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I made my semi-annual trek to 
the movies the other day to see 
the biggest release of the holiday 
season, “Star 
Wars.”

I’m not 
much of a 
“Star Wars” 
fan, but I did 
see the first 
one in 1977, 
so I wanted 
to find out 
what the big hoopla is all about 
for this one, other than Disney’s 
deep pockets to promote the film.

The ending set up the sequel, 
and it was a little puzzling. The 
plot was kind of shallow, parallel-
ing a lot of the 1977 movie’s plot. 
The special effects were great. 
The writing was not all that great.

The problem with these block-
busters is that there is so much 
promotion that expectations run 
high while the movie has some 
noticeable  flaws. But it is making 
a lot of money for Disney, which 
is important, since all the profits 
will probably go toward helping to 
fund ESPN, which is also owned 
by Disney.

It’s not often that I see a movie 
on the big digital screen. I like 
the comfort of my home when I 

RAMBLINGS

Book sale to help 
fund county library

The Brazoria County Library 
System will hold its annual book sale 
Thursday evening, Jan. 28 and all 
day Friday, Jan. 29 and Saturday, 
Jan. 30 at the Angleton Library, a 
branch of Brazoria County Library 
System, Angleton.

Starting Thursday, Jan. 28, 5-8 
p.m., the public can find and buy 
books covering various topics for 
bargain prices. Most books sell for 
one dollar or less.

The sale Friday, Jan. 29, and Sat-
urday, Jan. 30, starts at 9 a.m. and 
will continue until 6 p.m., both days. 
The sale includes outdated items 
removed from library shelves over 
the past five months. Donated books 
from the public are also available. 

These materials are gathered and 
sold to the public to dispose of the 
property. There will be fiction, nonfic-
tion, videos and DVD’s, audiobooks 
and children’s books.

Due to the limited space at the 
Angleton Library, only a certain 
number of books can be put out to 
buy at one time. Since there are 
boxes and boxes of books to offer, 
as the books go, the inventory 
constantly gets updated. Due to this 
constant change, people should 
come back to see what’s available 
the next day.

Money raised during the book 
sale is used by the County Library 
Board to benefit the branches. The 
money also helps the branches pay 
for performers during the summer 
reading program.

The Angleton Library is located at 
401 E. Cedar Street.

Volunteers 16 years of age or 
(Continued on Page 6)

Why car dealers hate political ads
By Tim Higgins
Bloomberg News (TNS)

WASHINGTON — As what 
promises to be the most expen-
sive presidential election in U.S. 
history heats up, one constituency 
is dreading the coming barrage of 
political advertising perhaps more 
than any other: car dealers.

In some battleground markets, a 
presidential race can soak up a third 
or more of local broadcast televi-
sion advertising time, crowding out 
auto dealers, who are typically the 
biggest buyers of local TV ad time, 
according to a Bloomberg analysis. 
That shift, according to the analysis 
of data from Kantar Media Intel-

ligence, CMAG and Kelley Blue 
Book, can hurt sales.

Take Cleveland, for example, 
a major battleground in the 2012 
campaign. The number of car ads 
that ran on local broadcast stations 
in October 2012, the final month of 
the race, fell to 4,553, a 16 percent 

(Continued on Page 11)

3 ways to plan ahead for tax season now
By Michael McDonald
GOBankingRates.com (TNS)

Taxes are an unpleasant fact of 
life for most people, but planning 
ahead can make the task a little 
easier. Addressing each of the 
following areas can also help you 

legally minimize your taxes, and 
leave more money in your pocket.

MINIMIZE TAXABLE INCOME
Taxes are based on the income 

an individual earns each year, but 
not all cash a person receives is 
treated the same way. “There are 

numerous tax laws that individuals 
need to take into account when 
trying to plan the best way to 
manage their tax liability,” said Bill 
Rivero, a partner at accounting firm 
Correia, Rivero and LeFebvre. “An 

(Continued on Page 9)
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WELL, WELL, WHAT HAVE WE HERE? A drug dealer, who was run-
ning his operation from the basement of his parents’ home in Manches-
ter, England, panicked when the cops showed up there to speak to his 
brother. He ran up into the attic and started throwing bags of cocaine and 
heroin out the window. Alas, he did not wait until the police left the home, 
and the drugs landed next to their cruiser, which they spotted as soon as 
they came out.

HOW DARE YOU SAY I’M UNSPORTSMANLIKE! A 69-year-old man 
started a brawl at a Monopoly tournament in Branson West, Mo., after 
organizers banned him for engaging in unsportsmanlike conduct during 
last year’s tournament.

DON’T WORRY, THEY’LL NEVER FIND US: Two criminals in 
Dukinfield, England, were engaged in a very profitable business stealing 
luxury cars, and taking them to an industrial area where they stripped 
the vehicles and then sold off the parts. But they failed to factor in the 
possibility that at least one of their victims might have installed a tracking 
device in his car. The device in a Porsche they stole led the police to their 
lair where they discovered a number of high-value stolen vehicles.

I DON’T THINK WE CAN OUTRUN HIM: Six youngsters tried to break 
into a house in Noonamah, a remote village in Australia’s Northern Ter-
ritory, but were confronted by the homeowner and fled. Unfortunately for 
them, the guy owns a helicopter in which he took to the air and followed 
them, transmitting their location to police via his mobile phone. 

SO, KIDS, WOULD YOU LIKE AN ENCORE? … NO? A man went 
into a day care center in a church in South Charleston, W. Va., and 
insisted on singing Justin Bieber songs to the children there until he was 
thrown out. Officers took him to a hospital to be evaluated by mental 
health professionals.

 I KNOW THEE, YE SCANDAL! A burglar stole a sword from a home 
in Wichita, Kan., belonging to a woman and her son who perform in medi-
eval re-enactments. The mother woke her son, who grabbed a spear and 
chased the guy through several back yards. He escaped, but the mother 
told the police that she recognized him from the re-enactment circuit.

SO, EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED HERE AGAIN? A car and an SUV 
collided in Surry, British Columbia, and the force of the crash sent the car 
careening into a home. The people in the SUV got out to help, but failed 
to put their vehicle in park. It rolled down a hill and crashed into a pole. 
That crash jarred the SUV into drive, and it went speeding into another 
house.

I’M INNOCENT!? … UH, OF COURSE, I KNEW THAT: A man, on 
trial for identity fraud and the theft of $7,000 from his neighbor, fled the 
courthouse in DeKalb County, Ga., as the jury was deciding his fate, 
because he expected to be sent to prison. So he was not there when the 
jury came in and declared him not guilty.

Coffee, tea or cocaine?

Sun Sentinel (TNS)
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — A flight attendant who crammed more 

than 6 1/2 pounds of cocaine into his long-legged compression underwear 
in an unsuccessful drug-smuggling attempt was sentenced to 2 1/2 years 
in federal prison.

Rohan Myers, 40, was arrested in September at Fort Lauderdale-Holly-
wood International Airport after working on a Caribbean Airlines flight from 
Montego Bay, Jamaica.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers said he became very 
nervous and sweated profusely when they searched his baggage and 
questioned him about athletic compression pants in his luggage.

He immediately admitted he was smuggling cocaine and showed 
officers four molded packages that were strapped to his thighs and ankles 
and held in place by long-legged compression underwear beneath his 
uniform.

Flight attendant gets time for drugs 
Netflix expands global footprint, Internet TV, minus China
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Shares in Netflix jumped more 
than 9 percent recently after the 
streaming serving giant took a big 
step to expand its global footprint.

Kicking off the day at CES in Las 
Vegas with his keynote address, 
Netflix CEO Reed Hastings said 
the Silicon Valley company had 
activated service in 130 more coun-
tries, including Russia, India, South 

Korea and Saudi Arabia.
Since launching in 2007, Netflix 

has expanded into Canada, Latin 
America, Europe, Australia, New 
Zealand and Japan to include 60 
countries. Now Netflix has services 
in more than 190 countries.

“Today you are witnessing the 
birth of a new global Internet TV 
network,” Hastings told the crowd. 
“With this launch, consumers 

around the world — from Singa-
pore to St. Petersburg, from San 
Francisco to Sao Paulo — will be 
able to enjoy TV shows and movies 
simultaneously — no more waiting. 

With the help of the Internet, we 
are putting power in consumers’ 
hands to watch whenever, wher-
ever and on whatever device.”

As part of the expansion, Netflix 
added Arabic, Korean and Chinese 
to the 17 other languages it offers.

After finding success in the U.S. 
with its DVD-by-mail business 
and now its streaming service, 
Netflix has increasingly focused on 
expanding around the world.

Last year, the company rolled 
out its services in Japan, Australia 
and Spain, among others. And it 
plans this year to launch in South 
Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan.

One country that notably 
remains out of its hands is China, 
where Netflix faces competition 
from local streaming services.
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Please let our advertisers 
know that you saw their ads 
in The Bulletin. We hope you 
will have the opportunity to 
visit their businesses and 
allow them to provide you 
with great products and ser-
vice for a  great price.

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. How did you 
celebrate September 
24? What would you 
exclaim to make the 
point?

A. Founded in 2004, National 
Punctuation Day celebrates the 
correct use of punctuation.  For a 
quick review:  Periods are simple 
enough, end of statement, end 
of thought -- period.  Make that 
... and the thought isn’t over but 
is trailing off. Commas are little 
pauses and aren’t much, as 
Gertrude Stein stressed when she 
said, “Commas are servile and 
they have no life of their own,” as 
reported in “Mental Floss” maga-
zine.  George Bernard Shaw had 
similar disdain for the apostrophe:  
“There is not the faintest reason 
for persisting in the ugly and silly 
trick of peppering pages with 
these uncouth bacilli.”

Exclamation marks can be 
fun as you exclaim one thought 
or another, that is, underscore 
it, exaggerate it, shout it out.  F. 
Scott Fitzgerald once remarked, 
“An exclamation point is like 
laughing at your own joke.”  For 
a semicolon, think of half a colon, 
half a comma -- not a full stop but 

half way.  As Kurt Vonnegut joked, 
“All it does is show you’ve been to 
college.”  

A question mark seems 
straightforward enough.  But is it a 
real question or a rhetorical one?  
To denote the latter, a reversed 
question mark called “punctus 
percontativus” was used in the 
16th and 17th centuries to mark 
a question for which an answer is 
not expected.  Do you get it?

Q. A month doing what? 
When a very bright 
scientist put his mind to 
mulling research stats 
and doing the math, 
what did he come up 
with?

A. “Men and women big and 
small all pee at the identical 
average rate -- between one-third 
to one-half ounce per second,” 
says astronomer Bob Berman in 
“Zoom: How Everything Moves, 
from Atoms and Galaxies to Bliz-
zards and Bees.”  This figures to 
a quart or two a day and a couple 
of minutes spent expelling it 
-- rarely more than three.  Break-
ing it down, the average woman 
urinates eight times a day, the 

average man seven, though up to 
thirteen is not considered abnor-
mal.  

“Now adding it all up, a person 
who urinates seven times daily 
will require between nine and 
twenty-seven seconds to do the 
job per session.  We thus dedicate 
an entire month of our lives to this 
activity.”

Q. Talk about a far-out thought 
experiment:  Would all the water 
in the universe be enough to 
drown out our sun?

A. As you probably know, fire is 
a chemical reaction requiring heat, 
fuel and oxygen.  Remove any of 
these, and the fire will die, says 
Sam Buckton of Hertfordshire, 
UK, in “New Scientist” magazine.  
However, our sun is not like a big 
candle, running on combustion; 
rather it’s “a giant ball of plasma,” 
running on nuclear fusion.  Envel-
oping the sun in water wouldn’t 
help douse it out; while the water 
would remove some heat, it would 
also increase the sun’s mass and 
the pressure inside, speeding up 
the rate of nuclear fusion.  Plus 
the water molecules “might get 
hot enough to be ripped apart into 
their constituent nuclei, provid-
ing more fusion fuel.  So the sun 
would actually burn more fiercely 
and rapidly than before.”

But back to the original ques-
tion: “What if you dumped all the 
water in the entire universe over 
the sun?” Because of the cold-
ness of space, it would actually 
be a tremendous ice dump, 
increasing the sun’s fuel-consum-
ing mass. “Then it would explode 
cataclysmically as a supernova, 
destroying Earth and leaving 
behind an extremely dense 
neutron star, or even a black hole.  
I guess you could count that as 
extinguishing the sun.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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(This column was prepared by the Social Security Administration. For fast answers 
to specific Social Security questions, contact Social Security toll-free at 800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.)

Use online tools to plan for retirement
Questions and Answers about your Social Security

Tribune News Service
Q: What can Social Security do to help me plan for my retirement?
A: Answer: Social Security has some great online financial planning 

tools you can use to make an informed decision about your retirement. 
Social Security’s online Retirement Planner and our online Retirement 
Estimator are both tools you can access at any time. These will let you 
compute estimates of your future Social Security retirement benefits. They 
also provide important information on factors affecting retirement benefits, 
such as military service, household earnings, and federal employment.

You can access our Retirement Planner at www.socialsecurity.gov/
retire2. And, you can use the Retirement Estimator at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/estimator.

Q: How do I earn Social Security credits, and how many do I need 
to qualify for benefits?

A: We use your total yearly earnings to figure your Social Security 
credits. The amount needed for a credit in 2015 is $1,220. You can earn 
a maximum of four credits for any year. The amount needed to earn one 
credit increases automatically each year when average wages increase.

You must earn a certain number of credits to qualify for Social Security 
benefits. The number of credits you need depends on your age when you 
apply and the type of benefit application. No one needs more than 40 
credits for any Social Security benefit.

For more information, visit our website at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Auto show looks into the near future when cars won’t need us to drive them anymore
By Tom Purcell
Special to the Bulletin

The smart car is upon us, and 
self-driving automobiles soon will 
be commonplace - which will be the 
buzz at this year’s 2016 Detroit Auto 
Show. 

In the past two or three years, you 
see, computer processing capacity 
has become powerful enough to 
rapidly manage and analyze mas-
sive amounts of complex data sets 
or “big data.” 

What does this mean for automo-
biles? 

By installing incredibly intricate 
roadside sensor networks and addi-
tional sensors in “smart” automo-
biles - both of which feed continuous 

data, via the Internet, to a powerful 
collection engine - automobiles will 
be in constant communication with 
road conditions and each other. 

Smart cars can be programmed 
to avoid crashing into roadside 
obstacles and each other, auto-cor-
rect if a driver strays from the road 
or sound an alarm if a driver shows 
signs he’s falling asleep. 

In the U.S. alone, according to 
Entrepreneur.com, “self-driving 
cars could eliminate the more than 
33,000 motor-vehicle traffic deaths a 
year, 2.3 million injuries and billions 
in car damage.” 

Traffic jams will be significantly 
reduced or eliminated. 

Imagine if every car sitting on 

the Parkway in front of the Squirrel 
Hill Tunnel could be safely guided 
through at a coordinated speed that 
eliminates stop-and-go driving. 

How about energy savings? 
“Street lamps could automatically 

switch off in areas with no nighttime 
traffic, and turn on only when road 
sensors detect a vehicle getting 
closer,” reports Information Week. 

It’s hard for a car buff like me 
to imagine - I love to drive - but 
driverless automobiles will soon be 
everywhere. 

Self-driving cars have the oppor-
tunity to save the average erstwhile 
car owner a bundle. 

According to The Wall Street 
Journal, the average utilization rate 
for a typical car owner is only about 
5 percent - that means your car sits 
idle 95 percent of the time, a waste 
of money. 

When you include insurance 
costs, fuel, wear and tear and car 
payments, the average person is 
spending thousands a year to own 
a car - but would spend significantly 
less than that if he or she paid by 
the mile utilizing a self-driving car 
fleet. 

Ravi Shanker, a Morgan Stanley 
U.S. auto analyst, says self-driving 
cars could “contribute $1.3 trillion in 
annual savings to the U.S. economy 
alone,” reports The Journal - which 
will dramatically disrupt the auto 
manufacturing industry. 

What is happening to the auto-
mobile - as our technology is able 
to analyze and manage big data - is 
happening across every industry. 

We are at the cusp of another 
industrial revolution, also referred 
to as Industry 4.0 or the fourth 
industrial revolution, whereby inter-

connections between machines, 
systems, assets and people will 
enable massive improvements in 
efficiency and performance. 

Its scale, scope and complexity 
will be unlike anything humankind 
has yet experienced, according 
to Klaus Schwab, founder and 
executive chairman of the World 
Economic Forum (which will meet 
this month in Switzerland to discuss 
“Mastering the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution”). 

Hey, America, if we make some 
smart decisions - if we press our 
political class to unleash the collec-
tive genius of our most industrious 
people, great times are still ahead.

©2016 Tom Purcell. Tom Purcell, author 
of “Misadventures of a 1970’s Childhood” 
and “Sean McClanahan Mysteries,” 
available at Amazon.com, is a Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review humor columnist .
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These ladies met at Columbia Lakes to celebrate the “Battle of New 
Orleans” of the War of 1812.  The Micajah Fort Chapter of the U.S. Daugh-
ters of 1812 meets twice a year. To be eligible to join, your ancestor either 
should have fought in one of the 1812 battles, or was a government official, 
or voted during this time. For more information, please call (979) 345-3335

Pictured standing: Jimmie Bennett, Lana Newsom, Sandra Adams, Donna 
Loggins, Bartlett Ramsey, Dona Hatthorn, Claire Haynes, Judy James and 
Ann Phillips. Seated are: Dolyne Stevens, Kay Alcott, Lizzie Schwebel and 
Tissie Schwebel.

Celebrating the ‘Battle of New Orleans’

Single moms are the most sleep-deprived, but study concludes that we could all use some shut-eye
By Karen Kaplan
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Who are the most sleep-deprived 
people in America? Federal 
researchers say the answer is clear: 
single mothers.

A new report from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-

tion finds that 44 percent of single 
moms living with children under the 
age of 18 fall short of recommenda-
tions to get at least seven hours of 
shut-eye each night.

Single dads who live with their 
kids fare a little better — 38 percent 
of them sleep less than seven 

hours per night.
Overall, single parents had the 

worst odds of getting a good night’s 
sleep. But couples with children 
in their homes also suffered in the 
sleep department — 33 percent of 
them slept less than seven hours 
per night, compared with 31 per-
cent of adults who didn’t live with 
kids. That difference, while small, 
was statistically significant.

Although single moms were more 
sleep-deprived than single dads, 
the reverse was true for moms 
and dads living with their nuclear 
families. The report found that 34 
percent of these dads got less than 
seven hours of slumber, compared 

with 31 percent of moms. This small 
difference was also statistically 
significant.

Single parents also had the most 
trouble falling asleep and staying 
asleep, according to the report. 
Researchers found that 24 percent 
of single moms and 17 percent of 
single dads said they had trouble 
falling asleep at least four times 
a week. That compares with 14 
percent of moms and 10 percent of 
dads who live together.

In addition, 28 percent of single 
moms and 19 percent of single 
dads had trouble staying asleep 
four or more times a week. They 
were joined by 21 percent of moms 

and 13 percent of dads who lived 
with their partners.

However, couples living with 
children were better off in these 
respects than adults without kids 
in their homes. According to the 
report, 19 percent of these women 
had trouble falling asleep and 24 
percent of them had trouble staying 
asleep at least four times a week. 
For men, 13 percent had trouble 
falling asleep and 18 percent had 
trouble staying asleep at least four 
times a week.

In each type of family, women 
were more likely than men to report 
difficulty falling and staying asleep a 
majority of the time.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

The Bible has much to say 
about our spending habits

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: We had a great Christmas - until the credit card bills began arriv-
ing. That was months ago, but I don’t think we’ll ever get them paid off. I 
guess this isn’t a very spiritual question, but could you warn people about 
thoughtless spending? I wish someone had warned us. - Mrs. D. McD.

A: The Bible actually has a great deal to say about our money and how 
we should handle it. After all, God is concerned about every area of our 
lives, and money touches almost everything we do.

If you could go back six or eight months, what would you do differ-
ently as far as your money and your spending are concerned?  I suspect 
you’d be much more careful - spending less, making a realistic budget in 
advance, avoiding debt as much as possible, and so forth. You also might 
be more thoughtful about your gift giving, such as not trying to impress 
others or win their friendship by giving lavish gifts. You also would realize 
how debt can be like a heavy chain wrapped around your neck.

You can’t go back six or eight months, of course, but you can learn from 
them, and that is what I hope you’ll do. In other words, learn from the past, 
and don’t make the same mistakes six months from now! Limit your cur-
rent spending also, and do all you can to get out of debt, and stay out.

The most important thing you can do, however, is to commit your 
finances - and your whole lives - to Jesus Christ. God loves you, and He 
wants to teach you to use the money He’s given you wisely and for His 
glory. Let Jesus’ words guide your hearts and minds every day: “No one 
can serve two masters... You cannot serve both God and money” (Mat-
thew 6:24).

older are also needed to help with 
the book sale set-up that takes 
place Thursday, from 8:30 a.m. until 
noon.

For more information, or to 
volunteer, call Library Administration 
and ask for Lisa Gay. In the west 
or central areas of the county, call 
(979) 864-1505.  In the Brazosport 
area, dial (979) 388-1505. In the 
northern part of the county, call 
(281) 756-1505.

(Continued from Page 1)

County library system 
plans annual book sale

By Tim Henderson
Stateline.org (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Americans are 
heading South and West again in 
search of jobs and more affordable 
housing, as the nation’s economic 
health continues to improve.

Census population estimates 
show that the 16 states and the 

District of Columbia that comprise 
the South saw an increase of 
almost 1.4 million people between 
2014 and 2015. The 13 states in 
the West grew by about 866,000 
people.

The gains represent the largest 
annual growth in population of the 
decade for both regions and signal 

that the multi-decade migration to 
the Sun Belt has resumed after 
being interrupted by the Great 
Recession of 2007-09 and the 
economic sluggishness and anxiety 
that followed.

In comparison, population growth 
in the Northeast and the Midwest 
— including what’s known as the 
Snow Belt — remained sluggish, 
growing by about 258,000 residents 
combined.

“Clearly, the Snow Belt-to-Sun 
Belt migration is coming back after 
a huge lull in response to the reces-
sion and post-recession period,” 
said demographer William Frey, of 
the Brookings Institution. “Up until 
now, regional migration was not 
picking up at the same time that 
other economic indicators — jobs 
and housing — seemed to be on 
the upswing.”

The numbers indicate Americans’ 
growing willingness to pick up and 
go after having sat still earlier in 
the economically tenuous decade, 
when the U.S. Census Bureau 
reported that only 1 in 5 people who 
wanted to move somewhere else 
did so.

The new estimates, released last 
month, arrive midway through the 
decade, halfway to the next census, 
in 2020, and provide some indica-
tions of where the nation is headed 
from the standpoint of governing 
from Washington.

If the population shift continues, 
Texas could gain three new seats 
in the U.S. House, Florida two, and 
Arizona, Colorado, North Caro-
lina and Oregon one apiece after 
the next census, according to an 
analysis by Election Data Services, 
a political consulting firm based in 
Virginia.

Americans are on the move again, heading South, West Alvin College to host Big Band Concert

Jazz and swing dance enthusiasts will take to the dance floor during the 
Alvin Community College Big Band Concert on Feb. 6.

The 17th Annual  Evening of Big Band Music with the Alvin Community 
Band will start at 7 p.m., and the last dance will be at 10 p.m. at the Nolan 
Ryan Center.

There will also be a silent auction at the concert.
The Big Swing Jazz Orchestra will perform for the concert.
Funds raised at the event will go directly to the Music Department and 

alumni scholarships.
Tickets are $15 and will include admission to the dance and light 

refreshments throughout the evening. Tickets are available at the Music 
Department, the Administrative office and at the ACC Marketplace online 
at www.alvincollege.edu. They also will be sold at the door.

The dance will be at the Nolan Ryan Center and will run from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. For more information about the event, 
call (281) 756-3600.
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Look for us on 
Facebook

Disney closes some attractions to build ‘Star Wars’ land
By Hugo Martin
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — To make way 
for “Star Wars,” Disneyland is about 
to launch its largest expansion 
ever, which means shutting down 
a significant chunk of the Anaheim 
theme park.

In January, 10 attractions and 
eateries will close — some tempo-
rarily, some permanently — only a 
few months after the resort hiked 
the price of annual passes as much 
as 31 percent.  Disneyland’s biggest 
rival, Universal Studios Hollywood, 
unveiled a widely anticipated Harry 
Potter attraction last year.

For any other operation, charging 
customers more and giving them 
less would be a perilous business 
strategy, especially if the competi-
tion is upping its game. Not so  

here. “At the end of the day, you 
won’t see any attendance drop,” 
said Dennis Speigel, a theme park 
consultant and president of Inter-
national Theme Park Services in 
Cincinnati. “The tourists will come, 
hell or high water.”

Instead, the construction project 
to build a new “Star Wars” area is 
likely to demonstrate the devotion 
of hard-core Disney fans. Disney 
officials won’t say whether the 
announced closures and the annual 
pass price hike have affected pass 
sales so far. During the quarter that 
ended Oct. 3 — before the closures 
and the price hikes were announced 
— Walt Disney Co. reported a 15 
percent jump in attendance at all 
domestic parks.

Park executives don’t seem 
worried, noting that Disneyland 

has added several new features in 
recent months to appeal to devoted 
“Star Wars” fans. Disney acquired 
Lucasfilm, along with the “Star 
Wars” franchise, in 2012 for $4 
billion. In Tomorrowland, the Space 
Mountain and Star Tours rides have 
been overhauled to include special 
effects borrowed from the recently 
released movie “Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens.”

An underused area in the Innova-
tions building of Tomorrowland 
has been converted into Star Wars 
Launch Bay, a hall where parkgoers 
can play “Star Wars” video games, 
buy merchandise and meet cos-
tumed characters from the movie. 
The Galactic Grill eatery now sells 
treats inspired by “Star Wars” char-
acters, such as a dessert dubbed 
Darth by Chocolate. 

A view of the Star Tours entrance during the media preview of Star 
Wars Season of The Force on Nov. 12, 2015 in Anaheim, Calif. (Allen J. 
Schaben/Los Angeles Times/TNS)
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The Brazosport College Department of Music will present its annual Klas-
sical Kids concert at 2:30 p.m. on Friday, February 21.

The Klassical Kids concert features contestants, chosen by audition, in a 
showcase of top talent of ages 8 to 18 from the Brazosport area.

Auditions will be held on Sunday  Jan.  24. Applications and further 
information can be found on The Clarion at Brazosport College Web site at 
www.brazosport.edu/clarion.

The concert is loosely based on the NPR radio program “From the Top” 
and hosted by Department of Music faculty member Rodney Mason. Admis-
sion is free, and the public is invited to attend.

Klassical Kids concert set for Feb. 21

County awarded high credit rating
Brazoria County was awarded one of the highest credit rating from 

Standard & Poor’s this month. In early fall 2015, the County also received 
one of the highest credit rating score from Moody’s Investor Service. A third 
high credit score from Fitch Ratings confirms the county’s strong and stable 
economic base.

According to Standard & Poor’s (S&P) report, their rating for Brazoria 
County was based on its strong economy, strong management, strong 
budgetary performance and strong institutional framework score. As Brazoria 
County continues to expand, so does the local economic base. This growth 
enables a strong budgetary flexibility and performance, and allows the 
county to absorb any potential softening of the economy, reported  S&P.

Standard & Poor’s Rating Service awarded Brazoria County with its ‘AA+’ 
long-term rating, along with the Moody’s rating of an Aa1 and Fitch rating of 
AA+; all three ratings are the 2nd highest out of 19 possible ratings.

“We will continue to strive to manage the County’s finances as conserva-
tively as possible; and I am pleased that Standard and Poor’s and Moody’s 
Investor Service has recognized this with upgraded bond ratings,” said 
County Judge Matt Sebesta.
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accountant or tax professional can help with this problem.”
One way you can minimize your tax liability is to shift as much income into 

long-term capital gains as possible. Investment assets held for more than 
365 days are generally taxed at a much lower rate than ordinary income or 
short-term capital gains (those held for less than 365 days). This reality can 
influence investment choices for many individuals.

Individuals whose income varies from year to year might want to con-
sider shifting some of that income to the next calendar year, to more evenly 
distribute their income over time. This can help you to avoid paying very high 
tax rates one year, and then very low tax rates the next year. For instance, 
salespeople, those working on commission or expecting a bonus, can ask 
their employers to defer a December payment until January. In some cases, 
waiting a couple extra weeks for a check can mean thousands of dollars in 
tax savings.

                      MAXIMIZE 401(k) CONTRIBUTIONS
A 401(k) plan ranks as one of the best ways to manage one’s tax liability, 

but it requires some advance planning. An individual can contribute up to 
$18,000 of pretax income to a qualified 401(k) plan each year, and when it’s 
matched by an employer, the individual gets an automatic 100 percent return 
on their investment. The catch with 401(k) plans is that since the money is 
intended for retirement, it can’t be withdrawn until the individual is 59 1/2 
years old. Any funds withdrawn before that time face hefty fines and taxes 
from the IRS.

However, not everyone has access to a 401(k) plan, and some people 
who do might not take full advantage of it because they want to save more 
than $18,000 annually. For those facing that dilemma, maximizing deduc-
tions is critical. Some of the most important and common tax deductions 
include those for mortgage interest, student loan interest, charitable contribu-
tions, union dues and foreign taxes. Smart planning can help you identify 
and take advantage of all the deductions for which you’re eligible.

                                   MAXIMIZE TAX CREDITS
Although tax deductions lower one’s taxable income, they do not lower 

taxes as much as tax credits do. A $100 deduction for a person at the 25 per-
cent rate will lower tax liability by $25. In contrast, a $100 tax credit lowers 
tax liability by $100. Tax credits vary from year to year, and small business 
owners can take advantage of several credits not available to most individu-
als. Still, there are tax credits even the average employee can take advan-
tage of with proper planning.

Common tax credits include the earned income tax credit, the American 
opportunity tax credit and the child tax credit. Under the child tax credit, indi-
viduals are given up to a $1,000 credit for each qualifying child under the age 
of 17. This credit only applies to individuals with incomes under $110,000 for 
married couples, and under $75,000 for those filing individually. The earned 
income tax credit applies to those with low incomes.

Finally, the American opportunity credit is available to people who have 
college education expenses, and whose modified adjusted gross income is 
$80,000 or less, or $160,000 or less for married couples filing jointly. The 
credit can be worth up to $2,500, but the value drops as an individual’s 
income increases.

(Continued from Page 1)
3 ways to plan ahead for tax season now

Property tax deadline approaching; extended to Feb. 1 because end of January falls on weekend
Ro’Vin Garrett, Brazoria County 

Tax Assessor-Collector, wants to 
remind county taxpayers the last 
day to pay property taxes without 
addition of penalty and interest is 
fast approaching.

“Normally January 31 is the last 
day to pay”, said Garrett,

Garrett continued, “January 31 
falls on Sunday this year.  State law 

requires the delinquency date be 
extended to the next business day, 
which is February 1.  All tax pay-
ments received in person, online, or 
post marked NO LATER than Febru-
ary 1, 2016 will be accepted as a 
timely payment”.

Garrett wants taxpayers to know 
all of the different ways to pay prop-
erty taxes. “All Brazoria County Tax 

Office locations accept cash, money 
orders, over-the-counter credit 
cards, and debit cards, but I do 
encourage credit card and electronic 
check customers to “Go Online and 
Avoid Standing in Line” by visiting 
the tax roll on line at www.brazoria-
county.com/tax.  There they will 
find a link to a searchable tax roll 
in order to locate their account and 
make an on line payment.  Custom-
ers can also find information as to 
the address of all eight tax office 
locations within the county on this 
site,” Garrett stated. 

Garrett points out there are fees 
for paying with debit, credit, and 
electronic check. Those without 
internet access may pay using a 

credit card by calling Pay by Phone 
(toll free) 1-866-549-1010, using 
Bureau Code #5820032.  Par-
tial payments in any amount are 
accepted.

“I want taxpayers to know that 
no part of the convenience fee for 
paying by credit, debit or electronic 
check is retained by the county.  It 
is paid directly to the third party pro-
viding the credit card and electronic 
check service, as per state law,” 
Garrett said.

Payments by check or money 
order (do not mail cash) may be 
mailed but postmarks are critical. To 
avoid late penalties, obtain a post-
mark validation from the post office.

Garrett wants taxpayers to know 

regardless of when a mail in pay-
ment is received or when it is actu-
ally processed, it will be receipted 
using the date on the USPS 
cancellation stamp.  “Because of the 
volume of mail received in January 
it takes a bit longer than usual to 
process each day’s work.  Taxpay-
ers should not worry about being 
considered late if we do not actually 
process their payment before Feb. 
2 as long as the USPS postmark is 
Feb. 1 or earlier”, Garrett noted.   In 
addition to the mail, payments may 
be dropped in the Tax Office drop 
box in Angleton. All payments left 
in the box are assumed received 
timely if in the box before start of 
business the next day.
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SIDELINE CHATTER
watch movies on my own big digital 
screen, although not as big as the 
one in the theater. 

At home I can pause the movie 
while I go to the bathroom. The 
other day I missed a few minutes 
of “Star Wars” during my short exit. 
Luckily, the plot was so shallow that 
I really didn’t miss much. Plus, I 
overheard in the bathroom how the 
movie ends from a bunch of kids 
who saw an earlier showing. Spoiler 
brats.

I wait to see these big movies 
after the opening fever dies 
down and the theater is not all 
that crowded. Many people like 
the excitement of opening night, 
scrambling for a good seat and 
dodging a sneeze or two, but I like 
a little space between me and other 
theatergoers.

I also like to buy a budget snack 
pack, but if the line at the conces-
sion stand is too long, I do without 
it. At home, I can pause the movie 
while I make myself a snack. Food 
for thought.

My snack selection at home is 
also better, since I don’t really like 
popcorn. It gets between my teeth 
and bothers me throughout the 
movie. But that’s the main snack at 

theaters, and it’s very expensive. 
Popcorn is cheap to make, but 
theaters have to earn a profit some 
way other than charging admission, 
much of which is soaked up by the 
movie.

Some sneak snacks into the 
movie, but I don’t want to fool with it. 
The movie is two or so hours long. 
I’m not going to starve if I don’t eat 
something for two hours.

If you have a choice of seeing 
a movie in 3-D, do it. All movies 
should be made in 3-D. What a dif-
ference it makes.

I would have rewritten the plot a 
little, especially the ending. I cannot 
tell you how I would have ended 
it because, for some reason, the 
ending is some sort of big, deep 
secret. 

Anyone uttering it is is made to 
feel as if they have committed a 
sin, even though it is actually pretty 
predictable. I wasn’t all that shocked 
when I heard it in the restroom.

I would have ended it differently. 
I also would have rewritten the 
“Inception” movie. I would have 
kept the wife alive, taken out all the 
shootings and made it into a love 
story. But it is one of my favorite 
movies, despite its flaws.

The “Matrix” trilogy would have 

looked great in 3-D. Those movies 
had some pretty good writing, and 
the plot hung together well. I would 
have tweaked it a little though when 
they had that huge underground 
battle between the humans and 
machines.

The movie had the human fight-
ers in those big robots completely 
exposed. I would have put some 
protective metal shield around them. 
That way, more humans would have 
survived and subsequently enjoyed 
victory over the robots.

I also would have made the 
humans look cleaner. Just because 
they live underground doesn’t mean 

that they have to be dirty.
And, I would have not killed off 

Neo, Keanu Reeve’s character, 
physically, so he could marry his 
girlfriend and start a family. But 
I guess the Wachowski brothers 
knew what they were doing, making 
him part of some sort of spiritual 
machine world.

Well, that concludes my rare 
movie theater experience and a 
columnist’s view of how movies and 
their scripts could be improved with 
just a little more effort.

I would also take the credits away 
at the end. Hardly anybody reads 
them, anyway. I never do.

At the movies: How I would tweak blockbusters and change the endings
(Continued from Page 1)

‘Star Wars’ sets record U.S. box office tally
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES—“Star Wars: The Force Awakens” officially became the 
highest grossing movie in U.S. history Wednesday, not adjusting for inflation.

The Walt Disney Co. movie has surpassed the previous domestic record 
of $760.5 million held by the 2009 James Cameron blockbuster, “Avatar,” 
according to studio estimates, achieving the landmark feat in just 20 days.

Actual studio box-office figures will not be released until Thursday morn-
ing. However, the movie had grossed $758.2 million in ticket sales from 
the U.S. and Canada as of Tuesday, guaranteeing the threshold would be 
passed Wednesday.

“The Force Awakens,” the seventh film in the Lucasfilm space saga, has 
broken numerous records around the world since its release on the night of 
Dec. 17.

Its first domestic weekend generated $248 million in ticket sales, shatter-
ing the previous benchmark set with the June launch of Universal Pictures’ 
“Jurassic World.”

It has also proved an impressive draw internationally, posting the biggest 
opening weekends in some other countries, including Germany, Australia 
and Russia. It crossed the global $1-billion mark in 12 days, faster than any 
previous movie.

However, it remains to be seen whether the film can reach “Avatar’s” 
worldwide record of nearly $2.8 billion. Analysts expect “Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens” to eventually gross more than $2 billion, a benchmark 
reached only by “Avatar” and “Titanic.” Much depends on how the film fares 
in China, the world’s second-largest movie market, where it arrived recently.

“The Force Awakens’” global tally now stands at about $1.56 billion, 
making it the fourth-highest grossing movie worldwide so far. 

Hold that line, kids! Hold that 
line!

The Wisconsin Interscholastic 
Athletic Association, acting in the 
cloak of good sportsmanship, has 
banned high-school students from 
chanting the following at basket-
ball games:

“Fundamentals!”
“Sieve!”
“We can’t hear you!”
“Air ball!”
“You can’t do that!”
“There’s a net there!”
“Scoreboard!”
“Season’s over!” 
But look on the bright side, 

kids: The banned list didn’t say 
anything about George Carlin’s 
seven magic words!

Headlines
—At SportsPickle.com: “NCAA 

awards Alabama players their 
$0.00 championship bonus.”

—At Fark.com: “Bengals gonna 
Bengal.”

Fact of the Week
Mike Pettine is the fifth Browns 

coach in eight years to lose his 
job after a season-ending loss to 
the Steelers.

Heads up
Hothead costs the Bengals a 

playoff win? Cue the first “Burfict 
storm” headline in 3 … 2 … 1 …

Giant wedding?
The Eagles have interviewed 

Tom Coughlin, the 69-year-old 
ex-Giants coach, to fill their head-
coaching vacancy.

Something old, something 
blue? Hey, this marriage just 
might work.

Talking the talk
—Brad Dickson of the Omaha 

(Neb.) World-Herald, on Johnny 
Football: “Johnny Manziel has 
appeared in so many possibly 
alcohol-related videos, he’s been 
named an honorary Clydesdale.”

—Reader Ryan Bradley, via 
Twitter, to SportsPickle.com: “If 
the Bengals beat themselves, 
does that mean Marvin Lewis 
finally won a playoff game?”

Doubling their pleasure
Seahawk fans call themselves 

the 12s. So what did that make 
Ken Griffey Jr. fanatics last week 
— the 24s?

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)
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drop compared to the same month 
a year earlier, while the number of 
political ads soared to more than 
27,000 that month alone, accord-
ing to the analysis. Actual car and 
light truck sales rose just 5 percent 
even as the nation rose 16 percent, 
according to data from Kelley Blue 
Book.

The flood of political commercials 
on broadcast TV in 2012, which 
bumped car ads off the air in local 
markets across the U.S., may 
have slowed the rise of new auto 
sales on average by 1 percent in 
September 2012 and 1.5 percent in 
October 2012 and could have been 
three times as much in the most 
intensely targeted political markets, 
according to the analysis, which 
was conducted by Ken Goldstein, 
a professor at University of San 
Francisco and an analyst for Bloom-
berg Politics, and Carly Urban, an 
economics professor at Montana 
State University.

“We relied heavily on TV during 
that cycle and Ohio was carpet 
bombed with political TV ads in the 

months before the 2012 election,” 
said Bernie Moreno, who runs The 
Collection Auto Group, a chain of 
car dealerships in the Cleveland 
area. “We were not able to get our 
message out as effectively,”

The race for the White House 
has already pumped more than 
an estimated $98 million into local 
broadcast television advertising, 
according to data from CMAG, 
adding up to more than 95,000 ads 
mostly in Iowa and New Hampshire, 
which kick-off the presidential nomi-
nating process next month.

During this election season, 
CMAG estimates that local stations 
may get $3.6 billion in political ad 
spending, a 12.5 percent increase 
compared to four years ago.

The tension comes as auto deal-
ers try to maintain momentum from 
a record 17.5 million deliveries of 
new car and light trucks in the U.S. 
in 2015, a 5.7 percent gain from the 
previous year, according to Auto-
data Corp., which tracks auto sales. 
Analysts already say 2016 sales 
growth will slow and could be more 
susceptible to outside forces. Sales 

may rise 3.4 percent to 18.1 million 
this year, according to Edmunds, 
while Kelley Blue Book says sales 
may range from 17.5 million to 18 
million.

“When you talk about looking 
at 2016 as one that’s following a 
record year, obviously it’s not too 
difficult for us to see the market con-
tract,” Alec Gutierrez, an analyst for 
Kelley Blue Book, said. “Depending 
upon on what economic conditions 
look like around the election this 
year, there certainly could be a little 
bit more of an impact this year than 
we’ve seen in the past.”

Balancing the needs of political 
campaigns and long-time clients like 
auto dealerships is a delicate act for 
stations. In 2014, auto dealers spent 
$8.1 billion on advertising with the 
average dealer allotting $114,145 to 
TV spots, according to the National 
Automobile Dealers Association. 
That ranks them among the most 
important clients for local stations.

TV executives bend over back-
wards in advance of the election 
season to make sure they’re taken 
care of, according to Steve Lanz-

ano, head of TVB, a trade associa-
tion for broadcasters that includes 
almost 700 TV stations. The rise of 
digital advertising has already been 
eating into TV stations’ profits.

“If those clients come back, that’s 
fine,” said Goldstein. “If those clients 
desert or are pushed out of TV 
during the political year and then 
don’t come back, then these TV 
stations get the short-term benefit 
of political dollars but might lose the 
huge long-term benefit of what’s 
traditionally been their biggest 
advertisers — local auto dealers.”

Lanzano is skeptical about the 
effect political ads have on national 
auto sales, noting there are really 
only a few battle ground states 
saturated with political ads for the 
presidential race. 

Annual autos sales have fallen 
only twice during presidential elec-

tion years since Lyndon Johnson 
beat Barry Goldwater in 1964, 
according to Edmunds.

“I’ve never seen a direct correla-
tion between auto sales and political 
years,” Lanzano said. “The stations 
are very good about trying to be 
accommodating to the advertisers 
that are with them 365 days of a 
year versus those with them four 
to six weeks, maybe, every other 
year.”

Local TV stations love election 
years and the money that flows in 
from campaigns desperate to reach 
their viewers, especially from out-
side political groups that have deep 
pockets. Unlike candidates, those 
groups aren’t guaranteed the lowest 
rates available. The flood of ads and 
the last minute nature of their buys, 
often mean that those super-PACs 
are paying substantially more.

(Continued from Page 1)

Nobody hates political ads more than car dealers, as prices rise and campaigns buy up the time
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Carmakers showcase their newest gadgets at the Consumer Electronics Convention
By Andrea Chang
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LAS VEGAS — Speed and cars 
go hand in hand, whether you’re 
talking acceleration, tight turns in 
the corners or how high the speed-
ometer will go.

Speed and car companies? Not 
so much.

Tired of being cast as stodgy 
behemoths, a dozen of the world’s 
largest automakers have descended 
upon CES, turning the annual con-
sumer electronics convention into 
practically an auto show of sorts. 
The car brands say they’re taking 
cues from pure tech companies on 
what it takes to go faster: faster to 

innovate, faster to change, faster to 
bring new products to market.

Faraday Future, a fresh-out-of-
the-gate Los Angeles-area auto-
maker, is leading that drive. The 
company — already being labeled 
a major Tesla rival in the making 
— used CES to reveal its hotly 
anticipated electric concept car, 

the Batmobile-esque FFZERO1. 
Faraday plans to bring a more 
approachable production vehicle 
to consumers in the next couple of 
years, a short timeline for a com-
pany that formed 18 months ago.

“We must anticipate the future 
and act upon it with speed, decisive-
ness and a willingness to be more 
like a technology company rather 
than an automotive company,” Nick 
Sampson, Faraday’s senior vice 
president of research and develop-
ment and product development, 
said at the company’s unveiling 
event Monday night.

Sampson, who previously worked 
at Tesla Motors, elaborated further 
during an interview with the Los 
Angeles Times on Wednesday.

“With consumer electronics, 
there’s (always) new stuff coming 
out. It’s bang bang bang — it’s new, 
it’s better — whereas the car indus-
try moves a lot more slowly,” he said 
at Faraday’s booth in the Las Vegas 
Convention Center.

“They’re like a supertanker 
— they just take so long to change 
direction, where we’re looking to be 
more nimble and fast.”

More established car companies, 
after decades of resisting major 
change, are echoing that sentiment, 
acknowledging that they would 
benefit from leaving behind the 
slow-to-change ways of Detroit in 
favor of the bold thinking and rapid 
advances characteristic of Silicon 
Valley. Instead of comparing them-
selves to one another, they’re look-
ing to Apple, Google, Facebook and 
startups for inspiration as they push 

for a future where connected cars 
double as rolling entertainment hubs 
and, eventually, drive themselves.

“Today, the pace accelerates 
even more,” General Motors Chief 
Executive Mary Barra said Wednes-
day during her keynote address. “I 
have no doubt the auto industry will 
change more in the next five to 10 
years than it has in the last 50.”

Moments later, she introduced the 
2017 Chevrolet Bolt EV, an electric 
vehicle with a more than 200-mile 
range that will cost about $30,000 
after government incentives. In 
describing the new vehicle, Barra 
said it was more than just a car 
— “it’s an upgradable platform for 
new technologies.”

Other auto brands drew similar 
tech comparisons. Volkswagen 
introduced its electric e-Golf Touch 
car as a “smartphone on wheels.” 
Faraday’s head designer, Richard 
Kim, said the FFZERO1 was “an 
extreme tablet on wheels.”

Changing consumer preferences 
are forcing the upheaval. Last year, 
nearly two-thirds of consumers said 
they would switch car brands to get 
a vehicle with all the technological 
upgrades they wanted, an increase 
of 9 percentage points from 2014, 
according to data released at CES 
by Autotrader. And 77 percent of 
respondents said they prioritized 
technology over car color, an 8-
percentage-point bump. Features 
such as collision avoidance, backup 
cameras and adaptive cruise control 
“are now considered to be standard 
must-haves,” said Rachelle Petusky, 
a research analyst at Autotrader.
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Jan. 18: ON THIS DATE 
in 1778, Capt. James Cook 
discovered the Sandwich Islands, 
now known as Hawaii. In 1943, 
by government order, American 
bakeries stopped selling sliced 
bread to save steel for cutting 
machinery for the war effort.

Jan. 19: ON THIS DATE in 
1966, Indira Gandhi became 
prime minister of India, follow-
ing in the footsteps of her father, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the nation’s 
first prime minister. In 1976, the 
Beatles turned down a $30 million 
offer to hold a reunion concert.

Jan. 20: ON THIS DATE in 
1958, singer Elvis Presley got his 

draft notice. He was given 60 days 
to finish making the movie “King 
Creole” before reporting for duty. 
In 1981, 52 American hostages in 
Iran were released after 444 days 
- just minutes after the presidency 
passed from Jimmy Carter to 
Ronald Reagan.

Jan. 21: ON THIS DATE in 
1793, King Louis XVI of France 
was executed on the guillotine by 
revolutionaries. In 1977, on his first 
full day in office, President Carter 
pardoned almost all Vietnam War 
draft evaders.

Jan. 22: ON THIS DATE in 1944, 
American troops established a 
beachhead at Anzio after landing 
on the Italian coast during World 
War II. In 1973, in its Roe vs. Wade 
decision, the U.S. Supreme Court 
legalized most abortions.

Jan. 23: ON THIS DATE in 1849, 
Elizabeth Blackwell became the 
first woman to graduate from a U.S. 

medical school. In 1973, President 
Nixon announced that an accord 
had been reached to end the 
Vietnam War.

Jan. 24: ON THIS DATE in 
1848, sawmill builder James 
Marshall’s discovery of gold in a 
branch of the Sacramento River 
near Coloma, Calif., set off the 
California Gold Rush. In 1965, 
Sir Winston Churchill, the iconic 
former British prime minister 
during war and peacetime, died at 
age 90.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1953, chimpan-
zee J. Fred Muggs joined the cast 
of NBC’s “Today Show.”

This week’s question: Before 
the United States joined NATO 
in 1949, it had made a military 
alliance with only one other nation 
in its history. What country was 
this, and during which war did it 
happen?

‘Gone with the Wind’ still leads ‘Star Wars’ gross
The Abandoned: Desperate for 

employment, a young single mom 
works as a night security guard at a 
sprawling and unfinished mansion 
in this psychological thriller. With 
Jason Patric and Louisa Krause. 
Written by Ido Fluk, story by Fluk 
and Eytan Rockaway. Directed by 
Rockaway. IFC Midnight

Aferim! In 1835 Eastern Europe, 
a gendarme and his son search for 
a runaway gyspy slave, encounter-
ing a variety of ethnicities, on their 
journey. Directed by Radu Jude. Big 
World Pictures

All Mistakes Buried: Separated 
from his wife and battling drug 

addiction, a man ventures into the 
seedier side of his Louisiana town 
to retrieve a stolen necklace. With 
Sam Trammell, Vanessa Ferlito. 
Directed by Tim McCann. Breaking 
Glass Pictures

Band of Robbers: Modern-
day twist on Huck Finn and Tom 
Sawyer, reimagined as a recent 
parolee and a crooked cop. With 
Kyle Gallner, Adam Nee, Matthew 
Gray Gubler. Written and directed 
by Aaron Nee & Adam Nee. Gravi-
tas Ventures

The Boy: In an English village, a 
young American woman is hired to 
care for an 8-year-old, who appears 

to be a life-sized doll. With Lauren 
Cohan, Rupert Evans, Jim Norton. 
Written by Stacey Menear. Directed 
by William Brent Bell. STX Enter-
tainment

Dirty Grandpa: Ambitious Zac 
Efron jeopardizes his upcoming 
marriage when he reluctantly takes 
troublemaking grandfather Robert 
De Niro to spring break in Florida. 
With Aubrey Plaza. Written by John 
Phillips. Directed by Dan Mazer. 
Lionsgate

Exposed: The mystery behind 
his partner’s death leads a police 
detective to corruption within the 
department and an enigmatic young 
woman. With Ana de Armas, Keanu 
Reeves, Christopher McDonald, 
Mira Sorvino. Written by Gee Malik 
Linton. Directed by Declan Dale. 
Lionsgate Premiere

The 5th Wave: Four deadly 
surges have left the world ravaged 
and a teen must trust a mysterious 
young man to save her brother. 
With Chloë Grace Moretz, Nick 
Robinson. Written by Susannah 
Grant and Akiva Goldsman & Jeff 
Pinkner. Directed by J Blakeson. 
Columbia Pictures

IP Man 3: Donnie Yen returns as 
the real-life grandmaster who men-
tored Bruce Lee, this time taking 
on gangsters led by Mike Tyson. 
Directed by Wilson Yip. WellGo 
USA Entertainment.

Winter-spring movie sneak previews: Jan. 22 releases
By Rich Heldenfels
Akron Beacon Journal (TNS)

Ever since “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” flew into theaters in Decem-
ber, the huge crowds have had people asking when it might become the 
all-time box-office champion.

The Walt Disney Co. has proclaimed it “the highest grossing film of all 
time in the domestic market, surpassing the $760.5 million lifetime gross of 
‘Avatar’ in a record-shattering 20 days of release.”

The announcement did not say exactly how much The Force Awakens 
had made, but it is still doing well at the U.S. box office. It’s also racking up 
big numbers overseas.

But is it really the “highest grossing film of all time”? In raw numbers, 
yes. With inflation factored in, though, it’s not even close.

According to Box Office Mojo, “Avatar” still stands ahead of “Star Wars.” 
After adjusting ticket prices for inflation, “Avatar’s” take, including the origi-
nal showings and a re-release, is more than $837 million.

Of course, “The Force Awakens” could pass that figure. Which would put 
it in 13th place all-time.

Box Office Mojo’s inflation calculations have “Avatar” in 14th, behind 
such films as “The Exorcist,” “Ben-Hur” and the original animated “101 
Dalmatians.”

Topping the inflation-adjusted list is “Gone With the Wind,” at more than 
$1.7 billion. Second is “The Force Awakens’” sibling, the original “Star 
Wars” at about $1.5 billion. Finishing the top five: “The Sound of Music,” 
“E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial” and “Titanic.”

Of course, explaining how many tickets were sold to each movie would 
make more sense in assessing a film’s popularity. But the movie industry 
wants to impress you with its success, and dollar figures look better than 
the number of people in the seats.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Audio problem
4 Finish paying a bill, perhaps
10 Controlled
14 Radio host Glass
15 Ethically indifferent
16 Adidas rival
17 *Motown Records founder
19 Baptismal basin
20 Spanish royalty
21 Oceanic reflux

23 Jessica of “Dark Angel”
24 *Cubs broadcaster known for 
singing along with “Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game” during the seventh-
inning stretch
27 Mental grasp
29 McCain or McCaskill: Abbr.
30 Tummy muscles
32 Circular gasket
34 Time at the inn
38 Shad eggs

39 Biblical trio ... and a homophonic 
hint to the answers to starred clues
42 Have a mortgage, e.g.
43 Send to the canvas
45 Graceful swimmers
46 Pull down
47 Dorm monitors, briefly
50 Windpipe, e.g.
52 *”That’ll Be the Day” singer
56 Grand Forks locale: Abbr.
59 “It’s finally clear to me”
60 Accustom
61 Sushi option
62 *Longtime “60 Minutes” closer
66 Follow, or follower
67 Listen to, as a podcast
68 Bearded beast
69 Suburban street liners
70 Physical jerks
71 Blather

DOWN
1 Heavenly scales
2 Spinning
3 *”The [52-Across] Story” Oscar 
nominee
4 Big name in chips
5 Texter’s “Unbelievable!”
6 Icky stuff
7 Rink legend Bobby
8 Sound system control
9 Spacecraft data-collection passes
10 Lounging robes
11 To have, in Le Havre
12 Lavin or Blair
13 Swabby’s chum
18 Gather
22 Abbr. in ancient dates
24 Mata __
25 Words before and after “is still” in 
“As Time Goes By”
26 Time extension?
28 Garage service
30 Storied vessel
31 Flapper’s wrap
33 Google Apps component
35 *”Football Night in America” 
analyst
36 Knock the socks off
37 Still
40 Professor Ôiggins
41 Sydney is its cap.
44 Tough times
48 Writer Rand
49 Young pigs
51 Latin word on a cornerstone
52 Please, in Potsdam
53 Same as always
54 Jeans material
55 Come clean
57 Place for matches
58 Light a fire under
60 Charged atoms
63 Genes material
64 “I’m listening”
65 Grand Canyon viewing spot
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
LION  ZEBRA  CAMEL  PANDA  LLAMA  DONKEY  MONKEY
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: GAWKY  ABASH  CLOTHE  EXCITE
Answer: What the crook discovered when the police dog caught him -- THE LAW HAS TEETH

Tribune Content Agency
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Put 

a positive spin on your appearance 
this week. Change your cloth-
ing style or haircut. You’re likely 
to attract people who are a good 
influence on you or who can help 

you make a success.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 

You’ll have better luck using leni-
ency in the week ahead. A bit of 
compassion and sympathy will 
work much better in sticky situa-
tions than being strict, exacting 

and disapproving.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The 

most favorable results are readily 
apparent. Play or converse with 
others in the week ahead to gain 
their trust and assistance. You 
might easily develop firm support-

ers for the future.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): 

Take advantage of clear intellect to 
balance the checkbook or research 
hard facts. New procedures or 
technology can make your life 
easier in the week ahead if you’ll 
just give them a try.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Adver-
tise your best qualities to gain 
recognition in the upcoming week. 
Sociable old dogs won’t neces-
sarily learn new tricks, but friendly 
tails are wagging, especially in the 
workplace.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
When there’s a job to be done, 
you roll up your sleeves and dive 
right in. If you take pride in your 
accomplishments and display a 
“can do” attitude, you’re unlikely to 
fail this week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The 
little details add up to a lot. Listen 
to the well-intentioned advice of 
others in the week to come. Your 
favorite someone could become 
testy if overworked or subjected to 
criticism.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Set the bar high, but not too high. 
Trying to attain impossible to reach 

heights of perfection this week 
could cause frustration. True love-
birds will get together for a mutual 
preening session.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Get some extra sleep in the 
week ahead, as your schedule 
could become complicated. Avoid 
passing on gossip; what you say 
could carry weight and you might 
be tagged as the source.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You can beat your chest in the 
week ahead. Enjoy opportunities 
to take pride in your success and 
share it with those in your inner 
circle. Your drive and ambition 
have no bounds.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Picky people might put you in your 
place during the upcoming week. 
Avoid being demanding, aggres-
sive, or overly competitive and you 
can avoid becoming embroiled in a 
personal controversy.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Focus on lasting values and long-
term results in the week to come. 
The quick fix or the easy way out 
might have hidden problems that 
end up causing more work or 
bother in the long run.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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