because main-
taining high altitudes can be very 
costly. After all, higher altitudes 
mean thinner air—which means the 
birds have less air to push against, 
which means it takes more work 
to get anywhere. The higher the 
birds were, the higher their wing-
beat frequency. And their heart rate 
was highly sensitive to wingbeat 
frequency—a 5 percent increase in 
flap rate meant a 19 percent jump in 
heart rate, and a 41 percent rise in 
estimated flight power.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   January 27, 2015    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

When we truly put our faith in Christ, 
our lives are changed

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’d probably decide to 
follow Jesus if I ever met some-
one who really took it seriously. 
All the so-called Christians I’ve 
ever met didn’t seem to be any 
different from anyone else. Why 
should I believe in Jesus if it 
won’t make any difference to 
me? - R.L.

A: My answer may surprise 
you, but if Jesus won’t make any 
difference in the way you live, then 
you’re right: there wouldn’t be any 
reason for you to believe in Him. 
The Bible puts it this way: “As the 
body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without deeds is dead” 
(James 2:26).

But when we truly believe in 
Jesus and sincerely commit our 
lives to Him - then our lives will be 
changed! It saddens me that all the 
so-called “Christians” you’ve met 
only have a shallow or casual faith 

- which isn’t faith at all, as the Bible 
defines it. When we put our faith 
and trust in Christ, we see Him 
as He really is: the divine Son of 
God who came down from heaven 
to save us from sin’s penalty and 
power. We also are committing our 
lives to Him, trusting Him for our 
eternal salvation and following Him 
as the master of our lives.

Christians aren’t perfect; we 
still sin, and we still fail in many 
ways. But we aren’t content to 
stay that way, and we’ll constantly 
seek God’s forgiveness and help 
to live the way we should. My 
prayer is that you’ll meet some 
people whose lives truly have been 
touched by Christ - for they are all 
around you.

Most of all, however, I pray you’ll 
focus on Jesus Christ, and not 
on other Christians. He alone is 
perfect, and He alone can give you 
hope and help for the future. Invite 
Him into your life today. 

to load and unload the trucks at 
the destinations.  I’ll miss yelling 
at the truck that is going too slow 
uphill and too fast downhill. It’s not 
rewarding to yell at a computer-
driven truck.

• Pizza delivery drivers will 
eventually be out of work as well. 
I envision pizza delivery vans with 
credit card swipe slots on the side 
and a place where you can insert 
the money before your order slides 
out of the van through a chute. 
After you get your order, the car 
continues to it’s next destination. No 
tipping required. Computers don’t 
know what to do with tips.

• Teenagers about to turn 16 
won’t have the thrill of getting their 
learners’ permits, since there won’t 
be a need for drivers licenses any-
more. That would leave a big void 
in the teen experience. But, fewer 
of them will die in accidents, since 
I doubt that self-driven cars could 
be programmed to drag race, or do 
anything else illegal.

•  Limousine drivers will no longer 
be needed. As a matter of fact, 

eventually, and perhaps within our 
lifetime, all driving jobs will disap-
pear.

•  No need for defensive driv-
ing classes, unless they want to 
continue holding them in the parking 
lot, using ones and zeros (computer 
language). It will kill off the few 
remaining brick and mortar schools 
left, and the Internet schools.

•  I suppose race car drivers will 
still be competing against each 
other. But why not make it more 
interesting and pit their skills against 
the machine? We did it in chess. 
Computer against human. A few 
self-driven race cars could be mixed 
in with the traditional ones driven by 
humans, and let’s see who wins. Or, 
we could just race self-driven cars.

How long will we have to wait for 
all this to become reality? Maybe a 
decade.

Audi, BMW, Cadillac, Ford, GM, 
Mercedes-Benz, Nissan, Toyota, 
Volkswagen, Volvo, and others have 
autonomous vehicle initiatives under 
way. That’s where the big money 
will be made from now on, and the 
manufacturer that can get the most 

advanced product out there first 
gets to grab a big part of the market.

So, the race is on, so to speak.
Now that I have listed all the 

negative effects of self-driven cars, 
here is a list compiled by Forbes on 
the good things it will accomplish.

•  Reduced deaths, reduced acci-
dents: In the U.S. alone, there were 
over 33,000 automobile deaths in 
2013. For those aged 5 to 34 in 
the United States, motor vehicle 
crashes are the leading cause of 
death, claiming the lives of 18,266 
Americans each year.

•  Saving LOTS of Money and 
Time: It’s estimated that AVs could 
save over 2.7 billion unproductive 
hours commuting to work. This in 
turn translates to an annual savings 
of $447.1 billion per year in the U.S. 
alone (assuming 90% AV penetra-
tion). This number was calculated 
by taking into account crash cost 
savings, congestion benefits, 
reduced travel times, fuel savings, 
parking savings, changes in total 
number of vehicles, and other fac-
tors.

•  Massive Fuel Savings: Today, 

a 4,000-lb. SUV spends less than 
4% of its energy moving a 150-lb. 
driver around. Imagine if a car could 
be significantly lighter (because they 
don’t crash), getting four times the 
mpg?

•  No New Roads, Less Traffic: 
Autonomous vehicles packed with 

sensors can drive fast and efficiently 
at 8 times the packing density of 
today’s human-driven cars. This 
means no traffic jams and no need 
to build new roads. Plus, when they 
pack closely together, the reduction 
in wind drag alone could reduce fuel 
use up to 20 – 30 percent.

Self-driven, computerized cars are on the way, but not without some unintended consequences
(Continued from Page 1)
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Tiny fossil sheds 
light on fishy origins

By Amina Khan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)
A tiny Siberian fish fossil that’s a whopping 

415 million years old may be part of a group of 
fish that was ancestor to all the jawed ver-
tebrates living today, according to a team of 
European scientists.

Described online in the journal Nature, the 
fossil fish, Janusiscus schultzei, could help 
researchers flesh out — and perhaps redraw 
— portions of the ancient fish family tree.

The fossil, discovered near the Sida River in 
Siberia in 1972, is a strange, chimeric mish-
mash of features of very different lineages, 
which makes it valuable to scientists who have 
long struggled to sort out the ancient fish family 
tree between 443 million and 358 million years 
ago, during the Silurian and Devonian periods.

The vast majority of fish in the Earth’s waters 
today are bony fishes — descendants of a 
group known as osteichthyans. But back in 
fishes’ heyday, around 400 million years ago, 
osteichthyans weren’t the only group around. 
There were also cartilaginous fish called 
chondrichthyans (whose descendants include 
sharks and rays) as well as extinct armored 
fishes called placoderms.

These different groups of fish were all 
descended from gnathostomes, or jawed fish, 
and scientists want to know what those ances-
tral gnathostomes look like — in part because 
the answer could affect how we see our own 
origins.

Here’s a brief family history. Osteichthyans, 
the bony fishes, split into two main groups 
— the ray-finned fishes, which make up the 
vast majority of fish in the ocean today, and the 
lobe-finned fishes, whose descendants eventu-
ally crawled onto land. Those descendants, 
the “tetrapods,” evolved into all four-legged 
vertebrates on Earth today, from reptiles to 
mammals (and, yes, including humans).

So what did the ancient ancestors of all 
jawed vertebrate life on Earth today look like? 
It was long thought that gnathostome species 
would look more like the cartilaginous chon-
drichthyans — their living members, the sharks, 
are seen as “primitive,” living fossils that 
haven’t changed much over time. Bony struc-
tures, like the ones in our own bodies, appear 
much more complex, so it was assumed they 
evolved later. But recent studies have found 
that shark-like, cartilaginous bodies may have 
been a later development — and that the bony 
fishes might be the ones who inherited the 
more primitive traits.

For this study, the researchers subjected 
the fossil skull of this fish to an X-ray CT scan 
to examine tell-tale structures in the animal’s 
skull. 

SCIENCE  AND TECHNOLOGY
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Send your community news to john.bulletin@gmail.com. Send it in text 
form, and attach photos as you have them. We’ll fix them on our end.

Brazosport College students, staff and faculty recently enjoyed 
free pancakes at Gator Hall on the BC campus. At the same time, 
students had an opportunity to learn about the college’s new Quality 
Enhancement Plan (QEP), #ACEit. The pancake breakfast was one event 
in the school’s Welcome Week, hosted by the Department of Student 
Life. Welcome Week featured a full week of activities to promote the 
many opportunities for students at Brazosport College.

Welcome to Brazosport College

Applications are being accepted for six scholarships sponsored by the Vol-
unteer Services of UTMB Health Sciences at the Angleton Danbury Campus. 
Each scholarship is for $1000 to be used in the 2015-2016 school year.

Graduates of Angleton or Danbury High Schools with at least 24 college 
credit hours in a human health-related course of study may apply. 

Graduates of private schools or home schools in Angleton or Danbury 
must also provide proof of residence in the Angleton-Danbury Hospital Tax 
District for the past two years. 

Application deadline is March 1. To request an application, call (979)-849-
1966. (Please leave your name and contact information and that you are 
requesting an application on the voice mail.) Or write to Volunteer Services 
Scholarship Chairman, UTMB Health Services, Angleton Danbury Campus, 
132 Hospital Drive, Angleton, TX 77515.

UTMB-Angleton offering scholarships Community college to create fracking degree program
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

CHICAGO — A southwestern 
Illinois community college has 
received the go-ahead to create 
a petroleum drilling technology, or 
fracking, program.

Lincoln Trail College in Robin-
son, Ill., will enroll its first students 
this fall. The college petitioned the 
state for the degree and received 

approval this month.
“We are very rich in oil in this part 

of the state,” Lincoln Trail College 
President Kathryn Harris said last 
week. “The degree will focus on new 
ways and technologies to extract oil. 
We want to be ready when the oil 
boom comes to southern Illinois.”

It has been two months since 
Illinois approved and enacted rules 

for high-volume oil and gas drilling. 
Denver-based Strata-X Energy 
is the only company that has 
registered with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, but it 
has not formally applied to begin 
fracking.

Fracking will be an emphasis 
in the two-year associate degree 
program. 
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sNine County Parks.
sA group campground with air-

conditioned dormitories, cabins, lake 
& bayou fishing, swimming pool & 
wooded trails.

sTwo full-service RV campgrounds 
with air-conditioned cabins, lighted 
fishing areas, covered pavilions, 
playground on the coast.

s23 miles of sandy beaches.
s20 public boat ramps.
sHistorical homes.
sCoastal ecology center.
sBird watching.
sShelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
sYear-round Adventure Programs.
sYear-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Meta Kirby 
Vice ChairmanL Paul Wofford, Jr.
Secretary: Joyce Peltier
Commissioners: Dorman David-

son, Rex Lloyd, Rebecca Golden, 
Alvie Merrill

SPONSORS
Platinum ($2,000)
BASF Corporation 

Dow Chemical Company
Freeport LNG
Gold ($1,500)

Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 
Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 

House Associates)
Silver ($1,000)

Meyerland Custom Home Renovation LLC
Bronze ($500)

DM Petroleum Operations
DSM Nutritional Products Inc.
Kids Way Clinic, Lake Jackson

Town of Quintana
We also thank the many volunteers who help 

clean the beaches, stake out trees and sand 
fencing, lend a hand with programs, and add so 
much to the county’s parks and to our communi-
ties. To become a sponsor, or to volunteer in our 
programs, call (979) 864-1541, or email jamesg 
@brazoria-county.com.

Schedule of events
Monday, March 2: Texas Independence Day Celebration. Join volun-

teers and students at the Austin Statue at Hwy 288 and Hwy 35 for a cel-
ebration with a guest speaker, historical characters, musket volleys, music, 
and refreshments.  Free event sponsored by local groups.  For information, 
call the Department Office at (979) 864-1541.

Saturday, April 4, 2-4 p.m.: Easter Egg Hunt at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Candy and prizes provided.  Registered campers only; for information 
or reservations, call (979) 233-6026.

Saturday, April 18: Texas Adopt-A-Beach Spring Clean-Up.  Volunteers 
gather at 9 a.m. in Surfside and Quintana for a general beach clean-up.  
Dress for the weather and bring along some water.  Supplies provided; 
lunch afterward.  For more information, contact James at (979) 864-1541 
(Surfside) or Patty at (979) 233-1461 (Quintana).

Thursday, May 14-17: Fifth Annual Fishing Tournament at San Luis 
Pass County Park.  Starts at noon on Thursday and runs through 9 a.m. on 
Sunday.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Sunday, May 24: Happy Memorial Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese dogs, 
washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County Park.  
Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 233-
6026.

Monday-Thursday, June 29-July 2, 9 a.m. - noon: Nature Camp at 
Camp Mohawk County Park.  Outdoor nature-related programming with the 
Brazoria County Master Naturalists.  Ages 7-12.  $30 per camper; limited 
space available.  Pre-registration required.  For information, or to register, 
call (979) 864-1541, or e-mail jamesg@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, July 4: Happy Independence Day!  Enjoy free chili cheese 
dogs, washer tournament, limbo, and more fun at San Luis Pass County 
Park.  Registered campers only; for information or reservations, call (979) 
233-6026.

Saturday, Aug. 1: KidsFest at Bates Park, Angleton.  Rack up on school 
supplies and fun at this FREE back-to-school program for children ages 3-
11.  Hours are 9 a.m. - noon.  For more information, call the Brazoria County 
Parks Dept. at (979) 864-1541.

It’s never too early to start planning for Valentine’s Day.  With just a couple 
of weeks to go, it’s almost too late!

A last-minute “couple’s getaway” might be nice, but hotel fees can be pricey, 
and travel can be more of an expense than the budget will allow. (Remember, 
you HAVE to get the chocolates!). Rather than running off to San Antonio, or 
Galveston, or who-knows-where, sometimes it’s best to keep it close to home.  
With a few strategically placed cabins in the county, Valentine’s Day is one of 
those times.  

Does your sweetheart yearn for a woodland get-away?  Try spending the 
weekend in a picturesque cabin nestled among the pines beside a small lake.  
Doesn’t sound like Brazoria County, does it?  Surprise!  Camp Mohawk County 
Park, between Danbury and Alvin, boasts two cabins in exactly this setting.  

How about a sunrise over the beach, viewed from the porch of your 
secluded love-nest atop a hill?  Again, this doesn’t sound like Brazoria County, 
where we have no hills.  However, four such cabins overlook the surf from a 
hill at Quintana Beach County Park.  February is the best time of year for long 
romantic walks on the beach, kicking up seashells.  Since park use (especially 
at the beach) drops off in the winter months, you’ll feel like the only ones there.  

Are you an angler who wants to kill two birds with one stone?  Or perhaps 
you are partnered with an angler, and you’re looking for some way to combine 
their fishing addiction with a couple’s getaway for Valentine’s?  Sounds like it’s 
time to sneak off to San Luis Pass County Park, where a couple of cozy cabins 
are perched within casting distance of the water.  

All cabins at Brazoria County Parks are climate-controlled and fully self-
contained with restrooms, kitchenettes, beds, and porch areas.  They have 
coffee pots, stoves, and refrigerators; you have to bring your own utensils and 
bedding.  And the cost is comparable to overnighting at a nice motel.  

Plan your Valentine’s getaway and save the arguments for another time.  
Better yet, build up some brownie points while saving on the expenses of long-
distance travel and hotel fees.  Use the savings to pick up an even bigger box 
of chocolates!  

To find more information on the department’s offerings, or to make reserva-
tions, visit www.brazoria-county.com/parks. 

Remember, it’s never too early to start planning for Valentine’s Day! 

Have a Valentine’s retreat at the park
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Fishin’ – It’s not about age, or gender, or anything else short of satisfaction and enjoyment … and, sometimes, 
supper! These photos are all from just one of our guests at San Luis County Pass County Park.  Yes, it’s one 
of the best fishing spots in the county – but don’t tell anyone!

Prospective contractors met with county officials early this month in a 
pre-bid meeting at Hanson Riverside County Park.  The meeting concerned 
the boat ramp project at the park on the San Bernard River, outside West 
Columbia.  

The project officially began in June, when Commissioners Court 
approved a grant funding contract with Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment.  Brazoria County is putting in a match of about $75,000 - mostly 
labor and equipment - to TPWD’s $250,000 toward the project.  Crews from 
Precinct 4 began work on an access roadway almost immediately.  

Public feedback on the project has been steady and positive.  The 
Friends of the River San Bernard group has been particularly supportive of 
the project, citing improved river access and the needs of residents in being 
able to extract boats from the river during storms and flood events.  The 
nearest public boat ramp is 13 miles downstream at FM 521.

This month’s meeting focused on the particulars of excavating the 
boat ramp itself, pouring the concrete bed, and constructing bulkheads.  
Contract labor will carry this stage of the project.  The bid deadline is set for 
a receiving date of Feb. 19 (county bid postings are at  http://www.brazoria-
county.com/purch/bids.asp).  Commissioners will examine the bids by the 
end of February.  

Once this stage of the project is complete, Pct. 4 will return to the site to 
finish the roadway and parks department crews will take over.  Finishing 
work will include piers, lighting, and signage.

Project completion is anticipated sometime this summer, though the 
grant deadline doesn’t come around until 2016.  County officials expect to 
see residents using the boat ramp well before then.  

Sign posted at the project entrance on Hwy 35.

Boat ramp near West Columbia 
scheduled to open this summer

One of the best fishing spots in Brazoria County
San Luis County Pass County Park
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Colorful new playground the latest addition to new and improved Surfside Jetty County Park
A colorful new playground is rising 

above Surfside Jetty County Park.  
Crews began assembling the play-

ground earlier this month, with most 
of this stage of the project completed 
within two weeks.  Groundwork will 
be installed below the playground, 
consisting of low surrounding bulk-
heads and cushioning fill.  When the 
work is all done, children visiting the 
park will be able to climb and slide to 
their hearts’ content.  

The park at the foot of the jetty 
has seen some harsh set-backs.  
Park facilities, including cabins and 
a store building, were lost to a fire.  
Hurricane Ike swept the site soon 
thereafter, taking a footbridge and 
almost obliterating a lagoon.  

Within the past few years, a solid 
public restroom was erected close to 
the beach.  The lagoon was rebuilt, 
engineered to withstand both tides 
and time.  A picturesque footbridge, 

completed early last fall, spans the 
lagoon and a kayak landing.  

Jetty Park is a popular site for 
anglers who fish the jetty, serving as 
a convenient parking area and rest-
ing place.  The site also is used by 
the children of anglers, who may not 
enjoy the seemingly endless hours of 
sitting on slimy rocks waiting for fish 
to bite.  For these youngsters, the 
new playground - their new play-
ground - will be a welcome addition.  

Photo are by Henry Pekar
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Jan. 26: ON THIS DATE in 
1886, Karl Benz patented the 
first automobile with an internal-
combustion engine. In 1905, the 
world’s largest diamond, the 3,106-
carat Cullinan, was found in South 
Africa.

Jan. 27: ON THIS DATE in 
1880, Thomas Edison patented 
the incandescent electric lamp. 
In 1967, a fire aboard the Apollo 
1 spacecraft during a launch-pad 
test killed astronauts Gus Grissom, 
Ed White and Roger Chaffee.

Jan. 28: ON THIS DATE in 
1915, the U.S. Coast Guard was 
created from the Life Saving and 
Revenue Cutter services. In 1958, 
Brooklyn Dodgers catcher Roy 
Campanella was paralyzed in an 
automobile wreck.

Jan. 29: ON THIS DATE in 
1820, Britain’s King George III 
died, insane, at Windsor Castle. 
In 1936, the first members of 
the Baseball Hall of Fame - Ty 
Cobb, Walter Johnson, Christy 
Mathewson, Babe Ruth and Honus 
Wagner - were named in Cooper-

stown, N.Y.
Jan. 30: ON THIS DATE in 

1649, England’s King Charles I 
was beheaded. In 1933, Adolf 
Hitler became chancellor of 
Germany. In 1948, Indian political 
and spiritual leader Mohandas 
Gandhi was murdered by a Hindu 
extremist.

Jan. 31: ON THIS DATE in 
1606, Guy Fawkes was executed 
for his part in the “Gunpowder 
Plot” against the English Parlia-
ment and King James I. In 1928, 
scotch tape was first marketed by 
the 3M Co.

Feb. 1: ON THIS DATE in 1945, 
RCA released the first 45-rpm 
single record. In 2003, space 
shuttle Columbia broke apart over 
Texas during its approach for 
landing in Florida, killing all seven 
astronauts aboard.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1847, the 
California city of Yerba Buena was 
renamed San Francisco.

This week’s question: In 
1930, what former U.S. president 
resigned the post of chief justice of 
the United States?

Jazz and swing dance enthusiasts will get their chance on the dance 
floor during the Alvin Community College Big Band Concert on Feb. 7.

The 16th Annual  Evening of Big Band Music with the Alvin Community 
Band will start at 7 p.m. and last dance will be 10 p.m. at the Nolan Ryan 
Center. The Community Band is made of local musicians and has been 
performing for more than 20 years.

There will also be a silent auction at the concert.
Funds raised at the event will go directly to the Music Department and 

alumni scholarships.
Tickets are $15 and will include admission to the dance and light 

refreshments throughout the evening. Tickets are available at the Music 
Department, the Administrative office and at the ACC Marketplace online at 
www.alvincollege.edu. They also will be sold at the door.

The dance will be at the Nolan Ryan Center and will run from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. For more information about the event, 
call (281) 756-3600.

Alvin college to host Big Band concert
surgeon, and the history of medicine 
in 19th century America. Robert 
Russell will also exhibit a portion of 
his medical tool collection. Without 
the invention of antibiotics and 
the limited knowledge of diseases 

during this time, 
minor wounds 
often became 
infected and 
led to death.  
Another leading 
cause of death 
among soldiers 
was disease 
due to poor 
sanitary condi-
tions.

Thus, the US 
Sanitary Com-
mission was 

founded. The second session of the 
program will examine the USSC, a 
private relief agency organized to 
support sick and wounded soldiers 
during the Civil War. For every 
man killed in battle, two died from 
disease such as dysentery, diar-

rhea, typhoid, and others. Diseases 
were spread by overcrowded and 
unsanitary conditions in the field, 
the USSC provided medical care 
and pressured military camps to 
provide safe, sanitary conditions for 
the wounded Union soldiers.  

The Brazoria County Historical 
Museum is located at 100 East 
Cedar in Angleton. Admission to this 
event is free.

For more information visit 
ww.bchm.org or call 979-864-1208.

County museum to host Civil War medicine program
 The Brazoria County Historical 

Museum will host Robert and Debo-
rah Russell from Fredericksburg, 
TX on Saturday, Feb. 7, 10 a.m. to 
noon.

Mr. and Mrs. Russell have 
researched and served as living 
historians for over twenty years, 

serving as 
reenactors at 
the Alamo and 
San Jacinto 
living history 
programs. Over 
the years they 
have acquired 
an impressive 
collection of 
historic medical 

tools and 19th century quilts. They 
will present a two part program that 
will explore Civil War Medicine and 
the founding of the US Sanitation 
Commission.

The first session will explore 
medical practices of the Civil War 
era, including common herbal rem-
edies used at the time, becoming a 

Deborah Russell

Robert Russell

Did you know? Oscar 
tidbits and factoids

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)
• Eight is enough, it turns out. For 

the 84th, 85th and 86th Academy 
Awards, there were nine best pic-
ture nominees. This year, just eight.

• In the acting categories, nine 
people are first-time nominees. 
They are Steve Carell, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Michael Keaton, 
Eddie Redmayne, J.K. Simmons, 
Felicity Jones, Rosamund Pike, 
Patricia Arquette and Emma Stone. 
Previous winners are Robert Duvall, 
Marion Cotillard, Reese Wither-
spoon and Meryl Streep.

• Bradley Coooper’s nomination 
for “American Sniper” is his third 
consecutive acting nomination, 
after his supporting nomination for 
“American Hustle” and leading role 
in “Silver Linings Playbook.” The 
last performers to receive three 
nominations in a row were Renee 
Zellweger and Russell Crowe.

• Marion Cotillard received her 
second nomination for a perfor-
mance in a language other than 
English. She won for “La Vie en 
Rose.” She is the fifth performer to 
receive two or more acting nomina-
tions for a foreign-language perfor-
mance. Marcello Mastroianni had 
three such nominations and Sophia 
Loren, Liv Ullman and Isabelle 
Adjani, two each.

• Meryl Streep extends her lead 
as the most nominated performer 
with 19, thanks to Rob Marshall’s 
“Into the Woods.”

• Roger Deakins now has the 
most nominations for cinematog-
raphy of any living person with 
12. Charles B. Lang Jr. and Leon 
Shamroy share the all-time record 
with 18 nominations each.
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Please let our 
advertisers know 
that you saw their 

ads in The Bulletin. 

Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Trapping device
6 Official records
10 Got an A on
14 Restriction at some fitness clubs
15 Mark from a healed wound
16 Fancy fabric with metallic threads
17 Coral ring
18 Metal to melt down
20 State Department’s purview
22 Anxious feeling

23 Olds Cutlass model
26 Pulp comic that transformed Nick 
Fury into a super-spy
31 British noblewomen
34 Soda fountain orders
35 Try to win
36 Happy hour pints
37 Sorceress jilted by Jason
38 Ireland’s Sinn __
39 Dream state letters
40 Suffix with Beatle

41 Theater access
42 Entertainer with many fans?
45 Cling wrap brand
46 “Queen of Soul” Franklin
50 “War of the Worlds” attack
55 Inning-by-inning runs summary
57 Hedren of “The Birds”
58 Bldg. annex
59 Slimmest of margins
60 Actress Falco et al.
61 Gravy vessel
62 Very
63 Like some populations

Down
1 Major mix-up
2 “__ your life!”
3 Passion, in Pisa
4 Issues
5 Signs up
6 Part of PGA: Abbr.
7 Letters on a Soviet uniform
8 Islands tuber
9 Kazakhstan border sea
10 Keys at the keys
11 Westley portrayer in “The Prin-
cess Bride”
12 Punk rock subgenre
13 Bear lair
19 Ancient Britons
21 Belg. neighbor
24 Do more work on, as a persistent 
squeak
25 In unison
27 Revise
28 Gymnast Comaneci
29 Collect bit by bit
30 LAX posting
31 Has the nerve
32 Billy Joel’s musical daughter
33 Reminder notes
37 Apple computer
38 Roosevelt’s chat spot
40 Short-short skirts
41 Like soda water
43 Natural ability
44 Cleveland NBAer
47 Easy basketball score
48 Aspirations
49 Herb that tastes like licorice
51 Reverberation
52 Ark helmsman
53 Spring flower
54 Rex Stout’s stout sleuth Wolfe
55 Chocolate dog
56 Wedding vow words
(c)2015 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
MOLE  MULE  GOAT  SEAL  WOLF  LION  LYNX  BOAR
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: FRANC  BASIN  QUENCH  DABBLE
Answer: What the tile shoppers sought -- A “SQUARE” DEAL”

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Meet your moment without hesi-
tation. Your leadership abilities 
will get a chance to shine in a 
completely new way this week. 
New inspirations and ideas will 
add some spice to your life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
You don’t need to bully your way 
to perfection. Other people might 
not be as picky as you are. You 
will be much happier if you turn a 
blind eye to insignificant mistakes 

this week.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 

Everything will not be revealed 
at first glance, so take your time 
about making crucial decisions. 
You could be much too optimistic 
about a certain relationship or 
idea in the week ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
During the week ahead, you 
might be more concerned with 
finances than with your personal 
appearance. You want to look 
your best, but might find that 

it takes extra funds to do so 
properly.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Have 
faith in your fantasies. With-
out inspiration, you won’t have 
the chance to be drenched by 
perspiration. You can make your 
dreams a reality this week by 
being energetic.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Put a cushion between you and 
insensitive remarks. Don’t let 
criticism undermine your self-
confidence, but use it as a tool to 

become a better person. By mid-
week, your love life improves.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
During the week ahead, you 
may have a change of heart due 
to flattery from an unexpected 
source. Avoid going overboard 
with personal spending. Be 
sure you act only from sincere 
motives.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Take your time and be thorough. 
You understand that slipshod 
work won’t earn you any brownie 
points this week. It requires a 
sharp tack to pin down a situation 
neatly and securely.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You might think you know the 
answer, but your judgment and 
assessments could be off base 
until the second half of the week. 
Bypass unimportant obstacles 
and ignore minor errors.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): If you don’t quit, you won’t 
fail. Take pride in your ability 
to remain tenacious about the 
job, the task, or the relationship 
you’re working hard to perfect. 
You can overcome obstacles this 
week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You may learn that passing fads 
only provide temporary satisfac-
tion in the upcoming week. A new 
acquaintance might seem exotic 
but could let you down once the 
first bloom of friendship fades.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Make a list and prioritize your 
long-term, as well as short-term, 
goals. The cold shoulder you may 
receive when you promote your 
ideas early in the week will thaw 
very soon.
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Plus, there will 
not be any points attached to your 
license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certifi- cate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash.

By law, you can take defensive 
driving once every 12 months to 
dismiss a ticket.  However, once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we 
won’t see you for another three 
years, when renewing your insurance 
discount certificate.

Call (979) 299-1000 for the Lake 
Jackson school inside Brazos Mall. 

Classes are held every Saturday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., and call for Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 


