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Now that the holiday haze is 
over, and we’re back to the real 
world, it’s time 
to make some 
resolutions.

Everybody 
is making 
their own, so 
I thought it 
would be inter-
esting to once 
again this time 
of the year, come up with a few 
different promises, promises.

1) In 2016, I will try to finish a 
book I am writing, although that’s 
a big if. There is always something 
else that needs to be done, like 
working on The Bulletin. I’m not 
complaining, though. The paper 
has been good to us, but it’s hard 
to work multiple jobs. Fun, but 
hard.

2) In 2016, I will try to spend 
less time on Facebook. I broke 
this one last year right after I 
wrote it. Hold on, I got a message. 
I’ll be right back. Well, that one 
got broken fast enough. Let’s try 
again.

3) In 2016, I will be more 
tolerant towards people I run into 
whom I have not seen for a long 
time and who start a political 
discussion within a few minutes of 
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What could determine the 
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OK HONEY, PROMISE ME YOU WON’T GET MAD: A 78-year-old 
Edgewater, Fla., man admitted to his wife that he had been unfaithful 
to her multiple times 40 years ago. In response, she threatened him 
with a beer bottle and then cornered him with a kitchen knife, but he ran 
outside, so she tried to run him over with her car.

HELLO OFFICER … FUNNY STORY: A man who was burglarizing a 
home in Bonn, Germany, went into a storeroom on the premises, and the 
door slammed behind him, locking him in. He had to call the police to ask 
them to come and let him out.

SOME PEOPLE JUST WONT LEARN A LESSON: A man, who had 
to go to the police station in St. Petersburg, Fla., to pick up court papers 
detailing his involvement in an auto theft, drove there in a stolen car. He 
was arrested.

SOMEHOW, WE WOULD HAVE FIGURED THAT OUT: After leading 
police on a high-speed chase in a stolen car, a man with a long criminal 
history abandoned the vehicle and hid in some bushes near a park in 
Gladstone, Ore. He surrendered when a police dog sniffed him out, and 
was wearing a T-shirt that said, “Warning, I do dumb things.”

O.K., I REALIZE THAT THIS LOOKS BAD: A man was arrested for 
drunk driving in Orlando, Fla., after he rear-ended a police car.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN ‘I’M OVERREACTING!’ A man started scream-
ing at workers and throwing things off the counter at a McDonald’s in 
Carlsbad, N.M. after one of them mistakenly put pickles on his order. The 
cops came and threw him out.

WE JUST THOUGHT HE WALKED WITH A LIMP: A shoplifter stuffed 
a large drill down his pants and walked out of a hardware store in Bugu-
ruslan, Russia, unnoticed by employees. Police arrested him a day later 
after reviewing surveillance footage.

YEAH, WE KNOW JUST WHERE THEY ARE: Three burglars with 
$6,000 worth of stolen goods were arrested after leading police on a 
high-speed chase through three counties in Florida. The cops had no 
problem keeping the suspects in sight, because they were driving a U-
Haul truck.

NO, I’M FINE, REALLY: A 72-year-old grandfather walked out of his 
home in Rajasthan, India, to feed his cows and collapsed in front of his 
horrified relatives. They tried to revive him to no avail, and so concluded 
that he was dead. They put him on a funeral pyre, and as they were 
about to set him on fire, he woke up.

UH, CAN I HAVE MY SHOVEL BACK, SIR? : A burglar tried to break 
into a home in Weston-super-Mare, England, by sticking a shovel 
through the doggie door to force entry. But the homeowner woke up, 
grabbed the shovel and took it away. The would-be intruder fled.

WE ONLY WANT WHAT’S BEST FOR OUR BOY: A Cresskill, N.J., 
couple has been charged with stalking for sending anonymous, harass-
ing emails to their son’s high school basketball coach over a period of 
two years in an effort to force him from his job.

Oregon’s ‘attack owl’ returns to terrorize government workers
From wire reports

An owl that achieved notoriety 
last winter for attacking joggers in 
an Oregon park has returned and 
is now turning its talons on govern-
ment workers, state officials told 
Reuters.

The barred owl has clawed at 
least three people outside the state 

Capitol in Salem in a series of 
attacks since late November, city 
parks department spokeswoman 
Tibby Larson said.

“It’s silent. You’re just walking 
along, minding your own business, 
and an owl comes silently at you 
from behind,” Larson told the news 
gathering agency.

Owl attacks are rare but not 
unheard of across the United 
States, Several attacks on joggers 
were reported in a Maryland park in 
October, and an owl attacked a Lou-
isiana police officer on Christmas 
Eve, according to media reports.

The Oregon attacks are taking 
place near state government offices 
in Salem, but the owl is probably 
more interested in impressing 
potential mates than in making a 
political statement, Larson said, 
noting such attacks occur during 
courtship season.

“If you’re in that neighborhood, 
we’re advising you to wear a hat or 
carry an umbrella,” she added.

Salem’s aggressive “attack owl” 
first struck local residents last Janu-
ary and February.

Sales of “attack owl” street signs 
have raised more than $20,000 
for local parks, and local brewery 
Gilgamesh Brewing paid tribute by 
naming a pale ale it released this 
year “Hoot Attack,” Larson said. 
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Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Q. Are there products 
in your household that 
trace all the way back to 
the 1880s?

A. Probably better to ask how 
many of them, since that inven-
tive and creative period has been 
termed “The Miraculous 1880s” by 
Vaclav Smil of “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine.  

From this decade came electric-
ity and the internal combustion 
engine, two epochal discoveries 
that shaped the modern world. 

 “Today’s microchip-governed 
e-world is utterly dependent on an 
electricity supply whose funda-
mental design remains beholden 
to thermal- and hydropowered-
generation systems, both reach-
ing the commercial market in 
1882.”  

And building on successful work 
with gasoline-fueled engines, just 
10 years later Rudolph Diesel had 
designs for the gas turbine -- “the 
most efficient of all internal-com-
bustion engines.”

Want more proof?  Consider the 
coin-operated vending machine 
(1883); steam turbine (1884); the 
four-stroke internal-combustion 
engine and first multistory steel-

skeleton skyscraper in Chicago 
(1885); first practical electric street 
railway (1888); and the revolving 
door and first electric elevator in 
New York City (1889).  

On an everyday scale, the 
decade also gave us the safety 
bicycle, cash register, electric 
iron, ballpoint pen, anti-perspi-
rant, brown paper bags, Maxwell 
House coffee, Aunt Jemima 
pancakes, Quaker Oats and the 
formula for Coca Cola.

Miraculous indeed!

Q. This one’s so 
simple a seven-year-
old can understand 
it, but after 70 years, 
the “3x + 1 problem” 
– as it’s called – still 
captures the attention 
of mathematicians.  
What’s the problem?

A. Start with any positive whole 
number, such as 1, 2, 3...  If the 
number is even, divide it by 2; if 
the number is odd, use the 3x + 1 
rule, multiplying it by 3 then adding 
1, explains Marc Chamberland in 
“Smithsonian” magazine. Continue 

this process indefinitely, or until 
you reach the number 1.  Will you 
always reach 1?

For an easy example, start 
with the number 4, which is even:  
divide 4 by 2, giving 2 (another 
even number); then divide by 2 
again, giving 1.  Or start with the 
number 20 instead: 20/2 = 10; 
10/2 = 5; but 5 is odd, so multiply 
it by 3 then add 1, giving 16; then 
16/2 = 8; 8/2 = 4; 4/2 = 2; finally, 
2/2 = 1.

Mathematicians conjecture that 
every starting number will eventu-
ally lead to 1, since after 70 years 
of searching, no counterexample 
has been found.  

But a proof for this seemingly 
simple problem has eluded them.  
Indeed, Chamberland concludes, 
“mathematicians have hardly 
dented the problem.”

Q. If there’s a “man in 
the moon” on this side, 
is there a “woman” on 
the hidden side?

A. The moon has a seen and a 
hidden side because the moon and 
Earth rotate in synchronicity, keep-
ing the same face permanently 
toward us, says Bob Berman in 
“Zoom:  How Everything Moves, 
from Atoms and Galaxies to Bliz-
zards and Bees.”  

Though it had long been 
expected that this hidden side 
would be similar to the observable 
side, in 1959 the Russian “Luna 
3” probe in fact revealed a much 
different world: “It had virtually 
none of the large, dark blotches-
-the so-called seas--that give the 
familiar side its characteristic, 
chauvinistically named man-in-the-
moon appearance.  

Obviously that more distant 
portion escaped the period of vol-
canism the near side underwent.”

Meanwhile, to the discover-
ers went the naming rights, with 
Russian names assigned “to 
every mountain and crater and 
almost every pebble, an embar-
rassment that has kept that lunar 
hemisphere out of many Western 
textbooks.”
(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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Did you know?

Living with Children: Taking photos of children bathing may not be such a good idea
By John Rosemond
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Q: My 7-year-old recently had 
his 9-year-old friend over to spend 
the night. At their request, I let 
them take a bubble bath together. 
I supervised, of course. They had 
fun squirting one another with water 
pistols, throwing bubbles at one 
another, and pretending to swim. 
They were having so much fun I 
took a photo. Later, I showed it to 
a “friend.” She became angry and 
told me that letting two boys that 
age take a bath together and then 
taking a photo of them bordered on 
pedophilia. She threatened to report 
me to the authorities. Do you agree 
with her?

A: The fact that pedophiles might 
enjoy looking at a photo of two 
young boys taking a bath together 

does not mean that a responsible 
adult who allows that and takes a 
photo of the ensuing fun has done 
something morally wrong. Motive is 
everything. In this instance, several 
considerations are relevant:

• You were not motivated by pruri-
ent inclinations. That’s a reasonable 
assumption, given that you showed 
the photo to another responsible 
person.

• The boys’ request to bathe 
together was not motivated by 
inappropriate intent. Children do not 
announce to adults their intention to 
do what they know is wrong.

• The children did not object to 
your supervision. That’s further 
evidence they were not attempting 
to do something they knew was 
inappropriate.

• Nothing about your description 

of the boys’ behavior suggests any-
thing more than two boys wanting to 
have some childish fun. That there 
are still completely innocent children 
in the world is rather refreshing to 
know.

• I’m assuming, again, that the 
photo in question was not “reveal-
ing.” Bubbles would have effectively 
prevented the photo from being 
salacious.

With all of that in mind, your 
friend’s reaction to the photo was a 
tad over the top. Nonetheless, it is 
understandable given that general 
awareness of and sensitivity to 
the issue of sexual exploitation of 
children has risen significantly in the 
last 30 years or so. That sensitivity 
is not, however, equally distributed 
throughout the population. Some 
folks are sensitive to the point of 
being unable to make reasonable 

distinctions. Despite good inten-
tions, they conflate apples and 
oranges. (By the way, wrongful 
accusations of child abuse not only 
hurt those wrongfully accused, they 
also have the potential of doing 
significant emotional harm to the 
children in question.)

Having said all that, I would have 
advised you not to let the boys take 
a bath together, even if the other 
boy had called his parents and they 
had given permission directly to you 

over the phone. One cannot be too 
cautious about such things these 
days, especially given that with 
investigating reports of child sexual 
abuse the default position of many 
child protective service agencies is 
to assume guilt. Whether that’s gen-
erally good or bad can be argued, 
but it is what it is.

In short, assuming you are rep-
resenting the situation accurately, 
you are definitely guilty of a lapse of 
common sense, but nothing more.

• There are 400,000 registered sex offenders in the United States, and 
an estimated 80 to 100,000 of them are missing. They’re supposed to be 
registered, but we don’t know where they are, and we don’t know where 
they’re living.

• Overall, 23% of sexual assault offenders were under the the age of 18, 
and 77% were adults.

• One in five violent offenders serving time in a state prison reported 
having victimized a child.
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Behind every extraordinary fundraiser is an extraordinary story of dedica-
tion.  For Angleton resident Christy Bull, her story began in 2012 when her 
doctor recommended she have a mammogram.  

As Christy didn’t have insurance, she qualified for financial help from The 
Mermaid Project.  The mammogram showed a lump in her breast and a 
lumpectomy followed.  Good news, no cancer! Brazosport Health Founda-
tion’s Mermaid Project provides financial assistance for mammograms and 
breast diagnostics for people who are uninsured or unable to pay.

Fast forward three years later, and Christy is turning 40 years old.  She 
decided rather than have a big party, she wanted to celebrate and raise 
money for The Mermaid Project.  With this decision, she found her calling.  
Starting with a few friends, her team grew as more and more people were 
drawn to her infectious passion for raising funds to ensure money is avail-
able for mammograms for those people who do not have insurance or the 
ability to pay. 

On Oct. 6, 2015, The Mermaid Project Ride 2015 was held, raising 
$16,500.  No one was more surprised than Christy that her first attempt at a 
fundraiser was so successful.  

Christy says the key to raising money for good causes is passion and 
perseverance.  

“This fundraiser is not about me.  It’s about giving back so others can be 
helped.  During this time, my sister-in-law, Delia Bull, died of breast cancer.  
Her death was preventable, but she would not go to the doctor.  My brother, 
Delia’s husband, Kenny Bull Jr., is now a single parent raising their three 
children.”  

Making the public aware of the significance of cancer prevention and 
diagnosis is as important as raising money, she said.

Sharing in the passion and hard work was a core group of volunteers who 
donated their time and other items.  David Holcott, owner of Roadhouse Bar, 
where the biker ride began; Cheryl Thompson and Russell Minter, Co-Chairs 
of Food; Brenda Calvert, Auction Chair;  Melissa and Derrick Thompson, 
Rhonda Moreau, Kipp Bornemann and Linda Ortiz-Davis.   

The biker ride Chair, Mitsy Denton, and her volunteers provided safety 
guards and front and back vehicles for the 60+ bikers.

The 150-mile biker ride began in Angleton at The Roadhouse Bar, on to 
Bub’s Sports Bar in Alvin, next to Gary’s Ice House, Rickochet Billiards in 
Lake Jackson, back to Angleton to Philly’s Station and returned to The Road-
house Bar.  At each stop there was a 50/50 Drawing for money, and each 
winner generously donated the money back to the fundraiser. 

While the bikers were fed fried fish and pulled pork plates, Monte Baldwin, 
volunteer auctioneer, whipped the crowd into a bidding frenzy with auc-
tion items, including a Surfside Beach house rental; five mastectomy bras 
donated by HELP, INC; custom furniture by Walter Hyman; diamond neck-
lace from Kay Jewelers; and Yeti coolers from Clayton Petrosky.

When asked if Christy would do another fundraiser, she replied, “Yes!  This 
one exceeded my expectations.  I think about what the committee accom-
plished in two months raising $16,500!  I think what could we do with more 
time to plan? I never imagined my 40th birthday could be so fun.”  

Christy wants all women to be aware of the power in preventative health 
care and particularly breast health care. One person truly can make a differ-
ence.

Biker’s ride for breast cancer 
awareness and The Mermaid Project
Angleton resident Christy Bull proves that one person 

can make a big difference when it comes to help 
finance and urge women to seek preventive care.

The Mermaid Project, funded by donations to the Brazosport Health Foun-
dation, is a local initiative dedicated to transforming potential breast cancer 
victims into survivors! To meet this goal, the Project provides free breast 
cancer screening to qualifying low-income, uninsured men and women living 
in Southern Brazoria County.

Al Guevara, Brazosport Regional Health System CEO, accepts the funds raised by the Mermaid Project Ride 
2015 from Christy Bull, and volunteers Judith Pepper and Linda Ortiz-Davis. The money will be used to fund 
mammograms and breast diagnostics for people who are uninsured or unable to pay.
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Ask God to help you focus on a 
hopeful future

My Answer by Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I don’t think it’s possible to avoid hating someone who’s deeply 
hurt you. My ex-husband betrayed me and hurt me far beyond what any 
human being should have to take, and I admit it: I hate him. Why shouldn’t 
I? -- Mrs. N.G.

A: I understand why you feel angry and hurt, and so does God. But 
God also knows what this will do to you, and He wants to help you move 
beyond it to peace and hope and new life. Right now, you probably don’t 
think it’s possible, but with God’s help it is.

The first step, I believe, is to start looking to the future instead of the 
past. Yes, the past is painful, and just as scars from a major surgery take 
time to heal, so do the inner scars from a major emotional trauma. But if 
you dwell on them and even take pleasure in them (which, strangely, can 
happen), then you’ll always be caught in an emotional prison of anger 
and hate. Instead, ask God to help you focus on the future He has for you 
instead of the past.

Then, turn your anger and your hatred over to God. They aren’t doing 
you any good; in fact, they’re like a deadly poison to your soul. The Bible 
warns of those who die “in bitterness of soul, never having enjoyed any-
thing good” (Job 21:25).

Most of all, let the love of God flood your life. God loves you; He loves 
you so much that His Son was willing to give His life for your salvation. 
And unlike human love, His love will never fail. If you’ve never done so, 
open your heart and life to Jesus Christ today. His promise is for you: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you” (John 14:27).

Legal and expert opinions still differ on whether fantasy sports is a game of skill or chance 
By Nigel Duara
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The livelihood of a billion-dollar 
industry largely rests on a single 
question: Are daily fantasy sports a 
game of chance or a game of skill?

It’s true, Illinois Attorney General 
Lisa Madigan said, that predicting 
which athletes will perform best on 

any given day requires skill. But the 
actual competition is still left to the 
athletes — the fantasy gamers have 
no control over the outcome.

As a result, Madigan said in an 
opinion, fantasy sports are games of 
chance and therefore illegal under 
Illinois law.

Illinois then became the third 

state to ban daily fantasy sports 
sites outright, and the eighth state 
in which the sites do not operate 
because of existing regulations.

“Persons whose wagers depend 
upon how particular, selected 
athletes perform in actual sporting 
events stand in no different stead 
than persons who wager on the out-
come of any sporting event in which 
they are not participants,” Madigan 
wrote in her opinion released Dec. 
23.

Daily fantasy sports are essen-
tially run by two companies, DraftK-
ings and FanDuel, which dominate 
more than 90 percent of the market. 
They operate by awarding money to 
lineups of players in various sports 
chosen by the gamer. 

Nevada, where gambling interests 
have their own revenue to protect, 
in October became the first state to 
issue an outright ban.

The state attorney general’s 
office, in a memo to the Nevada 
Gaming Control Board, wrote: “In 
short, daily fantasy sports constitute 
sports pools and gambling games. 
They may also constitute lotteries, 
depending on the test applied by the 
Nevada Supreme Court. As a result, 
pay-to-play daily fantasy sports 
cannot be offered in Nevada without 
licensure.”

A month later, New York followed 
suit.

New York Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman argued that the 
activities of fantasy sports sites are 
“causing the same kinds of social 
and economic harms as other forms 
of illegal gambling, and misleading 
New York consumers.”

In a statement, Schneiderman 
added, “Daily fantasy sports is 
neither victimless nor harmless, and 
it is clear that DraftKings and Fan-
Duel are the leaders of a massive, 
multibillion-dollar scheme intended 
to evade the law and fleece sports 
fans across the country.”

Schneiderman, in a Nov. 10 
letter to DraftKings, noted what he 
called a “critical distinction” between 
daily fantasy sports and “traditional 
fantasy sports, which, since their 
rise to popularity in the 1980s, have 
been enjoyed and legally played by 
millions of New York residents.”

In the traditional fantasy sports 
setting, he wrote, participants con-
duct a competitive draft, compete 

over a long season and make 
adjustments to their teams.

“They play for bragging rights or 
side wagers, and the Internet sites 
that host traditional fantasy sports 
receive most of their revenue from 
administrative fees and advertising, 
rather than profiting principally from 
gambling,” he wrote.

DraftKings and similar sites, 
however, are in full control of the 
wagering and profit directly from 
those wagers, Scheiderman wrote.

A few states, like New York, 
ban all games that are “materially 
affected” by chance. Others ban 
games if chance is any factor at all.

Winning at daily fantasy sports 
did, apparently, involve some skill, 
though not the kind the sites would 
hope for.

In fantasy sports, the key to vic-
tory is to pick players who score lots 
of points. But everyone will choose 
the predictable high-scorers like Pro 
Bowl quarterbacks and league-lead-
ing home run hitters.

To separate themselves from the 
pack, gamers must find an ideal 
points-to-rarity ratio, in which the 

best athletes are those who score 
lots of points and aren’t chosen by 
other gamers. The least-chosen 
athlete with the most points is, 
therefore, the most valuable.

So in September, it was a scandal 
when a DraftKings employee acci-
dentally released data that ranked 
players based on their rareness-
to-points ratio. Such a release of 
nonpublic information could be of 
tremendous use to players trying to 
acquire players who will generate 
the most points without being picked 
by others.

The employee, Ethan Haskell, 
was prohibited from playing on 
DraftKings, his employer, but noth-
ing stopped him from playing at Fan 
Duel, with DraftKings’ data, to which 
only DraftKings employees had 
access. He won $350,000.

Such a use of proprietary data 
raised accusations that equated 
the scandal to insider trading. After 
the leak, daily fantasy players told 
media outlets that they were con-
tacted by the FBI as part of a poten-
tial investigation into the practices of 
daily fantasy sports sites.
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To publicize your group or 
community event, please 

send your announcement to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com. 

Rat forces plane to return to airport
dpa (TNS)

NEW DELHI — A plane heading from Mumbai to London was forced to 
return mid-flight after a rat was spotted on board.

Air India flight AI-131 was flying over Tehran when a passenger saw the 
rodent running around the cabin, the Times of India reported.

The pilot turned the plane back to Mumbai as a “precautionary mea-
sure” in case the rat gnawed through any electrical wiring or aircraft 
controls.

“The presence of the rodent on board is under investigation. The plane 
is being fumigated,” an airline official said, requesting anonymity.

The 256 passengers on the flight continued on their journey later on a 
replacement aircraft. Rats on planes are reported occasionally and are 
thought to enter the aircraft most frequently through catering deliveries.

In another incident on Wednesday, a stray dog forced an Air India flight 
to Dubai to abort takeoff from the northern city of Amritsar, the IANS news 
agency reported.

The Brazoria Heritage Foundation 
will host a Texas All-Star Wrestling 
(TASWrestling.com) event on Satur-
day, Jan. 16,  at the Lloyd Thomas 
Gym, 205 N. Nevada, Brazoria.

Doors will open at 6 p.m. with the 
first of six matches beginning at 7 
p.m.  

Tickets are available at the 
Brazoria Chamber of Commerce or 
by reservation, call Bob Schwebel 
at (979) 236-0241. Adults are $15; 
Students 6-18 years $10 or under 
six years FREE.

Food and drinks will be available. 
Thanks to our sponsors for 

this event - Brazoria Lions Club , 
Justice of the Peace Sherry Kersh, 
Computer’s MD, Gotcher Taxidermy, 
Davis Automotive, Brazoria Car 
Store, Patrick Enterprises, James 
Brawner and S & W. Vet Products.

All-Star Wrestling 
comes to Brazoria
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By Sandra Pedicini
Orlando Sentinel (TNS)

ORLANDO, Fla. — Can you still 
get a deal on a Disney vacation?

Three families who traveled to 
Disney World last month tracked 
their spending, reporting it to the 
Orlando Sentinel and sharing their 
thoughts. Their accommodations 
ranged from the budget All-Star 
Music Resort to the top-of-the-line 
Polynesian Village Resort.

This year, prices for one day at 
the Magic Kingdom went past $100, 
and annual pass costs increased by 
triple digits. Joe DeFazio, a travel 
agent who worked with one family, 
says that hasn’t slowed interest 
in Disney. However, “I think what 
you’re seeing is people evaluating 
where they may stay or how they 
may approach their vacation a 
little differently,” he said. “It may be 
moving from a moderate to a value 
(hotel), that type of thing; 10 days to 
seven days.”

November is generally consid-
ered one of Disney’s less expen-
sive months, although prices tend 
to increase during the week of 
Thanksgiving. The three families 
who visited last month are:

— Lynn and Daniel Wiltse of 
Hilton Head, S.C., are passholders 
who try to keep costs down because 
they visit a few times a year. Daniel, 
38, is a fire marshal. Lynn, 33, 
works as a receptionist. They have 
three kids, ages 3 to 11.

— Elaine and Michael Carpenter 
of Pearl River, N.Y., made their first 
trip to Disney. Michael, 50, works in 
construction. Elaine, 41, is a senior 
caregiver. They have two children, 
ages 7 and 5.

— Kim and Blair LaCour of Avon 
Lake, Ohio, have taken several 
Disney trips and cruises over the 
past few years. Blair, 42, is a com-
puter consulting manager and Kim, 
36, is a stay-at-home mom who 
plans Disney-focused vacations for 
family and friends. They have three 
children, 5 to 9 years old.

One thing the families had in 
common: They visited during a time 
when they could get the Disney 
Dining Plan for free. That deal 
— often offered during the slower 
fall months — erases hundreds or 
potentially more than $1,000 from a 

trip’s cost. Quick-service or regular 
dining plans, each providing two 
meals, a snack and a refillable mug, 
cost $42 or $60 per day for adults, 
$16 or $19 for children. The Carpen-
ters shifted their vacation time to 
qualify for the deal.

THE WILTSES
The Wiltses’ seven-day stay 

ended on Thanksgiving. They 
estimated their cost as $6,052 
— $1,210 a person — including five 
annual passes.

They bought a package costing 
$3,990 that included a stay in a 
family suite at the All-Star Music 
Resort, two park hopper tickets and 
the dining plan. They paid extra to 
upgrade their quick-service dining 
plan that was offered for free at 
budget resorts to one that included 
sit-down meals, DeFazio said.

The family then used $1,260 
credit from the two park hopper 
tickets toward five annual passes.

The Wiltses were able to renew 
four annual passes at the old rates, 
paying $590 apiece for four people. 
A brand new pass for their 3-year-
old daughter cost $797. “It definitely 
can be frustrating when you see 
the price increase,” said Lynn 
Wiltse, who blogs about Disney but 
received no discounts. “I try to look 
at the bigger picture, of what you 
get in the Disney experience with 
your annual pass and how many 
times we come a year.”

The family limited extra pur-
chases, just a $15 stuffed animal, 
and kept travel costs to a minimum. 
They paid $150 for two tanks of 
gas and two meals, one on the way 
down and one on the way home.

The dining plan the Wiltses used 
ordinarily would have cost $1,530. 
A less-expensive one was included 
for free in their package, though 
DeFazio estimated the family paid 
$423 extra to upgrade to one that 
included table-service restaurants.

This time, the Wiltses chose to 
forego the extras such as Mickey’s 
Very Merry Christmas Party. 
Between seeing the parks decked 
out for the holidays and a last view-
ing of the Osborne Family Spectacle 
of Dancing Lights, Wiltse said, “I 
don’t think we missed out.”

THE CARPENTERS
For the Carpenters, the trip from 

Nov. 13 to 20 was a once-in-a-life-
time deal. They signed up for credit 
cards that provided them with a 
perk: $400 in gift cards that offset 
their cost.

Once in the parks, “we really 
didn’t spend a whole lot of money 
there,” Elaine Carpenter said. 
“Everything was obviously very 
overpriced.”

The Carpenters reported their 
total cost at $5,200, or $1,300 a 
person. That included the gift cards 
they applied and $1,070 for plane 
fare.

Lodging at the moderate Carib-
bean Beach Resort and theme-park 
admission cost $3,085. To avoid 
buying extra food in the parks, the 
family spent $90 for extra food deliv-
ered from a service called Garden 
Grocer.

Gifts and souvenirs came to 
$145, including a $17 autograph 
book for 7-year-old Calum and a 
$20 stuffed animal for 5-year-old 
Eden. The Carpenters also sprung 
for Mickey’s Very Merry Christmas 

Party tickets, another $300.
“No regrets; no need to rush 

back,” Elaine Carpenter said of the 
trip. “The free dining was a huge 
factor for us … so we felt we got a 
good enough deal.”

The standard dining plan would 
have cost the Carpenters about 
$1,110 for their weeklong stay.

THE LACOURS
Kim LaCour does not try to do 

Disney on a budget. “It’s not an 
inexpensive trip to begin with,” she 
said. “When we do it, we want to do 
it right. … We like to be right by the 
monorail and have that top-notch 
service and special touches.”

The LaCours spent $7,250 
— $1,450 a person during their stay 
that ended the day before Thanks-
giving. The bulk of that cost was a 
$5,257.58 package that included 
six nights of a standard room at the 
Polynesian and five days of theme-
park admission. LaCour said she 
received no discounts but earned a 
booking commission of $477.20.

The LaCours spent $300 on tips, 

alcohol, sodas and coffee, and a 
few extra quick-service meals.

Expenses included $34 for boat 
rental at the Polynesian, $55 for 
stroller rental and $169 for advance 
purchase of a Memory Maker pack-
age of digital photos taken on rides 
and by Disney’s photographers. 
(Advance purchase since has 
dropped to $149.)

The standard dining plan the 
LaCours got as part of their package 
ordinarily would have cost about 
$1,066 for their six-night stay.

LaCour tallied the costs for 
herself, her husband and kids. Her 
father and nephew traveled with 
them but stayed in a separate hotel 
room.

“It’s a supply and demand thing,” 
LaCour said of the increasing 
expense of a Disney vacation. “For 
the experience that Disney gives, it 
does cost and also really in order to 
maintain the crowds … they have 
to make sure they price it appropri-
ately. That means the prices do go 
up.”

How much does it really cost to take a Disney vacation?

Calum Carpenter, 7, with his sister Eden, 5, reads a guide map while visiting from New York City with his 
parents, Mike and Elaine Carpenter, at Walt Disney World on Nov. 19, 2015. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel/
TNS)
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Billy Stritch will appear at The 
Clarion at Brazosport College on 
Jan. 16, at 7:30 p.m.

 An award-winning composer, 
arranger, vocalist, and jazz 
pianist of extraordinary range and 
sophistication, Billy Stritch breathes 
new life into the Great American 
Songbook, all the while bringing an 
easy sense of humor and show-
manship to his performances. Billy 
Stritch performs as special guest 
soloist with the Brazosport Jazz 
Orchestra. Advanced tickets are 
available online at https://clarionbo
xoffice.brazosport.edu or by calling 
(979) 230-3156.

Billy Stritch performs as special 
guest soloist at Clarion on Saturday

Low gas prices expected to be the norm this year
By Max B. Baker
Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)

If you think gas prices falling 
below $2 a gallon nationwide pro-
vided an early Christmas present, 
then get ready for a really Happy 
New Year.

At least one analyst predicts that 
prices at the pump are going down 
even further after the last bottle of 
champagne is uncorked.

Tom Kloza, chief oil analyst at the 
Oil Price Information Service, said 
the national average for gas could 
drop to between $1.79 and $1.99 a 
gallon after Jan. 1. He predicted the 
average cost in Texas could go as 
low as $1.59 a gallon in early 2016.

“In the next 40 days — maybe 
the next 10 — we’ll find a bottom 
nationwide,” Kloza said. “It’s an 
easy call that 2016 will be a cheap 
year across the fuel spectrum.”

The AAA Daily Fuel Gauge 
Report said on Monday that the 
price for gasoline dropped to $1.99, 
the first time the average had been 
below $2 nationwide since 2009. 
(By Christmas Eve the price had 
climbed a penny to $2.) More than 
two-thirds of the nation’s gas sta-
tions were selling fuel for less than 
that price in 47 states, with $1.89 
being the most common price, AAA 
said.

In Texas, the average price 
for gasoline was $1.79 a gallon 
on Tuesday, or about 37 cents 
less than a year ago, AAA Texas 
reported. In the state’s major metro-
politan areas, the cheapest average 

cost for gas was $1.71 in Corpus 
Christi while the most expensive 
was Dallas at $1.86.

Prices at the pump are dropping 
because an oversupply in crude 
oil around the world has caused 
the cost of a barrel of oil to drop to 
around $35. Mild winter tempera-
tures in the Northeast and Midwest 
have also undercut the demand for 
fuel oil needed for heat and electric-
ity.

In addition, gas prices histori-
cally drop through the early winter 
months because people drive less 
and use less fuel.

But Kloza — who predicted as 
early as August that gas prices 
would slip to $2 or less by Thanks-
giving, Christmas at the latest 
— thinks prices will slide even more 
before bouncing back up in 2016 to 
a high of $2.50 to $2.60 a gallon.

“People will complain, but it’s not 
going to be one of those painfully 
expensive years,” he said.

(Kloza has a pretty good track 
record. His firm predicted the 
average price of gasoline would be 
$2.34 to $2.44 for 2015. It looks like 
the average will land at $2.40.)

Kloza doesn’t think crude oil 
prices will necessarily see the same 
kind of drop, adding that at some 
point next year the price of gasoline 
and a barrel of crude will “decouple.”

“I’m not a believer in sub-$30 
crude,” he said.

Gas prices also start to climb in 
the spring and summer, when there 
is more demand for fuel and the 

nation’s refineries switch to a blend 
of gasoline that burns cleaner to 
meet federal emission standards. 
This process begins in February 
and ends in June, but refineries 
must produce the summer blend no 
later than April and retailers must 
start selling it May 1.

In the recent AAA Daily Fuel 
Gauge Report, the lowest 1 percent 
of U.S. stations were selling gas 
for an average of $1.59 per gallon, 
and more than 13,000 stations were 
selling gas for less than $1.75 per 
gallon.

The states with the cheapest 
averages included Missouri at 
$1.77; Oklahoma, $1.78 and South 
Carolina, $1.78. Kansas City, Mo., 
had the cheapest metro average at 

$1.68 per gallon.
California drivers were paying 

some of the highest prices at $2.75 

recently, with Kloza predicting that 
they would pay an average of $3 a 
gallon over the winter.
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SIDELINE CHATTER Unknowns that could determine the 2016 presidential race
By David Lauter
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Anyone who 
confidently predicts the outcome of 
this year’s presidential race is either 
not serious or seriously delusional.

Particularly on the Republican 
side, the number of plausible sce-
narios outstrips anyone’s ability to 
forecast. But we can highlight some 
of the key unknowns.

Question: How will Donald 
Trump respond to losing?

Answer: Rarely does a candi-
date run the table in the primaries. 
Except for incumbent presidents 
seeking a second term, almost 
every candidate loses somewhere.

For Trump, that first loss could 
come early. In Iowa, which holds the 
first contest of the nominating race 
on Feb. 1, Trump has trailed Sen. 
Ted Cruz of Texas in most polls for 
the last month.

Losing stings any politician, but 
for Trump, who brags so much 
about his standing in polls and has 
built his image so thoroughly around 
being a “winner,” the impact could 
be particularly harsh.

Does he bounce back from a 
loss, or does it send his campaign 
into a downward spiral? Does he 
begin to spend large amounts of his 
own money — something he has 
avoided so far? Do his supporters, 
many of whom are already alienated 
from politics, grow discouraged if 
they see him defeated?

Q. Does turnout go up?
A. Even in hotly contested years, 

only a fraction of voters actually 
take part in primary elections.

Iowa, for example, has nearly 2.1 
million registered voters. In 2012, 
in a fiercely contested Republican 
race, only a bit more than 121,000 
turned out to vote in the party cau-
cuses. That was slightly fewer than 
one-fifth of the GOP’s registered 
voters.

That’s about average for both 
parties. In 2008, however, then-Sen. 
Barack Obama’s campaign broke 
the pattern, organizing tens of thou-
sands of first-time caucus goers, 
getting them to show up on a frigidly 
cold evening and boosting turnout to 
almost 4 in 10 Democrats.

Q. Can any of this year’s candi-
dates pull off a similar feat, either 
in Iowa or other early voting 
states?

A. Sen. Bernie Sanders’ hopes for 
pulling off an upset victory over Hill-
ary Clinton depend on that. Trump’s 
chances may also go up if turnout 
rises — many of his supporters are 
not traditional primary voters.

But so far, pollsters who have 
done well at predicting turnout in the 
past, such as J. Ann Selzer, whose 
surveys have long been the gold 
standard for polling in Iowa, say 
they don’t see signs of a wave of 
new voters.

Q. Where can Marco Rubio 
break through?

A. His cadre of admirers often 
refer to the junior senator from Flor-
ida as a potential “transformational” 
candidate — one who could change 
the Republican Party’s image with 
voters, much as Bill Clinton did for 
Democrats in 1992.

First, however, Rubio would have 
to actually win the nomination, and 
for all his skill as a politician, the 
path to that goal has proved elusive.

Trump has changed the dynam-
ics of the GOP race in a way that 
hasn’t helped Rubio. At the same 
time, Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas has 
consolidated support among the 
most conservative Republicans, 
forcing Rubio to compete in a scrum 
of candidates seeking more moder-
ate voters.

Rubio’s aides insist that all is well. 
Support for their candidate will crest 
at just the right time, they say.

So long as no one candidate 
sweeps the early contests, Rubio 
could still emerge the winner 
because he is the candidate who 
is most acceptable to the broadest 
swath of the party’s voters as well 
as its influential big donors.

But winning the nomination with-
out actually coming in first in any 
early state is tough.

Rubio almost certainly needs to 
win the primary in his home state, 
Florida, on March 15. But to do that, 
he’ll probably need to score some 
other victories first.

Rubio’s strategists once made 
confident predictions about South 
Carolina as their breakout state. 
Aides now point to Nevada. If Cruz’s 
lead persists in Iowa, he, and who-
ever wins New Hampshire, will pose 
a major obstacle to Rubio in both 
those states.

Q. What about that FBI investi-
gation into Clinton’s emails?

A. So far, Sanders has not shown 
an ability to defeat Clinton. He has 
raised a lot of money — $33 million 
in the final three months of the year, 
almost as much as Clinton — and 
has more than a million small-dollar 
donors, but Clinton continues to 
command the support of a large 
majority of Democrats and leads in 
polls of all the early primary states 
except New Hampshire.

But the email issue continues to 
cast a shadow.

Law enforcement officials have 
said Clinton is not a target of their 
investigation. They say they are 
seeking to determine if people who 
worked for her at the State Depart-
ment mishandled classified informa-
tion in several emails they sent her.

Still, investigations can take 
sudden turns, and as long as this 
one continues, its outcome will 

remain a big question mark over the 
2016 race.

Q. Will demographics outweigh 
the desire for change?

A. Pay no attention to polls of 
hypothetical general election match-
ups — they’re mostly meaningless 
right now. Almost regardless of who 
wins the Republican nomination, the 
2016 general election seems likely 
to be close.

After eight years of George W. 
Bush and eight more of Obama, 
the country remains nearly evenly 
divided between Democrats and 
Republicans, and the gap between 
the two parties has widened.

Young versus old, minority versus 
white, secular versus religious, 
liberal versus conservative, urban 
versus rural — all these splits in 
American society have come to 
coincide with the partisan division.

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

Mariners icon Ken Griffey 
Jr. is finally bound for Cooper-
stown.

Just one question: Has a Hall 
of Fame plaque ever depicted 
a player with his cap on back-
wards?

Headlines
—At SportsPickle.com: 

“Johnny Manziel facing ques-
tions about his judgment after 
being spotted in Cleveland.”

—At Fark.com: “49ers get a 
Tomsulactomy.”

Two-team race
It took some doing, but take 

a bow, 49ers and Browns: The 
NFL’s most dysfunctional fran-
chise is no longer Washington.

Sports quiz
“Relocation” was the buzz-

word in the NFL when:
a) The Rams, Chargers and 

Raiders submitted paperwork for 
a move to L.A.

b) The Jets, Bills and Dolphins 
begged to get the heck out of the 
AFC East.

c) Johnny Manziel petitioned 
to have a franchise placed in Las 
Vegas.

Illegal motion
Ohio State running back 

Ezekiel Elliott was cited for driv-
ing under suspension, driving 
without a license and failure to 
control after he was involved in a 
minor car accident Dec. 28.

Adding further insult, he 
wasn’t credited with any yards 
after contact.

And in fitness news …
“My New Year’s resolution for 

2016 was to join a gym,” said 
CBS’s James Corden. “My New 
Year’s resolution next year is to 
go to that gym.”

This is a first
Latest Cleveland Browns 

injury-report update: QB Johnny 
Manziel, doubtful (affluenza).

Talking the talk
—Cal women’s basketball 

coach Lindsay Gottlieb, to the 
San Francisco Chronicle, on the 
nearby Warriors to pluck ideas 
from: “It’s like a physicist having 
a Nobel Prize winner in their 
backyard, or a painter having 
Picasso or Michelangelo down 
the street.”
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Texas Gulf Bank partners with Junior Achievement of Brazoria County to 
present financial stability lessons to area elementary schools. Students 
learn new vocabulary words and how to earn, budget and save money.  
Studies also include the value of currency identification and knowing 
the difference between wants and needs. Pictured above is the 2015 
Elisabet Ney PreK class with teacher, Debra Zaiontz. 

Learning money management

Peter Funt has some predictions to make for 2016
By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

FEB. 9 - In Dixville Notch, TV host 
Steve Harvey announces that the 
New Hampshire primary winners are 
Martin O’Malley and Rick Santorum.

FEB. 28 - The Academy Awards 
telecast features 26 commercials for 
FanDuel. One ad exclaims, “Feeling 
left out because you don’t follow 
sports? Make your Oscar picks, bet 
as little as a dollar, and you could 
win $75 million!”

MAR. 24 - Yale University issues 
new guidelines for coloring Easter 
eggs.

MAR. 28 - At a Brooklyn 
news conference, Hillary Clinton 
announces she will charge the DNC 
a $200,000 speaking fee each time 
she is required to debate Bernie 
Sanders or “the guy from Maryland.”

APR. 11 - Rick Santorum drops 
out of the presidential race after the 
Real Clear Politics average shows 
him with .001% of the GOP vote.

APR. 12 - A headline in Politico 
asks: “Who Will Pick Up Most of 
Santorum’s Supporters?”

MAY 17 - Canada’s parliament 
debates whether to build a wall to 

stop undocumented Vermonters 
from bringing maple syrup into the 
country.

JUNE 6 - On Capitol Hill, 34 
members of the GOP caucus begin 
a hunger strike, vowing not to eat 
mixed nuts at happy hour until 
Donald Trump ends his presidential 
campaign.

JUNE 19 - At the home of Hol-
lywood icon Steven Spielberg, 
Michelle Obama announces her 
candidacy for the Senate seat being 
vacated by Barbara Boxer.

JULY 4 - Starbucks celebrates 
Independence Day with purple 
cups. “We created a blend of red, 
white and blue,” explains a spokes-
woman, “which we believe acknowl-
edges the holiday in a pleasingly 
neutral way.”

JULY 11 - Bowing to pressure 
from the GOP, @realDonaldTrump 
tweets his withdrawal from the 
presidential race: “Could have won 
easily. Better things to do with my 
time and money. Just closed huge 
deal with China for six golf courses. 
Hasta la vista, losers!”

JULY 25 - Citing a lack of sus-
pense at the Democratic National 

Convention, three major cable net-
works scrap live coverage in favor 
of reruns from the ‘08 convention.

AUG. 9 - The National Security 
Council releases results of its 
“Name the Jihadists” contest. First 
place, “ISIS”; second place, “ISIL”; 
third place, “Daesh”; fourth place, 
“The Sith.”

AUG. 15 - A Google self-driving 
car crashes through a store window 
in Palo Alto, Calif., after swerving to 
avoid a low-flying Amazon drone.

SEPT. 6 - Along with Mr., Mrs., 
Miss, Ms. and the neutral honorific 
Mx., the Associated Press Style-
book adds Mt. (transgendered), Mu. 
(undocumented), and Mf. (over-
weight).

SEPT. 28 -- Adele announces that 
her new album, “26,” featuring the 
hit “Helloooooo Again,” will not be 
streamed or sold in chain stores. It 
will be available exclusively at the 
Quik Stop gas-’n-go in Lincoln, Neb.

OCT. 10 - AMC’s fall schedule 
includes “Cooking Dead,” a competi-
tion among chefs who create meals 
using only expired canned goods.

OCT. 19 - Variety reports that “26” 
has sold 8 million copies.

NOV. 8 - Television networks 
announce that Election Day ‘16 is 
delayed so more debates can be 
scheduled.

NOV. 9 - @realDonaldTrump 
announces he’s entering the 2020 
presidential race: “I’ve spoken with 
some very important people who 
know about these things. I’ll win 
easily in ‘20, and we’ll take back our 
country from the immigrants, the 
gays, the media and all the other 
losers!”

NOV. 25 - Following a dismal 
Black Friday, pickpockets in New 
York file a class action suit against 
Visa, claiming that Chip Cards 
cause unreasonable delays in com-
pleting illegal transactions.

DEC. 12 - Mark Zuckerberg 
makes a holiday appeal: “If every-
one who uses Facebook gives 
just $1 billion to charity, we’ll have 
enough to solve virtually all the 
world’s problems.”

DEC. 31 - In a New Year’s Eve 
message on HipChat, President 
Obama says he looks forward to 
creating the Obama Global Founda-
tion, and to making preparations 
for Michelle’s 2024 presidential 
campaign.
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2016 expected to be the year of virtual reality gaming, videos and movies as technology improves 
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Just this year, Apple, Nokia, 
Netflix, the New York Times, GoPro, 
the Discovery Channel and even toy 
maker Mattel introduced loads of 
hardware and content for immersive 
technology — a burgeoning market 
segment that includes virtual reality, 
augmented reality and other means 

of putting users in an alternate 
universe, usually with the aid of 
computer-connected goggles.

Expect 2016 to be even bigger. 
Right now, Samsung’s Gear VR is 
the only major brand with a headset 
available to consumers. But come 
next year, Sony’s Playstation VR, 
Facebook’s Oculus Rift and HTC’s 

Vive are expected to be released 
and rumored to range in price from 
about $300 to $1,500.

Moviemakers are investing in 
more sophisticated immersive 
equipment. Many were rigging 
cameras together to capture the 
360-degree view. Now Nokia is 
introducing a $60,000 camera called 

the Ozo specifically for high-quality 
virtual reality content.

The challenge will be finding 
enough games, movies, TV shows 
and other software to make the 
technology compelling. Remember 
when 3-D glasses were supposed to 
be the next big thing?

On that front are game makers 
like Ubisoft Entertainment, which 
is developing “Eagle Flight” for 
Sony Playstation VR, which allows 
players to control an eagle over an 
abandoned Paris, overgrown with 
trees and vegetation.

German software developer 
Crytek is producing a game for 
Oculus Rift, “The Climb,” a harrow-
ing adventure in which users climb 
dangerous mountains and rock 

faces.
And Samsung’s Gear VR — the 

most affordable of the major head-
sets at $100 apiece — is amping 
up existing mobile games such as 
“Temple Run” with the VR treatment.

Beyond games, the New York 
Times’ partnership with Google 
Cardboard demonstrated the 
medium’s potential in journalistic 
storytelling. Meanwhile, Apple 
released a U2 music video in VR.

Kinks remain — namely, dial-
ing-down the vomit factor when 
getting disoriented wearing one of 
the headsets. And here’s hoping 
there’s a way to one day look less 
dorky strapping a plastic block to 
your face.

—David Pierson

Looks like Google Glass is back
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Remember Google Glass, the optical head-mounted display prototype that 
Google stopped selling in January?

It looks like the wearable, which never really took off, is getting a second 
chance.

Photos of a new version of Google Glass appeared in a filing on the 
Federal Communications Commission website on Monday, showing new 
features such as foldable arms, a larger glass prism (which acts as a screen) 
and a new charging port.

The filing also included a manual with user instructions, not too different 
from the original Google Glass.

Google announced in January that Google Glass was “graduating” from 
the tech giant’s secretive lab for developing new technologies and would 
be spun off as its own entity within the company. As part of the transition, it 
stopped selling the wearable.

The company did not reveal at the time what plans it had for Google 
Glass, but reports emerged months later that the technology was now being 
developed for business use.

Google did not immediately respond to requests for comment, and it is 
unclear whether the model that appeared on the FCC’s website is a con-
sumer or enterprise product.

Unlike other electronic wearables such as fitness trackers and smart 
watches, Google Glass received a lackluster response when it launched to 
the public in 2014. In addition to the head-mounted display’s camera stoking 
privacy concerns, the wearable wasn’t discreet because people wore it on 
the bridge of their nose like a pair of glasses.

Right now, Samsung’s Gear VR is the only major brand with a virtual 
reality headset available to consumers, but 2016 will bring a slew of new 
virtual reality products to the table. (Photo courtesy Samsung/TNS)

Windows 10 keeps growing, now running on 200M devices
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SEATTLE — Microsoft’s Windows 
10 is running on 200 million per-
sonal computers and other devices.

Adoption of the new operating 
system, launched at the end of July, 
is the fastest of any version of Win-
dows in the Seattle-area company’s 
history, Windows marketing chief 
Yusuf Mehdi said in a blog announc-

ing the figure. Microsoft has tried to 
speed that uptake by offering the 
software as a free update for most 
non-business users of Windows 8.1 
and Windows 7, the two previous 
versions, which account for most 
Windows users.

The latest tally is boosted by the 
inclusion of the Xbox One. Users 
of the latest version of Microsoft’s 

video game console started receiv-
ing a Windows 10-based update in 
November. The count also includes 
the first smartphones to run the 
operating system.

Prior to the availability of 
smartphone or Xbox variants of the 
software, Microsoft in early October 
said 110 million devices were run-
ning Windows 10.
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History of 
the World

By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Jan. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1803, James Monroe and Robert 
Livingston sailed for Paris to try 
to buy New Orleans from the 
French. Instead, they got the 
entire Louisiana Purchase. In 
1878, milk was delivered in glass 
bottles for the first time.

Jan. 12: ON THIS DATE in 
1896, H.L. Smith took the first 
X-ray. In 1971, “All in the Family” 
debuted on CBS-TV.

Jan. 13: ON THIS DATE in 
1733, Georgia, the last of the 
original 13 colonies, was begun 
by reformer James Oglethorpe 
and about 130 English settlers. 

In 1942, German U-boats began 
harassing American freighters off 
Florida’s Atlantic coast.

Jan. 14: ON THIS DATE in 
1697, the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony held a day of fasting and 
repentance for having executed 
people convicted of witchcraft, 
beginning with the Salem trials of 
1692. In 1952, NBC’s “Today” show 
premiered, featuring Dave Garro-
way as host.

Jan. 15: ON THIS DATE in 1535, 
Henry VIII declared himself head of 
the English church. In 1939, Nestle 
marketed chocolate chips and the 
recipe for the cookies that Ruth 
Wakefield had invented at her Toll 
House Inn in Whitman, Mass., nine 
years earlier.

Jan. 16: ON THIS DATE in 1920, 
Prohibition began in the United 
States under the 18th Amendment 
to the Constitution. Prohibition 

was repealed in 1933 by the 21st 
Amendment. In 1991, Operation 
Desert Storm began to drive Iraqi 
forces out of Kuwait.

Jan. 17: ON THIS DATE in 
1949, the first Volkswagen Beetle 
arrived in the United States. 
Ferdinand Porsche had designed 
it at the request of Adolf Hitler. 
In 1956, Ford Motor Co. began 
selling stock to the public, ending 
total family control of the com-
pany.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1953, 68 
percent of the nation’s television 
audience tuned in as Americans 
cheered the birth of son Ricky to 
sitcom stars Lucille Ball and Desi 
Arnaz.

This week’s question: In 
1953, a chimpanzee joined the 
cast of NBC’s “Today” show. What 
was his name?

our encounter. I don’t want to talk 
about politics or be convinced of 
anything. Tell me about your chil-
dren and show me photos of your 
family and pets. This year, I will 
just smile and change the subject, 
or at last try.

4) In 2016, I will go to the gym 
more often. This is a throwback 
to last year’s resolutions. Unfortu-
nately, it has been broken several 
times. The major problem is that 
it’s easier to watch sports. But I 
will again make a concerted effort 
to reduce the gym’s profit margin 
on my membership. I will also try 
to reduce the time I am on my 
phone in the gym, and try to exer-
cise more. This is another repeat 
from last year .

5) In 2016, I will appreciate 
more the small town life. Not that 
I don’t appreciate it now, but I 
thought I’d throw it in because the 
other day I left my gas cap at the 
pump and then bought a new one. 
The next day my wife stopped at 
the same station and mentioned 
that I left the gas cap there. The 

attendant said someone turned it 
in and gave it back to her. That is 
small town living. Now I have two 
gas caps.

6) In 2016 … wait, got another 
Facebook message. Be right back. 
Repeat No. 2.

7) In 2016, I promise to recon-
sider buying junk on eBay that 
seems like a good idea before 
pressing the pay button. One 
example: My 8-track player and 
tapes now sit in a corner accumulat-
ing dust. But it still, a good show-
and-tell item. I will shop locally more 
for useable items.

8) In 2016, I will (along the same 
lines) not attempt to explain to 
anyone under 20 years old how 
grooves in a plastic record make 
sounds. They seem to understand 
ones and zeros better.

9) In 2016, I will not make resolu-
tions like eat healthier, be kinder or 
all that other stuff everyone makes. 
But, I will try to be more patient in 
the bank line when I leave my smart 
phone at the house. Last time I did 
that, I overheard a couple of people 
discussing how it’s good to beat 

your kids to discipline them. I’d 
rather be listening to music.

10) In 2016, I will not make a 
10th resolution. Let’s just stop at 
nine and be untraditional.

Here are the top 10 New 
Year’s resolutions as listed by 
statisticbrain.com (It’s amazing 
what you can find on the Internet 
machine these days).

1: Lose Weight; 2: Get Orga-
nized; 3: Spend Less, Save More; 
4: Enjoy Life to the Fullest; 5: Stay 
Fit and Healthy; 6: Learn Some-
thing Exciting; 7: Quit Smoking; 8: 
Help Others in Their Dreams; 9: 
Fall in Love; and 10: Spend More 
Time with Family.

Milk toast, but according to 
the same website, 75 percent of 
people making resolutions are 
breaking them in about one week. 
It’s another First World problem.

Happy belated New Year, dear 
reader. I hope you and I can carry 
on with our resolutions for a while 
longer, at least into February.

Hold on, I got a Facebook mes-
sage again. Be right back. That 
No. 2 is going to be a problem.

Promises, promises: My official New year’s resolutions
(Continued from Page 1)

Excessive drinking damages the brain 
By Allie Shah
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

Something to mull over: New technology reveals how excessive drinking 
causes lasting damage to your brain.

Multiple studies using brain scans show chronic heavy drinking causes 
shrinking of the brain’s frontal cortex — the home of higher-order thinking 
skills. Brain scans also reveal reduced white matter, which controls inhibi-
tions, according to the National Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.

The upshot: the longer and more a person drinks, the worse his or her 
ability to make judgments and control impulses.

The NIAAA notes that some of the damage can be reversed with sobriety, 
but other changes appear to be permanent.

How much is too much alcohol? The risk of developing serious health 
issues related to drinking is low for men who consume no more than 14 
drinks a week or four on a single day, the NIAAA says. For women, the 
danger is low if you have no more than seven drinks a week or three on a 
given day.

Automakers report boost in sales for 2015
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

As automakers have released December and full-year sales results, all 
signs indicate that the U.S. auto market is healthy and robust.

Several companies have reported gains in December, with some in the 
double digits. Nissan’s sales jumped 19 percent, Fiat Chrysler’s climbed 13 
percent, Toyota’s rose nearly 11 percent, and Honda’s went up almost 10 
percent. Ford posted an 8 percent increase, and General Motors said its 
sales rose 6 percent.

Several have declared that their December or full-year sales broke com-
pany records. Edmunds.com predicted last month that new vehicle sales in 
2015 would total 17.5 million, beating the previous record of 17.35 million set 
in 2000.

The numbers released so far point to continued growth in the auto indus-
try, said Eric Lyman, vice president of industry insights at TrueCar.

“Even if we don’t see that this is the best year ever, I think that the funda-
mentals of the market say that this is still one of the best,” he said.
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Waned
6 “Boyhood” actor Ethan
11 Taking a personal day, say
14 Emancipation Proclamation 
subject
15 Tale of Achilles and Agamemnon
16 Bro
17 Computer user’s combination
19 Green prefix
20 Gallery display

21 Pinnacle
22 Accustoms (to)
24 Wan
26 Pen points
29 They may be run at bars
30 What potatoes and needles both 
have
31 AT&T, briefly
33 Nebraska tribe
34 Biblical beast
36 Waikiki’s island

38 Aegean island
39 Computer user’s combination
43 14-time NBA All-Star Duncan
44 Washing machine filler
45 Anthem contraction
46 Indian princess
48 Rainbow maker
50 Leave out
54 Have __: be connected
55 Boy with a dragon, in a Disney 
classic
56 Wine region near San Francisco
57 Part of USSR
60 Louis XVI, for one
62 Resistance measure
63 “Game of Thrones” airer
64 Computer user’s combination
68 Spot for a Bluetooth headset
69 United Arab Emirates city
70 Cat-__-tails
71 Dr. of rap
72 Pine (for)
73 Modern surgical tool

DOWN
1 Get away from it all
2 DVD alternative
3 War movie scene
4 Actress Gabor
5 Bit of progress
6 Many a Woodstock attendee
7 In the style of
8 Ill. neighbor
9 Prince William’s wife
10 Genesis garden
11 Like Verdi’s most famous works
12 Subject of the 2010 film “The 
Social Network”
13 Follows dental advice
18 “Please continue”
23 __-Aztecan: language family
25 Actor Morales
27 Dagwood’s wife
28 Big bunch
32 “Give me a break!”
35 NBC show with skits
37 Suffix with glob
39 Place for cocktails and music
40 Hardly a picky eater?
41 50+ org.
42 Waffle maker
43 Vandalized
47 Pasta suffix
49 Muscle injury
51 New Zealand natives
52 Samsung Galaxy competitor
53 Mess (with), as a lock
58 Whirlpool
59 T, on a test
61 Fan mail recipient
65 Lawyer’s gp.
66 Long-snouted fish
67 “CSI” evidence
(c)2016 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, INC.

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
OHIO  IOWA  UTAH  MAINE  IDAHO  HAWAII  NEVADA  MONTANA
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: FLOUT  GRAIN  BUTANE  DUGOUT
Answer: When he proposed during their card game, it was -- A BIG “DEAL”

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Don’t work at cross purposes with 
faithful fans. Errors in the petty 
details can throw you for a loop in 
the first half of the week. Double 
check information gathered from 
a phone call and wait to sign 
contracts.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Push ahead using people power. 
Your connections and support-
ers can give you the knowledge 
to make your dreams a reality in 
the week ahead. Set goals for the 
future and gather information.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In 

the beginning of the week it may 
be difficult to nail appointments to 
an exact time or to get an accurate 
appraisal of details. People may 
be evasive about confidential mat-
ters. Avoid heated confrontations.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In 
the week ahead you may need to 

back down. Those in close con-
nection may be more interested 
in achieving their ambitions than 
playing romantic games with you. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Make 
prudent choices with your finances 
and possessions in the week to 
come. Put the quarter in the bank 
account instead of in the gumball 
machine. Your phone may ring 
off the hook and you may receive 
some sound advice.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Pamper yourself and make peace. 
Spend a few dollars on something 
that makes your job easier or 
revamp your banking routines in 
the week ahead. A simple phone 
call can put things back on track 
with a family member.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Focusing on unrealistic goals 
or imagined slights could waste 
time and energy. Your partner or 
significant other has the right idea. 
Instead of taking the lead and fight-
ing shadows, try being a follower in 
the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Your creative juices may flow like 
the Mississippi in the week ahead. 
Spend as much time as possible 
with projects or hobbies that gives 

you a chance to express inspiring 
ideas and offer a deep sense of 
satisfaction.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Buy higher octane gasoline 
for your car if you hear the engine 
knocking. But when your personal 
energies flag you might need more 
than extra calories. Search for 
inspirational and encouraging guid-
ance this week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Put the pedal down on your 
passion. Ambition could be your 
middle name in the upcoming 
week. You are capable of accom-
plishing anything and have the 
wisdom and good judgment.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You could be more than willing 
to fight for what you want as the 
week begins. What you really want 
is unspoken and may be a hidden 
passion. Give yourself a few extra 
days to sort out your feelings.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Don’t be a slave to tradition but 
don’t throw out traditions with-
out having something to replace 
them. Embracing novel ideas and 
progressive philosophies can lead 
to prosperity and efficiency in the 
week ahead.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Bulletin  Horoscope
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