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When I filled up with gas at my 
neighborhood convenience store 
right down the block, I noticed 
that the price was higher than at 
the big chain stations.

“I’m here to buy your expen-
sive gas,” I joked.

The owner runs the store, 
and we often chat a little when I 
go in there. She bought the gas 
months ago wholesale at $2.67 
a gallon.

To save 
the shipping 
charge, the 
store had to 
buy 10,000 
gallons at a 
time. So, do 
that math. 
It had to be 
paid for at 

the time of purchase. No monthly 
terms are given to these small 
operations. The gas lasts a long 
time, because the store does not 
do as much volume as the big 
stations.

But late last year, the bottom 
started dropping out of the oil 
prices. OPEC kept the world 
supplies high, even though the 
price per barrel was dropping. 
When supplies are high, OPEC 
usually cuts production to drive 
prices back up.

This time, though, OPEC 
wanted a bigger share of the 
global market, and didn’t mind 
taking a hit. We have been 
increasing production here at 
home through fracking, and a 

RAMBLINGS

By Peter Funt
Special to The Bulletin

The Sony hacking story is the 
gift that keeps on giving. It’s got 
it all: cyber crime, international 
intrigue, political posturing - plus 
a tantalizing trove of corporate 
and celebrity gossip. 

But most remarkable is how 
all of the above combine to 
make “The Interview” a silly little 
film once destined for mediocre 
reviews and tepid grosses, a hit. 
Not even the best and bright-
est in Hollywood’s PR industry 
could have mounted a campaign 
to rival the work of the North 
Koreans. 

“Local theater to show ‘The 
Interview,’” screamed the page-
one headline in one California 
daily, the Monterey Herald. 
Imagine that: page one! Several 
websites such as Gizmodo 
published a complete list of 
theaters, nationwide, showing 
the film. A complete list! Every 
theater from the Kew Gardens 
Cinema in Queens, N.Y., to the 
Magic Valley Cinema 13 in Twin 
Falls, Idaho. 

Sony hacking 
has its benefit

Will Russia give back Greek 
statue on loan from Britain? 

See Page 10
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HA! … I’VE GOT YOU NOW! 
… OUCH~ … NO! …. OW! A 
man lurking in a park in Sussex, 
England, leapt out and grabbed 
a passing 14-year-old schoolgirl 
from behind, pinning her arms 
to her sides. But the kid turned 
out to be extremely skilled in the 
martial arts, and demonstrated 
this by breaking free and launch-
ing a firestorm of punches and 
kicks on him.

POLLY WANTS A TACO! A 
parrot flew away from his home in 
California and was gone for four 
years. Nobody knows where he 
had gone, but when he returned, 
he was speaking Spanish.

WHOSE MOMMY’S LITTLE 
DEMON? HMMM? WHO IS? 
YOU ARE, THAT’S WHO: A 
woman in Perm, Russia, had 
such a difficult time delivering her 
baby that she named the poor 
child Lucifer. 

JUST GRAB THE ONE WITH-
OUT A NUMBER ON HIS SHIRT: 
A man who was being chased 
by police in Chicago attempted 
to evade them by joining in a 
passing marathon and trying to 
blend in with the runners. It didn’t 
work. The cops tackled him and 
charged him with possession of 
ecstasy.

IT MUST BE VOODOO: 
Someone removed the under-
pants of 26 women in the village 
of Gokwe, Zimbabwe, as they 
slept. The chief of the region said 
after the women awoke to find 
themselves bare from the waist 
down that he suspects witchcraft 
or supernatural involvement in the 
incident.

WE’LL CALL THIS EXHIBIT 
A: Two men confronted three 
young women in New Orleans, 
and robbed them of their purses 
and cell phones at gunpoint. 

They were caught because they 
photographed themselves holding 
handguns with one of the phones, 
and the pictures were automati-
cally uploaded onto the victim’s 
Facebook page.

WAKE UP, LADY; YOU’RE 
NOT DREAMING: A drunken 
woman passed out at the wheel 
of her car while stopped in traf-
fic. Police showed up, parked 
cruisers to the front and rear 
of her vehicle, and attempted 
to rouse her by banging on her 
windows. She woke up startled 
and slammed into the cop car in 
front of her.

CARS … SPLAT! … MUST 
BE … SPLAT! … IN GARAGES! 
A 58-year-old man threw eggs at 
his neighbors’ cars over a three-
month period, because he was 
upset that they were parking on 
the street where they all lived in 
Clermont, Fla. One victim finally 
set up a video camera and caught 
him in the act. He has been 
charged with criminal mischief.

RIGHT, DESTROY IT, YEAH, 
THAT’S WHAT I’LL DO: A grand-
mother, who spotted a five-foot-
tall plant growing in her garden in 
Exmouth, England, sent a picture 
of it to a horticultural program 
to find out what it was. She was 
surprised to find out that it was 
marijuana. Police asked her to 
destroy it.

SOMETIMES, YOU SHOULD 
JUST LAY LOW, YOU KNOW: 
Even though he had seven war-
rants out for his arrest, a young 
man thought it would be O.K. to 
call attention to himself by practic-
ing his knife-throwing skills on a 
tree in the commercial district of 
Corvallis, Ore. Someone called 
the cops, who arrested him as 
soon as they discovered he was a 
fugitive from justice.

               LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine and 
Beer Retailer’s Permit (BG) by 
Marissa McMinn dba Surfin Rita, 
to be located at 403 E. Hwy 332, 
Surfside Beach, Brazoria County, 
Texas. Marissa McMinn is the sole 
owner of said corporation.

• MLKCC- Gospel Choir Celebration - Saturday - Jan. 10, 2015  at Greater 
Mt. Zion Church in Brazoria,Texas. Time: 6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal dates- 
January 6,8,9, at GMZ. Time: 7 p.m. 

• MLKCC- Community Worship Service-Thursday, Jan.15 at  7p.m. at 
New Jerusalem Baptist Church in Freeport. Speaker- Pastor: Rev. Donnell 
Johnson 

• 29th MLKCC Banquet-Saturday, Jan. 17, 2015 at 7 p.m. at the Dow 
Academic Center-Brazosport College, Lake Jackkson, Texas. Speaker- Dr. 
Hugh Dell Gatewood (President of Women Auxiliary of the National Baptist 
Convention USA, Inc.). Tickets: $30 for adults, $20 for students (K-12).  

• MLKCC- Parade/Rally- Monday, Jan.19 at 11 a.m. Downtown Freeport to 
Freeport Municipal Park. 

• Annual MLKCC Poster & Essay Contest-Deadline for entries Jan. 29,at 
4 p.m. to Brazoria County area Library. Go to web site: www.mlkcc.org for  
contest rules and requirements. Awards Ceremony will be held on Feb. 17,  
at 6:30p.m. at Brazosport College Gator Hall, Lake Jackson.   

Brazoria County MLK events schedule

Spending bill surprise: Congress ends federal government’s ban on medical marijuana
By Evan Halper
Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS)

WASHINGTON — Tucked deep 
inside the 1,603-page federal 

spending measure is a provision 
that effectively ends the federal 
government’s prohibition on medical 
marijuana and signals a major shift 

in drug policy.
The bill’s passage marks the first 

time Congress has approved nation-
ally significant legislation backed 
by legalization advocates. It brings 
almost to a close two decades of 
tension between the states and 
Washington over medical use of 
marijuana.

Under the provision, states where 
medical pot is legal would no longer 
need to worry about federal drug 
agents raiding retail operations. 
Agents would be prohibited from 
doing so.

The Obama administration has 

largely followed that rule since last 
year as a matter of policy. But the 
measure approved as part of the 
spending bill.

Pot advocates had lobbied Con-
gress to embrace the administra-
tion’s policy, which they warned was 
vulnerable to revision under a less 
tolerant future administration.

More important, from the 
standpoint of activists, Congress’ 
action marked the emergence of a 
new alliance in marijuana politics: 
Republicans are taking a prominent 
role in backing states’ right to allow 

use of a drug the federal govern-
ment still officially classifies as more 
dangerous than cocaine.

“This is a victory for so many,” 
said the measure’s co-author, 
Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, R-Calif. 
The measure’s approval, he said, 
represents “the first time in decades 
that the federal government has 
curtailed its oppressive prohibition 
of marijuana.”

By now, 32 states and the District 
of Columbia have legalized pot or 
its ingredients to treat ailments, a 
movement that began in the 1990s. 



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com   (979) 849-5407    January 6, 2015   THE BULLETIN  Page 3

Strange but True By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Human vs. animal 
blood

Q.  In an emergency, could you 
receive a blood transfusion from the 
family dog or some other animal?

A.  Not on your life.  As you know, 
blood types and compatibility are 
critical issues.  It was 1901 when 
Karl Landsteiner discovered blood 
types A, B and O, says Veronique 
Greenwood in “Discover” magazine.  
Today there are fully 33 typing 
systems recognized by the Interna-
tional Society of Blood Transfusion, 
with names like Lutheran, Duffy, 
Hh/Bombay and Ok. 

Blood types refer to the different 
molecules on the surface of red 
blood cells, which if mismatched 
can trigger a fatal immune reaction.

Interestingly, blood types are not 
unique to humans; dogs have more 
than a dozen.  Before blood types 
were discovered, doctors experi-
mented with transfusions between 
humans and animals, with disas-
trous results. 

 In 1667, physician Jean-Baptiste 
Denis twice infused a man with 
calf’s blood, attempting to cure his 
mental illness, but after a larger 
second transfusion, he began vom-
iting and passing black urine.  With 
the third transfusion, the man died.  

Denis was tried for murder but was 
acquitted when evidence pointed to 
the patient having been poisoned 
with arsenic.  As historian Holly 
Tucker wrote in her book “Blood 
Work”: “Other doctors had orches-
trated the poisoning, fearing the 
procedure was morally dangerous, 
and wanting to make sure Denis 
failed before he started a trend.”

New car sound
Q.  What does a car sound like, 

and who cares?
A.  Make that a new car, and 

plenty of people care, especially 
those in the market for one and 
those eager to make a sale.  Manu-
facturers are well aware of how 
consumers take a rather extensive 
automotive sounding, says Pam 
Frost Gorder in “New Scientist” 
magazine. 

Give that door a slam!  Does 
it issue a pleasing thunk?  When 
safety legislation insisted on extra 
metal in doors, a tinny sound 
resulted,  requiring some adjust-
ment in the weight of other door 
components such as door locks and 
hinge design, to achieve a “clean” 
slamming sound.  

Also, tap on the dashboard.  As 
many as 1 out of 4 would-be buyers 
in one study actually did so as they 

looked over a car, meaning the 
acoustics of the glove compart-
ment might become a selling or 
killing feature.  Finally, fiddle with 
the windows.  Experiments suggest 
that to convey high-quality, “electric 
windows should sound quiet and 
dull and have a stable motor 
speed when opened or closed.  It 
seems we prefer our windows to be 
boring.”

At the speed of color
Q.  The bright red bumper sticker 

on the car ahead of you reads, “If 
this sticker is blue, then you are 
driving too fast.”  Physicists get the 
joke.  Do you?  

A.  First, a quick lesson on the 
“Doppler effect”:  When a fire truck 
races on past, the siren comes 
toward you at one pitch, then the 
pitch drops noticeably as it goes 
by, says John Henshaw in “an 
(equation) for every occasion = 
52 formulas + (why) they matter.”  
The Doppler effect also works with 
light waves, with the color of an 
approaching object appearing bluer 
(higher “pitch”) and one moving 
away appearing redder (lower 
“pitch”). 

But the speed of light (186,000 
miles per second) is so much larger 
than the speed of a car that the 
color shifts are entirely negligible.  
Indeed, to shift a red bumper sticker 
all the way to blue, you would have 
to approach the car in front of you 
at about 60% the speed of light, or 
112,000 miles per second!  Hence 
the joke.

The radar guns used by police 
to measure vehicle speeds rely 
on the Doppler effect.  They emit 
microwaves that bounce off the 
car and back again, where their 
frequency is measured.  The 
change in frequency (“pitch”) from 
the transmitted to the reflected 
microwaves reveals the speed of 
the target.  Though these changes 
are tiny, they have been accurately 
measured for many years: 

Police first used this type of tech-
nology against speeding cars in the 
United States in 1954.  “Christian 
Johann Doppler would have been 
proud.”

(Send STRANGE questions to brothers 
Bill and Rich at strangetrue@cs.com)
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lot of independent companies have 
been making a good profit.

But if the price per barrel goes 
down to the point where fracking 
becomes too expensive, and those 
operations fold, OPEC grabs a 
larger chunk of the global market. 
Lose a little now, gain a lot later. Not 
a bad plan.

Let’s throw Russia in the mix
Russia’s economy depends to a 

large extent on oil and gas exports 
to Western Europe. But Russia 
attacked Ukraine in 2014, and 
continues to occupy the country’s 
Eastern cities, including Crimea. 
The West imposed sanctions that 
started devaluing the Ruble, the 
Russian currency.

The sanctions were working well 
enough when OPEC decided to 
make its move to corner the world’s 
oil market. As the price per barrel 

dropped again, Russia’s cash on 
hand dwindled, and the Ruble 
plunged even lower.

As more sanctions took effect, 
and Russians started dumping 
their Rubles for Euros and Dollars, 
the Ruble was on the skids, and 
Russia’s economy took some big 
hits.

Suspicious minds would venture 
to guess that since OPEC was 
going to do this anyway, the USA 
had a hand in the timing to give 
Russia a double whammy. That’s 
the price of invading a weaker 
neighbor and strong-arming its 
people.

There are unintended victims 
on both sides, but the odds are 
that we can hold out longer and 
take a lesser hit than the Russian 
economy. 

Some domestic oil producers will 
shut down. If enough do, OPEC will 

have its wish. But while this experi-
ment is taking place, there is one 
more effect that is actually good for 
the American economy.

Gas prices have plummeted in 
many parts of the country to under 
$2 per gallon, including in our area, 
and it’s not expected that prices will 
rise anytime soon.

Here is how good we have it now. 
In 1969, the price of gas was 35 
cents per gallon. That was cheap. 
That’s why I didn’t care that my 
1968 Buick Skylark only got 9 MPG. 
But $2 today, which is about what a 
gallon of gas costs now, was worth 
30 cents in 1969, according to the 
inflationary index.

Gas today is cheaper than it was 
in 1969.

Our pay is not what it was in 
1969. We are getting a heck of a 
deal right now, while the West is 
trying to school Russia and OPEC is 

trying to grab a bigger share of the 
world market.

Not putting all that money in the 
fuel tank has allowed shoppers to 
have a great Christmas, and helped 
the economy boom in the 4th 
quarter.

But my friend, the convenience 
store owner, is now selling gas 
she bought wholesale at $2.67, 
for $1.98. She lowered the price 
to what the chains charge and is 
taking a big hit. She and owners of 
other independent stores like hers, 

are the unintended victims.
The sooner she can clear the gas 

out of her tanks, the sooner she 
can get another shipment, perhaps 
at a nice low rate. Maybe by that 
time the market will start creeping 
up, and she’ll make up some of her 
losses.

Maybe.
Meanwhile, I’m filling up there as 

much as I can to help her. I hope 
these stores make it, and continue 
to be part of our community. But it 
doesn’t look good right now.

The ups and downs of cheap gas; Why production is up while oil prices keep decreasing
(Continued from Page 1)

In Reno, Christmas trees get their goat
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

Christmas is already a memory. 
And around Reno, Nev., there are 
sounds to prove it.

They go something like this: 
munch, munch, munch.

They’re goats. And they’re eating 
Christmas trees.

Truckee Meadows Fire Protec-
tion District in Nevada has began 
using a unique — not to men-
tion environmentally sustainable 
— method of recycling the symbol 
of Christmas. Pine needles and all.

The program’s goal is to keep 
Christmas trees out of the landfill, 
and to reduce illegal dumping 
along with eliminating what might 
otherwise be a fire danger, firefight-
ers say.

“Goats have all kinds of fire 
hazard uses — eating old Christ-
mas trees is just one of them,” 
Amy Ray, fire marshal for the 
Truckee Meadows district, told the 
Los Angeles Times.

The program is the brainchild (or 
in goat terms, brain kid) of Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District 
volunteer Vince Thomas, who 
created a business he calls Goat 
Grazers to employ the family’s 40 
goats.

And coincidentally, they love 
Christmas trees.

“They’ll eat it all – the pine 
needles included — and leave the 
skeleton of the tree,” Thomas, a 
longtime volunteer firefighter, told 
the Times. 
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BASF’s Freeport site is donating 150 diapers to the first 150 babies born 
this year at Brazosport Regional Health System to kick off BASF’s 150th 
anniversary celebration. The Freeport site manufactures superabsorbent 
polymers used in diapers that provide high levels of absorption, permeability 
and absorbency.

“BASF has built its 150-year legacy on sustaining future generations,” said 
Chris Witte, senior vice president of the BASF Freeport site. “We felt it would 
be a great way to reinforce our commitment to the future by serving the 
newest members of our community.”

BASF’s official anniversary event will take place April 23 in Ludwigshafen, 
Germany, where BASF was founded. In addition to celebrations and histori-
cal perspectives planned locally, BASF has prepared a global co-creation 
program called Creator Space™ that focuses on the topics of energy, food 
and urban living. To learn more, visit https://creator-space.basf.com.

BASF Freeport donates diapers to Brazosport Regional in recognition of its 150th global anniversary

 To honor BASF’s global 150th anniversary, local representative Cindy Suggs (second from right) donates 
the first set of 150 diapers for the first 150 babies born in 2015 at Brazosport Regional (BRHS).  From left, 
Scott Briner, VP of Professional Services of BRHS; Kristal Smith, RN; Debbie McCoslin, RN; and Tina Rogers, 
RN/BSN and Director of Brazosport Regional Women’s Center, recently received the diapers so they could be 
ready when the first baby rings in the New Year. 

Most metro areas see gains in construction jobs
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

A new building industry report found that the number of construction jobs 
rose in 66 percent of U.S. metropolitan areas for the year that ended Nov. 
30, a sign that the economic recovery is spreading to that once hard-hit 
sector.

The Associated General Contractors of America, the construction indus-
try’s largest trade group, said in its report that demand was so strong that 
some regions had begun to experience labor shortages.

“It is good news that construction employment is now rising in two-thirds of 
the nation’s metro areas,” said Ken Simonson, the group’s chief economist. 
“But now that the unemployment rate for construction workers has fallen to a 
seven-year low, it has become a major challenge to find qualified workers in 
many fields.”
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Look for us on 
Facebook

See who is waiting for you at SPCA-BC

Come by the SPCA-BC Shelter at 141 Canna Ln., Lake Jackson, or we 
are at Brazos Mall, Petco and Petsmart every Saturday, to visit with these 
pets and many of their friends. Kennel sponsorships are now available 
for large or small kennels. Why not have your company or family recog-
nized with a plaque to show you care? Call (979) 285-2340, ext. 100, or visit 
www.spcabc.org for details. Help control the pet population. Have your pet 
spayed or neutered. Come by the  SPCA-BC, and fill out an application today.

Port Freeport to construct new administration building

Port Freeport will have a new 
administration building set to be 
completed by early 2016.  

The new three-story, 20,000 
sq. ft. administration building will 
be located at the corner of Cherry 
Street and State Highway 288 
in Freeport.  The entire facility is 
a tilt-wall panel building that will 

complement the recently completed 
Emergency Operations Center 
located near the main entry gate to 
Port Freeport. 

“We look forward to providing 
a positive and productive work 
environment for our employees,” 
said Glenn Carlson Executive Port 
Director/CEO.  Chief Financial 

Officer, Jeff Strader added, “No 
debt will incur with the constructing 
and furnishing of the facility, but will 
funded instead through a combina-
tion of current operating cash flow 
and investment holdings.”

The first floor will consist of the 
board room, board support spaces 
and associated public meeting 
accommodations.  The second floor 
includes office space for accounting, 
engineering departments and other 
support functions. 

The third floor includes offices for 
executive staff, business develop-
ment and additional Commission 
and legal office space as well as an 
area for future expansion. 

The overall site design will 
accommodate pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic, public and emer-
gency vehicle access, and areas for 
future development.  

The facility is positioned on the 
site to allow for the majority of office 
space to have direct views of Port 
Freeport property, including the 
newly installed cranes and lay-down 
areas.

  Port Freeport is committed 
to keeping the local community 
informed of its operations and 
results.  If you have questions 
or comments about this article, 
please email or call Glenn Carlson, 
Executive Port Director/CEO at 
carlson@portfreeport.com or call 
(979) 233-2667.

Photo renderings of new Port Freeport Administration Building.
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• Nate Dreyfus of Stillwater, 
Minnesota is only 9  years old, but 
he has really big heart. He put out 
donation boxes in his neighborhood 
and asked people to give money 
and coats, to be distributed among 
the homeless. On Dec. 3, with the 
help of his family, Nate showed 
up with 79 coats and $262 in cash 
at the St. Paul Area Council of 
Churches, which was very apprecia-
tive of his efforts.

• Jenny Karpen, a cashier at the 
Rotterdam, New York, Walmart, 
was ringing up an elderly man’s 
purchases, food and pet food, when 
the man came up $40 short. Instead 
of making him put back any items, 
Karper took out $40 from her purse 
and paid the difference. “I didn’t 
want him to go home and not have 
something that he really needed to 
eat,” she said. 

• Obie the daschund in Portland, 
Oregon weighed 77 pounds in 
2012. In 2014, he weighed in at 23 
pounds, and is now a 2015 calendar 
pin-up dog. Obie has lost 54 lbs., 
underwent skin removal surgery, 
and now looks and feels great. 

GOOD NEWS

Helicopter strengthens Texas Game Wardens
AUSTIN — The Texas Game 

Wardens today unveiled their new 
Airbus AS350B3e helicopter that 
will enhance the department’s 
statewide law enforcement appa-
ratus and assist with its search 
and rescue and disaster response 
efforts.

The aircraft is outfitted with the 
latest law enforcement technology 
and emergency response equip-
ment including a rescue hoist, 
thermal imager, searchlight, public 
address system, satellite commu-
nication and night vision. Funding 
for the new aircraft, which was 
approximately $5 million, was 
made possible through legisla-
tive appropriation during the 83rd 
Texas Legislative session.

 “We will not only be able to 

more efficiently move personnel 
and equipment across the state, 
but with the addition of the new 
hoist system, we will be able to 
better leverage our marine and 
ground assets to enhance our 
search and rescue capabilities 
during times of disaster,” said 
Col. Craig Hunter, TPWD Law 
Enforcement Director.

Among the new aircrafts 
advantages are its ability to carry 
additional game wardens includ-
ing its K9 teams during remote 
search and rescue missions or 
other specially trained person-
nel for specific assignments. In 
addition to the new helicopter, the 
department also has a fixed wing 
2009 Turbo Cessna Model 206 
aircraft.

It gets better. Congressman Brad 
Sherman, a California Democrat, 
has invited Sony to participate in a 
screening of “The Interview” in the 
Capitol. The U.S. Capitol! When 
was the last time a movie got spe-
cial treatment like that? 

“Everyone is talking about ‘The 
Interview,’” stated Sherman, as 
he joined those talking about “The 
Interview.” “I think it’s important for 
Congress to know, and see, what 
we are talking about.” Booya! 

As the Christmas gifts were being 
unwrapped at Sony, one of the film’s 
stars, Seth Rogen, tweeted: “The 
people have spoken! Freedom has 
prevailed!” 

A headline in the San Francisco 
Chronicle proclaimed, “’Patriotic 
duty’ pulls masses to movie.” How 
special. Sony’s near-fiasco has 
become more than entertainment, 
it’s a “cause.” 

Nothing will stop the public 
relations juggernaut now that Sony 
is cleverly marketing the movie 
concurrently in theaters and via 

in-home, pay-per-view streaming. In 
just the first four days sales totaled 
$3 million at the box office and an 
astounding $15 million online. 

Yet, buried in an NPR report 
on the complex Sony tale is this 
nugget about the cyber hack job 
that started it all: “Some experts 
also doubt whether [North Korea] 
has the capability to carry out such 
an attack.” 

But if not Kim Jong-un and his 
band of Commie movie critics, then 
who? Who would have access to 
private documents at Sony and 
would profit most from publicity that 
would transform an easily-forget-
table film into one of the year’s 
biggest stories? 

Amy Pascal, chief of Sony’s 
movie division, might not get invited 

to future White House Christmas 
parties, but she’s now in the running 
for Hollywood’s Executive of the 
Year. Imagine that! When the hack-
ing hit, Gawker.com analyzed her 
position, saying: “Pascal’s depart-
ment has taken something north of 
$50 million of Sony’s money and 
lit it on fire in the most spectacular 
and embarrassing way possible.” 
The article was one of many that 
predicted she would be fired. 

How big will the bonuses be for 
Pascal and her colleagues after 
“The Interview” turns a tidy profit? 
The only thing that could trump the 
Sony story as we already know 
it would be a leak showing that 
Pascal and Co. left the digital doors 
unlocked, hoping that North Korea 
would take the bait. 

Sony hacking turned ‘Interview’ from dud to big hit
(Continued from Page 1)
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Vaccine problems may 
signal rocky flu season
By Jonel Aleccia
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SEATTLE — Nancy Dragun wanted to ward 
off flu this year, so she got her family vaccinated 
early, a shot for herself and doses of the FluMist 
nasal spray for her two boys, ages 9 and 11.

“I trust the experts, I guess, and my pedia-
tricians have always recommended it,” said 
Dragun, 42, who works at the University of 
Washington.

But Dragun said she’s disturbed at new 
evidence showing this year’s vaccine — both the 
FluMist spray and the seasonal shots — likely 
won’t protect very well against targeted flu 
viruses. In the case of FluMist, there are prob-
lems with effectiveness in two of the three or four 
flu strains it’s formulated to hit.

At the start of what may be a bad flu season, 
health officials are scrambling to reassure the 
public that even though this year’s vaccine has 
problems, it’s still the best way to prevent poten-
tially deadly flu infections.

“The flu is a very wily and cagey virus,” said 
Dr. Don Shifrin, a Bellevue, Wash., pediatrician. 
“Every year we try to play whack-a-mole with the 
flu virus. Some years we do better than others, 
but we’re still in the game.”

A report released in November by the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
found that FluMist offered “no measurable effec-
tiveness” against one virus, the H1N1 swine flu, 
among children last year. Because the vaccine 
hasn’t changed, the same results may occur this 
year, health officials said.

Then CDC officials recently announced that 
the 2014-2015 vaccine is a poor match for about 
half of the H3N2 viruses that appear to be the 
dominant strain already spreading this season.

“Flu is unpredictable, but what we’ve seen thus 
far is concerning,” CDC Director Dr. Tom Frieden 
told news reporters.

This could be a worse-than-normal year for flu, 
Frieden added, because seasons in which H3 
viruses dominate typically cause more illnesses 
and deaths than seasons in which H1 viruses are 
common.

CDC officials also warned doctors about the 
problem, urging them — and consumers — to 
seek antiviral drugs such as Tamiflu and Relenza 
at the first sign of flu, especially for people par-
ticularly vulnerable to infection.

The antiviral drugs don’t stop flu, but they may 
shorten the intensity and duration of the illness, 
experts said.

The flu-vaccine problems are bad news for 
health officials, who recommend that everyone 
older than 6 months get shots or sprays. Only 
about 42 percent of adults and less than 60 
percent of kids and teens got inoculated for flu 
last year, according to the CDC.
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History of the World
By Mark Andrews
Tribune Content Agency

Jan. 5: ON THIS DATE in 1781, 
a British naval expedition led by 
American traitor Benedict Arnold 
attacked and burned Richmond, 
Va. In 1896, German physicist Wil-
helm Roentgen discovered X-rays. 
In 1961, the United States broke 
diplomatic relations with commu-
nist Cuba.

Jan. 6: ON THIS DATE in 1818, 
Major Gen. Andrew Jackson wrote 
to President Monroe offering to 
launch a covert invasion of Florida 
to take it from Spain. In 1942, 
Pan American Airlines started the 
first around-the-world commercial 
airline flight.

Jan. 7: ON THIS DATE in 1610, 
astronomer Galileo Galilei sighted 
four of Jupiter’s moons. In 1999, 
President Clinton’s impeachment 
trial began in the U.S. Senate; he 
was acquitted.

Jan. 8: ON THIS DATE in 1815, 
U.S. forces led by Andrew Jackson 
defeated the British in the Battle of 
New Orleans, the closing engage-
ment of the War of 1812. In 1908, 
a subway linking Brooklyn and 
Manhattan opened.

Jan. 9: ON THIS DATE in 

1839, the Daguerreotype photo 
process was announced at the 
French Academy of Science. In 
1964, anti-U.S. rioting broke out in 
the Panama Canal Zone, leaving 
21 Panamanians and three U.S. 
soldiers dead.

Jan. 10: ON THIS DATE in 
49 B.C., Julius Cesar crossed 
the Rubicon River on his inva-
sion of Italy; the event became a 
metaphor for “no turning back.” In 
1920, the League of Nations was 
established. In 1946, the first U.N. 
General Assembly convened in 
London.

Jan. 11: ON THIS DATE in 
1803, James Monroe and Robert 
Livingston sailed for Paris to try to 
buy New Orleans from the French. 
Instead, they got the entire Louisi-
ana Purchase - a half-billion acres 
for less than 3 cents an acre. In 
1949, snowfall was recorded in Los 
Angeles for the first time.

Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: This week in 1929, “Buck 
Rogers in the 25th Century,” the 
first science-fiction comic strip in 
the United States, premiered.

This week’s question: In 1952, 
the “Today” show premiered on 
NBC-TV. Who was its first host?

British lend Greek statue to Russian museum, but was 
it theirs to even lend, and will they get it back?

By Sergei L. Loiko
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
— Some stared in awe at the impec-
cable 25-century-old statue. Some 
walked past without even stopping. 
“It is not in their program,” explained 
a mentor for the latter group of gig-
gling schoolchildren.

One visitor suggested that Russia 
hold on to the iconic artwork rather 
than return it to Britain in mid-Janu-
ary at the conclusion of its short-
term loan.

And then there was the orderly 
group of somber-faced police 
cadets, who were intently observing 
the headless, handless and footless 
statue of the Greek river god Ilissos.

“That one will be hard to identify 
and solve,” said one of the junior 
detectives, evoking suppressed 
chuckles from his classmates.

The statue gazers — and non-

gazers — had come on a gray, 
windy December afternoon to the 
darkened but warm halls of the 
State Hermitage Museum, which is 
celebrating its 250th anniversary, 
to view the 10-times older Elgin 
Marbles piece, on loan for the occa-
sion from the British Museum.

The reclining male figure from the 
west pediment of the Parthenon in 
Athens was first dismantled more 
than 200 years ago and taken to 
London by a British diplomat. The 
Greek government has long insisted 
that the Marbles were looted and 
seeks their return.

The decision to lend it to Russia 
is almost as controversial, with 
critics calling Britain’s gesture of 
cultural goodwill an act of ill-advised 
appeasement toward Russia’s recal-
citrant president, Vladimir Putin.

At the Hermitage, few visitors 
seemed aware of the controversy 

surrounding the marble sculpture, 
whose presence here has been 
described by British Museum 
trustees as “a cause for celebration” 
for an anniversary that provides “the 
context to this significant loan.”

The other obvious context 
these days is the soaring ten-
sion between Russia and leading 
Western powers, including Britain, 
over Moscow’s March annexation of 
Crimea and its continuing support 
for pro-Russia rebels in eastern 
Ukraine. The moves have triggered 
international sanctions and perhaps 
the most significant East-West crisis 
since the Cold War.

“Most visitors I’ve spoken to these 
days talked about the sanctions 
and were amazed how (Mikhail) 
Piotrovsky (the longtime Hermitage 
general director) pulled it off at such 
a difficult time for Russia,” exhibit 
hall guardian Valentina Pavlova 
said. “One man said we should 
keep the exhibit just in case. You 
never know where things may go 
now that the whole world seems to 
be against us.”

Pavlova watched with some 
dismay as the group of schoolchil-
dren was ushered into an adjacent 
hall. The noisy youngsters were fol-
lowed by the clueless police cadets.

Also on hand was artist Tatiana 
Frolova, a Putin supporter who 
specializes in tombstone portraits. 
Frolova, in her mid-50s, saw poi-
gnant symbolism in the controversy 
over the statue’s ownership.

“The Brits are holding on to this 
collection, and they are doing the 
best they can to show it in a proper 
light to millions of people,” she said. 
“So Putin is right in a similar way 
when he says that we will keep 
Crimea as part of Russia and make 
it open and suitable to be enjoyed 
by the entire world, too. Whether it 
was a mistake or not, I trust Putin 
and I am confident he is acting in 
the best interests of Russia.”

The Marbles exhibit, which was 
prepared in secrecy and opened on 
Dec. 5 with little pomp, has been 
visited by Putin, adding political 
weight to an otherwise cultural and 
historic moment.

“Vladimir Vladimirovich stopped 
for some time in front of the statue 
and spoke amicably with Piotrovsky, 

but his face looked tired,” Pavlova 
recalled. “We were waiting for this 
visit, and some spent a night inside 
the museum.”

Curator Anna Trofimova agrees 
that the exhibition, coming when it 
has, carries political overtones. But 
she contends that holding it now 
“may build a new bridge of under-
standing between Russia and the 
West at a time when many other 

such bridges are being dismantled.”
“Our museums sent a joint mes-

sage to the rest of the world: Let’s 
trust each other, and let’s work 
together for humanitarian ideals and 
democracy promoted for centuries 
by this marvelous collection,” said 
Trofimova, who considers the exhi-
bition the high point of her career. 
“This is exactly the case when 
beauty may save the world.

The sculpure of the river god of Illissos from the British Museum is on 
display at the State Hermitage Museum in Saint Petersburg, Russia, on 
Tuesday. (Sergei L. Loiko/Los Angeles Times/TNS)
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Sponsors of this column

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 2-GRAHAM, or visit 
the Web site for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: www.billygraham.org.)

Whatever bad things happen, we can 
still turn to God for comfort and help

My Answer

By Billy Graham
Tribune Media Services 

Q: I used to believe in God, but 
I stopped after my mother died of 
cancer last year. She was barely 
50, and her death just didn’t make 
any sense. If God really exists, 
He wouldn’t have let this happen. 
- Mrs. J.R.

A: Elsewhere in your letter, you 
describe just how close you were 
to your mother, and I know her 
death still causes you great pain 
and sorrow.

Even if you don’t believe in Him 
right now, I want you to assure 
you that God knows all about your 
sorrow, and He shares in it. Do 
you remember when one of Jesus’ 
friends died, a man named Laza-
rus? Jesus knew His friend’s death 
was only temporary, and that soon 
he would be brought back to life by 
the power of God. But when Jesus 
went to His friend’s tomb, the Bible 
says He was overwhelmed with 

grief. It gives His response in just 
two words: “Jesus wept” (John 11:
35).

That is the shortest verse in 
the Bible, but it contains a world 
of meaning. It tells us that God 
knows all about our sorrow when 
a loved one dies, and yet He does 
not abandon us. It also tells us 
that God sees death as an enemy, 
an enemy that has now been 
conquered through the death and 
resurrection of Christ.

My prayer is that you will turn to 
God for the comfort you need. He 
loves you, and you need Him. Yes, 
sometimes life is perplexing, and 
we don’t know why God allows bad 
things to happen to us.

But God still loves us and is 
with us, and we can turn in faith to 
Him. Don’t dismiss Him any longer. 
Instead, let the Psalmist’s plea 
become yours: “May your unfailing 
love be my comfort” (Psalm 119:
76).

Chicago Tribune (TNS)
CHICAGO — After an armed 

man pointed a gun at the head of 
60-year-old convenience store clerk 
Ibrahim Rahmoun, he and his boss 
grabbed a gun and took action, 
leading to an exchange of gunfire 
outside a 7-Eleven on Chicago’s 
Northwest Side.

“The guy shot two bullets at us,” 
said Rahmoun. “We shot back at 
them. We shot eight.”

“I wasn’t scared...I don’t care, it 

doesn’t bother me. When you work 
the night shift, a lot of robberies 
happen” said Rahmoun, who was at 
the counter when two men entered 
the 7-Eleven about 1:25 a.m. and 
one said: “Give me your money.”

“I said, “are you joking?’” Rah-
moun said.

“I’m not joking!” the robber yelled 
as he pulled a gun and placed its tip 
at his head and told him he would 
“blow up” his head, Rahmoun said.

He gave them between $100 

and $130, and the two fled. But 
Rahmoun and his boss looked at 
the store’s surveillance camera and 
spotted a car parked in the alley.

The supervisor grabbed their gun 
and they walked outside.

“We went back to see which car, 
and he started shooting at us,” said 
the clerk. The boss fired eight times, 
hitting the back window of the car, 
which was found later, Rahmoun 
said. He did not know if any of the 
assailants were wounded.

7-Eleven robbers get into shoot-out with clerks,  flee with cash 

Children in Guinea playing with Insect-eating bats may have started Ebola epidemic in West Africa
By Monte Morin
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The fruit bat has long been 
suspected of sparking the ongoing 
Ebola epidemic in West Africa, but 
new research suggests that it may 
have been an insect-eating bat 
that first transmitted the virus to a 
human host.

In a study published in the 
journal EMBO Molecular Medicine, 

researchers said that the suspected 
natural reservoir for the Ebola virus 
may include more species of bats 
than previously thought.

After conducting interviews 
and testing animals in Meliandou, 
Guinea — the village in Guecke-
dou prefecture where a 2-year-
old boy first contracted the virus 
— researchers said the outbreak 
probably started when the boy and 

other children were playing with 
insect-eating bats in a large, hollow 
tree stump.

“Villagers reported that children 
used to play frequently in this hollow 
tree,” wrote wildlife epidemiologist 
and senior study author Fabian 
Leendertz, of Germany’s Robert 
Koch-Institute in Berlin, and his 
colleagues.

“When we arrived, the tree had 

been mostly burned and only 
the stump and fallen branches 
remained. Villagers reported that 
it burned on March 24, 2014, and 
that once the tree caught fire, a ‘rain 
of bats’ started. … The bats were 
described as lolibelo, that is, small, 

smelly bats with a long tail.”
It has not been proven that bats 

are the animal reservoir for the 
Ebola virus, but lab tests have 
shown that bats can be infected 
without dying, and are therefore 
believed to harbor the virus.
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VIDEOVIEW: Starting this week
By Jay Bobbin
Tribune Content Agency

“GET ON UP”: You can’t simply 
“get by” with playing dynamic 
music icon James Brown ... and 
Chadwick Boseman (“42”) is up 
to the challenge in director Tate 
Taylor’s (“The Help”) biographi-
cal drama. The script recalls the 
impoverished background of the 
performer who would become 
known as both “the Godfather of 
Soul” and “the hardest working 
man in show business,” explaining 
the aspects that would give Brown 
his professional drive. In the sup-
porting cast, Taylor reunites “Help” 
stars Viola Davis and Octavia 
Spencer, and adds Dan Aykroyd, 
Craig Robinson and Jill Scott. 
Mick Jagger was a producer of the 
film. DVD extras: four “making-of” 
documentaries; audio commentary 
by Taylor. *** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 
(Also on Blu-ray) and On Demand)

  “BOYHOOD”: Named the best 
picture of 2014 by the New York 
Film Critics Circle and Sight and 
Sound - and also listed among last 
year’s top movies by other organi-
zations and publications - writer-
director Richard Linklater’s drama 
was filmed over 12 years. It traces 
a youngster’s (Ellar Coltrane) 
coming of age, with the script 
structured as a different vignette of 
his life for each year represented. 
It’s amazing to think that the same 
cast (also with Ethan Hawke, of 
Linklater’s “Before Sunset” series, 
and Patricia Arquette as the most 
recognizable names and faces) 
committed to a project over that 
length of time; Linklater’s daughter 
Lorelei also is featured. *** (R: AS, 
P) (Also on Blu-ray)

  “BLACK SAILS: THE COM-
PLETE FIRST SEASON”: Soon to 
start its second season, the Starz 
pirate saga casts Toby Stephens 
(“Die Another Day”) as the legend-
ary Captain Flint, seen in the days 
before “Treasure Island” refer-
enced him. He’s a major influence 
on a young crew addition named 
John Silver (Luke Arnold), who 
will grow up to be an iconic pirate 
himself. They defend New Provi-
dence Island, a sort of paradise 
of vice, against other captains. 
Hannah New also appears in the 
Michael Bay-produced series, but 

the members of the technical team 
also are “stars” when you consider 
none of the very effective ship-
board footage actually was filmed 
at sea. DVD extras: six “making-of” 
documentaries. *** (Not rated: AS, 
V) (Also on Blu-ray)

  “LEFT BEHIND”: A remake of 
an earlier film, this drama makes 
a new run at bringing the best 
seller by Tim LaHaye and Jerry 
B. Jenkins to the screen. Millions 
of people suddenly disappear 
from the world, leaving those who 
remain to carry on ... including a 
pilot (Nicolas Cage) who’s airborne 
with a jet from which many pas-
sengers vanish during the flight. 
Lea Thompson, Chad Michael 
Murray, Nicky Whelan, Cassi 
Thomson and “American Idol” 
Season 6 winner Jordin Sparks 
also star for director Vic Arm-
strong, a veteran movie stunt man 
and stunt coordinator (“Raiders of 
the Lost Ark”). *** (PG-13: AS, V) 
(Also on Blu-ray)

  “NO GOOD DEED”: A woman 
(“Person of Interest” alum Taraji P. 
Henson) battles to protect herself 
and her children when a stranger 
(Idris Elba) proves more danger-
ous than he initially seems in this 
melodrama. After she plays good 
Samaritan and tries to help him out 
of a supposed problem, he turns 
out to be an escaped convict who 
causes considerable terror for her 
family. DVD extra: “making-of” 
documentary. *** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 
(Also on Blu-ray and On Demand)

  “GLEE: THE COMPLETE 
FIFTH SEASON”: Though a 
tribute to the Beatles opens this 
round of the Fox series - which is 
about to launch its sixth and final 
round - a real-life tragedy that had 
a definite impact on the show is 
addressed soon afterward, as the 
young singers and “Mr. Schue” 
(Matthew Morrison) honor their 
comrade Finn (who was played 
by the late Cory Monteith). As the 
show splits its time between Ohio 
and the New York adventures of 
Rachel and Kurt (Lea Michele, 
Chris Colfer), the 100th episode 
also is included, with Kristin 
Chenoweth and Gwyneth Paltrow 
reprising their guest roles. DVD 
extras: three “making-of” docu-
mentaries. *** (Not rated: AS, P)

Through the eyes of a critic: The 10 best movies of 2014
By Moira Macdonald
The Seattle Times (TNS)

So, how many movies did you 
see this year?

It’s impossible to see every 
movie, or even almost every movie, 
and that’s why I always resist calling 
my end-of-year list a “10 best” list 
— surely there were some wonder-
ful films that I missed, and maybe 
will catch up to someday. Instead, 
it’s an alphabetical list of my favor-
ites of the year from what I saw, 
restricted to 10 because of tradition 
and convenience.

As usual, my list is a varied lot, 
ranging from a Hollywood block-
buster to a movie that, I believe, 
can’t be legally shown in a for-
profit theater. Each of them left me 
dazzled and wanting to watch it 
again immediately; each transported 
me to a place I’d never been, as all 
great movies do. I hope you all saw 
10 films this year that you enjoyed 
as much as I did these. Without 
further ado ...

                 Birdman
Wildly original (its seemingly one-

shot cinematography is a wonder), 
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu’s 
backstage comedy/drama is both an 
actors’ showcase and a gloriously 
wandering examination on life and 
art.

               Boyhood
Twelve years ago, surely anyone 

who heard Richard Linklater’s plans 
for this movie thought he was nuts. 
Now, here it is: the simple, magical 
story of a child growing up, quite 
literally, before our eyes. Nothing 
this year moved me more.
Final Cut: Ladies and Gentlemen
Speaking of insane endeavors: 

Hungarian filmmaker Gyorgy Palfi 
meticulously edited together clips 
from 450 classic films (yes, you 
heard me; most are only a few 
seconds long) to create this unique 
love story. You won’t find it available 
for rental or streaming, due to rights 
issues, but its brief run at SIFF 
earlier this year was a mesmerizing 
treat; it’s a crazy, invigorating burst 
of movie love.

             Gone Girl 
Did any movie this year have 

bigger expectations on it than this 
ice- cold thriller, based on Gillian 
Flynn’s you-must-read-this-NOW 
novel? David Fincher, Flynn herself 
(as screenwriter), Rosamund Pike 

and Ben Affleck knocked it out of the 
park. I’m still shivering.

 The Grand Budapest Hotel
Art theft, highly skilled pastry-

making, a thrilling snow chase, 
imprisonment, romance, unex-
pected friendship, secret societies 
of hospitality employees and the 
discovery of a character named 
Monsieur Chuck — Wes Anderson’s 
latest was pure, inventive pleasure, 
in every whimsical and beautifully 
composed frame.

               Life Itself
Steve James’ documentary about 

the late Roger Ebert is so vividly 
done that you leave it feeling that 
you lost a friend — if you didn’t have 
that feeling already when Ebert died 
last year. It’s a writer’s story, a love 
story, and a moving depiction of the 
final days of a life well-lived. Ebert’s 
final public written words: “I’ll see 
you at the movies.” He was right.

      Like Father, Like Son
Hirokazu Kore-Eda, whose 

gentle, lovely films often focus on 
children (“I Wish,” “Nobody Knows”), 
here examines parenthood: What 
do you do when you are told, as 
are two contemporary Japanese 
couples, that your beloved 6-year-
old isn’t biologically yours? Every 
moment in this quietly soulful film 
rings true, with every character 
treated with kindness.

        Love Is Strange
My favorite love story this year 

was Ira Sachs’ low-key tale of a 
longtime couple (John Lithgow, 
Alfred Molina) finally able to be 
married, only to be separated by the 
realities of Manhattan real estate. 
Wonderfully acted (you saw the 

ease these two have with each 
other) and perfectly understated.

           Mood Indigo
Over the top? You bet? Out of 

control? Maybe. But nothing in 
cinema this year was anything like 
Michel Gondry’s irresistibly goof-
ball fantasia, a marvel of curlicue 
surrealism — deep inside of which, 
somehow, a love story bloomed.

                Selma
Generally I restrict this list 

to movies that open in Seattle 
during the calendar year — but 
I’m making an exception for Ava 
DuVernay’s remarkable and timely 
slice of history, opening here Jan. 
9 (but Oscar-eligible, and -worthy, 
this year). It’s not a biopic, but a 
mesmerizing depiction of a crucial 
moment in the civil-rights struggle; 
and you can see the passion that 
went into this film in every scene.

Ten more movies I loved: “After-
noon of a Faun: Tanaquil LeClerq,” 
“A Birder’s Guide to Everything,” 
“Finding Vivian Maier, “Get On Up,” 
“The Imitation Game,” “National 
Gallery,” “Only Lovers Left Alive,” 
“Pride,” “Two Days, One Night” 
(opening here in late January), 
“Under the Skin.”

Ten big disappointments 
(though a few of these had their 
moments): “And So It Goes,” “Bad 
Words,” “Horrible Bosses 2,” “The 
Judge,” “Magic in the Moonlight,” 
“Men, Women and Children,” “The 
Monuments Men,” “Tammy,” “Third 
Person,” “Winter’s Tale.”

As always, I’ll close with a wish 
for happiness, laughter and peace 
in 2015 — at the movies, and 
elsewhere.

Ben Afleck and Rosamund Pike in  “Gone Girl.”
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Why is defensive 
driving a good deal?

So, you got a ticket. Now what?
Should you pay it, or should you 

take a defensive driving course?
While you may not like the idea of 

sitting in a defensive driving class for 
six hours, the reality is that defensive 
driving is the cheapest way to get rid 
of a traffic violation ticket.

Plus, by taking defensive driving, 
you also will earn a certificate that 
will decrease the liability portion of 
your car insurance by 10 percent for 
the next three years. Check if your 
insurer honors this discount. Plus, 
there will not be any points attached 
to your license.

A defensive driving class like 
Stand-Up Defensive Driving at 
Brazos Mall in Lake Jackson,  
makes you a better, more careful 
and considerate driver. By keeping 
your attention through comedy and 
integrating entertainment into the 
curriculum, you are subjected to a 
continuing education driving course 
that refreshes the rules of the road.

You’ll even learn about how laws 
of physics control what happens to 
you in a car crash, and how you can 
use these laws to avoid the crash 
altogether.

If you become a safer driver, 
chances are that you will be able to 
steer around accidents or stop your 
car safely before crashing. If you can 
do that by following a few defensive 
driving pointers, you will not file an 
insurance claim because you will not 
crash your car.

Saving 10 percent on insurance for 
the next three years is your reward 
for choosing defensive driving rather 
than paying the ticket. Once you 
complete the course and receive your 
certificate, the ticket does not count. 
You also will not be allotted 2 points 
on your license for a moving violation 
or 3 points for a crash. By law, you 
can take defensive driving once every 
12 months to dismiss a ticket. Once 
you complete a Stand-Up Defensive 
driving course, we hope that we won’t 
see you for three years, when renew-
ing your insurance discount .

Please call (979) 299-1000 for the 
Lake Jackson school inside Brazos 
Mall for reservations or questions. 
Classes are held every Saturday 9 
a.m.-3 p.m.. Call to check Tuesday/
Wednesday night dates and times. 
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Solutions on the right side of this page

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 “__ goes!”
5 Runway model?
8 Brewery shipments
13 U.S. citizen
14 “Come __ the sea, / Maiden with 
me”: Thomas Moore
15 Area
16 Porky’s jacket and tie?
18 Hunter’s trophy
19 Source of many dialogues

20 Big name in game shows
22 FDR power program
23 Longing
24 Circle
27 Prohibition at the Ivory soap 
factory?
32 __ ghanouj: eggplant dish
35 Theoretical foreigners, briefly
36 Declaim
37 Twist et al.
39 Compact containers?

41 It rarely happens at home
42 Equinox mo.
43 “__ you be my neighbor?”: Mr. 
Rogers
44 Pre-law classroom exercise?
48 1993 Disney acquisition
49 More, in Morelia
52 Spice
55 Daredevil Knievel
56 “Awake in the Dark” author
58 Waiting to buy tickets, say
60 Bad place to be shipwrecked?
63 Allows
64 Sermon topic
65 Making waves, perhaps
66 Excites
67 Geometry shortening
68 Go down

Down
1 __ hour
2 Rousseau’s “__, or On Education”
3 Duke of Cornwall’s wife, in Shake-
speare
4 Back then, back when
5 Delight
6 Fish with no pelvic fin
7 Seismograph readings
8 __ belt
9 Legislative decision
10 Season, in a way
11 Height meas.
12 Day song word
15 Baby bug
17 Rent
21 Little League starters?
25 “Oh, when will they __ learn?”: 
Seeger lyric
26 November honorees
27 Maritime
28 “Gone With the Wind” feature
29 “Aladdin” parrot
30 “... with __-foot pole!”
31 For fear that
32 Bartlett cousin
33 Musical range
34 Jessica of “Total Recall” (2012)
38 Halogens, e.g.
39 Lysol target
40 Samoan port
42 Most hackneyed
45 Hosts
46 Poetic preposition
47 Dorothy Hamill maneuver
49 Soccer star Lionel who won the 
Ballon d’Or each of the last four 
years
50 “Stormy Weather” composer
51 Salisbury __
52 Sharp turns
53 Memo start
54 Blueprint
57 Decision clouder
59 Great Lakes st.
61 Through
62 Place to retire
(c)2014 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Boggle Answers
CARIBOU  DOLPHIN  HAMSTER  PANTHER  MANATEE POLECAT
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Jumble Answers
Jumbles: PAUSE  ROUSE  APIECE  CORNER
Answer: Why Junior didn’t sneak a peek at his presents - “PEER” PRESSURE

Bulletin  Horoscope
Tribune Content Agency

ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19): March 
to your own beat. Your own pursuits 
and objectives are more than 
enough to keep you satisfied and 
content. Don’t get too involved in 
other people’s crises and disputes, 
or their problems may soon become 

your own.
TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Get to 

the point. Skirting around an issue 
or trying too hard to impress may 
compound a problem. For the best 
results, be honest and forthright and 
let the other party know exactly what 
your intentions are.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It’s all 
in the details. Knowing the specif-
ics of an issue will let others know 
you’re on the ball and set minds at 
ease that the right person is han-
dling things. You can rely on your 
instincts and are able to make quick 
decisions when necessary.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Sleep on it. There’s no need to rush 
an important decision, as waiting 
a little bit could produce valuable 
information that allows you to make 
a more insightful choice. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may 
be your own worst critic. Don’t allow 
doubts and inhibitions to keep you 
from making any progress when 
there’s much to be done. Past mis-
takes should not instill fear. Instead, 
there are valuable insights to be 
gained from the experience.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A 
penny saved is a penny earned. 
Don’t shell out your hard-earned 
cash on an item you’ll be bored with 
by next week. Focus your energies 
on exercising your mind, either 
through puzzles, deep conver-
sations, or solving complicated 
problems.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): If 
you’re not catching any fish, you 
may be using the wrong type of bait. 
Your perceptions of what others 
are attracted to may be slightly off 
today. Avoid making impulsive deci-
sions with regard to your appear-
ance for the time being.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Don’t rely on the kindness of strang-

ers. Putting your faith in someone 
who’s little more than a friendly 
acquaintance is only asking for trou-
ble. Steer clear of making changes 
to your financial situation and take 
care to stay within the budget.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Enchantments wear off quickly. A 
physical attraction may knock you 
off your feet, but after a little probing 
you may find there isn’t much below 
the surface. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Stick to the subject. Others may be 
all be all business when it comes to 
a new endeavor and not be inter-
ested in small talk or pleasantries. 
Stay focused on your key objectives 
now and enjoy some leisure time 
with friends and family later.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
All is not as it seems. Be skepti-
cal about what you are told, as the 
information you receive may be 
slightly skewed to suit someone 
else’s agenda. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): 
There’s a time and place for 
everything. While you may be in 
the mood for fun and games, that 
special someone may have deeper 
and more serious issues on his/her 
mind. 

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers
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High-dose flu vaccine found more effective for elderly, who are more prone to illness
By Michael Fuoco
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (TNS)

PITTSBURGH — Giving 
frail, older residents of long-
term care facilities a high-
dose flu vaccine produces a 
significantly better immune 
response than a regular flu 
shot, a University of Pitts-
burgh School of Medicine 
study has found.

Published in the Journal 
of Infectious Diseases and 
funded by Fluzone High-
Dose vaccine-maker Sanofi 
Pasteur, the study marks the 
first time the efficacy of the 
high-dose vaccine already on 
the market was evaluated for 

long-term care residents.
That population, the most 

vulnerable to flu-related 
death, has historically shown 
only moderate benefits from 
the standard flu vaccine. 
Among the elderly popula-
tion, clinical efficacy of the 
standard vaccine is reduced 
by 17 to 60 percent.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration licensed Flu-
zone High-Dose in December 
2009 as a vaccine specifically 
designed for people 65 years 
of age and older. It contains 
four times the antigen of 
regular shots that prompts 
the immune system to make 

antibodies against the flu.
But health care providers 

wondered whether it would 
work for the frail and elderly 
and whether it was worth the 
cost — twice that of a regular 
flu vaccine but likewise 
covered by Medicare — even 
if it had some benefit, said 
David A. Nace, the study’s 
lead author.

The findings answer those 
questions in the affirmative, 
said Nace, director of long-
term care and flu programs 
in Pitt’s Division of Geriatric 
Medicine and chief medi-
cal officer for UPMC Senior 
Communities.

“What this (study) shows 
is that for this very vulnerable 
population it makes complete 
sense that if you’re going to 
do anything, go all out and go 
high dose. If it were my par-
ents, I’d want them to have 
this (high-dose vaccine).”

The Pitt study involved 
187 people with an average 
age of 86.7 years living in 15 
community-based, long-term 
care sites in Western Penn-

sylvania . It found that those 
who received the high-dose 
vaccine had a higher immune 
response than the standard 
vaccine for all the flu strains 
in the 2011-12 and 2012-13 
flu seasons except for one 
strain. There were no serious 
adverse reactions to the vac-
cine, Nace noted.

He emphasized that the 
high-dose vaccine is not a 
guarantee against contract-
ing the flu and recommended 
a “bundled approach” in 
long-term care facilities: 
vaccination of health care 
workers, asking those with 
flu-like illness not to visit 
residents, practicing proper 
cough etiquette and hand 
hygiene, and frequent sanita-
tion of commonly used areas 
and equipment.

Nace said UPMC has 
adopted the high-dose 
vaccine as standard care 
for elderly patients in its 
nursing homes, hospitals and 
outpatient facilities as have 
other health-care providers 
nationally.

Reba Roberts, 99, a 
resident of UPMC’s at 
Cumberland Crossing Manor 
in McCandless, received the 
high-dose vaccine. She is a 
retired nurse and a strong 
advocate for getting a flu 
shot ever since she con-
tracted the flu more than 40 
years ago.

“After that, I got a flu shot 
every year and haven’t had it 
since,” said Roberts, who for-
merly worked at West Penn 
Hospital.

“People are foolish if they 
don’t get a flu shot. It doesn’t 
hurt. You might as well get it 
so you don’t get sick.”

What are the symptoms of the flu?
Flu symptoms include:
• A 100 degrees or higher fever or feeling feverish (not every-

one with the flu has a fever)
• A cough and/or sore throat
• A runny or stuffy nose
• Headaches and/or body aches
• Chills
• Fatigue
• Nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea (most common in 

children)

Do I have the flu or a cold?
The flu and the common cold have similar symptoms. It can 

be difficult to tell the difference between them. Your health care 
provider can give you a test within the first few days of your 
illness to determine whether or not you have the flu.

In general, the flu is worse than the common cold. Symp-
toms such as fever, body aches, tiredness, and cough are 
more common and intense with the flu. People with colds are 
more likely to have a runny or stuffy nose.

Seek medical attention immediately if you experience any of 
the following:

Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath; Purple or blue dis-
coloration of the lips; Pain or pressure in the chest or abdomen; 
Sudden dizziness; Confusion; Severe or persistent vomiting; 
Seizures; Flu-like symptoms that improve but then return with 
fever and worse cough.

When should I seek medical attention?


